
COUNTY KILDARE 

NOHfll VltW or 1111:. HUINS or THl l(lLDAnE C"-flllllll/\L /\NO ROIIN() TOWER. 

THE 

VOL. 1 

URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY 

SURVEY 



(I 

Q 

Q 

URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY SURVEY 

PART VJ: J: < i :, 

COUNTY KJ:LDARE 

JOHN BRADLEY 

ANDREW HALPJ:N 

HEATHER A- KJ:NG

A REPORT COMMISSIOl'EO BY THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC WORKS 

[b�°6 �! l<t'&� 



LIST OF CONTENTS 

Volume 1 

List of Figures .................................. 3 

AcKnowlegements.................................. 12 

General Introduction............................. 14 

Introduction to Co. Kildare...................... 21 

Ardree........................................... 27 

Ardscu 11.... . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . 35 

Ath:,,. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • • • • • • . • . . . . . • • • . . • • • . • . . . . . 47 

Bal lymore Eustace................................ S3 

Volume 2 

Castledermot .••.• •••••••••••••. .•.••... ..•....... 97 

Celbridge ...••...••.....•..•••••••••.•..•..•••..• 137 

Cl ane. • . • • . . . • . . • . • . • . . • • • • . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 148 

Cloncurry........................................ 167 

Dunmanoge........................................ 1se, 

Harr is town ....................................... 189 

Volume 3 

Kildare •..••...••..........•....••.•••..••••••••• 196 

Kil Kea........................................... 266 

I< i I I ••••• , , • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 292 

Leixlip ...•..•.•.•...•...........•.•.••••.••••.•. 304 

\ 

- ' -



VolurM 4 

tr1oone • •••• •• •• •• • • • ••••• , ••••••••••• , ••••••••••••

Naas • • • • •  , • • • • • • • • •  , , , • • • • • • • • • •  , • • • ••• • • • • • • • • •  , 

Old Kilcullen ••••• ,, •••••••••••• , •••••••••• ,,,, •• 

Ough1:er.rd • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ra.1:ha.nga.n •••• , ••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••• 

Ra.1:hmore • •• ,, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Silllothill, ••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

s ib 1 iogr a.phy ••••••••••••••••••.•••• •••••••••••••• 

324 

343 



- 3 -

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

Fig. 1: Co. Kildare: Location map of boroughs and towns. 

Fig. 2: Ardree: Zone of archaeological potential. 

Fig, 3: Ardscull motte, aerial view <courtesy Cambridge 

Aerial Coll.> 

Fig, 4: SKetch plan of Ardscull motte showing features 

surveyed by Beaufort in 1789. 

Fig. 5: Ardscull parish church, aerial view (courtesy 

Cambridge Aerial Coll,). 

Fig, s: Ardscu11: Zone of archaeological potential, 

Fig. 7: Athy: aerial view from east (courtesy Cambridge 

Aerial Coll.), 

Fig. s: Athy: Outline plan showing principal 

archaeological features 

F i9, 9: Athy: l,ll ite 's castle from south-east. 

Fig, 10: Athy: IJ'lite's castle from south-west. 

Fig. 11: IJ'I ite 's castle, Athy: plaque no. 1. 

F lg. 12: IJ'lite 's castle, Athy: plaque no. 2,

Fig. 13: Frazer's copy of Du Noyer 's view of Preston's Gate, 

Athy, in the early nineteenth century (courtesy of 

National Library of Ireland>. 

Fig. 14: Ground pl an of st. Michae 1 's Church, Athy. 

Fig. l�: st. Michael's church, Athy, from south, 

Fig. 16: st. Michael 's church, A1:hy, 13th ,cent. grave slab. 

Fig. 17: St. Michael 's church, A-thy, 13th cent. gr aye slab. 

Fig. 10: Crucifixion plaque from St. Michae 1 's church, Athy, 

Fig, 19: Window -he ad and facemasl< at St. John's House, A1:hy, 

Fig. 20: WoodstocK cast 1 a, Athy, from east. 

F lg, 21: Athy: Zone of archaeological potential, 

F lg. 22: Bal 1 ymore Eustace: aerial Yiew from south (courtesy 

of Cambridge Aerial Co 11 • >. 



- ,f -

Fig. 23: Gabriel Beranger 's view of the castle at Ballymore 

Eustace, 1773 <National Library of lraland). 

Fig. 24: View of castle site at Close Hill, Ballymore 

Eustace, 

Fig. 2'!5: St. Mary's church, Bal 1 ymore Eustace: font. 

Fig. 261 St. Mary's churchyard, Bal 1 ymore Eustace: cross 

Fig. 21: St. Mary's churchyard, Ballymore Eustace: cross 

Fig. 2a: St. Mary's churchyard, Ballymore Eustace: 

cross-slab. 

Fig. 29: St. Mary's church, Ballymore Eustace: 16th cent. 

effigy from Old Kilcullen. 

l •

2. 

Fig, 30: Ballymore Eustace: Zone of archaeological potential 

Fig. 31: Aerial view of Castledermot from south <courtesy 

Cambridge Aerial Coll,). 

Fig, 32: Castledermot: Outline plan showing principal 

archaeological features. 

Fig. 33: Castledermot: Carlow Gate from north-west. 

Fig. 34: Castledermot: town wall near the Franciscan friary, 

from south-east. 

Fig. 35: st. James' parish church, Castledermot: ground plan. 

Fig. 3s: Round tower and Romanesque door at St. James' 

parish church, Castledermot, from west. 

Fig. 37: Internal view of St. James' parish church, 

Castledermot, showing the built-up arcade in the 

south wall. 

Fig, 39: St. James' churchyard, Castledermot: north cross, 

west face. 

Fig. 39: St. James' churchyard, Castledermot: north cross, 

south face. 

Fig. 40: St. James' churchyard, Castledermot: north cross, 

east face. 

Fig, 41: St. James' churchyard, Castledermot: south cross, 

west face. 

Fig. 42: St. James' churchyard, Castledermot: south cross, 

north face. 

Fig, 43: st. James' churchyard, Castledermot: south cross, 



- s -

eas1: face. 

Fig. 44: 51:. James' churchyard, Cas1:ledermo1:: sou1:h cross, 

sou1:h face. 

Fig. 45: 51:. James' churchyard, Cas1:ledermot: base of west

cross. 

Fig. 46: St. James' churchyard, Castledermot: hogbacK. 

Fig. 47: St. James' churchyard, Castledermot: incised 

cross-slab. 

Fig. 48: St. Jall'IEIS 1 churchyard, Castledermot: cross-slab. 

Fig. 49: St. James' churchyard, Castledermot: holed 

cross-slab. 

Fig, 50: St. James ' churchyard, Castledermot: holed stone. 

Fig, 51: St. James ' churchyard, Castledermo1:: Norman-French 

ins c r i bed s 1 ab • 

Fig. 52: Aerial view of Franciscan friary, Castledermot, 

from west (courtesy of Cambridge Aerial Coll.) 

Fig. 53: Castledermot: Franciscan Friary �round plan 

Fig, 54: Franciscan friary, Castledermot: east wall of north 

transept showing fourteenth century switchline 

tracery. 

Fig, 55: Franciscan friary, Castledermot: the nave looKing 

west. 

Fig, 55: Franciscan friary, Castledermot: Tallon and SKelton 

cadaver < 1505), 

Fig. 57: Tower of the priory of St, John the Baptist 

<Fratres Cruciferi), Castlederrnot from north-east. 

Fig. 58: Priory of st. John the Baptist, Castledermot: 

ground plan of tower . 

Fig, ss: Castledermot: Zone of archaeological potential 

Fig. 60: Celbridge: parish church of St. Mochua from 

north-west. 

Fig, 61: Ground Plan of St. Mochua's parish church, 

Celbridge. 

Fig, s2: Celbridge: Zone of archaeological potential. 

Fig. 63: Aerial view of Clane from north-east <courtesy 

Cambridge Aerial Coll.). 



- 6 -

Fig. 64: St. Michael's parish church, Clane, from south-west 

Fig. 65: Ground plan of St. Michael's parish church, C.lane. 

Fig. ss: Wogan tomb at St. Michael's parish church, C.lane. 

Fig. 67: Ground plan of Franciscan friary, C.lane. 

Fig. 68: Niche in south wall of Franciscan friary, Clane. 

Fig. 69: Fragment of thirteenth century Knightly effigy at 

the Franciscan friary, C.lane. 

Fig. 70: Granite font from St. Michael's church now at 

Mi 11 icent. 

Fig. 71: Clane: Zone of archaeological potential. 

Fig. 72: Aerial view of Cloncurry from north (courtesy 

Cambridge Aerial Coll.> 

Fig. 73: Cloncurry parish church and motte from north-east 

(photo: Commissioners of Public LJorKs), 

Fig. 74: Ground plan of Cloncurry parish church, 

Fig. 75: Cloncurry parish church from south-east. 

Fig. 75: Cloncurry: Zone of archaeological potential. 

Fig. 77: St. Mohenoge's parish church, Dunmanoge, from 

south -west. 

Fig. 78: Ground plan of St, Mohenoge's parish church, 

Dunmanoge. 

Fig. 79: St. Mohenoge's churchyard, Dunmanoge: grave-slab 

Fig. 80: St. Mohenoge's churchyard, Dunmanoge: grave-slab 2 

Fig. e1: Dunmanoge: Zone of archaeological potential. 

Fig. 82: Aerial view of Harristown from south-east. 

Fig, 93: Harristown: Zone of archaeological potential. 

Fig, 94: Kildare: aerial view from west (Cambridge Aerial 

Co 11 • ) 

Fig. 95: Kildare: Outline plan showing principal 

archaeological features 

Fig, as: Kildare Castle: conjectural plan based on surviving 

remains and cartographic sources. 

Fig, 87: Kildare Castle: gatehouse, floor plans 



- ?- -

Fig, 88: Kildare Castle: gatehouse, sectlon and elevation 

Fig, as: Aerial view, from south, of St. Brigid's cathedral 

and enclosure, Kildare, 

Fig. 90: Kildare: St. Brigid's Cathedral enclosure 

Fig. 91: Kildare: St. Brigid's Cathedral: ground plan 

Fig. 92: North view of St. Brigid's cathedral, Kildare, 

before restoration. 

Fig. 93: South-west view of St. Brigid's cathedral, Kildare, 

before restoration. 

Fig. 94: South-west view of St. Brigid's cathedral, Kildare, 

as restored. The high cross is in the foreground. 

Fig. 95: Kildare round tower , from south. 

Fig. 96: Kildare: plan of •cell » in St. Brigid's churchyard. 

Fig. 97: Kildare cathedral: probable cross base. 

Fig. 99: Kildare cathedral: Early Christian cross-slab 1. 

Fig. 99: Kildare cathedral: Early Christian cross-slab 2. 

Fig. 100: Kildare cathedral: Early Christian motif piece. 

Fig. 10i: Kildare cathedral: Early Christian motif piece. 

Fig. 102: Kildare cathedral: cross-slab (prob. 13th cent.> 

Fig. 103: Kildare cathedral: effigy of bishop ( 13th/14th 

cents.) 

Fig. 104: Kildare cathedral: effigy of Bishop Wellesley, 

1539. 

Fig. 105: Kildare cathedral: effigy of Richard Fitzgerald 

of LacKagh, 1575. 

Fig. 106: Kildare cathedral: Pardon stone < 18th cent.). 

Fig. 107: Kildare cathedral: dragon panel. 

Fig. 108: Kildare cathedral: 16th cent. tomb panel No. 1, 

Fig. 109: Kildare cathedral: 16th cent. tomb panel No. 3b. 

Fig, 110: Kildare cathedral: 16th cent. tomb panel No. 4b. 

Fig. 111: Kildare cathedral: floor tile. 

Fig. 112: 16th cent. tomb panel from the Carmelita friary, 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Kildare. 

Fig, 113: Kildare: Franciscan fri-.ry from west (photo: 

Convnissloners of Public LJorKs). 

Fig, 114: Kildare: Franciscan Friary, ground plan 

Fig, 115: Kildare: Zone of archaeologic-.1 potential 

Fig. 116: KilKea motte ( In trees , left) and castle, from 

south, 

Fig. 117: KilKea castle from north before restoration . 

Fig, 118: KllKea castle from north after restoration. 

Fig, 11s: KilKea castle from west before restoration . 

Fig. 120: Ki 1 Kea cast 1 e from west after restoration. 

Fig, 121: K11Kea castle from south before restoration. 

Fig. 122: KilKea castle from south after restoration. 

- s -

Fig. 123: KilKea Castle: Floor plans, pre-1849 <courtesy of 

National Library of Ireland. 

Fig, 124: KtlKea castle: the •temptation• stone, 

Fig. 125: KilKea castle: 17th cent. cross from Narraghbeg. 

Fig. 126: KilKea castle: 17th cent. cross from Cross Morris . 

Fig. 127: KilKea castle: stone t&ble C 1533) from Carton. 

Fig, 128: K11Kea parish church: ground plan. 

Fig, 12s: KilK•a parish church: west gable of FitzGerald 

mortuary chapel. 

Fig, 1311P KilKea parish church: 16th cent. font. 

Fig, 131: KilKea parish church: mermaid stone. 

Fig. 132: KilKea parish church: FitzGerald wall plaque. 

Fig, 133: KilKea: Zone of archaeological potential 

Fig, 134: Kill: motte from east. 

Fig. 135: Kil 1: font. Prob. 16th cent. 

Fig, 136: Kill: Zone of archaeological potential 

Fig. 137: Lelxl IP castle from north-west. 



- 9 -

Fig. 138: Leixlip castle: ground plan. 

Fig. 139: St. Mary's parish church, Leixlip, ground plan. 

Fig. 140: St. Mary's parish church, Leixlip, floor plans of 

tower. 

F i g • 14 1 : St • Mary ' s par is h church , Le ix l i p , from south • 

Fig. 142: St. Catherine's priory from east. 

Fig. 143: Leixlip: Zone of archaeological potential. 

Fig. 144.: Moone: tower house from south-west. 

Fig. 145: Moone: ground and first floor plans of tower house. 

Fig. 146: Moone: St. Columba's parish church, ground plan 

Fig. 147: East gable o·f St. Columba's parish church, Moone. 

Fig. 148: Moone: south cross, south face. 

Fig. 149: Moone: south cross, north face. 

Fig. 150: Moone: south cross, north face, detail. 

Fig. 151: Moone: south cross, east face detail. 

Fig. 152: Moone: east cross, base. 

Fig. 153: Moone: north cross, base. 

Fig. 154: Moone: west cross, base. 

Fig. 155: Moone: cross-slab. 13th-14th cents. 

Fig. 1�6: Moone: Zone of archaeological potential. 

Fig. 157: Naas: Aerial view from south-west <Cambridge 

Aerial Coll.) 

Fig. 158: Na.as : Out l ine plan showing principal 

archaeological features 

Fig. 159: Naas: St. David's castle, floor plans 

Fig. 160: Na.as: St. David's castle, section and elevation 

Fig. 161: St. David's cast 1 e, Naas, from east. 

Fig. 162= Naas motte from south. 

Fig. 163: St. David's parish church, Na.as, from south. 

Fig. 164: Naas: St. David's parish church, ground plan 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Fig. 165: Font in St. David's parish church, Naas. 

Fig. 166: Grose's drawing of the Dominican friary, Naas, 

in 1792. 

Fig. 167: Naas: Zone of archaeological potential 

- /D -

Fig. 168: Aerial view of Old Kilcullen from south <Carrbridge 

Ae r i al Col l . > 

Fig. 169: Aerial view of Old Kilcullen from east <Carrbridge 

Ae r i al Col l • ) 

Fig, 170: Old Kilcullen: St, MacTail 's church, ground plan. 

Fig, 171: Old Kilcullen round tower from north. 

Fig. 172: Old Kilcullen: north cross, west face. 

Fig. 173: Old Kilcullen: north cross, north face. 

Fig. 174: Old Kilcullen: north cross, east face . 

Fig. 175: Old Kilcullen: north cross, south face. 

Fig. 176: Old Kilcullen: east cross, from east. 

Fig. 177: Old Kilcullen: Zone of archaeological potential 

Fig. 178: Oughterard tower house from south west. 

Fig. 179: Oughterard tower house, floor plans. 

Fig. 180: Oughterard parish church and round tower , from 

east. 

Fig. 101: Oughterard parish church, ground plan, 

Fig. 182: Oughterard round tower from west, with parish 

church in bacKground. 

Fig. 183: Oughterard: Zone of archaeological potential 

F 19. 184: Aerial view of Rathangan, from north-west 

C Carrbr idge Aerial Co 11. > 

Fig. 185: Rathangan: Zone of archaeological potential 

Fig. 186: Aerial view of Rathmore (Carrbridge Aerial Coll,> 

Fig. 187: Rathmore motte from east. 

Fig. 188: "Segrave's castle", Rathmore, ground plan. 

Fig. 1891 "Seagrave 's castle•, Rathrnore, from east. 



- II -

Fig. 190: Rathmore churchyard: We 1 sh/ Me Ion cross, 1686-9, 

Fig, 191: Rathmore: Zone of archaeological potential 

Fig. 192: Silliothill: Zone of archaeological potential. 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

- l:Z. -

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

It is a Pleasure to thanK all who helped in the course of 

this worK. The survey was financed by the National ParKs and 

Monuments Branch of the Office of Public 

delighted to thanK the staff of that 

WorKs and we are 

branch for their 

constant help. In particular thanKs are due to the Director , 

Mr Noel Lynch, his predecessor , M-. John BerKery, and to Ms 

June Thompson and Mr . John Mahony; Mr . Jim Cotter and Mr. 

Michael Conroy have been of great help in dealing with the 

finances . We also wish to thanK the staff of the 

Architectural Division and of the Archaeological Survey who 

freely provided information and made available plans in their 

possession . 

Special thanKs are due to Professor George Eogan, Dept. 

of Archaeology, University College Dublin for his constant 

support and advice in the course of the survey. 

The accompanying drawings were prepared by Ms. Una Lee 

and Mr, John Wallace . We are particularly grateful 

Wallace for his help in assembling this report,

to Mr. 

Within County Kildare the survey was facilitated by 

individuals who provided us with access to their premises or 

the benefit of information in their possession . In particular

we would liKe to thanK Rev Or Adrian Empey for his assistance

LJith documentary sources in addition to his help at Clane. We



- 13 -

wish to thanK Mr . FranK Taaffe and Ms . Catherine Smith for 

their help at Athy; Rev. PacKham and Mrs. Dalton at 

Castledermot: Fr. Robert Thompson and Fr . Richard Kelly at 

Clane: Dean John T. F. Paterson, Miss Alice Graham, Me.ssrs. 

David Steward, Tadhg Haydon: Niall Maher and Thomas ClarKe at 

Kildare: t-t-. PatricK Guinan, manager, KllKea Castle Hotel: 

the Hon. Desmond Guinness, Leixlip C,stle, and Mr. Niall 

Kenny, owner of the BlacK C,stle, for their help at Leixlip; 

Count van MatuschKa, Moone House: Mr . Liam Kenny at Naas: and 

Mr . Michael Brady at Ra.thmore. 



- ,,,. -

GEl'£RAL INTRODUCTION 

Towns pose one of the most formidable problems faced by 

archaeology today. Lived in and occupied over long periods of 

time, and often covering quite large areas, they are the most 

con¥>lex form of human settlement that we Know of. Deep 

archaeological deposits have accumulated in most towns as a 

result of the long period of occupation and, accordingly, 

towns are among the most important areas of our heritage . 

However, towns are also the homes of modern corrmunlties, and 

are the centres of present-day business, indus.try and 

cultural life . The requirements of modern life has brought 

considerable change to many towns with extensive road 

widening, building schemes, housing estates and industrial 

development. The demolition of buildings and the digging of 

deep foundations has brought about irrevocable change in the 

appearance of towns, and change, in this century, means more 

thorough destruction than anything that has gone before . The 

problem for archaeology is not one of preservation, although 

this may be desireable, but of recording standing buildings 

and archaeological levels before they are destroyed. The 

unfortunate truth is that what is not recorded now has little 

chance of ever being recorded later . 

By its nature archaeology is concerned with the past of 

ordinary people. The fragmentary building remains, pottery 

sherds and scraps of worKed stone or wood which the 



archaeologist discovQrs cannot be used to reconstruct 

political movements or great administrative changes. These 

parts of our past can only be glimpsed from documents, from 

what people who were alive at the time have observed 

thQmselves or heard related. Archaeological data, however , 

can tell us a great deal about the everyday life of ordinary 

people and the q.uality of that life in terms of the 

technological and economic resources of the particular time 

and p 1 ace in q.uest ion . 

Urban archaeology may be defined as the study of the 

evolution and changing character of urban comrrunities from 

their earliest origins until modern times: more especially it 

is concerned with the reconstruction of the natural and human 

environment within which and as part of which human actions 

taKe place. A methodical definition such as this, however, 

should not obscure the fact that urban archaeology is 

fundamentally concerned with the past of ordinary citizens, 

of the form of their houses and streets, of the business of 

their marKets and worKshops, of the style and arrangement of 

their churches, of health and disease, of the variety of 

cultural, religous and economic activity; in short, it is 

concerned with the life and death of communities ancestral to 

our own. 

Development of Urban Archaeology 

For long the study of the urban past has largely been the 

preserve of historians, sociologists and geographers and it 
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is only recently that the potential of archaeology to uncover 

the Past has been realised. Part of the reason for this is 

the general lacK of awareness that almost all towns have 

archaeological deposits. This stems in part from the 

incomprehension of the ordinary man-in-the-street that a town 

which is lived-in can have archaeological deposts at all: 

pure 1 y because I. t is lived in, one tends to th inK that 

everything of past ages, unless it is visibly standing has 

been swept away. In part it also stems from the fact that the 

construction on a vast scale of buildings requiring deep 

foundations has only occurred recently, and it is only as a 

consequence that archaeological deposits have come to light. 

It is also due to the fact that, in previous centuries, 

archaeological methods and techniques were not advanced 

enough to taKe advantage of opportunities 

arise. Until relatively modern times the 

even if 

build inss 

they did 

of one 

generation have been con:.tructed upon the foundations of the 

last. As structure replaced structure the ground level rose 

slightly and over the centuries, in cities such as Dublin, 

con:.iderable depths of archaeological deposits have 

accumulated. 

It was at Novgorod in Russia that the potential of urban 

archaeology was first revealed. There, organic remains were 

found in large quantities and it became possible to 

reconstruct entire streetscapes and to chronicle the changes 

which happened in them as one generation :.ucceeded the next 

< Thompson 1967). Gradually as excavation tooK place in 

England and Germany it became apparent that the rich 
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archaeological material in towns was not Just a side-light on 

urban life but it could contribute greatly to our 

understanding of the archaeology of entire periods and 

regions. In Ireland the first scientific excavations were 

commenced at Dublin Castle in 1961 and excavations were to 

continue in Dublin for the next twenty years. The interest 

aroused by the High Street and, later , the Wood Quay 

excavations was widespread and it created an interest in the 

archaeology of other towns. To date, excavations have taKen 

place in about twenty Irish towns. 

Urban sites are ilTlf>ortant to the archaeologist for a 

number of reasons. Firstly, in all towns archaeological 

deposits form the earliest archive. Only a handful of Irish 

towns are referred to prior to 1200 AD and it is only during 

the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries that references 

become anyway common. Yet the urban life of many 

continued unbroKen since the twelfth or early 

towns has 

thirteenth 

century, while the origins of others lie in the ViKing, Early 

Christian and Prehistoric periods. Even when references occur 

they rarely throw much light on daily life and tend to be 

more concerned with political and administrativ,;i events. 

Indeed, most individual 

document.at ion relating 

properties 

directly 

within towns have 

to them until 

no 

the 

late-seventeenth or early-eighteenth century, To all intents 

and purposes, then, individual sites with in town.s may have 

remained completely Prehistoric, in so far as they have no 

documentation, until the seventeenth century or later. 

Accordingly, archaeological excavation is ifflf)ortant if one is 
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to gain any Knowledge of the initial period of a town's 

foundation or of how a particular area evolved and was used. 

Secondly, towns usually possess a much greater depth of 

stratigraphy than any other type of archaeological site. 

Stratified deposits are irTPortant because they preserve the 

sequence of developments on a partic,ular site and the wealth 

of finds associated with urban sites means that it is usually 

possible to date both structures and layers quite closely. 

This is particularly irTPortant because it mal<es it possible 

to establish tight chronologies for artefacts. 

Thirdly, the archaeology of a region cannot be understood 

without Knowing what happened to the towns within it. Each 

town is a unique expression of the history of its area and 

the destruction of its archaeology would leave an 

irreplaceable gap in Knowledge of the evolution of the 

reg ion. 

The recovery of this information is threatened, however , 

by the increasing redevelopment and gradual expansion of our 

cities and towns. It is very difficult to foresee the effects 

of th is redevelopment when the extent of. archaeo log teal 

deposits is generally not Known to the Planning Authority and 

it has happened in the past that the archaeological 

significance of a site has only become apparent when building 

worK was about to commence. lt is important then that the 

areas containing archaeological deposits should be identified 

if the potential of this i�ortant part of our heritage is to 

be realis11d. 
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Purpose and Aim of the Present Survey 

The Urban Archaeology Survey was established with monies 

allocated for the purpose by the Minister for Finance in 

1982. Its purpose was to compile a corpus of archaeological 

in format ion on Ireland •s towns and to present it in such a 

way that it could be used effectively by the archaeologist, 

urban planner , property developer , or interested layman. In 

this regard the survey has been guided by a submission 

prepared by the Royal Irish Academy on Urban Archaeology 

which recommended that the report should have four aims: 

1. "To evaluate critically the archaeological potential, both

above and below ground of the listed towns•. 

2. "To emphasise areas where the archaeological deposits 

could be preserved by the judicious use of new building 

techniques and the presentation of open spaces, etc.• 

3. "To assess the level of destruction of the original 

townscape•. 

4. "To measure the effects of urban expansion on originally 

rural archaeological sites•. 

The chronological cut-off point beyond which 

not be included was 1700 AD. 

The identification of sites which were 

before 1700 AD is not without difficulties. 

material would 

urban centres 

In many cases 

such an identification is dependent on the survival of 

documentary evidence. However , it was felt that it was better 
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to follow the existing worK of Graham < 1977) and Ma.rt in 

< 1981) rather than impose new criteria, Accordingly the sites 

which are included here are those for which there is evidence 

of their status as boroughs prior to 1700 AD. 

In the reports the material is presented as follows: the 

situation of the site is outlined and a brief account of its 

archaeological and historical bacKground ts provided. This is 

followed by an archaeological inventory which endeavours to 

catalogue both extant sites and those which are Known from 

documentary sources. Although the amount of information on 

each town may vary the catalogue follows the same format for 

each entry, firstly detailing the information on streets and 

street pattern, and following this with an account of the 

domestic buildings, marKet places and economic features such 

as �uays and industrial areas, The seigneurial castle and 

town defences are described next together with the religious 

buildings of the town . The evidence for suburbs and activity 

outside the walls is then outlined and the Inventory 

concludes with a summary of the archaeological excavations 

and a list of the stray finds , The Inventory is followed by 

an assessment of the archaeological potential of the site. 
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INTRODUCTION TO CO. KILDARE 

The urban networK which characterises the modern county 

is the product of growth and development over the past twelve 

hundred years. The earliest urban centre was the monastery of 

Kildare which was a flourishing centre in the late seventh 

century. It is only in recent years that scholars have 

realised that 'monastic towns ', such as Kildare , existed in 

Ireland before the coming of the ViKings who were to 

establish the port towns of Dublin , CorK, Waterford, LimericK 

and Wexford. Kildare is one of the few centres , however , 

which had urban functions at this early date and its 

indigenous origins give it 

archaeology, Leixlip, whose 

a 

name 

great 

is 

importance 

derived from 

in Irish 

the Old 

Norse for salmon leap, is the only settlement which suggests 

any direct ViKing presence in the county. BY the twelfth 

century, however , it is possible that Castledermot, Old 

Kilcullen, and Naas also functioned as 'monastic towns', a 

development which was probably brought about by the growth of 

ViK ing commerce. 

The county of Kildare was established 

Anglo-�rmans shortly after their penetration into 

by 

the 

the 

area 

in the 1170s. During the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries 

it included parts of the modern counties of Laois , Offaly and 

Carlow within its jurisdiction but by the sixteenth century 

it had shrunK to its present size (Otway-Ruthven 1958-9). The 
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Anglo-Norman settlement concentrated in the eastern and 

souther n parts of the county, The Anglo-Normans were great 

economic developers and they founded towns more for economic 

than defensive reasons. They were intended to be

marKet-pl&ces for the produce of the ne�ly conquered soil and 

their function as strongholds only came later. They also 

established boroughs, settlements which had the legal 

large privileges of towns but seem to have functioned as 

villages. 

During the initial years of the Anglo-Norman invasion 

Kildare seems to have been regared as the principal town and 

this is probably why it gave its name to the new county. By 

the close of the Middle Ages, however, Naas was the largest 

town and it has remained the administrative centre to the 

present-day. In the south of the county the Anglo-Normans 

established two large towns at Athy and Castledermot, and 

conterrporary documentation suggests that Moone and Ardscull 

were also sizeable settlements. Smaller boroughs in this area 

were Ardree, Ki!Kea and Ounmanoge, In east Kildare, Ballymore 

Eustace and Rathmore were important centres on what was then 

the main road south from Oubl in, Clane appears to have been 

the largest centre north of Naas and smaller boroughs were 

established at Celbridge, Cloncurry, Kill, LeixliP and 

oughterard. Rathangan is the only Known Anglo-Norman borough 

in west Kildare, an area which was not densely settled by the 

Anglo-Normans, perhaps because so much of it was bogland. 

Immediately south of Kildare town was the borough of 

Silliothill, and more or less centrally placed within the 
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county was Old Kilcullen where 

- .2.J -

the Anglo-Norman borough 

succeeded a well-Known early ecclesiastical site. 

In al l , there is evidence -for twenty Anglo-Norman 

boroughs and towns within Kildare . There may have been other 

boroughs, however , such as Ma.ynooth, 

FitzGerald's great castle, but the historical 

is lacKing and we sirrc>lY do not Know . It has 

centre o-f the 

documentation 

been suggested 

by Otway-Ruthven < 1958-9, map) that there were boroughs at 

Carbury, Straffan and Tipper but despite an intensive search 

of published and unpublished sources, we were unable to 

uncover any evidence that they were boroughs . [n one case the 

documentary evidence for the borough survives but Knowledge 

of the site's whereabouts is unKnown . This is the borough of 

Ounlost mentioned as having burgesses 

4el >. 

c .132el <Martin 1981, 

It is interesting to note that many of Kil dare' s medieval 

boroughs were settlements prior to the coming of the

Anglo-Normans . Castledermot, Kildare, Kill, Moone, Naas, Old 

Kil cul l en , and Oughterard were ecclesiastical sites, 

documented before the Anglo-Norman invasion. Ardscull and 

Clane are referred to in the early annals, and p 1 ace -name 

evidence suggests that Ardree, Athy, Celbridge, Cloncurry, 

Ounmanoge, KilKea, Le ixl ip, Rathangan and 

already centres of activity before 1170. The 

Anglo -Normans chose these locations for 

suggests that they may have had village-liKe 

Rathmol"e 1.1ere 

that the fact 

their boroughs 

sett 1 ements at 

the time of their arrival. The medieval boroughs and towns of 
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Kildare afford a special opportunity of examining the 

transition from pre-Norman to Anglo-Norman settlements. 

The fourteenth century was a period of economic decline 

in Ireland and this was particularly apparent in Anglo-Norman 

Kildare exposed as it was to attacKs from the O Mordha and 0 

Conchobair Failge. Athy was burned in 1308 and again in 1374: 

Castledermot was sacKed by the Ma.cMJrroughs in 1405 and again 

in 1427. The capture of these towns, both substantial 

centres, indicates the military capabilities of the Irish, on 

the one hand, but the weaKness of the Anglo-Norman colony, on 

the other . Many of the smaller boroughs were abandoned about 

this time and have remained deserted ever since. 

In the years after 1485, however , Gearoid Mor , the great 

earl of Kildare, engaged on a virtual reconquest of south 

Kildare building castles at Athy, Castledermot, Kildare, and 

KilKea. These provided protection for the townsmen and gave a 

stim.1lus to town growth which continued into the sixteenth 

century. In particular , this is the time when Athy developed 

into a large town largely because of its function as a 

garrison town in the plantation of Laois and Offaly. 

The seventeenth century, despite its wars, was a century 

of economic improvement but only one new town was 

established, Harristown, founded by the FitzEustaces. The 

older centres of Celbridge, Clane, Kill, and Rathangan 

revived in irrf)ortance at this time but the fact that only one 

new town was established within the county suggests that the 

medieval urban networK was functioning adequately. 
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In the eighteenth century, the construction of the Grand 

Canal created the towns of Robertstown and Monasterev in, 

while Prosperous developed around its linen mills. Kilcullen 

became an important bridging point with the development of 

the new route south, away from Rathmore-Ballymore Eustace to 

Naas-Kilcullen, and Old Kilcullen was abandoned in favour of 

the ne� centre co1r4>letely, Newbridge , one of the county's 

larger towns today, only developed after 1816 with the 

construct ion of the Curragh Camp and the arm►' barracKs there. 

This report is concerned with the twenty-one sites which 

had urban functions prior to 1700 A.O. (Fig. 1). The report 

provides an account of the archaeological remains at each 

site and an assessment of the town or borough's importance to 

archaeological research, It outlines the areas 

towns where archaeological deposits are liKely to 

within 

survive 

the 

and 

highlights the potential of these sites to increase our 

Knowledge of the development of urban life in Ireland. 

Finally, recommendations are made as to how this potential 

can be best realised. Each town i.s provided 

out I ining its zone of archaeological potential in 

following colour code is used: 

PinK: the zone of archaeological potential 

Red: extant archaeological monuments. 

Purple: sites of Known monuments . 

Some of Kildare 's boroughs are now deserted, 

with a map 

which the 

but

such as Athy, Casttedermot, Celbridge, Clane , Kildare, 

others 

Ki 11 , 
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LeixliP , and 

redevelopment 

Naas 

in the 

are 

near 

expanding towns r ipe 

future . Uncontrolled 

-for urban 

redevelopment 

at any of these sites will destroy the fragile archaeological 

heritage of Kildare 's towns and it is the hope of this report 

that the recommended steps will be taKen in order to ensure 

that urban development and archaeological research may go 

-forward together and benefit from one another . 
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ARDREE 

Ardree is located about 2 Kim south of Athy on a ridge 

overlooKing the river Barrow . It was the site of an early 

Anglo-Norman borough but nothing is Known of the pre-Norman 

settlement here and even the original Irish form of the name 

remains unclear . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BAC�GROUND 

Ardree was granted to Thomas le Fleming by Strongbow 

before 1176 < Orpen 1892, 1. 3113) and he is almost certainly 

to be identified with the Thomas of Flanders for whom Hugh de 

Lacy built a castle c ,1182 "in the furthest part 

Muireadhaigh, separated from Ui Buidhe by the waters 

of 

of 

Ui 

the 

Barrow • (Scott and Martin 1978, 195). This castle, presumably 

a motte, was most I iKely located at Ardree < Orpen 1907, 249; 

Scott and Martin 1978, 340 n.371), Ardree was the centre of 

Thomas ' manor and a borough was established there under his 

patronage or that of Milo de Stanton, his succeessor as lord 

of Ardree before the close of the t�elfth century. In a 

charter dating to the 1190s Hugh Dullard granted two burgages 

in Ardree to St, Thomas ' Abbey, Dublin <Gilbert 1889, 168). 

Although Otway-Ruthven ( 1961, 169) suggests that Milo de 

Stanton moved the manorial centre to MounmohenoK (Dunmanoge) 

bY the beginning of the thirteenth century, it would appear 

that the borough continued to function and references occur 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

to Niche 1 as F itzAust in, provost, and LJi 11 iam 

Catchpole of Ardree, in an undated 

fourteenth century, in the Register of the 

charter, 

Hospital 
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Fit;:Elye, 

perhaps 

of St, 

John the Baptist, Dublin (BrooKs 1936, 252). In 1297 sixty 

cows were stolen from Ardree <Mills 1905, 177-8, 197). In 

1318 the King granted a weeKly marKet to Milo le Poer who 

then held Ardree <Tresham 1828, p. 25 no . 179). Thereafter 

nothing more is heard of the borough which probably collapsed 

in the course of the fourteenth century. The population did 

not vanish completely, however , and the census of 1659 

returned a population of twenty-four for Ardree (Pender 1939, 

405). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

1. SITE OF THE BOROUGH

2, DOMESTIC HOUSES 

3. ll'OTTE

q, CHURCH 

5. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. SITE OF TiiE BOROUGH

No earthworKs survive to show the exact location of the 

borough but it was almost certainly close to the church. it 

may have stre tched towards Ardreigh cross-roads on the north 

and towards the river Barrow on the west. 
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2. OO�ESTIC HOUSES

No structures survive but documentary references indicate 

their former existence. In 1306 William de Athy complained 

that William de Poer had pulled down his houses at Ardree and 

carried their timber to his own house at Dunlost where he had 

burned it (Mills 1914, 268), This would suggest the presence 

o-f tirrtier buildings. In 1593-4 Sir Piers FitzJames FitzGerald 

and his family were burned to death in his • 1 it t 1 e cast I e 

that was but thatched with straw or sedge in his town o-f 

Ardree• by Walter Reagh and the sons of Fiach Mac Hugh 

O'Byrne (Hamilton 1890, 

indicating that there was 

228; Gilbert 

at least 

structure here in the Later Middle Ages . 

3. MOTTE

1882-91, i, 

one fortified 

205), 

house 

According to Giraldus Cambrensis Hugh de Lacy built a 

castle, almost certainly at Ardree, for Thomas de Flanders 

c. 1182 < Scott and Mart in 1978, 195). In a grant before 1199 

Milo de Stanton granted St. Thomas' Abbey, Dublin, "the site 

in which the castle was located with the entire yard Corto)" 

<Gilb<ert 1889, 162), This presumably indicates that the 

fun ct ion al 1 if e of the cast 1 e IJ as at an end • Orpen ( 1907 , 

249) suggested that the old burial ground at Ardree was built

on an art if ic ia.l mound which may have been the original 

motte. 
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4. ARDREE CHURCH

Milo de Stanton granted the church of Ardree and five 

messuages north of it to St. Thomas ' Abbey, Dublin (Gilbert 

1889, 162). This grant was probably contemporary with his 

grant of the church of MounmohenoK to St. Thomas' which dates 

to befor-e 1199 ( Gilbert 1889, 161; McNeil} 1950, 27). The 

grant was confirmed by Adam de Stanton, Milo's son and heir 

(Gilbert 1889, 163, 367) but the chur-ch of Ardree did not 

remian in the possess ion of St. Thomas ' for long. It was 

listed among the possessions of the diocese of Dublin which 

were confirmed to the archbishop by Prince John before 1199 

<McNeill 1950, 24), and when Henry de Londres, archbishop of 

Dublin 1213-28, confirmed St. Thomas ' in possess ion of its 

churches he pointedly excluded Ardree (Gilbert 1889, 295). 

The church of Ardree was granteed to Philip de Bray c.1213-14 

when he was instituted as first pr-ecentor- of St. PatricK's 

Cathedral (White 1957, 4). The church seems to have been of 

importance during the late twelfth and thirteenth centur-ies . 

It had at least two attached clergy and had a number of 

annexed chapels (Gilbert 1889, 161, 163, 367). 

The church site is situated on the highest point of the 

ridge overlooKing the river Barrow . The ground slopes 

gr-a.dually away to the south, ea.st and north. on the uest 

there is a drop of c .3 m to the road. An overgrown rise in 

the centre of the churchyard ma.y represent collapsed masonry. 

There is no evidence for ancient remains . Two stretches of 

wall are present on the south side of the graveyard but both 
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appear to be o-f recent origin . 

5. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

Seven glazed pottery sherds o-f thirteenth/ -fourteenth 

century date and -five unglazed sherds were picKed up by 

Survey sta-f-f in topsoil removed by Athy U.O.C. -from the small 

-field irmiediately north o-f the graveyard in order to 

-facilitate access to the graveyard, 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS ANO POTENTTIAL 

Ardree is a good example o-f a deserted medieval borough. 

The documentary sources indicate that it wa..s established at 

an early date in the Anglo-Norman conquest o-f Leinster but it 

is not clear why this particular site was chosen . There is no 

evidence -for pre-Norman activity and the site a.-f-fords the 

interesting opportunity o-f examining an Anglo-Norman borough 

-founded on virgin soil, 

It is di-f-ficult to guage the exact extent o-f the borough 

but it was almost certainly located in the irnmed iate v ic in ity 

o-f the church. The documentary sources 

were wooden houses within the borough 

indicate 

and it 

that 

is 

expected that their remains survive below ground 

there 

to be 

level, 

together with pits and industrial debris . Sherds o-f 

thirteenth/ -fourteenth century pottery have been -found 

immediately north o-f the churchyard and indicate that 
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archaeological deposits are present in thi� area. The church 

itself may be built on top of the motte constructd by Hugh de 

Lacy but it Llould require excavation in its vicinity or 

within the grounds of Ardreigh House to determine if this is 

the case or not. The borough may have extended towards 

mi 11 but there is a considerable drop in ground level 

The mill its.glf may Ll&ll have baen built on th& site 

medieval structura . 

Archaeological deposits have been disturbed in 

the 

here . 

of a 

the 

construction of the new access way, north of the churchyard, 

and have probably bean removed during th& landscaping of the 

grounds of Ardreigh House . Elsewhere, 

1 ittle evidence for disturbance and 

however , there is 

it is 

archaeological deposits are intact over parts of 

l iKely that 

the site . 

Accordingly there is the potential to discover the extent of 

this settlement, and the nature of its houses, streets, and 

defances, if any. 

In summary, the archaeological data indicates 

borough was occupied during the Midd 1 e Ages , 

that the 

Documentary 

records of the site are few and in the future archaeological 

excavation is 1 iKely to be the principal means by uhich 

additional Knowledge can be obtained, The borough is under 

pressure from prospective housing developments because of its 

position, close to Athy. A number of new 

bu i 1 t in th is are a and it is 

houses have been 

that any future 

developmant should be monitored otherwise archaeological 

in f o r mat ion is I i ab 1 e to be I o s t n e e d I es s. I Y • 



Area of Archaeological Potential 

The shaded portion of the accompanying map CF ig. 2) 

delimits the area of archaeological potential within Ardree . 

Th is is based essentially on the church, and because there is 

a lacK of information at present on the precise extent of the 

borough it is suggested that all worKs within the shaded area 

be monitored. 
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ARDSCULL 

Ardscull is a deserted borough situated on the Dublin 

Athy road some 4Klm north-east of AthY. It occupies a 

commanding position on a hill which rises only slightly above

the 300' countour but which affords extensive views tn all 

directions . The plac:ename is derived from the Irish Ard Scol 

but its meaning and ultimate derivation are 

O'Oonovan (O.S. Letters , Kildare, ii, 237) explained 

"the hill of the shouts" or alternately "the hill 

unclear .

it as 

of the 

heroes", while Hogan (1910, 48) has. suggested •the hill of 

the schools". Both O'Oonovan and Hogan note the tradition in 

the BooK of Lecan that Ardscull was the site of a battle 

between the Laigin and Mumhain in the second century AO. 

before the

There are no documentary references to Ardscull 

coming of the Normans but the presence of a possible

souterrain in the motte and the evidence for enclosures

around the church site maY indicate that there was settlement

here before the late twelfth century.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In 1282 it was noted that Wil 1 iam de Mohun had held 

Ardsc:ull until his death and that there were one hundred and 

sixty burgages there (Sweetman 1875-86, ii, 448). The same 

document also mentions the presence of a mill and a church 

and it implies that Ards cull was a settlement of some 
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importance in the late thirteenth century. William de Mohun 

held Ardscull as part of his lands of Moone <Orpen 1911-20, 

iii, 101> and it ma.y bQ assumed that, I iKe Moone, Ards cu 11 

had originally formed part of the seigneurial demanses of the 

lords of Leinster and had passed to the de Mohun family 

through the marriage of RQginald de Mohun to Isa.be 1 de 

Ferrers, grand-daughtQr and heiress of William Marshall, who 

had succeeded Strongbow as lord of Leinster <Orpen 1911-20, 

iii, 97, 101). ��rshall established a borough at Moone during 

the first decade of the thirteenth century and it 

that Ardscull was established at this time. also. 

is liKely 

ln this 

respect it is interesting to note that both boroughs had the 

same number of burgages, 160, during the late thirteenth 

century. The origins of the borough remain obscure, however, 

but references to the provost and catchpote of Ardscull in an 

undated charter in the Register of the Hospital of St. John 

the Baptist, Dublin , demonstratQ that it has an autonomous 

municipal authority <BrooKs 1936, 252-3). 

Holinshed records that Ardscull was burned in 1286 by 

Philip Stanton <Miller and Power 1979, 200), while in 1316 

Edward Bruce defeated the just ic iar 's army 2 Kim north of 

Ardscutl at SKerries (Brewer and Bu 11 en 1871, 131). 

Subsequently the borough fadQs out of history and it may not 

have survived beyond the fourteenth century. In 1299 John dQ 

Mohun surrendered all of his lands in Kildare to the crown. 

These included his demense at Ardscutl and the borough was 

probably surrendered also <Sweetman 187�-86, iv, 115-17: 

Mills 1914, 29). John de Mohun 's lands were in turn granted 



by the King to John Wogan, the justiciar in 1305 ( Sweetm.1n 

1875-86, v, 127-8), and Ardscull probably passed to the Wogan
family. In 1346 thirty of the O'Dempseys were slain at 

ArdscuJl by Thomas Wogan and Walter Lenfant <Butler 1849, 

34). By the sixteenth century, however , Ardscull belonged to 

the earls of Kildare. After the attainter and forfeiture of 
the lands of Gerald, earl of Kildare, Ardscull was leased to 

Martin Pelles of Athy in 1544 (7 RDKPRI, 76: no. 445) but it 
seems to have returned to the earls of Kildare because the 

Civil Survey records that the earl owned two-thirds of 

Ards cull in 1654 < Simington 1952, 90). The other third was 

held by Nicholas Wolfe and, in 1591, an Edmund Wolfe was 

recorded as holding some Part or all of Ardscull Ir Rec Comm 

1826, Co. Kildare, James I, no . 34). None of these later 

references, however , give any indication that the borough was

still in existence. The census of 1659 recorded a population 

of thirt�•-six at Ardscull (Pender 1939, 463).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

1. SITE OF BOROUGH

2. THE MOTTE

3. CHURCH

4. OTHER FEATURES
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1. SITE OF BOROUGH

The precise site of the borough is lost but there are two 

potential locations, one on the hill beside the motte, the 

other near the old churchyard. The borough is described as 

having one hundred and sixty burgages and these would have 

occupied a considerable area. Castledermot, for instance, was 

of the same size. 

Rocque's map of Ardscull in 1756 shows an "old road" 

running north-eastwards roughly parallel to the then modern 

road to Dublin, and c .  150 m east of it, on the south side of 

the motte (Athy Estate maps TCO). About 150-200 m due south 

of the motte this old road widens out, possibly into a 

marKet-place, which may denote the site of the borough. The 

aerial view (Fig. 3) shows different field systems to those 

delineated on the o.s. map, and Rocque's "old road• is 

apparent as two parallel lines, south-east of the motte . None 

of these features 

intensive tillage . 

is visible on the ground because of 

A siting on this hilltop would have been very exposed for 

a settlement, however , and it ts possible that the borough 

was located on lower ground away from the motte, in a manner 

similar to the borough of Dunamase , co . Laois . In that case 

the area near the former church is the most liKely centre of 

occupation . Two sherds of thirteenth/ fourteenth century 

pottery were found while field walKing in the immediate 

vicinity of the church, indicating that there was activity in 

that area during Anglo-Norman times . 
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2. THE MOTTE

It is remarKable that there are absolutely no medieval 

references to this enormous hill-top matte situated in a 

com�nding position affording extensive views in all 

directions . On analogy with other mottes, however , and it may 

be assumed that it was built in the late twelfth or early 

thirteenth century, The first clear reference to the motte is 

in 1654 when the BooK of General Orders noted a request from 

the inhabitants of Co. Kildare for the State to contribute 

(30 "towards the finishing of a Fort that they have built at 

the Mote of Ardsco 11 ••• & that the same may be a garrison• 

<Omurethi 1896-8, 188). There is no indication that the motte 

was garrisoned in the seventeenth century but it is l iKely 

that the complex of buildings noted on the motte in 1789 

belong to the mid-seventeenth century rather than to the 

Middle Ages <Gough 1789, iii, pl. opp. p. 483). 

Description <Figs. 3-4) 

Large oval-shaped mound, surrounded by a ditch and banK, 

now planted with trees. The long axis is orientated 

east-west, and the mound tapers from its basal dimensions of 

125 m <east-west> by 88 m <north-south> to a summit measuring 

46 by 31 m, which is enclosed by a banK. This banK rises 

between 4-5 m above the level of the interior and ranges in 

width from 10.5 m on the north to 13,5 m on the east. The 

entrance was on the west where there is an opening through 

the upper banK and a causeway across the ditch. There is no 
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evidence for internal structures on the summit although an 

eighteenth century account by Beaufort < in Gough 1789, 483) 

shows the former presence of structures on the interior <Fig. 

4). North of the entrance is a crescentic-shaped area, 28 by 

14 m on which Beaufort shows a large rectangular building. 

South of the entrance is a small sloping platform, 24 by 5 m. 

Beaufort shows an elongated structure on the east side of the 

summit, and south of it was an opening which he says 

either a we 11 or a "cave• <? souterrain), 

led to 

The ditch is between 6 and 7 m wide and the external banK 

is 10 m wide and rises to a height of 2 m above the ditch 

bottom. The banK broadens on the east side where it forms a 

sloping crescentic platform, measuring 30 by 14 m. Traces of 

a rectangular structure survive at the north end of this 

platform and Beaufort's plan shows further buildings to the 

south. On the south side of the platform Beaufort shows a 

rectangular enclosure which is represented now by two 

eastwardly projecting banKs, lacKing their returns . These are 

2 m in width and 80 cm high. 

A sub-rectangular area is visible from aerial photographs 

on the north side of the matte. This may be the remains of a 

ploughed-out bailey. Field walKing in the area uncovered 

sherds of post-medieval pottery and a furnace bottom. 
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3. AROSCULL CHURCH

The first recorded reference to the church of Ardscull 

occurs in a list of the deaneries of the diocese of Dublin, 

Probably dating to the later 1270's, in which the church was 

noted as belonging to the common fund of St. PatricK's 

cathedral, Dublin (Gilbert 1895, 147). This is repeated in 

1294 ( 20 ROKPRI, 61: no . 150). It may be that Ards cul 1 was 

acquired by St. PatricK's along with the church of Moone, 

given to St. PatricK's c .1222, because the sixteenth century 

Repertortum Viride noted that Ardscull was a chapel of the 

mother-church of Moone (IJ'lite 1941, 211). Otherwise , nothing 

is Known of the history of this church. 

Description 

The church lies within a circular stone-walled enclosure, 

Klm south-east of the motte. The aerial photograph <Fig. 5) 

shows that the enclosure was originally surrounded by two 

widely spaced banKs and there was a rectangular enclosure 

attached to the north-east corner of the outer banK. The 

fields in which these banKs lie have been extensively tilled 

and no features survive above ground. A large quantity of 

stone is piled up around the perimeter of the graveyard and 

it probably represents field clearance. Within the graveyard 

is a raised rectangular area denoting the church site but 

there are no standing remains. 

present. 

No pre-1700 monuments are 
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4. OTHER SITES

Mi 11 

The presence of a mill, belonging to the de Mohuns, is 

recorded in 1282 < Sweetman 1875-86, i i , 448) and 1299 

<Sweetman 1875-86, iv, 309-10; v, 115-17), Since there does 

not appear to be any convenient source of water power it maY 

be assumed that this was a windmill,

Moated Site 

This site, Known as Ardnacuth was ploughed down c. 1891:J

<Omurethi 1896-8, 195). It was some 850 m south-east of the

motte and is denoted today by a stony area flanKed by two low

ridges within the tilled field, During its destruction in the

nineteenth century, the local farmer •came across a large 

number of animal bones and teeth, a horse's and a cow 's 

sKull, as well as a sort of iron bill hooK, about a foot in 

length, with teeth, and a socKet for the insertion of the 

handle, In the north-eastern corner of the rampart he came 

across an unflagged chamber, full of blacK barley and ashes, 

of which he drew away twenty-seven cartloads, and used it as

man•Jre. Just outside th is find, in the trench, in one p 1 ace,

was a very soft dry spot, down which his shovel went as if

through water; the length of his shovel and his arm did not

reach the bottom. He did not examine it further <Omurethi 

1896-8, 194 >. The "unflagged chamber • referred to 

probably a grain-drying Kiln. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS ANO POTENTTIAL 

Ardscull is an example of a deserted borough, It is clear 

from the documentary sources that it was a large and 

important settlement in thirteenth century Kildare. Today, 

however , the only indicators of its former greatness are the 

motte and the ruined churchyard. The precise site of the 

borough is unKnown and, at present, it is only possible to 

say that it was probably situated on the ridge near the motte 

or in the fields near the churchyard. It will require 

excavation in these areas to determine which location is 

correct one . The extent of the borough is unKnown as is 

nature of its houses, streets, and defences, if any. The 

church is sYrrounded bY enclosures which suggest that it 

the 

the 

old 

may 

be a site of pre-Norman date and, if so, would have been an 

important determinant effecting Anglo-Norman settlement in 

the area. Nothing is Known of the form, layout or extent of 

this church site. The motte is an outstanding site, one of 

the largest in the country, yet its date of construction 

remains unKnown as does the layout of its original buildings, 

and the nature of the seventeenth century alterations . The 

possibility of a souterrain in the mound indicates that this 

ma.Y be a pre-Norman site but 

satisfactorily determine this. The 

only excavation can 

historical evidence 

suggests a decline in the fortunes of the borough during the 

fourteenth and fifteenth centuries but the nature of this 

decline remains unclear . 

From the point of view of answering these questions it is 
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to be regretted that the area has been subjected to deep 

ploughing. This has effectively destroyed all superficial 

evidence for the borough with the exception of the motte and 

church site. Accordingly it is liKely that archaeological 

deposits have been destroyed over much of the shaded area on 

Fig. 6, and it is liKely that only deeply-cut features such 

as trenches and pits will have survived. The recovery of 

these pit and trench-bottoms is i"°"ortant, however , because 

it will shed light on the exact whereabouts of the borough 

and its original extent. From the evidence of the documentary 

sources it is liKely that the thirteenth and the seventeenth 

centuries w i 1 1 be the ones best represented 

archaeological record, 

In summary, the borough was 

thirteenth century and may have 

an important site 

been the scene 

in the 

of 

in the 

human 

activity in Early Historic times . Documentary records of the 

site are few and in the future archaeological excavation is 

liKely to be the principal means by which additional 

Knowledge can be obtained. The borough is not under direct 

threat from commercial development but its close position to 

Athy maKes it l iKely· that it w ii 1 come under presure 

housing developments in the near future. 

Area of Archaeological Potential 

from 

The shaded portion of the accompanying map <Fig. 6) 

delimits the area of archaeological potential within 

Ardscull, This outlines the maximum area that the thirteenth 
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century borough is liKely to have occupied. It 

area on the ridge around the motte and a second 

vicinity of the old churchyard. The area of the 

is also outlined, 

includes an 

area in the 

moated site 



' 

' 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

-

I 

I 

I 

I 

- 4l -



ll 

l 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

l 

Athy, the 

an important 

ATHY 

l ar g est town in south Kildare , is 

crossing point on the river 

- 41 -

situated at 

Barrow. The 

Placename is derived from Ath I, "the ford of Aei", a warrior 

Killed here in a legendary combat (O.S. Letter.s., Kildare, ii, 

146; Comerford 1891-Sa, 57-8), 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The importance of Athy as a ford in prehistoric times is 

indicated by the number of prehistoric objects found during 

the Barrow drainage. Twenty-two stone axeheads indicate that 

the site of the future town was well Known during the 

Neolithic, while one bronze axehead, three bronze looped 

spearheads, a bronze socKeted dagger, and two bronze swords 

testify to its continuing importance during the Bronze Age. 

There is no evidence, however , to indicate that Athy was 

important in either the ensuing Iron Age or Early Historic 

periods . 

Athy was not among the earliest centres 

activity in Kildare and there is no 

of Anglo-Norman 

evidence for any 

significant settlement here prior to the middle of the 

thirteenth century when the existence of two priories 

suggests that a sizeable settlement �Jas coming 

The church of St. Michael was in existence by 

into 

1297 

being. 

(Mills 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

-

I 

I 

I 

I 

- ,f-'l -

1905, 182, 202) al though there is no indication that it had 

the status of a parish church at this time. A reference, also 

in 1297, to Thomas janitor of Athy raises the possibility 

that Athy was actually enclosed in the late thirteenth 

century (Mills 1905, 182). The sergeant of the "ward of Athy" 

is also mentioned in 1297 and implies the existence of a 

castle or g.ao l there < Mi 11 s 1905, 173). A further indication 

of the increasing status of Athy is the fact that the 

1914, justiciar, John WOgan, held court here in 1306 (Mills 

267). It would seem then that an important settlement was 

developing at Athy from at least the mid-thirteenth century 

which boasted two priories, a parish church and probably a 

castle or gaol by the close of the century. 

commerce along the Barrow are indicated and there 

Trade and 

is al so the 

posibility that the settlement may have been enclosed. The 

impetus to this development presumably came from the St. 

Michael family who, as lords of the barony of Reban since the 

conquest, were also the lords of Athy <Otway-Ruthven 1961, 

170; Mills 1905, 329), and they probably established the 

borough here. The earliest positive evidence 

borough's existence is in 1326 when Geoffrey de 

for the 

Hereford, 

burgess of Athy, is referred to (McNeil) 1932, 7), but it may 

have been es-tabl ished a century before th is time. In 1339, 

after the death of Sir Gerald de St. Michae I, lord of Athy, 

the royal escheator accounted for the profits of the mill, 

court of extern hundred, weirs and tolboll of ale, which had 

belonged to Sir Gerald at Reban and Athy (53 RDKPRI, 39). 

In common with the Anglo-Norman colony generally, Athy 
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began to experience a m.Ach greater degree of 

exposure to attacKs by the Ir is h in the 

period. The settlement was burned by the 

insecurity and 

later medieval 

Irish in 1308 

(Otway-Ruthven 1968, 219), and both the town and priory were 

burned by the O Mordha of Laois in 1374 <Tresham 1828, 97: 

no. 60), 8eing well outside the Pale, Athy became 

increasingly isolated during the fifteenth and sixteenth 

centuries but it remained an irr,portant outpost guarding the 

route between Dublin and the Anglo-rrish territories of the 

south-east. It appears that the government was maKing special 

provision for the defence of Athy from the early fifteenth 

century. The bridge of Athy was repaired about 1415 and new 

fortifications were constructed in 1417 (Otway-Ruthven 1968, 

351-3J Cosgrove 1981, 40). In 1422 and 1423 William Scryvener

was granted custody of the castle, bridge and town of Athy 

(Tresham 1828, 225: no . 23; 234: no . 30). In 1431, the lord 

1 ieutenant appointed Sir Richard Wellesley to taKe custody of 

the town and defend it against the native Irish < Tresham 

1828, 251: no .23), On this occasion, the town of Athy was 

described as the "greatest fortress and Key of the 

countryside". Little is Known of the history of the town in 

the fifteenth century but by 1515 it belonged to the earl of 

Kildare. In that year Athy and Kildare 1.1ere granted charters 

of incorporation by Henry VIII. This charter gave the 

inhabitants the right to elect a provost, granted the town a 

weeKlY marKet, and authorised the inhabitants to fortify the 

town with ditches and walls of stone and lime, granting them 

customs and other income to pay for its construction and



upKeep < MacNiocai 11 1964a, 182-S>. Athy was one of the 

strongholds of SilKen Thomas in his revolt of 1534-S (Brewer 

and Bullen 1867, 62) and it was forfeited by the earl of 

Kildare on his subsequent attainder . In 1544 the manor of 

Athy was leased to Martin Pelles (7 RDKPRI, 45: no. 125), 

lt is unclear whether Athy suffered damage during SilKen 

Thomas' rebellion but it continued to be exposed to attacKs 

by the Irish. In 1540 the Dominican friary was burned bY 

Donald McCare Kavanagh <White 1943, 172) and it 

that the town escaped damage on this occasion . 

is uni iKely 

In 1546 the 

town and monastery of Athy were burned bY the O Mordha of 

Laois and the O Concobhair of Ui Failge <AFM). The town was 

again burned by Ruaidhri Og O Mordha, probably in 1577 

( Cowl ins in Butler 1849, 42) but in spite of these reverses, 

its str,tes ic importance to the government ensured its 

survival. The castle and bridge were repaired after the 1536 

attacK <Brewer and Bullen 1867, 96-7, 101: Hamilton 1860, 19) 

and were garrisoned throughout the sixteenth century <e.g. 

Hamilton 1867, 266). lt is also u1ident that by the end of 

the century, at least, the "abbey of Athy", by which the 

Dominican friary on the east banK is probably intended, was 

also garrisoned (AtKinson 1895, 361). In 1591 Athy was listed 

as one of the main towns of county Kildare along with 

castledermot, Kildare and Naas <Mahaffy 1912, 597). The 

military presence continued into the seventeenth century as 

is shown by the presence of garrisons of 

( Mahaffy 1912, 524) and 100 ITlQ n in 

Prendergast 1874, 33). A new charter of 

150 man in 1602 

1608 < Ru s. s e l l and 

incorporation was 



granted by James in 1613 (Weinbaum 1943, 195: cf. Comerford 

1891-5a, 62). The town was heavily garrisoned during the 

rebellion of 1641-2. In 1642 three separate companies of one 

hundred men each were stationed there (Gilbert 1895, 135, 

139, 140-1: Hogan 1936, 167) while there was another garrison 

in the castle (Gilbert 1895, 127, 129). In 1648 Athy was held 

by troops of Owen Roe O'Neill with garrisons in the cast 1 e 

and Oominican friary. These were both bombarded in an 

unsuccessful siege by Preston which caused serious damage. In 

1650 the catholic forces under Dillon blew up the castle and 

the bridge on the approach of the Cromwellians under Hewson 

(Murphy 1902, 284). 

