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is only recently that the potential of archaeology to uncover 

the past has been realised. Part of the reason for this is 

the general lack of awareness that almost all towns have 

archaeological deposits. This sterns in part from the 

incomprehension of the ordinary man-in-the-street that a town 

which is lived-in can have 

purely because it is 1 ived 

archaeological 

in, one tends 

deposts at 

to think 

all: 

that 

everything of past ages, 1)nless it is visibly standing has 

been swept away. In part it also sterns from the fact that the 

c<:)r1s-cr11c0ion orl a ~yas0 scale of ·buildings requiring deep 

foundations has only occurred recently, and it is only as a 

consequence that archaeological deposits have come to light. 

It is also due to the fact that, in previous centuries, 

archaeological methods and techniques were not advanced 

enough to take advantage of opportunities even if they did 

arise. Until relatively modern times the buildings of one 

generation have been constructed upon the foundations of the 

last. As structure replaced structure the ground level rose 

slightly and over the centuries, in cities such as Dublin, 

considerable 

accumulated. 

depths of archaeological deposits have 

It was at Novgorod in Russia that the potential of urban 

archaeology was first revealed. There, organic remains were 

found in large quantities and it became possible to 

reconstruct entire streetscapes and to chronicle the changes 

which happened in them as one generation succeeded the next 

(Thomp·son 1967). Gradually as excavation took place in 

England and Germany it became apparent that the rich 
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to gain any knowledge of the initial period of a town's 

foundation or of how a particular area evolved and was used. 

Secondly, towns usually possess a much greater depth of 

stratigraphy than any other type of archaeological site. 

Stratified deposits are important because they preserve the 

sequence of developments on a particular site and the wealth 

of finds associated with urban sites means that it is usually 

possible to date both structures and layers quite closely. 

This is particularly important because it makes it possible 

to establish tight chronologies for artefacts. 

Thirdly, the archaeology of a region cannot be understood 

without knowing what happened to the towns within it. Each 

town is a unique expression of the history of its area and 

the destruction of its archaeology would leave an 

irreplaceable gap in knowledge of the evolution of the 

region. 

The recovery of this information is threatened, however, 

by the increasing redevelopment and gradual expansion of our 

cities and towns. It is very difficult to foresee the effects 

of this redevelopment when the extent of archaeological 

deposits is generally not known to the Planning Authority and 

it has happened in the past that the archaeological 

significance of a site has only become apparent when building 

work was about to commence. It is important then that the 

areas containing archaeological deposits should be identified 

if the potential of this important part of our herit'~·"'° i;;; to 

be realised. 
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St, with Castle St and Market St aligned diagonally towards 

i t .  The Mall ,  the Back Mall and College St would seem to be 

additions to this layout. On the southern side of the river 

East Port and West Port may be built on an early suburb. 

2 .  MARKET PLACE 

The original market place would seem to have consisted of 

the expanded area at the junction of market St, Main St, and 

Castle St.  The Market Place, beside the Erne, is a later 

addition. 

3 .  CASTLE 

Built in 1423 this was demolished in the early 

seventeenth century by S i r  Henry Folliott who built  a  new 

castle on the site.  Parts of this new castle survived into 

the nineteenth century. There are no extant remains today. 

D S : 1 9 5 2 .  

4 .  MULLANASHEE FORT 

This is located on the crest of an ESE-WNW drumlin in a 

very prominent position,  overlooking the Erne basin to the 

southeast and affording a commanding view of the Erne estuary 

to the WNW. Contrary to the the description in the Donegal 

Survey ( D S : 1 3 9 5 )  the low remains survive of a star-shaped 

fort of earthen construction. The body of the fort is of 



































































































Fig. 2. Ballyshannon: Zone of archaeological potential.







Fig. 5. Donegal: Zone of archaeological potential.







Fig. 8. Donegal Castle





Fig. 10. Killybegs: Zone of archaeological potential.















Fig. 17. St Johnstown: Zone of archaeological potential.
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