The strategic importance of Athy continued after the 

Restoration and there are references to troops being 

garrisoned here in 1663-4 (Gilbert 1895, 271, 305, 307) and

1686 (Gilbert 1885, 420). The census of 1658 recorded a 

population of 452 in the borough of Athy (Pender 1939, 403) 

which is significantly higher than the figures for either 

castledermot (240), Kildare (359) or Naas (303) and is an 

indication of the relative prosperity of Athy at this time. 

Two serious fires occurred around 1670 when it was recorded 

that the inhabitants, many of whom are described as "English 

tradesmen " had suffered rr,.ich both "by the late rebellion and 

by two fires which lately destroyed most of their houses" 

( Mahaffy 1910, 662). It was noted that the inhabitants were 

rebuilding their town with the encouragement of 

landlord, the earl of Kildare and also of Charles 

their 

II who 

directed the lord lieutenant to grant the corporation two 
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ann1..1al fairs to aid in •rebuilding their to1,.1n and renewing 

trade there•. Thus , although there is no precise 

of the extent of the damage caused b1,· the fires 

ind ic at ion 

it would 

appear that significant rebuilding tooK place within the to1Jn 

in and after 1670. In 1682 Thomas MonK ( 1909-11, 342) 

des cribed Athy as "every 1.1ay commodious for Trade , but noe 

manifacture being driven, poore•. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

l, STREETS & STREET PATTERN 

2. MARKET PLACE

3, DOMESTIC HOUSES

4, INDUSTRIAL AREAS

5. QUAYS

6, BRIDGE

7. CASTLE

WHITE'S CASTLE

a. TOWN DEFENCES

9, ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH CHURCH

10. DOMINICAN FRIARY

11. PRIORY OF ST. THOW\S & HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN (FRATRES

CRUC IFER I)

12, OTHER FEATURES 

13. LIST OF STRAY FII\DS
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1. STREETS A� STREET PATTERN

Although Athy is divided into two parts by the river 

Barro1,1 its street pattern is I inKed forming a linear plan, 

based on the east-west axis of Leinster Street and OuKe 

Street CFigs , 7-9>. On the east side of the river this axis 

is intersected by Stanhope and Offaly Streets which run 

north-south, while on the west side of the Barrow the only 

other major street is WoodstocK Street, leading north towards 

Port Laoise . The date of this street pattern is difficult to 

establish. It has been suggested that it is of medieval date 

(Bradley 1985, 448) but it is evident from the layout of the 

marKet square that there was considerable replanning of Athy 

in the l�te seventeenth or early eighteenth century, 

2, MARKET PLACE 

The present rectangular marKet place with the Town Hall 

at its southern end is a piece of eighteenth century town 

planning. The 

unclear . 

location of the medieval marKet place is 

3. DOMESTIC HOUSES

A pattern of long narrow plots is present on either side 

of Le inster Street at its eastern end. Th is is a survival of 

the burgage plot pattern but it is unclear whether it 

medieval or seventeenth century date. The pattern 

obvious at the western end of Leinster street but 

is 

is of 

less 

it is 
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Present on the south side of DuKe Street. Oespite the 

presence of this plot pattern there is no visible evidence of 

structures of pre-1700 date. 

4, INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

There is good evidence for water mills on the Barrow at 

Athy prior to 1700. Sir Gerald de St, Michael held the 

profits of a mill at Athy or Reban until his death c.1339 (53 

RDKPRI, 39) and there are records of water-mills belonging to 

both the priory of St, Thomas or St. John and the Dominican 

friary at Tullaghnorre and/ or CloKewory (Archdall 1876, 249 

n .  4). In 1654 the C iv i I Survey noted two mi 11 s in the parish 

of St. John 's Hospital, Athy, on the wast banK of the Barrow, 

and three mills in the town of Athy itself <Simington 1952, 

86-7),

No mills survive within the present town but a mill 

stream is shown on the west banK on earlier editions of the 

D.S. map, running from St. John's graveyard to the Barrow 

south of the bridge. Another mill stream is shown on the east 

side of the Barrow, running southwards from Rathstewart 

Bridge to the river so•Jth of Cromaboo bridge. The mi 11 on the 

latter stream was located east of White's Castle, on the site 

now occupied by the Castle Inn. These mill streams are also 

shown on Rocque's map of Athy but they are now filled in. 
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5. QUAYS

It is probable that there were quays on the Barrow from 

at least the late thirteenth century when the passage of 

boats from New Ross to Athy is first referred to (Mills 19€15, 

2€12). A liKely position for the quays is south of the bridge 

in the area of Barrow Quay. 

6. BRIDGE

The earliest direct reference to a bridge at Athy occurs 

in 1417 when it was repaired by Sir John Talbot (Comerford 

1891-5a, 60; Otway-Ruthven 1968, 351-39 and it is referred to 

again in 1423 (Tresham 1828, 234: no . 30), It is liKely, 

however , that a bridge was present from the mid-thirteenth 

century, IinKing the settlement on either side of the Barrow . 

The early bridges may have been of timber as is suggested by 

the account of 1536 which recorded that O Mordha "prostrated 

the piles [castles] at the bridge's end [and] the bridge all 

razed" in order to prevent the Lord Deputy from taKing 

control of it (Brewer and Bullen 1867, 96-7). The bridge was 

101: subsequently repaired, however (Brewer and Bullen 1867, 

Hamilton 186€1, 19). Similarly in 1599 the earl of Essex came 

to Athy with a large force and recovered the castle which had 

been held by James FitzPiers FitzGerald and repaired the 

bridge "which was broKen down in several places" (AtKinson 

1899, 38, 53). This would appear to have been a stone bridge, 

however ( Omureth i 1903-5, 55). In 1650 the bridge was again 

broKen before the approaching Cromwellians (McNeil! 1943, 
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327), The present bridge was constructed in 1794. 

7. CASTLE

In 1417 Sir John Talbot, lord Furnival, constructed a 

tower to protect the bridge and garrisoned it < Comerford 

1891-5a, 60; Otway-Ruthven 1968, 351-3), This may be the 

'castle of l"lth7'' which was placed in the custody 

Scryvener in 1422 CTresham 1828, 225: no. 23). 

of William 

Nothing is 

Known, however , of the form, date or location of this castle , 

The earliest reference to a castle which can be positively 

identified occurs in 1515 when the King was recommended to 

give "the castles of Bridge and Athye to an English 

captain, for a stay betwixt the county of Kildare and O'More" 

(Brewer and Bullen 1867, 6), The bridge castle is clearly the 

structure Known today as White's castle but it is not clear 

where the other, "Athye• castle, was located. It may be the 

castle referred to in 1422. In 1516 the priory of St. Thomas 

granted a castle situated on the west side of the bridge to 

Edmund Harrold, for the use of the earl of Kildare < Zr . Rec , 

comm. 1826, Ki 1 dare: Eliz . no. 1) and th is was granted to 

Gerald, earl of Kildare, in 1568 < 11 RDKPRI, 185: no. 124e)). 

It is possible that this is the second castle referred to in 

1515 but it is at least equally liKely that it was a 

fortified domestic house, perhaps the "stone house" in the 

parish of st. John's Hospital, listed in the Civil Survey of 

1654 (Simington 1952, 86), The Civil Survey also 1 ists two

castles in Athy which were presumably on the east side of the
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river (Simington 1952, 87), One of these may be l,llite's 

Castle but the identity of the second structure remains 

unclear . The possibilty also remains that the castle of Athy 

referred to in 1422 and 1515 is to be identified with 

WoodstocK castle, a thirteenth century structure, north of 

the town . This possibility is unliKely, however , because it 

is usually referred to under the name of WoodstocK, 

WHITE'S CASTLE 

A petition of 1417 notes that a new tower had been 

recently built on the bridge of Athy (Comerford 1891-5a, 60; 

Omurethi 1903-5, 49; Otway-Ruthven 1968, 351-3) and, as noted 

al ready, it is again referred to in 1515 < Brewer and Bu 11 en 

1867, 6), Comerford< 1891-Sa, 60-1) noted a tradition that it 

It was built by Gearoid Mor , earl of Kildare, in 1506, 

certainlY belonged to the earls at this time and was one of 

the strongholds of •silKen Thomas• in his rebellion of 1534-5 

(Brewer and Bullen 1867, 62), It was repaired in 1536 by the 

Lord Deputy, Lord Leonard Grey <Hamilton 1860, 19). After the 

rebellion the castle was seized by the Crown and it was used 

by royal of-f ic ials. In 1548, for instance, the Lord Deputy, 

Sir Edward Bellingham, wrote from the "Bridge of Athy" on an 

expedition against the O Mordha and O Conchobhair Failge 

(Hamilton 1860, 85, 93). In 1569 it was described as the 

•Newc as te 11 on the bridge of Ath ie • < 11 ROKPR I, 203: no . 

1356). In 1598 the castle &Jas occupied and garrisoned by 

James FitzPiers FitzGerald 1.1ho held it against the Crown 



forc:es under Sir Ric:hard Bingham < AtK inson 1895, 361). In the 

following year he was compelled to surrender the castle to 

the earl of Essex, who marched on Athy with a large force 

<AtKinson 1899, 38). No further direct references to the 

castle are Known although it is probably the castle t.1hich was 

garrisoned by a constable and forty warders in 1641-2 

(Gilbert 1885, 127, 129>. According to Murphy ( 1902, 284) it 

was bombarded by Preston in 1648, and was blown up by 

Confederate forces on the approach of the Crom.iellians. 

Description <Figs . 9-12> 

Rectangular three floored tower house with a base batter . 

It has basal dimensions of 11.2 by 9.2 m and it is some 12 m 

high on the west side with a further 3 m of stepped parapets 

and modern bricKworK. The castle lies on the east side of the 

Barrow, on the north side of Leinster St and contols the 

bridge giving access to the town from the west. Originally it 

may have been constructed on an island because the mill 

stream would have cut it off from the town on the east. The 

masonry is roughly coursed limestone with dressed quoins. A 

three floored addition was added on the north in the 

nineteenth century. The castle is in private hands and access 

to the interior was refused to the Survey's staff. 

The ground floor was originally entered through a pointed 

door 1.1ith chamfered jambs and rounded rear-arch in the south 

wall but this was partly blocKed and replaced by a larger 

pointed door during the nineteenth century alterations. Two 
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gun-loops are present in the west wall at ground floor level, 

both of which looK onto the bridge. At first floor level 

there is .a round-headed chamfered loop in the south wal I, an 

angle loop on the south-east corner , and two blocKed loops in 

the east wall. The only original external feature of the 

second floor is a round-headed loop in the south wall. Five 

modern flat-headed windows have been inserted in the r.,est 

wal 1, and two in the east wal 1, Two p 1 aques are inserted into 

the south �all, one on either side of the original door . 

Plaque 1 <Fig. 11 > 

On west of original entrance. Limestone. Rectangular . 

relief inscription in Roman lettering: 

False 

RECAROVS COSSEN/ PREPOSlTE WILLE/ OE ATHlE POSVIT/ HANG 

LAPIOEM VI/ GESIMO SEPTIMO/ l"'ENSIS IVNIO/ AN'J O 1575 ANO 

QUE/ REGNE REGltNJE ELIZA/ BEIH OESIMO SEPTIMO/ MOLHLEN 

0 KELLE 

Richard Cossen, provost of the town of Athy placed this 

stone the twenty seventh of the month of June A.O. 1575, 

and in the seventeenth year of Queen Elizabeth's reign. 

Mo 1 hen O 'Ke 1 1 y • 

A manuscript presented to the OuKe of Leinster in 1857 states 

that this stone was found c.1770-80 in the old mill attached

to the castle <NLI: Ms. 16172), Lord Walter Fitzgerald, who 

seems to have been unaware of this manuscript suggested that 

it may have come from a rebuilding of the bridge < 1907-9c , 

600 >. 
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Dims: H. 43 w. 48 cm.

Plaque 2 (Fig. 12) 

On the east side of the entrance. Limestone. Decorated in 

relief with the arms of the FitzGeralds . The heater-shaped 

shield has the cross saltire surrounded by an ins er ibed 

wreath with a chained monKey on the dexter side as a 

supporter. There are inscribed scrolls and an IHS with an 

interlaced ribbon on the sinister . The wreath and scrolls 

have a worn blacKletter inscription which is now illegible. 

Its original location is also unKnown (Omurethi 191113-5, 50-1, 

60-62: FitzGerald 1921-5, 58)

Dims: H. 50 W. 90 cm 

8. TOWN DEFENCES

The reference to Thomas janitor C "gateKeeper •) of Athy in 

1297 provides possible evidence for the enclosure of the town 

in the late thirteenth century. Otherwise there is nothing to 

indicate the existence of town defences prior to 1515, the 

year in which Henry VIII's charter authorised the citizens to 

enclose Athy with stone walls and ditches <Mac Niocaill 

1964a, 1B2). Furthermore there is no documentary evidence to 

demonstrate conclusively that this enclosure was carried out 

subsequent to 1515. 

Description (Figs. B, 13) 

No structural evidence for the town wall survives in Athy 
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but it is possible to guage some of its original course from 

a nineteenth century manuscript account (NL.I: Ms . 16172). 

The East BanK <Fig. 8} 

The walls enclosed a □-shaped area, measuring 290 by 200 

m, whose long side was formed by the river Barrow. At its 

north-west corner, the wall ran from the river Barrow to 

TUBBER MUILANO GATE in Stanhope Street, then along the south 

side of Stanhope Place to the mural tower , Known as the BLACK 

CASTLE. It continued eastwards from here to the jun ct ion of 

Stanhope Place with Mount HawKins, where it turned south 

along Chapel Lane to ST. MICHAEL'S GATE. From there it 

continued southwards along Meeting House Lane, then across 

the modern property boundaries to PRESTON'S GATE, from where 

it returned westwards to the Barrow. The Dominican friary 

would have been situated outside the defences , within its own 

precinct, on the south. 

Preston's Gate CFig. 13> 

This is the only feature of the toun wall for which there 

is good pictorial evidence. In the late eighteenth century 

the name was regarded as a corruption of Postern Gate, 

because it was regarded as a pastern gate of the Dominican 

friary <Beauford 1793, 326}. This is almost certainly a

misinterpretation, however, because it was normal practice to 

call gatehouses after the families that owned them or lived 

in them. It was drawn by George du Noyer c .  1840 and a copy of 

th is drawing by Wil I iam Frazer is reproduced here. Th is shows 
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that it was a rectangular gatehouse, of fifteenth/ sixteenth 

century type, with a segmental arch. It was demolished in 

1860 <Comerford I891-95a, 65). A manuscript account, written 

in 1857, states that it was "Evident that the centre part was 

built long previous to the outer and inner jambs. The centre 

was originally constructed in a superior manner and of a 

different description of stone to the other portions and 

foundations of it were not laid so deep as 

recent add it ions" (NL.I: Ms. 16172). 

BlacK Castle 

those of 

the 

more 

According to the 1857 manuscript account this was on the 

site of Standhope House, now the Parochial House. There is no 

medieval evidence for the name, and 

mural to�Jer . 

it was most liKely a 

The defences of the east banK may have been enlarged in 

the seventeenth century in order to enclose the long burgage 

plots on either side of Leinster Street as far as its 

junction with St. Michael's Terrace. Rocque's plan of Ath�' 

shows that the street narrowed at this point suggesting 

there maY have been a gatehouse here. 

The West BanK 

The exact boundaries of the town on the west bani< 

that 

are 

un1<nown. The 1857 manuscript only provides a brief account of

the the •precincts" of St. John's. It may be suggested that



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

the wall ran westwards from the Barrow, at its south-east 

corner, along the rear of the burgage plots for a distance of 

about 200 m. Then it turned northwards to cross DuKe Street, 

and continued northwards for another 125 m before returning 

eastwards past St. John"s Hospital to the Barrow . 

9. ST MICHAEL'S PARISH CHURCH

The foundation date of this church is uncertain, the 

earliest references to it occurring in 1297 and 1298 (Mills 

1905, 182, 202), These give the dedication to St. Michael, 

which is obviously derived from the de St. Michael family who 

were the lords of Athy and who probably founded the church at 

some date in the thirteenth century. In 1311 John PouKoc and 

Alice Heyne were charged with entering the church "by a 

window which he first broKe" and stealing goods including 

silver, textiles , and foodstuffs from various chests 

deposited by different individuals (Wood, Longman and 

Griffith 1956, 227). A reference to the rectory of St. 

Michael in 1569 notes that it had belonged to 

hospital of St. John ", i.e. the priory of St. 

RDKPRI, 203: no. 13'56). The royal visitation of 

"the late 

Thomas ( 11 

1615 and 

Archbishop BulKeley's visitation of 1630 both note that the 

church and chancel were in good repair (Ronan 1941a, 48: 

1941b, 93), The earliest register of the parish of Athy notes 

that subscriptions for repairing the church were collected in 

1677 <NL.I: Ainsworth Reports on Private Collections, no. 

233), 
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Oescr ipt ion <Figs . 14-15) 

The ruined church is situated on high ground within its 

ch•.lrchyard, east of the town . The remains are those of a 

plain rectangular building lacKing a division into nave or 

chancel. The masonry consists of uncoursed mixed rubble 

it measures 27.85 by 9.8 m. 

and 

Only the rubble-covered foundations of the east wall 

survive but the north-east angle stands to a height of 3.7 m. 

The inner face of the north wall has collapsed at the east 

end and the outer corner is rounded as a result of 

rebuilding. The remains of two windows survive in this wall 

and there is a door slightly to the west of 

western window is missing its arch and it 

its centre. The 

has been badly 

damaged and blocKed. Only the western splay of the eastern 

window survives. The parallel-sided door is an insert ion, 

probably of fifteenth century date, which lacKs its arch, The 

west gable, which is now cover-ed in ivy, stands to a height 

of almost 6 m and is 1.2 m th icK. The wal 1 was 1 it bY a flat 

headed window with internal splay in the centre of the wall: 

it has a pointed segmental rear arch which has largely 

collapsed. Above this, in the gable, 

�Jh ich may have 1 i't a loft but it is 

is a similar window 

concealed by a thicK 

growth of ivy. The south wall stands to a height of 3.7 m 

above internal ground level at the west end but the eastern 

half is low and overgrown , There is a rise in ground level 

both inside and outside at the east due to the collapse of 

masonrY and the insertion of burials . At the west end of the 
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wall there is a single splayed �Jindow. It is blocKed and the 

rear arch has collapsed. The original south door was a round 

arched one of t�10 orders, 1, 97 m in width. The original jambs 

were removed but the segmental arch is present. The outer 

arch is 1.6 m high, the inner one is 2.2 m. The doorway was 

subsequently blocKed and a smaller door inserted, probably in 

the fifteenth century. The east end of the south wall 

survives only in fragments , J. Carroll < 1891-5, 103) mentions 

an old arch in front of the church near the road but what it 

formed part of is unc 1 ear. 

Monuments 

Cross-slab, 13th cent. <Fig, 16) 

Limestone . Only the lower half survives. Tapering slab with 

pointed end. 

relief with 

fl e u r -de -l y s . 

Concavely 

the shaft 

chamfered and 

of cross 

decorated in false 

terminating in a 

Oims: L. 107; W. at surviving top 53 tapering to 42 cm; T. 16

cm, 

cross-slab. 13th cent. (Fig. 17) 

Limestone. Only the upper half survives. Tapering slab with 

chamfered edges. Decorated with an incised fleur-de-lys 

cross, enclosing a lozenge shape in the cross-head.

Dims: L, 130; W. at head 60 tapering to 52 cm at broKen 

base: T. 14 cm. 

crucifixion plaque. Late 16th/17th cent. (Fig. 18)

Described by Carroll (1891-5, 102) as a cross this small 



limestone pl aq•.1.;i was original l :,· a grave-marKer but i1: is no1.1 

in A1:hy museum. The original surface of 1:he stone forms a 2 

cm border around the crucifixion 1.1hich is in false relief. 

The figure is nailed 1:o a Latin cross 1.1ith splayed arms . The 

head is bent onto the right shouldo;ir , the arms are stre1:ched 

up1.1ards and the figure is wearing an elaborate perizonium. 

Dims: H. 2B; w. 22,5; T. 5.5 cm. 

i"liss ing monuments 

Carrol 1 ( 1B91-5, 103) mentions the existence of a seventeenth 

century graveslab to Capt. Robert Pearson and he records a 

tradition that a font or cross was buried within the church 

ruins . 

10. DOMINICAN FRIARY

The foundation date of this friary is variously given as 

1253 or 1257 and the founders as the Boisles , Ouganos 

(Wogans> or de St. Michaels <Gwynn and HadcocK 1970, 222). 

After the battle with Edward Bruce near Ardscu11 in 1318 many 

of the nobles who had been Killed were buried here (Brewer 

and Bullen 1871, 133). Otherwise practically nothing is Known 

of its history, however , although it may have been the 

"monastery of Athy" burned by the Irish in 1374 and again in 

1546. In 1540, the Dissolution documents state that 

been burned b:,· Donald Mc Care Kavanagh ( l,.h i1:e 1943,

it had 

172 >. In 

the same year it was leased to Martin Pelles (7 RDKPRI, 45: 

no , 126). An inquisition dated 6 December 1542 described the 



monastery as a church and belfry, a chapter house, dormitory, 

hall, three chambers and a Kitchen, a cemetery, 

orchard (Comerford 189 1 -5 , 67 ) . In 1588 the 

garden and 

friary was 

granted by Henry, earl of Kildare and others to Robert Lalor 

of Maynooth < Ir Rec Comm 1826, Kildare, James no. S). In 

1598 James FitzPiers FitzGerald and other rebels tooK control 

of •the abbey of Athy" which had been guarded for the Crown 

by a constable and garrison of twenty men, and gave it to 

Ouny Mac Rory O'More, �1ho is said to have "broKen 

down " C At K ins on 1895 , 36 1 , 375 ) • It could not 

the abbey 

have been 

destroyed completely, however , because in the following year 

it was recorded that the earl of Essex had retaKen the abbey 

(AtKinson 1899, 38). Although it is impossible to be certain, 

it seems liKely that this "abbey of Athy" was the Dominican 

friary rather than the priory of st. Thomas, because it is 

clear that the former was frequently referred to as an abbey 

(see Ir. Rec Comm 1826, Kildare, James I, no. 

1952, 86), The friary was garrisoned during the 

a: Simington 

Confederate 

wars and it was destroyed in 1650 by the Irish Catholics on 

the approach of the Cromwellian army under Hewson 

189t-5a, 54-5; Omurethi 19�3-5, 57). 

The friary was located on the east banK of 

According to local tradition recorded in the 

century, its precincts extended from the Barrow 

C Comerford 

the river . 

eighteenth 

along the 

north side of the old protestant parish church, which stood 

on the south of the Town Hall, to the corner of Offaly 

street, and from there to Preston "s Gate and the rear of the 

gardens of the present house called The Abbey (Beauford 1793, 
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326). De Burgo C 1762, 257) states that the Protestant church 

occupied the site of the friary but he noted that the church 

was entirely new , The site is now open ground south of the 

To1.1n Hall. 

11, PRIORY OF ST TI-lOMAS AND HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN 

<FRATRES CRUCIFERI) 

The foundation date of this priory is uncertain. 

According to G1.1ynn and HadcocK < 1970, 210> it was established 

either during the reign of King John or in 1253. The pattern 

of other foundations by the Fratres Cruciferi, ho1.1ever , 1.1ould 

suggest the earlier date <Guynn and HadcocK 1970, 210-16). As 

was corrnron in foundations of this order , the priory was 

associated with a hosp ital. It is referred to in a document 

of c. 1270-80 as "the priory of St. Thomas the Martyr u ith its 

hospital containing brothers, sisters and sicK" (Gilbert 

1897, 1q6). In 1312!5 the tuo institutions are referred to as 

the "house of St. Thomas the Martyr , of Athy, and the 

hospital of St. John thereof" (23 RDKPRI, es: no. 536). In 

later sources the dedications were sometimes confused. The 

1305 reference occurs in a grant by Sir John de St. Michael 

to the priory of timber from his wood of Reban "for their 

worKs". This may indicate a specific building project or it 

may mean no more than ordinary maintenance. In 137q it was 

recorded that the •town and priory of Athy" had been burned 



by the O Mordha of Laois <Tresh.am 1823, 87: no. 60). Although 

it is impossible to be certain it is liKely that the priory 

in question was St. Thomas ', situated on the west banK of the 

Barrow rather than the Dominicans on the east. In 1474-5, the 

prior of St. Thomas the Mart:,·r was alleged to have "allowed 

the house and church of the said priory to fall into ruin, 

and neglected to repair them, so that the ruin of the greater 

part of the buildings is to be feared" <Twemlow 1955, 395). 

The priory was dissolved bY 1540 but no extent of its 

possess ions is Known <White 1943, 23). Somc;i idea of its 

extent, however, is Known from later inqu is it ions. A deed of 

1603 notes that in 1568 James Foster had been granted the 

priory of St, John with a church, a hall, a garden, a stable, 

five cottages and a ruinous tower <Ir Rec Comm 1826, Dublin, 

Jae I, no. 1). ln 1608, John Binglie and John Kinge were 

given •the scite and precincte of the late hospital or 

priorie of St. Johns of Athy - one church, a hall, a stable, 

an hospital called St. John's hospitall, 5 cottages" and 

other lands <ErcK 1846-52, ii, 456). In 1546 when Alexander 

de st. Michae I was confirmed in possess ion of the "rectory or 

church of Saint John or Sa.int Thomas of Athye • it is cl ear 

that the priory church was functioning as a parish church 

<Morrin 1861, 117), By 1654 that portion of Athy 1o1est of the 

Barrow belonged to the "parish of St. John"s Hospital" 

(Simington 1952, 86). The hospital site was leased to Ednl.lnd 

Sutton in 1551 (8 ROKPRI, 124: no. 928), James Foster in 

156S-9 < 11 ROKPRI, 186: no . 1247), and Anthony Po1o1er in 1575 

( 12 RDKPRI, 153: no. 2631). The hospital was st ii 1 standing 
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in 1608 but later in the seventeenth century it was granted 

to the Eustace family <ErcK 1846-52, 456: Mahaffy 1907, 601). 

Description 

The priory was situated on the west side of the Barrow to 

the north of St, John 's Lane. Today, it is occupied by a 

modern monastery, a private house called St John's House, and 

a disused graveyard. The north wall of the graveyard 

preserves a portion of wall, 12 m long, which may be part of 

the original priory or hospital, The masonry consists of 

uncoursed limestone and it stands to a height of 1.8 m above 

ground internally and 3.8 m above the ground level of St 

John •s House, externally. It is 90 cm th icK and has the 

splays of a blocKed window, lacKing its jambs , which is 1.9 m 

wide internally. Some dressed limestone and granite stones 

are set into the west wall of the graveyard. 

pre-1700 monuments. 

There are no 

Carved stones <Fig. 19). 

Placed over the garden gate in St John 's House, immediately 

north-east of the graveyard, is a twin-light round-headed 

limestone window with a diamond shaped opening in the central 

spandrel. The two chamfered limestone jambs of the gate have 

glazing bar-holes and grooved recesses . A 1 imestone head, 

probably of recent date , is set above the window. 

H, of jambs : 188; W. 21 cm. 

Wind o �J : H. 50 W. 125 T. 4 1 cm 



Missing monument 

According to FitzGerald ( 1892-4b, 191) and Hannon ( 1891-5, 

114) there was a graves1ab here with the raised inscription: 

WILLIAM WATSON NOVEMBER 30TH 1635. 

12. OTHER FEATURES

WoodstocK Castle (Fig. 20). 

Located north-west of the town. Thirteenth century structure 

with sixteenth and seventeenth century additions . An 

important castle which was the centre of the St. Michael 

manor of WoodstocK. Now in poor condition. 

Be 11. 1682. 

Originally from St. 

Inscribed: 

Michael 's church, now in Town Hal 1. 

THl[Sl BELL WACS] ��DE IN THE YEAR 1682 FOR THE CHVRCH : 

OF ATHY/ ROBERT SOMMERTSON AND ANCHOR WILL [Sl CHIRH 

RWO' 

Hobson 1892-4, 509: FitzGerald 1906-Sa. 

13. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. Stone axehead. From Athy. NMI: 1937:3648. Dept.

Rep. NMI 1935-6, 16. 

Education 
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2-21, Tt�enty fl at stone axes . From Athy. Dept. Educ at ion Rep.

NMI 1930-1, 12. 

22. Stone axehead. From Athy town. NMI 1937: 2461,

23-4. Bronze axehead and slate flaKe.

1937: 2428-9. 

25. Bronze basal-looped spearhead. 

grave 1 in river barrow, c .  200 yards 

From Athy town . NMI 

Found while dredging 

above Belview, Athy, 

•near site of old ford•. NMI S.A. 1928:701.

Rep . NMI 1928-9, 11. 

Dept. Education 

26. Bronze basal-looped spearhead. Found in gravel dredged 

from river Barrow between Athy bridge and Horse bridge, AthY, 

1927, 1'1'11 S.A. 1928:702, Dept. Education Rep. NMI 1928-9, 11, 

27, Bronze looped spearhead. From near Athy. Pr iv ate 

poss.ass ion. 

28. SocKeted bronze dagger. Found in gravel while rebuilding 

Horse bridge on river Barrot.1, Athy, 1927. NMI S.A. 1928:700. 

29. Bronze sword, From Athy. NMI W.7. Eogan 1965, 67.

3�. Bronze s1.1ord. From Athy . NMI P240. Eogan 1965, 29, 

31-2. Two iron daggers <late sixteenth/ early s.eventeenth 

century>. Found below street in sewer-digging, Athy, NMI 

336-7, These may have formed part of a larger 

collection described in a List of Antiquities found 

Kildare, presented to the marquis of Kildare in 1847, as 

in 

a 

pipe , piece of armour , sword, tt.10 cannon balls, bottle and 



sKull (having a cut on the right temple) all "found in Athy 

Street in sinKing the main sewer , nearly opposite Shiell 's 

Hotel. There was the foundation of a large wall with a small 

apartment built into the thicKness of the wall. The entire 

being 7 feet below the present surface of the street" <NLI 

Ms . 18857). The whereabouts of these objects is unKnown. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS ANO POTENTIAL 

The Problems 

Athy is important to archaeological research as an 

example of an Anglo-Norman marKet town . Larger towns , such as 

orogheda and Dublin, have been the subject of detailed 

archaeological research but little is Known of 

more typical towns. Within Leinster , Athy is 

the smaller , 

unusual as an 

example of an Anglo-Norman town founded during the middle of 

the thirteenth century. It is also unusual as an example of a 

frontier town which survived the Gaelic revival and rem...ined 

an urban centre throughout the fourteenth and fifteenth 

centuries . It witnessed new growth in the sixteenth century, 

initially as a result of patronage by the earls of Kildare 

and subsequent I:,, from the Dublin government. In summary, the 

ancestry of the modern town 

problem for 

archaeological 

archaeology 

herita9111 

is clearly medieval 

is to that 

is properly protected 

interference by modern developments and recorded in 

and the

Athy 's 

from 

advance 
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of destruction , 

Documentary sources for Athy are fe1� before 1701:) and 

further inform.tion on the early growth of the town is most 

liKely to come from archaeological excavation . The topography 

of the town poses a number of specific problems which require 

solving. 

Toe replanning of the town in the late seventeenth or 

early eighteenth century maKes it difficult to be certain 

about the medieval street pattern, particularly the 

relationship of Offaly Street to MarKet Square . It is evident 

from the historically documented Preston 's Gate that Offaly 

Street was a medieval street but the MarKet Square is clearly 

a piece of post-medieval planning and it is liKely that house 

foundations survive below ground on its western side . Toe

form of housing within the town before 1700 remains unKnown. 

The excavation of houses is important not only for the 

information which it sheds on the form and typology of the 

houses but also because it enables co!Tl'arisons to be drawn 

with houses Known from other parts of Ireland and Britain, 

permitting a better Knowledge of the quality of life in Athy 

before 1700. Examination of seventeenth century housing 

should provide information on whether the town received a 

sizeable new imput of population or not and should shed 

from important light on the regions of England or 

which these inhabitants came. It would also be 

Ireland 

important to 

determine if it is s 1 m 11 ar to 

Plantation or different from it. 

the housing of the Ulster 



The White Castle is an intact medieval building and one 

of the few tower houses in Ireland on which there is spec if ic 

h i s tor i c a l i n for mat ion • I t is to be identified with the 

"br id9e castle" mentioned in medieval 

whereabouts of the second castle, the 

documents but the 

"castle of Athy" 

remains elusive . It may have been on the western side of the 

bridge but in the present state of Kno1.1ledge it is i�ossible 

to be certain . The discovery of this castle would shed 

important new light on the development of medieval Athy. The 

area in the vicinity of the White Castle is also important. 

It has been indicated above that the castle was probably 

located on an island in the river Barrow . The rediscovery of 

this island would provide information on 1.1hether the castle 

had an outer defence, such as a ba1.1n, or not. Excavation in 

this area is IiKely to reveal not only information regarding 

the arrangement of buildings within the fort but also 

evidence on alterations or ne1.1 defences. 

The course of the town defences is very speculative and 

the outline su99ested above needs to be tested by excavation 

in order to determine whether it is correct or not. There is 

a strong possibility that mural towers such as the BlacK 

Castle were present. Excavation should also recover 

information on whether or not the defences were strengthened 

bY the addition of earthen ra�arts in the seventeenth 

century. Excavation is liKely to reveal traces of these 

because even where the wall, or rampart, has been removed it 

is IiKely that a ditch would survive intact. 



Athy is unusual as an Anglo-Norman to�Jn in having its 

parish church located outside the wall and excavation in the 

vicinity of st. Michael's church is important to determine 

whether the parish church had separate defences or not. The 

Dominican friary and St. Thomas ' priory <St. John's hospital) 

were located within their own precincts and it is important 

to ramember that these wer& large building co�lexes , having 

not only a church and cloister , but ranges of domestic 

buildings as well. Excavation in these areas is significant 

not only for the architectural information it will yield on 

how the form of the buildings changad through time but also 

because the excavation of a medieval cemetery, such as at St. 

Halen 's , YorK, can provide otherwise unobtainable information 

about health, diet, mortality rates 

inhabitants of medieval Athy, 

and disease among the 

The presence of a distinct burgage plot pattern in 

�einster Street suggests an expansion of the town in th is 

area during the seventeenth century and the possibility of an 

extra-mural suburb in this area should be borne in mind. In a 

5 i mi 1 ar way it is possible that there may have been 

extra-mural development in William Street and the lower part 

of WoodstocK Street. WoodstocK castle, on the northern edge 

of town, is an i�ortant building whose 

environment should not be disturbed. 

Archaeological Potential 

immediate 

Archaeology does not consist solely of excavation nor 
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does it stop at ground level. The archaeolog i,:al evidence for 

Athy's past comprises all the physical remains of man's 

activities on the site of the town, from its thirteenth 

century beginnings until the present day. The surviving 

street pattern, property boundaries and standing buildings 

constitute the uppermost levels of the archaeological 

stratigraphy, and all are relevant to the study of the town's 

past. Documentary evidence also plays a role in 

reconstructing the history of early Athy, but for the wide 

range of human activity omitted from the written accounts and 

for the early periods when documentation is slight, 

archaeology is our only source of information . The evidence 

of archaeology and topography, of architecture and of 

documents, is coll'f'lementary; each gains from the existence of 

the others and the unrecorded destruction of one form of 

evidence not only removes part of a town's archive but also 

diminishes the usefulness of those which are preserved. 

The survey of its archaeology indicates that the town is 

a fine exarN>le of a medieval town . The only standing 

buildings of pre-1700 date are White Castle, St. Michael's 

church, a wall of st. John's hospital and WoodstocK castle . 

With these exceptions the destruction of buildings above 

ground has been total. Archaeological layers have been 

destroyed by the construction of cellars and substantial 

houses on the street frontages, but it is liKely that 

deposits survive intact behind the frontages . The open spaces 

around the Court House and MarKet Square are important 

because they probably seal medieval remains below ground 



l e v e l • Th e re is , then , t he s tr on g 

house foundations, refuse pits, 

l iKe l ihoo.j of recovering 

industrial areas, and

worKshops of medieval and seventeenth century date within the 

town. 

ARCHAEOLOGY, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

It is evident from the foregoing that archaeology is an 

important means of learning about Athy's past and of 

understanding the character and detailed form of the town 

today. This is more than just an academic pursuit because 

without an appreciation of the factors which have shaped 

Athy's present character, steps taKen to conserve that 

character will not be wholly effective, or �orse, features 

basic to its unique identity may be unwittingly destroyed. 

The protection of buried archaeological evidence presents 

serious problems for not only is there the pressure of 

redevelopment and the high value of urban properties with 

which to contend, but the sites themselves are often 

difficult to define or evaluate; their full archaaological 

potential may only become apparent when an excavation is 

undertaKen in advance of development or by observations made 

while developmant is in progress. It is crucial, therefore, 

that a concerted effort should be made to safeguard its 

archaeological heritage and that adequate provision 

for investigation in advance of any redevelopment. 

best achieved by maK ing the realisation of 

is made 

Th is is 

archaeological potential one of the objectives of 

Athy's 

its 



development plan. The objective may then be achieved bY 

judicious use of planning constraints and 

attached to planning consents . 

Area of Archaeological Potential 

The shaded portion of the accompanying

delimits the area of archaeological potential

by conditions 

map <Fig. 21) 

\Ji th in modern 

Athy. This comprises the suggested walled area of the 

medieval to1o1n, the area east of this as far as st. Michael's,

the medieval parish church, and an area in William Street and

the lower half of WoodstocK Street where there may have been

a suburb. outside the town an area around WoodstocK castle is

included. 
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BALLYMORE EUSTACE 

Ballymore Eustace is a small town situated on the right 

Cnorth) banK of the river LiffeY in the east of county 

Kildare on the border with county WicKlow ,  It is located some 

12 Klm south-east of Naas on the road from Naas to 

Baltinglass . The name Ballymore, i.e . "the large settlement•, 

is found in late t�1elfth century documents . The epithet 

Eustace first occurs in Irish in 1546 and in English sources 

from 1666 < de hOir 1974-7, 98). It is thought to derive from 

the fact that the Eustace family held the office of constable 

of the castle for most of the Middle Ages. 

Throughout the medieval period Ballymore was a manor 

belonging to the archbishops of Dublin, The site benefited 

from its situation on the main south road from Dublin to 

Athy, Carlow and KilKenny. It was only during the seventeenth 

and eighteenth centuries that this road was diverted through 

Kilcullen and then Ballymore lost much of its importance , It 

formed part of the archbishop's estates shortly after the 

Anglo -Norman invasion because references occur to the 

archbishop's castle of Ballymore in a grant of 1181-90, and 

to his manor of Ballymore in a grant of 1191 CMcNeill 1950, 

18, 19), Between 1189 and 1199 the archbishop was granted a 

weeKlY marKet at Ba1lymore b�· John, as count of Mortain 

(Mcl'leill 1950, 26), i.ahile in 1234 Henry 

archbishop the right to hold a yearly fair 

III granted the 

there CMcNeill 

1950, 66). These grants indicate that a large settlement was 



developing at Ballymore, A document of C ,  1256-66 indicates 

that the site had become a borough with the burgesses holding 

their burgages according to the laws of Breteuil, paying 12d 

yearly and each holding ten acres in burgage (McNeill 

120). An extent of the manor of Ballymore , drawn up in 

1950, 

1326, 

states that there were 160 burgages in the borough, as well 

as two water mllls and a common Kiln <McNeil! 1950, 190). 

There were also a further sixteen cottages that paid no rent 

and four cottages then lying waste as well as a plot of land 

called "Taillourebourgage" <McNeil! 1950, 189). A further 

indication of Ballymore's size and status is provided by the 

fact that a parliament was held there in 1389 ( Berry 1907, 

491). Despite its frontier situation on the borders of the Ui 

Tuathail and Ui Bhriain of WicKlow, the borough continued to 

function throughout the fifteenth century. In 1450 the grant 

of a weeKly marKet and annual fair at Ballymore was confirmed 

by the King to the archbishop (Berry 1910, 255). One of the 

complaints made against Robert FitzEustace, constable of 

Batlymore castle, in 1467-8 was that he was distraining the 

freeholders and burgesses of the town and manor <Berry 1914, 

585), Ballymore was plundered during the Geraldine revolt of 

1546 CAFM) while in 1572 it was reported that all Ballymore, 

except for one Le Strange's house and castle had been burned 

by the Irish <FitzGerald 1899-1902c, 350), 

these attacKs on the town is not clear but in 

The effect of 

1608 James 

revived the rights of fairs and marKets there <ErcK 1846-52, 

ii, 488). In 1659 the population iias given as 132 c Pender 

1939, 378).



ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

2. MARKET PLACE

3. INDUSTRIAL AREAS

q. CASTLE

5. ST. JOHN'S PARISH CHURCH

6. MISCELLANEOUS

7. LIST OF STRAY FINDS.

1. STREETS Al'O STREET PATTERN

The town is built on the sides of a valley which slopes 

down to the north banK of the river Liffey (Fig. 22). 

Garrison Hill is on the south and a long gravel ridge lies on 

the north. The layout of the modern town , based on Main 

Street and MarKet Square is no older than the seventeenth 

century. The whereabouts of the medieval borough is uncertain 

b U t it i S l i Ke l Y that it W a S S it e d in the V i C in it y Of St • 

John 's church or close to the Liffey bridge. Church Street, 

near the bridge, has a well defined burgage plot pattern but, 

without excovation, it is difficult to Know whether it is 

older than the earlY nineteenth century or not. One feature, 

however , suggests that Church Road may be the site of the old 

borough, namely the strange alignment between Main Street and 

ChLirch Road. In terms of plan analysis Main Street and Church 

Road form two units and it is evident that one of them must 

be older than the other . Main Street is clearly the result of 



Planning and an argument can be made that it would have been 

located closer to the bridge, if the Church Road area was not 

already built up. It will require excavation , ho1Jever , to 

satisfactorily determine the 

borough. 

2. MARKET PLACE

location of the medieval 

The marKet place of the seventeenth century town was 

MarKet Square, at the head of Main Street. The �hereabouts of 

the marKet place of the medieval borough is unKnown. 

3. lNOUSTRIAL AREAS

With its location on the river Liffey 

suitable for milling and, although medieval 

the site was 

references are 

1acKing, the earlY nineteenth century woolen mills may occupy 

an older site. The reference to the common 

suggests that pottery was manufactured locally 

Ki 1 n in 1326 

and the two 

finds of furnace waste listed below, discovered in the field 

between Hillgrove and the Garda Siochana station, may have 

been derived from this Kiln , 

4. THE CASTLE

Toe archbishop's castle at Ballymore is referred to as 

earlY as 1181-90 and it 1Jas probably erected 

the Anglo-Norman arrival (McNeill 1950, 18). 

shortly after 

In 1203 King 



John instructed the just ic 1ar to restore the castle of 

Ballymore to the archbishop <Sweetman 1875-86, i, no. 180). 

In 127q-5 the justlciar, Geoffrey de Geneville, accounted for

monies spent on the fortification of Ballymore castle (36 

RDKPRI, 41) but it is not Known what this involved, The 

description of the castle in the extent of the manor prepared

in 1326 describes it as being in a delapidated state. Within 

the castle were •a hall now thrown down, a chamber for the 

archbishop, a chapel, a small chamber for clerKs, a Kitchen 

roofed with shingles, a stable and a grange, thatched", which

were greatly in need of repair: there had also been a granary

and a chamber for the constable but these had been burnt 

down: three acres of meadow was also stated to be within the 

castle ( Mc Ne 11 l 195el, 189). The delapidation was not 

irretrievable, however, and monies were spent on maintaining

the castle, probably because of its strategic importance. In 

1355, for instance, GodfreY FitzEustace and Richard de 

penKeston were assigned by the King to ensure that the 

garrison of 8all:,,more was up to full strength (Tresham 1828, 

s2: no. 112). In 1356, Maurice FitzGerald, earl of Kildare, 

was censured for not Keeping the garrison up to strength and 

was ordered to ensure that five mounted officers, twelve 

we11-armed hobelars, and forty fullY equipped archers were 

stationed at Ballymore <Tresham 1828, se: no. 41; Fit.::Gerald 

1ass-t902c, 3q5). In the early fourteenth century the castle 

was being used as a prison ( Mi 11 s 1914, 495; Fitzgerald 

1ass-1902, 3q4-5). In 1373 the archb ishoP appointed Thomas 

FitzEustace as constable of the castle initiating the 
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association of the Eustace family with Ballymore <FitzGerald 

1899-1902c ,  345). In 1453-4, parliament made an order for the 

repair of Ballymore castle <Serr�· 1910, 299). Rmong the 

complaints made against Robert FitzEustace, constable of the 

castle, in 1468 were that he had appointed an Irishman, 

Laurence O'Reegan, as sub-constable and had lodged his sheep 

in the vaults of the castle <Berry 1914, 585). Little is 

Known of the later history of the castle but it is Known that 

in 1669 it was leased to William Williams, a Dublin brewer , 

on condition that he Kept it in repair < Les 1 ie 1934 -5, 39) •

The cast 1 e had fallen into considerable decay bY 1773, 

however, when Gabriel Ber-anger 's drawing shows little more 

than one wall, with the returns of two others, of a square 

Keep-liKe structure <Fig. 23). 

The precise location of the castle is uncertain . 

1907) suggested that lt may have stood on Close Hill 

Orpen 

while 

Ronan <  1941a, 36, n .108) records the tradition that it stood 

on Garrison Hill.

Close Hill is situated on rising ground north of BarracK 

St and is an outlying rise of a large gravel 

immediately to the north. It is the highest point 

ridge 

in the 

village and commands extensive. views, especially to the west. 

On top of the hill is a conical mound with pointed top <Fig. 

24). It is 2121 m h i9h, and the upper 3-4 m appear to be the 

result of artificial heightening. The north side of the mound 

has been quarried for gravel. The summit is uneven, with a 

diameter of 9 m, and a sloping platform on the west which is 



6 - 7 m ~Jide a nd 1.5 m below the t o p of the mound. Larg e stones 

with mort a r tr aces a nd masonry blocKs are presen t in the 

enclosing field fence, a nd are clear l y derived from a 

subs tantial structure. 

Ga rri s on Hill is situated on a bend of the Liffey and 

protected by a very steep scarp on the s outh-east and 

south-west. The hill has a saucer-shaped top, 50 by 22 m with 

a crescent shaped platform some 4 m below on the north-west . 

There is a shallow ditch and external banK of uncertain date 

surrounding the top of the hill on the south and s outh-east 

but this may be of modern date. There are no traces of 

structures or earthworKs on the hill. 

5. ST JOHN'S PARISH CHURCH 

The first reference to a church at Ballymore occurs in 

1192 although the presence of tw o high crosses in the 

churchyard almost certainly indicates the existence of a 

pre-Norman church site. The church was a prebend of St. 

Pat r icK 's cathedr a l in Dub 1 in , fr om before 1227 when it was 

valued at 20 marKs CFitzGer ald 1899-1902c, 344, 348: Berry 

1898, 174 ) , In a document of 1529-34 it is r e ferred to as the 

"church of Bless ed Mar Y of Bal l Y more " ( Mc Ne i l 1 1950, 297 ), 

whil e FitzGerald < 1899- 19(()2) points out that the a nnual f ai r 

granted b y th e archbishop in 1234 commenced o n the eve of the 

Ass umption of the Bl essed Virgin , indicat ing that that was 

t he d e dication o f the church, The church was des cribed as i n 

good repa ir in the Roya l vis itat i on of 1615 <Ronan 1941a, 36) 
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but it was apparently in poor repair by the time of 

arc hbishop BulKeley ' s visitation of 1630 (Ronan 1941b, 77). 

The present church is a nineteenth century construction 

but there are fragments of an older roughly coursed limestone 

building on the east and south. One fragment, south of the 

chance 1 ' s east wal 1 , is four courses high and measures 2 b y 

1.05 min width. A second section, on the east, is part of 

the original east wall and has a window splay. The wall is 3 

m high, 1.8 min length and 1.05 m wide. The footings of this 

section can be seen in the ground for some 5 m to the south . 

The churchyard is overgrown. 

Monume nt s 

Ring e d cross 1. Pre-1200 <Fig, 26) . 

Granite. On north s ide of the church , Tapering shaft leaning 

outwards from a deeply buried rectangular granite base. The 

upper shaft and the east side of the south arm are damaged . 

Th e west face has a large central boss s urrounded b y a low 

rounded moulding. The ring on both f aces is banded b y a 

double half-roll moulding. There is a boss at the to p of the 

E face of the s h aft. The cross was re-erected in the late 

t 7th century. Inci se d inscription on the we s t arm, ring and 

sha ft in Roman capita ls: N/ IHS/ ERECTED BY/ R/ l\0/ THE 9/ 

16/ 89/ BY/ AM WM, 

oims: H. 340 w. across arms 140 

Shaft : H. 2 15 W. 49-42 T . 35-33 

Base: w. 103 T . 87 cm . 



Ringed cross 2. Pre- 1200 <Fig. 27). 

South-east of the church. Granite. Unpierce d ringed cross. 

Carved from a single blocK of s tone . The base is a ta l 1 

rectangular piece of stone not much wid er than the shaft . It 

has a low moulding around its circumfere nce close to the 

ground. The shaft tapers from top to bottom a nd its edges are 

rounded. The s haft is undecorated except for half-diamond 

shapes on the lower end of each face. The top of the shaft 

has a smal l portion of the ring and the lower sections of 

recessed spandre l s . 

Dims: Base: H.82 <min) w. 56-46 T.40-38 

Shaft: H.115 <min) W.35 T.27-24 cm 

Latin cross . Date uncertain 

Situated north of the church. Granite. Roughly shaped. 

Dims : H. 67 W. 40 across arms. T.15 cm. 

Cross-slab. Prob. pre-1200 <Fig. 28). 

Tapering granite s 1 ab. Incised cross 1J i th e x panded arms. Set 

upright in the ground 1.1est of the church . 

Dims: H. 103 <min) W. 67-47 T. 19 cm. 

Font. 12th cent. <Fig. 25 ) 

In church porch. Granite. Large circular font consisting of a 

basin, shaft and b ase c arved from one stone. 

trace of a cover . Th e sides o f th e b as in slope 

There is 

inward s 

no 

a nd 

the si d e-d r ainage hole i s wider in t h e basin and narrows to a 

step on the circular shaft before opening above the b a se . 

Dims : o v erall H . 108 

Bas in : Ex t. diam . 92 Int Diam. 61 T. 24 



Base H. 53 Diam. 74 cm 

Knightl y effigy . 16th cent. (Fig. 29) 

Within the church, where it 

Limesto n e . Hunt 1974, 153. 

Holed stone . 

moved from Old 

Granite. Rectangular. At east end of grave yard. 
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Kilcullen. 

Dims: H. 22: W. 68 by 44: Diam. of hole 14; T.10 cm. 

6. MISCELLANEOUS 

Font. 12th cent. 

Large circular font of coarse granite with central drainage 

hole. Placed on the ground at the north-west corner of the 

modern R.C. church. The basin is straight sided and one side 

has been repaired with cement. Said to have come from 

coughlanstown (pers com. Fr. L. O'Donoghue). 

Dims: H. 50 Diam. ext. 75 Diam. int. 55 Depth 27 cm. 

7. LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

1-21. Twenty-one potter y sherds of thirteenth / fourteenth 

centur y date. Surface finds in the field between the Garda 

siochana Station and Hillgrov e House . The soil had been 

di s turbed prepa ratory to constructing a housing development. 

22-3 . Two fragments of furnace waste. Found as above . 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLE~S Al'O POTENTTIAL 

Bal 1 ymore Eustace is important to archaeological research 

an example of a medieval borough that was transformed into 

a town in the seventeenth century. The medieval documentar y 

references indicate that it remained an urban entity until 

the close of the Middle Ages a point which is particularly 

interes ting because so little of medieval character survives 

above ground. Indeed it is difficult to reconstruct the 

medieval street pattern or calculate the e xtent of the 

medieval borough with any accuracy . 

The site was an important manor of the archbis h ops of 

Dublin throughout the Middle Ag es but the site of the castle 

which formed the centre of that manor is unKnown. Two l iKely 

locat ions have been considered above: Close Hill and Garrison 

Hill but it will require excavation on these sites to 

determine which one is the actual site. The pre -Nor man 

remains in St. John's church indicate that the church site 

was in existence prior to the coming of the Norman s and 

e xcavat ion in the vicinity of the church would be important 

becau se of the light it would s hed on the transition from 

pre-Norman to Anglo-Norma n se ttlement. Stray finds picKed up 

i n the vicinity of the c hur c h site indicate that there are 

archaeo logical d eposits of thirteenth and fourteenth century 

date here, It i s diffi cu lt to Know the date at which the 

first bridge was established and it is possible that the 

remains of early bridges may survive near the site of the 

present bridge. 
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Archaeo logic a l deposit s h ave b ee n disturb e d in the 

c o n s truc ti o n of the n e w hou s ing estat e , wes t o f S t. John' s 

church, a nd th ey have prob a bl y been r emoved a long the s t ree t 

f ront a g es within th e to wn. Be h i nd th e fr o nt a g es, h o we ver, a n d 

in the fi e lds b e t11 ee n St. J o hn' s church a nd Close Hill 

a rchaeo l o gi c al depo s it s are liKel y to s ur v i v e. Ac cordingl y 

there is the potential t o discover the e x tent of thi s 

se ttl e me nt , a nd to reco v er informa tion on th e n a ture of it s 

houses , streets , and defences, if an y . 

In summa r y , the a rchaeological and historical data 

indicate s that settleme nt at Ba ll y mo r e began during the Ea rl y 

Chri s ti a n period , was considerabl y e x panded during th e l a t e 

l a t e 

the 

h ie 1 fth a nd thirteenth centuries, d ec lined in th e 

f ifteenth a nd s i x t e enth, and was re v i v ed with 

ref o und a tion of the borough in the se v e nteenth c e ntury. 

Do cument a r y r e cords of the site are few,however, a nd 

futur e arch a eol o gical e x c avation is liKel y to 

Kno wledg e princ ip a l 

obta ined. 

mean s b y which 

The bor o ugh is 

addition a l 

under pr e ssure from 

de v el o pme nt. A numb e r o f n e w houses have been built 

in th e 

be 

c a n 

the 

b e 

hou s ing 

in thi s 

a rea a nd it is important that any future d e vel op me nt s h o ul d 

be mo nitore d o therwi se a rch aeo l og i cal i n f o rma tio n 

t o b e l os t n eed l ess l y . 

Area of Arc h aeo l o gi ca l Po t e nt ia l 

The s haded portio n of the accompan ying map 

is 1 i a b 1 e 

<Fig. 30) 

delimit s the a r ea of a rchaeological pot e nti a l within 



Ba l l Ymore Eu s t a ce. Th i s includes a larg e a rea b e cause so 

little is Kn o 1.n of the bo r ough's original ex t e nt. Th e a re a 

between St. J o hn's church and Close Hill is importan t , a s 

outline d abov e , because find s of a rch aeo logical mater i al of 

thirteenth a nd fourteenth century dat e ha ve b ee n made there. 

The a rea of Main Street and the MarKet 

repres ents the ex p a n s ion of the seventeenth 

while the a rea of Church Road and the bridge 

Square pr o b a bl y 

century town, 

is a possibl e 

s ite for the medieval borough, as outlined abov e . The present 

lacK of information o n the pr e cise e x tent of the borough 

me a ns that it is particularly impo r t a nt that that all 

be monitor e d within the shaded area. 

worK s 



 

 

 



CASTLEDERtrOT 

Castledermot ts the southernmost town of County Kildare, 

on the main road between Carlow and Kilcullen. The town is 

located on relatlvaly lowl ylng ground near the western 

foothills of the WicKlow mountains. A small stream, tha Larr, 

passes close to the town on the east side . The Irish name, 

Diseart Oi armada "Oiarmaid's hermitage• recalls the town's 

origin as an Early Christian church site. After the coming of 

the Normans the name was changed in Latin and English sources 

to Trlsteldermot, by substituting the Old Franch Trlstra ( •a 

hunting station"> for dlsaart <Dlnnseanchas 4 (197el- l ), 

130-1; Dodgson 1972-3). The mod11rn form, Castladermot, is. 

first recorded in 1507 CFitzGerald 1896-Sb, 129) a.nd is 

derived from a castle built there in the late fifteenth 

century < D lnnseanchas 4 ( 1970-1), 131; Bryan 1933, 84). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

An Early Bronze Age flat axe and a Later Bronze Age sword 

are the only archaeological objects which Indicate that the 

site of the future town was Known to prehistoric man and its 

beginnings as an urban site commence with the foundation of a 

churc h there in 812 <A l). The founder 1,1as D.iarmait (d.824), 

the grandson of Aedh Ro.in, King of the Corco Baiscinn. 

Despite the appelation diser t, whic.h suggests a remote 

hermitage, the monastery was clearly an important one, In 842 
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the death is recorded of two bishops at Oiseart Oiarmada , on 

the same night <AU), In 908 Cormac mac Cuileannain, the 

King-bishop of Cashel, was buried in the cemetery of Oiseart 

Oiarmada "where he had studied for a long time• CO'Oonovan 

1860, 205, 21~). This account also notices that Olseart 

Oiarmada was attached to the monastic community of Bangor, 

co . Down CO'Oonovan 1860, 204-5, n. f, g). Another measure of 

the importance of the monastery is the record that it was 

plundered by the Norse in 842 CChron Scot: AU sub 841: A. 

Clan. sub 838) and 867 CAFM; O'Oonovan 1860, 185 sub 869). In 

1040 it was plundered by Oiarma i t mac Mae! na mBo CAFM; A. 

Tig,). The burning of Diseart Oiarmada with Its oratory 

< dertha igh) is recorded in 1106 C AU). The mention of 

derthaigh suggests a wooden structure but there are remains 

at Castledermot today of a round tower, built between the 

ninth and twelfth centuries, and of the Romanesque west 

doorway of a twelfth century church. 

The Anglo-Normans were probably attracted to Castledermot 

by its monastery. In the sub-infeudation of Leinster it was 

granted, as part of KilKea, to Walter de Ridelsford <Orpen 

1911-20, i, 386: Otway-Ruthven 1961, 170-1). Giraldus 

cambrensis s tates that a cas tle was built for Walter de 

Ridelsford at 'Tristerdermot', c.1181 <Scott and Martin 1978, 

19~) but as Orpen < 1907, 248: 1911 -20, i, 386) suggested th is 

probably refers to the motte of KilKea. Walter de Ridelsford 

is also credited with the foundation of the Fratres Cruciferi 

pr torY during the reign of John < 1199-1216) but it is more 

l iKley that the founder was the younger Walter de Ridelsford, 
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who seems to have succeeded his father c.1200 CBrooKs 1951-2, 

117, 131). The younger Walter Cd. 1238/9) was probably 

responsible for the early development of the town CBrooKs 

1851-2, 137) but it is 1 iKely that the borough was founded by 

his father who was granted the right to hold a weeKl Y marKet 

at 'Listildermot' [sic J before 1188 by Prince John <Tresham 

1828, 4: no. 53). 

The earliest evidence for the existence of a b orough at 

Castledermot occurs in a charter of Walter de Ridelsford, 

confirming the returns of a burgage in his V i 11 of 

'Trisseldermod' to St. Thomas' abbey, Dublin (Gilbert 1889, 

171). BrooKs < 1951-2, 133' ) points out that this charter wa:s 

granted subsectuent to 1225 and before 1233. In 1226 a ye,arly 

fair was granted to de Ridelsford a:t Tri s telderemod <Sweetman 

1875-86 , i, no. 1384) . On his death c.1238-9 de Ridelsford's 

estates in KilKea and Castledermot were divided between his 

daughter Emeline <wife of Hugh de Lacy, and after 1242, of 

Stephen de Longespee) and his grand-daughter Christiana de 

Marisco (BrooKs 1851-2, 137) . In 1248, both heiresses and 

their hu s bands received royal grants of yearly fairs at 

Tristeldermot <Sweetman 1875-86, i, nos. 2848, 2971 ) . In 

1280- 1 Christiana surrendered her Irish lands to the King and 

an acco unt of the rents due to the crown from these land s in 

128 4 included £.4 12s. 4d. ' from the burg ag es of 

Tri s t e ldermot' <Swee tma n 1875-86, ii, 561! no. 2340>. Th is 

repre s en ts the year l y rent of 82 burgages and, since 

Christiana held half of Tristeldermot, the total numb e r of 

burgages can b e estima ted as ab out 180 . A fu r ther indication 
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of the size and importance of the town a.t the close of the 

thirteenth century is the bestowal of a. mura.ge grant in 1295 

which wa.s to run for seven years <Sweetman 1875-86, iv, no. 

253), 

In 1305-6 Sir John IJoga.n, the justicia.r, obtained grants 

of both moieties of Tristildermot from the King <Sweetman 

1875-86, v, nos. 391:l-1, 411). The ha.If-yea.riv returns for the 

borough in 1311 amounted to 86s. 6d. indicating a total of 

173 burgages, The town suffered a. serious sei-bacK in 1316 

when Edward Bruce burned the Franciscan friary a.nd perhaps 

the town (Gilbert 1884, ii, 299-300; Brewer and Bullen 1871, 

138-9; But l er 1849, 19), The town clearly recovered from the 

a.tta.cK, however, a.nd some ind ica.t ion of its importance in the 

later Middle Ages ca.n be obtained from the number of 

parliaments a.nd councils which met in the town. A council ha.d 

been held a.s early a.s 1264 (Berry 1907, 587; McNeil! 

114) a.nd further parliaments a.nd councils met there in 

1378, 1379, 1380, 1388, 1389, 1390, 1391, 1392, 1394, 

1950, 

1377, 

1404 

a.nd 1499 < Richardson a.nd s.a.yles 1947; Moody, Mart in a.nd Byrne 

1982), Ths evidence suggests that the fina.1 quarter of the 

fourteenth century wa.s a. period of particular prestige and 

prosperity, The town wa.s favoured by its situation on the 

ma.in route from Oubl in to the south-ea.st and there is a. 

suggestion that a mint wa.s established in 1377 C Comerford 

1891-Sb, 367). In 1393 the Commons of Tristeldermot pa.id a. 

tribute of 84 ma.rKs to Ma.c Murcha.da. to leave the town in 

peace (Comerford 189!-5b, 367-8) a.nd this ma.rKs the beginning 

of the period when Castledermot became a. frontier town. In 
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1405 it was burned by Art Mac Murch-.da CA. Conn) ilnd in 1427 

it was sacKed by Art's son Geralt <Devitt 191:5-17, 477-8). A 

contelJl>orary letter noted that Geralt Mac Murch-.d-. burnt all 

of the town except for forty or fifty houses and c-.Ptured Sir 

Thomas Wogan, the lord of the town < Chart 1935, 110). The 

damage was sufficiently extensive to promt the Dub 1 in 

parliament of 1428 to grant a speci-.1 subsidy to -.id the 

repair of the town (Chart 1935, 85). It ls difficult to guage 

the full effect of these attacKs but it ii interesting to 

note that no parliaments met at Castledermot between 1404 and 

1499. In 1443-4 a complaint was lodged against the Treasurer 

of Ireland, Christopher Barnevale, th.t because of his 

neg I lgence "the towne of Tristeldermot, il good w-.lled to&Jne 

one of the best Kaies of Leinster ••• was destruyng by 

the Kinges enemys not late ago ••• the Silid toune was utterly 

destruyd by the said enem;.•s and never recovered seth<ens), to 

final destruccion to all the p-.rties theraboute• <Griffith 

1940-1, 396). Ellis ( 1985, 65-6) suggests thilt the town was 

destroyed by the Kavanaghs and he regards the construction of 

the castle after 1485 by the earl of Kildare as reflecting 

the reconquest of the region. 

It is clear that Castledermot was in the hands of the 

earl of Kildare from the late fifteenth century . In 1485 the 

Irish parliament gave Gearoid Mor a grant of labour towards 

the building of a castle <Bryan 1933, 84), and it is from 

this feature that the present name of the to1.1n is derived. A 

letter of the earl dated 1507, "from our 

Castledermot•, provides a terminus ante quern 

castle 

for 

of 

its 
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construction <Fitzgerald 1896-Sb, 129). After the attainder 

of the ea.rl of Kildare in 1535, Castledermot was held for a 

time by the earls of Ormond <Curtis 1933-43, iv, 192) but it 

was returned to the FitzGeralds when the earldom was restored 

in 1554. In 1591 Castledermot was still sufficiently 

important to be listed after Kil dare, Na.as and Athy, as one 

of the four main towns of Co. Kildare <Mahaffy 1912, 597). 

The town saw considerable action in the wars of the 1640s. 

Preston's army was quartered there in 1646 <Lowe 1983, 293, 

338-9) and in 1647 it was listed as one of the headquarters 

of the catholic Confederate army (Mahaffy 1903, 606, 758). In 

1650 the Cromwellians, under Hewson, marched on the town but 

the garrison had "burnt down a great part of the town, pulled 

down the walls, and betaKen themselves to a strong tower• 

<Murphy 1902, 288). Castledermot continued to serve as a 

garrison town and troops were quartered there in 1667-8 and 

1686 <Gilbert 1899, 191, 195; Gilbert 1895, 439). The census 

of 1659 returned a population of 240 for the town < Pender 

1939, 404) and in 1674 a weeKl Y marKet and two annual fairs 

were established. MonK C 1909-11, 343), writing in 1682 

described it as "now a s mal 1 marKett Towne formerly capable 

to receive Parliaments hither sul'MlOnzd in", while to Gedeon 

Bonnivert it was "a poor beggar ly town" 

1912- 13, 34el), 

in 1690 < Murray 
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The medie~al town occupied a pear shaped area with its 

long axis aligned nol"th-south (Figs. 31-2). Tha stre@t 

pattern was Y-linear, Ma.in Street, on the north side of the 

town, forKed at the MarKet Square. Carlowgate, the western 

arm, led towards Cal"low, while Abbey Street (Known as 'Tulia' 

Street in 1758), the southern arm, led to Tullow. Small 

lanes, such as Keenan's Lane and Church Lane, were located 

off these streets. BarracK Street was constructed betueen 

1837 and 1847 <Horner 197~-6, 486). 
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2. MARKET PLACE 

There can be little doubt but that the medieval marKet 

Place was located in MarKet Square, a triangular marKet place 

formed by the intersection of Main Street and Carlowgate, 

3. OOf'wESTIC HOUSES 

Documentary sources indicate that the number of burgages 

in medieval Cast 1 edermot varied from about 182 in 1284, 172 

in 1311, to 160 in 1418 <Sweetman 187'5-86, ii, no. 23•rn; 

Tresham 1828, 223: no. le). Each burgage would have had a 

house and outbuildings but it is difficult to reconstruct the 

burgage plot pattern now. Rocque's map of the town, however, 

shows that burgage plots survived 

eighteenth century. 

in the town into the 

In a deed of c.1280 Geoffrey de Lynne granted a stone 

house in the area Known as "le Buleput• in Tristledermot to 

the Hospital of St. John the Baptist, Dublin <BrooKs 1936, 

2'56). This "buleput• had been given to Geoffrey by Walter de 

Ridelsford shortly before <BrooKs 1936, 2'5'5). The tho l sel 

("le Tolselde") is referred to in 1311 i.hen it 1o1as being used 

by a smith or lorimer <i..tlite 1932, 13). The Civil Survey 

( 16'54) records the presence of one stone house, owned by 

Christopher Arsbould and a 'castle' on the 'Moore of 

castledermot' <Simington 19'52, 106), 

Petrie recorded that "about fifteen years ago Cc.1820], I 

saw an old house in the Town which was popularly called the 



I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

- IDS-

Parl lament House. From its style of architecture would 

suppose it as old as C the parl lament of J 1499. believe it 

has been taKen down some years• (O.S. Letters, Co. Kildare, 

ii, 61). Comerford <1891-Sb, 363) noted that this "parliament 

house" was on the site of the Leinster Arms Hotel, which was 

located at the junction of MarKet Square and BarracK Street. 

No evidence survives above ground today for these structures. 

4, INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

The only industrial activity referred to in the Middle 

Ages is mi 11 ing, which is not iced in connection with the 

Franciscan friary and the Hospital of St. John the Baptist. 

The location of these mills is unKnown. 

5. CASTLE 

Giraldus Cambrensis recorded the construction of a castle 

for waiter de Ridelsford at Tristledermot c.1181 <Scott and 

Mart in 1978, 195). There is no other evidence to support the 

existence of an early Anglo-Norman castle, however, and Orpen 

c 191:>7, 248; 1911-20, i, 386) is almost certainly correct in 

suggesting that this castle was actually built at KilKea. 

The name "Castledermot• is derived from a castle built 

there by the earl of Kildare after 1485. In 1535, after the 

revolt of SilKen Thomas and the attainder of the earl of 

Kildare, the castle passed into the hands of the crown and 

this explains the reference in 1548 to Ed~ard O'Loyne as 



constable of the castle of Tristlede rmot (Morrin 1861, 174). 

In 1629 William Talbot of Malahide held the c astle and manor 

of Castledermot, presumabl y on behalf of the earl of Kildare 

< Ir Rec Comm 1826, Co. Kildare, Car. I: 25). It is unc I ear 

~1hether the •st rong tower" ref er r ed to in Hewson 's attacK on 

Castledermot in 1650 was this cas tle or not <M.irphy 

288) . 

1902 , 

6, TOWN DEFENCES 

Cast 1 edermot received a mu rage grant for seven years i n 

1295 (Sweetman 1875-86, iv, no. 253 ) and it is I iKely that 

the town was enclosed at this time. The wall s were evidently 

in existence by 1427 when Archbishop Swayne referred to 

Castledermot as a wa.lled town (Chart 1935, 110). M.Jrphy' s 

< 1902, 288) account of He1Json 's attacK on Castledermot in 

1650 states that the Irish garrison there had pulled down the 

walls before the arrival of the Cromuellians. 

Description 

A 1th o ugh the O. S. 6" map indicates that substantial 

sections of the town wall remain, nothing now survives except 

for two short sect ions. The course of the wal I can be 

reconstructed, however , and it enclosed a pear-shaped area 

550 by 375 m, and had a circumference of 1460 m. The wall was 

bounde d on the east side by the river Lerr and on the west by 

a str e a m, both of which formed an area of swampy ground 

around the wal 1. 
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Commencing on the north at the DUBLIN GATE the wall ran 

eastwards for 1~ m, then it turned south and south-east to 

sKirt the bacK of the properties fronting Main Street. It 

crossed Keena.n's Lane (which seems to have been a blind lane) 

and continued south-east to St. James ' churchyard which it 

enclosed. From there it turned south-west for a distance of 

about 130 m before turning westwards to the TULLOW GATE . 

the field, south-east of the St. James' church there 

traces of a ditch with internal stone facing, probably 

la.st remnants of the wall. 

In 

the 

The wall continued westwards from Tullow Ga.ta for a 

distance of ~0 m before turning north-west. A section of the 

wall survives here between the Convent grounds and the ruined 

Franciscan friary <Fig. 34) . The masonry consists of 

uncoursed granite rubble. It is 19.5 m long, 2,5 m high, and 

the visible width is 83 cm. The north side is faced with 

modern dressed granite blocKs adding a further 45cm to the 

width. From here the wall ran north-west to CARLOW GATE, 

where the second section of wall survives <Fig. 33). This is 

t lm 1 ong, and rises in height from ground level to 3 m at its 

northern extremity where it protrudes out into Carlowgate. It 

is 2.1 m wide at the base with a batter, 30 cm wide , on its 

west face which rises to 1.3 m above present. ground level. 

Two bar holes, 20cm square and 3 m long are present. in the 

north face of the wall. These would have held the bars which 

closed the gate. The ·wall segment is in poor repair and ivy 

covered <Fig. 33). From Carlow Gate the wall ran 

north-eastwards to a point 60 m west of Dublin Gate where it 



I 
I 

I 
I ,. 
~ 
I 
I 

- 103 -

turned east to join the gate. Between BarracK Road and Dublin 

Gate there are traces of a ditch and large stones on its east 

side may be the last remnants of the wall. 

7. ST. JAMES' PARISH CHURCH 

The church of Disserdiarmada with its appurtQnances was 

among the churches confirmed to the bishop of Glendalough by 

Ale xander III in 1179 (Sheehy 1962, 3e; McNeill 1950, 5). 

This was, no doubt, the church of the pre-Norman monastery 

which had continued to function after the Anglo-Norman 

conquest. In 12el7 it was granted to the nunnery of Graney by. 

Walter de Ridelsford (Sweetman 1875-86, i, no. 355) but by 

the close of the thirteenth century it is listed among the 

possessions of Christ Church cathedral, Dublin <20 RDKPRI, 

53: no. 150). The Dissolution documents, however, include it 

in the extent of Graney (White 1943, 124) . After 1540 the 

church was granted to the Lord Deputy, Sir Anthony St. Leger 

and he was permitted to alienate it in 1547 <7 RDKPRI, 6t: 

no. 304; Morr in 1861, 465). In 1630 Archbishop BulKeley 's 

visitation noted that the nave was ruinous but the chancel 

was in repair <Ronan 1941b, 95). MacKenna ( 1882, 7) dated the 

present building to between 1650-83 and he suggests that it 

was rededicated to St. James by the Anglo-Normans. 

Description 

The present structure consists of a nave and chancel 
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pl as 'tered internally and pebble dashed e x ternally. The 

chance I is modern, the nave is possibly of seventeenth 

century date but it includes an arcade of thirteenth century 

date. The oldest part of the building is the Romanesque door, 

which formed part of a Romanesque church, to the west of the 

present building. The round tower is probably of tenth / 

eleventh century date ~nd it is attached to the nave by a 

vaulted passage built in the fifteenth century, 

The Romanesque Church 

Only the west door survives some 10 m west of the present 

building although Grose's view of 1791 shows that the south 

wall of the church e x tended as far as this door. Presumably 

the Romanesque building survived until that time. The door is 

constructed from yellow granite and has two orders of 

triangular voussoirs decorated with a triple row of low 

mouldings giving the impressi.on of chevron ornament. The 

jambs have low rounded mouldings. The inner order is 2.46 m 

high and 1.6 m wide. The outer order is 2. 7 m high and 2.1 m 

wide. The estimated e x ternal dimensions of the original 

church are 11.2 by 8 m. 

The Round Tower 

The tower, which is 20 m high, is built of granite 

boulders with limestone pinnings. The e x ternal diameter is 

4.74 m and the internal diameter is 2,5 m. It is five floored 

with medieval crenelations above two string courses. It Is 

entered at ground level through a flat lintelled door built 

of large squared blocKs of granite. The door is battered and 
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its present height is 2.25 m. The door seems to have been 

some 75 cm above present ground level but the removal of the 

door treshold and some stones underneath have increased its 

height. A damaged stone vault was inserted about mid-way 

through the first storey, and the top was capped by a 

medieval stone vault. The modern floors rest on Joists set 

into the walls and do not respect the old floor levels. The 

first floor has a small window deeply splayed with f lat rear 

arch opposite the door. The splays are partially broKen down. 

Between the second and third floor is a flat-headed window on 

the south side. The fourth floor has a simi l ar window on the 

south-east, and there are four large round-headed windows 

under the cap, facing the cardinal points. These windows and 

the crenelations above probably date to the seventeenth 

century (Barrow 1979, 114-6). The tower is connected to the 

church by a narrow corridor 3 m long. Its walls are rubble 

built and have been plastered over. They support a pointed 

vault with wattle centering which is of fifteenth centur y 

style . 

The Thirteenth Century Church 

During the thirteenth centur y the old Romanesque church 

was e x panded eastwards when a new nave with a south aisle was 

built. All that survives of this is the plastered arcade of 

three pointed arches which forms the south wall of the nave. 

Toe splayed w indo1o1 at its east end h.as been altered and may 

be entirely modern. T~10 of the arches are now filled in with 

partition walling 95 cm thicK; the third houses the organ. No 

trace of the aisle survives. 
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The Seventeenth Century(?) Church 

The church is said to have been rebuilt in the seventeenth 

c e ntury and it was poss ib lY at th is t il'OQ that the nave arcade 

was blocKed and the north wall constructed, The new north and 

the restored south walls were lit by three round-headed 

windows with internal splay. The chancel arch is also round 

headed and may date from this time. The chancel and the west 

wall of the nave were added in the nineteenth century 

Architectural Fragments 

The centre part of a limestone cusped window-head is used as 

a grave-marKer on the west side of the sou t h cross. Par t of a 

w lndow jamb is present beside the hogbacK. At least eleven 

granite mouldings were found during the May 1986 rebuilding 

of the graveyard wall. Four were part of a round arch for a 

window or door. One is the lower stone of a multi-moulded 

jamb; it : has one chamfe.red corner with a stop while the other 

corner has a rounded moulding (Dims: H.46 W.29 by 24). These 

were placed at the south side of the chancel. 

Monuments 

North cross. 10th cent. <Figs. 38- 40) 

Granite. Ringed cross on two-stepped pyrami dal 

upper part of the base is damaged, 

Shaft 

base. Toe 

West face (Fig. 38): The lower two panels have three figures 

each; Daniel in the Lions den. Crosshead: Adam and Eve. Pa nel 
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above: fall of Simon Magus. Dexter panel: David playing the 

harp. Sinister panel! Sacrifice of Isaac. The ring Is 

decorated with Key pattern and running scroll. 

South face (Fig. 39): Knot pattern on shaft; Key pattern on 

arm. The upper shaft is undecorated. 

East face <Fig. 4e)): Two bearded figures In lower panel; 55. 

Paul and Anthony in the desert. Crucifixion in cross-head 

with three figures in each of the surrounding 

representing the twelve apostles. The ring is decorated 

a Key pattern and a running scroll. 

North face: Running scroll on shaft and figure on arm. 

shaft undecorated. 

Base 

panels 

with 

Upper 

West and East faces (Figs. 38, 40): Spiral pattern on the 

lower tier and a Key pattern in the upper panel. 

South face (Fig. 39): The lower panel has a man in a fringed 

shawl with loaves and fishes. The upper panel has a running 

spiral. 

North face: The lower panel has a large seated figure with a 

bird-head grasping his Knees. Upper panel damaged. 

Dims: Base: H.83 W. 78 by 0e, 

Shaft: H.217 W. 42 by 28 

South cross. 10th cent. 

Granite. Ringed cross on p y rmidal base. West face <Fig. 41): 

Daniel in the Lion's den; figure between 

(?temptation of Christ); Adam and Eve; Paul and 

the desert; broKen panel of three figures. 

tuo beasts 

Anthon y in 

Crosshead: 

, 
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crucifixion. Panels above: three figures, arrest of Christ. 

Dexter panel: David seated playing the harp; Sinister panel: 

sacrifice o-f Isaac. The r Ing is decorated with a spiral 

design on the upper sinister and lower dexter segment and low 

mouldings on the others. 

South -face <Fig. 42): six panels of two figures each. The 

arm terminal has one figure and there is a spiral panel on 

the upper shaft. 

East face (Fig. 43): six panels of spirals, frets and Knots. 

North face <Fig. 44): a -figure with arms raised; a seated 

figure with child on Knee; a large standing figure and a 

smaller figure; a figure with sword and shield; two figures 

wrestling. The arm has one -figure and the upper shaft has a 

spiral panel. 

Base 

West face: Two men herding animals among which there is a 

goose, a deer, a boar, a rabbit, and a cow. 

South face: Panel with a figure pointing to the -five loaves 

and two fishes above a row of eight figures. 

East face: Undecorated. 

North face: One panel in upper right corner with two figures 

wrestling, 

Dims: Base: H. 68 w. 98 by 92 

Shaft: H. 268 W. 38 by 23 cm 

West Cross <Fig. 45). 

Two tiered undecorated granite base with mortice. Set on a 

modern plinth west o-f the Romaneique doorway, 
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Dims: H. 88: w. at base 75 by 53 

W. at top 37 by 30 cm 

Mortice D. 27 W. 19 by 17 cm 

Cross. Date uncertain. 

Granite. Small roughly shaped Latin cross. Beside 

north-east corner of the south cross' plinth. 

Dims: H. 66 W. 34 T.17 cm. 

HogbacK. ?10th cent. (Fig. 46) 

the 

Situated between the south cross and the church. Granite. 

Decorated in false relief with ,ix and a half adjacent 

lozenges on the south face. The north face has a Latin cross 

with lozenge shaped intersection, within a frame, and an 

incised cross with V-shaped terminals and a heart shaped 

upper arm (Lang 1971). 

Dims: L. 178 W. 48 T. 39 cm 

Incised cross-slab. Pre-1200. (Fig. 47) 

Limestone. Close to the south-east corner of the south cross. 

Decorated with a roughly incised triple-line Latin cross. 

Oims: H. 66 w. 34 T. 10 cm. 

Incised cross-slab. Pre-1200. 

Granite. Set west of the south cross. 

with expanded arms. 

Incised Latin cross 

Dims: H. 68 W. 38 T. 18 cm. 

Cross-slab. Pre-1200 (Fig. 48) 

Tapering granite slab decorated off-centre with a cross 

relief. On west side of south cross. The cross-head 

in 

is 
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di a mo nd shaped ~J ith e x tension s for the arms a nd upper 

The edge s of the s l a b are ro und e d. 

Dims : L . 169 W. 41-28 T . 20 cm. 

Cros s - s l a b. Pre - 1200 . 

s h aft . 

Taper ing grani te slab with incised s ingl e I ine Latin c ross . 

North-west of th e church . Traditional l y identified as the 

tomb of Cormac Mac Cuileanain <Mac Ke nn a 1982 , s: o . s . Le tters 

ii, 7 1 ) . 

Dims: L. 162 W. 59- 33 T. 28 cm. 

Gr av e s l a b. ?13th cent . 

Undecorat e d t aperin g s l a b of gr a nite. We st of t h e sou t h 

cross . 

Dims : L. 175 W. 66 - 3 0 T. 18 cm. 

Ho l ed cross-slab. Pre-1200 <F ig . 49) . 

Gr an ite. Hour-gl ass per f oration. Set upr i ght in a mo dern 

base, sou th of the church. Th e hole is ou tl ined on t h e east 

by a n incised ringed cross wi th four tr a p ezoid a l panels . Th e 

upper shaft o f the cross continues over the to p of the s l ab 

and runs down th e W side as a r a ised band . 

Dims : H. 77 W. 36 T. 17 Di am . of hol e 9 cm . 

Comerford 1891-5b, 376-7 

Holed sto ne <Fig . 50) . 

Undecorat e d c ircular gran ite stone with l arge hol e set deeply 

in the ground close to the S c r oss. Possib l y the remains of a 

mi 11 -stone . 

Dims. H . 53 Diam . 71 Diam. of hol e 16 cm . 
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Norman-French cross-s lab. 13th/ 14th cents (Fig . 51 ) , 

Ta pering limestone s l ab with chamfer e d e dges . on the ground 

east of the south cross. The top and bott om of the 

mis sing but the incised shaft and inscription on 

s l ab a re 

one side 

remain . The l e tters are in Lombardic .IE SE vc .. CAJLME ElT 

MC ERC I J'. 

Dims: L. 94 W. 52-43 T.7(min) 

Cross-slab . 13/14th cent. 

Tapering fragment found in the east wa l l of the gr aveyard. 

No~J pl aced inside the west end of the church . Lower end of a 

limes tone slab, chamfered on both sides with an incised 

narrow shafted cross on steps . There are three discs on the 

shaft. 

Dims: L . 49 W. 34 - 29 T.7 cm. 

Cross -s lab. 13th-14th cents. 

Tapering limestone s l ab, partly buried on the west side of 

the sout h cross . Chamfered edges. Decorated with an incise d 

cross shaft on s teps with three di s c s on the stem . The 

1 etters P and I < a lat e r a ddition) are incised 

capital s on eithe r side of the stem above the steps . 

Dims: L. 86 W. 40-28 cm. 

Cross-s l ab . 13 th-14th cents . 

in Roman 

Upper part o f a t a per i ng limestone s lab wi th moulded e dg es . 

Decor ate d with a n incised eight arme d f l eur - de- l y s cross . 

West side o f the south cross . 

Dims : L. 88 W. 66-53 T. 16 c m. 
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Cross-s l a b. 13 th -14th cents . 

Smal l fragment of a lime s tone s l a b foun d in t he rebui ldi ng o f 

the graveyard wa ll. Th e surface i s very 

are ch amfe red and t races of the stem of 

1,1o r n but 

a cross on 

the e d ges 

steps in 

re lief can b e see n . Now placed on th e ground a t the s o u th 

s id e of th e chancel. 

Dims : L . 74 W. 32 <max) T. 10 cm. 

Brass matr I x . 14th cent. 

In s ide th e west end of the church . Probabl y the lower right 

corner of a s lab which h ad a marginal separat e lett e r ed 

inscr i ption an d other in! a id dec orati o n. It is ver y damaged 

and onl y a few letters can be read ' Y C O L' . 

Dims : L . 57 W. 23-30 T. 7 

Gr ave-s l a b . ? 17th cent. 

Ta p er ing granite slab . Only the upper part su r vives on a 

modern table tomb o n the S side of the c h urch. Inc ised 

inscripti o n in Roman capita l s : HERE LIETH/ THE BODY OF/ 0 •• 

o .. . 

Dims : L . 8 4 w. 53-39 T. 15 cm 

Pis cina. Da te u ncerta in . 

Mo unt ed on a moder n pedestal a t t h e west end of t h e c h urch. 

Roughly s h aped r ectan gular granite vesse l with s mall 

s ided basin an d n o dr ainage hole . 

Dims : H. 28 w. 54 by 47 Diam . o f basin 22 cm. 

Miss ing monument s 

John FitzGera l d Cross . 1620 . 

s loping 
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Come r ford 1891-95b, 3 77 

Rob e rt Jennings sl a b, 1679 

Supposed to be a gainst the N wa ll of the gr aveyard, havi ng 

be e n removed from the church in the 19th centur y . 

Jrl • As s oc. Pres e r v ation Memo ri a l s De a d Ireland 1, 18 7; 

Come rford 1891-95b, 377 

8. FRANCISCAN FRIARY 

This friary, first referred to in 1247, was probabl y 

founded b y Wa lter de Ridelsford the younger before hi s death 

in 1238/9. It was burned b y Bruce in 1316 and it seems to 

have b e en considerabl y rebuilt subs e qu e ntl y ( Gilbert 1884, 

ii, 299-300). The 1540 e x tent not ed a church, cloister, 

dormito r y , tower, two h a lls, a Kitchen , a garden, an orcha rd, 

a dormitor y and a curtilage wa l led with s tone within th e 

precinct and a water-mill nearb y (White 1943, 170 ) . 

Description (Figs. 53- 55) 

Onl y the church sur v ive s from the origin a l mo n astic 

co mp l ex . It c o nsi s t s of a n ave and chanc e l wi t h a n a i s l e a nd 

tr a nsept on th e north s ide, Th e cl o i s t e r was l o cat e d on the 

south. Th e mas onry c o n s i s t s of r o1..1ghl y c o ursed g r a n i t e rubbl e 

with g r a nite quo i n s . The nave a nd ch a nc e l a r e of th i r teent h 

centur y d a t e, a n d the a i s l e a nd t ran sept were a dd e d in t h e 

f o u r t ee nt h c en tury, a nd a d o me s ti c tower was a d ded on t h e 

south s i de of the c h a nce l in the fif t een t h ce n t u ry. 



The CHANCEL is entered through a modern door in the 

rebuilt east wall and on l y the returns and Jamb s of the east 

window remain. Internally the jamb mouldings are rounded 

engaged shafts risi ng from a moulded base through triple 

mouldings on the s haft to the clus tered impost. The base of 

the window was outlined b y a string course. The window was 

inserted in the fourt ee nth century when the transept was 

added . Ex ternally the wall is supported by angle butresses. 

The east end is closed by a modern wall, 2,5 m high. The 

north wall is lit b y three lancets with chamfered jambs a nd 

pointed rear-arches. The easternmost window is a twin-light 

with switchline tracery, inserted in the fourteenth century 

at a sl ightl y higher level than the lancets . Its external 

Jambs and part of the central mullion remains . The rear arch 

is of concrete and the wall has been rebuilt below the modern 

sil l. West of the lancets was a l arge, probabl y triple -light 

window missing its arch and Jambs. The south wall stands t o a 

hei g ht of 8 mat its eastern end. It i s lit b y two windows , 

one at the east th e other at the west end, both of which are 

widel y s played with chamfered jambs . Both lacK the ir arches 

a nd the eastern exampl e is missing its interna l jambs . The 

so uth wall has thr ee doors , a blocKed round arched door, 3-4 

m above internal ground level which probably led to the night 

s tair; a pointed door with chamfered jambs, now blocKed, 

probably led to th e vestry ; and a modern pointed opening 

l ead in g to th e tower. 

The NAVE is undifferentiat ed from the chancel <Fig. 55) . 

Its north wall consists of an arcade of three pointed arches 



II 

-/10-

open in g int o the north a i s l e and transept ; the westenmost 

arch is missing . The piers and resp onds are chamfe r e d a nd 

re s t on rectangular chamfered bas e s; narrow s tr ing cours es 

are p rese nt at the impos t s. East of the arcade, a pointed 

d oo r with fl at rear arch li nKs the trans ep t with th e n ave . 

Th e we s t wal 1 is l it b y two tall narrow lancets, which 

probably had rounded rear - arches b u t these have been r ebu ilt 

and are unc l ear . Th e northern window , h owe ver, has three 

r oun ded i nner mouldings on th e scontion s . A rectangu l ar d oo r 

with flat rear - arch, no w bl o c Ke d up, is located off-centre. 

The south wall was partly rebuilt after a section c o ll apsed 

in 1912 an d i s l arge l y featureless e xcept for some moulded 

jambs which we re incorporated i n the rebuild i ng, a nd a 

pointed chamfered do o r, now b l ocKed, which led to t h e 

c loister . 

Th e wes t a nd north wa ll s o f the north AISLE a re most l y 

rebu i 1 t . The ~Jest wa l 1 s tands t o a h eight of 6 m but the 

north wall is only 1,6 m high , There was a pointed window i n 

the west wa ll but onl y part o f a pointed a rch remains , a nd it 

h as no jamb s . 

The north TRANSEPT h ad three si d e - chape l s , an d 

ai s l es s eparated from e a ch o th er by an arcade of t wo 

side 

a r c hes . 

Each of the s ide-ch a p e l s is l it b y a triple light 

s wit c hline tr a cer y CFig . 54) . Th e northern e xample 

window of 

it s 

The 

lacK s 

mul l ion s but the rounded and c h a mfer e d jambs remai n. 

north ern cha p e l i s the 1 a rges t a nd has a re cess in it s no r th 

wa ll fo r a woode n a ltar . Th e r e is a c u s p e d point e d o pen in g 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 

' 

- /2.f -

between the middle and southern chape l s, and the south chapel 

has a cusped pointed wall niche in its sout h wall with a hol y 

water stoup . Th e chapels are separated from the transept by 

thr ee pointed arches, whose piers h ave rounded and splayed 

mouldings but lacK the free standing shafts of the outer 

order. The northern arch has a cusped and pointed niche 

projecti n g from the spandrel, designed to hold a statue . The 

transept was divided into two north-south aisles b y an arcade 

of two arches, evidenced now by the base of a free-standing 

octagonal pier . The easter n ais le had a fine four- l ight 

window of switchline tracery in the north wall but on l y the 

lower part of the mu ll ions survive. Grose < 1791 ) , however, 

depicts it as having four lights with a multi-foiled circle 

above. The jambs are splay ed with rounded mouldings and sma ll 

capitals and there are two relieving arches under the window 

which have partl y collapsed. The western ais l e is very 

damaged but it had a window in the north wal l whose inner 

jamb a l one survives. The west wal 1 is mode r n. 

The RESIDENTIAL TOWER is located on the south side of the 

cha nc e l. It is rect a ngul a r with a 0-shaped projecting s t air 

turret on the so uth side, a nd has three floor s . There is a 

base-b atte r on th e south and west wall s . The tower was 

origin a ll y entered from the vestry, on the east , wh ic h 

surv i v es onl y as wa ll fragments protruding from the s outh 

wa ll of th e c h ance l . Th e present entrance from the chancel is 

of modern date . The ground f loo r has a s ingl e-li g ht 

rectangu l ar flat arch ed window in th e so uth and we s t walls, 

that in the west wa ll having bo th an inward a nd outward 



s play , There i s a fireplace in the south-east corner beside 

th e o p e ning for th e sta irw e 11 . Corbel s , to ho 1 d tha timbers 

of th e fir s t fl oor are present in the west wa ll . The first 

flo o r was a loft I it b y a nar row flat ar ch ed window, with 

inward and outward splay, in the south wa ll. A blocKed 

rec t angu l ar window is visible e x ternall y in the west wa ll but 

it is conce a led by plaster internally. Above the l oft is a 

pointed b ar rel! vault with wicKerworK c e ntering. The spiral 

s t a ir is l it by narrow fl at arched s lits in t he eas t and wast 

wa ll s . The s econd flo o r has a rectangul ar fl a t l int e ll e d 

window with segment a l r ear arch, curved splays a nd wi nd ow 

seat in the south wall. Th e window jambs a.r e chamfered and 

have glazing bar holes. The west wall has a cusped ogee 

s ing le-1 ight window w 1th cur ved 

rear arch a nd window seats . 

interna l s pl ays , se gmental 

The jamb s are chamfe red 

e x ternall y with gl az ing bar-holes: the right-hand jamb i s a 

limestone rep l aceme nt. Th e north wall i s fe a tur eless but the 

eas t wa l 1 h as a wal 1 cupboard and a s mal 1 na r ro w 

flat-lintelled window with flat rear a r c h. The corbel s which 

s upported the woo den beams of the third floor are present in 

th e eas t a nd west wa ll s . The third floor has a s ingl e- light 

rectangular wind ow, s pl aye d internal 1 Y, wi th ne w 1 imestone 

j a mbs in the so uth wal 1. The west wal 1 has a cus p e d ogee 

s ing l e- I ig ht window wit h segmen tal rear arch. Th e ea.s t wa.11 

has a r e ctangu l a r s i ngle-li ght with c h a.mf ere d jambs, 

segme nt a l rear arc h a nd windo w seat . The east , west a nd s outh 

wa ll s survive for a further 80 cm a bove th e windo ws and the 

north gab l e is a l most intact . It i s to be expected that the 
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building was finished off with a par a pet and battl e ments . 

Architectural Fragment s 

A l arge collection of window mouldings an d cut stone has 

b een assembl ed in th e ground fl oo r of the to we r . 

Font / p isc ina . 13 th-14t h c ents. 

Granite . Badl y damaged. Set on the t ransep t pier base . 

Shallow circul ar basin. Comerfo rd < 1891-5b, 374) s tat e s that 

this came from St . James' parish church, 

Dims: H. 26 Di am . 70 b y 74 Diam. o f b asin 35 Depth 20 cm 

Monuments 

Among the stones assembled in the tower are the fo ll owing 

fo ur fr a g men t ar>· cross slab s . 

Cross-s lab. 13th -14th cents . 

Tapering limestone slab . Chamfered. Decorated with an i ncise d 

stem of a cros s on s te ps . The s l ab is in t hr ee pieces and the 

h e ad of the cross is mis s ing. 

Dims: L. 137 w. 53-47 T. 11 cm 

Cr o s s - s 1 a b . 13th - 14th cent s . 

Limes tone. In tw o f r a g me nt s . Decorated wi th a n 

fleur-de - l y s c ro ss head . The surface o f th e s t o n e is 

conditi o n. 

Dims : L. 88 W. 43 T . 19 c m. 

Cros s -s l a b. 13th -14t h cent s . 

inc i sed 

in ba d 
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Limestone . Smal l fragme nt with an incised n arrow s t emmed 

cross which may h ave h ad a lo zenge s haped head . 

Dim:; : L. 47 W. 29 T. 12 cm. 

Cross - s l a b . Date uncer t ain . 

L imes t o n e . Small fr a gment with faint trace s of incised l eaf s, 

p ossibl y part of a cross head . 

Dims : L. 34 W. 32 T. 1 1 cm. 

Cross - s l ab. Date uncertain. 

Granite. Fragment built into the nave's s outh wall. Deco rated 

with two incised 1 in es of a shaft. 

Dims: L . 36 W. 23 cm . 

J a mes Ta llon and J oan SKe l ton . 1505 <F ig. 56) 

Lime s tone. Ta bl e tomb in th e tr a nsept's centr e chap el . 

Deco rated in l ow fal se relief with two cadavers on either 

side of a ring e d eight - armed fl eur-de - l ys cross. Th e female 

cadaver is cove red in a sh roud t i ed a bove the h ead an d be 101.1 

th e feet. The male is shown naKed. Poor l Y incise d inscrip t io n 

in Roman capitals on th e margin a nd cross s h a ft: 

EH/ JAMES TALLON/ IOANE SKELTON WHO DIED 2 t 1 of . . 051 

Dims: L. 201 W. 79 T. 18 cm . 

Roe 1969 , 13 -14. 

Other bu ria l s . 

The collapse of the south wa l l in 1912 revealed four 

sKe l etons "in a line on, and a l ong, the foundations of a 

wall, considerably above the l eve l of the origina l pavement. 



Each grave was separat ed from the other by a l ittle 

cross-wall . The sKe l etons, which were embedded in c 1 ay, a ll 

l ay f acing the east; there were no traces of coffins •. One 

l ay within a tomb with mou l ded jambs <J KAS 7 < 19 12-14), 

126- 7). 

9 . PRIORY ANO HOSP ITAL OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

<FRATRES CRUCIFERI) 

The origins o f this house are o bscure, the earliest 

re f erence to it being in 1284 < Sweetman 1875 - 86, ii, no. 

2340). I n the ecc lesiastical taxation of 1302- 6 it was value d 

at £19. B y 1536 the va l ue had declined to £10 and it CJ as 

s t a t ed that the hou s e "serve th to no purpose• < Gw y nn and 

HadcocK 1970 , 211) . In 1539 the prior he 1 d a church and 

be lfry, dormitory, tower, two halls, thre e c h a mbers, some 

l a nd a nd a water -mill ( GCJ ynn an d Ha dcoc K 1970, 2 11 ) . The 

Dissolution documents describe the church as r oof l ess and 

note that th e belfry was used as a cast l e for the defence of 

the town speop le, while a hall and chamber were "very ruinous 

and uni nhabited" <Whi te 1943, 168) . 

granted to Wi 11 iam Archbold <Morrin 

In 1628 t h e site 1Jas 

1863, 354-5 ) and the 

•stone house" held b y Chr istopher Arsbould in 1654 may have 

been on the site of the prior y <Simington 1952, 106 ) . 

Descript i on ( Fig s . 57-8 ) 

Th e h osp it a l was l o c a ted immediate l y o ut s ide the town 

wall, to the north. Al that remains today is a square tower 
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on a na rrow Plinth . Th is measures 4 . 64 by 4.57 m and stands 

t o a hei gh t o f 12 m wit h wa ll s 1.1 m thic K. The masonr y 

consists of roughly coursed mi xed stone, main l y of granite 

wi th small er san d stone and lime stone pinnings . The quoins and 

Jamb s a re o f granite . Recentl y repointed. It has t hr ee flo ors 

with a barrell -vau lt placed over th e f irst floo r. 

The ground floor is en t ered on the north through a 

segmental door with pointed rear-arc h. The Jambs a nd 

voussoirs are dressed. The other wa ll s are each l it by a 

narrow flat l inte ll ed window with wide interna l sp l a y . The 

fir s t floor was reached inte rn a ll y b y l a dd e r a nd it has 

simi l ar window s in the south an d wes t walls where t races of 

planK centering surv iv e i n the pointed rear-arches. The east 

window o f the first floor has a pointed cusped g ranite arch . 

Th e b arrell vault above this floor has tw o openings. Be l ow 

the vault there is a line of be a m-ho l es which may indicate 

th e former pres ence of a loft. Access t o the second floor was 

fro m the exterior and it was reached through a narrow round 

arched door i n the north wall . The east and west walls each 

have a narrow fl a t lint e lled wi nd ow similar to tho se be l ow . 

L itt l e is Known of the form and l ayout of medieval 

hospit a ls In 1reland a nd it is difficult to Know the fu nctio n 

of thi s tow er . An under ground vault e d chamb e r was d iscove r ed 

' some few perches' north - wes t of tower i n the l ate nineteenth 

c en tur y <Comerford 18 91 - Sb, 372). The present owne r , Mrs . 

Dalton, has i n formed us th a t bones frequently turn up in her 

garden an d in the garden to th e south of the tower . 
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Possible grave-s lab . Date uncertain. 

Limest o ne . Small fragment with tr a ce s of a d esign in ve r y lo w 

re l ief and an incis ed line, perhaps a l etter . 

Dalt o n ' s g a rd e n. 

Dims: L. 25 W. 15 T. 5 c m. 

10 . HOSP ITAL OF ST. MARY ~~GDALEN 

Found in Mrs 

Lee ( 1964-70, 1411)) suggested that the re 1,1as a hop ital 

attached to t h e Hospital of St . John the Baptist on th e bas is 

of a reference in 15411) to l ands 1Jhich the prior y held in 

"Maudel yns• <White 1943, 169) . 

1 1 . L IST OF STRAY FII\OS 

1. Br onz e f l ang e d a x e of Oerr ynigg in type. Found near 

Cas tledermot . NMI E 186:19 . 

2. Bro nz e swor d . Fr om Castledermot . NM I 

< 1899-1902), 265-7: Eog a n 1965 , 35. 

1945 : 304 . J KAS 3 

3 . Zoomorphic penannu l ar brooch. From Castledermot. NM I 1945 : 

311. Ki lbrid e Jones 1980, 119 : no . 86 . 

4. Si lv er rin g . Fr o m Cas tl e d ermot . NMI 1945 : 322. Probabl y 

that mentioned in Cat. Neligan Coll . (1853 ) , l ot 100. 

5 . Crucibl e . Found in Castledermot Commons four feet unde r 

the present surface . Whereabouts uncertain . I\LI Ms . 18,857. 

6. Iron Ke y . From Castledermot. NMI 1945 : 325. NLI Ms. 18,857. 
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7. S il v er pe n n y of Edw ar d I. Fr om Cas tl e de r mo t. Whereabou t s 

un Kno wn. NL I Ms . 18 , 857. 

8 - 12 . Fi ve fl oor tiles. ? Fro m Cas t led er mot . NMI RSAI:264. 

13. Be ll a rmine jug cont a ining a hoard of 226 c o i ns rangi ng in 

date from Edward VI to Char les I. Found a t Abb e y I ands, 

Castl e de r mot. f\a\'II 1912: 16-17. JRSAI 42 < 1912 ) , 70. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL 

The Probl e ms 

Castledermot, liKe Ath y , is important t o a r c haeo l ogical 

research as an e x a mp l e o f an Anglo-No r man mar Ke t town. Lar ger 

t owns , such as Drogheda a nd Dublin , have been th e su b j ect o f 

det a iled a rchaeological r e sear ch but l i ttl e i s Known o f the 

s ma 1 1 e r , mo r e t y pical towns. It o f par t i cul ar 

archa eo l o g i cal i nte rest on h10 fr ,Jnts. Fi rs tl y a s a n e x a mpl e 

o f a pre -No r man eccl es i as tical site which was c onv e r ted i nto 

a n Angl o -Norma n t o wn . Se c ondl y bec a use i t a ppears to have 

bee n vir tuall y r efo u nded in th e ye ar s af t e r 1485 , a time 

which saw little u r ban g rowth e l s ew he r e in I re l an d . 

Do c u me n t ar y sour ces for Cas tl e de rmotare f e w before 

a nd f u r ther i n f o rmati o n o n the earl y gro wt h o f the town 

1700 

is 

mo s t l iK el y t o co me f rom archae o l ogica l e xc avat i on . The 

t opograp hy of th e town poses a number of sp e cif i c pr o bl e ms 

which re quire s o l v ing . 
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The e x tent of the pre-No r man se ttl ement is unKnown . The 

po sition of the chur ch, i n a n an gl e o f th e tow n wa l I, is 

unusual and it may be th a t Ear l y Histori c enclosure stretched 

further to the e as t th a n th e lin e of th e late r town wa l I . 

The form of ho •Js ing with in the t o wn be fore 1700 remains 

unKnown. Th e e x cavation of houses is impor t ant no t onl y fo r 

the inf or mat i o n ~J h i ch i t shed s on t he form and ty pology of 

the houses but a l so because it enab l es comp ar i sons to be 

d r a wn wit h houses Known f rom other parts of I re l and and 

Brit a in, permi t ting a b e tter Knowledge of t he qualit y of life 

in Athy b efo r e 1700. Examination of seventeenth century 

housing should provide information on whethe r the town 

rece i ved a sizeab l e new imp•Jt of popu l atio n or not and s hou ld 

s hed important li gh t on the regions of England or I r e l and 

from wh ich t hese inhabitants came . It wou l d a lso be imp or t an t 

to determine i f it is s imi I ar to t he housing of th e Ulster 

Pl an t ation or different from it . 

The s ite of the castle bui l t by Gearoid Mor i s Know n but 

it i s I i Ke I y th a t much of it 1.Jas remo ved dur in g the 

construction of t he banK o n t he site . It is possible, 

however, that some par t s of the castle may survive below 

ground on th e site imme dia te l y sou th of BarracK Road . 

The course o f the tow n defences is ve r y speculative and 

th e out I ine suggested above needs t o be tested by excavation 

in order to de termine ~J he the r it i s correct or not . Th ere is 

a strong possibi lit y that mura l towers other were present but 

none of these s urvive. Ex cavation s hould a l so re c over 



information on whether or not the defences ~Je re st r e ng the ned 

b ►• th e addition of earthen ramparts in th e seventeenth 

ce n t ury . Ex cavati on is l iKel y to reve al t r ac es of these 

bec ause even lJhere the LJal 1 , o r r ampart, has been removed it 

is liKel y tha t a ditch ~,ou ld surv ive intact . 

The Franc i scan friary and the hospital of St. John the 

Ba ptist we r e l ocated outside the wall, probabl y within their 

own precincts. It is important t o remember that these we re 

l arge building complexes, hav ing not on l y a church and 

cloister, but ranges of domestic buildings as we 11. 

Ex cavation in these areas is significant not onl y fo r the 

a.r ch it e ct u r a l inf o r mat ion i t w i l l y i el d on how the form of 

the bui l dings changed through time but a l so because the 

excavation of a medie va l cemetery , such as at St. He l en ' s , 

YorK, can pro v ide other~ise unobt ain abl e information a bout 

heal th , diet, morta l it y rates a nd disease among the 

inhabitants of medie va l Castledermot . 

Arc haeo l o gica l Potential 

Arc h aeo log y doe s n o t consist so l e l y of exc avation nor 

does it s top a t ground l eve l. Th e archaeologic a l evi dence for 

Cas tl e d e r mot' s pas t comprises a ll the ph ysical 

man's activities on th e si t e of t he town, from 

His toric b eginnings until the present day . Th e 

street pattern, propert y boundaries an d standing 

remains of 

its Earl y 

surv iving 

buildings 

constitute the uppermost levels of the archaeological 

stratigraphy, and a ll are relevant to the study of the town's 
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pa.st . Do cumen t a.r y ev idence a l so play.i a. ro l e in 

recons tructing the hi s to ry of early Castledermot, but f o r the 

wide range of human a cti v ity omitted f rom tha writ t e n 

accounts and for the ear l y pe r i ods when d o cume nt a tion is 

s light , a.rchaeo 1 og y is our on 1 y sou r ce of in format ion . The 

evidence of a rchaeo l ogy and top ography, of architecture and 

of d ocu ments, is c o mplementary; ea.ch gains from the ex i s tence 

of the others and the unreco r ded destruction of one form of 

ev idence not onl y remo ves part o f a town's archi v e but also 

diminishes the usefullnes s of those which are preser v ed. 

The survey of its archaeology indicates that Castledermot 

is a fine e x ample of a me d ieval t o wn. The standing remains of 

pre -1 700 date a.re the Francisca n friar y and the towe r o f St. 

John's hospital; parts of St. J ames' church are of pre - 1700 

date a nd there is a. fine co ll ection of monuments I n 

churchyard . With these e x ceptions the dest r uction 

its 

of 

buildings abo ve ground has been total. Arch aeo logical layers 

h ave bee n destro y ed by the c o nstruction of cellars and 

substan tial hou ses on the st reet front a g es , but it is 1 iKel y 

that dep os its su rvive intact behi n d the frontages . There is , 

then, the strong l iKe li hoo d of recover i n g h ouse foundations, 

refuse pits, Industrial areas, and worKshops of medieval and 

seventeenth c entury date w i thin the to~n . 

ARCHAEOLOGY, PLANN I NG AND DEVELOPMENT 

It is evident from the foregoing that archaeology is a.n 

important means of learning about Ca.stledermot's past and of 
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understandin g the character and d et a iled f orm o f the t o wn 

today . Th i s is more t han jus t an a c ademic pursuit because 

withou t an appreciation of the factors which have shaped 

Ca st leder mo t ' s present character, steps taKen to conserve 

t h at character w i I l not b e wholl y effective, or worse, 

features b as ic t o it s unique identit y may be unwittingl y 

destroyed. 

The protection o f buri ed archaeo logic a l evidence p rese nts 

ser iou s pr o blems for not only is the r e the pressure of 

rede v el opme nt an d the high v alue of ur b a n properties with 

which t o contend, but the sites themsel v es a re often 

difficult to def i ne or eva l uate; their full ar chaeo l ogical 

potentia l may o nl y become apparen t when an e x cavat ion is 

undert aKen i n a d vance of development or by observat i ons made 

whi l e development i s in progre s s , It i s c ru c i a l, therefore, 

that a concerte d ef fort s h ould b e made t o safeguard i ts 

arc h a e o logi c a l heritage and that adequ a te provi s i o n 

for inve s tigation in a d vance o f a n y rede v elopment . 

i s made 

Are a o f Arch a eo l ogi c a l Po t e ntial 

Th e s haded porti o n o f the a c compan y i ng map ( F ig . 59) 

d e l imits th e a r ea of ar chaeol og i cal po t e nti a l within moder n 

Castl e d er mo t . Thi s co mp r i ses the su ggest ed ~Ja il e d a r ea of the 

me d ieva l t o wn, t o g e th e r w i th a n e x ten s i o n 

acc omo d a t e th e s it e o f S t . J o hn ' s h osp it a l , 

t he so u th t o inc lude t h e Fr a n c i s can fr i a r y . 

o n t h e n o rth t o 

a nd a n oth e r o n 
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CELBRIDGE 

Celbr idge is a. v il la.ge on the river Liff ey in north-east 

Kildare. Th e Placename is derived f rom C ill Oro ichead, "the 

church of the bridge•, which is first recor d e d in the early 

thirt eenth century. The v illage was Kno wn as Kildrought until 

the eighteenth century . Th e old n ame indicates the existence 

o f a pre-Norman church site but pr ac t i call y nothing is Kn ow n 

of thi s found a tion. Ronan ( 1941 a, 46: n. 141 ) a nd FitzGer a ld 

( 1896-8d , 324) have pointed out that the s ite was associated 

with Mochua. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Celbridge formed part of the "cantred of Offelan neares t 

Dublin" granted by Strongbow to Adam d e Hereford before 11 7 6 

< Orpen 1911-20, i , 378-9). Adam gra nted 

< 'Kildroch ' ) to his brothe r John, who was in turn 

Ce lbr i dge 

succeeded 

b y hi s son Thomas <Gilbert 1889, 102-4). So me of the charters 

of Thomas d e Hereford provide information on Celbridge in the 

early t hirteenth century, particularly on th e chu rch and mill 

(Gi lbert 1889, 1:57-9 ) . The ear 1 lest evi d ence for the 

e x i stence of a borough a t Celbridge occurs 

RDKPRI, 13 1! no. 8 08) but 

settlement b y 13 14 when Henry 

it 

I e 

was c 1 ear 1 y 

Waleys was 

in 1401 ( 23 

a sizeab l e 

charged with 

breaKing "the doors of houses in the town of Kildroght" and 

ta.King geese, hens, bread and beer ( Wood, Langman and 
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Griffith 1956, 318), 

On the death of Thomas de Hereford, before 1224 (BrooKs 

1950, 183, n. 12), Celbridge passed to Milo de Rochford, 

1889, 103-4: husband of Thomas' daughter Elianora (Gilbert 

Otway-Ruthven 1961, 167-8). The Rochfords held Celbridge 

until the mid-fourteenth century and the last reco,rded is 

William de Rochford, who had died by 1333. An extent of his 

lands in Ky ldrogh was ordered in that year (54 RDKPRI, 36) 

but it was still awaited in 1349-50 <Sayles 1979, 201). The 

succession to Celbridge is obscure until 1387-9 when John 

Rout and Richard Ar-blaster, chaplains, were given royal 

licence to enfeoff Maurice FitzThomas, earl of Kildare, w 1th 

the manor of Kildroght ( Tresham 1828, 135: no. 161; 143: no, 

7), The Kildares seem to have boosted the status of Celbridge 

and shortly after they acquired it the first references occur 

to the borough and castle of Kildroght. 

The manor was forfeited after the rebellion of 'Sil Ken 

Thomas', however, and in 1536 it was granted to John Alen, 

master of the rolls (7 RDKPRI, 37: no. 57). It was evidentl y 

restored to the Kildares in 1554 because three years later 

the ear l requested the Lord Deput y to confirm the manor of 

Castletown < i ,e. the town of the 

Gerald Sutton C Morr in 1861, 500). 

castle of Celbridge) to 

Castletot.Jn and Celbridge 

were forfeited by David Sutton because of his part 

Baltinglass rebellion of 1580 < Ir Rec Corrvn 1826: 

in the 

Kildare 

Eliz: 7), In 1587 the manor of Castletown-Kildroght was 

granted to John Dongan and it belonged to the Dongans for 
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most of the seventeenth centur y CFitzGerald 1896-Se, 369). 

Celbridge was granted a weeKly marKet and two yearly fairs in 

167q and this seems to have boosted the development of the 

modern village (Aalen et al. 1870, 43). The Civil 

C 1654 > recorded 'one stone house intended for a 

Survey 

malt 

house', a bridge over the Liffey and three mills In Celbridge 

(Simmington 1952, 21) while the 1659 census gave 

population of Kildrought as 63 and Castletown as 3q . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

1 • STREETS ANJ STREET PATTERN 

2 . INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

3 . THE BR IOGE 

q. CASTLE 

5. ST. MOCHUA'S PARISH CHURCH 

1. S TREETS ANO STREET PATTERN 

the 

The present street pattern is linear consisting of Main 

Street with its clear east-west axis. The burgage plot 

pattern survived clearly in nineteenth century maps but it 

has become severely eroded in recent years on the west side 

as the result of the construction of a church, school and a 

housing estate. It is difficult to determine the date of the 

plot pattern. Its regularity and the formal alignment onto 

the entrance gates of Castletown suggests that it may be of 



eighteenth centur y date. 

2. INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

Milling has always been inportant here because 

town's Proximity to the river Liffey . The earliest 

of the 

reference 

to mi 1 1 Ing occurs in the grant of Thomas de He reford, dating 

1213-24, in which he grant e d the tithes of hi s mill in the 

vill of 'Kildroch' to St . Thomas' Abbey, Dublin (Gi l bert 

1889, 159 ). The mill probabl y functioned throughout the 

medieval period. The manor mill of Celbridge, forfeited by 

David Sutton in 1580 was leased to John CusacKe in 1583 < 13 

RDKPRI , 211: no . 4180 ) and granted along with the manor to 

Edw ar d FitzGerald in 1588 ( 16 RDKPRI, 74: no, 5208), and 

thereafter to John Dongan. Inquisitions ta.Ken 

1627 < Ir Rec Comm 1826, Kildare: Jae I: 7; Car 

in 

I : 

1611 and 

15) note 

that Walter Dongan held two water mills. One of these, with 

its mill-pool, mill-race and an enclosure Known a s the "mill 

parKe", was located near the castle at Cas tletown. The other 

was a waste toft on the site of a watermill in Ki ldrought. In 

1654 the Civ il Survey noted that Lad y Dongan held a corn mill 

and a c l oth mill, valued at £20 p.a. in Kildrought, while 

there was also another mil l out of repair there (S iming to n 

1952 , 21 ) , 

A number of large ear l y nine teenth cen t u r y mill s are 

current l y being renovated on the west banK of the L if f ey and 

these are liKe l Y to be on the site of the medieval mills. 
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3. THE BRIDGE 

The placename Cill droichead indicates that a bridge was 

present here from pre-Norman times . Nothing is Known of the 

form of the ear 1 lest bridge or it s medieval 

century successors. 

and seventeenth 

4. THE CASTLE 

The castle o-f Ce 1 bridge is f lrst referred 

(Tresham 1828, 167 ! no. 23) and in view of the 

earlier references it is liKel y that the 

to in 

absence 

castle 

constructed after the earl of Kildare 

Celbridge in 1387-9. The castle lay 

gained possession 

some distance to 

north of Celbridge in the townland of Castletown. 

1403 

of 

was 

of 

the 

In 1583 a grant of the castle and lands o-f 'Castleton of 

Kildro•Jght' to Henry Warren described it as having a precinct 

o-f three acres and •a hall built after the Irish or countr y 

manner, covered with stra~1" ( 13 RDKPRI, 211: no. 4181'. The 

civil Survey of 1654 stated that there were two castles at 

castletown, valued at £300 in 1640, but were now ruined 

c Simington 1952, 22). There is no trace of a medieval 

at either Castletown or Celbridge. 

5, ST MOCHUA'S PARISH CHURCH 

castle 

It is liKel y that the medieval par i sh church was the 

successo r o -f a pre -Norman church s ite. It is first directly 
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referred to in the charters of Thomas de Hereford, granting 

the church of Kildroch to St. Thomas' Abbey, Dublin <Gilbert 

1889, 157-9>. One third of the church's income was reserved 

for the support of the vicar, an arrangement which cont i nued 

into the sixteenth century (Gilbert 1889, 286-7 , 295; White 

1941, 215). The vicarage was valued at 43s. in the 

ecc l esiastical taxation of 1302-6 (Sweetman 1875-86, v, p. 

240). The royal visitation of 1615 noted that the church and 

chancel of Kildrought were in good repair <Ronan 1941a, 46). 

The buil d ing was visited by Austin Cooper c.1780 who drew it 

as it then stood <Price 1942, pl. 1). 

Description (Figs. 60-1) 

The church is situat ed within a rectangular enc l osure on 

the west of the village. The enclosure was originally 

circular and evidence for this remains in the circular sweep 

which Church Rd. maKes around the graveyard on the north 

while there are traces of a low wide banK in the field west 

of the graveyard wall. The remains consist of the east wall 

of the church and the lower floors of the west tower, which 

was later adapted as a mausoleum but is now ruined. The 

Connolly Mau so leum was built on to the north side of the 

church during the eighteenth centur y but this is not 

accessible. The masonr y consists of rubble 1 imestone roughl y 

coursed with no dressed quoins. 

The east gab l e stands to a he ig ht of 7 m and short 

returns of the north and south walls. Short wall segments run 

-
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out from these returns: these may be the remains of 

butresses. The east 1o1all was 1 1 t by a three-I ight 

round-headed windo1o1 with transomed switchline tracery. Much 

of the tracery is missing but the jambs and mullion of the 

southern light are pre sent. On top of the gable is a small 

recta ngular bricK structure, possibly a bell-cote. Onl y the 

west end of the north wall survives, where it is incorporated 

into the Connoll y mausoleum. The south wal 1 is represented by 

a s 1 ight rise in ground level; Cooper ' s drawing shows a 

ves tr y at the east end of the south wall. 

At the west end of the nave is a rectangular TOWER with a 

projecting rectangular stair-turret on the south-west angle. 

The east wall was removed to first floor level and a new 

crossing wall was built 4 m to the east. The ground floor is 

entered from the outside through a round-a rche d door in the 

north wal 1. Its 1 imestone j a.mbs a.re modern but the entrance 

is probabl y original. Cooper's dr a wing shows a lean-to 

structure in th i s po s it ion . There is a blocKed flat-arched 

window in the west wall, and the stair turret 

through a rectangular doorway in the s outh wall. 

is entered 

The first 

floor is a loft, lit on the west by a round-headed splayed 

window with limes t on e jambs of recent date: the loft was 

entered from the stairs through a rectangular doorw ay, now 

partly blocKed. Above the loft is a vault, whi c h was possibly 

po inted but is now heavily p laste red . The second floor 

survives to a height of 3 m above first floor l eve l at the 

east end but elsewhere its height has been reduced to 50 cm. 

There is a sp l ayed rectangular window in the ea.st wal I wh ich 
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originally opened into the nave, and a wal 1 

Cooper's drawing shows two openings in the east wal 1 • 

stair turret rises above second floor level where it 

The 

is 

topped by modern crennelations. It is 1 it by small 

rectangular windows in the east, west and south walls. 

Cooper's drawing shows an additional floor on the tower with 

a parapets above, which supported a narrow belfry. The stair 

turret was also battlemented. According to Cooper the 

entrance to the tower was through a flat-arched door 

west l~al l. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS A~O P0TENTTIAL 

in the 

Celbridge is an interesting example of an Anglo - Norman 

borough. It was founded beside an older Ear l y Christian site, 

and traces of its enclosure still survive in the curving line 

of Church Road. For archaeology, it affords an important 

opportunity of investigating the transformation from 

pre-Norman church site to Anglo-Norman borough. 

The e x tent of the medieval borough is unclear, however, 

because its plan has been obliterated by the later replanning 

of the town in the eighteenth century. Toe original borough 

was almost certainl y located in the vicinity of St. Mochua's 

chur c h and in the area of the bridge, from which the 

settlement derived its name. Traces of the original bridge 

may well survive in the waterlogged Liffe y muds and it would 

be important to investigate th is area, if the opportunity 
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arose, in order to recover the structural history of the 

first bridge and its succesors, Th e or i g I n a 1 site of the 

castle remains unKnown but it and the mills were probably 

substantial stone buildings which will have left foundations 

under ground. Apart from the church there are no features of 

pre-1700 date surviving above ground but it ls to be 

expected, that in common with other towns, archaeological 

deposits consisting of house foundations, pits, and debris 

scatters survive below ground. 

The proximity of Celbridge to Du b lin has brought 

considerable housing developme nt within t he town and this has 

imp! !cations for the archaeology of Celbridge, particularly 

o n the outsKirts of the town. The enclosure around St, 

Mo c hua's chur c h, which is probably t h e oldest feature in 

Celbridge, has been encroached on by the school to the south 

and is in danger of furt h er interference by both the school 

and private housing on the west. It is important that 

archaeo l ogical investigation shoul d taKe place here in 

advance of any development . E lsewhere in the town, 

archaeo 1 og ical deposits have been disturbed by the 

construction of the street fronta g e and it is l iKe l y that 

archaeological material survives, by and large, only b,ehind 

the street frontage . Nonetheless the potential remains to 

discover the extent of the medieval borough and to uncover 

information on the nature of its houses, streets, and other 

structures. 

In summary, the archaeological data indicates. that 



settlement commenced at Celbridge before the coming of the 

Normans, that it e x panded considerably during the twelfth and 

thirteenth centuries, and that it was rep l anned as a borough 

in the seuententh or eighteenth century, Accordingly it has a 

long history as a built-up area. Documentary records of the 

site are few, however, and in the future archaeological 

excavation is liKel y to be the principal means by which 

additional Knowledge can be obtained. It is important, then, 

that any future development should be monitored, otherwise 

archaeological information is liable to be lost needlessly. 

Area of Archaeological Potential 

The shaded portion of the accompanying map (Fig. 62) 

delimits the area of archaeological potential within 

Celbridge. This is based on the extent of the seventeenth/ 

eighteenth century replanning, together with an area around 

the old church and the bridge. The present lacK of 

information on the precise extent of the borough maKes it all 

the more important that all worKs within the shaded area 

should be monitored. 
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CLAl'E 

The village is located on the west banK of the river 

Liffey in north-east Kildare on the road between KilcocK and 

Naas. The name is an an g 1 i c is at ion of C 1 u a in , 'field', 

rendered variously as Cluain Oamh, "field of the ox " , or 

Cluain Ath, "field of the ford". The ford was probably the 

site's principal attraction as a settlement site and it has 

some early mythological associations (Comerford 1885, i i , 

98-9). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Two pit burials c ontaining decorated Neolithic pottery, 

found in an escarpment near the vi l lsge (Ryan 1979-80), and a 

bronze dirK found in a bog nearby indicate that the vicinity 

of Clane was frequented by man in the prehistoric period. The 

earliest permanent settlment on the site, however, was an 

Earl y Christian church site. Gwynn and HadcocK ( 1970, 31) 

identify Clane as the monastery of Cluain Damh, f ou nded by 

Ailbhe and of wh ich Sinche ll (d.549) was the first abbot. In 

702 a battle was fought at Claen Ath bet1o1een Ceallach Cuallan 

and Fogartach Ua Cearnaigh <AFM; AU sub 703). In 782 the 

death of Banbhan, abbot of Cloenath, is recorded (AFM sub 

777) , Little is Known of the history of the monastic site . it 

1o1as plundered in 1035 <AFM) and in 1162 it was the venue for 

a synod c o nvened by Gelasius, the archbishop of Armagh ( AFM). 
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This would s uggest that Clane was a significant settlement by 

the twelfth centur y . 

After the coming of the Normans, the barony of Ot y my 

< modern barony o-f Clane), in which Clane is situated, was 

granted to Adam de Hereford, who in turn granted it to his 

brother, Richard <Orpen 1911-20, i, 379). Later the barony 

passed to the de Stauntons ( Otway-Ruthven 1961, 168) . 

Killanin and Duignan ( 1967, 161 ) are probably correct in 

attributing the motte at Clane to one of the de Herefords but 

no record o-f its construction or early history survives. A 

Franciscan -friary was established c.1258 suggesting that 

there was a sizeable settlement at Clane by that time. 

References to the court, provost and corrvnunity of Clane in 

1298 demonstrate that the community was exercising borough 

functions and that a borough had been established by the end 

of the thirteenth century (Mills 1905, 199-200). The town was 

burned in 1310 <Wood, Langman and Griffith 1956, 147). In 

1392 the provost, bailiffs and commonalty of Clane were 

granted tolls to rebuild the bridge (Tresham 1828, 147: no. 

223). Further information on the history of the settlement is 

1acKing but cas ual reference s in the fifteenth and s i x teenth 

centuries indicate that it maintained its status as a borough 

<Tresham 1828, 267: no. 4 3 ; Morrin 1062, 100). In 1659 the 

census of Ireland recorded a population o-f 58 for Clane with 

a further 43 in 'Ne1.Jtown of Slane Cs icl' ( Pender 1939, 398). 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL IIWENTORY 

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN 

2. MARKET PLACE 

3. DOMESTIC HOUSING 

4. INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

S . THE BR IOGE 

6. CASTLE 

7. ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH CHURCH 

8. FRAN:ISCAN FRIARY 

9. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGDALEN 

10. OTHER FEATURES 

11. LIST OF STRAY F INDS 

1. STREETS Af\O STREET PATTERN 

The present street pattern of Ciane is linear (Fig. 63). 

It is based on a main north-south street, which forKs at the 

so uthern end, turning south-east to the bridge and Naas, and 

south-west towards Ne.ibridge. It is difficult to Know the 

date of this street pattern. Medieval references Indicate 

that the bridge formed part of the town, and since the street 

running north-west from it passes the matte, Franciscan 

friary, and the medieval parish church, it is quite possible 

that it follows the medie v al s treet line. The street lacKs 

anY clear burgage plot pattern, however, and this is a stong 

indication that the borough was deserted before the close of 

the Middle Ages. The only clear evidence for a bur gage plot 



pattern north 

St . Michael's church, where its regula.rity indica.tes a 

is in the broader part of the main street, of 

la. te 

seventeenth or eighteenth century da.te. A reference to the 

Newtown of Clane in 1582 may indicated that the borough was 

re-established in the six teenth century <Ir . Rec. Comm. 1826, 

Kildare, El iz.: 6). 

The aerial photograph ( F ig, 63) shows the cropmarK of a 

road running southwards from the south-west corner of the 

friary towards the bridge; this ma.y represent the original 

street in th is area. The photograph also shows a linear 

feature, super f icia.lly resembling a roadwa.y , east of St. 

Michael's church. Th i s occurs in ma.rsh land, however, and 

probably represents a dra.in. The O.S. first edition 6" maps 

of 1837 show the possible remains of a burgage plot pattern 

on the south-west street leading towards Newbridge. 

2. MARKET PLACE 

It is difficult to gauge the shape of the origina.l marKet 

place when the form of the original street pattern is unKnown 

but the sub-tr iangu 1 ar space in front of St. Michael's church 

is a liKel y location. 

3. DOMESTIC HOUSES 

The Civil S u rve y of 1654 noted four cast l es , one of which 

bel o nged to the earl of Kildare : two had hall s a t tached to 

them and the f o urth belonged to Sir John Oonga n of Castlatown 
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(Simingt on 1952, 149). No trace of these buildings exists. 

4, I ~OUSTRIAL AREAS 

There is evidence for on I y one mi 11 at Cl ane during the 

Middle Ages, that belonging to the lord of Clane. It is first 

referred to in 1300 (38 ROKPRI, 82) but it was probably there 

from the foundation of the manor . This, or its succesor, is 

the watermill referred to in 1453 ( Tresham 1828, 267: no. 

43). In 1636, houever, John Fitzgerald held two watermills in 

Clane ( Ir, Rec. Comm. 1826, Kildare, Car. 1: 60) and in 1654 

they belonged to William Sarsfield of Lucan and Nicholas 

Wogan of RathcoffeY, when both were in ruins (Simington 1952, 

149 ). 

The O.S. first edition 6" map shows a mill south of the 

village, on the south - west side of the bridge. A large modern 

house occupies the site at present. 

5. THE BRIDGE 

In 1382 the commonalty of Clane received a grant of 

pontage to construct a stone bridge. This may be the one 

described by SherlocK < 1903-5, 38) as a bridge of six arches. 

He also noted that the arches had been built on wattle 

centering, The present Alexandra Bridge is modern. 

6, THE CASTLE 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

The motte of Clane was probably 

twelfth century by the de Herefords. In 

erected in 

1541, the 
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the late 

survey of 

the forfeited lands of the earl OT Kildare refers to the 

'castle or fortress called BlacKcastel in the town of Clane' 

(Nicholls 1968, 30). This may be the castle held by Nicholas 

Eustace in 1582 <ibid., Eliz.: 3) 

Walter Dongan in 1611 ( ibid., Jae. 

which 

I: 7) • 

later 

Lewis 

passed to 

< 1837, i , 

327) noted the presence of a castle which "added greatly to 

the importance of the town, but has long been in ruins" . It 

is not now clear to what he was referring. 

Description 

A steep sided round mound situated at the southern end of 

the village . The mound has a conical shape and tapers from 

its base, measuring 47 by 41 m, to a flat summit, 14 by 13 m. 

There is a slight depression in the centre of the summit and 

the mound is 8 m h igh. The long ax is of the mound is al lgned 

east-west and its basal measurement has been shortened as a 

result of bulldozer interference in 1970. Thi s revea led that 

it was built of layers of stone and earth <JKAS 15 < 1971-6 ) , 

100). CooKe-Trench ( 1899- 1902b, 109 ) recounts a story that 

the top of the motte sanK about 1830 and that excavation, at 

the time, revealed some sKeletons. 

bailey 

7. ST. MICHAEL'S PARI SH CHURCH 

There is no trace of a 

During the Middle Ages the c hurch was held by the Knights 
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Hosp i-t:a.l lers and it is first referred to in 1212 in 

Ill's confirmation of their churches in Ireland 

1932, 140). The church is described a.s a. parish 

1307 <Mills 1914, 513). In 1615 the cha.nee! was 

( Sher 1 o c K 1903 -5 , 38 ) 

Description (Figs. 64-5) 

Innocent 

(McNeil! 

church in 

in ruins 

The church is situated within a sub-circular churchyard 

in the centre of the present vi l lage. lt is built on the 

highest ground in the town and overlooKs low-lying swa.mPY 

g r ound to the ea.st. The remains consist of a. west tower, 

probably of seventeenth century date, onto which a.n apsidal 

church was built in the late eightent h cen t ury . The masonry 

of the tower consists of rough l y coursed limestone. The 

church was in ruins until 1985 when it was re-roofed, floored 

and new windows inser t ed a.s an AnCO project. It now functions 

as a Community hall. 

The r ectangular TOWER has four f l oors with battlements 

above. In the recent renovations it was 

different l evels to the original f l ooring and 

re floored at 

the internal 

walls have been plastered. The ground f l oor is entered 

through a pointed door, of recent date, in the south wall but 

the original round arched door is visible, partl y blocKed, in 

the west wal 1. The tower is 1 inKed to the nave by a pointed 

arch but the actual access is through a round arched door. 

The first floor has a.n inserted rectangular five-light window 

with rectang•Jlar hood moulding in the 1..1est wall and a small 
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rectangular opening in the east wall which opens into the 

church. The s ec ond floor has a narrow splayed window in the 

south wall and another in the west end of the north wall. The 

third floor (the belfry stage) has a large pointed window in 

the west wall and a smaller but similar window in the south 

and east walls. These windows have arches of bricK and have 

pointed externa l hood mouldings above. All of the windows and 

the battlements date to c.1800. 

The roof line of the old nave is visible in the east wall 

of the tower and has been ignored in the recent renovation. 

The north wall of the nave leans out from the vertical and 

has a blocKed-up pointed door with chamfered sandstone jambs. 

This is marKed intern a ll y by a breaK 

externally only the western jamb can be 

of the door has been concealed by the 

vestry. 

Monuments 

William Wogan. 1616 (Fig. 66). 

in the wall while 

seen. The remainder 

enlargement of the 

Limestone table tomb built against a free-standing stone wall 

outside the east end of the church. Three tab le ts are set 

into the wall above the tomb . Two of these belong with the 

tomb but the third, dated 1716, does not. It is a 1 arge 

rectangular plaque with an achievement of arms for Wogan and 

O'Neill carved by PatricK Murray. The upper rectangular 

p l aque has an undecorated heater s h aped shield in low relief 

and the date 1618 in the lower spandrels. Dims: H. 47.5 w. 
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4 2 cm. The lower recta ngular plaque (max . dims. 84 by 48 cm) 

has an inscription in false relief Roman capita.ls: 

HEAR LIETI-l INTOVMBED/ THE BODY OF WILLIAM IJJG/ AN OF 

RATHCOFFIE ESQVIR/ WHO DECEASED THE LAST/ OF DECEMBER IN 

ANNO DO/ MINI 1616 BEINGE OF THE/ AOGE OF XXVII YEARS 

The plain tomb mensa rests on a decor a ted side and end panel. 

The so•Jth end pane 1 is a modern insert. The covering slab 

has a reverse-ogee moulding below the rim. The west end panel 

has the upper half of a crucifixion in false relief. The side 

panel has six segmentally arched panels with figures in false 

relief. The pilasters between the panels are decorated with a 

simple two-line flat ribbon interlace in relief. Above each 

panel there are a set of initials separated by lozenges: NW, 

IW, WW, EW, MW, IW. The figure s are partially carved and were 

intended to represent three men on the dexter and three women 

on the sinister side but onl y the far sinister figure was 

completed. 

o ims : Slab: L. 195 W. 101 T. 20 cm 

Side Panel: L. 177 H. 68 cm 

End pane 1: w. 91 H. 63 cm 

cooKe-Trench 1899-1902a , 99-100; F i tzGe rald 1904 -6a, 90-91. 

Font . 12th/ 13 th cent. (Fig. 70) 

Pl ain granite font, found in the wall of the church tower, 

now set on a red marble base in the church of St Mich ae l a nd 

All Angels, Millicent. Th e font h as been cut down and the 

s ides rounded, but it was probably based on a cubic capital . 
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Before the font was cut down there was evidence for it having 

a cover and the present drum-shaped base is modelled on the 

original (CooKe-Trench 1894, 19 ) . The bas.e is said to h-.ve 

been Preserved but it cannot be located now. 

Dims: H. 36 W 68.5 by 68.5 cm 

Basin: D. 16 W. 49 by 49 cm 

SherlocK 1891-5, 28. 

8. FRANCISCAN FRIARY 

The foundation of this friary is recorded by AFM in 

and Gera l d FitzMaurice, lord of Offaly was the most 

1258 

1 iK e 1 y 

founder < Gwynn and HadcocK 1970, 245) . Litt l e is Known of its 

history during the Middle Ages but the suggestion has been 

made that the friary was su bstantially rebui l t after 1433 

(Conlan 1978, 82). The Dissolution documents note that the 

"church, chancel and part of the dormitory were destroyed by 

order of Lord Leonard Grey, l ate King's deputy, for the 

purpose of repairing the King's castle of Maynouthe" (White 

1943, 164). The friary was leased to David Sutton in 1541 (7 

RDKPRI, 49: no. 174) but it was subsequently granted to 

Rober t Eustace and others for the use of Thomas Luttrell in 

1542 (7 RDKPRI, 63: no. 313). 

Description (Fig. 67) 

The ivy covered walls of the nave, chancel and part of 

the south a isle survive in a rect a ngular grave yard south - east 
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of the village. The masonry consists of roughly coursed 

limestone and there are no dressed quoins. Plaster remains on 

parts of the intern a l and external wall s . The nave and 

chancel are of thirteenth century date and the aisle was 

added in the fifteenth century. 

The east gable of the CHANCEL stands to an external 

height of 4 m but is only 2 m high internall y as a result of 

build-up to accomodate a Ma.rian grotto. The wall was reduced 

in width by KnocKing out the interior facing of the wall and 

refacing it. The east window probably consisted of a series 

of lancets but only the granite outer and inner mouldings of 

the s ide lancets survive. The imposts of the rear arch 

moulding s and one capital can be seen through the ivy 6 m 

above ground level. The y are similar in style to those at 

Castledermot friary. The north wall stands to a height of 7 

m. It has one lancet window, similar to those in the south 

wa ll , but lacKing its arch. There is a round arched recess 

near the east end of the wall , and immediately west of it is 

a larger recess, possibly round-arched but lacKing cut stone, 

which may have been designed for a tomb. There is a small 

hole through the wall in the centre of the 

Immediately west of this is a pointed reces s , now rubbl e 

filled, which was probabl y the door to the cloi ster. West of 

the lancet window is ano ther round-headed recess lacKi n g cut 

stone. The south wal l stand s to a height of 7 m and has four 

pointed lancets together with the eas t er n splay of a fifth. 

Under the first window from the east is a pointed reces s, 

probablY a sedil l a, but lacKing cut stone . West of this is a 
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shallow pointed n ic he with multi -moul d ed rounded J ambs and 

plaster-worK on the bacK and sides, pe r hap s a tomb recess 

( F i g • 68 ) • There is; smal 1 wall cupboard at ground l eve l 

betwe e n the two recesses . 

Onl y the north wall of the NAVE survives and it is 

featureless e x cept for one round arched recess;, 50 cm above 

ground level. The west wall is completel y missing and it is 

not c lear ~1hether it was in line with the west wall of the 

south a.isle or whether it extended west of this line to where 

the edge of a raised platform is present. 

Nothing survives to show the nature of the arcade 

connecting the nave with the south AlSLE. It measures 16.5m 

by 6.5m internall y and consists of the south wall and the 

return of the east wall. The west wall is repre sented onl y by 

foundations. A window SP 1 ay survi v es in the ea.st wa.11 

fragment but no jambs are p resent. The south wall stands to a 

height of 7 m and has two windows, similar in style to those 

in the south wall of the nave, with the east 

third. No cut stone remains but s ome pl asteri ng 

the window s pl ays a nd on the interior walls. 

Architectural fragments 

splay of a 

su rvive s on 

Tw o s ton es with rounded mouldings, pro b ab l y from the eas t 

win dow, lie in the east end of the church. 

Dims : 1: H.37 W. 3 8 T.28 c m 

2: H.26 W. 28 T. 20 cm 
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Monument 

Knightly effigy. Late 13th cent. 

Limestone torso lying on the ground against the north wall of 

the chancel. The upper chest and l egs are missing. The 

figure is traditionally identified with Gerald FitzMaurice 

FitzGerald who founded the abbey 

1786; Hunt 1974, 155-6). 

9. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGOALEN 

and died 1287 C Archdal 1 

The chapel of St. Mary Magdalene iuxta Clane is recorded 

in a l ist of parish churches and chapels in the diocese of 

Kildare drawn up by Or. Roche MacGeoghegan, bishop of Kildare 

from 1629 to 1644 (Come rford 1885, i, 261). In 1700 the 

maud 1 in "by Clane cast I e" is referred to together with 

"Maudlins town, near Clane" (Upton 1918-21, 335). The site of 

the hospital is now unKnown. 

10. OTHER FEATURES 

Templebride 

In 1604 the King held a free chapel called 'Temple-bride' at 

or near Cl ane C Ir. Rec . Comm. 

Nothing further is Kno1Jn of it. 

Bullaun 

1826, Kildare, Jae. I : 1 ) • 

A large stone with one depression is set on the west edge of 

the Butter s tream, a short di s tance to the north of the 
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Franciscan Friary. Diam of bas in 32, depth 35 cm 

(CooKe-Trench 1899-1902b, 109-11 ) 

Cross-base. 17th cent. 

Situated on the west side of the Millicent ( Newbridge) road 

at the end of the village. Undecorated limestone base with 

very rough chamfering on the upper edges. 

uncentered rectangular mortice. 

Dims: H. 30 <Min) w. 84 by 65 cm. 

Mort ice: D. 12 W. 24 by 20 cm. 

CooKe-Trench, 1899-1902b, 109-11. 

Font. 19th cent. 

There is an 

Stone urn mounted on a pedestal ouside the R.C. church has a 

se venteenth centur y date incised on it. 

Possible megalith. 

SherlocK ( 1891-5, 27) suggested that a f eature Known as •st. 

Brigid's chair and thimble" was a cromleac. It was situated 

•a little way above the head of the millrace at Clane, where 

there is now a disused quarry". It was broKen up in the 

mid-ninetee nth century. 

We 11 s . 

There are six wells in Clane but none is in use or in good 

condition. S1Jndays Well on the west side of the motte st il 1 

has a stone surround <JacKson 1979-80, 147-8: nos. 11-16). 

Late Neolithic Bur ials . 

Three pit burials were found immediately north of the vi ll age 

bes id e the Ki l co CK road ( 0, S. 6" Sheet 14 , 19.3cm from N.; 
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24.35cm from W) when the site was being bulldozed in advance 

of constructing modern houses. The graves occured on top of a 

small escarpment overlooKing a glacial overflow channel. The 

remains were those o f two children and two adu l ts . Sherds of 

decorated Neolithic potter;, an d a fragment of polished 

lignit e !Jere found < Ryan 1979-80 ). 

1. LIST OF STRAY FII\OS 

. Bronze dirK . Found in a bog at Cl ane . ?Private possession . 

Harbison 1969b, 18! no . 127; Burgess a nd Gerloff 1981, 29! 

no. 157 . 

I ron a x ehead of bearded form . From vicinit y of Cl ane . NM I 

1975! 248. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS ANO POTENTTIAL 

Clane i s a good example of a shrunKen medieval borough . 

Th e documentar y sources indicat e that it was a pre-Norman 

church site of importance an d the borough was established 

during the thirteenth century. The range of Known s truc tures 

which includes a bridge, cast le, paris h church, Franciscan 

friary and hos pital, suggest th a t it was a populated centre 

of some si ze in the thirteenth century. Despite this the 

se ttlement d ec lined during the Lat e r Middle Ages such that 

the original s t reet plan of the medieval borough and its 

e x tent is now uncertain . The geographical spread of the Kn own 

- I •• .; '• • •< • •, • • • - • • • • • 0 
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monuments su gges t s that medie va l Clane ~J as l o c ated closer to 

th e bridge than its modern successor but on l y e x cavatio n will 

determine wh ether thi s is the c ase or n o t. 

An o pportunit y was lost during the recent renovation o f 

th e church to examine the building sc ientifica ll y 

inve s tigat e its a rchae ol o g y but it h as now been secured for 

future generations . The Franciscan 

churchyard, i s not threa tened b y an y 

friary , in 

de ve l opment, 

its 

but 

ow n 

the 

fabric is in poor condition and parts of it a re in d anger of 

collapse . The area immediatel y west of the friar y has 

excavated to a depth of six met re s b y the ESB, howe ver, 

b een 

and 

thi s a ction h as de s tr oyed a ll archaeological deposi ts in that 

a rea. Th e motte has b ee n interfered with in recent y ears and 

of it is important to en s ure that th i s distinct ive feature 

Clane 's p as t s hould be preserved, liKe its old parish church, 

for future generations . The restructuring of houses and s h o ps 

an d the building of a h ousing estat e a t the south - eas t end of 

the vi ll age in recent y ears h as made the old plot pattern 

l ess obvious on the ground . Nonetheless, it is liKel y that 

the 

St. 

archaeo l o gical l ayer s s urvi ve below ground over much of 

sou th side o f the t own, particul ar l y the area b e t een 

Mich ae l' s chu rc h a nd the bridge. Th e area in the vici n ity of 

the bridge is particularl y important beca us e of the l iKlihood 

that wate r l og g e d arch aeological d eposits survive, 

would shed considerab l e light, fo r 

br idge a nd its successors . 

i n stance, o n 

I n common with other medieval s ite s it is t o be 

and 

t he 

t h ese 

first 

e x p ec t ed 
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that archaeological remai n s survive b e l ow gro und, 

part i cul ar l y in the f or m of hous e 

debris scatters . Accordingl y there 

disco ver the extent of the medi eva l 

found a ti o n s , p 1 t s 

is the potential 

a nd 

to 

se ttlement , an d the 

n a ture of it s houses , street s , a nd defence s , if a n y . 

In summar y, the archaeological data 

borough, which began as a settlemen t 

Christian period, was occupied throughout 

Documentar y records of the site are few 

indicate s th a t the 

during the 

the Middle 

Ea rly 

Ages. 

and in the future 

archaeological e x cav ation is liKe l y to be the principal means 

b y which additional Know ledge c an be obtained. The borou gh 

will come under press ure from housing development in the near 

future bec ause of its pro x imit y to Oubl in . It is 

then, tha.t a n y future dev e lopment should be 

otherwise ar chaeo logical information is l i ab l e 

needlessl y . 

Ar ea of Archaeo l ogical Potential 

The s haded portion of the ac compan y ing map 

to 

important , 

monitored 

be lost 

<Fig. 71) 

delimits th e a rea of archaeo logic a l potential 

This i s based essentiall y on the area formed 

within Cl a n e . 

b y the Known 

monu ments, and beca use there is a l a cK of information a t 

present on the precise e x tent of the borou gh it is 

tha t a ll wor Ks within the s haded area be mo nitored. 

 

suggested 
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CLON:URRY 

Cl o ncurr y is as.ma ll v ill a ge on the ma in Dublin - Galway 

r oad, a b out 3 Klm east of Enfield, on the northern borde r of 

c ounty Kil dare . It is situat e d in fertile land in the 

lowl y ing plains of Kildare. Th e name is a corruption of 

Cluain Conaire, "Conaire's meadow", sometimes referred to as 

Cluain Conaire Tomain in ear l y lit erature. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

C l oncurry was the site of an early church f oundation 

traditionall y associated with St . Ninian. A n umber of early 

references to Cloncurry indicate that it 1.1as an important 

meeting point . In 586 the battle of Magh Ochtair was won b y 

Bran Dubh mac Eocha idh over the U i Ne i 11 "at the hi 1 1 over 

C l ua in Con a ire, to the south• . In 837 a great ro y al meeting 

was h e ld at Cluain Cana.ire between Nia ll Cail le and 

Feidhl imidh mac Crimthann . This meeting was probabl y held at 

th e monastic si te and it is interesting to note that the its 

abbots maK e their first appearance in the annals shortl y 

after this ev e nt . In 869 the death of Colga, a bb ot an d 

a ncho~ite of Cluai n Conaire is r ecorded. Onl y one plunde ring 

of the mon as t ery is entered in the annals, when in 

was raided b y th e Anglo-Normans <AF M) , a c l ear 

th a t th e monastery remained a funct ioning centre 

1 a t e twel f th centur y . 

117 I it 

indication 

into the 
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Cloncurry f or med part of the cantred of Ui Faelain 

near est Dublin granted to Adam de Here ford b efore 11 76 <Orpen 

1911 -20, i, 378-9) . This grant was renewed b y William 

Marshal I before 1202 and again c. 1207 <Curti s 1932-43, i , 

13-14 , 19). The b orough of Cloncurr y was probab l y estab lis hed 

in the early thirteenth centur y but the first refe re nces to 

it occur in 1304 <White 1932, 28 , 31) . According to Lewis 

< 1837, i, 353) the village of Cloncurr y was burnt by the 

Iri s h in 1405. Littl e is Known of the s ubsequent history of 

the settlement apart from the names of tho s e to whom it was 

gr a nted b y the Butlers who came into possess ion of the manor 

in 1297 <Curtis 1932-43 , i, 136 ) . A population of 89 was 

recorded in 1659 < Pender 1939 , 406 ) . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

1. SITE OF BOROUGH 

MARKET PLACE 

DOMESTIC HOUSES 

INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

2 . THE CASTLE 

3 , SS , MARY & MARTIN'S ( alias ST . NINIAN'S ) PARISH CHURCH 

4 . CARMELITE FRIARY 

1. S ITE OF BOROUGH 

The e xact si t e of the borough i s unKnown but there are 

t iJ O 1 i Ke l y 1 o c at ions . The f i rs t 1 i es i n the v i c in it y of the 



chrJrch and motte, and a large rectangu l ar cropmarK is visible 

in th e field immediate l y west of th e motte although th ere are 

no traces on the ground <Fig . 72). Th e second location is in 

the th ird field south of the crossr oad s , on the east side of 

the road, in 1.Jh ich a cross base survives . A map of 1752 s ho1Js 

a settlement concentration in this area a ligned along a 

roadway running from the north -i.1 e st corner of the field 

t o wards the curving bulge o n the field's 

( f\LI Map 21 . f . 50( q J). Fr om there it 

easterly direction along the town land 

eastern boundary 

continued 

boundary 

in an 

betwen 

Cloncurry and BallynaKill and KilbrooK a nd BallynaKill. Th e 

roadway sur v ives on the ground as a low depression. In the 

fir st ( western) field a second roadway 

from the sout h -west corner of the field 

is visib le running 

a nd 

first road t owards the middle of the field . 

it joins the 

Both roadways 

average 7 -8 min width and are up to 1.5 m lower th an the 

ground on eithe r side. The so uthern end of the western 

closest is marKed 'The Green' on the 1752 map. 

field 

l")'lRKET PLACE 

Th e marKet of Cloncurry i s specifical l y referred t o in 

1298 when eight y heifers were stolen from there (Mills 1905, 

198). The most 1 iKe l y location for the mar Ket p l ace i s in the 

area of 'The Green' discussed above . A cross -base, 

part of the marKet cross, survives nearby . 

base ,1 ith mortice and chamfered upper edges . 

It is 

Th e 

possibly 

a square 

sides are 

rough an d unfinished and it possibly stood on a p l atform of 



stones, One ch a mfer i s has the Roman capital s ' AMEN ' I n f a l se 

relief . Dims: 

20 b y 24 cm. 

Base : H . 38; W. 59 b y 59; Mortice: D. 

DOMESTIC HOUSES 

18 w. 

Despite th e prese nce of the roadway th e on l y eviden c e for 

fl a.nKing buildings occurs in the second fi e ld to the east 

wh ere t wo t o ft s on the sou th side of the roadway hav e small 

r ec tangu lar enclosure s within them. Ridge and furrow 

cultiv ation ridges a.re present throughout this field . 

INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

Th e e x i s tenc e of a watermill is referred to in 

it s site is now unKnown ( Curtis 1932-43, i, 11 9 -20 ) . 

2. CASTLE 

The motte formed the nucleus of th e original 

1298 but 

ma.nor of 

Cloncurr y granted to Ad a m de Hereford before 11 76 . It passed 

from him in 1216 t o hi s son Steph e n , and before 1252 to 

Ste phen's grand nephew, Ralph P ippa.rd CBrooKs 1950, 205, 

207) . In 1290 Ralph granted the manor to hi s son Jo h n <Curtis 

1932-43 , i , 119-20 ) . Seven y ears 1 a.ter John P i pp a rd granted 

Cl oncurr y to hi s wife ' s brother, S ir Th eoba ld Sutl e r <Curtis 

1932-43, i , 137) a nd it remained in Butler hands until the 

seventeenth centur y although it was gr a nted o ut b y them t o 



sub-tenants on many occasions . 

It is c lear from medieval document s t h a t the mott e formed 

part of a larger ma noria l building complex which h as l eft no 

other surface trace s . An e x tent of the mano r, dr aw n up 13 04, 

provides a graphic de s cription of the the appearance, 

agr icultural practices a nd l and tentu re of the manor <O'Loan 

1961 ) . The building s of the manor are described as : 

•a courtyard, the wall s of which are broKen, and in 

which there i s a hall with a C thatched J roof of straw 

and one d iv is ion of w h i ch is in r u ins , and also a s ma I l 

dil apidated dwelling and a mo a t on which is situated a 

one roome d building with a wooden roof; which is not 

va lued as no one is interes ted to rent it. But there i s 

a l so a garden which is va lued at eight shillings 

annum. There i s also a f armyar d with broKen walls 

per 

in 

which th e re are two small e ight-post barns and one grain 

Kiln bad 1 y roofed a nd one smal 1 house in which is 1 a id a 

threshing board but which is not a barn nor a grain 

store . There is a l so beside the g a te <of the y ard ) a cow 

b y re a nd the value o f the h aggard with the sai d houses 

at th e place i s two shillings per annum . There is al so a 

co I umbar ium, the va lue of which is thr ee 

a nnum ... • <O'Loan 19 61, 14-15). 

shill i ng s per 

Th e mott e it se l f is re f e rr e d to in thi s document as 'mo ta' 

a nd is des cr ib e d as h av ing a o ne -roomed, wood e n -roofed 

bu i ldin g o n top of it. Thi s is the ear lies t refere n ce to the 

motte bu t it i s l iKel y t hat, o n ana l ogy with ot h er sites, it 
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was built in th e lat e r t we lfth century . 

The fu ncti o n s o f th e matt e would a ppear t o h ave b ee n 

repl a c e d in the e arl y fifte e nth cent u r y b y a s t o n e cas tl e , 

a lthou gh thi s may h ave be e n sit e d o n t o p o f the ma tt e . ln 

1414 James, earl of Or mond, a ppointed Th o mas Ha rbri g 

c o n s t a b l e of his castle of Cloncur ry with a g a rr i son of 

twel v e archers <Curtis 1932- 43 , iii , 7) . In 

mad e an a greement w i th John Roche b y which the 

1420 the earl 

latter i,jOUld 

rebuild the wa ll s and p a rapet s of the cas tle of Cl o ncurr Y 

withi n s even y e a rs <Curtis 1932-43 , iii, 29-30) . In 1467 the 

castle wa s in the custod y of John, e a rl of Worce s ter, deputy 

1 i e utenant o f Ireland and was clearl y regarded as important 

in th e defence of the Englis h pale <Berr y 1914, 627 ) . The 

Civil Survey of 1654 refers to a castle at Cloncurr y which 

was then v alued at £.40 < Simington 1952, 199). 

Description <Fig. 73) 

Th e matte i s built near th e highest point of the ridg e 

f r om whi c h it commands e x tensive vi e ws in a ll direc t i o n s 

e x c e pt t o l,j a rd s the north wh e r e the v i s i o n is inter upt e d b y a 

s lightl y h i gh e r rid ge. Th e highe s t po int of the r id ge is 

occupi e d b y the wes t e nd of the gr aveyard of St. Ma r >,· a nd 

Mar t in, a c le a r indica ti o n t hat th e c hurch a nd g raveyard we r e 

in u se bef ore the matt e l,j as con s t r uct e d. The ma tte cons i s t s 

o f a r o und f l a t - t o p ped c o n i c a l mound . It has a b asa l d i ame t er 

of 37 m n ar r o w I ng t o 12 . 5 b y 12 m o n t h e su mmit. It h as a 

max 1mum h e i g ht of 12 m. Th e summ i t was e n c 1 osed b y a 1 ow 
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banK, 1 m wide and 50 cm high, of 1Jh i ch on l y traces now 

surv i v e. Th e motte 1Jas surrounded b y a ditch , 6 . 5 m wide on 

averag e , at ground l eve l 1o1ith an outer banK . Th e ditch i s 

deepest on the east sid e 1o1here it reaches a depth of 3 m but 

e 1 s e1o1here it i s no more th a n 1. 5 m. Th e o ut e r banK a v erages 7 

min 1o1 idth a nd is pre sent on the south-west, north a nd 

no r th-east. Elsewhere the natu ra l slope of the ridge provided 

suffici e nt protection. 

3. SS. MARY & MARTIN ' S (alias ST . NINIAN'S ) PARISH CHURCH 

Adam de Herefo rd granted the church of Cloncurry to St . 

Thomas ' Abbey, Dublin, before 1201 ( Gilbert 1889, 268 ) . In a 

later gr a nt of 1206-14, the dedication of the church is given 

as ss. Mar y and Martin. In 1491, howe ver , the parish chu r ch 

of St . Nin ian a t Cloncurr y is referred indicat ing that 

may h ave been the older d e dication < Hare n 1978 , 399). 

this 

The 

c hurch b e longed to St. Thomas' throughout the Middl e Ag es but 

it 1o1as lease d to William Ne1o1man at the Dissoluti o n 1o1hen it 

1,1.as n o t e d that the chancel 1o1as in ne ed o f repair (Whi t e 1943, 

3 7) . 

De scrip t i o n ( Fig s . 73-5) 

Th e rema ins consist of a n ave a nd ch an c e l church set 

wit h in a rec t an g u l ar g r aveyar d on top of a l ow r idge 

immediately north of the Dublin-Galway road. The masonr y 

con s ists o f rough l y course d l imesto n e . Th e quoins a r e missing 

but the jambs are of l imestone and sandstone . 



h 

□ 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

The cha n c el was rebuilt a s a ma u s ol e um i n th e e ighteenth 

centur y • It i s s lightl y n a rr o wer than the nave in width . The 

east end is occu pied with v ault s of th e Ay lme r f a mi l y and th e 

eas t g a ble stands to a height o f 7 m. The or i g i n a l window, of 

uncertain f or m, was blocKed up a nd a small recta ngular window 

with fl a t bricK r ear a r c h ins e rte d. The no r th wall is 

featu r eless e x cept for an insert e d r e ctangular cha mfered 

window of gre y lime s t o ne with bar - ho l es at the west end of 

the wal 1 . The r ear arch of th is w indo~, is mi s sing . Th e wes t 

wal 1 has a centrall y pl a c e d parallel-sided pointed doorway 

with flat re a r a rch. The south wa ll i s featureless e x cept for 

a n inserted cusped ogee-he a ded window at the we s t end of 

wal 1 . It i s of p inK s ands tone a n d h as c o ncave chamfers . 

the 

Th e Junction between the NAVE and chancel i s missing . 

Th e re is an e x tern a l batter on the south and wes t wa lls . The 

s outh wa ll ri ses from ground level at its east to a 

h e ight o f 5 m a t it s we s t e nd. A r e cta ngular 

end 

door with 

wes t f 1 a t t e n e d a rch is c ent r a 1 1 y P 1 ace d in this wa l 1 • Th e 

gabl e s t a nd s to a height o f 10 m and was lit by two narr o w 

po inte d window s s et s 1 ight 1 y off-centre . Both h a v e n arrow 

S P 1 ays a nd r o und re a r -ar c hes. The wes t ~Jal 1 i s co v e red in i vy 

a nd it concea l s a b e lfry a b o ve. Th e n o rth wa ll h a s c oll apsed 

a nd i s re present e d b y a n ove r grown 

s u r v i ve t o a h eight o f 1. 5 m. A g a p in 

b a nK 

th e 

a ltho ugh p ar t s 

centr e 0 -f th e 

wa ll , a lmos t o ppos i t e the s outh d o or , ma y ind i c a t e a d oor. 

Ar c h itectur a l f r agme n t s 
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A fragment of dressed stone is set into the internal wal 1 of 

th e east window and there are two more at the wes t e nd of the 

grave yard. A 1 imestone j amb is set into the t op of 

which e ncl oses the farmyard s outh of the gravey.rd. 

th e wall 

4. CAR"1ELITE FRIARY 

Th is fri a r y was f ounded in 1347 b y John Roche < Gw y nn and 

Ha dcoc K 1970, 288), but little is Kno1Jn of its histo ry apart 

f ro m the remarK b y Lew i s < 1837, i , 353) that it was burn ed i n 

1405 . In 1539 the prior was seized of a church and belfry, a 

chapter-house, a dormitor y , a h al l, ti.lo chamber s , a Ki tchen, 

an orchard and two c o tt a ges < G1J yn n and HadcocK 1970, 

The s ite of th e prior y was gr a nt e d t o Wi l liam DicKson 

288 ) . 

in 1544 

(7 ROKPRI 71! 395 ) , t o Richard Slayne in 1566 and later to 

And rew Fo r s ter, who d ie d in 1602 , at which d a te the church , 

dormit ory an d h a ll of the prio ry 1Je re still standing ( Gwynn 

a nd Ha dc ocK 1970, 288; O'Loan 1961, 3 1: Ir Rec Comm 18 26, 

Ki ldare, Jae 1: 21 ) . No trace of the f riar y now sur v i ves but 

there is a l oca l tradition that i t was l o cated i n 

which has the cross-b ase <see MarKet pl ace a bo ve) . 

the field 

. ... - . • . - - • - ,- . . - . • • . • - t . • • 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL 

Cloncurr y is a c l assic e x amp l e of a deserted medie va l 

borough and one that is frequ e ntl y referred to in the 

l iterature bec a use of the remarKable manorial e x t ent of 1304. 

The documentar y sources indicate that it was a pre - Norman 

church site of importance and the borough was established 

during the thirteenth century . The twelfth and thirteenth 

centuries seem to have been a period of pro s perity for the 

settleme nt but it declined during the later Middle Ages, so 

much so t h at the e x act l ocation of the boroug h is uncertain . 

The balance o f evidence, however, favou r s the siting i n the 

fields t h ird field south of the cross-roads, and t h e 

imme d iat e l y t o the east . Here there are remains of a ho l low 

way, perhaps the main street, and a cross - base, per haps all 

that i s left of the mar Ket cross . 

The precise e x t e nt of the borough remains un Known , 

how eve r , as does its physica l relationship to the motte and 

pari s h church . The site of the Carme l ite friary is also 

unKnown . It is particular l y important to determine the nature 

a nd e x t en t of thi s manor and borough because, in contrast 

with mo s t othe r sites, it has the advantage of a good 

documentar y e x tent a nd the potentia l fo r blending hi storical 

a nd archaeo l ogical i nformation i s accordingl y very high . 

Th e re i s n o evidence fo r di s turb a nce apar t f rom that 

cau se d b y n o rma l agricultur a l practices and .it i s l i Ke l y that 

archaeo logica l dep o sits are preserve d b e lo~J ground l eve l. 



Accordingl y there is the potential t o discover the e x tent of 

the medieval sett lement , and the nature of its houses , 

streets, and defences, if an y . 

In summar y, the archaeological data indicate s that the 

borough, ~Jhich began as a settlement during the Earl y 

Christian period, was an important settlement in the Middle 

Ages. In the future archaeological e x cavation is l iKe ly to be 

the principal means b y which additional Knowledge can be 

obtained. The borough i s not threatened by any immediate 

development but it is important that its status as an 

archaeological site of high importnace should be recognised 

l est damage should be unnecessarily caused b y the 

construction of house s or farm buildings. 

Area of Archaeological Potential 

Th e shaded portion of the accompanying map <Fig. 76) 

d e limit s the area of archaeological potential with in 

Cloncurr y . This is based essentially on the area formed b y 

the Known monuments, a nd because there is a lacK of 

information at present on the precise e x tent of the borough 

it is s uggested that all worKs within 

mon Uored. 

the shaded area be 
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OUNMANDGE 

Dunma.n oge is now a t o wn land in the e x tr eme so uth of 

Coun t y Ki lda re s it uat ed in the l ow l yi ng b asin of the r ive r 

Barrow, whic h is l ocated about 1. 5 Klm to the ~Jest. The 

pl ace n a me Dunmanoge i s of re l ative l y recent origin, f i r s t 

r ecor d e d in 1560- 1 < 11 RDKPR I , 67 : 325), and is a corruption 

of the or i g ina l name Ma.o in Mosh e no c , "Mohenoge ' s propert y" . 

Maoin pla.cena.mes a.re associ a ted w ith church sites an d the 

r efe renc es t o th e d eath of Su ibne, a bbot of Mughna who died 

in 962 ( AFM) a nd Ma.e lphoi l, t h e bi s hop of Mughna. who died in 

992 <AFM ) h ave be e n identified as r e f er ring to Ounmanoge b y 

O ' Dono v a.n . The site is cle a rl y re f erred to in 10 40 , how ever, 

when it i s I i s ted amo ng a number o f churches plundered b y 

Oi a.rma.i t mac Ma.e l n a. rrBo <AFM ) . 

To e e a rl y church is wh at pr o b a bl y attracted the first 

Ang Io - Norman s t o Oun manoge. It f ormed p a rt of the t erritory 

of Ardree grante d to Th omas l e Flemi ng b efore 11 86 < Orpen 

1 192, I. 31 13) a.n d a bor o u gh wa s establi s h e d h ere b y h im or 

hi s successor Milo de Staunton b efore 1199 <G ilbert 1884, i, 

123; Gi lb ert 1889, 16 1-2; McNeil ! 1950, 27 ) . Although the 

bor o ugh was est a bli s h e d at an early d a t e li ttle i s Known o f 

i t s s ub sequ e nt history . Otw ay - Ruthven ( 1961, 169) has 

s ugge s te d th a t Mi l o d e Staunto n moved the ma noria l ce n tre 

from Ardree to Dunma.n oge but it is d ifficu lt to b e certain . 

An a cc o u nt of the manor of "MounmoheneK ", ma.d e in 13 01, 

mention s th e rent s of f re e t e n a nt s , a mil l , the pris e o f ale 
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and dues fr om the h undred court, a nd a ltho ugh i t maKes no 

spec ific mention of the borough the ge nera l impres s ion is one 

of economi c stability (38 RDKPRI, 82) . Th e borou gh declined 

i n th e l a t er fourteenth a nd fifteenth c e nturi es, probabl y as 

a res u lt o f Iri s h attacKs . In 1468 the prebenda r ies of St . 

Pat r icK's cathedra l , Dublin, considered Ounmanoge unsaf e to 

v i s it because it 1,.1as s ituated in the marches amo ng the Ir ish 

( Berr y 1898 , 174). By the seventeenth ce ntur y there was no 

l o n ge r a significant se ttleme nt at Du nmanoge . Th e Civil 

Surve y of 1654 records nothing other than the identity of the 

proprietor, Sir Maurice Eust ace ( Simingto n 1952, 110) 1.1hile 

the Census of 1659 returned a popul a tion of ele ve n <Pender 

1939, 405). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INvENTORY 

1. SI TE OF BOROUGH 

2 . THE CASTLE 

3 . ST. MOHENOGE'S PARISH CHURCH 

4 . OTHER FEATURES 

5 . ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION 

6 . LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

l. S ITE OF BOROUGH 

No earthworKs sur viv e to indicate the e x act e x tent of the 

b 
O

r 
O

u 9 h but it 1,.1 as a l most certain 1 y l o c ated in the v i c i n it y 

o f the old p a ris h church . The l a n d s urroun d ing the church has 



been extensive l y t ill ed and fieldw a lKing north-east of the 

churchyar d h as revea l ed s h erds o f th ir t eenth/ fourteenth 

c entury a nd Post-medieval potter y . Archaeo l ogica l e x cavation 

i n a d vance of the CorK-Dubl in Natura l Gas Pipeline uncovered 

a co mpl ex o f thirteenth and fourteenth centur y f eatur e s to 

the no rth of the churchyard, immediat e l y north of th e road in 

Bl ac Kcas tle t ow nland. The features included a rectangular 

st ructure , prob a bl y a h ouse , which had max imum e x posed 

dimens ion s o f 6.7 b y 5.5 m (S l eeman 1984 ) . 

Th e e ar l y document s relating to the borough, probabl y 

dating to the l a te twelfth century, also pre s er v e some 

inf ormation a bout the burg a ge plot s . The burgage granted to 

St. Thomas ' Abb ey, Dub 1 in, was spec if ied a s containing ten 

acre s (Gi lbert 1889, 161-2: McNeil! 1950, 27, 36) whi le the 

burg a g e granted to St. Mary's Abbe y was l ocated to the east 

o f th e church, between the burg a ge s of David d e Kildenan and 

Ken ni , the c obbler ( Gilbert 1884, i, 123 ) . In the settlement 

reached betw ee n Henry de Stanton an d the b i sh op of 

Glendalough in 1199 < McNe ii l 1950 , 27 ) it was ag ree d th a t on 

Hen ry's d eath the bis hop would get a messuage, a house an d 

Henry's court. 

2. THE CASTLE 

Ounmanoge was the cen tre of an important manor 

established by Thomas I e Fl em ing b efore 1186. It passed from 

him to the Staunton famil y before the end of the twelfth 

century, a nd in 130 1, on the d eath of Adam de Staunton, it 



passed to John de Suttoun, the husband of Ad am 's eldest 

daughter, Johanna <38 RDKPRI, 81 ) . 

No trace o f a castle now surv ive s a lthoug h the 

neighbouring townl and is called BlacKcastl e . The old cast l e 

was pr esumabl y si ted near the presen t Blac Kcas tle Ho use. 

3. ST. MDHENOGE'S PARISH CHURCH 

The old church of Mughna Moshenoc was almost certainl y 

functioning in the late twelfth century when it was taKen 

o v er b y the Anglo-Normans. A deed of Thomas le Fleming, its 

fir s t Anglo-Norman lord, granting the church of MJne to 

Robert of Shrewsbur y, chaplain, dates to the initial years of 

the conquest <Gilbert 1888, 167 ) . Mughna was li s ted as one of 

the churches confirmed to the bishop of Glendalough b y 

Ale x ander III in 1178 <McNeill 1850, 5 ) , a nd before 1188 Mi l o 

de Staunton granted the church o f Mun a to St. Thomas' Abbey, 

Dublin <Gilbert 1888, 161-2 ) . This grant ap pe ars to have 

cause d probl ems becau s e in 1188 St . Thomas' Abbey and the 

bi s ho p of Gl e nd a lough reached a n a greeme nt whereb y each would 

hold h alf of the church <McNeil! 1850, 27, 36) . After the 

union of the dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough , Mounmohenoge 

b ec ame part of the dio«ese of Dublin a nd is listed as 'Muene' 

in Innocent I I I' s confirma tion t o the archbi s hop of Dubli n in 

12 16 (Sheeh y 186 2, 177; McNei ll 1850, 38-8) . By 1227 it was a 

prebend of St . P a tricK ' s c a thedr a l a nd i n that year it was 

val u e d at ten marKs i n the t axation of th e c at hedral ' s 

pr e bends < Mc Ne i 11 18512), 47 ) . Mounmo henoge re mained a prebend 



of St. PatricK's into the sev enteenth centur y . In 1604, for 

instance, when William Pilsworth was made bishop of Kildare 

he was also made prebendary of 'Mona HannocK ' (Russell and 

P r endergas t 1872, 187; Ron a n 1941a , 9: n. 22). The nave and 

chancel were described as ruinous in 1630 when archbishop 

BulKele y made his visitation ( Ronan 1941b, 94). O ' Oonov a n, in 

hi s Ordnance Survey Letters (Kildare, ii, 8 ) de s cribed it as 

"in a v er y rude st y le of architectur e decidedly not an 

erection of the primiti v e ages, as may be seen from one small 

Gothic arch" . 

Description (Figs. 77-8) 

The church lies within a sub-circular churchyard, 

appro x imatel y 60 m across, which is situated on good farmland 

and affords e x tensive views on all sides. The delimiting 

stone wall is built on top of an older enclosing banK and 

ditch. The ditch is 3.3 m wide and has a depth of 1.5 m below 

the external banK which is 3.2 m wide. The wall cuts across 

the banK and ditch particularly on the north-east and 

north-west. The r ectangular church is overgrown with ivy. It 

me a sures 18 b y 7.2 m internally and is built of a mixture of 

rubble limestone and gr a nite with rubble core and pinnings. 

The r e a re no dressed quoins . 

The e ast wa ll h a s collapsed except for the north-east 

a ngl e which s tands to a height of 5 m. Only the east and west 

e nd s of the north wall survive and the western segment, at 3 

m, is the t a ller of these. Traces of an e x ternal batter are 
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present at the east end of the n o rth wall. The we s t wall is 

gabled a nd stands to a n e x ternal h e ight of Sm. The south wall 

is missing e x cept for a 3 m stretch a t th e west end . The wa ll 

juts out s lightl y be y ond the we s t face in the manner of an 

anta . A fre e - s t a nding buttres s s tands t o a h e ight of 4 m at 

th e south-east angle. 

Monuments 

Gr av e - sl a b <Fig. 79 ) . Date uncertain. 

Round-t o pp e d g r anite blocK with a Latin cro ss in relief on 

on e face. The arms of the cro s s slope downwards. 

Dims: Ex posed H. 62 W. 37 T. 28 cm. 

Gr a ve-slab 2 <Fig. 80 ) . Date uncertain. 

South of the church. Round-topped grave-marKer with a Latin 

cross in false rel i ef. The arms of the cross are e x panded and 

the design i s enclosed within a wide border. 

Dims : H. 78 w. 50 T. 30 cm. 

Rich a rd Tr eves. 16 40. 

Thi s s lab ins c ribed: RICHARD TREVES/ OVNY OGANE/ 1640 i s now 

miss in g <JKAS 3 < 18 99-1 9 02 ), 249 ) . 

4. OTHER F EATURES 

Mi 11. 

The re i s n o tr a ce of t he mi 1 1 men ti oned i n med i ev a l d o c ument s 

b ut it was poss ibl y n ear Newto wn Br i dge. 
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5. ARCHAEOLOGI CAL EXCAVATION 

An arch a eological e xcavation was undertaKe n in 

BlacKcast le t o wn l and, in the field immed iate l y across the 

road from the churc hyard, to the nor t h (S l eeman 1984 ) . 

feat ure complex es were reve a led. The fir s t of these 

Thr ee 

was a n 

a re a of grav el pav ing wh ich may hav e functioned as a yar d. 

Th e second was the rema in s of a rect a ngul ar structure ,1 ith 

ma x imum e x posed dimension s of 6.7 b y 5.5 m. The third was a 

ser ie s of pits and drains as s ociated with the other 

complex es . Th e find s consisted of some two hundred sher ds 

two 

of 

thirteenth and f ourteenth century pottery , all of which was 

range of iron o f l oca l manufacture t ogether with a limited 

objects including nails and a Key. The find s are consistent 

~iith Ang lo-Norman domestic habitation and suggest that the 

s tr uc ture was part of the medieval borou gh. 

6. LIST OF STRAY FI NDS 

1-36. Th irt7• - s i x s herds of 13th / 14th c e nt. pottery. Found in 

field-w a !King n o rth-east of churchyard . 

37-5 5. Tw en t y-nine s he r ds o f post -me dieval pottery . Found as 

a bo ve . 

56-60. F ive l arge pieces of slag . Found as a b ove . 

61. Fr agme nt o f a cl ay pipe 

62 . Part o f a b a dl y fired b r i c K 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL 

Dunmanoge is a good example of a desert ed medieval 

borough• Th e d o cumentar 7• sources indicate that it was a 

church site before the coming of the Normans, and that this 

church continued in use throughout the Middle Ages as a 

Parish church. The written sources also indicate that there 

was a mill in the b oro ugh, and probably a castle, but no 

surface remains survive o f either. The archaeological 

e x cavation has provided direct evidence of the presence of 

archaeological depo s its on the site and future excavation 

should be directed towards determining the e x tent of the 

settlement and the nature of occupation within it. 

Area of Archaeo logical Potential 

The s h a ded portion of the accompanying map <Fig. 81) 

delimits the area of archaeological potential within 

□unmanoge. This simply outlines the most liKely area of 

settlement which was probably based on the church site. In 

view of the pres en t lacK of information on the precise e x tent 

of the borough it is suggested that al l worKs within the 

s haded a rea be monitored. 
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HARRISTOl,.J\I 

Harri s town is a townland situated about three miles east 

of Kilcullen beside the rive r Liff ey . It is noteworth y in 

archaeological literature b e cause two of the prehi s toric 

series of granite ' long stones ' in co . Kildare are lo c ated in 

Br a nnocKstown nearb y <Killanin and Duignan 1962, 317). Its 

histor y as a bor o ugh does not begin until 1681 ~ihen it was 

incorporated by charter of Ch a rles I I . The p 1 ace name is 

v a riousl y spelt in earl y documents : Haroldstown, Harrystown, 

Henr ys town and Harristown, but 

obscure. 

its ultimate deri vation is 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL a, HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The ecclesiastical taxation of 1302-6 lists the church of 

•the v ill of Harold" in the deaner y of Bal y mor (Sweetman 

18 75-86, v, 242 ), almost certain l y to be identifi e d with 

Har ristown which i s onlY 4.5 Klm fr om Ba ll y more Eu s tace. Th e 

Villa Wallenses list e d bes ide it in the t axation is prob a bl y 

th e mod e rn townland of BrannocKstown, situate d 
i mme diat e l y 

south of Harr i st own. The church of Harolds t o wn , described a s 

was te in a t axation of Dublin diocese c . 129 4 i s presumably 

th e same church ( 20 RDKPRI, 6 2: no . 150) . Th e church i s again 

r eferred to in 1543 when Urie l O'Hagan was presented to the 

vicarage <7 RDKPRI, 66 : no . 
354). Th e dower ass igned t o 

Anastasia, widow of Dav id Wog a n, included l and in 'mote de 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Henryestoun ', a reference which suggests that there may have 

been an earthworK fortification here ( TicKell 1946 - 63, 313: 

n .5 ) · In the l a.ter fifteenth century Harr is town became one of 

the principal residences of Sir Roland FitzEustace and in 

1472-3 he prevailed upon par liament to release Harristown 

from all subsidies <Morrissey 1939, 55). Th e I and remained 

FitzEustace property until the I ate seventeenth century . 

Maurice Eustace is credi ted with building a large house south 

of th e old castle in the second quarter of the seventeenth 

centur y but this was destro yed by the Cromwellians under 

Hewson (Ti c Kell 1946 -63 , 310, 316, 319). Eustace was arrested 

and irnpr isoned in Eng I and but on the Res tor at ion he returned 

to Harristown. He was succeeded by hi s nephew, another 

Maurice, who in 1681 received a charter from Charles II 

erecting his lands into the manor of Harristown and 

incorporating the borough and town of Harristo wn which was to 

have a sovereign and twelve burgesses. The borough was to 

contain one hundr ed acr es and return two members to 

par 1 i a ment < TicKe 11 1946-63, 408-10). The pro s perity of the 

borough was s hortl ived, however, and it did not s ur v i ve the 

troubles brought on b y the "glorious revolution" of 1688 and 

the Will iamite confiscations. 

1. SITE OF BOROUGH 

2, CASTLE 

3 , CHURCH 

4 . OTHER FEATURES 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 



1. SITE OF BOROUGH 

No positive earthworKs survive of the seventeenth century 

borough but it was most liKel y located 

Harristown castle, 

2. THE CASTLE (Fig. 82) 

in the vicinity of 

The reference t o the 'mote de Henryestoun' in 1422 

suggests that there may have been a motte here but no trace 

of it nown remains. It is clear that a castle must have been 

here in the 

FitzEustace. 

1470s when it was the reside nce of Roland 

In 1581 the castle was forfeitd b y James 

Eustace, viscount Baltinglass and in 1588 it was leased to 

Brien FitzWilliams (16 ROKPRI, 91: no. 5285). Two early 

seventeenth century inquisitions shed light on the castle. In 

1603 John Eustace was granted "the castle and village of 

Harreston, and also the site, circuit and precinct of the 

chief house, containing two castles, a hall, one garden, the 

orchard, the haggard place, one chapel upon a vault, one 

churchyard, with certain other buildings two messuages, 

five cottages ••• a watermill with the watercourse" , all of 

which had been forfeited by James Eystace, viscount 

Baltinglass ( Ir Rec Comm 1826, Kildare, Jae I:9 ) . In 1620 Sir 

Henry Harrington held •two castles with divers turrets within 

the circuit, a great hall, a garden, an orchard, le haggard 

place, a chapel, a belfry, in the Vil l of Harrieston• 

< Ir Rec Comm 1826, Kildare, Jae 1:36). 



Description 

The c as tle was prominently sited on a hill affording 

e x tensive v iews in all directions. The surviving remains 

consist of a wall fragment, 3.6 m long, 1.58 m wide and 6 m 

high, standing on a raised platform. It was built of roughl y 

coursed limestone rubble and has an e x ternal batter . The wall 

is plastered internall y and has a bricK repair at the 

north-west corner. A second fragment of masonr y lies on the 

ground to the north-east and some wall footings prob a bly 

remain under the overgrown collapse . 

The castle forms part of a complex of earthworKs which 

probably represent the features mentioned in the early 

seventeenth century inquisitions. These are most obvious on 

the south s ide where there is a large rectangular enclosure, 

65 b y 60 m which pro baly represents a formal garden <Fig. 

82). This is approached on the south by an abandoned roadway 

aligned on the castle. The roa~way averages 10 min width and 

is defined by banKs on each side. It is 150 m long and 

e x p a nd s at one point to enclose a circular area which may 

have held an ornamental feature. The roadway is now cut 

two sections b y the railway . 

3, ST, JAMES' CHURCH, COUGHLANSTOWN 

into 

No church survives in Harri s town today, but TicKell 

< 1946-63, 280) states that the estate church was the chapel 

of st. James now in Coghl a n s town townland. This is a simple 
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nave and chancel building measuring 15.44 by 5.3 m. There is 

a twin-light ogee-headed window in the east wall and two 

single ogee-headed lights in the south wall, suggesting that 

it is of fifteenth century date. A blocKed round-headed door 

in the south wall may have been added in the seventeenth 

century. A thirteenth century granite font and a seventeenth 

century cross-shaft, commemorating the FitzEustace family are 

present. There is also a deeply buried pyramidal-shaped 

granite cross which would have accomodated the granite cross 

shaft at StonebrooK nearby. This may be of pre-Norman date. 

4. OTHER FEATURES 

St James• wel 1. 

Located south-west of the church <JacKson 1979-80, 154-5), 

Mi 11 • 

The mill referred to in the documentary sources was probably 

located near Roches town House in Mu 11 aghbo:,, Td. 

standing stones. BrannocKstown. 

Two. Both are of granite. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS ANO POTENTTIAL 

Harristown occupies an almost unique position in Irish 

archaeology as an example of a seventeenth century deserted 

borough. It is unliKely that it ever developed into a 
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populated centre but it is possible that the earthworKs 

around the site of the castle retain some 

Proposed borough. The castle itself is an 

probabl y a tower house of fifteenth century 

but its size and form remain unKnown as does 

the seventeenth century alterations. 

traces of the 

important s i t a, 

date in origin 

the extent of 

The earthworKs are in a good state of preservation in the 

vicinity of the castle and it is important that th ese shou ld 

be preserved because the y are among the very few earthworKs 

that survive around seventeenth century c as tles. It is 

imposs ib 1 e to Know, without e x cavation, whether borough 

features, such as house foundations, pits and drains survive. 

Documentary records of the site are few, however, and in the 

future archaeological excavation is 

means by which additional 

liKely to 

Knowledge 

be 

ca.n 

the 

be principal 

obtained. The _borough is not under direct threat from 

commercial development but it is possible that it may be 

threatened by agricultural development in the future. 

Area of Archaeological Pot en tial 

The shaded portion of the accompanyi ng map (Fig . 83) 

delimits the area of arch aeo l ogica l potential with in 

Ha rristown. This is based o n the area occupied b y the 

seventeen th century c as tle and its outworKs together with an 

a rea aro und thi s where the borough of Harristown may have 

been sited. Rochestown House, the probable site of Harristown 

mill has a lso been sho wn. 
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KILDARE 

The town of Kildare is situated on t op of a l ow ridge 

risi ng some ten to fift een metres a bove the s urrounding flat 

countrysi de at the wester n e nd of th e Curragh. Th e ridge is 

a ligned along a north-west t o south-east a x i s a nd it 

decr eases in height from west to east. Th e c a th edra l i s 

loca ted on the western end of the ridge a nd it is separ a ted 

from the cast l e , which lies on t he eas tern cres t, by a slight 

d e pression . For mos t o f it s history the town h as been 

overshadowed b y Naas but it was s ufficientl y important in the 

t we lfth and thi r t eenth c en t uries to give it s name to the 

county. Today it is a small town through which the main road 

a nd ra i 1 routes pass fr o m Dublin to CorK and L irner icK. Th e 

name is derived from Gi l l Dara, "the church o f th e oaK", a 

tree whi c h s tood beside the earl y monastery according to the 

seventh centur y writer Cog i t osus . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Kildare is chi e fl y associated with St . Br igid who is said 

t o h av e f o un de d a monastery there in the ear l y s i x th century 

b u t stray find s indicate that th e s ite was frequented b y man 

during prehistoric times . A socKeted b ronze a x ehead of Later 

Bronze Age date was found in the t own, while two bronze 

spearheads and a pa l s t a v e corne from nearby . Th e origins of 

Ki 1 dare a s a continuously occupied sett l e ment, however, 



cle ar l y lie in its foundation as a church s ite, probably 

during the fifth centur y . Brigid, the patron of Kildare, is a 

shadowy semi-1 egendary figure, and is probably a 

christia niz e d version of a Celtic goddess , as s ugge s t e d b y 

Macal ister and Kenne y < 1929, 357-8). Th e monastery was 

originall y founded for women but it later b e c ame a dual 

monas ter y with both monKs and nuns (Gw y nn and HadcocK 1970, 

320). The first bisho p of Kildare was Conl e th, who died in 

520 <AU), b •Jt the monaster y was ruled b y abbesses whose 

succession can b e traced from the eighth centur y until the 

coming of the Normans <Gwynn and HadcocK 1970, 320). Abbots 

and bishop s are recorded from the seventh to the twelfth 

centuries and Gw y nn and Ha dcoc K < 1970, 320) have suggested 

that the abbots from before 885 until 968 were secul ar 

princes with ecclesiastical title s . Th e importance of Kildare 

was recognised at the synod of Rathbreasa il in 1111 when it 

became one o f the five episcopal sees o f Leinster <Gw y nn and 

Ha dcoc K 1970, 83). 

Th e ~Je 11 Known description of the church of Kil dare in 

Cogitosus' life of Brigid, wri tt en c. 680, indicates that it 

had a larg e church with many windows , and decora t e d formal 

doors for th e monKs a nd nuns ( Vita , cap . v iii; cf. Radford 

1977). The a ltar was fl anKe d b y the richly ornamented s hrines 

of Brigid an d Conleth, an d was c ut off from the res t of the 

church b y a scre e n. Th e monKs were separated from the nuns b y 

a screen running down the c e ntre of the church. The a ltar 

screen was covered with paintings and h angings . The s h rines 

of Brigid and Conleth we re carr i e d off by ViKing ra iders who 
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burned the church in 835 <?AFM). The church wa s rebuilt in 

868 (?AFM> b y Fianna, or Land, the wife of the high King Aedh 

Findliath. An eleventh century annalistic fragment records 

that in the course of building this church Land "had many 

carpenters in the wood, chopping down and shaping trees• 

<Radner 1978, 133), an indication that the rebuilt chur ch, 

liKe the dertaigh recorded in 762 <AU-761), was of wood. The 

monaster y was burned on a number of occasions between 710 and 

1089 <Cowell 1896-8, 247-s; Buchanan 1972, 9-10). A record of 

one such burning, in 1050, notes that both the stone church 

< damh l lag) and .1ooden church < durthech) were destroyed <AI). 

In 1132 the Ui Cennselaig under Diarmait Mac Murchada 

captured and burned the abbess' house and much of the church 

< AU). In the late twelfth centur 7' Giraldus Cambrens is noted 

that there was a richly decorated gospel booK at Kildare and 

that a perpetual fire was Kept burning there (O'Meara 1982, 

81-5). TaKen together, the historical evidence suggests a 

large and wealthy ecclesiastical foundation at Kildare in the 

Early Historic period. Indeed some of the references to 

Kildare indicate something more than a purely ecclesiastical 

site. An elev enth century annalistic fragme nt records the 

death of Cerball, King of Leinster, in 809 as the result of 

an accident outside the house of a combmaKer <ciormhaire) in 

the street of the flag-stones <sraite in cheime chloici). Th e 

Annals of Clonma cno i s e record that in 1012 " a ll the Towen of 

Kildare was bu r nt b y a thunde rbolt but one house". These 

referenc e s r a i s e the poss ibilit y of a secular and possibl y 

pr o to-urban s e ttl e me nt a ssoci a t e d with the church. 
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Med i eva l Kildare 

Du rin g the tw e I fth centur ;· Kildare was the mos t i mpor t an t 

settlement in th e county an d th e invading Anglo-Normans 11ere 

quicKly attracted to it. lt was u se d b y Strongbow as a b ase 

o n many occas ion s during th e earl y 1170s <Orp en 1892, 11 . 

2696, 2771 , 2795 ) . It became the principal manor of 

Stongbow's lords h i p in north Leinster ( Orp e n 1911-20, i, 374, 

38 1 ), the bo r o u gh was established before 1176 ( Cal Pemb r oK e 

Es t a t e Office 1891, 11) and a c as tle was in e x istenc e there 

befor e 1185. Th e t ow n prospe r ed during the thirteenth century 

although precise details o f its growth are scarce . The 

clearest evidence of it s wealth is provided b y the record s of 

church b ui lding. A new cathedral, traditionall y attributed to 

Ralph of Brist o l (bishop o f Kildare 1223-32), was built, the 

Franciscan friary was f o unded c.1254-60, the Carmelite friary 

was established c.1290, and the church of St. Mary Magd a l ene , 

~J ith its ~ ssoc iated hosp ital, was in e x istence b y 1307 . The 

evidence for industr y in the t ow n is scarce but mil I ing was 

clearly important. Although no charter to the town survives 

from th e thirteenth c e ntur y the e x iste nce of su ch a charter 

i s imp I ied b y the cl a im ma de in 1297 b y the burgesses o f the 

ri g ht to tr y o ffence s "by charter of the lo r d s o f the 

liber t y• (Mi ll s 1905, 174) . 

Th e 1290s were a turbul e nt period in Kildare ' s hi s t ory 

because of the outbr eaK o f a number of feuds between t h e 

great Anglo-Norman magnates, notabl y John FitzThomas, l or d o f 

Offa l y, and Wi lli am de Vesey, l ord of Ki l dare . There were 
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a l so attacKs by the native I r ish, such as 

Conchobhair Failge, who captured the castle 

C, 1295. The surviving records indica te 

Calbach 0 

of Kildare 

that these 

di sturbances centred around th e c ast le but there c a n b e 

little doubt that the town was also affected. The surrender 

of the castle to the King in 1297 by William de Vesey, lord 

of Kildare, seems to have had the effect of curbing these 

disturbances, however. The holding of parliament at the to~in 

in 1309 - 10 i s a n indication of the town's continuing 

prosperity and status ( Gilbert 1884, ii, 339; Butler 1849, 

18). In 1316, shortly after the invasion of Edward Bruce, the 

most powerful local magnate, John FitzThomas, was created 

earl of Ki lda re and the town and castle were granted to him. 

The association of the FitzGerald family with the town 

continue d until this century a lthough their principal seat 

during the Middle Ages was Maynooth castle. An indication of 

the s ize of the boro•Jgh at th i s period may be deduced from 

the accounts of roya l escheators during gaps in the 

succes s ion of the earl s . In 1328, for instance, Walter Wogan 

accounted for £4 14s 10.25d burg age rent for Kildare, 

re p res en ting two-thirds of the burgage rent during a nine 

month period . At the s t a ndard rent of l s per burgage this 

indic a te s tha t Kildare had about 200 burg a g es and a 

population pos s ibl y in the region of 1000. Little is Known of 

Ki ldare in the l ater Middle Ages except that it was exposed 

t o at t acKs from the nati ve I ris h. 

Post-Medieval Kildare 
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In 1515 Kildare r e c e iv e d a ne w cha rte r of incorporation 

from Henry VIII which as well as lay ing down regulations for 

the functioning of the corporation, granted the town a weeKly 

marKet and licenced the burgesses to enclo s e th e town with 

stone walls and a fosse, and granted them pavage and murag e 

to pay for the building and repair of the walls. The town was 

st i 11 in a frontier situation and it was occas ionally 

attacKed by the native Irish. In 1540 both the Franciscan and 

Carmelite monas~eries were burnt by the O Conchobair (White 

1943, 166-7). The town was the scene of an engagement in 

1588, during the Nine Ye a r s War, when it was so badly damaged 

that it was described by Fynes Mor y son < 1907, ii , 351) as 

'altogether disinhabited'. The cathedral was still ruined and 

roofless in 1604 and a number of properties were described in 

1607 as 'ruinous' or 'lately burned' < Ir Rec Comm 1830, 92). 

The town was an impo r tant garrison site during the 

Confederate wars and in 1642-3 three hundred royalist troo ps 

were garrisoned there < G i 1 bert 1882-91, i , 169). The census 

of Ireland, c.1659, noted a population of 359 for the town 

<Pend e r 1939, 395). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

1 . STREETS AND STREET PATTERN 

2. DOMESTIC HOUS ES 

3 . MARKET PLACE 

4. INDUS TR IAL AREAS 
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5. THE CASTLE 

6. TOWN DEFENCES 

7. ST . BRIGID'S CATHEDRAL & EARLY MONASTIC SITE 

8. CARMELITE PRIORY OF ST. ~~RY 

9 . FRANCISCAN FRIARY 

rn. NUNNERY 

11. HOSPITAL OF ST . MARY MAGDALENE 

12. SUBURBS 

13, LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN 

Kildare is important among Irish towns in that its street 

pattern retains traces of a concentric plan which ma y 

pre-d a te the Anglo-Norma n invasion. The curvilinear plan 

formed by Priest's Lane, Academy Stree t, St. Brigid's Square, 

and Convent Road either preserves the outline the earl y 

monastic enclosure or it represents a set of routeways which 

circumvented the enclosure at a distance. In either case this 

curv ing patt e rn i s an old one. Within this area , the street 

plan i s essentially linear and the main axis of the medieval 

street plan, as of present-day Kildare, was the east-west 

route formed b y Cl areg a te Str e et and Dublin Street . Thi s 

routeway it se lf i s quite possibl >-· of pre-Norman or igin a nd 

Clareg a t e Street may b e t he "sraite in cheime ch loichi sair" 

< "th e eas hiard - running stree t of the flag-stone s " ),mentioned 

in 909 (Radner 1978, 166 ) . The antiquity of the other stree t s 

i s diffi c ult to det e rmin e but a number are me ntioned in a 
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document of 1674 (PRON!, 0 . 3078/ 2 / 3 / 5: 

Bride Street: 

Church Lane / 

Rathangan Road: 

Pigeon Lane: 

Station Road: 

"highway to Grey Abbey • 

"highway from F ire Cas tle" 

"Abbey Lane without Clare Gate" 

"highway without Ellis Gate" 

The map by John Rocque prepared in 1757 shows that the street 

pat t ern of the town, between Con v ent Road and Bohereenagorr 

and Shraud on the north has survived practically 

the present . 

2. DOMEST IC HOUSING 

intact to 

There are no traces abo v e ground of secular pre-1700 

buildings but there is documentar y evidence for the presence 

of fortif i ed town h ouses in the fifteenth, si x teenth and 

seventeenth centuries . The burgage plot pattern survives well 

on the south s ide of Dublin Street and boundaries survive 

between Bride Street and Academy Street which, on Rocque's 

ma p, can be seen to be burgage s . Elsewhere, however, the r e is 

very littl e evidence for the long burgage plot which was a 

char a ct e ristic feature of Anglo-Nor ma n toLins . 

ARCHDEACON'S CASTLE 

Th i s bu i Id i n g i s r efer r e d t o b y th i s n a me in the p a ri s h 
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records of 1739 and it seems to have been located between the 

cat h e d ra l an d Station Road <RD 3 46/ 37/ 230276) . It was 

probabl y the residence of th e archdeacon of Kildare and is 

probabl y t he same as the castle r eferre d to in the Civil 

Surve y of 1654 as belonging to the Dean and c h apter of 

Ki ld are < Simington 1952, 223). 

BISHOP'S PALACE 

Thi s ,Jas a stone building in ruins a t the time of th e 

Civ il Survey of 1654 <S imington 1952 , 222). It stood in the 

fi e ld immed i ate l y north of th e cathedral churchy ard, Known 

l ocall y as the "pa lace field" <Dev i tt 1918-21, 365) . 

HOUSE BELONGING TO GREAT CONNELL 

The e x tent of the Au gus tinian priory o f Gr eat Connel l , 

drawn u p in 1540, lists ' a c ast le or fortilag e ' as we ll a s ' a 

messuage ca ll e d th e courte h o use' among th e ir possessions in 

Kildare which h ad been l eased to the earl of Kildare <White 

1943, 159) . It ,Jas d escribed as ruinous in 1604 and again in 

1607 when it was granted to William Parsons and Nicholas 

Kenney < Ir Rec Comm 1830, 2 : ix, 92). 

NUGENT ' S CASTLE 

Thi s building is referred to in a rental of 1684 but its 

history and precise location remain ob sc ur e <BM Har l . Ms s . 

7200) . It was describe d as being in "Little BroadhooKe" , a 

s tree t ,ih ich cannot be iden ti fied no,J but it may h av e b e en 
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near th e MarKet Square end o f Station Road which was Known a s 

Nugent Street in the nineteenth centur y . 

WHITE ' S CASTLE 

I n 1436 Jame s White, a merchant of Kildare, complained 

t hat Cathao i r O Conchobair h ad twice burned his house because 

White had refused to give him coin and victuals . Accordingly 

h e was granted royal permission to taKe stones from 

'Rowespl a ce ' and the o l d walls of 'Smy thesp l ace' in Kildare 

to build a good h a ll with a crenellated p arape t for himself 

( Tresham 1828, 258 : 94). Nothing further 

building. 

is Known of this 

3 . MARKET PLACE 

Th e triangular marKet place i s l o cated mi d - way along 

Clareg a t e Street an d Oubl in Street . Swan ( 1985, 86 ) has 

suggested that it occupies the spa ce, south-eas t of the 

churc h, between the inne r and outer enc lo sures of the Early 

Chri s ti a n monastic si t e . This is a position which the mar Ket 

pl a ce a l so occup i es a t Arma gh, Ke ll s , Tu am and Oo wnpatr i c K, 

a nd consequentl y it may b e of pre -Nor man origin . It is 

difficult to be certa in of thi s , howev e r, because the 

r e gul a rit y of i t s t r i angu l ar s h ape i s r e rnin i s cen t o f 

seventeenth and eigh teenth ce ntur y t o wn plan n ing . In th i s 

conte x t , i t i s note wo r th y th a t 

1674, the Tho l se l of Ki l d a r e 

wh en first 

was I ocated 

referred 

i n Br ide 

to in 

Street 

rat he r than Ma rK e t Square wh ere its eighteenth centur y 
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successor s t a nds <PRONI 0.3078/ 2 /3/ 5 ) . Rocque's p l an of 1757 

s how s th a t the lower part o f Br ide Street was wid e r in the 

eig hte en th centur:,.· than it i s at p resent an d it is possib l e 

that it was th e s ite of the medi eva l mar-Ket place . 

Thro ugh out the Middle Age s Kildare's principa l function 

wa s that o f a marKe t t o wn but, per-haps b ecause it was so 

commonp I ace, it is rarel y referred to in docume ntary sources . 

In 1458 , how ever, Thomas FitzMau r ice , earl of Kildare, was 

p ermi tted t o change the day of the weeK l y mar-Ket a t Kildare 

in order to avoid a. clash wit h the marKet at Naas, and h e was 

a ls o gr an t ed a yearly fair ( Berry 1910, 507 ) . 

4 . INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

Milling is the on l y indus try which i s referred to with 

any regularity prior to 1700. Th e industry a pp ears to h ave 

commenc e d d uring the Ear l y Historic period and a mill i s 

mentione d in th e lif e of Brigid. Thi s mu s t h ave b een some 

distance from the town because there i s no s o u r ce of wate r a t 

Ki ldare its e lf . Tu l l y i s a po s i bl e s it e • Th e mil l s of Kildare 

are ment ioned in 1258 < Sweetman 18 75-86, ii , nos. 573, 850, 

85 1 ) , while a 

1875-86, i v, no. 

windmill is specified in 1297 < S weetman 

48 1) , and a water-mill i s re f erred to i n 

1304 wh en it was described as ruined <Swee t man 1875 -86 , V, 

no. 335). The l ocation of these rni 11 s i s un Kno wn but 

1 iKel y that the windmi ll was situa t e d on top of the 

w i thin th e town. 

it is 

ridge 
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5 . THE CASTLE 

Th e construction of Kild a re cast l e i s normally attributed 

to William Marshall, l ord of Leinster from 1190 to 1219, 

because an inqui s ition of 1302 no t es that he built the c a stle 

without the c onse nt of the bis hop on land belonging to the 

church and h e had subsequ e ntl y granted the bisho p an ann u a l 

pay ment of t en ma r Ks in compensation ( s~ieetman 1875 - 86, v , 

no. 132). A document of c . 1185, ho~i e ver, maKes it c 1 ear tha t 

a castle a lre a d y e x isted at Kildare b y tha t time <Cu r tis 

1933-43 , i, 4) . This is not s urprising because of the 

evidence for Anglo -Norman acti v it y the r e under Strong bo,J , who 

di ed in 1176, and the earl y evi dence for the e x istenc e of a 

borough. I n deed, it is far mor e l i Ke l y that it ,Jas Strongbo,J, 

rather than Willia m Marshall wh o b ui lt the castl e witho ut 

first recieving p ermission . In the settled conditions of 

Ki ldare during the f irs t d e c ade of th e thi r t een th century it 

would h ave bee n rel a ti ve l y easy for William Marshall to 

obt a in thi s permission, whereas Strongb ow wou ld h ave had to 

construct his castle unde r emergency conditions and was quite 

liKe l y to ignore the position of the churc h , as Hugh d e La c y 

did at Trim . 

After Strongb o w ' s d ea.th K ildare pas sed to the Mar s h a l l s, 

f rom ,Jh om it passed to Agnes, ,iif e o f Wi lli a m de Vese y c . 1270 

<Orpe n 1911-20, ii i , 9 8-9) . Agne s ' son Wil iam s ucceeded to 

th e l or d s h ip of Ki l d are c .1290 but h e s urrend e r e d th e c as tl e , 

manor a nd borou g h o f Kildare to th e King in 1297 < Sweetman 

1875-86, i v, no s . 365, 3 73-5, 481) . I n 1293 the cast l e wa s 
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c a ptured b y John FitzTho mas, l ord of Offa l y ( Lawlor 1908, 

52) , an even t p ro babl y connect e d with FitzThomas' qu ar r e l 

~,ith Wi lliam d e Vesey ( Orpen 1911 -20, iv , 115) . In 1295 John 

FitzThomas ' quar re l with Ric hard de Burgh, ear l of Ul ster , 

led t o further unrest in Kild a re ( Or pen 19 11-20 , iv, 116-19) . 

It was a t this time tha t the cas tl e was captured b y Ca lb a ch O 

Conchobair Failge and ma n y royal document s which we re Kept 

there b y William d e Ve s ey, justic i ar of Irel an d from 1290-4, 

were destro y ed ( Mi 11 s 1905, 118). rt ~,as probab 1 y at th i s 

time, ~J h ich was d scr ibed in 1297 as " the t irne of disturbance, 

~J hen the Od i imps ies [ 0 Diomusai gh l 1o1ere out s ide the town of 

Kildare• (Mills 1905 , 118 ) that the followers of William 

Donyn broKe into and robbed the castle, and the fo llowers of 

John FitzTho mas robbe d th e cas tl e and town of 

~iheat, oats, malt, o x en, c o~is, s heep a nd pig s 

( Mi 1 l s 1905 , 188 , 190 ) . 

money, 

worth 

clo th, 

£.1000 . 

Af te r the su r render of the cas tl e b y Will iam de Vesey to 

th e King i n 1297 it was h e ld for the crown b y constab l es 

during the ne x t tw e nt y years . Th e roya l accounts re c ord 

r epa ir worK s tha t were carr ied out during this time . Bet we e n 

1297 a nd 1299 3 51. 14s . 8 .25d were spent on worKs in the 

c astle, including the r e pair o f houses, tow ers and gates, and 

the bui ld ing of a ne w baKe house, Kitch en and well; a further 

16 1. I l s . 7d . ~Jas s p ent on ~JorKs in 1304-6 < 38 RDKPR I , 47- 8 , 

102 ) . Th e strength of the cas tl e at this stage is ind i cated 

by the fact that it s uc cessfu ll y withstoo d a three -day 

a ssault b y Edmund Bru ce i n 13 16, the same 1-·ear in wh i ch it 

~,as gra nted to John FitzThom.as <Orpen 191 1-20, iv, 174-5) . In 
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133 1 the castl e was d escribed as h av ing fo u r towers, a chapel 

an d a Kitche n CMac Nioc a ill 1964a , 101 ) . In 1333-4 the 

justiciar, John D'Arcy , who was cu s t o dia n o f the cast l e 

during th e minorit y of Maurice FitzThomas, earl of Kildare, 

s pent 51. 9s. 1d. on worKs on the "houses within the close of 

the castle of Kild a re" ( 44 RDKPRI, 28 , 46: cf . Tresh am 1828, 

39: no. 85). In 1484 th e Irish p a rliament granted a id to 

Gearoid Mor, ear l of Kildare, i n order that h e cou ld "maKe 

great and strong fortifications and ditches at his manor of 

Ki l dare" <Bryan 1933, 71 ) . Th e s ubse q u e nt histor y of the 

cast I e is obscure. It was garri so n e d during the Nine Years 

Wa r and it saw act ion in 1598 . In that year Kil dare was 

occupied b y supporters of O'Nei ll, who held the "greatest 

tow e r or Keep " of the castle while crown forces h e ld one of 

the other towe rs CAtKinson 1895, 375-6) . Th e castl e was 

recove red for th e crown b y Sir Richar d Bingh am and 

sub sequ ently garr isone d b y h is forces CAtKinson 1895, 390, 

393) . 

De scr i pt i on <Fi g s . 86-88) 

Th e c ast l e is l o c ated on the eastern cres t of the ridge, 

close to the cat hed r a l. Ex terna ll y th e ground drops a way 

s harpl y to the north a nd east b u t the declin e i s l ess 

n o ticeable on the sout h an d west. It or i g inall y consisted o f 

a polygonal e nclo s ur e with four towers and a motte at its 

so uthern a ngl e but on l y thr ee s ide s of the e nclo s u re, the 

gatehouse and the l o wer courses of two towers survive today 

<Fig . 86) . The castle enclosed an area of approximate l y 0 . 43 



hectares. Ther e i s a water tower within the enc losure and the 

area i s now used as a County Council yard . Al l of the 

sur v i v ing fe a ture s are of f ifteen th centur y date but the 

ove r a ll shape of the enc losu re suggests th at the fifteent h 

c en tury building s are f o ll owing a thirteenth century plan . 

Th e Ga teh ouse 

Access to the castle was b y means of a gatehouse on the 

easter n wa ll. Thi s is a rectangular structure of four floors 

which is s till inh a bite d a nd h as recieved many modifi c ations. 

The masonry consists of uncoursed rubb le limestone. There i s 

a n externa l batter on th e nor th, east an d south walls. 

I nternal groun d l evel is abou t 3 m highe r than exte rna l and, 

liKe the b a rbican of Trim cast l e, access mus t have bee n b y 

means o f a timbe r g ang way leadi ng to the rounded en t rance on 

the eas t wall. The entrance i s now filled with a rectangular 

sash w indow . Th e entrance passage itse lf is simply a 

r e ct angular chamber with a pointed-arched reces s on t he north 

and s o uth sides: tha t on the south has be en e x panded and a 

bricK window has been inserted . On the north side o f the 

western exit is a fl at - headed p assage which leads to the 

stair giving access t o the fi r st floo r above . Below the 

ground f l oor is a baseme nt wit h a rectan gu lar bricK window, 

clear l y an inser tio n, in its east wa ll. Th e stair to the 

fi rst floor was lit by a round-arched wind ow and a smal l er 

sp l a yed window, now blocKed. Part of its north wa ll has been 

broKen out i n order to linK the gatehouse with the moder n 

e x tension on the north . The entrance to the first f l oor is 
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interna l splay and lit b y a parallel-sided slit window with 

flat rear arch. The floor consists of a rectangular chamber 

lit by windows in the east and west walls and a garderobe in 

the south-west a ngle, which is now blocKed off. Th e east 

windo w was a splayed twin-light originally but it is now 

occupied b y a modern sash window. The west window, a single 

light with concave splay, is now bloc Ke d. The south wall has 

a large pointed recess, a mod ern fireplace in the centre of 

the wall, and an L-shaped garderobe in the south-west angle. 

The entrance to the stair leadi ng to the second floor is in 

the north wall. rt i s lit by a large p a r a llel-sided slit 

wind ow . The north wall of the second floor contains a long 

lit narro,J chamber ,ihich runs the len gth of the wall and is 

b y a narro w , splayed, flat-arched window in the east and west 

walls, a rectangular twin-light round-arched w indo,J in the 

north wa ll, now blocKed, and a loop at the north-eas t angle. 

The rectangular chamber has a twin-light round-headed window 

with limestone jambs, missing its centre mullion, in the east 

,ial 1. Access to the parapet is f r om a s tair i n the south wal 1 

of the second floor, lit b y a twin-li g ht rectangular window, 

noLJ blocKed and lacKi ng its mul I ion. The south-eas t ang l e is 

1 it b y a loo p and a small sp l ayed windo,1, now bloc Ked, in the 

south wal 1. The presence o ·f a narrow chamber, blocKed 

off, in the south-west angle is evidenced b y an e x ternal 

,J indow. The roof and parapet are of modern date. 

Th e motte 

Al l t race of the motte has g o ne but Roque's map of 1757 
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s ho ws a mo und a t the s o u the r n an gl e o f t he c u rta in wall. 

Th e South-wes t Tow e r 

Sherrard' s map of Ki 1 d a r e i n 1758 s h ow s a rect a ngular 

s tru c ture, l a b e ll e d ' old t o we r' on the we s t s ide o f the 

c u rt a in wa ll but a ll trace ab ov e gr o und i s now missing. 

The North-west Tower 

Th e re main s of th is s t r ucture a r e inco rp o rat ed 

rear of Graham' s BaKer y on the 

St a t i o n Ro ad. It app e a rs t o h a v e 

corner 

been 

o f Ma r Ket 

r ectan gular 

int o 

Sq . 

and 

the 

and 

was 

possibl y ope n-ba c Ked. Th e v i s ibl e wa ll i s 1.8m thic K an d the 

towe r h as max i mum dime n si o n s of 9.8 b y 4m. 

Th e North-east To~ie r 

This cons i s t s of th e r e ma ins o f a n op e n-b a c Ke d 

r ec t a ng u l a r s tructure with a max imum l e ngth o f 8. Sm; i ts 

width canno t be c a lcul a t e d. Inte rn a l g r ound le v el is some 8 m 

a bo v e th e e x t e ri or a t this p o i n t. 

Th e Cu r t a i n Wa ll 

Th e b a tt e r e d wa ll , b u ilt of unco ursed limes t one , 

surv i ves on th e n o r th -east , north -west, and p arts o f t he 

sout h-eas t an d sou t h-we st s ides . Ex t e r n a ll y i t s height rang e s 

b e t wee n f i ve and s i x metres but i n t erna l l Y i t is 1. 5 m high 

on average . Th e e x terior o f t h e we s t ern wall is i nac c e ss i b l e 
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bec ause it f orms t h e b a c K wall of 

thi cKness o f the wa ll, where it c a n 

le ve l , i s 1.6m. 

6 . TOWN DEFENCES 

sev eral structures . The 

be measured at ground 

Ther e are no surviv i ng t races of t own def ences and both 

th e ir e x act course an d the area enclosed remains problematic. 

The ear lie s t documentary ev ide nce occurs in He nr y VIII's 

charter of 1515 which authorised the bu rgesses to enclose the 

t own wit h stone wa ll s a nd fosses, and granted them murage to 

pay f or this <MacNiocaill 1964a , 178-81 ). This docu ment 

cannot be taKen as proof that wa ll s wer e erecte d at that 

d ate , h owever , and the first c l ear ref erences t o t own 

defences d o not occur until the later sev enteenth c entury . 

CLARE GATE 

F i r s t mentioned in 1674 ( PRON! 0.3078/2 / 3 / 5) it evidently 

s tood near the west end of Claregate Stree t . It s precise 

pos itio n is now unKno wn but Rocque' s ma p shows an indentation 

of the s treet line at t he po int s h own on Fig. 8 5, which would 

s uggest th at this was th e l ocat ion of the gatehouse . 

FIRE CASTLE 

Th is building s t oo d to t he west of th e c a thed r al, on t h e 

south s ide of Ch u r ch Lane . I t is firs t referred to as the 

' fir e cas tle ' in 16 7 4 <PRON! 0 . 3078/2/ 3 / 5) and two wa ll s of 

it ar e shown on Roc qu e ' s map of Kildare in 1757 <see Fig. 
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85), where they project into Church La ne. This may be the 

castle belonging to the convent of St . Brigid de F y rehouse, 

which is referred to in the Di sso l ution documents of 1540 as 

a 'sma ll castle or fortilage' and described as l ying within 

the Pree inc ts of the nunner y <White 1943, 163). 

ELLIS GATE 

Fir s t mentioned with the other gates in 1674, it appears 

to have been 

unKnown but , 

located on Stat ion Road. Its 

in common with gatehouses 

position 

elsewhere, 

is now 

it was 

probabl y located on the crest of the ridge, before Station 

Road drop s towards the north. 

WHITE GATE 

Also ment i oned in 1674 for the first time, this was 

located at the eastern end of the town, in Dublin Street but 

its preci s e position is unKnown. Topogr a phical 1 y it is 

possible to suggest that Dublin Street has deve loped in two 

stages . The first of these is marKed by the blocK of burgage 

plots on the south side of the street which terminate in a 

long linear boundar y running east from Bride Street. Th e 

second stage was an e x tension of this pattern and is 

indicated by the propert y blocK on both sides of the street 

~ihose internal boundaries are a ligned at a more acute ang l e 

th an those on the wes t. Th e po s ition of stage 1, in the core 

of the to~rn, indicates that it is the ear 1 ier and a late 

medieval d a te may be propo sed. Stage 2 is an addition a nd i s 



probably po s t-medieval. If thi s analysis is correct it 

suggests that the White Gate should b e located at the point 

where the eastern limit of s tage 1 meets Dublin Street (Fig. 

85) . 

POSSIBLE OUTLINE OF TOWN DEFENCES 

The suggested l ocations of these gates together with the 

o l d name for Academy Street, "BlacK ditch or Cleamor e 

Street", recorded by Rocque, maKes it possible to propose a 

tentative course for the town wall in the Later Midd l e Ages. 

On the west the wall would have run from the Fire Castle to 

Clare Gate, then south along Academy Street to just north of 

St . Brigid's Square. There it turned eastwards across Bride 

Street and its li ne may be preserved on the east side of 

Bride Street i n the property line which forms the boundary of 

the plots fron ting Dublin Street . It then turned north to 

White Gate as discusse d above. There are no indicators as to 

the lin e of the wall in the town's north-eastern sector where 

the castle i s situated. On analogy with other Anglo-Norman 

town s it is to be e x pected that the castle was s ited on the 

town's periphery an d, a ccord ingly, the absence of evidence 

for town defences here may be simply attribut ab le to the fact 

th a t the castle provided all necessary defence in this area. 

On the north side of the town the wall should have enclosed 

the site o f the bishop ' s palace in the field north of the 

cathedr a l enclosure , and it may have traced a radial course 

from Ellis Gate to th e Fir e Hou se , perhaps preser v ing the 

1 ine of an earlier monastic inner vallum <see Swan 1985, 86) . 

- - - ----- - , 
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7. ST. BRIGID'S CATHEDRAL ANO EARLY MONASTIC Ef\CLOS URE 

EARLY MONASTIC ENCLOSURE 

The s treet pattern of Kildare preserves a number of 

r ad ial features which are almost certainl y the relict remains 

of pre-Norma n enc losures. At least two c an b e s ugg ested, and 

it is possible that the present church yard formed a third. 

Inner Enclosure 

The presen t cathedral and round t o wer are located within 

a s ub -rectangular churchyard which may have formed the 

innermost enclosure . The bulg e in Station Road, however, is 

more liKel y to preserve an ancient bounda r y . The continuati on 

of this curve on the north side of the cathedral can be seen 

as a cropmarK in the ae r i al v i e w ( Fig . 89). Continuing the 

line of thi s curve, it would have crossed Church Lane at the 

ap pro x imate location of the Fire Castle, discus sed above in 

relation to the medieval def e nces. The so uth side of this 

enclosure would h ave be e n formed b y Claregate Street . 

Ou te r Enclosure 

Th e radial co urs e of Priest's La ne, Academy Street, St. 

Brigid's Squar e a nd Convent Road was a lmo s t certa inl y 

influenced b y the outline of this enclosure a nd it is li Ke l y 

that parts of it were incorporated int o the defences of the 

Anglo - Norman town, as at Kell s , Co. Meath . On the north-west 

a nd west, the va llum probably lay some what within Pri es t's 
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Lane and Academy Street <Rocque's 'BlacK Ditc h or Cle amore 

Street') . Its southern boundar y, which would have been 

loca ted north o f St . Brigid' s Square a nd Convent Road, may be 

indicated b y the position of the l o ng property boundary 

running east from Bride Street. The eastern boundary of the 

enclosure is not imme di ate ! >" evident but it may b e the same 

as that of the medieval defences postulated above. North of 

the c as tle, Rocque's ma p s hows a long property boundary 

running north towards Station Road. From there it passe d , 

probably behind the houses on Lourdes v ille, to the KinK 

the road at the foot of Chapel Hill. 

in 

ST, BRIGID'S CATHEDRAL 

The cathedral is the s uccessor of the pre-Norman church 

of Kildare . Gw y nn and HadcocK < 1970, 83) suggest that Kildare 

remained strongly monas tic u ntil the end of the twelfth 

centur y . Th e first English bi s hop, Ralph of Bristol , was not 

apponted unt i 1 1223 and Ware recorded th a t the cathedral was 

then in a ruinous s tate and that Bishop Ralph rebuilt it. The 

oldest f a bric of the present building has b een attributed to 

him b y LeasK < 1960, 89) and others. In 1395 an indulgence was 

granted to aid the re p a i r of the cathedral ( Bliss and Tw emlow 

1902, 507) and the addition of it s s tepped parapets h as been 

attributed to thi s perio d by LeasK 1960, 89) . Further 

repairs and th e bui lding of a co ll ege are attributed to 

Bishop Edmu nd Lane , c .1482-4 <Buc h a n an 1972, 11 ) . 

By 1604, h o wever , the roof of the cath e dral was ruinous, 
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having been pulled do1Jn in the attacK of 1588 < Buchanan 1972, 

11). It was still ruinous in 1611 ( Bre wer and Bullen 1873, 

155 ) and 1615 < Buch a nan 1972, 11 ) . It has been stated 

frequentl y th at the cathedral tower was bomb arded b y 

Cast l ehaven in 1641 but Cowe 11 < 1896-8 , 248) considered th is 

unliKel y b ecause no traces of battering or cannon b a ll s have 

ever been found and the collapse of the tow e r, chancel and 

north t ransept was most liKel y due to the natural failure of 

its foundations. In 1686 the choir was rebuilt by B is h o p 

Willi a m Moreton and it served as the cathedr a l unt i 1 the 

restor a tion of the entire st ructure in the late nineteenth 

century < Craig 1931, 20; Buchanan 1972, 11 ) . B>· that t i me the 

only sur v iving parts of the medie v al structure 1Jere the north 

and so uth walls of the nave, the 1Jalls of the south transept, 

the south wall of the central to1Jer and possibly parts of the 

chancel <Figs. 92-3). The reconstruction of the cathedral 

resulted in the disc overy of a number of archaeological find s 

including two fragmentary pre-Norman slabs <JKAS 4 < 1903-5, 

379) , two burials within the foundations o f the south wall of 

the chancel ( Cowell 1899- 1902; JRSAI 22 ( 1882), 186-8 ), and 

also a number of floor tiles (JRSAI 22 ( 1892), 186-8 ) . 

De scr iption <Fig s . 91-4 ) 

The b ui lding c o ns ists of a nave, chancel, c ross ing tower 

an d transe pts . It i s built of unevenly coursed limestone with 

well cut as hl ar quo ins. The north tr a ns ep t, the greater part 

of the chancel, the 1Jest windo1Js o f the n ave, and the east , 

north and west walls o f the tower were entire l y re built 
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during the restoration of 1896. 

The Chancel 

the 

Internall y this measures 10 by 7m but only about 5 m of 

south wall beside the tower is original . External 

n ave , were built in the butresses, in Keeping with the 

nineteenth century restoration . The east 1.,1 a l 1 h as three 

graded lancets above a blanK arcade of trefoil-headed arches 

with pointed canopies . Th e restored north and south walls are 

each lit by two lancets. 

The Crossing Tower 

The south wal 1, one-third of the arch on the south side 

of the west wall, and the east wall to arch level constitute 

t h e original medieval fabric . The tower is almost square in 

plan and rises from square pier s with central l y attached 

shafts. The western piers h ave the addition of corner shafts 

on the sides facing into the nave . High pointed arches open 

into the nave, chancel a nd transepts. Access to the upper 

floors is via a s piral stair in a modern octagonal turret, 

proje c ting from the north-west angle. The first floor 1.,1as the 

belfr y s tage and it has two pointed window s in each wall; 

these looK onto the roof and have pointed hood mouldings 

externally . The second floor i s marKed by an external string 

course, s uppor ted on small cor bel s, an d the walls are step ped 

in s 1 ight l y a bove it. There are th ree s mal l pointed windows 

with chamfered granite jambs in each wall on this floor . A 

steppe d parapet, supported o n a drainage course, rises above 
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thi s floo r . 

The North Tr a n s ept 

Thi s was e ntirel y r e built in the ninete e nth c e ntury a nd 

was clos e l y modelled on the s o uth tr anse p t . It h as t hr ee 

l a nc e ts in the we s t wall jus t as the s o uth tran s ept h a d 

originall y . Th e r e may h av e b een a cha p e l o n the e as t s ide t o 

maintsin the s y mmetr y o f the south transept but the wall i s 

now li t b y thr ee l a n ce t s . 

Th e South Trans ep t 

Th e main entr a n ce t o th e church i s through a modern 

pointe d d oo r in the e a st wa ll which has been inser t e d int o a n 

e a rli e r l a rge pointed a rch . LeasK ( 1960, 89) h as s ugge s t e d 

that there wa s a chapel projecting from each transept and th e 

g a bl e line of th is cha p e l i s evide nt e x te r n a ll y a bov e the 

door. The s o u th wa ll i s lit b y th r e e gr a ded lancets with 

point e d re a r arche s a nd r ou nded mo uld i ng s running d own to the 

si ll. The cu rved t a p e ri n g lab e l s t o p s o f the inne r h o od 

mou ld i n gs e nd a b o ut lm b e l o w the to p o f the wind ow and are 

s i mil ar to those in th e n av e. Th e wester n one has a s ma ll 

he a d with l arge poutin g l i p s . Th e ti p o f the g a bl e app e a r s to 

h ave b een r ebuilt . There were th ree n arrow pointe d l ance t s i n 

t h e west wa ll orig i nall y b ut i t no w h as t wo p l a in moder n 

l an c e t s . 

Th e Nave 
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The nave i s 9.5m wide by 24m in l en gth a nd lac Ks aisles. 

The walls are supp or t ed externally b y six buttresses at 

intervals of appro x imately 3m. These are joined at the top by 

pointed arches a nd form an a rcade of s i x b ays , five of which 

fr ame a l a ncet , a nd the other frames a doo r . Th e window 

nearest the tower i s a point e d twin-I ight. Th e e x ample in the 

n o rth wall is probabl y of nineteenth century dat e but the 

soutern window is clearly shown in the pre-restoration 

dra~1ing <Fig. 93). The internal jambs h ave a concav e and 

convex moulding ri s ing fr om the sill with a moulded c a pital 

decorated with dog-tooth ornament at the imp osts . The third 

b ay from the west contains a pointed door. The northern 

e x ample is blocKed up but it is visible in the 

p re-res toration draw ing <Fig. 92 ) . The so uthern door is s ho wn 

as a bl oc Ked o n the pre-restoration sKetch <Fig. 93) and its 

e x ternal jambs are modern. Internally the door is flat-a rched 

and there i s a smal 1 pointe d window above. The rema ining 

l a ncets have pointed rear-arches with moulded c ap itals a nd 

lab e l s terminating in curved stops decoratd with dog-tooth or 

fleur-de-l ys . Some of the north wa ll's mouldings a nd c a pita l s 

are modern replacements. The west wall has been large l y 

rebuilt a lthough the north and south returns are p ro b a bl y 

or iginal. The nineteenth c e ntur y sKetch shows a wall standing 

to a h e ight of about 2.5 m a n d a centrall y placed flat-arched 

d oor, but thi s is no longer visib l e . The ~Jai l is no~, lit by 

thr ee modern gr a d ed l ancets. Th e b a ttl ements were added in 

the ni neteenth century. 
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ROUND TOWER 

Situated n o rth-we s t of the medieval c a th e dral. The 

maso nr y is of two t y pes . The base and lower courses a.re of 

evenl y cours ed granite while above this the mas onry consi s t s 

of roughl y coursed limestone. Barrow < 1878, 11 8 -22 ) notes a. 

further breaK in the stoneworK a.t the s ill of the third 

storey window. The tower is 32.6m high and 5.35m wide above 

the base. It has seven floors all of which are supported on 

corbels e x cept for th e third floor, which is slightly 

off-set, a nd the sixth, which has a wide off-set and no 

corbels. The door of dressed red sandstone is the most 

s triKing f eature of the tower. It faces south-east and is set 

4. 67m above e x ternal ground level. It is a Romanesque door of 

four orders with a tangent gable above, and, a.s De Pa.or 

< 1867, 137) has rema.rKed, it is in effect a double porch. The 

outer ( first) order is modern: the second order has chevron 

decor at ion on the outer face of the moulding with low 

mouldings and a chevron motif on the soffit. The jamb s of the 

fourth a.re decorated with square foli ated capitals 

soffit h as chevron patterns formi n g lozeng e s which 

rosettes. The re are narrow pointed splayed windows 

and the 

enclose 

in the 

second, third, fo ur th and fifth floor s while the top floor 

has fiv e windows.These are not a s high as they were 

orig i n a ll y b e cause the base of each has been bloc Ked. Th e 

b a ttlements ~Jere added i n the e ight een th c en tur y . 

S ITE OF FI REHOUSE 
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Old sKetches show th e g a ble of a b ui lding north of the 

c a the dr a l but the onl y remains in thi s position tod ay consist 

of a small rec t a ngul a r hollow 4.44 by 3.48m, enc lo sed b y 

rubble built wa ll s s ome 60cm high a nd lm wide. 

'CELL'. ?FITZGERALD MORTUARY CHAPEL (Fig , 96 ) 

A small b a rrell-v aulted underground room orientated 

north-south lies immediatel y e as t of the c athedral. The 

presence of a flat-lintelled window, with intern a l splay , in 

the south wall s hows that it was or iginall y overground. It is 

now entered from the we s t thr ough a recta ngul ar opening 

reached b y eleven s teps from modern ground l eve l above . It 

meas ures 4.35 b y 3,lm. Th e flagged f loo r was p ro b ab l y low e r 

than at present and the roof has ~1icKe r worK centering. Below 

th e window in the so uth wa ll is a long shallow niche at 

ground l e vel. There is a recessed niche with flatt ene d arch 

at floor leve l in the north wa ll, The northern p a rt of the 

roof has co ll a ps e d and a modern gr ave s lab cover s the hol e. 

Stone-roofed Ch a mber 

At th e eas t e nd of the c a th e dra l a nd north of the ' ce 11 ' 

i s a s mall s t one roofed c h a mb e r measur ing 1. 4 b y 1. 5m. Th e 

roof of th i s s tructure is 70cm a b ove prese n t ground I eve I, It 

is probab l y p a rt o f a bur ia l vault. 

Le igh Mo rtu a r y Chape l 

Nor th -eas t of t h e cat hera l are t h e foo tings o f two 1Ja l I s 

which may h ave b e en the mor tuary c h ape l f or the Leig h fami 1 Y . 
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Architectural fragments 

Altar stone. Date uncertain. 

Ly ing outside the north wall of the n ave . 

of limestone with an over hang on one 

incised with a simple Latin cross. 

Rec tangul ar bloc K 

l ong side. Centre 

Dims: L. 148 W. 60 T. 24 cm. 

Window spandrel. 16th cent. 

South transept. Centre spandrel of a sandstone twin 

cusped ogee-headed window grooved for glass. 

Dims: H. 31 W. 56 T. 25 cm. 

Windo b1-head. 16th-17th cents. 

1 ight 

Resting on the Heweston wall memorial < 1658) i n the south 

transept is the centre part of a limestone window head ~J ith 

undecorated hollow spandrels. 

Dims: H. 27 w. 30 T. 15 cm. 

Piscina. 17th cent. 

South Transept. Limestone blocK with a shallow bowl , formed 

of radiating concave scallops tapering towards a central 

drainage hole. 

Dims: H. 39 t..J. 36 T. 18 cm. 

Diam. of bas in 20 cm. 

MONUMENTS 

High Cross. Pre-1200. 
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A damaged undecorated ringed cross of granite is se t in a 

large base south-west of the cathedral. The upp e r half of 

the pierced ring is missing and the shaft tapers towards the 

ring . The base is two-tiered on the east, south and west 

giving the impress ion of a plinth close to the ground. 

Dims: Sh a ft: H. c.300 W. 56 X 31 cm 

Base : H. 122 W. 132 X 136 cm 

Probable cross base (Fig. 97). Pre-1200. 

A tall granite monolith with a rectangular basin or 

mortice is placed within the cathedral on the south side of 

the nave. The upper two-thirds of the column have cha mfered 

edges. Us ually desc r ibed as a font (e . g. Paterson 1882, 13) 

it lacKs a drainage hole and the sides of the basin are 

splayed outwards slightly. A grooved 1 ine <?modern) runs 

along the undamaged sections of the rim . 

Dims: H. 97 W. 62 W. 50 cm 

Mortice: O. 15 W. 44 X 30 

Cross-sl a b. Probabl y 10th cent. <Fig. 100) 

Limeston e . In t~Jo fragments, now preserved in the Ch a pter 

Hou s e. Decor a ted in false relief with interl ace and Key 

pattern s flanKing two ringed crosses which are connected by a 

pane 1 of inter lace. Possibl y a motif - piece. (F it zGera ld 

1903-5b, 379). 

o ims : H. 32 W. 35 T. 6-8 cm. 

Cross-s l ab (F ig. 88). Prob. 11 -12th cents. 
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In south transept. Granite. Lower half. Chamfer e d on one side 

an d decor ated with the stem of a cross, outlined b y two 

grooves , whose foot terminates in a bulbar ex tension. It is 

somewhat similar to a cross s lab at Ini s cealtra, Co. Clare 

which has a lobed foot (Macalister 1949, Pl. 38: no. 891). 

Dims: L. 91 W. 34 T. 20 cm. 

Cross-slab. Pre-1200 <Fig. 101). 

Limestone. In two pieces, now preserved in the Chapter House. 

Decorated in false relief with a Maltese cross within a 

circle. This is o utlined on three sides by three deepl y 

scored lines , hav ing a two-line interlaced S-scroll at the 

corner. The remains of a decorated panel surv ive on the 

f ourth side. Possibly a motif-piece <FitzGerald 1903-5b, 

379). 

Dims: Calculated H.17 W. 14 

H .22 W. 13 

Cross-slab (Fig. 99 ) . Pre-1200. 

In south tr ansep t. Rectangular. Gr ani te. De corat ed in false 

relief with a GreeK cross with sp l ayed terminals. Th ere are 

tw o circles in the cent re . 

Dims: H. 51 W. 39 T. 20 cm. 

Effigy of a bi s hop <Fig. 103 ) . 13t h cent. 

Chancel. Effigy carved in relief o n a coffin-shap e d limestone 

s lab. One long side an d part of the two narrow sides are 

decorated with stiff l eaf foliage. Th e figure has both h ands 

- · 
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resting flat on th e ches t a nd i s we ar ing an amic e , a full 

s oft ch a suble, a d a lmatic, a s tole with fringed ends a nd an 

alb. Hi s he a d rests on a single rect a ngul a r cus hion and the 

feet appe a r t o lie a gainst a n a nimal, p o s s ibl y a b ird , 

mi s sing its head a nd tail. He wears a maniple o v e r the l e f t 

wri s t, the mitre i s worn over cu r l e d h a ir a nd the c rozier 

re s ts on the right side of the bod y . On either side of the 

he a d th e re is an angel with a censer. He wears glov es and h as 

a ring on the second finger of the right hand. The figu r e is 

traditionally identified a s John of Taunton, the bishop of 

Kildare who died in 1258. 

Dims : L. 190 W. 64-50 T. 33 cm. 

Hunt 1974, no. 87, pls.69-70. 

Cross-slab (Fig. 102). Probabl y 13th-14th cents. 

South Transept . Fine-gra ined granite. Slightly coffin-shaped , 

mis s ing the upper left corner . Decorated with a two-line 

Latin cros s with e x panded terminal s outlined b y a recessed 

channel. 

Dims: L. 153 W. 48-36 T. 22 cm. 

Eff ig:,, o f a bis h o p. 14th c e nt. 

Brou ght into the cathed r al f r om Religeen gr aveyard af t er 1969 

<Hunt 1974, no. 88, Pl. 82). Ca r ve d in high relief o n a very 

l a rge tapering bl o c K o f limestone which i s b a dl y f rag men t e d 

a nd i s l acK ing a ll th e l o we r par t of th e bod y . The fig ure is 

d r e sse d in a chasu bl e, a lb , glo ves , man i pl e , amice / Kerc hi ef 

aro und the nec K. He we a r s a mit re a nd car r i es a f o l iat ed 
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crozier t ur ned outwards in the left hand. His right h a nd is 

raised in bless in g . The f i g u re is p I aced under a c r o c Ket e d 

ogee-headed canopy supported b y small figure s a nd the sid e s 

are further emb e lli s hed with s pirals. 

Dims: L. 180 W. 64 T. 36 cm. 

Cross-slab. Prob. 14th cent. 

South transept. Lower half of a coffin shaped slab with the 

narrow shaft of a cross in false relief in the centre. The 

lower left corner is damaged. Worn inci s ed Lombardic 

on both sides of the shaft: PPC/ ORATE P •. LOO 0. 

Dims: L. 77 W. 39-31 T. 18 cm. 

Walter Wellesey, bishop of Kildare. 1539. <Fig. 104 ) . 

letters 

South transept. Limestone table tomb, originally from Gr e at 

Connell. The end panels are complete but the side panels only 

survive in fragmentary sect ions. The Bishop is depicted under 

a pinnacled and crocKeted canopy which is supported by two 

angels carrying shields emblazoned with crosses, the arms of 

Wellesley. He wears an amice or necK-scarf, a chas uble 

decorated with a central panel of fine embroidery, a dalmatic 

fringed around the edges, an alb and girdle. His manipled 

left hand hold s a foliated in-turned crozier and the gloved 

right hand is raised in b I ess ing. There was a s mall animal at 

his left foot but it has been b r o Ken a way a nd the feet rest 

against a socle d e corat e d with foli a ge. Th e l o wer e dg e of the 

slab h as a c o ncav e chamfer decor a t e d in r e li e f with sp r a ys of 

f o li a ge, three f a ce masK s with foli a g e s pringi n g f r om the 

• 
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mouth < "green men" ) , two grotesques, one figure blowing two 

trumpets a nd a s hiel a -na -gig. Ma rginal in s cription in incised 

Go thic l e ttering : 

HIC JACET FRATER WALTERUS WELLYSLCElY QUODAM EPUS DAREN 

AC HUJ DO~US/ COl'1'1EI\OATARIUS CUIUS AIE PPICIETUR DEUS Q 

OBICITl ANCNO DOMilNI MCCC ( unfinished) 

Tr ans 1 a t ion : Here 1 ies brother Wa lter Wellesley, 

formerly bishop of Kildare and commend a tor y prior of 

this house, on who se so ul God have mercy, who died in 

the year of the Lord 15C39l 

The rec o nstructed tomb pane ls cons i s t of a number of 

fragments which appear to have been carved by different 

hand s . The eastern side panel did not belong to this tomb 

originally. Head end-panel: Ecce Homo; foot end - pane l : 

crucifi x ion; 1.,1estern side panel ( in two fragments): three of 

the four niches survive depicting SS John the Evangelist, 

Pa tricK and Peter; eastern side panel: SS Andrew, Thaddeu s 

and Matthias . "The monument is the finest of its p e riod 

remaining in Ireland" <Hunt 1974, 163). 

Dims: Mensa: L. 190 w. 98 T . 24 

End panel ( he a d): H. 69 w. 81 T. 13 cm . 

Foot panel H. 70 w. 54 T. 14 

West panel <a) H. 42 w. 40 T. 15 

West p a n e l < b ) H. 42 w. 40 T. 15 

Ea s t pane 1 H . 70 w. 1€)7 T. 13cm . 

Hunt 1974 , no. 89, pl s . 186, 2 18-26 . 

. -- . . - . . ': . . - - . - ' - . - .. 

,. 



~ 

~ 

l 

l 
~ 

~ 

[ 

l 
l 
I 
l 
I 
I 

Richar d Fitzg e rald of LacKagh. 1575 ( Fig. 105). 

South Transept. Rectang u lar lime s tone slab with an a r moured 

effigy in high re 1 ief. The figure i s dres se d in a su it of 

Italianat e armour. The helmet has a central rib a nd is 

embossed with foliage design s . Th e f a c e was bear ded but is 

now very worn. The hands were J oined on the breas t but th e 

tips of the fingers are miss ing as are the feet. A ruff can 

be seen above the collar and the chest is encased in armour, 

decorated with marigolds, over which two chains are worn. The 

arms are co ve red in lames with foli a ted cowters and the 

thigh s and upper legs are protected b y lames while the lower 

legs are encased in plate armour with foliated poleyns at the 

Knees. The long sword, mis s ing its loi.1er part, has a round 

pommel with S-shaped c r oss guard, and hangs from the waist 

belt by rings. The head rests on a rectangular decorated 

pillow; the feet probabl y rested on a dog but this part of 

the stone has been removed. There a re five heater-shaped 

shields with coats of arms on the de xter s ide: 

saltire and crescent for Fitzge r a ld: (2) damaged: 

(1) cros s 

< 3) Three 

crescents in chief: ( 4 ) larger shield, di v ided per p a l e , 1s t 

a nd 4th: a saltire and crescent: 2nd: thre e crescents in 

chief: 3rd: divided pe r p a le b y a che vron: (5) di vided per 

pa l e b y a ch ev ron. Incised marginal inscription: 

DOMI NA MARGARETA 8 . .. .. / MONVMENTVM FIERI FECIT OB ME 

. • .. AVV RICH FITZGERALDE/ DE LACKAGHE MILITIS QVONDAM/ 

SVI MARITI QVI OBIIT XX CdiJE DECEMBR IS ANNO DOMINI 

1575/ WALTERVS/ BRENf\~GH ME FECIT. 
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Dims: L. 246 W. 116 T . 28 cm. 

NLI Ms . 772, 4, 2-3; Price 1942, 11-12; 

FitzGer a ld 1895-?b, 254-6 

16th cent. tomb l ( Fig. 108). 

- .73f -

FitzGera ld 1895-?a; 

South transept. Rect a ngular end panel decorated in low reli e f 

with a crucifi x ion. The entire surface of the stone is 

carv e d. Chris t is nailed to a ribb e d Latin cross . He is 

flan Ke d b y two female figures, possibl y Mary an d Mary 

Magdalen. The letters INRI are on a scroll a bove the cross. 

Th ere i s a trailing foliage pattern on either side . 

Dims: H. 53 W.36 T .17 cm. 

16th cent • tomb 2. ( Fig . 110) 

South transept. Two rectangu lar limestone side panels. False 

relief inscription a long the top margin in Roman lettering: 

HAEC REQVIES MEA 

ELEGIEAM 

IN SECULA SECUL .. . ABITABO QUONIAM 

a) Decorated in low false relief with three oge e -headed 

niches, separated by low relief pilasters decorated with 

undulating stems o f foliage sprouting fr o m the mouth of an 

animal . Th e animals i n clude a wolf, a fox, a rabbit and a 

cocK. The spandre l s are fi ll ed with foliage . 

b) Similarly d e corat e d with a ?goat , a s~ian / goose, a unic orn 

and an animal with horns, clawed feet an d a tail . Th e return 

of thi s p a ne l h as an inter l aced stem of foli age i s suing f rom 

a n anchor-liKe cross o n s t eps . 

Dims : a) L. 9 1. 5 H.50 T.21 

• 
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b) L. 109 H.53 T.21 cm. 

16 th cent. tomb 3 ( Fig. 109 ) . 

Four fragment s of a n elaborate lime s tone table tomb, thre e of 

which are preserv ed in the south transept, the fourth is 

placed against the chancel's e x tern a l east wall. 

a) Rectangular side panel d e cor a t e d on the long side and one 

return in f a lse relief. It has an upper bord e r of bead a nd 

reel decoration below which there is a spiral and a pelican 

in piet y . The edge of the panel has a foliated stem. The 

wider face has a rece s sed panel with a crucifix ion depicting 

Chri s t's bod y nailed to a Latin cross . 

b) Square pan e l decorated in low false relief with 

ogee-headed niches and an upper border of bead and reel 

moulding. The niches are separated b y pilaste rs decorated 

with foliated stems and the sp a ndrels are filled with foliage 

and animals, among which is a sheep and a winged animal with 

tal o ns <Fig. 109). 

c) Onl y the upper half survives with the bead and r eel border 

a nd part s of two ogee -headed niches. Th e spa ndrels hav e part 

of an animal, an ivy I eaf, a bunch of gr a pes, a 

?fox - a nd-goose, and three human heads. 

d) Th e piece in the church yard i s a side panel d e cor a t e d on 

one end of the long s ide in false r e l ie f with a s t e m of 

foli a ge below a margin d e c o r a t e d with a bead a nd r e el 

mo ulding. The n arro ~J r e t u rn a l so has a st e m o f f o liage with 

a n a ni ma l a bo ve . 

o i ms : a ) H. 61 . 5 W. 59 T. 22 

• 



I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

b ) H. 62 

c) H. 37 

d ) H. 55 

W. 62 T. 16 

W. 79 T. 16 

W. 71 T. 10 cm. 

16th centur y tomb 4. 

South t ransept. Two pie ces. 

- .233-

a) Lower part of a limestone side panel fragment, decorated 

with figures in false r e lie f in niches se p a r ated by 

demi-octagonal pillarettes. One figure is wearing a round 

necKed tunic butto ned down the f r ont with a cloaK over the 

shoulders . He is mou s tach e d a nd bearded and carries a staff 

or spear . Onl y part of the ne x t figu re survives. 

Dims : H. 53 w. 33 T. 13 cm. 

b) Parts of two figures in similar niches are dressed in 

tunic s a nd cloaKs. One holds a booK. 

Dims: H. 38 W. 40 T. 13 cm. 

Both prob a bl y derive from the same tomb ches t as the pieces 

in the modern Carme lite church, which c a me origin a ll y from 

the Fr a nciscan Friary (Hunt 1974, no . 90, pl. 232). 

16 th century tomb 5. 

South Trans ep t. Two limestone fragments of a side panel which 

i s decorate d ~1ith tw o and a half croc Ke t ed an d cusped empty 

ogee-head e d niches. The low er p ar t of th e panel is mi ss ing. 

Dims : a) H. 40 W. 48 T. 13 

b) H. 44 W. 52 T. 13 cm. 

A third frag men t lies in the chapter house . 

O ims: H. 28 W. 28 T. 13 cm . 

- - , 
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Fitzgerald grave slab. 16th cent. 

Badly damaged limestone fr a gment with a worn ma rginal 

inscription in Roman lettering: .•. RALD ET .... 

Dims: L. 64 W. 48 T. 24 cm. 

Cross-slab. 16th cent. 

South Trans ept. Upper corner of a limestone slab decorated in 

false relief ~1ith an eight armed fleur-de-lys cross. Marginal 

inscription in Roman lettering: 

.•. TUR DEUS AM/ EN DA. 

Dims: H. 51 W. 35 T. 18 cm. 

Cross-slab. 16th cent. 

South transept. Slightly tapering limestone slab decorated in 

false relief with an eight armed fleur-de-lys cross having a 

barred Knop and its base set on steps. In two Pieces. 

Dims: L. 174 w. 57-49 T. 22 cm. 

Pardon stone. 16th cent. (Fig. 106 ), 

South transept. Rectangu lar limestone panel decorated on one 

long side and one narrow side in false relief. The long side 

has a crucifix ion and an Ecce Homo separ ated b y a fig ure in 

plate armour who wears a pi sane, carrys a s pear, a nd has a 

s~1ord s uspended from th e ~1aist; the wor d CENNRIO is place d 

horizont a ll y b es ide the figure. On the left Christ i s na i 1 ed 

to a Latin cross with INRI a bo v e. The h ead i s bent to one 

side but the f ace is dama ged. On e ither side of the figu re 
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a re fl y ing angels pulling long s crews from His hands while 

another angel flies upside down below His feet holding a 

cha lice to catch the bl o od. On the left side of the pl a qu e 

the upper part of Christ' s bod y is shown against the c ro ss . 

He is haloed and the h a nd s a re cross ed. Th e re is a n IHS a bove 

and ECCE HOMO below. lns c r ipt ion on scroll beneath : 

TO THEM THAT DEVOUTLY SAY/ V PR~ & V AVE BEFOR THIS/ 

YMAGE AR GRANT XXVl IERS & XXVl □AYES OF PARDON 

The n a rrow side of the stone h a s a depiction of St Michael 

weighing souls <Roe 1976, 262). 

Dims: H. 36 W. 78 T. 18 

Dr a gon panel . 16th cent. <Fig . 107). 

South transept. Sub-rectangular limestone panel d e corated in 

r e lief on two sides . The stone is sharpl y angled on o n e 

narrow side and there is a r e ctangul a r mortice at the bacK. 

The long side has a large winged dragon who s e head i s twisted 

bacK on his body biting the stem of a large leafy s pray . The 

creature h a s fierce claws and a r a i s ed tail which is par tl y 

mi ss ing. The n a r r ow side has a large leaf and a n a nimal head 

f r o m whose mouth spring two s prays of foliage. 

Dims: H. 44 W. 65 T. 23 

Heraldic plaque. 16th c e nt . 

Chapt e r Hou s e. Limes t o n e f ragme nt s plit in tw o h orizon t a ll y . 

Decorated with a h eate r s h aped s hi e ld wi th a c ro ss emblazo ned 

with f ive sc a llops , the ar ms o f bis hop We ll es l ey, a nd It ma y 

• 
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originall y have been part of hi s tomb. Mar gin a l Gothic 

lett e red in s cription in false relief SINIII ?EAAEY. 

Dims: H. 50 W. 36 T. 10 cm. 

FitzGerald 1896-Sc , 314. 

John Ly & Amy FitzGera ld. 1612 

On chancel's north s ide , in collapsed mortuary chapel. 

Coffin-s haped limes tone s l a b de corated in false relief with a 

marginal inscription in Roman capitals and a maltese cross on 

steps . Marginal inscription: 

ORATE PRO ANIMABVS IOHANNIS LY DE RABRID ARMIGER/ ET AMY 

FITZGERALD/ VXORI EIVS/ COMMENDAMVS/ ANIMAS I\OSTRAS IN 

MANVS SALVATORIS DOMINI NOSTRI IESV/ CRISTI 

and on the cross-shaft 

DATVM Vil DIE MAY 1612 IOHANNIS LI. 

INRI over th e cross and NICC .. at the foot. 

Dims: L. 233 w. 78-58 T . 15 cm 

Price 1942, 11-12; FitzGerald 1888-91a , 413. 

Grav e slab . 1616-19. 

Ly ing against the east wall of the cathedral . Fr a gmen t of a 

rectangular s lab deco r a ted in f a lse relief with the Roman 

capitals C.D. and the date 161. Th e fin a l numeral is worn but 

it is either, 6, 8 or 9. Mo s t of the sur face of the ston e is 

gone. 

Dims : H. 48 W. 54 T. 15 cm. 



Ja.mes Fi tzGeral d and Mar y Wog a n. 1618. 

So uth Transept. Rectangular 1 imestone sl a b decorated in low 

f a ls e relief with a cross and a coat of a rms. Th e cross has 

e x p a nded terminals and part of the inscription is c a rrie d on 

the shaft. The a rms are upside down at th e foot of the cross. 

The heater shaped shield is divide d per pale with a cross 

saltire and a motet for a third son in the sinister while the 

de x ter has three birds in chief for Sutton. 

Roman capitals: 

Inscription in 

MISEREMINI MEI MISEREMINI MEI SAL:/ TEMUOS AMICI! MEI 

IESUS : NAM/ MICH! HODIE CRAS UOBIS/ ORATE PRO ANIMABUS 

REDMUNDI F / ITZGERALD ET ANNAE SUTTON U/ XORC ilS EIUS ET 

PRO ANIMABUS IACOBI FITZGE/ ALO ET MARIAE WOGAN UXORIS 

EIUS QUI HOC/ MONUMENTUM FIERI FECERUNT/ IDEM IACOBUS 

OBIIT 24 IUNII 1618. 

Dims: L. 206 W. 76 T. 14 cm. 

FitzGerald 1888-91a, 413-14; Idem. 1910-12, 97. 

Walter Wal sh . 162 l • 

Lar g e rectangular limestone slab missing a t r iangular section 

in the middle. Decorated in relief and false relief with an 

undulating band of foli a ge and a d e piction of St Michae l on 

the right margin , the f o ur evangelists in the corners, and an 

a chievement of a rms at one e n d. Th e f o li a g e a ppe a r s to b e a 

combin a tion of aco r ns, i v y an d vine le av es. St Mich ae l, 

bl o w i ng a trump e t, i s labelled MICHAEL ARCHA. Th e n a me s of 

the evangelists are also in s crib e d. Main ins criptio n i s in 
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Roman capitals, c e ntrall y pl a ced: 

HOC MONUMENTUM/ FIERI FECIT WALTE=/ RUS WALSHAEUS/ 

ARMIGER QUOI\O=/ AM DE KILDARE=/ ORIUNDUS EX A=/ NTIQUA 

PRO SAP=/ ia de casTELHE=/ aliuu O DICTe=/ a fami 1 IAER 

=/ e desmo nd/ shao WA/ ... AL/ ... QUI O=/ biit 12 DIE 

APRILIS/ ANNO DOMINI 1621. 

Dims: L. 220 W. 90 T. 20 cm. 

Pr ice 1942, 11-12; Fit2Gerald 1891-5a, 144-6; J. Assoc. 

Preser vation Memorials Dead Ireland I ( 1888-91), 410-11. 

John Hewe s ton. 1658. 

w al 1 South transept, south wall. Rectangular limestone 

tablet, within a moulded frame set on two consoles. Incised 

inscription in a mi x ture of Roman lettering and script : 

HERE VNDERNEATH LYETH THE BODY OF JOHN HE/ WESTON ESQ HE 

WAS BORNE ATT SETTRINGTON IN/ YORKESHIRE AND DYED THE 2 

DAY OF FEBRU 1658/ AGED 45 YEARES THIS MONUMENT WAS 

ERECTED AS A MEMORIALL OF HIM BY CHRISTIAN HIS WIF BY 

WHOM HE/ HAD ISSUE ONE SONNO AI\O t~O DAUGHTERS THE YO/ 

UNGER DYED THE YERE OF HER AGE AND IS INTER/ ED BY HER 

FatheR 

Dims: L. 114 H. 51 T. 23 cm. 

Kitt s on 1888-91 , 90; Jr!. Assoc. Pr e se r vation Me ms Dea d 6 

( 1904-6), 562. 

Pl a qu e . 1683. 



South Tr ansept. Li mestone bl ocK with an 

in Roman I etters 

inci sed 

WILL L[dJ BISHOP/ OF KILDARE/ AUG 3 1683 . 

Dims : H. 46 W. 46 T. 32 cm. 

Henr y Lyn d a ! I. 1688 

- 219 -

inscription 

Limestone memorial removed from the in t er ior o f th e Ca thedral 

a t the time of the restoration . Now in t.10 pieces, o u t s ide 

the east e n d o f t he chancel. I ncised Roman l ettered 

inscription: 

HERE LYETH ye BODY OF HEN/ RY LYNDALL DESEASED YE 8 DAY/ 

OF APR AND SARAH LYNOALL/ d e CEASED ye 2 1 OF APRIL 1688 . 

Dims : H.39 W. 48 T. 10 cm. 

Fitzgera ld, 1904-6b . 

Uss h e r Belwood. 1691 

Re moved from the c a thedr a l at th e t !me of th e restoration . It 

now lies on the ground at the north s ide of the c a th edral . 

In scription in incised scr ipt an d Roman l e ttering: 

HERE LYETI-l THE/ BODY OF/ USSHER BELWOOD HE DE-ART/ ED 

THI S 14 DAY OF/ JANVARY 169 1. 

Dims : H. 49 W. 6 1 T . 9 cm 

FitzGera ld , 1904-6b . 

Robert Le igh-Col cough. 1695 

On chance l' s north side , i n co ll ap s ed mortuary chapel. 
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Rectangular l imes t one s l ab. 

capitals: 

In c i sed in s cription in Roman 

HERE LYES THE BOOY OF ROBERT/ LEIGH COLCLOUGH ESQ SECOND/ SON 

OF IOHN LEI GH OF RAHTBR IOE/ IN THE COVNTY OF KI LDARE ESQ/ HE 

WAS MARRIED TO MARGARET/ DAUGHTER ANO HEIRESS OF SR CAESAR/ 

COLCLOUGH OF TINTERN BARONETT/ IN THE CDVNTY OF WAXFORO/ HE 

DEPARTED THIS LIFE THE 27 DAY OF MAY 1695. 

Dims: L . 194 W. 98 cm 

FitzGerald 1898-90, 77-8 

Cross shaf t. 17th cent. 

South Transept. Li mestone fragment with a two tiered tenon on 

top. Rath e r worn. The center of o ne face has been removed 

because it was used as a g a tepost in LacKagh . Face 1 : upper 

part of Christ's body, nai led to a plain La tin cross . Face 2 

i s s i mil ar t o fac e 1 but is und amaged. Th e rectangul ar 

above Christ's head has the l e tters M B. Face 

panel 

3 : a 

heater - s h aped sh ield bearing a cross saltire a nd a crescent, 

wi th a small figure below with head t urned side ways . Side 4: 

bl anK heater-shaped s h ield, with a sma ll figur e holding a 

scro ll beloL,. 

Dims : H. 5 1. W. 32 T. 18 cm 

Cross plaque . 17th cent. 

North transept. Small limestone blocK with a Latin cross on a 

s lop ing foot carv ed in high re l ief on one face. The surfac e 

of the cross is decorated in low reli e f with foliage on t he 
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arms , pocKing in the centr e and the shaft has a herring-bone 

pattern. 

Dims : H. 36 W. 22 T. 13 cm. 

Mi s ce 11 aneous 

Paten 1686 

Gilt paten inscribed in Roman capitals 'DEO ET ALTAR! 

ECCLESIAE CATHEDRALIS STAE BRIDGIDAE DARENSIS SACRUM' and in 

small letters on the reverse 'EX UNITIS DEVOTIONIBUS MAXIME 

AMICORUM MICH HEWETSON ET THO. WILSON ILLE PRESBYTER ET 

PREBENDARIUS ECCLESIAE CATHEDRALIS STI PATRIC!! □UBL . HIC AD 

SACRUM DIACONATUS ORDINEM SOLEMN I TUR ADMISSUS DIE 

CONSERRATIONIS HUJUS ECCLESIA, VIZ FESTO STI PETRI 1686. 

FitzGeral d 1910- 12, 87-8 

Seal matri x of Richard Lang 1464-74 <Armstrong 1813, 47-8) 

Medieval floor tiles 

TLJenty-one wo rn 1 ine-impressed tiles were found in the 

cathedra l. Twenty of these are cemented into a wooden frame 

which is Kept in the Chapter House, while No.21 is on display 

in the south tr ansept . Th e f abric is orange in colour an d 

the y are 12 cm s quare and 2.5 cm thicK 

1-6. Part of a four tile pattern, it has a n oaK leaf in the 

co r n e r and tw o sma ll trefoil s and a fleur - de - l ys expanding 

from a dollbl e circle in the centre . There a re tr aces of 

r ed/b ro wn g laz e on fiv e tile s an d ye llo w on one. Three tile s 



are compl e t e a nd t he re are th ree h a lf t i l es 

<Fr a zer 1894 , 136: Fig. 4 ) . 

- .241-

i n the f rame . 

7-11. P a rt of a four tile pattern. Th e c e nt re a nd c o rn e r s 

have an octafo il d es ign wi thin a circul ar b a nd o f a lte rnati n g 

qu a tr e foil s a n d concav e sided r e ct a ngles . Th e r e are t r ac es of 

~Jh i te inlay in the design. On e ti 1 e i s c o mp 1 e te a nd the r e a re 

fou r half tiles. Simil a r to a n ex ample in St P a tric K ' s 

Ca thedral <Oldham, T. n.d., no. 4 ) . 

12-14. Single tile consis ting of a n eight-petall e d f l o wer 

~Jith triangles within a double circl e with a n e l o ngat e d 

trefo il in the corner s . Two c o mplete tiles and one half tile. 

There are f a int trace s o f white / yell o w glaze in the desi g n. 

Similar tile from St Mar y 's Ab be y <Do nnell y 1887, No 4). 

15-16. Two half-tile s with a n oaK leaf in the corner and p a rt 

of a circul a r design which enclosed a geomet r ic pattern. They 

may have been glazed r e d with trace s of white inl ay . They c a n 

b e comp a red with tiles from St Ma r y ' s Abbe y and St. Can ice ' s 

cathedral < Fr a zer 18 95, Fig. 14 ) . 

17. Part of a nine tile p a ttern with a lar g e o aK le a f within 

a c ircle. Traces of r e d / bro~m gl a ze. Simil ar t o e x amp l es f r o m 

St Patric K ' s c a th e dr a l ( Oldham T. n.d . , n o s. 12, 13a) . 

18. Pa rt of a fo u r til e p a ttern co ns isting of a qu a t refoil 

within a double cir c le in t h e co r ne r. Th e r e i s a mo uchet t e 

with t r iang l es in the s p ace s b e tw ee n the e dges o f the ti le 

a nd the c e n tr a l p a t tern which c o n s i s t s o f a b and of 

a l ter n a ti n g quat re f o il s and conc ave sid e d rec t a ngl es . Th e 
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centre of the tile has three trefoil s o n a s ingle s t e m 

ema n at ing fr o m a circular pattern of tri a ngle s a nd convave 

sided r ectangles. Trac es of bro~m gl a z e . Similar to examples 

from St Mary 's Abbe y a nd Gr eeno ge, co. Meath (King 1934 ) . 

19-20. Centre tile o f a nine til e p atter n consisting of a 

central circle with quatrefoil surrounded b y an outer circle 

of alternating oaK leaves and open circ l es. The re ar e two 

complete til es , one of which has traces of y ellow glaze a nd 

the other has blacK inl ay . Similar e xamp l es are Known from 

St. P a tricK's cathe dral, Dublin <Oldham n.d., No.11). 

21. A crowned lion ramp a nt ~ith traces of red glaze <Fig. 

111 ) . 

8. CARMELITE PRIORY 

Thi s prior y , situated wes t of the cathedr a l , was founded 

in 1290 b y Wi 11 i a m de Vesey < Gwynn a nd Ha dcocK 1970, 290 ). 

There a r e few document a r y refe rences to the ex i s tence of the 

house, however. In 1297, Walter , so n of Nicholas the 

chap lain , was accused o f breaK ing into the church (Mi ll s 

1905, 139) ~Jhile in 1310 th ere ~1as a n investigation into the 

theft of a che s t Kep t in •a stone h ouse of the friars" here 

(Wood, Langman and Griffith 19 56 , 158). Wh en it was 

s urr e nde re d in 1539 the prio ry consisted of a church an d 

belfr y , dormitory, hall, two chambers, e t c . < Gw y nn an d 

Ha dcocK 1970, 290) but in 1540 a ll the bu i 1 dings •e x cept t h e 

church a nd a messuage which the f r i ars used as their hal l" 



were burned by 0 Co nchob a ir <Whit e 1943, 167). Th e prior y wa s 

granted to Dav id Sutton in 1543 (7 RDKPRI, 65: no. 345) 

although Gw y nn and Ha dc o cK 1970, 290) s tate that it ~ias 

granted to William DicKson . 

No t race of the priory survive s today but the ruins were 

still standing at the end of the eight e enth century when they 

were drawn by Austin Cooper (Murphy 1896-8, 298; Jrl. Kildar e 

Archaeol . Soc. 15 ( 1971-6), 436 : pl .3, and 490). Cooper's 

drawing shows a roofless singl e - a isled church with two 

pointe d twin-light win d ows in the east wall and three small 

traceried round e ls above. The south wall had si x point e d 

l a ncets and there was a flat linte lled rectangular doorway 

towards the west end. The remains were plotted b y Rocque on 

his map of 1757, and this indicates that the medie v al prior y 

church s tood immediatel y south of the modern Car melite 

chJJrch. 

Monuments 

Six limestone panels are set i nto the north tr a nsept wall 

of the modern Carmelite church. 

Tomb p a nel s . 16th cent . 

Two end panel s sa id to have c o me fr o m the Franciscan f r i a r y 

<Hunt 1974, 160 ) . Anoth e r p ar t of the same t o mb i s in Kild a re 

c a the dral . 

< 1 ) Rect a ng u lar p ane l decor a ted i n de ep f a l s e re li e f with a 

d ep i c tion o f Christ s tripp e d of hi s gar me n t , c ro wne d with 

th o rns a nd th e h a nd s a nd feet a re tie d . I ncise d in Ro man 



capita l s to the right of the figure are the words ECCE HOMO . 

The left side of the stone has a small projecting panel with 

a long stem of foliage. 

Dims: H. 72 W. 66 overall W. of panel 56 cm. 

Hunt 1974 , no.84, pl . 234 . 

(b) Re ctangular p ane l decorated in deep false relief with a 

cr•Jcifix ion in an ogee-headed pane l with hollow spandrel s . 

Christ is na i 1 ed t o a La t in cross, and is f 1 anKed b y John an d 

Mary . 

Dims: H. 73 W. 66 cm. 

Hunt 1974 , no. 83, pl . 233. 

Tomb fragment. 16th cent. 

Narrow broKen panel decorated in deep fal se relief with the 

upper part of a figure holding a patriarchal cross in the 

right h and, se t in an ogee-headed panel wit h undecorated 

spandrels . Said to be from the Franci scan friary <Hunt 1974, 

160, 243). 

Dims: H. 42 W. 29 cm. 

P l aque . 16th cent . 

Rectangular pane l decorated with an animal in high relie f . 

The he a d is turned bacK against the bod y with bared teeth and 

curved snout. The hair a lon g the b acK of the animal i s 

cur l ed, the tail is foliated a nd the feet are clawed. 

Dims : H. 40 W. 60 cm . 

Tomb pane 1 . 16th cent . 



Rectangular panel decorated in re l ief with an undu l ati ng 

grape vine on the l eft and two anima l s . On the right of the 

panel is a centaur-1 i Ke figur e 1Jith a man's he a d and long 

beard, a long necK a nd bod y with two human hind l egs . The 

tail is Knotted and e nd s in a fl e ur-de-lys . In behieen there 

is a small animal,possibl y a monKey, at the base of the 

panel . He has a small round head with long tongue and four 

clawed feet . His two hind legs are curved aro und his necK. 

Th is p a ne 1 is prob ab l :r· part of the same monument as No. 11J0 in 

Ki l dare Cat hedra l . 

Dims : H. 49 W. 61 cm. 

Pl aque. 16th cent. 

Small r ectangular panel deco rated in relief with an angel in 

a round necKed pleate d garment with h an ds joine d and wearing 

a head band with a fleur-de- l ys . Hunt (1974, 

suggests that this is a d e piction of St . 

Gabrie l . 

Dims . H. 29 w. 20 cm 

9. FRANCISCAN FRI ARY 

160: no. 85) 

Michae 1 o r St 

The preci se foundation date of this fri ary i s unKnown but 

it seems t o have been est ab 1 ished e ither in 1254 or 1260 b y 

Gerald FitzMaurice, l ord of Offaly, or by Willi am d e Vesey, 

or possibly both (Gwy n n a nd HadcocK 1970, 252 ) . Royal a lms 

for the f riary are recorded in 1276-80 (36 RDKPR I , 64) . Gwynn 
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an d HadcocK ( 1970, 252 ) state that John FitzThomas, first 

earl of Kildare, ,ias buri e d here in 1316, but it i s certain 

that Thomas, the second earl, ,iho died in 1328, was buried 

here befo re the altar of the chap e l of the Blessed Virgin, 

which h e had built ( MacNioc a i 11 1964a , 97). In 1331 Richard, 

th e third earl, was buri e d on his right, before the altar 

St. John ( Ma cNioca ill 1964, 97), 1.1hile in 1359, J o h a nna 

of 

de 

Burgo , Thomas' wid ow , was buried bes id e him (Gilbert 1884, 

ii, 393). Mu rph y ( 1896-8 , 301-2) has suggested that eight 

earls of Kildare were buried in the fri ary during th e Middle 

Ages. On its su rrender in 1539 the friary contained a church 

and belfry, a dormito ry, a hall, three chambers, a Kitchen 

and a cemetery ( Gw ynn and HadcocK 1970, 252) but the e x tent 

drawn up in 1540 noted that al 1 the buildings, e xcept the 

church and two-thirds of the cl o ister, had been burnt b y 0 

Conchob a ir in that year (White 1943, 166). The friar y was 

granted to Davi d Sutton in 1543 ( 7 RDKPRI, 65: no. 345 ) . 

Matthews, writing in 1629, record s tha t the friary was 

destroyed in 1547 but th is i s probabl Y a mistaKe for 1540 

(Jennings 1934, 150 ) . He a lso noted that the chu r ch h a d be en 

r epaire d b y the Fra ncisca ns in 1621. 

Description ( Fi gs . 113 - 14 ) 

The ruine d an d overgrown remains of the church are 

situat ed in l ow- l y ing ground , south-west of the town, within 

a sub-rectangu lar grav e y ard . Th e remains consist of a n ave 

and chancel c hurch, whic h had a side-chapel on the north 
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side, and the earthworK traces of the claustral buildings in 

the field to the south. Austin Cooper' s drawing of 1791 

shows that it had one, and perhap s two, shallow transepts, 

and the north transept opened int o the north chapel <Murphy 

1896-8 , 300). The fabric of the chur c h is mainly of 

thirteenth centur y date. On analogy with Kildare cathedral it 

would seem that the buttresses were added on the north side 

during the fourteenth century, probably at the time the north 

chapel ~1as built, bet~ieen 1316 and 1328. The east wind ow and 

probabl y the west window were inserted in the fifteenth 

century. The masonry consists of roughly coursed 

and no visible quoins or jambs are present. 

limestone 

The Chancel 

The gabled east wall stands to a height of about 10 m. 

Both Cooper and Grose show that it had a pointed window with 

switchline tracery but no trace of this survives. The granite 

sill of what appears to be a larger window of earlier date, 

is present externally at the north end of the wall. The east 

wall buttresses have c o ll a psed and the internal facing of the 

LJ a 1 1 is miss in g be l ow the w ind ow • There is a w al l n i ch e so me 

qe,cm above present ground level in the north side of the 

wall. Th e internal ground level has been raised considerably 

b y collapse. Th e north wall stands to a h eight of a bout 8 m 

a t it s east end. It was supported b y free-standing 

rect angu lar b uttresses which have become dislodged from the 

wall with the passage of time, and are se parate from it b y as 

much as q0cm. Traces of a weathering surv i ve on the western 



two butresses. The nor th wall was lit by six narrow lancets 

all of which are now in bad condition. Thei r jambs have been 

removed and only two retain their pointed rear arches. One 

splay alone survives of the eastern two lancets. On e s id e o f 

a cusped arch with concave an d rounded moulding survives near 

the east end , set into the wall at ground level. Th e stone i s 

tufa and the piece may be re-used. At the base o f the east 

end wall is an opening but the internal line of the wall is 

recessed indicating a wall niche which would have matched 

that in th e south wa ll. Almost directl y overlooKing the side 

ch ape 1 is a smal 1 sp 1 ayed opening. The south wal 1 survives in 

two sections. At it s junction with the east wall it stands to 

a height of 3m for a distance of 3m. The middle section is 

largel y rebuilt and stands to a height of 1.5m. The 1Jal l 

forms the southern boundar~· of the g raveyard and it has been 

considerably refaced. Close to the east end is a s hallow 

round a rched niche 1.6m in length and 30cm deep. The jambs 

have been removed but the niche still retains plaster. 

The northern side-chapel 

Nothing remains of this chapel, dedicated to the Blesse d 

Virgin, but Cooper's drawing shows that it h a d a pointed 

window. Immedi ate l y east of the chapel site is a depression, 

some 2 m d eep . This h as a wall on its east s ide, 3 .50m in 

l e ngth an d 1. 50 high, and a nother on th e west, 2m long and 2m 

high. Both walls contain a pointed arch and may form part of 

th e mon astic drain. 

Th e Nave 



The western Sm of the north wall stands to a height of 

7m. There may have been a wall cupboard at the west end of 

the wall but a vertica l section of the internal wall facing 

h as co llapsed concealing it. Les s than half of the west wal l 

survives and the south-west corner has been entirely rebuilt . 

The northern half of the gable survives to a height of 

between 8 and 10m. The northern splay of the we s t window 

survives but its jambs are missing. The west end of the south 

wall has a maximum height of 4m. There are three round arched 

niches in the wall. Th e eastern one is the largest, 2.76m in 

length, 1.85m abo v e present ground l eve l and 41cm deep. The 

centre recess is 2.46m long, 44cm deep and 1.25m above ground 

level. The western one is 1.66m long, 44cm deep and 75cm 

above the ground. Ex ternally the roofline of the cloister is 

visible near the western end. 

The claustral remains 

The se are confined to the area imediately south of the 

church . The main earthworK consists of a rectangular 

enclosure 15.5 by 4.4m and enclosed by grass covered wall 

footings c.75cm high. The northern banK is 1.5m away from the 

south wal 1 of the church. Two sectio ns of the wal 1 

foundations are e x posed on the south and east. They are built 

of rough l y coursed mortared limestone. The section on the 

e as t measures 2.5 b y 0.79m, and is faced on both sides . It 

has the return of an internal cross wall 70cm wide and 50cm 

in length. In the angle between the walls there is red bricK 

bl o cKing. The s outh end of this wall is squared off and may 
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denote an entrance. The southern section is 4.9m long, 40cm 

high and 82cm wide. 

Othe r Features 

East of the claustral remains are two low mounds of unKnown 

function. South-west of the church is a s lightl y r a i sed area. 

In the north-west corner of the field, north-west of the 

church, is a large rai sed rectangular platform, probably of 

modern origin. 

Friars We 11 

South-west of the f riary is a pond labelled by the O.S. map 

as Fria r' s We 11. It .iou 1 d appear to have formed in 10.1 1 y ing 

ground on the course of a small stream. 

10, NUNNERY OF ST. BRIGID DE FIREHOUSE 

The pre-Norman monastery of Kildare was primaril y a 

communit y of nrJns and it is clear that th is survived until 

the Dis so lution of the monasteries. Practically nothing is 

Known of this religious house during the Middle Ages, 

however, apart from the suggestion that St. Laurence O'Toole 

persuaded the nuns to accept the Arroasian observance after 

1171 <Gwynn and Ha dcocK 1970, 320). The monastic e x tent made 

at th e time of the Dissol ution noted that the precincts 

contained a small castle or fortilage with a chapel, and that 

it ,ias farmed by Francis Cosby and Raymond Oge (FitzGera ld ) 

in 1548 <Whit e 1943 , 163-4). The nunnery was leased to 
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Redmund F it:.:Gerald in 1574 ( 12 ROKPRI, 123: no. 2421), a nd 

g r anted to Anthony Oeeringe in 1584 < 15 ROKPRI, 73: no. 

4575 ) . 

The community was associated with a perp e tual fire, first 

described by Giraldus Cambrensis in the late twelfth century , 

and possibl y a survival from a pre-Christian sanctuary. 

Giraldus described the fire as h a ving burned since the tirne 

of Brigid; it wa s surrounded b y a circular hedge or screen 

made of wattles and tended b y nineteen nuns who Kept it 

perpetuall y alight ( O'Mear a 1982, 81-2) . Henry of London, 

archbishop of Dublin , is said to hav e ordered the fire to be 

e x tingui s hed in 1220 when he ~1as papal legate but GlJynn and 

HadcocK < 1970, 320) doubt the accuracy of th is tradition. In 

1395 the community ~,as addressed as the "prioress and convent 

of St. Br igid de Fyrehouse of Kildare", which would suggest 

that the tradition of the fire continued into the later 

Middle Ages <Tresham 1828, 154: no . 4 7 ) • Ho l i n shed ' s Irish 

Chronicle, first published in 1577, contained an account by 

Richard Stanihurst which noted that he had visited at Kildare 

•a monument lyKe a vaute, which to this day they ca l l the 

firehou s e" <Miller a nd Power 1979, 68) . The foundations of a 

s ma l l squ a re s tone structure in the cathedral chu r ch y a r d are 

t r aditionally stat e d to b e the remains of the fire - h o use 

(Craig 1931, 25 - 6) . A number of old dr a wings show an old 

structure in thi s pos ition with a west gable sta nding t o a 

height o f bet ween three and four me tres , an d h av i n g a ragged 

op e ning , presuma bl y th e re ma in s o f a window. There is no 

cle a r ev idence, howeve r , t o indicate th a t this trad i tion i s 
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correct and the name ' Fi re castle' shown to the west of the 

c at hedral chur c h yard o n Rocque's map o f 1757, suggests that 

th e nunnery either occu p ied this position or was cl ose to it . 

11. CHURCH OF ST. MARY MAGDALEN 

The e x istence of this church is evidenced by a si n gl e 

r eference in 1307 which de s cribe d the church as standing 

the entry to Kildare " < Mil ls 19 14, 5 14) • A document of 

"in 

1684 

de s c r ibes Magdalen Hill as "l yin g in the high way to the 

Cur rag h , being a n ol d Windmill Stead t h e stone walls of an 

o l d r uined h ouse" < BM Harl . Mss. 7200). The dedica tio n to St . 

mary Magdalen, t oge the r with its l ocat io n o utsid e the town, 

indicate s th a t this was the site of a hospital. 

12. SUBURBS 

The ear lies t re f eren ce to e x t ra mural hab itation a t 

Kildare occurs in 1674 when the e x istence of a suburb west of 

Clare Gate i s n o t ed <PRONI , 0.3078/ 2 /3/ 5 ) . 

13 . MI SCELLANEOUS 

Beech Grove. Fol l y . 

Eas t side of Chaplin's Lan e , near the corner with Dublin 

Street . □ -shaped turret and l ength of wa ll i ncorpor a ting 

medie v al windows and .1indow jamb s . T,io ogee-headed chamfered 
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limes to ne windows, one of which has hol low spandrel s . Five 

incompl ete rectangular gr a nite windows . Two have r ounded 

Jambs whil e the r ema inder are chamfered . Th ese may have been 

r emove d from the castle. 

Monuments in Mar Ke t House. 

A thirteenth ce n tur y inc ised effigial slab from Castledillon 

<Hunt 1974, no. 77), a FitzGerald mantlepiece date d 1619, a 

1 imestone plaque bearing the FitzGerald coat of arms dated 

1602, and a pl aque dated 1620, all of which were brought to 

Kildar e fr om Ball ys hannon Castle, near Kilcullen. 

14. LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

1. Bronze axe "curious 1 >' engraved on both sides•. Found at 

Kildare. Cat . Nel igan Coll. < 1853 ), lot 4. 

2. Br onze palstave. Probabl y from Kildare town. NMI P1953!34. 

3-4. Two bronze spearheads. From near Kildare. NM I 1868: 265, 

273. 

5. Bronze socKe ted a x e. Fou n d at Kild a r e . NMI S.A. 1927:59. 

Report of the Nat ion al Museum of Ire 1 and . . . . 1927-28, 14 . 

6. Hoard o f thirt y -four Anglo-Saxon c oins, deposited c. 99 1. 

Found near Kildare. Tw ent y - five in NMI: S.A. 

Hal 1 1973-4, 79. 

7 . Hoar d o f Hiberno-Norse b racteates <at 

1927 : 103 - 27 . 

least six ) , 

deposite d c .1135. Fo u nd in e x c a v ations beneath the floor o f 
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the Round Tow er, K i ldare, C . 1840, NMI. Petrie 1845, 210; 

Do l l e y 1966, 84 -6 . 

8 . Bronze sticK pin . Found near Kildare, 1854 . Roya l 

Museum, Toronto. P ryor 1976, 75-88 : no . 23 . 

ARCHAEOLOGI CAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL 

Th e Problems 

Kildare i s important to archaeological research 

it is an examp l e of an early ecclesiastica l si t e 

Ontario 

bec ause 

lJh ich 

de v e l o ped into an Anglo-Norman marKet t own. Th e desc r iption 

of Ki l dare b y the seve nth century writer Cogitosus is perhaps 

the b est Known a ccount of the ur b an functions o f an early 

monastery . Tenth century references to the 

flag- s tone' an d to a combmaKer 's worKshop 

' street of the 

reinforce this 

picture o f a monasti c t own . Kildare was one of the ear liest 

to h ave bases of Anglo -No rman activity and it appears 

functioned for some time as the cap ital of William Marshal 1 's 

north Leinster l or d ship. This transition from monastic town 

to a chartered incorporated town is sign i ficant because 

which possesses undisputed Ki ldare i s one of the few sites 

evidenc e for th i s process. It is possible that prehistoric 

evidence may also lie within t h e town becau s e it has 

frequentl y be e n suggested that the church of Brigid re pl aced 

the shrine of a pre-Christian goddes s . Surpr i sing l y l ittle i s 

Known of the town in the late r Middle Ages but it witnessed 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

new growth in the s i x teenth century, initiall y as a result of 

patronage b y the ear ls of Kildare and subsequentl y from the 

Dub 1 in government. In s•.Jmmary, the of the mo d er n 

town is cl ear ly an ancient one 

ancestry 

and the pro blem for 

archaeology is t o ensure that Ath y's archaeologica l 

is properl y protected fro m interfe r ence by 

developments and recorded in advance of destruction. 

Doc u mentar y sources for Kildare are few befo re 

further information on the earl ;, growth of the town 

heritag e 

modern 

1700 and 

is most 

liK e l y to come from archaeological excavation . The top ography 

of the town poses a number of spec if ic problems which req•J ire 

so l ving. 

The precise extent of the earl y ecclesiastical enclosures 

i s unKnown and their outline on Fig. 85 only represe n ts a 

calculated guess. It is possible, for instance, that there 

was a l arge outer enclosure stretching f rom Bohereenagor r a n d 

the Shraud in the north, to Beech Grove on the east, and to 

S t. Brigid's Sq and Convent Rd. on the south . Sarr~ replann ing 

may have occurred i n the late se ven teenth or early 

eighte e nth century, particularl y i n MarKet Square. 

Ex cavation s in the s qu a re would be very imp or t an t b e c ause 

this could determine wh e ther it is of Earl y Ch r istian origin, 

as Swan has suggested, or not . 

Knowledge of h ousin g i n the town prio r to 

s 1 ight. The e x cavation of houses is impor t ant 

th e informa tion which it s h e d s on the for m and 

1700 i s very 

not onl y for 

typo log y of 

th e houses but a l so be cause it enab I es compariso n s to be 



drawn w i th h ouses Known f r om o th e r p ar t s of Ir e l an d a nd 

Brita in, p e rmitting a b et t er KnotJ 1 e dg e o f th e q uali t y o f 1 ife 

in K ilda re bef o re 1700. Ex aminat io n of hou s i ng wo uld p rovide 

c l ear evid e n ce f o r the nature of th e tr a n sit io n f ro m 

pre-No rman to Ang l o-Norma n time s . 

Surp r i s ingl y large p ar ts o f the c a stl e s u rv i ve s h o w i ng 

that it ~Jas a s•J bstantial structu re . It is uncl e a r , h o wever, 

whethe r its 1 ay out i s of thi r t een th o r fift eenth ce n tur y 

origin. Ther e may be traces of the s ugge s t e d motte belo LJ 

grou n d l e v el and it would be important t o pog raphic a ll y to 

det er mine if the c a s t l e was surr o unded on all 

moat, and i f so, of LJh a t LJ idth. 

s ide s b ;.• a 

The course of the town defence s i s ve r y s p e culative and 

the out l ine suggested abo v e needs to be tes ted b y e x cavati on 

in order to determine wh e ther it is cor r ect or not . The r e i s 

a s tr o ng possibility tha t th e bo•Jndar ies of the e a rl y 

e cclesiastic a l enclo s ure were inc o rporated into the later 

medi e val defences but th i s i s a theor y which can onl y b e 

clarified b y e x c avation. Mural towers may b e disco v ered a nd 

the foundations of the gateho uses may a l s o s ur v i v e b e lo w 

s treet l eve l. Ex cav ation is 1 i Ke l y to r ev e a l t r ace s o f the 

defences bec a u s e eve n where the wa ll, or r a mp a rt, h a s been 

re moved it i s 1 i Ke 1 y th a t a d itch wo uld s u r v i v e int a ct . 

K i 1 d a.re cathedra l is th e mos t i mpo r tant ecclesias tic a l 

s it e in the c o unt y a nd while the op por t u n i t y t o e x c avate 

important withi n t h e church y a r d is u n liKe l y t o ar i se , 

e vi d en c e f o r the layou t of the ear l y mo n a s t ery i s 1 i Ke l y t o 
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s ur v i v e in the a r e a imme d i a.te l y outsi d e the ch ur ch yard . He r e, 

sma ller o r ator ies, house s and sc h o o ls would h ave b een bui l t. 

Th e Francisc a n fri a r y , south of the town , t h e Carme l i te 

fri a r y a nd St . Brigid's n u nner y were l o cated wi thin their o wn 

pr e cinc t s and i t is important to remembe r that t h ese ~1 e re 

l arg e build i ng 

cloist e r, b u t 

comple x e s, havi ng not o n l ►' a chu r ch a nd 

rang e s o f domestic build i ng s as ~i e 1 l • 

Ex cav ation in these areas i s s ignific a nt not o n l y f o r the 

a rchitec t ura l i n format i on it wi l l y ield on how the f or m o f 

the bui l dings changed t h rough time but a l s o b e c a u s e the 

e x cav ation o f a medie v al c emetery , such as a t S t. He 1 e n I s, 

Yor K , c an p r o v ide o therw i se u nobt a inab l e i nfo r mation a bout 

he a l t h , diet, mo rt a l it :,, r a tes and disease amo n g the 

inh a bita n t s of medie v a l Kildare . The site of St . Br igid' s 

n u n n er y h as r emained e l usive but e x cav ation on th e 

th e ' F ire Cast l e' might uncov e r section of it. 

site of 

The presenc e of a d istinct b1.irgag e Pl o t pattern at the 

e as t e nd of Dub li n Street s uggest s an e x pansion o f the t own 

in thi s a r ea during t he seventeen th centur y . The p o ss ibilit y 

o f e x tra - mura l s ubur b s in thi s the vicin i t y o f the Car me l it e 

a nd Franci scan fri ar i es, at a n ear l ie r d a te , s hould a l so b e 

b or n e in mi n d. 

Arc haeo lo g ic a l P o ten ti a l 

Ar c h aeo lo gy d o e s n o t c ons is t so l e l y o f e x cav at i on nor 

d oes it st op at ground l eve l . Th e arc h aeo l ogical ev i dence f or 

Ki ldare ' s pas t compr i ses a ll th e p h y s ic a l remains of man ' s 



a cti v ities on the s it e o f the t ow n, fro m it s Ea rl y Ch rist i a n 

b e ginni n gs 

p a ttern, 

con s titut e 

until the p r esent d ay . 

pr o per t y bounda ri es and 

the uppermo s t lev el s o f 

Th e s u rv i v i n g s tr ee t 

s t a nding buildings 

the arc h a e ol o gi ca l 

stratigraphy, a nd a ll a r e rel e vant to th e s tud y of the t o wn' s 

past. Documentar ;· e v idence al s o play s a rol e in 

reconstructing the histor y of earl y Kild a re, but fo r the wide 

range of huma n a ctivit y omitted from the writte n a cc o unts and 

f or the ear I ;· periods document at ion is slight, 

archaeology is our on 1 y sou r ce of information. The evidence 

of a r chaeolog y and topograph y , of architecture and of 

d o cume nt s , is complementar y ; e a ch gain s from the e x istence of 

the others and the unr e corded dest ru ction of one fo r m of 

e v id e nce not only remo v es part of a town' s archiv e but also 

diminishes the u s efulness of those which are pres e rved. 

The survey of its archaeolog y indicates that K i ldare is a 

fine e x ample of a e a rl y town. The onl y standing buildings of 

p r e-1700 date are the cas tle, cathedral and Franciscan 

friar y . With thes e e x ceptions the destruction of buildings 

abo v e ground has been total. Arch aeologic a l l a yer s hav e been 

dest r o ye d b y the const r uction of ce 11 ar s a nd sub s t a nti a l 

houses on the st r e e t front a ges, and b y the co ns tru ctio n o f 

hous ing es t a t es ~Jithin the ar e a of the e arl y mona.st i c 

enclo s ur es during the p as t thi r t y y e a rs. Comp a ri son of the 

a e ria l ph o to gr aph s < Figs . 8 4, 89) w ith the mo d ern bu i lt - up 

a r e a s how s th e c o n s iderabl e ch an g es whi c h h ave oc cu r r e d in 

the p a s t t wen t y y ears alo n e. Th e a rea west o f th e Co u r t House 

h a s b een l eve lled r ecen tl y, p o s s ibl y remov ing par t of th e 



I 

' I 
' I 
' I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

c a stle ~iall, a nd archa eologic a l lay e rs were e x posed in the 

secti o n at the n o rth end of that site in s ide the cas tl e wa ll. 

A hou s ing 

north-e ast 

e s tate , 

of 

being 

Beech 

bu i 1 t at pr e s e nt 

Grov e may al s o 

archae ological deposits, particularl y if there 

in the fi e ld 

hav e 

wa s 

re mov e d 

a lar ge 

out e r enclo s ure to the Ea rl >' Ch ristian settlement, a s Swan 

has s uggested . Despite this large-scale interferenc e it is 

1 i Kel y that deposits survive intact behind the 

front a ge s . The open p l ot of ground between the 

church y ard and Lourdesville is potentially a ver y 

arch a eological site, b e c a use of its prox imity 

st r eet 

cathedral 

important 

to the 

c a thedr a l, and should not be built upon . There is a l so open 

ground a.t the south-t,1est side of Cl a re Gate Street and much 

of the ground west of Academy Street has good archaeological 

potenti a l. The r e i s, then, a good l iKe l iho od of recove ring 

h o use fo un dations, refuse pits, indus trial areas, and 

~io r Kshop s of Earl y Hi s t o ric, medi e val and seventeenth century 

d a te within the town. 

ARCHAEOLOGY, PLANNING ANO DEVELOPMENT 

It i s e v id e nt from the for e going that a rc haeo log y i s a n 

importan t me a n s of learning a bout K ildare's p a st and of 

u nd e rst a nding the ch a r a c ter a nd detailed f o rm o f the town 

tod ay . This is mor e tha n jus t 

withou t an a pp reciation of the 

an academ ic p 1.1 r s u it b ecau se 

factors 

K ildare's p rese nt character , s t e p s t a.Ke n 

c h aracter wil l not be wh o ll y e f fec ti v e , 

which 

to 

h ave 

c onse r ve 

s h a p ed 

tha t 

o r worse , f eatu res 
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b as ic t o it s un i que ide nt i t y ma y be unw ittingl y d es t r o yed. 

The pro t ec t ion o f bu r i e d ar c haeo l o gi ca l evidence p r es e n ts 

ser i ous p roblems fo r not o nl y is t here t h e press ur e o f 

r e d e vel opment a nd the hig h va l lle of urb an p rope r tie s wit h 

which t o conten d , b u t th e s it es th emselve s are o ft en 

diff icult t o d ef in e o r eva l u ate; thei r full arch aeo l o g ical 

potential may on l y b e c ome a p pare nt wh en a n e x c avation is 

u n d er t a Ke n in ad v a n ce of d eve lopme nt or b y obse rvat i o n s ma d e 

~Jhile de v elopme nt i s i n p rogress . It i s c r u c i a l, the ref o re , 

th a t a concer t e d e f f o rt s h ou ld be made to s a f eguard its 

ar ch a e o l o gica l he r ita ge a nd that a dequ a te prov isio n is mad e 

f o r in v e s tigation i n a d van c e o f any r e d eve l o p men t . Thi s i s 

bes t a chie v ed b y ma.K ing the r ealis a ti o n o f K i 1 dar e 's 

a rch ae ological poten tial one of the objectiv e s of its 

d eve lopme nt plan. The objective may then be a ch iev ed b y 

j udiciou s us e o f pl a nning c onstr a int s a nd b y c o ndition s 

a tt a che d t o planning cons ents. 

Are a of Ar chaeolog ic a l Pot e nti a l 

Th e s h a d e d p o rti o n o f the a ccompan y ing map ( Fig. 11 5) 

d e limi t s th e ar ea o f arch aeological p otentia l 

K ildare . Th is compr i s e s the 

me di eva l town, t he area 

s ug g es t e d 

of t h e 

wa ll ed 

ear l y 

w i th i n mode rn 

area o f the 

ec l es i as ti cal 

enc losures, an e x t ens i o n to the west t o i nclude a p o ssib l e 

s ub ur b aroll nd the Carme li ta fr i ary, and an e x tens i on t o 

sou th to include the Franciscan f r i ary . On t h e east s i de 

t he t own t h e shaded area h as b e e n e x t ended to i n cl ude 

t he 

of 

the 
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seventeenth century suburb along Dublin Street, 

the possibility that a large outer 

this area, as Swan has suggested. 

 

enclo s ure 

- .. U,2-

as well as 

Incorporated 
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KILKEA 

KilKea is a townland in south co unt y Kildare, 5 Klm 

north-west of Castledermot and 8 Klm south-east of Athy, 

which ls drained by the river Greese, a tributary of the 

Ba rr o1.1, Ronan C 194 la, 49, n. 153) explains KilKea a3 a 

corruption of Cill Caoide , "the church of Caoide " . 

Alternatel y, however, Hogan C 1910, 179 ) has suggested that 

the original name was Cel 1 Cai. Whate1Jer the precise 

et ymo log y the narM indicates that it was the s ite of a 

pre-No rman church, Noth i ng is Known o f this early 

ecclesias tical settlement, howeve r , a nd despite the e x istence 

of a handful of prehistoric finds, the earliest evidence for 

substantial settlement occurs in An glo-Norman times. 

MEDIEVAL KILKEA 

KilKea formed part of the territory of Omurethi CUi 

Muireada igh ), granted b y Strongb o w to Walter de Ridelsford 

during the ear l y 1170s <Orpen 1892 , l l . 3096 - 9) . Or p e n 's 

( 1907 , 248: 1911 -20, i, 386) s1Jggestion that the castle built 

for de Ridelsford at or near 'Tri s terd ermot', was in fact 

l ocated at KilKea has been accepted by all authorities . In 

particular, t h e fact that the de Ride l sford fief 1.1as 

subs equentl y Known as the barony of Ki l Ke a is strong evidence 

that Ki l Kea , rather than Castledermot, was the manorial 

centre ( Otway - R•Jthven 198 1 , 170-1) . Th e ear liest reference to 



the borough of Kil Kea occurs in 1280 but it i:i 1 iKely to have 

been in existence from the beginning of the thirteenth 

century < Sweetman 1875-86, ii, 379: no, 1801). A reference to 

the provost of KilKea in 1305 shows that the borough had a 

municipal authority. 

There is no c lear statement of the number of burgages but 

some approximations can be made from the available 

information, In an extent of 1311 the burgesses and cottiers 

of KilKea paid a rent of 13s, 8d, for the King's portion and 

18s . 3d. for Sir John Wogan 's port ion <Whit e 1932, 13, 16), 

This gives a total of 32s. and represents a half-yearly 

return, indicating a yearly rent of about 64s. Unfortunately 

we have no way of Knowing how much was the burgesses' rent 

and how much the cottiers . The dower assigned to Anastasia, 

widow of Dav id Wogan, in 1418 included 13s. 4d. burgage rents 

in KilKea (Tres h am 1828, 223: no . le). This may be presumed 

to be one-third of 40s., suggesting a total of forty burgages 

at that time. The latest reference to the borough occurs in 

1422 <ibid.) and its continued ex i stence beyond the fifteen th 

century is a matter of doubt. During the sisi x teenth and 

seventeenth centuries all references are to the castle which 

had become an important seat of the ear l s of Ki ldare. The 

Civil Survey of 1654 mentions only the castle (Simington 

1952, 118 ) but the Census of 1659 returns a re l ative l y high 

popu l ation of 107 there (Pender 1939, 404), 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 
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1 • SITE OF BOROUGH 

2. MOTTE 

3. CASTLE 

4. CHURCH 

5. OTHER SITES 

6. MISCELLANEOUS 

7. LIST OF STRAY FII\OS 

t. S ITE OF BOROUGH 

No eart hw orKs survive to show the exact site of the 

borough but it may be pres1Jmed that it was in the immediate 

vicin ity of the castle. An abandoned road is visible from the 

air, running north-east from the eastern end of the 

churchyard towards Ki l Kea bridge where part of it is still in 

use. It is perhaps worth noting in this regard that two 

sherds of medieval pottery were picKed up, as surface finds, 

close to the bridge in the field south-west of the formal 

garden. 

2, MOTTE 

Giraldus Cambrensis records that a castle was constructed 

for Walter de Ridelsford in 1181 ( Scott and Mart in 1978, 195) 

and, as has been outlined above, it can be 

the matte at KilKea. Littl e is Known of 

identified with 

its subsequent 

history, however, and t he next reference to the castle does 

not occur until 1356 when Thomas de RoKeb y , Justiciar of 



Ireland, died there (Gilbert 1884, ii, 393; Butler 1842, 

149). The motte formed part of an impor t ant manor wh !ch 

Passed to the Wog ans in 1305 (Swee tman 1875-86, v, no. 411). 

KilKea was still held by the Wogans in 

256: no. 31) but nothing is Known of 

1435 C Tr esham 1828, 

it during the later 

fifteenth century and by 1525 it belonged to the earls of 

Kildare (Hamilton 1860, 5). The best explanation of this 

transfer is Ell is' < 1985, 65-6) theory that south Kildare was 

overrun by the Irish after the destruction of Castledermot 

c .1443 and the area did not return to the control of the 

Dublin government until the earl of Ki ldare mounted a virtual 

reconquest of the area in the 1480s. It is probable that, 

1 iKe Castledermot, Kil Kea came into the possess ion of the 

earl of Kildare through the act p assed by the lr ish 

parl lament in 1483, which granted all the 'waste land' 

between Cal verstown and Leighlinbridge to him (Ellis 1985, 

65; Bryan 1933, 60-1). 

An account of 1418 l ists a number of buildings on the 

manor , providing a visual image of it at th is time < Tres h am 

1828, 222: no. le>. These included the Knight's chamber 

(probabl y a hall>, a buttery, two smal l chambers in tl1e White 

tower with a ce ll ar on the west, the new orchard, a slated 

barn on the north, a Kitchen, a chape l, a prison, a baKehouse 

with its oven, the new worK at the baKehou s e, "lez zat>·s" 

c?zetis, ' towers'), the vicar's chamber, the cowhouse with a 

smal l chamber at the l ong-stable, and the long-stable itself. 

These details indicate that there was a sizeable comple x of 

buildings around the castle. 



Des er ipt ion < F 19. 118) 

Round conical tree-covered mound, broad and relatively 

low, surrounded by a ditch and banK. It tapers from a basal 

diameter of 49 by 47.5 m to 23.3 by 24.3 m at the summit, 

which is enclosed by a low banK, 3.5m wide and 80 cm high. 

The mound ranges between Band 10m in height. Most of the 

summit is covered by a domed mound, 21m in diameter and 3m 

high which appears to be of modern origin. The enclosing 

ditch at the base o-f the mound is 5 . 5m wide and 2m in maximum 

depth. The ditch is absent on the south. A counterscarP banK 

9m wide and lm high on average is present on the west and 

north-west. 

3. STOf\E CASTLE 

The exact construction date of this castle is unKnown but 

surviving -features and those doc•Jmented be-fore the 1849 

restoration indicate a -fifteenth century date. Its size 

indicates that it was intended to -function as a large 

manorial castle and it is l iKely that it was constructed by 

the great earl of Kildare in the years after 1483. The cas·tle 

was forfeited a-fter the rebellion o-f SilKen Thomas and not 

restored to the K 11 dares •Jnt i l 1552 <Morrin 1861, 263). It 

was garrisoned during the Baltinglass rebellion of 1580 

<Hamilton 1867, 268) and was oc,:up ied by Confeder a te -forces 

in 1645-7 (Maha-ff y 1903, 47 , 649, 728), In the Civil Surv e y 

o-f 1654 the castle was valued at ~100 ( Simington 1952, 118) 

and in 1661 it was the residence o-f the dow a ger countess of 
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Kildare (Mahaffy 1805, 208), After 1668, however, the castle 

was leased to tenants ( FitzGera l d 1886-Bc, 18-20 ) , In 1848 

the castle was heavil y restored by the then dYKe of Leinste r 

and became a residence for the Ki l dares once again, remaining 

in their hands unt 11 1860. Its roost famous occupant was the 

ant i quar y Lord Walter FitzGerald who 

u nt i l 1823. 

lived here from 1889 

Description ( Figs. 117-23) 

The castle is s ituated on fairl y le ve l g roun d on the 

right banK o f the river Greese , about 100m south-east of the 

motte. It appears to be built on slightly higher ground than 

the matte, but thi s may be due to a build - up of g round level 

within the castl e complex . The masonry consists of uncoursed 

1 ime s tone with r o ughl y dressed quoins. Most of the cut stone 

in the doors and jambs was inserted in the 1848 restoration. 

The interior has also been extensively altered but plans of 

the castle predating t his survive, allowing the pre-1 8 49 

appearance of the cast l e to be reconstructed in the following 

descripti on and accompanying p l ans. lt i s a composite 

str1.1cture, consisting of thre e main elements : ( 1) a Keep at 

the south-west corner; ( 2) a gatehouse on the north; ( 3) a 

central range of two floo rs running 

between the Keep and the gate ho us e. 

east-west interposed 

The presence of an 

original ang le loop in the NW tower , s imi 1 ar to ones in 

White's Castle, Athy, and Kildare Cast l e, suggests that this 

cas tle ,Jas bu i 1 t at the time of the taKeover of Kil Kea b y 

Gearoi d Mor, earl of Ki ldare, in the late 15th century . 
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Later, t :he, main e,nt:ra.nce of t:he castle i.ias shifted from the N 

to the S side and a square tower added in the angle between 

the Keep and the central range on the S to hold a staircase, 

resul t ing, in extensive remode.11 in,g: o-f the W part of the 

interior . l'his may h ,a.ve ta.Ken p-lace in the later sixteenth or 

early seven t eenth centuries when KilKea was a principal 

residence of the earls of Kildare. 

Keep 

R'o,ughly· square ~J, ith ba.tter·e.d base. and e x ternal dimensions of 

10.5m CN-S> by S.2m <EW>, and walls averaging 1.70-1.9:Sm in 

thicKness. A new entrance and stair tower was added on the 

north-east side, probably in seventeenth century. The 

ground floor was divided into, tw,o par al 1 e 1 barrel-vaulted 

chamb•ers: by a central w,a[l running, NS, now largel y removed. 

The eas.t chamber had splayed rectangular loop s in the Sand E 

walls, and parallel-sided doorway s in the N and W walls. The 

1.1est charnb,er ha,d loops. in the t,~ and· S wal 1 s, that in the S 

b,eing a cruc:ifo.rm g,un lo,op. The N par t of the W wall was set 

bacK 20cm internally. l'he first fI.oor was a single chamber 

s ·.1 by 5.8'm. The E w.all ha.d a large splayed pointed window 

with pointed rear arch: the S wall had a large splayed 

rectangular window, and narrowed internall y by 45cm E of the 

~indow, The W wall had a fireplace, originally having a 

m.antlep iece, dated 1573, and a larg,e splayed rectangular 

w: indo1,; the. N tl all is, a recent addition . The second floor had 

b,ee,n divided into• 1:wo rooms b y a recent part it ion running 

E - W,; th,e• E wal I had a mural chamber- LJ ith a splayed loop in 
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its E wall and an opening to the N onto the stair tower. S 

t~al I had a fireplace and rectan gu, lar l"ecess; W wall had t1.10 

large sp l ayed rectangu lar windows, the S being considerably 

l arger than the other; the N wall was a recent addition with 

a doorway. Thir d ilo,o·r also divi,d'ed' by a recent partition; E 

wal l had a mural chamber opening to N onto the stair tower: S 

i.JaII had a large sp t aye,d' rect'angular ~rindow; W wal l had a 

fireplace and a l. arg1e t1o1in-l ight ogee-headed window blocKed 

u,p, b•.1t visible in e x tel"na, l elevation (Fig . 1 19). The S, Wan 

E walls were topped by a parapet above a string course. The 

p resent batt· teme nts ~i:ere added i.n 1849'. The W parapet was 

considerably lower than the S or E parapets and had two 

chimney stacKs . A projecting chimney-flue was present on the 

S parapet . 

Gatehouse 

A blocK approximate.ly 12 by 7'm, ~J, ith four fl oors but perhaps 

having only three or iginally. This was entered through a 

segmenta ll y-arched o,p,en, ing, 4 . 5 m high, 1.1ith a portcullis 

groove immed i.ate l y i ns, ide. Th is. opened into a passage, 2 m 

wide , leading to a pointed doo r way . On the 1.1est was an 

opening leading to a spiral stair. The E side ,,f the 

gatehouse was altered con siderably , At first f l oor level the 

staircase occupied the. W part of the b locK, having a sp l ayed 

cruciform gun-loop in the N wal I., E of th is was a large 

chambe.r 11;i th· two, gard'erobes in the N 11,al l. The E wal 1 may not 

have been original, and had a large sp l ayed rectangular 

win d ow., I n the. NE a ngl e. was a rectangular recess ~Jhile in the 
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S wall a splayed doorway led to the cent r a l range. At seco nd 

flo·or level there w.as a. sp layed lo,op facing NW and a parallel 

sided door in the, s· wa.11, wh i I e the. ma in charrber to the E had 

a rectang,u l ar recess in t ·he N wall and a parallel-sided 

w•i.ndow in the E wall .. An extern.,lll string course, s upporting 

the battre.me n ts was. p,resent above thi s floor. The third floor 

c o,nsists o·f a rou,nded NW, angle tow.e·r which contained a stair 

commllnicating: with NW' tower by a parallel sided doorway in w 

w,al I • 

Central Range 

A rec tangula r r a nge of buildings measuring 30m b y 9.5m 

e x ternal l y . Originally it had tw o floors but a third floor 

was added in !8491. The w:alls a verage !.75m thicK, and are 

battered at the east, north-west and west sides. The range 

had a circular tower at its SE angle , a projecting turret at 

its W' end, and a rect.ang:ular tow,er at the NW. 

The ground floor is divided into three c hamber s , one 

ce.nt ra l ly· placed immediat e-I:,, S of the ent r a n ce passage, and 

r arg.e.r c h a.mbers to E and W. E o.f t he E chamber a narrow 

p assage r unning the width of the r ange led into the SE tower; 

it had a sp layed , rou,nd headed l o,op in the N wall, and a 

paral le. l s. ided' door1,1.i:y in thew, w,all l.ed into the E chamber. 

The E chamber, meas.ur ing 8 .4-m by 6m, was d ivided into two 

barrell-vaultecf sections running E-W, the vau lt s being 

suppor ted on a central pillar. The S wall had a l arge sp l ayed 

r e ctangu l ar window; a l arge po inted relieving arch around the 



embrasure is visible e x ternally. The W wall had a parallel 

sided doorway leading to the central chamber. The N wall had 

a large segmentally arched fireplace, c.4m wide, 2m high and 

1.Sm deep, with a large chimney projecting e x ternally rising 

above roof level. The central chamber, measuring 4.5m by Sm, 

was barrel! vaulted: the N wall had a large opening onto the 

entrance passage. The S wall had a large splayed rectangular 

window with pointed relieving arch externall y . The W wall may 

have been added when the stair tower on the S was 

The W chamber, measuring ie, by Sm, was divided 

inserted. 

into two 

barrel-vaulted sections running E-W, the vaults being 

supported on a central pillar. This arrangement may date, 

however, to the period of the insertion of the stair tower, 

when much of the S ~Jal 1 would have been removed. The chamber 

is bounded on the S by N walls of stair tower and Keep, which 

were not aligned, and a doorway between them led into the 

Keep. The W wall had a small, splayed rectangular window and 

a segmentally arched doorway. The N wall had a doorway 

leading to the gateho1..1se and N.,J tower. 

on the first floor, the E chamber, measuring 10.9 by Sm, 

had very tall sp layed pointed window s in the E and N walls 

(both blocKed) and two in the S wall. An opening in the SE 

angle led into the SE tower, and a parallel sided doorway, in 

the W wal 1 , led into the central chamber. Th is c hamber, 

measuring 7.7 by 6m, had a d oorway opening into the gatehouse 

in the N 1o1al l, and in the S wall, a splayed pointed doorway, 

probably originally a windo1o1, which served during the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as the main entrance to 



the cast le: W of thi3 was an opening to the stair tower, 

c O nt a in in g the Pr inc i pal stairs . W w al l , w it h par a 1 le l s id e d 

doorway opening onto W c hamber, clearly dated to period of 

insertion of stair tower, and continued inside line of E wall 

of Keep as far as N wall of central range. The W chamber, 

measuring 5.75 by 6m, had fireplace in N wall, and a l arge 

splayed rectangular window: and an opening into the W tower 

in the W wall. The S wall 

contemporary with E wall. 

is a recent addition, possibly 

Orig inal l y most of the centr a l range stood only to first 

floor le ve l, and was surmo unted by a p a rapet above a string 

course with stepped battlements on the S side . At the E end, 

immediately N of the SE tower a section of the central range 

2.8m wide was raised to third floor level. At the W end the 

range was also raised to third floor level; when the stair 

tower was inserted on the S, its W wall, on the line of the E 

wall of the Keep, was continued to the N wall of the central 

range, thus creating a N-S range, consisting of the Keep and 

thew c hamber of the central range, at second and third floor 

levels. On the second floor, the W chamber, measuring 6.6 by 

5.2m, had a fireplace in the N wall and a large splayed 

rectangu 1 ar window in the W wall; a recent partition wall 

separated it from the Keep. On the third floor, the W 

chamber, measuring 6.6 by 8 .25m, incorporated the N end of 

the Keep, and had a small rectangu 1 ar w indo~, in the W wal 1 

and a parallel sided doorway opening off the stair tower in 

the E wall. At the E end of the ce ntral range at third floor 

l evel were t~,o small conjoined chambers c. 1.5m wide, having 
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barrell vaults with wicKer centering. Each chamber had a 

splayed loop in the E wall: the N chamber opened onto the 

wall walK in the N wall, while the S chamber had openings 

into the SE tower in the S wall and onto the roof 

wall. 

South-east Tower 

in the W 

Three-quarter round tower with base batter, and an 

e x te rnal d la.meter of 5.5m. The internal diameter is I.Sm at 

ground floor, but increases to 2,8 at first floor level. 

Internal spiral staircase rising to third floor. Each floor 

had two sp layed rectangular loops facing SE and SW, although 

first floor also had a loop facing NE. The tower was raised, 

and s tepped battlements added, in 1349, Sect ion of a basement 

passage a.nd two rooms are beneath the level of the tower on 

the east, but these represent a modern addition. 

West Turret 

Rectangular projecting turret of four floors, 

approximately 4.5m wide. Ex terna l base batter. Above second 

floor level it becomes a round bartizan-liKe turret supported 

on corbels. The ground floor was solid apart from a small 

chamber (?garderobe), entered through a flat headed doorway 

in w ~Jal 1. First floor chamber entered through an opening in 

t.l wall of central range had a splayed, round - headed loop in W 

1,1all and splay ed rectangular loop in N wall, Between first 

and s e cond floors was an angle loop in NW angle. Second floor 
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chamber entered: thr ough, E ual I via a passage leading from NW 

tower;' splayed rectangular l:oop in W 11al l. Third floor 

chamber rounded, possibly an addition, and entered through E 

t,i,al I vi a a passage 1 ead ing, fro,m Nt,J tower . It has one sp 1 ayed 

rectangular loop facing SW. 

l'lorth-west Tower 

Rectangular tower, 7. 4 by 4.75m externally, bu 11 t in the 

angle between the W turret of the gatehouse and the N wall of 

central range. The walls average 2.25m in thicKness at ground 

level with an external batter. floor chamber, 

measuring approximate l y 3.B by 2.4m, was entered from the 

gatehouse via a parallal sided opanlns in E wall; W and N 

walls had splayed l oop·s., ; b,arrell vau lted. First f l oor 

ch amber, 4,.2,5 by 3.3m, ente.red b~· d'o,or1JaY in E wall; N wall 

had large splayed rectangular window; S wall had two 

r ect ang:u 1 ar recesses, W wall had a rectangular and a 

trapezoidal recess and an opening leading via stairs to a 

garderobe in adjacent garderobe tower. Second floor chamber, 

4,5 by 3.3m, entered by door in E w:a.l l; N wall had large 

sp l ayed rectangular window; S wall had, rect angular recess; W 

wa,l l ha,d: door~ia.y leading via mural passage to W tower. Third 

f toor chamber, entered by doo,r in E waI l; N and W wa.l ls ha.d 

sp,ta.yed, round: headed loop,s. The, battlements were added in 

1849. A garderobe tower existed in the angle between the NW 

tower and the W tower and was removed in 1849. It was 

apparentl y an a.d:dition, beca•~se it blocKed a window in the NW 

tower at ground level, 
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In the 1849 dra.1.1 ings the W and NW tol~ers had no parapet 

but had roof with hipped gables. 

'Temptation Stone', 15th cent. <Fig, 124), 

Re-used quoin on S wall of the modern rectangula.r tower to 

the E of the central range, It depicts a man 1.1ith curled 

hair, moustache and beard being attacKed by an ithypha l l ic 

quadruped which is biting his hindquar ters, a. bird which 

pecKs at his breast and an ithyphal l ic man with wolf's head 

who grasps him around the waist. The man appears to be 

s itting on the wolf man's Knees. 

Dims: H.86 

FitzGerald 1896-Sa, 27; Anderson 1971-6, 243-5©; Harbison, 

1977-8. 

Console with monKey carving. 

A reassembled mac.hicolation on the wall of central 

close to the SE tower has one console decorated in 

range 

re l ie f 

with a monKey. The animal wears a chain around the necK, the 

arms and l egs are carved as if it were gripping the stone by 

the nail s and toes and the face has a long pointed wrinKled 

chin. 

Dims : H.c.5©cms W. c, 30cms 

FitzGerald 1896-Sa, 28: Synnot 1973, 30-3 1 

Stone Table. 1533 <Fig. 127). 

originally from Maynooth, in the formal garden SW of the 

castle, Rectangular with chamfered corners and is supported 

on four corner supports and one central support. The legs 



are decorated with Renais sance motifs in false relief 

including, swags, garlands, foliage, facemasKs and figures 

carrying bowls of fruit or garlanded shields with the 

Fi tzGeral d arms. An inscription on the apron below the 

bevelled rim of the table is in relief 'GERALDVS COMES 

KILDARIE FILIVS GERALD! A D MCCCCCXXX lll SI DlEV PLET 

CROMABO I. Between the words of the Inscription there are 

stops in the form of saltire shields. 

Dims: H.94 W.147 by 121 

FitzGerald 1907-Sb, 384. 

Missing trlant l ep iece. 

The whereabout s of three stones of a decorated mantlepiece is 

unKnown. One stone had a roonKey and an inscription 'SI DIV 

PLET CROMABO 1573, another had the arms of FitzGerald, a 

cross saltire, and the third had an eagle displayed. 

Fitzgerald 1896-Ba, 13-14 

Monuments collected b y Lord Walter Fitzgerald. (Figs. 125-6) 

These are gathered together in a modern arcaded area, 

south-west of the cast le, above the formal garden. These 

include a seventeenth cent•..1ry cross from Narraghbeg ( Omureth i 

1899-1902, 470-4), the shaft of a seventeenth century cross 

from Cross Morris ( FitzGera ld 1891-5b, 250 - 1); a s i xteenth 

century inscribed stone from Aghanure (Fitzgerald 1907-Sa, 

a si x teenth century mant lepiece: a seventeenth 

century FitzGerald heraldic shie ld; a fragment of seventeenth 

century figure scu l pture; four window mullions; 

quernstones. 

and four 
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4, CHURCH 

The church of KilKea is first referred to in a list of 

the d eaneries of Dublin, dating to c.1270-80 (G ilbert 1897, 

145 ) but it is 1 iKely from the placename evidence that this 

is the succesor of a pre-Norman church. Little is Known of 

its history in the Middle Ages. It is 1 is te d in the 

ecclesiastical taxation of 1302-6 <Sweetman 1875-86, v, p. 

243) and Thomas Power, vicar of KilKea is referred to in 1435 

(Tresham 1828 , 256: no. 31). By the close of the Middle Ages 

the church of KilKea belonged to the nunnery of Graney but 

the date at which it bec ame part of their possessions is 

unKnown (White 1941, 207; White 1943, 124-5). After the 

Disso l ution it was granted to the Lord Deputy, Sir Anthony 

St. Leger <Morrin 1861, 164>. The Royal visitation of Dublin 

diocese in 1615 noted that the church and chancel were in 

good repair <Ronan 1941a, 49 ) but by 1630 they were ruinous 

(Ronan 1941b, 95). 

Description ( F igs. 128-9) 

The building consists of a nave and chancel, with two 

chapels, one to the W of the nave ( FitzGerald mortuary 

chapel) the other on the N side of the chancel. The masonry, 

includi ng dressed stones is roughly coursed limestone. 

The CHANCEL measures 9.5 by 4.5m internall y . The E wal l 

stands to a height of 5.5m and has a triple light splayed 

round headed window with flat lintelled rear arch. The 

limestone jambs and mullions are tooled and chamfered 
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e x ternally, bo .. rt the mJllions are modern. It has a rectangular 

hood moulding and the rear arch is flat lintelled. The 

e x ternal NE corner has dressed quoins. The N wall stands to a 

height of 3m at the E end but is only 60cm high at the Wend. 

A parallel-sided doorway and an angled squint commJnicate 

with the chapel to the N. At the E end of the wall, E of the 

N chapel, is a single light splayed round headed window with 

flat lintelled rear arch and tooled chamfered jambs with a 

rectangular hood moulding. The S. wall is almost entirely 

missing e x cept at the Wend where is is 60cm high. At the W 

end is a wa.l l footing facing into the nave, which is probably 

modern. 

The NAVE measures 13,15 by 7 . 25 internall y . Th e S and N 

walls stand to a maximum height of lm and in many places 

little more than the foundations survive . Both walls had a 

door near the w end; both doors had finely dressed chamfered 

lime stone jambs with triangular stops. The jambs of the N 

door a.re d is placed • Neither door has an arch but dressed 

stones l ying nearby suggest that they had round arches. The w 

wall rises to 6.5m at the N end and 

window but only the N splay survives. 

it had a mJlti-light 

FitzGerald mortuary chapel <Fig . 129) . 

This is a seventeenth century structure built against the 

w wal 1 of the nave. It measures 5 by 3. lm internal l y and is 

built of uncoursed rubble limestone masonry. The feature l ess 

s wall stands to a height of lm internally although it is 

level with ground e x ternally. The gabled W wall stands to a 
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height of Sm. There is a door in the centre of the wall with 

a four-pointed arch and flat lintelled rear arch. The Jambs 

of the door are tooled and chamfered, the tooling differing 

from stone to stone, and the chamfers have triangular stops. 

Above the door there is a rectangular splayed window with 

chamfered jambs and flat rear arch . Th e N wall is represented 

by footings c.20cms high. 

North Chapel 

Built onto N wall of chancel and NE angle of the nave. It 

measures 6 . 8 by 3,7m i n terna l ly and is built of roughl y 

coursed 1 imestone masonry. The E wall stands to a height of 

5m . It has a twin-light splayed round headed window with 

tooled, chamfered jambs and mu l lions with triangular stops at 

end of the chamfers: the irullions, however, are modern. It 

has a f l at-lintelled rear arch and a rectangular hood 

moulding ~lith angled termina. ls . The W wall stands to a height 

of 2.2m. I t has a pointed paralle l sided doorway with tooled 

chamfered jambs and triangular stops at end of chamfers. The 

rear arch is missing. The N wal 1 stands to a height of 3m. It 

is broKen down at the E end and has one rec tangular reces s a.t 

ground level and two single light round headed windows with 

tooled chamfered jamb s , The head of the E window is missing 

and the window s were probabl y s play ed inter nall y but onl y 

e x tern.i. l wall face survives. The ~I indows wer e re-erected in 

1892. 

FitzGerald 1899-1902b, 242 - 7 
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Architectural F ragments 

Lying around the gr aveyard and inside the church, 

Particularly near the doors, are a large number of window 

mullions , Jambs, window heads and arch stones. They are al 1 

limestone and would appear to be 16th century in date. 

Monuments 

Font, Possibly pre-1200. 

Large undecorated circul ar granite basin l ying upside down on 

pathway on S side of church. It has a side drainage hole. 

Dims: H.44 Diam. 68 

Font. 16th cent. (Fig. 130). 

Octagonal undecorated lime s tone font 

church. Crudely carved, The basin 

in the nave of the 

is straight sided and 

shal l ow and it has a side drainage hole. 

Dims: H.60 Diam. 66 

Depth of basin 18 Diam. 50 

FitzGera ld 1899-1902b, 244. 

William Fitzgerald. 1623. 

In Fitzgerald Mortuary Chapel. Limestone. It consists of 

a cross slab resting on a side and end panel upon a plinth. 

The side panel is broKen and one section is l ying on the 

ground, The decoration is in low fal se relief. 

Table: Banded fleur-de-lys cross on steps with IHS in centre 

of the tr a nsom and a band with 

a sun and moon with face 

initials WFG and IK. There is 

above the cross . Marginal 
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inscription in Roman capitals: 

HIER LIETH WILLIAME/ FITZGERALD AND HIS FIRST WIFE lOAN 

KEITING AI\O HIS SECOnD WIFE CISLLE GEIDON: IVANE/ DIE 

THE 21 DAY OF FEBRVARI IN THE YEAR OF OVR GOD 1623. 

The table is chami'ered to fit the side and end panels. 

Dims: L . 195 W.76 T.14 cm 

Side panel: Decorated with the symbols of the Passion within 

round a rcades. 

D i ms : L • 153 H . 56 T, 16 

End panel: A crucifixion. 

Dims: H. 55 W.64 T. 12 

FitzGerald 1899-1902b. 

Fitzgerald wall plaque. c.1623 <Fig. 123). 

M-Jral limestone plaque set into the E side of the W wall of 

the nave. Probably above the FitzGerald table tomb originally 

but removed when wall collapsed. It is now cracKed in two. 

Roman lettered inscription in low false relief 

VIVO EGO Ia MORIOR MIRARIS VERBVLA LECTOR/ IN TERRis 

Morior VITA SECVNOA POLO EST/ VITA NIHILL PRIA EST ET 

MIHI POPA S ECVf\OA/ VITA PRIOR OOLVS EST VITA SECVNDA 

OECVS/ ECCE GERALDinO FVERA COIVNCTA GVLIELMO/ ECCE 

KEAT I NGA PIO I VNCTA IO ANNA VI RO/ CAEC IL IAE CON I VX CLARA 

OE STIRPE GEIDON/ IVNCTVS ERAT QVI TRES CONOIMVR HOC 

TVMVLO . 



Dims: L.115 H.46 T . 11 

FitzGeral d 1899-1802b, 240. 

Hera.ldic plaque. 1630. 

Large li mestone plaque decorated in fal se re lief with the 

arms of FitzGer-ald. Ly i ng on the g rou nd a t the W en d of the 

nave . Th e FitzGer a ld ar ms are on a heater s haped s hie ld ~,1th 

hel met and l yn x above . Below th e shield in th e l ower corners 

a re two sma l 1 shields; the left o n e has the arms of 

FitzGer ald imp a ling Keating while the rig ht has the 

FitzGeral d arms impa l in g Geidon. Be lo w are the initi a l s : IK 

1630 SG. 

Di ms : H . 80 W. 60 T. 18 

FitzGera ld , 1899- 1802b, 240-1. 

Merma id s tone. 16th - 17th cent. <Fig. 131). 

Ly ing o n the ground at the Wend of the nave is a limestone 

p a nel d ecorated i n relief with a mermaid . She has tw o l ong 

strands of h a i r, one of which s h e h o lds in her rig ht hand, 

pendulous breasts, and h er left h a nd holds a comb/mir ror . Th e 

1 ower par t o f her bod y i s shaped l i Ke a fish and a snaKe-1 iKe 

creature is biting h er tail. 

Dims: H. 48 L. 77 T.15 

FitzGeral d 1889-1902b , 24 1 

MonKey s t one . 16/ 1 ? th cent . 

set i nto the W wal l i s a l imes t one p ane l decorated in re li ef 

with a monKey lJith coll ar and chain and holding a helmet in 

o ne h a nd. 

D ims : H. 48 W.84 T.22 



FitzGera ld 1899- 1902b, 240 -1 

Cross-s lab. 17th cent. 

Ly ing o n th e ground at the E end of th e chu rc h i s a limestone 

s l a b decorated i n l ow false re lief with a fleur - d e- l ys cross . 

Th e s tem of the cross is incised but the b ase is missing . Th e 

h ead of the cross is sur r ounded b y four se gemented circl es 

and th e re is a cros s cross.let in th e uppe r r ight corner . 

Dims: L. 150 W. 57 T.12 

F itzGera ld 1899-1902b, 248. 

Missing monuments 

Th ree hera l dic s hields d a ted 1573 ~,ith the arms of Browne an d 

Fi tzgera ld and a monKey panel are missing <Synnot 1973, 31) 

5. OTHER S ITES 

Mi 11 • 

In 1621, the earl o f KilKea h e ld a watermi ll as part of 

his mano r of Ki l Kea < Ir. Rec . Comm . 1826, Co. Kildare, Jae 1: 

no . 40 ) , Thi s was p resumabl y the corn mi ll noted in the Civi l 

survey of 1654 <Simingt o n 1952, 118). According t o FitzGer ald 

( 1896-Sa, 25), th e Manor or Bl acK Mi 11 was removed c. 1828. 

6 , LI ST OF STRAY FINDS 

1. Br o nze flat ax ehead of Ba ll y valle y t y pe . Fo un d in river 

Greese at Kil Kea, 18 46 . NM I 1945: 294. Harbison 1869 a , 37: 



no. 954. 

2. Bronze sword . Fr om KilKea. NMI 1945: 305. Eog a n 1965, 67. 

3 . Chert ,arrowhead, t~Jo bronze pins, iron Kn i fe and five iron 

Keys . From KilKea d e mense . NMI 1945 : 262, 3 13 , 3 18, 324, 

326-30 . Cf . JKAS 3 < 1899- 1902 ), 198 . 

4. Me die va l glazed potsherd. From motte a t Kil Kea Oeme nse . 

NMI 1976: 545. 

5-6. Two medieval potsherds . Found in Kil Kea Demense in the 

course of this survey . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL 

Ki l Kea is an e xample of a shrunKen medieval borough. Th e 

placename evidence suggests that it was a pre-Norman church 

site an d this was probably what a ttr acte d th e Anglo-Normans 

to the location. Th e motte was built du ring the initial 

stages of th e Ang l o -Norman i nvasion and the borough was 

p r obabl y establish e d duri ng the thirteenth century . The 

account of 1418, q•Joted above, prov ides an i mage of the range 

of build i ngs that were asso c iated with the manor but littl e 

is Known of the borough e x cept that it had about forty 

burgages in the fou rteen th centu ry. The sett le ment declined 

during the Later Middle Ages, so much so that no t race of th e 

origina l b orou gh surv i ves . Th e castle appears to have been 

b ui lt in the f i nal quarter of the fifteenth century b y 



Gearoid Mor, but even this ente r prise does not a ppe a r to h ave 

rejuvenated the old borough. The subsequent story of KilKea 

in larg e l y the story of the castle and on l y e x cavation w i ll 

determin e wheth e r a n y se ttlement was associated with 

not in post-medieval times . 

it or 

The cas tle i s in excel lent condition and function s as a 

h o tel , ~Jh i le the mott e i s preserve d in the grounds. Th e on I y 

ev id enc e for interferenc e with the archaeological deposits is 

the l an d scaping of the gardens. Elsewhere, howe ver, it is 

liKe l y that a rch aeo l o gica l layers survive below ground, an d 

h ouse foundations, pits and debris scatters may be 

an ticipat e d. Accordingl y there i s the pote nti a l to disco v er 

th e e x tent of the medieval settlement, a nd the nature of its 

h ouses a nd streets . 

In summary , the archaeological d a ta indicates that the 

borough , a settlement during the Earl y 

Chri s tian period, was occupied throughout the Middl e Ages. 

Doc umen tar y r ecords of the site are few and in the future 

archaeo l o gic a l excavation i s 1 iKe l y to be the pr inc i pal means 

b y whi c h a dditi ona l Kno wl e dge c a n b e obtained. It i s unliKe l y 

t h a t the site will come under pressure from de ve lop men t b u t 

e x t ensions t o th e hote 1, or similar bu i 1 ing wo rKs , should be 

p receeded b y archaeological investigation . 

Area of Archaeo l ogica l Potenti a l 

Th e s h a d ed portion of t h e acc omp a n y ing map < Fig. 133) 

delimit s th e a r ea o f arch aeo l og i ca l potenti a l withi n K il Kea. 
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This is based on an estimate of the liK e l y location 

borough• The location of the watermi 11 is shown near 

of the 

Kil Kea 

bridge, and th is is an area al so worth y of in ves tig a tion. 

Because of the lacK of information at present on the preci se 

e x tent of the borough it i s suggested that all 

the shaded area b e monitored. 

 

worK s with in 



- .l'1I -

 

 

 

 

 

 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

K ILL 

Kill i s a s mall vill a g e , s ome 6.5 Kim n o rth-eas t of Naas . 

Th e ma in Dublin-Naas ro ad b y -passes t he v ill a g e which i s 

locat e d on r e l a tive l y lo w-l y ing g ro und at the we ste r n fri ng e 

of th e Wic Kl ow mo u ntains . The s ma ll K ill ri ver , lJhich J o in s 

th e P a in es tow n ri v er , a t r ibutar y o f the Liff ey , f l ows 

through it. Th e n ame is deri ve d f r o m Ce l 1, 'a chu r ch'. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The o r igin a l dedic a tion of t he chur ch commemorated in th e 

pl a c e n a me wa s t o St. Br igid <O.S. Lett e r s , Co. Kildare i, 55 ; 

ii, 154 ) , O'Do n o van < 1860, 223) , Comerfo r d < 1885 , 170 ) and 

Ra dne r < 1978, 167, 230) have s uggested that Ki ll was the 

bu r i a l pl a ce of Cearbhall, the e a rl y t e nth century King of 

Le inster, a nd eight of his p r edece s sors which is r e f erred t o 

a s Gill Nai s and Cill Co r ba. in in the e a r l y so u rces. It i s 

c 1 e a r, howe v e r , that the pre - Norman church of Kill was 

dedic a t e d t o St, Brigid a nd it s h o uld not be i d entifie d with 

Gill Na i s or Gill Corbain, wh ich was at Naas itsel f . 

Kill f o rme d part o f "the c a ntred of Offel an near es t to 

Dubli n " which was g ran t e d b y S t r ongbow to Ad am d e He r e f ord in 

th e s ub-i nf e u d a ti o n of Lei ns t e r ( Or p en 1911 - 2 0 , i, 3 78 -9 ) . 

Ad a m g r a n t e d it to hi s brother J o h n, wh o was i n t u r n 

s u c ceede d b y hi s son Th omas (G ilb e rt 18 89, 10 2-4 ) . Ch a t ers of 

thi s Th oma s d e He r ef or d p rovi d e some inf o rmati o n on Kill i n 



the e ar l y thi r teenth century. One c harter, in ~lh ich he 

gr an ted the church of Kill to St. Thomas' Abbe y, Dubli n , 

demonstrates that the abbe y had a court and grange there, an d 

he hims e lf a demense, in the year s b e tw een 1215 an d 1223 

( G i 1 be rt 1889 , 80 - l ; FitzGera ld 19 15 - 17, 222 ) . In other 

ch a rters, which predate Thomas' death before 1224 h e g ranted 

a h o use a nd messuage in his v iii of Kill (G ilbert 1889, 82-3 , 

363; BrooKs 1950, 183 n.12 ) . The l a tt e r charters are 

IJ itnessed b y William , the provost of Kill. He ma:,, h ave be en 

provost o f the borough but i n the absence of other thirteenth 

centur y e vi den ce for the boro ug h it is e quall y pas ib le that 

he was p rovos t of the manor , as was John FitzRober t 

(S~1eetman 1875-86, iv, p. 53 no . 106) . 

in 1293 

On the death of Tho mas de Here ford , Kill p asse d to Milo 

de Rochford, hu s band of Thomas' daughter Elianora <Gilbert 

1889 , 103- 4: Otwa.y-Ruthven 1961 , 167 - 8) and it remained in d e 

Rochford h a nds until t h e mid-fourteenth centur y <Sweetman 

1875-86 , ii, no. 1963 : iv, no . 258: 38 RDKPRI, 67: 43 RDKPRI, 

36, 47; 47 RDKPRI, 52). Its s1..1bsequ e nt history is unclear but 

it seems that the man o r passed to St . 

alread y h a d sub s tantia l holdings there. 

Thomas' Ab bey which 

In 1338 Egl entina, 

wid ow of William de Rochford , granted to the Ho s pit a l of St . 

John of Jer usale m a ll the lands, rents, etc., which she held 

as dower in Celbridge and Kill ( McNeil! 1932, 97 ) . I n 1343-4 

an i n quis itio n found that Edmund d e Rochford and Richard 

Badow e h e ld tw o parts of the mano r of Kill, which was 

subsequentl y acquire d b y Nich olas , abbot of S t . Thomas ' Abbey 

( Tres h am 1828, 45: n o . 72; 47: no . 137; no. 70) . The 



a bbot subsequently enfeoffed Wi 11 iam Sampford of the manor, 

wh o in t ur n enfeoffed John Ge rnoun, and it would appear 

this indicates the date that the manor was acquired b y 

Thomas' Abbe y . It remained in th e ir hands until 

Dis so lution <White 1943, 39). 

that 

St. 

the 

In 1541 the manor was le ased to Th omas Al en <7 RDKPRI, 

56: no, 245 ); in 1546 it was granted to Robert st. Le ger < 7 

ROKPRI, 79: no. 465) and by him to a consortium who in turn 

granted it t o Rich a rd Aylmer in 1551 <Morrin 1861, 119, 122, 

164, 240; 8 ROKPRI, 106: no . 745). In 1581 it was noted that 

"a great part of Kill" was saved from attacK b y the rebel 

Viscount Baltinglass b y Mr. T . Lee <Hamilton 1867, 322 ) . Kil l 

was held b y another consortium, including Thomas, Gerald, 

Richard and John Aylmer, in 1609 < Ir Rec Comm 1826, Co. 

Kildare: Jae I, n o . 4 1 ). Th e first evidence for the existence 

of a borough at Kill occurs in 1608 when the borough of Ki ll 

was included in a 1 ist of boroughs and towns in County 

Kildare <Russell and Prendergast 1874, 577), and Richard 

□owl in ~ias named as provo st of the town of Kill <Brewer and 

Bullen 1873, 24) . The se references are somewhat enigmatic in 

view o f the absence of any other evidence f o r the e x istence 

of a borough at Kill and it is not Known when thi s borou gh 

was first establis h ed . On his dea.th in 1629, Thomas Hamlin 

held a c as tle, s i x messuages an d 120 acres in the vill of 

Kil l fr om the earl of Kildare < Ir. Rec. Col"M\, 1826, Co. 

Kildare, Car I: no . 78). The census of 1659 recorded a 

popu J a t i on of 9 2 at Ki 11 ( Pender 1939, 402 ) . 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

1. SITE OF BOROUGH 

2. THE MOTTE 

3. PARISH CHURCH OF SS. MARY & BRIGID 

4 . GRANGE OF ST. THO~~s• ABBEY 

5. LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

1, S ITE OF BOROUGH 

It is difficu lt to Know whether the present v illag e of 

Kill occupies the site of the medie v a. l sett l ement or not, 

because the onl y indicators of it s pos ition are the mo tte and 

th e o ld parish church. The present Ma in St r eet, however, 

almost certainl y preser ves the street plan o f t he seventeenth 

centur y borough. The street r uns from north-eas t to 

south-west an d cu r ves s lightl y around the old church, 

poss ibl y re fl e cting the line of an Earl y Christian enclosure. 

2 • THE MOTTE < F i g . 134 ) 

Thi s was p resumably erect e d b y the d e Here f ords in the 

late twelfth or ear l y thirteenth centur i es but no 

contempor ary references survive. In the e x t en t o f 1540 it i s 

referred to as "a smal l mou nta in surrounded b y a d ry ditch, 

on whi c h th e capit a l mess uage of the manor was s ituated , a nd 

wh e re the Court Baro n i s s till he ld , when the turn for it 

comes" <White 1943, 39 ) . 



Descript i o n 

S it uated S E of the vi ll age , it con s i sts of a t ree cove re d 

mo,~nd, enc l ose d by a ditch ,Jith s light counterscarp b anK, a nd 

a baile y on the NW. Th e Ki ll ri ver flow s through the di tch on 

the SW. 

Th e motte i s a round co nic a l mound 12m high which af fo r ds 

e x ten s i ve v i ews on a ll sides e xcept the E where it is 

over 1 ooKed b y Ki 11 Hi 11. It tapers from its b asa l dimensions 

of 59m <N- S) b y 45m < E-W ) to the summit, which measures 21m 

< N-S) b y 20m < E-W ), and contains a deep depress ion. The 

e x tern a l ditch is 8 . 5m wide and h as a depth of 3m b e l ow the 

top of th e c oun ters carp banK. 

The sub-rectangu l ar b ai l ey measures 57m < E-W ) by 20m 

<N-S), a nd i s enc l osed b y a banK and ditch. I t declines in 

s l ope from E t o W, a nd is enclosed b y a b anK on th e NW, N an d 

NE, .1h ich averages 1. 5m in height a nd 2m in •l idth. On the NW 

and N there is a drop of abou t 3m to a s tream which runs into 

th e ri v er , whil e on th e NE there i s a drop of a bout 2m to a 

tri a ngular platform. 

Th ere i s a smal l c o nical moun d, 4 .5m in diameter, 

i mmediate l y S of the motte . 

3 . PARI SH CHURCH OF SS . MARY & BR I G ID 

P l acename ev i denc e suggests the presence of a pre-Norman 

ecc l esiastical s ite a t Ki ll. The rec o r d e d d e d icat i on o f th e 
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ct-, u r ch to SS . Mary and Brigid, in the ear l y thirteenth 

centur y < Gilb er t 1889, 80-1), togethe r with the tradition 

recor ded in the nineteenth centur y CO.S. Lett ers, Co. 

K ildare, i, 65; ii, 154) indicates that Kill was origina ll y 

Ci 1 l Brighde. From th is it may be deduced that the 

Anglo-Normans t ooK over a pre - e x isting chu rch of St. Brigid 

a nd ad ded the dedication t o St. Mar y (FitzGerald 1915-17). 

Th e church of K i 11 had been granted to St. Thomas' Abbey, 

Dub 1 in, b y 1202, when the papal legate, John of Salerno, 

confirmed the grant ( Gilbert 1889, 224). The church was 

evidently one of some importa.nce . A grant of early thirteenth 

centur y date was witnessed b y Duliano and Walte r , both 

chaplains of Kill ( Gilbert 1889, 94 >, while a noth e r early 

thirteenth century grant no ted that the chapel of the vill of 

William de Hy rais belonged to the mother chu r ch of Ki ll 

(Gilbert 1889, 98). After a dispute over this chapel in 

1224-5, the canons of St. Thomas' Abbey agreed to grant it to 

Robert the Cleric for his life but reserved the bapti sm of 

infants, burial, the a ttenda nce of parishioners and the 

p ay ment of dues on the four solemn feasts of the y ear, t o the 

mother church of Ki ll ( Gilbert 1889, 335-6; Sheehy 1962, 

244). 

No thing i s Known of the history of thi s church in the 

Later Mi ddle Ages, but it clear l y remaine d imp r opriate t o St. 

Th o mas ' Abbe y, and the v ic ar age wa s listed in the ab bey 's 

e x tent i n 1540 <Wh ite 1943, 40 ) . Th e church continued to 

f unction af t er the Dis so l ution . In 1597 William Coe was 
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presented t o the perpetua l v ic arag e o f the par i s h churc h of 

Ki ll <Mor rin 1862, 432), a nd John Lightbo n d was p resen t e d i n 

1628 < Morrin 1863, 441 ) . 

De s cription 

The church i s l ocated on the so uth side of Main Street . 

It i s a structure o f nineteenth centur y d a te and has a 

rectang u lar graveyar d on the S. The onl y hint of a pre-Norman 

fo u nd a tion i s the slight cur ve in the street, NW a nd W of the 

church, which ma y preserv e the line of a former enclosure. 

Fon t . ? 16th cent. <Fig. 135). 

Squ ar e limestone font with straight sided basin outside the N 

door of the church . Roughly tooled interior with a central 

dra i nage hole. The edges a r e d a ma ged. 

Dims: H. 38 W. 51 b y 51 cm 

Bas in . D iam. 42 Depth 27 cm 

4 . GRANGE OF ST. THOMAS' ABBEY 

Even before the y acquired t h e whole manor of Kill, St. 

Th omas ' Abb ey held e x tensive holdings there . A char t er of 

1215-23 refers to the cou r t in which the grange was situated 

( Gil ber t 1889 , 8 0 -1), while a n oth er char t e r o f 1206-23 not ed 

th a t th e ab bey held a grange , a c r oft, a garden and a 

haggar d , and indicates that these were locate d in or n ear 

'Ba l i Kaerdeval' < ?Ke r d iffsto~in) (Gilber t 1889, 298-9) . 

1293 when Further r ef e rence to the grange of Ki l l occurs i n 
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William de Vesci, lord of Kildare, prevented the abbot of St . 

Thomas' from ploughing and so1o1ing his land, an d distrained 

the ab bot of l ivestocK, corn, hay, etc ., s ome of 1.o1hich he 

detained in the abbot's grange in th e manor of Kil l a nd 

in gar dens within Kill (Sw-:etma n 1875-86, iv, no. 106). 

5. MISCELLANEOUS 

Cast le. 

more 

An inqu isition of the holdings of Thomas Hamlin who died in 

1629 noted that he held a castle in Ki ll from the ear 1 of 

Kildare ( Ir. Rec. Comm. 1826, Kildare, Car. I : 78) but no 

furthe r r eferences to this castle, presumabl y a late medie v al 

tower hou se , are Kno1Jn. 

Enclosur-:. 

An embanKed oval enclosure is shown by the O.S. E of the 

motte, in the same field. The field is marshy and the 

monument i s al most u n not ice able . It is a low platform, 20cm 

high, enclosing an area 57m <N-S) by 32m < E-1,l). 

Enclosure. 

SE of the oval enclosure a.bove, in the same field, a 

semi-circular enclosure is a lso s h ow n b y the O.S. This is not 

v isibl e at p resen t an d the ground slopes naturally a1o1ay to 

the sand W. The siting 1.o1ould howe ver be suitable fo r a 

ringfort wh ich may h ave been p l oug hed out. 

6. LIST OF STRAY FINDS 



l-2. Two shards of 13/ 14th c en tury potte r y were picKe d up b y 

Surve y s t a ff in a cutting opposit e the P a rochi a l Ho u se . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTI AL 

Kill i s a good e xample o f a s hrun Ken borough. The 

Pl ace-name evid e nc e s uggests that it was the s ite of a church 

in pre-No rman times and it was p r obabl y this fe a tu r e which 

attr ac t e d the Angl o -Norma ns he r e in the late twelfth centur>·· 

Evidence for the e x i s tence of the bor o ugh in medie v al times 

is slight but it wa.s clea rl y in e x istence during the 

sev enteenth centu ry . Littl e i s Kn o wn of the s ize or e x tent o f 

the medieva l settlement but it liKel y th a t the p res e nt street 

patte r n derives from the s eventeenth centur y and it is 

p r ob a bl e tha t a rchaeological e v idence of sev entee nth century 

date will be more c o mmon than that relatin g to e ar lier 

p e riods. Th e s light curve in Main Stre et may preserve the 

line of a n earl y eccles i as tical e nclos ur e , h o we v e r , a nd the 

possibility of discove ring Ea rl y Hi s t or ic evid e nce should not 

b e o v erlo o Ke d. 

Kill is now e ssentia ll y a dor mitor y t o wn f or Dublin an d 

its arch ae olo9 ic a l h er it a g e is l iK e 1 y t o come und e r 

con t i nui ng thr e a t f r o m the development o f hou s ins e stat e s. 

The e s tat e i mme d i a t e l y south o f the o ld ch•.irchyard, f o r 

i ns t a n ce , h a s almo s t cer t ai nl y remo ve d a rchaeo logical 

d e p os it s an d pro babl y d es t r o y e d p ar t of t h e Ea r l y Ch r i s t ian 

e ncl o s ure. Th e c o nstruction o f the Naas r o ad may al so h ave 



- 301 -

removed portion of the settlements ar ch aeol og ic a l dep osits at 

the north - east corner. De posits prob a bl y survive over much of 

the rest of the site, however, and in common with o ther 

borough s ite s it i s to b e e x p e ct e d that a r chaeo l ogica l 

rema ins survive below ground, p a rt icu l arly in the form of 

house found a tion s , pit s and d ebris scatters . Accordingly 

ther e i s the pot e ntial to discover the e x tent of th e medieva l 

settlement, an d the natur e of it s hou ses a nd streets , and 

those of its seven teenth century s uccessor . 

In summar y , th e a rchae o l ogical data 

borough , l~h ic h began as a s e ttleme nt 

indicates th a t the 

d ur ing the Ear l y 

Christian period, was occupied thro u ghout the Middl e Ages . 

Documentary records of the s ite are few and in the future 

arc h aeo l og ic a l e x cavation is li Ke l y to be the principal mean s 

b y which additional Knowledge can be o btained . Th e borough 

will come under pressure from h ousing development in the n e a r 

fut ure because of its pro x imit y t o Dublin. It is impo r t a nt, 

then , that any future development s hould b e moni t ored 

ot he rw i s e ar ch a.eo log lea ! info r rnat i on is 

ne e dless ly. 

lia bl e to b e l ost 

Are a of Ar ch aeo logic a l Potentia l 

Th e s h ade d portion o f the a ccompan y ing map < Fig . 136) 

d e limits the area of a rchaeol og ical pot en ti a l wi thi n Kil l. 

Thi s i s based essenti a ll y on th e area formed b y th e Known 

monuments, t oge ther with the area of th e seventeenth century 

Ma in Street . Because the re is a l acK of informatio n at 



present on the p r ecise e x tent o f the borough it i s 

that a ll worKs within the shaded area b e monitor e d . 
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LEIXLIP 

Le i x l ip is situated in the e x treme north-east co r ner of 

count y Kild a re, at the junction of the river Liff ey with it s 

tributar y , the Rye water. The ma in Dublin-Galway ro a d run s 

through the tol,Jn. The name d e rives from the 01 d Nor se 

Le x -h l aup, "s a lmon 1 eap ", the name of a wa t e rfall on th e 

L iffe y , just above the town, which e x i s ted until the 

construction of a hydro-electric po1,1er station s ome year s 

a go . Medie v al documents generally refer to Lei x lip as Saltus 

S .a. l mo nu m but 'le Le x lep' occurs at l east as early a s 

1399-1400 ( Tresham 1828, 155: no . 61). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The e x i stence of a Scandinav ian placename may indicate 

ViKing settlement at Leix lip. O'Donovan <AFM s ub anno 815, 

note e) felt that the neighbouring townland of Confe y , just 

north of Lei x lip , wa s the site of the l ongpho r t of 

Ceannfuait, establi s hed b y Sit r ic in 815, and the scene of a 

b a tt l e b e tw e en the ViKing s a nd the La igin in the same y ear. 

Ho gan 1910, 226), h,:niever, placed Ceannfuait near St. 

Mullins in co unt y Carlow. In the l a t e twelfth a nd earl y 

thirte e nth c enturi e s Leixlip was a l so Kn o i.in by th e name 

, Ern i a • or 'He rn ie', most l iKe l Y a deri vation o f An Ur n a idhe 

•th e o r a to ry " ( O. S . Letters, Co. Kilda re, ii, 157), perhap s 

i n dicating a p re-No r man ecclesias tic a l s ite . Apar t from th ese 
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Potential indicators of a ctivity, the ear liest defin it e 

evidence f o r s ettl e me nt at Le i x lip o ccur s in the l ate tw e lfth 

cen tury . 

Gira ldu s Cambren s is re cords that the cantred of U i 

Fae l a i n ne arest Dub 1 in, in 1,1h ich Le i x lip was situated, was 

grant e d by St r on g bow to the de Herefords, h av ing been allot e d 

previousl y to Robert FitzStephen b y the King ( Scot t a nd 

Ma.rt i n 1978 , 143). The princip a l gr a ntee was Adam de Hereford 

wh o di v ided hi s g rant with his br o the rs but he r etain e d 

Le i x lip in hi s 01,rn hands ( G i 1 b er t 1889, 102; Or p e n 1911-20, 

i , 3 79; Broo Ks 1950 , 203 ). Adam had a cas tle here and 

establi s h e d a b oroug h at an earl y d a te <Gilbert 1889, 142-4). 

He granted the church a nd a burgage within the town to St . 

Thomas ' Abbe ;.·, Du blin C Gilber t 1889, 182-3; McNeill 1949, 

3 6 ), an d subsequentl y a nother bu r gag e to S t. Mar y 's Abbey, 

Dublin ( Gilb er t 1884, i, 2 36) . This burgage was still he ld b y 

st. Mar y ' s Abb ey at the time o f the Di sso lution (Wh it e 1943 , 

22 ), a n indication that the borough en j oyed a relatively 

undi s turbed ex ist ence throughout th e Middle Age s , d espite 

b e i ng burn e d an d lo o t e d by Edwar d Bru ce 's ar my in 13 17 

<Gil b er t 1884 , ii, 299) . John Ca t an d Richard Hell e gench, 

pro vosts of th e borough, are mentione d in 1324 (42 RDKPRI, 

5 1) and 1329-30 ( 4 3 RDKPR I , 39-40 ), whil e in 1570 S ir 

Ni c hol a s Whit e was g rante d £ 10 iss u ing fr om thirty-two 

burgages, an d pa;.•ab l e t o the provost o f th e t o wn < 11 RDKPRI, 

234: no . 1558) . A pop ul a t ion of 

c e n s u s of 1659 < Pender 1939, 402) . 

100 was r e corded i n th e 
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1 . STREETS & STREET PATTERN 

2. MARKET PLACE 

3. DOMESTIC HOUSES 
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5. THE CAS TLE 

6 , ST, MARY' S PARISH CHURCH 

7. AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST. CATHER INE 

8, OTHER FEATURES 

9 , LI S T OF S TRAY FINDS 

1. STREETS & STREET PATTERn 

The tow n was confi ned to a narrow s t r ip of l a nd be ween 

the ri ver Liffey on the S, a high ridge on the N and the Rye 

wa t er on the W. Ma in Street runs EW a l ong the c entr e of this 

strip of ground. Th e W e x it fro m the t ow n climbs a hill t o 

the NW while the present Main road to Dublin swings to the S 

over the Liff ey . The original r oa d continued E along the N 

s ide of the Lif fey . To ~iar ds the E end of the Ma in St. one 

road, Capt a i n 's Hi 11, climbs the r id ge on the N. It is 

di ffi cu lt t o Know the antiquity of this stree t pattern and it 

may be no o lder than the seventeenth c entury . 

2. MARKET PLACE 

Th i s was almost certainl y located in Main Street. 



3. DOMESTIC HOUSES 

The burgage plot pattern survives well on the N a nd S of 

Ma in St, 

survives . 

but no visible ev idence for pre -1700 hous e s 

BLACK CASTLE 

The ear liest e v idence for the e x istence of thi s building 

is in 1562 LJhen it was gr a nt e d to William Vernon < 11 RDKPRI, 

s0 : no. 453 ). In 1570 it was gran td to Nicholas White < 11 

RDKPRI, 234: no. 1558 ) . An inquisition of 1621 notes that the 

earl of Ki ldare h e ld a c as tle at Lei x lip < I r . Rec. Comm. 

1826, Co. Kildare: Jae. X: 40), an d in 1654 the Ci v il Sur ve y 

notes that the 'Blac K Castl e ' was on the lands of the ear l o f 

Kildare < Simington 1952, 13). At the beginning of the 

twenti e th centur y, it as described as "a residence so 

modernised as to be indistinguishable e x cept to one well 

acquainted bJith the localit y • CJKAS 3 (1899 -1902), 341). It s 

locati o n was point e d out at the eas tern end of the town where 

it i s marKe d o n the O. S. ma p. 

Des c r iption 

Thi s four sto reye d building has been heav il y modernised 

and a par t from the fact that it i s tall and narrow , it l a c Ks 

anY dia g n o s tic fe atures. It measures 7.5 EW a nd 6.5 NS an d 

has a modern one storey ed e x tension on the s . Th e en t rance 

d oor is 80cm ab o ve s treet l evel and i s re a ched b y a short 

fli g ht of steps which are built para llel t o the front wa ll of 
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the h ouse . Th e wa ll s average 65cm i n thicKness . 

4 . INOUSTR I AL AREAS 

A mill, or mills, figures p ro min en tl y in th e records of 

Lei x li p throug hout the Middle Ages, an d mi ll ing was clearl y 

a n imp or tant part of the town' s economi,· . Th e ear liest 

referenc e occ u r s in a grant b y Ad am de He reford , made before 

1212 < G i 1 bert 1884 , i, 236 ) , of a burgage "near the burg age 

of St . Th omas, be yon d on e facing the mi ll " (Gilbert 18 84, i, 

2 36 ). Th e burgage of St . Thomas was si tuated near the castle 

a nd according l y it may be infer red th a t the mill was close to 

the castle <G ilb e rt 1889 , 143) . In 1303, 25s. 6d. ~,ere spent 

iti repairing mi ll s and in bringing a mill s tone to Lei x lip (38 

RDKPRI, 86). In 1325-7 Robert Len g i nc ur a ccounted for s ums 

spent on th e King ' s mill a t Leix lip, includ ing the purchase 

of Fr en ch millstones, repairs to the mill s and repairs to the 

mi 11 -poo 1 s •newl y constructed of lime a nd s tone" ( 42 RDKPR I, 

77). On e o f the r easons f or the dismissal of Thomas Bath in 

1455 was th a t he had a ll owed a watermi ll 

wasted and d es troyed <Berry 1910, 305) . 

Mar y ' s Abbey in 1540 mentions a mes s ua.g e 

at Le i x 1 ip to be 

Th e e x tent of St . 

near the mi 11 at 

Le i x l ip ( White 1943, 22), almost certain l y th e burgage 

orig i n a ll y granted b y Adam de Hereford. A mill on the Lif fe y 

i s mentioned in the grants to Willi am Vernon i n 1562 < 1 1 

RDK PRI , 30: no . 453 ) and N icho l as White in 1570 ( ibid., 234 : 

no . 1558). Th e Civil Surve y of 1654 - 6 noted a co rn mi ll and a 

c l oth mi ll at Lei x lip <S i mi ngton 1952 , 13) . Ap a rt from the 



mill near the caatle anoth~r mill was probably &ited E of the 

town and approached along Mill Lane, at the end of which is a 

mill stream. 

5, THE CASTLE 

Adam de Hi;ir .i ford's to St. Thomas ' Abbey, 

men"t ion ins his castle o-f 'Hern i.!' or 'Ern ia', can be d.a.ted to 

before 1212 <Gilbert 1889, 142-3), This was probably a matte 

erQcted in the late t~elfth century on tho;i high ground 

overlooKins the junction of the Rye Water with the Liffey. By 

"the tima of these grants the castle had a grange and a ch.a.pal 

at "t ached C i b id • , 142 ) • 

The manor of Lei x lip passed from Stephen, Adam de 

Hereford's son, to the Pippard family, probably about 1252 as 

Brooks ( 1'350, 207) suggests. In 1294 Ralph Pippard g;ranted 

al I his castles and manors in Ireland, including Le i:d i.P, to 

his son John ( Cur 1: is. 1'333-43, i, 12'3). John re-turned L,e ix 1 ip 

to his father in 1297 Cibid., 362) and in 1302 Ralph 9ranted 

all his manors in Ireland to the l(ins (Sweetman 187:!-!:!5, v, 

no. 149), ln 1331 John de Grumtsete was SI iven cusi.ody of th.i 

manor and cas"tle of Leixl1P for ten years (43 RDKPRI, 64) but 

in 1336 they were given to Roger Outla~, prior of 

C47 ROKPRI, 41-2), and th~y were to be held by the Ho~pital 

of st. John of Jerusalem for over a cen"tury. 

There is clear evidence for construction worK during 1:ne 

first half of th~ fourteenth c~ntury when the ca~tl~ was in 
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the King's hands. In 1303/4 monies were spent on constructing 

a Kitchen in the castle, building a Kiln to burn lime for the 

worKs on the castle, breaKing stone and cutting wood (38 

RDKPRI, 86, 95). In 1323/30 ES 6s. 8d, were spent by Master 

Robert Lenginour on repairs to the castle (43 RDKPRI, 39-40). 

In 1341-2 Master Robert Lenginour received a total of Ell Ss. 

10d, for carrying out worKs on the castle, and he received 

further monies in 1343 (47 ROKPRI, 54, 59; 53 RDKPRI, 30), 

The cont in•~ in g import an c e of the cast l e is evident in 

1463 and 1465 when criminals were ordered to surrender 

themselves there <Berry 1914, 107,267,285). In 1455 Thomas 

Bath, receiver of the manor for the Order of St. John of 

Jerusalem, was discharged because of negligence <Berry 1910, 

305> and Leixlip passed out of the Order's hands between then 

and 1479/80, 1oJhen it l,las granted to Thomas Daniel, lord of 

Rathwire (Morrissey 1939, 738). In 1496, Henry Vll granted 

LeixliP to Gearoid Mor, 8th earl of Kildare, on the occasion 

of his marriage to Elizabeth St. John but it was forfeited 

after the rebellion of Sil Ken Thomas in 1536. Subsequently it 

14 as granted to Matthew King <Morrin 1861, 42), John Alen <F. 

FitzGerald 1896-8, 397), and William Vernon< 11 RDKPRI, 80: 

no. 453). In 1570 it was granted to Sir Nicholas White and it 

re ma. in e d in h is f a.mi l :,, u n t i 1 the e i g ht e en th century < 11 

RDKPRL 234l no. 1558; F. FitzGerald 1886-8, 397-400). 

□escr ipt ion <Figs. 137-8) 

situated on a promor,tory, SW of the vi 11 age, over l ooK ing 
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The 

a.n ~.malgam of sev'.!ra.l building-Fhases, still l i<H:d in. 

Guinness and R:,,an < 1871, 211-18) havo: id'i:ntified tho: pre-1700 

sect ion:; ;;,,s a c irc•Jlar to•1er in the r,n,.J corner·, the r-ec,.ssad t~ 

facade with a rectangular hall at the rear of the facade, a 

sub-rectangular addition south of the hall ar,d a srr..;,.l I 

rectangula.r building at th€ so•Jth of the compleA <Fig, 
138). 

In o•Jr op in ion, r,owever, tr,e_ or.l)' sect ions of thtE: b•J i ld in9 

which before 1700 a.re the NE tower and 

r<:ctangu l ar h.;,.l l. The east wing is of mid-eighteenth 

date and further additions were made on the south 

recent times <Bence-Jones 1978, 183). 

centur:; 

ir, more 

The three-storied tower ha:.. a battered plinth and tr,e 

walls average 1.2m th icl<. The internal diameter is S. 7m. 

Modern sash windows have been in:r.erted on the 
S, W and 

sides and a ch imne)I int-i the NW wall. There 

windows with internal spla:,, on either side 

ar.a two narrow 

of the eastern 

0
penin9 into the house, and a spiral 

between the tower and the front facade. 

stairs in the angle 

wall of the front is 1.5m thicK. The 
The 

the m.r.in hall 
sub-rectangular addition at the rear of 

walls ranging in thic1<ness between 1 and 1. lm. There is a 

1 
arge f ir.,pl il.Ce in the S wa.11 of the. main l",al 1 and 

th icKness here is 2.4m, A narro1o1 roorr., with its 

above the mair, hall i$ called the Chapel. The main 

and the bolection mouldings of the panelling 

rna.Y be 1ate 17th ce:ntur:,,, 

in 

the wall 

sta irc.asc 

tha chapel 

-



I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

- J\2 -

Chapel of St. P~tricK 

Adam de HQreford 's grant to St. Thomas' Abbey, dated 

before 1212 (uilbErt 1889, 142), s,pecif1callY excludes "thQ 

chapel of St, Patricl<. in hir. c;a3tle of Hernia. This continued 

to iunction throu~hou"t the Middle Aga~. ln 131~-11, Edward II 

granted the chantry chapel (cantaria capelle) of Le1xlip 

ca .. t le to Anc:lr,H1 of Kent ( Tr,uham 1828, 1s: no. 

Paule, riactor of the "chapel roya.t in the castle of Lexlype• 

is r~ferred to in 1407 (tw~mlow 19(:14, 124-5) and this is 

presumably the ~+ree chapel of Lexlep• granted to Henry Paule 

in 140€, and to Thom~s Darcas in 1480 <Tresham 1828, 102: no. 

55: 268! no, 75). 

6. ST MARY'S PA~ISH CHURCH 

The church of St. Mary of Hernie was sr~nted by Adam dQ 

Hereford to the abbey o-f St. Thomas in Dublin, bG.for8 1212 

~Gilbert 1889, 142). This date can be i*"tablished because the 

gr ant was lat2r altered by Wll 1 lam d.e Piro, bis hop of 

Glendalough, who died c,1212 (Gilbert 1889, 328-9), In the 

ecclesiastical taxation of 13e2-5 a moiety of the church of 

L"' 1:d Ip was ,.,alued at 100s, c SW.'l'titman 187:3-86, V, 240). The. 

chur-ch w.a.'.i damaged and looted by Bruce •,;, a.r my in 1317 

( Gilbert 1834, ii .. 299). In 1463 the full tithE:s of the 

church of Bles::,,;1d M;;.ry .~f Le Lxl ip w.ere res"tored to St. 

Thomas.' Abbey by par 1 lament ( Berry 1914, 163-5) .;;.fter it had 

been claimE!d that the abbey had lo:St hal-f' of its tithe,;, in 

the reign of Edward I[ ( 1307-27). The rectory of Lei~lip was 
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in the posse~sion of St. Thomas' Abbey at th,;, 

Dissolution (White 1843, 42> after which the tithes ware held 

by Nicholas Stanynghurst (ibid., 43). The rectory was. 

to Richard Manwarin;e in l:;i67 Cll ROKF'Rl, 162: no. leJ77) and 

surre11dered by hi::. widow in 158"1 < 15 RDKPRI, 35: no. 4332), 

and was subsequently leased to James Ryan 

4430). The vistta.:tion of archbishop BulKeley 

( 1b id. , 4"1: 

in 1630 

no. 

noted 

that the church ~nd chancel at Leixlip ~ere ruinous at tnat 

time <Ronan 1941b, 97). According to the parish records a 

maJor restoration of the church was cor.-.menced in 1675. 

De.scrlption i,;f'ig.5, lSS-"fl) 

Situated at the SW end of Main St. It is a simple nave 

and chancel church of thirteenth century date, ~ith a 

fifteenth century W tower, and a modern N porch, The masonry 

consist5 of roughly coursed limestone with no dressed quoins 

but much of it has been rebuilt and fragments of earlier 

~1ndows and door::. inserted in the w~lls, Tog church, which 

measures ~7m by 7,Sm internally, ha~ been re-roofed and the 

height of the ~alls increased by lm, The steep pitched l ine 

of an eg,rl ier nave roof can t>e seen 1n the E w~l l of the 

to~er and the earlier roof of the chancel in the E gable of 

the nave. 

The east wall of the CHANC~L is lit by a modern round 

twin-light window with rounded rear arch. The north and south 

wails have one round arched wlndo~, also of modern date. Th~ 

north window is bloc"ed and one side of a ~ma.11 pointed 
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window ~Jith ,;;hamfered sand.ctone Jambi. is ui:;ible E of it, 

Ex ternally there ls a chamfer.;;td single - 1 ignt 091111-neaded 

1.1inao1,,1 a.t the west end of the south 1.1all, l't is not clear if 

It has boen il'lserted or blocKed, There is a small worn head, 

with a fleur-de-ly£ cro1.1n, in thirteenth centu ry style on the 

S 1.1al 1 , 

The N wall of the NAVE has two modern pointed window~ at 

its Wend, the easternmost o~ whi c h i. blocl<ed internally. 

Externally there is a blocKed pointed door with chamfered 

s andstone jani:ls in the ceentre of the wall, and a bloc1<ed 

rectangular 1.1indow with limestone Jambs towards the W end, 

Thero; is a mo~~rn d~orway at the E ond of the nave which 

opens into the modQrn porch. There is a small wall cupboard E 

of this door. The W. wall has a ~Pla,ed flat-arch11d doorway 

with modern wooden frame. Th,;re is a blocKed splayed slit at 

first floor le~el uhich opened into the tower. The S 1.1all is 

lit by three round arched windows and one point11d window at 

the t,.J end of the wall, Ext,;,rnally the 1 imiu.tone Jambs of a 

large uindow are visible in the masonry towards the ~ end. 

n,er~ ts also a blocKed slit windo1,,1 with roughly chamfered 

1 imestone Jambs at the E: and. 

n, 8 four storeyed rectangular TOWER measures 3.5 by 3m 

internallY <~i.g. l40). rt is built of euenly coursed blocl<s 

of undressed lime6tone and lacKs dressed quoih~. The walls 

are 1,25M thicK. Tllere is a proj~ctin9 stair - turret in the NW 

corner lit at ea.ch level by rectangular double splayed slits. 

Th~ ground floor has a ~ointed barrel! v.ult but the walls 
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h~IJe been plaste1-i!'d ouer so that no f~atures ar'i! ulsible 

internally but e~ternallY there are two blocKed up double 

~P la,'ed slit; in the N and S wal Is. These are. a.t a verY low 

lQvel, Just bargly above thg ground, and it would appear that 

the present floor is higher than the original, Two low :..tone 

benches <7wall footings) run along the N and S walls of the 

tower internally. The W wall has a round arched door with 

flat rear arch and chamfered )'ellow sandstone jambs. Acces.: 

to the first floor is uia a flat lintelled door 

lea.ding to the spiral stair. Thg first floor 

in the NW 

through a door in which a re-used grave-slaO is used as the 

l inte I, Th~ room has a pointed barrel vault with w icKerworK 

cent.a.ring with a lai-ge hate in it on the W side to allow the 

clocK weights to move up and down. The E wall has a blocK~d 

rectangular slit high on the E wall which opened into the 

church. There is a wall cupboard in the !.outh 1,1;;.l l and a 

splayed singl,e-l ight cusped O~ile-tH1aded window wi'th chamfered 

limestone jambs and flattened rear-arch in the centre of th,e 

wall, High 1n th.a wall is a double spla.yed, flat lintetl.!,d 

rectaogula.r slit. The W wall has a >imilar window bu~ with 

concave splay, windo~ ~ea.t~, and a sma.11 w ... ll ~upboard. The N 

wal I has a blocKed-up fireplace with overhanging chirMeY 

supported on a corbel, The second floor i~ entered on the NW 

through a lintelled door. The E w~ll has a projecting canopl' 

in the NE corner for a firepla.c.!' which protruded onto 1he 

floor, and in the centre of the wall is a partially blocKed 

up pointed arch with a rectangular opening ~h1ch looKs onto 

the roof rafters of the nave. The S and W walls have a 
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s ingle-1 ight ogee.-he.11.ded w 1ru;Jo•1 .with chamfered 

ja.mbr., segmental rea.r arch, conca.vQ £plays and a. windo~1 seat. 

There i:: a wal I cupbo a.rd in the N wall. The ca i I ing is modern 

but 1-t is supported on the original corbels. The thirCI 

ts enter~d through a lintelled door in the t',A,J corner. 

floor 

The E 

wall ls re.due.ad i n th ic::Knes.~ a.bout 60cm above the floc•r and 

the top of the inner part of the wall forms a b.-in.:h betWQQn 

the N and s walls. Inserti!CI into the centra of the th inner 

section of wall is a round arched window with flattened 

rear-arch and splays which widen to the e x terior. Above the 

window the wall returns to its original thicKness a.nd & lou 

bupportlng a r ch stretches from the N to the S wall, Th€ Sand 

W uall3 have a blocKed rectangular windou with flatten~d rear 

arch and internal splay. The modern roof is supported on 

bricK worK which appear:: to ha.ue been built abov e the 

original roof line because at lea.st four stones 1n the S wall 

are sloping towards the out"ide and may have be e n the 

drainage stones of the original roof. There is a dr aina.sie 

cours li! externally below the parapet. There i::. a. carved! head 

with bulging eyes and a moustache placed high on the Wend of 

the stair-turret's N wall, Another he~CI faces out from the E 

end o-1- the tower's N t.1al I. Jt has a. fringe of hair acrc,ss the 

forehead, bulging almond shapgd ayes, a.n elongated nos.e a nd 

an upui•ned slit for the mouth . 

cro s s-slab. Late 13th / early 14th cents. 

Used as a lintel &t fir~t floor level in the tower. Decorated 



in low r~lief ~ith a cross conii:;;ting of two broKQn circle~, 

an e x panded rQctangular Knop with rounded termtncl and the 

□ l ms : L • 77 ( m i n ) W • 2e T • t 8 

White wall memorial. t664. 

Two rectangular Pla~ues set in an architectural frame i n 

tha N w~ll of the chancel arch. The frame has a heav y coat of 

blue paint and the tablets are covered in blacK gloss paint, 

The upper stone has a heater shaped shield in relief with tha 

arms of White impaling Moore; dexter: argent, chevron 9ules 

between three roses of the last: sini;ter: azure on a chief 

indented three mullets gulas. The inscription on the lower 

tablet i:;; badl 7· incised in Roman lettering: 

THlS TOMB WRS ERECTED: BY THE LADY URSULA/ WHIT: 

DAUGHTER TO THE LORO MOORE/ HERE LYETH THE B001S OF SR 

NICHOLAS WHITE/ KNIGHT DECEASE□ THE 2qTH OF FEBRUARIE 

1654 AI\IJ / HIS SON NICHOLRS WHITE Eso: DECEASED THE 31 OF 

OECEMBR/ 1664. 

□ ims: Upr. stone H,58 W.41 

Lr. Stone H,4q W,S2 

Fi-tzg~rald 1892-qa, 142 

[)et>ora.h Wil Iiams, 1697. 

L~~ge rectangular limestone slab set in the chancel floor. 

Inci:Sed 1n:;cription in Roman capitals.: 

OEPOSITV OEBORAE RE:'.LICTAE/ GV I.Jil..1..IAMS ARCHIDIAC CASSEL/ 

SORORIS ~RCISSl AEPI DUB/ QVAE DECESSIT 2~ MAR 1697-6/ 



AET 65. 

Dims: L ,220 W. 112 

FitzGerald 1892-4a, 142. 

Font 

Large rectangular font set on top of the stone bench/ wall 

footings in the tower's ground floor. Circular basin, lacKi n g 

a drainage hole. Coated in blacK gloss paint. 

underneath the basin may be pa.rt of a stepped base, 

Dims: H.36 W.68 T.66 

Basin Depth ,22 Diam, 47 

F itzGerald 1892-4a, 142. 

Grave-slab. 17th cent. 

The s 1 ab 

Set into the S wall of the chancel. Round-headed limesto n e 

gravemaKer. Much of the surface has flaKed off. Decorated in 

low rii!l ief with a sKull and crossed bones below an equal 

armed cross and an incised ins er ipt ion in Roman capitals= 

HERE LIETH THE/ BURIALL PLACE OF/ HENRY •• ,/ MAY, There are a 

few letters beloLI the sKull T .•• N •• O', 

Dim!.: H.86 W,48 

7, AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST, CATHERINE 

Th is priory was founded in 1219 by War is ius de Pech, lord 

of Lucan ( Gwynn and HadcocK 1370, 192), who 

the endowments in order to provide for !.ix 

la. ter in creased 

chaplain!., The 

priory was subordinated to St, Thoma!.' Abbey, Dublin, in 1236 

and ,;nited to St, Thomas' as a conventual dependanc:,, in 1237. 
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In 1323 it was appropriated to St. T?lomas' a,;, 

non-conventual cell, to be served by a canon of St, 

because it wa:;, tmpouer ished and heavily in debt (Gwynn and 

HadcocK 1970, 192). In 1539 thQ church and attached lands 

were granted rent-free to PatricK Fynne, a former canon of 

St, Thomas', on condition that he maintain ~he church and 

other buildings (White 1943, 28-9). The church of St, 

Katherine, ~near the Sa.tenon Leap" I.las listed in th,;i surrender 

of St. Thomas' Abbey (Morrin 1861, 134) and in 1569 i-ts site 

was granted to Sir Nicholas White (11 RDKPRl, 205: no. 1369), 

De. s c r 1 P t ion ( F i g • t 42) 

A roofless house occupies the site of this church on a 

low plateau above th"- Li-f-fe:,,, NE of the village. It i.:c built 

of uncoursed limestone~ with a considerabl8 amount of bricK, 

and has blocKed up opening~ in each wal t. int@rnal 

measuremen-ts are 8,75 ( N-S) by 7.45m < E-W> and the floor is 

missing, There are roughly dressed quoins on the NE, SE and 

SW angles and the E window is a tuin light multi-cusped 

pointed wiJ'\doi., with into?rnal splay. The E wall is 1.10 thicK 

and the s wall is 95cm thicK, There are two bricK windo~s in 

the 5 wal t and a br i,=K door in the W wall. The E gable Is 

crenellated with bricK, Ther~ arg no .urroundi~g buildings. 

a. OTHER FEATURES 

cnapel of st. Abban 
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An inquisition of 1604 records that in 

Cottrell, latQ abbot of st. Thom~;•, Oubl i.n, had granted the 

tithes of a moiet, of Leixlip to 'John Dee, vi.car of the 

church or chapel of St. Abban, lying within the manor of 

Laixlip' CJKAS 3 (1899-1902), 489). Nothing els;,;;i is Known of 

th is chapel, 

On top of the hlll, N of the Priory site, on the E side 

0 -f the roa.d. structures, 

p l as t e r e d i n t e r n al l y , over t h ;i 1.1 e l l , 

9. LIST OF STRAY Flf\OS 

1. Mesolithic core axe. Found in a 9a.rden at LeixliP, co. 

Kildare. woodman 1978, 323. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL 

Lo2ixJip is important to archaeological 

it is one of tha few rural i;ites connected with the V1K1ngs. 

It i:3 quite po$S ible that there IJa.:3 a. set"ttement here in 

Vi.King times and the church na.me, An Urnaidhe, is a further 

pointer to s~ttlemant here in pre-Norman times, The extent of 

the Anglo-Norman borough is unKnown and tha present street 

pattern and burgage plot pattern ~ppears to date to the 

&eventeenth century. 



It is liKely that 

destroyed on the 

Probably 

front .age, 

survive 

street 

below 

The area in 

particularly important 

archaeological deposits have been 

front but archaeological layers 

ground in the plots behind the 

the vicinity of the bridge is 

because of the l iKl ihood that 

waterlogged archaeological deposits survive, and these would 

shed considerable light, for instance, on 

and its successors. 

the first bridge 

In common with other medieval sites it is to be 

that archaeo 1 og ical remains survive below 

particularly in the form of house -found at ions, 

expected 

ground, 

p its 

debris scatters, Accordingly there is the potential 

and 

to 

the discover the extent of tr-,e medieval settlement, and 

nature of its houses, streets, and defences, if any. 

In summary, the archaeological data indicates that the 

borough, which may have begun as a settlement in V iK ing 

times, was occupied throughout the Middle Ages. Documentary 

records of the site are few and in the future archaeological 

excavation is l iKely to be the principal means by which 

additional Knowledge can be obtained. The borough will come 

under pressure from housing development in the near future 

is important, then, because of its proximity to Dubl i11. It 

that any future development should be monitored otherwise 

archaeological information is liable to be lost needlessly. 

Area of Archaeological Potential 

The shaded portion of the a,=compa.nying map (Fig. 143) 



delimits the area of archaeological potential within Leixlip. 

This is based essentially on the area formed by the Known 

monuments, and because there is a lacK of information at 

present on the precise extent of the borough it is 

that all worKs within the shaded area be monitored. 

suggested 
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MOONE 

Moone is a smal I vi ll age located on the main 

Dublin-Carlo1o1 road, 8Klm north of Castleder mot and 17 Kim 

sout h of Kilcullen. It ii locat e d on upland s oil at the 

western edge of the WicKlow 

se ttlement of Moone was located 

mountains . The 

Klm to the west, 

original 

in the 

va lle y of the river Grease , a tributary of the Barrow. The 

name is derived from Maoin Cholaim Cille, ' Co 1 me i 1 1 e ' s 

property' < Oinnseanchas 3, no . 2 < 1968), 55-7) . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The earliest settlement at MJone is the ecclesiastical 

site, dedicated to Colmcille. The foun dation date of th e 

mona~tery is unKnown a nd the first documentary references 

occur in the eleventh century, when the deaths are noted of 

Aedh o Fl a nagan, erenagh of Main-Choluim-Cille <AU- 1005 ) and 

Abbot Colum O Flanagan , in 1015 <AFM, s . a . 1014) . In 1040 

Mae in Cho 1 u im Chi 11 e ~ias one of four churches p I undered by 

Oiarmait Mac Mael na mBo <AFM) . 

It is 1 iKel y that it was the presence of the monaster y 

which attracte d the Anglo-Normans to this site . Indeed, it 

would appear that Moone was one of the places which 

strongbow, as lord of Le inster, choose to retain in his own 

h a nds . Unfortunatel y no information s urvives on the first 

half-centur y of Ang l o -Norman rule at Moone but it is 1 i Ke 1 y 



that a b orough was established at the beginn ing of the 

thirteenth century . C,1223 William Marshall the y ounger 

granted a char t er to the burgesses of Moone which g ran ted 

th e m their b u rgages "for the rent which Geoffrey FitzRobe rt 

first settled, to wit a burgag e with th e appurtenances b y the 

rent o f 12d . year 1 y < Mac Ni o ca i l l 1964b, 250; Mills 1905, 

371). From thi s it wou ld appear that the borough was 

establis hed a t the time llhen Geoffre y FitzRobert was 

senescha l of Le in s ter, c . 1200 < Orp e n 1911 - 20, ii, 226). The 

charter of c. 1223 granted the burgesses of Moone a number of 

pri v ileges including the right to be tried o nl y in the 

hundred of the town, which was to be held in the tow n once a 

wee I<; freedom from to 11 s an d cu s toms; restrict i on s on o u tside 

merchan ts trading in the town; freedom to marry and dispose 

o f p roperty a.t ~•ill; the right to have a gild mer chant and 

other gilds <MacNiocaill 1964b, 246-50). Ther e is no 

r eference to an autonomous municipal authority in the charter 

but thi s was clearl y in e x istence by 1302 when the 'p r ovost 

and community of the t ow n of Moen' were s ummoned to answer 

queries c o ncerning their use of common of pasture nearby . The 

c.1223 charter also indicates that the e ar l h a d a c as tle, 

governed b y a bai liff, a hospice and mills at Moon e by that 

time. There was also a church of so me importanc e by this 

date , 
indicating that Moone was a well-established and 

prosperous sett l e ment b y 
1225. The borough continued to 

f u ncti o n in the fourteenth an d fifteenth centur i es . Adam 

Tann e r, provost of Moneco lu mKyl 1 is mentioned in 13 28 <Wh it e 

1957, 21 ) while the d ower assigned to An a stasia , widow o f 

" 

J 
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Dav ld Wogan, in 1418 inc I uded 4mar Ks 13. 5d. of bur gage rents 

from Moone ( Tre sham 1828, 223: no. le). Th is amount 

represents s l ightly more than sixty burgages, one-third of 

the total of 180, suggesting that the number of burgages was 

the same as in 1299. The subsequent history of the settlement 

is unKnown and l ater references are scarce . In 1580 , during 

the Baltinglas3 rebellion, a garrison was stationed there, 

pre sumabl y in the cas tle <Hamilton 1867, 266) . The Civil 

Surve y of 1654 stated that the manor of Moone was held 

Joint l y b y Thomas and Maurice Eust a ce and it noted two 

c as tles and a mill there (Simin gton 1952, 116). The census of 

1659 returned the relative l y substantial figure of 109 for 

Moone <Pender 1939, 404 ) . 

ARCHAEOLOG ICAL INVENTORY 

1. SITE OF BOROUGH 

2, INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

3. CASTLE 

4. ST. COLUMBA ' S CHURCH & EARLY MONASTIC SITE 

5. OTHER FEATURES 

6 . LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

1 . SITE OF BOROUGH 

It is difficult to be certain of th e e xact site of the 

borough but the most liKe l y posi tion ls on either side of the 
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road on the W of the church because the ground beside the 

river is marshy while the ground NW of the road leading from 

the gates of Mooneabbey House is steep , 

2 . INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

The ruins of substan tial mills are beside the river, SW 

of Moone Bridge . They are 18-19th century but may be on th e 

site of the medieval mills. 

3 . CASTLE 

There was a castle at Moone b y c .1223 and it functioned 

as the manoria l centre of Moone (MacNiocail l 1964b, 247, 

249), In 1247 An se lm Marshall, the last lord of Leinster, 

died. In the resulting partition Moone ~,as given to William 

Marshal 1 ' s daughter Isabel who was married to Reginald de 

Moh u n < Orpen 19 11 -2€1, i i i , 97, 1 €11 ) . It re ma in e d w it h the de 

Mohuns until 1299 when it was surrendered to the King 

<Sweetman 1875-86, iv, 270). An extent of the lands drawn up 

in that year noted that the burgesses paid £8 0s. 4d. yearly 

f or their burgages, an amount IJh ich suggests a total of 160 

burg ages < Sweetman 1875-86, iv, 309-10; v, 115- 17; Mil ls 

1914 , 28-30). It also accoun ted for the returns of the court 

and th e hundred there, and noted that John de Mohun held two 

wate r - mill s, and a messuage and curtilage at his manor of 

'Grange Mohoun '. In 1305 the King granted l an ds and tenement s 

at Moone to John Wogan, the justiciar (Sweetman 1875-86, v, 
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127-8) and Mo one was to rema. in in the h an d s of the Wogans 

unti l 1447 ~J hen it passed t o the Eustaces ( TicKe ll 

395-6, 398-9). 

1946-63, 

Th e form of the cast l e is unKnown throughout thi s period 

a nd, indeed, there i s n ,, dire ct historica l evidence for the 

presence of the castle. Th e reference to a garrison a t Moone 

in 1580, h o wever, al mos t cert a inly indic a tes that it 1.1as the 

cast l e that was garrisone d <Hami l ton 1867 , 266). Th e Civil 

Survey of 1654 n o t ed the presen c e of two cas tle s at Moone, 

one of which was va lued at £40, the other at £15 ( Simington 

1952, 116 ) ; both wer e pre s umabl y h e ld b y Thomas an d Maurice 

Eustace, th e proprietors of the manor , Le w i s < 1837, ii, 39 1 ) 

not e d "the remains of an ancient castle, s uppos e d to have 

be en built b y one of the fir s t Engli s h a dventurers, on the 

banK o f the rive r , above which, one to~ier ye t standing forms 

a cons picuous object .... I t recieved con s iderable injury 

du r ing th e disturba nc es of 1798". 

De s cription <Figs . 144-5 ) 

Rectangular tower h o u se o f four storeys with wall wa l K 

a b ov e . It s t an ds on a. s 1 ight r i se above the Greese river in 

t h e grounds of Mo o neabbe y House . It has basa l dime nsions of 

8 . 4 N-S b y 8 , lm E-W and is 15. 25m high , It i s built o f 

unc o urse d r ubbl e l imestone wit h some dressed quoins in the NW 

corner of the batter . The re i s a batter on the N and W sid es 

which i s a n a dditi on b ecause it bl ocKs two l oops and what was 

po ss ibl y an orig inal entrance i n the N wa ll of the ground 



l 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-319-

f 1 oor. The N half of the E ~Jal 1 is stepped out at ground 

level an d above thi s there is a gabled roof 1 ine indicating 

the former presence of a building attached to the N wall . 

Traces of its N return, about 80cm thicK, are present in the 

N end of the E t,Jal 1 an d a breaK in the s end of the wall 

wou 1 d indicate th a t the building was 5.Sm wide. The pr esent 

entrance of the tower house , in the E wal 1 , probably 

communicated with this structure . The interior of the tower 

from first floor level upwards h as been fitted out as a 

dovecote . 

Th e t o we r house is entered through a rectangular opening 

in the N end of the E wall, The door lacK s its jambs and has 

a round arch of bricK. The presence of a murder hole above 

the door , however, indicates that this was a n original 

entrance. The W part of the entrance is larg e l y faced with 

bricK and opens through a flat arch ed doorway , with a modern 

wooden frame , into a rectangular ch amber with a pointed 

b arre 11 vau It. The chamber measures 4 . 5 NS by 3 . 55m EW and is 

a max imum of 5 m high. A round opening, 1.5m in diame te r , is 

present in the v a ult a bove the S wall, and r i ses to a height 

o f 2m until it is s e a led by corbelling. There are rectangul ar 

wall cupboards at the E and W en ds of the W wall a nd a 

rectangular window with wooden frame in a widely splaying 

embr asur e with rounded rear arch in the cen tre. The N wal 1 

has rectangular s playe d slit s a t the N and S ends, both of 

which are blocKed by the external batter, and a large spl ayed 

recess, probabl y a d oo rway, with segmental rear-arch in the 

centre, which is a lso bloc Ke d b y the batter. A straigh t 

I ______________ _ 
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stair s in the thicKness of the E wall, S of the doorway leads 

to the first floor. 

The stairs in the E wall is lit just below 1st floor 

le v el by a rectangular slit window, parallel sided e x ternally 

and splayed internally lJith flat 1 intelled rear arch in the S 

wall. At this point the stairs double bacK and continue in a 

northerly direction to first floor 1 eve 1. The s tairs open 

into a nar row flat l inte 11 ed corridor running rough I y NS 

~Jh ich is lit by a rectangular sp l a yed s li t with f l at 

lintelled rear - arch in the cent r e of the E wall. In the W 

wall of this c o rridor, at the N end, is a splayed f lat 

lintelled opening which was the o r iginal entrance to the main 

chamber but is now cut off from it by the stones of the 

dovecote. Th e main chamber is now entered through an opening 

broKen th r ough the W ~1al I at the S end of the corridor. The E 

LI al 1 h a d a w a I 1 cupboar,j i n the N 

concealed by the dovecote. There is a 

end. 

large 

The W wall is 

parallel sided 

opening with lintelled rear-arch in the centre of the N wall 

and a wall cupboard i n the E end of the wall. Th e W end of 

the S wall has a widely splayed round-headed window with flat 

li ntelled rear-arch and tooled limestone jambs. The stairs to 

the second floor open from the E end of the S wall and are 

lit by a rectangu l ar splayed slit with flat lintelled rear 

arch. There is no longer acc e ss to the main chamber of the 

second floor bec a us e it is blocKed off b y the do vecote . The 

co r ridor to the E has a stepped roof and nar r ow pointed 

s played windows wi th flat lint e lled r ear a r ches and tooled 

ch ,amfe r ed jambs in the N and E walls . The ma in ch a mbe r has a 
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bloc Ke d sing le light ogee -h ea.ded windo~J with tool e d chamfere d 

j ambs i n the S wall and a ti.Jin-I ight p o int e d window wi th 

t oo l e d and chamfered j amb s in the w wal 1. 

The s tairs to the third floor are lit b y a splay ed ogee 

he a ded wind ow with fl a t lintelled rear arch and t oo l e d 

limestone j amb s in the S wa ll. The eastern h a lf of the window 

is ·f i 11 ed with bl ocK ing stones. To the E i s a rectangular 

d ou bl e sp l aye d s lit with flat l intel led rear arc h, The ma in 

ch amber is also blocKed o ·ff b y the dovecot on this f loo r . Th e 

e as tern p asage is much wi d er at this l eve l and taKes the form 

of a sub-triangu l ar room with a stone-arc h ed fi re pl a ce 

sitting out on the f loo r from the E wall . Th ere are two stone 

shel ves ,:i n e ither s id e of the chimne y b reast . The r oom is li t 

b y a double s playe d r ec tangular wi n d ow with flattened arch in 

the E wall , a pointed splayed window with f lat linte lled 

r ear-arch and too l e d limeston e j amb s and sillstone with hole 

f or secu r ing a s hutter in the N wall. There is al so a flat 

lint e ll e d splayed opening at the junction o f the W and N 

~J a l l s . The roof has several courses of corbe 11 ing. In the SE 

angl e outside the chamber is a garderobe chut e ope ning 

di recly underneath to the E and a blocK ed flat lintelled 

window di rect l y above, 

Th e p arapet lev el is differentiate d ex t ernall y b y a 

d ra inage course i n the S, Wand N wa lls . The sta i rs ascend 

th rou gh the S ~Ja l 1 and are 1 it b y a smal 1 splayed flat 

1 i n t e 11 ed ~J i ndow . The roof is steep l y pitche d and of b r icK. 

I t is very overgrown a nd the parapet has co ll apsed i n places . 
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4. ST . COLUMBA'S CHURCH & EARLY MONASTIC SITE 

The first reference to the church of Moone occurs in 1179 

when it ~ias included in a lis t of churches with in the diocese 

of Gle nda lough <McNeil! 1950 , 5; Sheehy 1962, 29-31). After 

the union of the dioceses of Dublin and Glend a lough <c .1213) 

Moone became part of Dublin < McNeil l 1950, 38; Sheehy 1962, 

171-2 ) . In 1220 Wi 11 iam Marshall, lord of Le inster, resigned 

the church t o the archbishop of Dublin (White 1957, 18 - 19). 

The archbishop granted the church to St. PatricK ' s cathedral, 

Dublin, between 1220 a nd 1223 <McNeil ! 1950, 52; White 1957, 

20-1 ) . The church is listed in a tax ation of St . PatricK's in 

1306 < Lawl or 1908, 63) and there was a theft of silver from a 

chest within the church in 1310 < Wood, Langman and Griffith 

1956, 153 ) . It was a church of importance and in 1533 the 

Repertorium Viride described it as a mother-church with three 

an ne x ed c hurche s at Ardscull, 'le Barton' and ' Kilgelane' 

(Wh it e 1941, 211) . The Royal Visitation of the diocese of 

Oubl in in 1615 noted that the c hu rch was in good repair 

(Ronan 1941a, 51) but it was ruinous b y 1630 < Ronan 194 lb, 

124). Th e belfry fell in the ear l y nineteenth centur)i and the 

Lady Chapel and north wall were demolished in the 

M. Car roll 1891-5, ·293). 

1830s < F. 

Many writers, including Le~J is ( 1837, ii, 391), Killanin 

and ou ignan < 1967, 90) and Har bison < 1970, 124), repeat the 

tradition that a Fr anciscan friary was founded at Moone in 

1258, but as Gwynn and HadcocK < 1970, 280 > have point e d out, 

th ere is no contemporary evidence for the e x istence of such a 

111 
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founda.t ion. 

Oescr ipt ion (Figs. 146-7) 

The remain s consist of a long r ectangular building. The 

m-,.s onry consists of unco urs ed rubb I e 1 ime s tone. There is no 

dressed sto ne e x cept for some g r anite quoins at either corner 

of the Wend. Th e r e was a p a rapet around the church. 

The E gable stands to a h e ight of between 7 and 8m, and 

had steps over the gable connecting the parap e ts. The N and S 

wa ll s of th e church project as buttresses beyond the E wal 1 

and it is rJnl iKel y that these are antae as Ha rbison < 197el, 

124) h as s ugg e sted. Toe pointed s pl a y e d window i s a modern 

insertion although it may reflect the s t y le of the original. 

The middle section of the wall below the window is also 

modern blocKing. The N wall stands to a height of 5m at its 

junction with the east gable and has a single splay, 

corre s ponding to th e lancet in the s outh wall. The !Jal 1 is 

broKen W of this and i s represented by footings for 4 m. The 

n ex t 2m of wall i s modern blocK ing and incorporate two very 

large limeston e boulders, Th e W end of the wal 1 i s 

fe a tur e l ess e x c e pt f o r some putlog holes and on e splay a nd 

tw o s tones from a window arch at th e E end . Th e W gable 

s t a nds t o a h e igh t o f Sm. Much of the inn e r face of the wa ll 

i s mi ss ing fr o m ar ou n d the fl a t -arch e d singl e -light 

r e ct a ngul a r s playe d windo w with fl a t lintell e d rear - arch. 

High in tt-, e g a bl e th e r e i s a s imil ar s ma ll er window. The 1o1 a ll 

i s c ove r e d b y ivy e x t er n a ll y br..1t it a ppear s t o h ave h a d st e p s 
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over t h e top . The S wall stands to a h e ight o f 6.5m at the E 

e nd an d 5.5m at the Wend . The E en d is b u ilt of lo ng slabs 

of limestone while the Wend is built o f limestone rubble and 

occasional bl ocKs o f dres sed an d undre ssed gr ani t e . Th ere i s 

a pointed l a ncet with poi nte d rear ar ch at the E end of the 

wal 1. W of th is is a hole at t he base of the wal 1 . Par t of 

th e ne x t section of wa ll to the Wis rebuilt with a short 

sect i on o f an in ternal crossing wal l, pro ba b 1 y marK i ng the 

s ite o f the tower shown by Austin Cooper. Further W i s a 

flat - arched door with intern a l sp l ay , and a partly re built 

pointed do orway with flat rear -arch. At the We nd of the wall 

is a small r o un d a rched rece ss with s light l y sp layed sides . 

Th e LAD Y CHAPEL i s s hown by Cooper in a d rawin g of 1784 

(F.M. Carroll 1891 - 5, 286) which s ho14s it with two lancets in 

th e N wal 1. 

Cooper depict s the TOWER near the SE corner. It was four 

floored with narrow slits i n the firs t an d second floors o n 

the N wall and large rectangular wi ndows in th e N and W walls 

a t thi rd floor le vel . There was a dra i nag e course over the 

3rd floor with ba ttlements abo ve. 

A small re cta n gu l ar s tructur e of uncer t ain date was built 

o nt o t h e W wa ll. 

Monuments 

Th e cro s ses are pro bab l y not in t heir original positions . 

Th e s c ross ~1as only er e cted in it s prese nt position after 

'Ill 



1835 CF. M. Carroll 1891-5, 293). 

South Cross <Figs. 148-51). 8th cent . 

Granite ringed cross in three sections on the S si de of the 

medieval church . Deco ration consists of panels with 

scriptural scenes carved in f alse rel ief . The base is a tall 

rectangul ar blocK of stone with a truncated p yramid on top. 

Base 

S face <Fig . 148) Lr p ane l: Danie l in the Lions Oen. Mid 

Pan e 1 : sacrifice of I saac. Upr p ane l: Adam and Eve 

W face. Lr panel: Lo aves an d fishes . Mid panel: Flight 

Eg y pt. Upr panel: Th ree children in the fiery furnace. 

into 

N face <Figs . 149-50) Lr panel: twelve apostles . Mid panel: 

crucifixion . 

E f a ce <Fig. 151) Lr panel: two animals with scrolls on their 

bacKs, the ends o f which interlace and have heads as 

terminals . Mid panel: man between two beast s . Upr panel ? Paul 

and Anthon y in the desert . 

Shaft 

S face <Fig. 148) Cross-head: Christ in Majesty . Shaft panels 

a r e filled with interlace, animal and abstract motifs . 

W f ace. Panels decor a ted with animals and figures; every 

secon d panel is undecorated. 

N fac e <F ig . 149) Cross-he a d : larg e spiral with small panels 

in the arms . S h af t p anel s are filled with a nima ls among whi ch 

are a cow, a deer, two dogs . The pane l below the r ing has a 

d ia.mond sh a ped design on a b acKground of small bosses . The 

upper panel has a si x sp iral pattern. 
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E fa.ce . Ever :,, s ec on d panel on th e shaf t and ring hav e a.nirnals 

o r interl a c e while every o ther p a nel i s blanK. 

Di ms: H. of tap e ring base 1.83 w. a t bas e 80 X 83 

W a t top, 72 by 68 

Shaft W 40 b y 38 

East Cross <Fig . 152). Prob. p r e-1200, 

Gr a nite ba.se deep 1 y bu rie d in the ground in the grave yar d, NE 

of th e church. 

Dims: W. at top 72 x 4 8 

Mortice: Depth 14 W,30 by 22 cm 

North cross ( Fig. 153). Pre-1200 , 

Undeco rated pyramidal s haped granit e b ase in the woo ded field 

to the N of the mediev a l church. 

Dims: H , 56 Wat base 74 b y 54 

Wat top 54 by 43 

Mortice: Depth= 14 w. 24,5 by 13 cm 

We.; t Cross (Fig , 154), Pre-1200. 

i mme d i ate l y • N of the S c ross . T~J o st e PP e d 
Cro ss base 

unde corate d pyramida l -shaped gr an ite base with small mor tic e . 

Ther e i s a reb a te ar oun d th e mortice and one s ide of the base 

has three steps. 

Dims: 
H. 70 W. 58-35 by 46-27 

Mort ic e Depth 17 w. 12 by 12 cm. 

Fragmen t ary cross . 

Bu i lt into a ce me nt sur round in the nave of the church are 
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shaft, 

W face. Th e shaft has an inter 1 aced fo 1 iage pane 1 and the 

lower panel of the ring has two animals while ther e are two 

affronte ,:f an irna.l s on the pane 1 in the arm. 

E face. Three pan e ls lJith animals. The panel in the arm has a 

human head an d a second head rests on the bacK of a horse. 

The shaft panels have one animal each, 

Dims : Shaft H.72 W.41 T.17 

Arm H,37 W.52 T.17 

Cross-slab <Fig. 155). 13th - 14th cents. 

Tape ring limestone slab l y ing on the ground close to the S 

cross. Decorated with a fle•Jr-d e- l ys cross in false relief. 

The head of the cross has a smaller fleur-de - l ys within the 

mai n design. The foot of the c ross is missing. 

Dims: L.111 W,43-41 T.21 

Brine s 1 ab. 1624 

Limeston e s lab in three pieces ~iithin 

In s c r i pt ion in fa 1 s e re 1 i e f Ro man cap it a 1 s : 

the chance 1. 

EDMOND Brine / D IOHANNY .. , / N HIS WIFE CAuse / D THIS 

MOM/Men / TE TO BE MADe in r/ EMRANCE. Of hi/ S PARENTS 

OIERmo t. / 0 BRINE AND ,IOR CVLLON WhO DEC/ EASED A dni 

1624/ FOR whose sov l es/ YEE INC/ harit y iE FOR AS/ 

you ArE sOE HA / v E THEY BEEN/ AND as THEY ARE/ YOU 

SHALL BES/ ENE A ON! 1635 PATRICH BR INE 
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Be l o w t he i ns c r i p ti o n is a n inc i se ,j cross o n a cal vary with 

IHS i n th e c e nt r e. Ther e a r e c r o ss ed b o n es a nd a marigold 

~J ith in a circ l e (?sun ) on the r ight s id e and s ome 1 ine s on 

the left. 

Dims : L.157 W. 62 T. 8 cm 

J . As soc . Pres e r v a t i on Me mor ia l s Dead 1 ( 1888-81 ) , 182, 416; 

ibid. 2 < 1882-4 ) , 326 

Archbold tomb . 17th cent . 

Th is t o mb , in nine f rag ment s , i s gathered to g ether o n th e 

ground within t he ch a nce l . It consist s o f th e t a b l e of an 

a l tar tomb a n d one side a nd on e e nd p a nel d e co rat e d in v e ry 

l o w f a l se r el i e f . Th e t a bl e c arr i es the i nscr iptio n in Roman 

capita l s : 

ORATE PRO ANIMA/ GUALTER I ARCH/ BOLD QU I HOC MONUMENTUM/ 

FIERI FECIT IN ME/ mo riam UXOR I S . E IOR TUI / ENI T EAD 

I UD ITI / S IUDEX I UST 

Th e four c o rne rs of the s lab h a d depictions of the 

ev a ng e l i s t s; St Mar K < .ARGUS), t o p left a nd St Matth e w , top 

ri g ht. Between th e m is a. s hield ~J ith th e Arc hbol d a rms 

(ermine a sa lt i re and a ch i e f gules - chief n o t s h o wn ) . At 

t h e bottom o f t h e s l a b i s a d e pi c tion of St . Michae l l a b e l l e d 

. ICHAEL a nd J o hn th e Evange li s t lab e ll e d IOHANNES . Ups id e 

d own a t th e b as e o f th e s l a b i s th e n ame of th e scul p t or 

' MATHUE MOL/ AUNXE MASONE. 

Th e s i d e pane l i s d ec ora t e d wi th e mp t y oge e - h ead ed n ich e s 

sep a rate d b y pi l a s ters c ar v ed wi t h fo li a ge . Th e upper bo r d e r 
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h as bead and reel mo•.ild i ngs an d the l ower has a running 

foliage de s ign. The end p ane l has a crucif i x ion with one 

narrobJ panel of foliage and one panel with a geometric 

d esign. Th e narrow re turn of the pane l al so h as a p anel of 

foliag e . Ch rist is shown nai led to a La tin cross with 

above . 

D ims : Co ver L. 168 < min ) W. 6 1 T. 18 

Side Pa n e l L. 177 

End Panel L . 86 

FitzGerald 188 1-5c, 206 

5. OTHER FEATURES 

St • Co 1 u 01b K i 1 1 e ' s we 1 1 . 

W. 61 T. 11 

w. 61 T. 17 crn. 

INRI 

Si t uated in low lying ground NE of the church. Surrounded b y 

a bee-hi v e structu re . Overgrow n and neglected, 

Moone rath. 

Situated on t op of a hill SW o f th e churchyard, whic h affor d s 

e x tensive v ie ws. The top of the hil L is fl a t and the feature 

was mad e b >,' digging a ditc h and counter scarp banK 3m 

the top of the hill , There is a squ ar e limesto ne grave 

below 

s l ab 

in th e centre of th e rat h wi th a foli a ge d es ign in relief and 

a.n incised 18th cent•J rY inscription to Thomas As he. 

J. Ass o c . Preservation Memor i a l s Dead I r el and < 1888-91), 

192. 

6, LIST OF STRAY FINDS . 
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Flints. 

In laying a Gas Pipeline, a flint b l ade and end scraper made 

from a tJater rolled pebble were found in Moone 

Sheet 38 , 36cm from Wand 2 . 2cm from S. 

Human remains 

Td. o.s. 6" 

Human remains together with a flat piece of iron and three 

iron handles are in the National M1Jseum of I r eland. NMI 1945: 

32-6. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTT I AL 

Moone is a particu l arly good e x ample of a deserted 

medieva l borough . The documentary sources indicate that it 

was a pre-Norman church site of importance and this was 

probably tJhat att r acted the Anglo-Normans there in the later 

twe l fth centur y . There are indications that the borough was a 

sub s tantial settleme nt i n the thirteenth an d fourteenth 

a.nd its abandonment probably occurred in the 

fifte e nth as a resu l t of attacKs from the MacMurroughs . The 

castle, however, continued as a strongpoint and some form of 

sett l ement survived here until th e s ev e nt e enth century . The 

e x act e x tent of th e borough is unKnown, however, at an y time 

in its hist o r y and we l a cK information on th e form of its 

houses a nd s tree t s . 

Ther e is littl e e videnc e for int e rfe r ence with the 

archa eological d e po s its, a nd, in c ommon with othe r me dieval 
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sites it is t o be e x pected that ar ch a eological r ema in s 

survive bel o w ground, p ar ticul ar l y in the form of hous e 

foundations, pit s an d d e bris scatters . Acco rd i n gl y there i s 

the p otent i a l t o discove r the extent of the medieval 

settl ement, and the nat ure of 

defences, if any . 

it s house s , s treets, and 

I n s ummary, th e archae ological dat a indicates that the 

borough, ~Jhich b e g an as a set tlement during the Earl y 

Christ i an p er iod, was occup i e d th ro ughout the Middle Ag es . 

Do cu me nt a r y records of the s it e ar e few and in the futur e 

archaeological excavation i s liKe l y t o be the princ ip a l means 

b y which a dditi ona l Know l e d ge can b e obtained . The bo rough i s 

und e r no immediate th reat . 

Area of Ar ch aeo l o gic a l Po t en tial 

Th e s h a d ed port ion of the acc ompan y ing map (Fig . 156) 

d e limit s the a re a of a rchaeo l og i c a l pot en tial within Moone. 

Thi s i s b as ed es se ntia l l y on the area fo rmed by the Known 

monume nt s, and because there is a l acK of information a t 

present on the precise extent of the bo ro ugh it i s sugges t e d 

th a t a ll ~,o rKs wi thin the s h a d ed area be monitored. 

 

 

,.. 
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NAAS 

Naas is the count y town of Kild a re and was also the 

count y 's principal town during th e Middle Ages . Situated in 

fertile l ow-lying ground o n the eastern fring e of the L iffey 

val l e y in the north - east of the county, 32Klm south-we s t of 

Oubl in and 18 Klm north-e ast of Ki l dare. The placename Nas 

means 'p l ace of a ssembly ' (de hOir 1874-7, 103) . 

ARCHAEOLOG I CAL & HISTOR I C BACKGROUND 

T,10 Earl y Bronze Age a x eheads and a m•J l tip l e burial fo•.md 

in an e s Ker at Gal l ow's Glen indicate human activity in the 

v icinity of Naas during the Ear l y Br onze Age but nothing e l se 

is Known of sett l ement in the area during preh istoric tirr~ s . 

Even in the first centuries of the Early Historic period the 

nature of activity in t h e area, wh ich may have given rise to 

the n a me Nas, rema i ns obscure . From at least th e eighth until 

the tenth centuries, however, Naas ,ias a seat of the Kings of 

Le inster < T . J . de Burgh 1891 - 5, 184-6; JRSAI 34 < 1804 ) , 

326) . The fort <dun) o f Naa.s is first referred to in 705 

< AFM). This was the ro ya l re s idence and was probabl y 

inco r por a t e d into the late r Anglo-Nor man motte . Traditionally 

ce a rbhal l ( d .804) was the l a st King of Le inste r to resid e at 

Naas < AFM ii, 572, not e o ) , although Na a s i s again des cribed 

a s th e reside n ce o f the Ki n g s o f Leinste r in 836 < A. Clon . 

153; AFM i, 49 6, note z). 

d 
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Na.as ~Ja.s a. ls o the site of an Ear- I:,.· Ch r- ist ian monast.er-:,,, 

Known as Cill Cor-bhain or Cill Na.is, where nine Kings of 

Leinster ~Jer e buried < Radne r 1978, 230 ) , Ra dner < 1978, 167), 

who ed it e d t he eleventh c entury source containing this 

informa.t ion identified Cil l Co rba in as Kil l but this is 

incor rect . K ill was dedic a t e d to Br igid (see e lsewhere this 

vo l ume), an d in vi e w o f the a lternat i ve name Cill Nais for 

Cill Corbain together w ith th e placename Cor ban's Lane within 

Naas , the re can be lit t le doubt but th a t Cill Cor bain was at. 

Naas . The Vita Tr ip ar tit a , wr itten 895-90 1 , menti ons Naas a nd 

'the gre en of th e fort, t o the east of th e road ' and a l so a 

we ll , nort.h of the fo r t <Sto Kes 1887, 184 ) . In the Lif e o f 

F e i ch i n of F ore it is stated that t h e K ing of Leinster 

granted Feichin 'Tu lach Fobh a i r ' which, a cc ording t o Colgan 

< 1645, 137, 143) t,as l ocated near Naas. Co mer f or d < 1880-83, 

107) an d O'Han lon < 1869, 140) s uggest that a monas tery was 

est a blished at Tula.ch Fobhair and locate it at Mi llb ro oK, 

immediatel y east of the t o wn. Despite these suggestions, 

ho wever, the precise location o f Tula.ch F o bhai r cannot be 

establis hed ( O. S , Le tters , Co. Kildare, ii, 191-4) . 

After the coming of the Normans Naas was g ranted b y 

str ong bow t o Maurice Fit z Gera ld < Orpen 1892, 1, 3088; Mills 

a n d McEnery 1916, 145) . In a d oc•~ment o f c . 1186 Prince John 

c on fi rmed the g1•ant of the cantr ed in which Naas was situated 

to Will iam, son of Maurice FitzGera ld , and al s o granted him a 

weeK l :,, mar Ke t i n hi s burgh of Naas < Mi 11 s an d Mc Ene r :,.· 1916, 

145; Ir . Rec. Comm. 1829, 5 ), Th e Au gust inian prior:,, was 

est a blished b e f ore the end of the twelfth century a nd the 
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parish church, dedicated to St. David, was 

th e ear l y thirteenth centur y . 

in e x istence by 

Info rmat io n on Naas in the La ter Middle Ages is scanty. 

The to.rn was appar e n tl y burned and plundered by Ed mund Bru ce 

in 1316 <Orpen 1811-20, iv , 180 ) but it cl ear l y r ecove red and 

its importance in the fourteenth an d fifteenth centuries may 

be gau ged from the fact that at least nine parliaments and 

thirt een councils were h e l d there between 1355 and 1484 

< Moo d ),' , Mart in and B),· rne 1882). In 1467 -8 , Naas was described 

as th e ' Key o f the county o ·f Kild are in resistance of their 

Irish enemies' <Berry 1814, 607-8). Th e same d o cume nt, 

howe ver , de scribed the town as being in danger of destruction 

un l ess it wa.s walled. A n umber of fifteenth century murage 

gr a nts poi n t to conditions of inc reasing insecurit y . In 1415, 

for instance, it was claimed that th e t o wn was ' s urrounded b y 

Irish enemies and b y English rebels' by whom the townsmen 

were despoiled and impoverish e d <Tresham 1828 , 206: no. 103 ) . 

Naas was incorporated b y charter of Eliz abeth in 1568 

(Morrin 186 1, 526-8; Morrin 1862, 368-72) and a 

.1 a s gra.n t e d by J a mes I in 1609 < ErcK 1846 -52, ii, 

new charter 

533-9). In 

1577 the town was a tt acKed at nigh t and b urned b y Ror y Og 0 

More an d Co r mac MacCormac O'Conor ( Hamilt on 1867, 107 ) . T. J. 

de Burgh ( 1881 - 5 , 189 -80 ) quot e d a report by Sir Henr y Sidney 

to the effect that a tot a l of betw ee n seven an d eight hundred 

hou ses were bu r ned , a nd est i mat i ng the ma l e popul a i on of Naas 

a s a.b out five hundred a t the time. Anot her c ontemporary 

record put th e numb e r of- bu rn ed h ouses at one hu n dr ed and 
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fift y <Brewer and Bullen 1868, 110 ) and the fact tha.t a 

populati o n of 303 r ecoorde d in 1659 

S idn ey 's figures may h a ve been e x agerrated 

suggests 

C Pender 

that 

1939, 

396). Lar ge garrisons of crown forces were stationed at Naas 

from the l ate si x teenth century, particularly during the 

period c. 1598- 1601 and during the wars of the 1640s, when the 

tol4n changed hands on a numb e r of occasions, and was bu r ned 

b y th e Conf e derate le ader, Preston, in 1647 CT. J . 

1891 - 5, 190, 194-8; Kerrig a n 1980-1, 139 ) . 

de 

The 

Burgh 

town 

mai n t a i ned its s tatus in the seventeenth centu r y, being 

described in 1606 a s 'the chi e f corporate t o1rn in the county 

of Kildare ' <Rus se ll and Prenderg a.s t 1872 , 4 67). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

1 . STREETS & STREET PATTERN 

2 . MARKET PLACES 

THOLSEL 

3 . DOMESTIC HOUSES 

BLACK CASTLE 

EUSTACE CASTLE 

4. 

LATT I N' S CASTLE 

ROSE AND CROWN 

ST. DAVID' S CASTLE 

WATERGA TE 

WHEATLEY ' S CASTLE 

t,JH I TE CASTLE 

INDUSTRI AL AREAS 
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5. CASTLE 

6 . TOWN DEFENCES 

7. PRE-NORMAN MONASTIC SITE 

8. ST. DAVID'S PARISH CHURCH 

8 . AUGUSTINIAN FRIARY 

10. AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST . JOHN THE BAPTIST 

11 . DOMINICAN FRIARY 

12. HOSPITAL 

13. LIST OF S TRAY FINDS 

1. STREETS AND S TREET PATTERN 

The street pattern of Naas is essentially lin ear and 

formed from one stree t , Main Street divided i nto north 

is 

and 

south sections, on to which a number 

aligned at right angles. North Main 

of small 

Street i s 

lanes are 

noticeably 

narrower than Sout h Main Street, whose form with its broad 

MarKet Place is reminis c ent of seventeenth century town 

layout . Main Street forKs at its nor the rn end, l eading NE to 

Dub 1 in and N to Sal l ins and Tr irn. Th e curving course of 

Corban ' s Lane, on t h e south sid e of the town, may preser ve 

the line of the pre -No rman monastery . 

2. MARKET PLACES 

Naas was granted a weeKly marKet as ear l y 

( Mills and McEnery 1816, 145 ) , The main marKet 

as c.1186 

place ,Jas 

presumably the triangu l ar e x pansion at th e north end of South 

Main St r eet . By at least the late si x teenth century, however, 
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fairs a.nd marKets 1,1ere being held on the 'green of Naas' . I n 

1582-3 , for instance, a reference occurs to 'cattle sold o n 

the green of the to1rn of the Naa.s' ( 13 RDKPRI, 202: n,:, . 4127) 

and the 'fair or marKet at the green of the Naas ' is 

mentioned in 1597 < 17 RDKPRI , 67: no . 6132) . These presumably 

refer to the Fair Green sti ll marKed at the south end of the 

to.rn, o1.ltho1;gt-, the 'upper green of Naa.s ', referred to in 1609 

<Morrin 1862, 370 ) may have been located elsewhere , perhaps 

at Poplar Square, formerl y Known as 'Horse Fair' 

Burgh 1891-5 , 319) . 

A stone cross stood in the marKet p l ace 

( T. J . de 

in the 

seventeenth century, according to Colgan C 1645 , 142 ) who 

quotes the tr ad ition in the life of Feichin that it was 

erected on the occasion of Fechin's vis it to Naas . I n the 

Civil Survey of 1654-5 mention is made of a house •over 

a g a inst the Crosse in Naas' (S imington 1952, 68) . 

THOLSEL 

Th is stood in the MarKet Place and T. J . de Burgh 

1891-5, 3 26) notes several references t o the Tho l se l of Naas 

bet.1een 1664 an d 16 81, LJhen it was apparent! :,, replaced b y a 

neLJ Sessions House . The se references rev eal that the Tholsel 

contained assembl y rooms with garrets above and cellars 

b e l oLJ. Th e a ssembl y rooms LJere approached by an e x ternal 

flight of s teps on the south s i d e o f the build ing, beneath 

which was a ce ll a r measuring 9 b y 7 feet and over which a 

·, d y al ' wa s hung in 1682. A b e 11 was hu n g here in 1676 . 
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3. DO~~STIC HOUSES 

Th e ear 1 ies t reference to housing is th e mention of a 

st,:>ne house in a charter o ·F c. 1250 ( Mi 11 s an d 

158- 60) but it i s not until the si x teenth 

McEnery 

c entury 

1916, 

that 

references occur to ho uses with any frequency . In 1569 a 

'g reat stone house cov ered with tiles, and a castle' were 

l eased to Wi lli am Florence < 11 RDKPRI, 2 14 : no . 1430), an d 

were l ease d to Anthony Power in 1575 < 12 RDKPRI no . 

2611 ) . In 1609 the corporation of Naas held a "s ma l 1 cast. l e 

in the t own" ( ErcK 1846 - 52, ii, 538), while in the same year 

J ames I granted the ear l •:>f Kildare the mo i ety of a ' s t one 

house s l a ted' and o ·F a castle <Er cK 1846-52, ii, 543), quite 

possibly the prope_rties mentioned in 1568 . Th e Civil Survey 

o f 1654-6 recorded at least eight cast l es in Naas, as well as 

five s t one h o u ses , including one call ed ' S h er loc K 's Court' , 

an d another call e d the 'Rose and Crowne ' < Simingto n 1952, 

66-8). Unfortunately, no i nforma.t i on is given on the location 

o f these cast l es an d hou ses, Fo r tified town houses wer e 

probabl y the e x ception r ath er than the rule 

s tr ee t scap e of s i x te en th century Naas . More common 

h umbler dwellings, d escr i bed as 'l owe thatch e d 

bu r n e d in the attacK on Naas i n 1577 < T. J . de Burgh 

189-80; Bre wer and B•.1 l l en 1868 , 110). 

in the 

were the 

ho•Js ies ' 

1891 - 5, 

Th e burg a ge pl o t pattern survives wel l on b oth s id e s of 

South Main Str e et and clearly s how s that this str e et had a 

frontage o f domestic h ouses . None of the present houses, 

h o wev e r, provide any vi s ibl e indication of being older than 

1700 . Man y o f the buildings on both No r t h and South Main 
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Street have cellars, some being of stone such as no. 21 

<Marums public ho use) and King's Cour t Drape ry . 

Desp ite th e absence of c l ear l ocationa l indicators in 

contemporary d ocument at ion f or Naas' f ortified houses , 

attemp t s have been ma d e b y T. J. d e Burgh < 1881-5, 320-2) and 

Murtagh < 1883-4) to loc a te th em . St. David ' s c as tle is sti l l 

ex t a nt an d p art of a wal l of Eu s t ace cas tl e survives. Of the 

othe rs, h owever , on l y Bl acK castle an d White castle c an be 

1 ocated with any deg ree of p robab i 1 i ty . 

BLACK CASTLE 

Situated on the west sid e of No rt h Ma in St ree t <Murtagh 

1983-4 , 3 59: Naas E). T. J. de Burgh < 1881-5, 321 - 2 ) states 

that this was situated on Main Street "at the bac K of the 

d~1elling-h ouse opposite Mr . Eagleton 's shop". It ma:,, well be 

the ' great c ast le opposite church g a te' mentioned i n a 

docl1ment of 1735, which T. J. de Burgh ( 1891-5, 321) called 

Lyard' s castle <see Murtagh 1983-4, 359: Naas F ) . In 1978 an 

archaeo lo g ic a l excavat ion was conducted on the site where it 

is mar Ke d on the O.S. maps (Nos. 14 , 15 16 North Main St.) . A 

c ircu l ar stone lined pi t da ted t o the 13/ 14th cen tur y was 

found at the NW end of t he s ite , and a 14th centur y wall and 

c ess pit at the rear of No. 14 but no evidence for medieval 

habit at i o n tJas found close to the street . Murtagh < 1983-4, 

356) inte r preted this absence of evide n ce as ind icating that 

Bl acK Castle was on the str e e t frontage . 
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EUSTACE CASTLE 

SitL1ated on th e E side of Friary Rd (Mur t agh 1983-4, 357: 

Na.as 8), Demolished in 1873 . One wall is still attached t o 

the Sofa modern wooden framed house. According to T. J. de 

Burgh C 1881-5, 321 ) it had a barr e ll-vault over the ground 

floor. Prior to 1973 it was a modernised two storey structure 

with gabled roof CJKAS 15 < 1974), 278 and pl. 5), Width of 

e x tant wall: 65cm. 

LATTIN'S CASTLE 

The s ugges ted identification of a fortified house t hat 

stood o n the l,J est side o ·F North Main Street <Murtagh 1983-4, 

357-9: Naas 0). The main evidence for its e x istence comes 

from A•Jst in Cooper's account of Naas in 1782: 

'near the entrance from Dublin stands a small square 

castle of very ancient appearance CLattin's cas tle); a 

small distance further on, and in a line with the street 

and with this castle, is another much large r and of very 

modern appea.rance C White's castle), betwee n 

those is another C Bl acK castle l much the same 

first mentioned' < Pr ice 1942, 28). 

both of 

as the 

The castle is mentioned in 1654 as belonging to John Latt en 

of Morristo~in <Simington 1952, 68) and again in 1673 when it 

~ias held b y Willia.m Lattin CT. J. de Burgh 1895, 321), 

ROSE & CROt,.JN 
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Men t i ,, n e d as a. s lated h ,, use in the Ci v i l Sur v e Y of 
1654 

(Simington 1952 , 66-7), Costello ( 1985) has suggested that it 

may h ave been on the E side of N Main S t , No . 25 op posit e the 

To wn Ha ll in the p remis es nol4 run as a d ry cleaners. The N 

wall of the buildin g i s s tone-built and has a ro u n d e d corner 

protruding 

a med ieva. l 

in to the street. It s thicK stone wall s may 

c ore, It i s p ossibl e that this may 

Whe a.tley 's castl e ( T. J. de Bu r gh 1891-5, 321) 

ST. DAVID' S CASTLE ( Figs. 160-2 ) 

retain 

also be 

This is the onl y surviv ing f or ti f i e d tow n ho use an d it 

h a s b een con s i derabl y mode rn ised, It is almost certainl y t o 

b e identifi e d with the ' v icarag e-cast le' referred to in 
1655 

as belongi n g t o the minister o f Naas, bu t occupied at the 

time b y the military go vernor , Captain Sands <J. Ki ldare 

Archaeol. Soc. 1 (1891-5), 147). It is situated on high 

ground SE of St David's Church, Th e building is a t hree 

storied t ower house with modern roof and wall walK, now 

modernised a nd inhabited. The masonry is intact and it h as a 

projecting stair tu rre t in the SE which gives access to the 

upp er f l oors, The ground floor h as a po i nted bar re ll vault. 

WATERGATE CASTLE 

Al th o ugh both Murt a gh ( 1983-4, 357: Naas C ) and T. J . d e 

Bu rgh< 1891-5 , 320) regard th is a.s being a d omes t ic house, it 

i s a lmos t certain l y the gat ehouse at Water Gate itse lf, 

.... 
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WHEATLEY'S CASTLE 

Acco r ding to T. J. de Burgh < 1891-5 , 321) this was 

described in 1788 as standing "on the south side of Main 

Street which was ne x t Ge oghegans" . Murtagh < 1983-4, 359: Naas 

H J shows it imme diatel y east of the old tholsel, on the 

corner of Church Lane, a suggesti on based o n De Burgh. De 

Burgh himself merel y guessed at the location, however, and i f 

he is right in saying that 'south' frequently meant 'east' in 

Naas leases, it seems at l east equally possible that this 

shou ld be identified with the Rose and Cr own above . 

WHITE CASTLE 

Situated on the site of the Town Hall, on the ,Jest side 

of North Ma in Street < Murtagh 1983-4, 359: Naas G). Its 

frontage stre tch ed for 19m along Main St . and it ,Jas Sm wide 

,Ji th a bacK premises an d walled garden < M•Jrtagh 1983-4, 359; 

T. J . de Burgh 1891-5 , 321) . Some of the wall s at the rear of 

the Town Hall may date to before 1700 but it is impossible to 

determine this from the masonry alone . 

4 . INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

The Civil Survey entr ies suggest that the re were a t least 

four mills at Naas in 1654 (Simington 1952, 66-8) . One of 

these may be the Wa te rgate Mill, mentioned b y T. J . de 

< 1891-5, 320). This l~as probabl y s ituated besid e 

Bur gh 

the 

wa.tergate but its exact l o c a tion i s unKno.rn. Friar's Mill, on 

-----------------------------------~ 
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the north side of th e town, is said to have belonged to the 

Domin leans < C . Coste 1 1 o, pers. comm.). At th e 

Disso lution th e Augu stin i ans a lso held a mill 

tr ace of these survives . 

5. CASTLE 

time of t h e 

at Naas . No 

No record e x i sts of the construction of the motte often 

regarded as occupying the site of the pre-Norman dun (M. de 

Burgh 1891-5, 9) . It was presumably erected b y Maurice 

Fitzgerald, shortly afte r the Ang l o-Norman conquest . Nothing 

more is Known of i t s hi story , howe ver , an d there are no 

direct references to a castle a t Naas, prior to the si x teenth 

century . In 1562, William Florence , described as constable of 

the castle of Naas, was pardoned for the escape of prisoners 

< 11 RDKPR I, 77: no. 426 ). Other recorded cons tab 1 es are 

Thomas Myagh in 1575 < 12 ROKPR I , 159: no . 2679), Peter Carewe 

in 1581 < 13 RDKPRI, 136: no . 3696), Wa l ter Larence in 1586 

< 15 ROKPRI, 15€): no. 4846 ), and John Eustace in 1601 < 18 

ROKPRI, 34 : no . 6568 ) . The castle seems to h ave functioned 

pr imar i 1 y as a prison at th is time <Morrin 1862, 65; 15 

RDKPRI, 150: no. 4846: Russell 1880, 354 ) . Th e history of 

this castle rema ins unclear, however, and it might poss ibl y 

h ave been a f ortified town house . No d i rect evidence survives 

for its loca tion brJt it , or its s ucce s sor, may b e the gaol 

mentio ne d b y Austin Coope r in 1782 <Price 1942, 28 - 9), T. J . 

de Burgh < 1891-5, 327-8) and Murtagh < 1983-4 , 356) as having 

s tood on the west side of North Main Street, opposite the 
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entran ce to Poplar Square, and on the sit e of the presen t 

F i t z Gerald, O'Reill y & Co . Ltd . 

Descrip tion ( Fig . 163 ) 

Th e MOTTE is situated on the highest point of the g ravel 

ridge on the LJest s ide of Ma in St. Round conical mound, 

sharpl y scarpe d on th e NE , E an d S. It taper s from its basa l 

me asurements of 70m < N-S9 b y 58m < E - W) to a fl at surrvni t, 

meast1 r ing 27m < N-S) b y 29m < E-W) . The s umm i t i s occupied b y a 

twentieth c entury cottage an d garden with steps l eadi ng E 

dotJn the s ide of the mound . About 3m be 10~1 the top is a lip, 

I m wide, enc i re ling th e summit . West of the ma tt e a r e two 

narr o w crescentic platforms, 34 min l eng th, which may be the 

remains of the BA ILEY. 

6 . TOWN DEFENCES 

Al t h ough ear l ier wri t ers such as T . J . de Burgh < 1891-5, 

319) have suggested that Naas was fortif i e d, t here are no 

refer ence s to any Kind of town defence s there before 1415 

when the King granted the pr ovos ts and b ur g esses the customs 

of th e town for twent y years in order to fortify it <Tres h am 

18 28 , 206 : no . 103) . Fu r ther murage grants were made b y 

parliament in 1451 - 2 <Berr y 1910, 292), 1462 (Be r ry 1914 , 25) 

a nd 1467-8 when a gr an t for t en years was ordered to pay for 

the immediat e LJ i>. l ling of the t o wn which was "l iKe to be 

d es t roye d or b urned, un l ess i t is wa lled" ( Berr y 19 14 , 

607-9) . Thi s seems to imply that the town was unenclosed b y 

... 
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walls until the fifteenth cent u r y . The town's charters of 

1568 <Mo r rin 1861, 526-8) and 1609 <ErcK 1846-52, ii, 533-9 ) 

both grant tolls a nd customs to the Corporation to pay for 

the walling of the town, and a further gr a nt was made b y 

Charles I in 1629 "towards th e repairing of their buildings 

and walls" <Morrin 1863 , 459). One gets the impress ion that 

Naas wa s open and undefended L,hen it was burned in 1577, a nd 

during the 

"JoKe s ton 

Confederat e wa r s , although the mention 

Gate • [Iago's Ga te J, "Corbanes gate" 

of 

and 

•ome s gate •c? l in 1540 ( White 1943, 155 ) i ndicates that 

gatehouses were constructed. The defences may have consisted 

of earthen ramparts r a ther than s tone a nd this may par tly 

e x pl a in wh y there is ~o little trace of the defences tod ay . 

Oescr ipt ion <Fig. 159) 

Ve ry little evidence survives to indicate the course of 

Naas' defences but the line of an enclosing feature can be 

suggested based on the topography, the position of the motte 

and some boundary ~1alls. It is difficult to determi n e the 

cour s e of the walls of Naas. Murtagh's < 1983-4, 358) proposal 

shows a. ~Jal 1 with a large number of angles and is 

unsatisfactor y because i t also leaves three gates outside the 

LJall. Heal y 's (1984) suggestion also includes a lar ge number 

of angles and cuts ac r oss burgage pl o t s , e xcluding l an d wh i ch 

of necessit y would hav e had to hav e bee n enclosed. It is 

difficult to come up with an y clear alternati ve t o thei r 

pr o pos a ls, however , and the outline a dvanced he r e i s based o n 

the to po g r aph y, major propert y bou ndaries, a n d the 1 iKel Y 

... 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

positi on of th e g a t es . The differences be tween this out line 

and that propose d b y Murtagh an d Heal y indica.te the necessity 

for archaeo logical e xcavation to dete r mine the actual 

of the defences. 

co urse 

The mo st domin ant boundary f eatur e in Naas i s a br oKen 

arc of th ree segments c ons i s ting of Corban's La ne, a curving 

boun dary east o f the Eu s t ace cas tle s ite, and another curvin g 

boundar y south of the s ite of the Augustinian prio ry of St . 

J o hn . Betwee n them, these arcs delimit a semi-circle which 

almost cert a inl y pr eserves the out! ine of the pre-Norman 

mon as tic enclosure of Cill Na i s . In the a bse nc e of any clear 

evidence f or a n a l ternative course b y the medieval wal I s it 

i s reasonab l e to sugges t th a t this boundary was adopted b y 

the Anglo-Norman s a nd delimited the to1rn. 

On the north s ide, the si te of both IAGO' S GATE and NORTH 

GATE are on this enclosure. On the east the site of WATER 

GATE may be placed at the point wher e the line of this ar c 

cut s Friar y Street, a location which is closer to the Friary 

river than that suggested by T. J. d e Burg h< 1891-5, 319 ) or 

Murtagh < 1983-4 , 358). There ma.y hav e been a gate at the 

intersection of Church La ne with this arc bu t this is 

unKno wn. On the south sid e of this semi-c ircu l ar enc l osure 

was an ex t e ns ion, ma d e in order to incor porat e houses in 

Loughbw ee and The Green . CORBAN ' S GATE may have been at the 

jun c tion of Co r ban ' s Lane with thi s e x t e nsion . 

on the s outh side of the town GREEN GATE was pro ba bly 

loc a ted at t he n arrowes t par t of The Green where the angle of 
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a house on the east side still Juts out onto the footpath . 

WEST GATE was located in New Row but the e x act position of 

the gate is •JnKno.m. The nato.iral drop bet.ieen Ne.1 Ro.1 and the 

motte probabl y formed the b o undary on the we st s ide of the 

town . The NE angle of the defences was probabl y formed by a 

curving arc linKing the motte with Iago's Gate . 

The Barrier 

T. J . de Burgh< 1891-5, 3 19) refers to a feature cal l ed 

"Th e Barrier, or North Barrier", whic h .1as mentioned in 

leases which he had in his possession . The position of the 

barrier was unKnown but he suggested that it may have been in 

the vicin i t y of St. David's Castle . Murtagh < 1983-4, 356) 

suggests that this may have formed an inner line of defence 

tJhile Hea l y < 1984, 5) regarded it as the original north 

boundary of the town. It is doubtful if either suggest ion is 

correc t. The conte x t o f the referen c es to the barrier is 

unstated and i t may have been nothing more than a substantia l 

boundary between t wo properties . The ap parent drop in ground 

leve l on the north side of St . David ' s churchyard, regarded 

as the p osition of the barrier, is most liKely due to the 

build - up of buria l s within the graveyard . 

Old wall on Church La ne 

There is no evidence on the ground for any of these 

suggestion s apart from a battered wall, with a basal width of 

tm , incorporated into the b ase of the present wall on the E 

s ide of the car-parK on Church 

c a stle. 

lane, opposite St. Dav id's 

... 

j 
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7. PRE-NORMAN MONASTIC S ITE 

It h as been sugg es t ed above that the mention o f Naas in 

the Vita Tripartita, tJ r itten 895-9el1, together 11ith the 

notice in 909 o f Cill Na i s, where nine Kings of Leinste r 

11ere buried < Radner 1978, 23el) indic ates that Naas was a 

pre-Norma n church si t e . The outline o f 

det a iled .above under Town Defences <Fig. 

it s enclosure is 

159) , st . David's 

parish church is placed fairly c entrall y within this 

enclosure and it must have been re-dedicated t o th e patron o f 

Wal es by the Anglo-Normans (M . de Bu rgh 1891-5, 9; Comerfor d 

1880-3 , 111-12) . The original dedicat i on may have been to 

Cor ban, whos e name surv ive d in Corban 's Lane and Corban 's 

Gate . The fact th a t this re-dedication occurred may indicate 

th a t the church s it e was in d e cline by the late twelf t h 

century. 

8 . ST. DAVID'S PARISH CHURCH 

The first direct reference to the church of St. David 

occurs in 1212 when it was 1 isted a mong th e possessions of 

the Hospital of St. John of Jeru sa lem in Ir e land, as 

confi rme d by Innocent I 11 < McNe i 11 1932, 14el ) . Th e church 

remained the property of the Ho sp it a llers throughout the 

Middle Ages (e .g. Sweetman 1875-86, v, p. 245) and the 

rectory is I i s ted amo ng the possess ions of the Or d er in the 

e x tent of 1540 <Whit e 1943, 94) . Th e Hospita ll ers held 

cons iderab 1 e possess ions in Naas < Mc Ne i 11 1932, 89; Tresham 

1828 , 53: no. 86a ) an d McNeil I < 1932, 149 ) suggests that 

-' 
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thei r house in the to.in, held b y James Ty rell in 1540 ( White 

1943, 94) is to be identified with the franK-house held b y 

Walter Hope on 1 ease from the Or d er in 1578 ( 13 RDKPR I, 78- 9: 

nos . 3318, 3323 ) . 

I n 1539 the recto ry of St . J o hn, in Naas , was leased to 

Thomas Al en (7 RDKPRI, 40 : no . 80). This presumably was the 

rectory of St. Dav id' s , the refere nce to St. John being to 

th e Hosp ital of St . John, it s p rev iou s p ro p r ietors . An 

inqu i s ition of 1606 noted that t h e church of St . David 

contained three chantries, dedi cated to the Hol y Tr inity , St. 

Mar y and St . Katherine, whose priests formed a corporate bod y 

uJ i th rich en d o wme nts ( Arc h dal 1 1873, ii, 288: Gw y nn a nd 

Ha dcoc K 1970, 361 ) . M: de Bur gh ( 1891-5, 11) suggeste d that 

the chan t ry of the Holy Trinity was located in the present 

chance l of the church, the chantry of St . Mary in the south 

aisle of the nave , and the chantry of St . Katherine in the 

p r esent nave . By thi s time the Co rporation of Naas held the 

advowson of the church, and were confirmed in possess i o n of 

the chantry land s o f St . Davi d 's, for which they paid £9 

year l y "to wardes th e reparation of the church of St . 

Dav ides", in the to.in ' s charter of 1609 < ErcK 

537-9 ) . 

Description <Fig s . 164 -5) 

S ingl e a isled building 29.95m b y 9 . 2rn 

consist ing of a nave and ch a nc e l with an 

1846-52, i i , 

internall y 

unfinished 

eig hteent h century tower at the Wend. The re are traces of an 

.. 
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original sou th aisle . The masonry cons i s t s of green s lat :,, 

1 i mestone with tufa a nd gr a nite u s ed as quoins and jambs . The 

chance l is a s ho r t l ow addition with a roof line l ower than 

the nave and with a roof se t transvers l :,, over the organ on 

the N. The S .aisle has almost complete! :,, vanished apart from 

its bu ilt - up arches , a proj e cting corbel in the S wa ll, an d 

th e footings of the aisle's S wal 1 in the grave :,,ard . The 

st :,, l e of the church indic a tes 

century da t e . The tower was added 

probabl y a l ate r a dition. 

The eas t 1~al l of the chancel 

l anc e t s , bu i l t in 13th centur y 

t h a t it i s of thirteenth 

in 1781 and the chancel was 

is l it b :,, three graded 

st :,, l e as is the poin t e d 

c hance l a rch. The north wa l l of the NAVE has tw o pointed 

twin-I ight 1J indows at its E end an d one at the L,.J end. The 

e x tern a l j a mb s o f a l 1 the window s are modern but the int e rnal 

pointed rear-arches of the eastern two have some of thei r 

original mouldings . The re a r - arch neare s t the chancel i s 

decora t e d with nail he a d as a re the capitals from which the 

a rch s prings . The rounded shaft s are a lmost comp lete! :,, 

or i g i na l but th e bases are modern . The s econd wind o w from the 

E h as dog tooth ornament on the rear-arch and on its western 

capi t a l: the easter n capita l and the s hafts and bases are 

modern. Ex ternal! :,, , on e ither s id e of the second window from 

the E, is a ver tical li ne of t uf.a stones about Im a wa:,, f rom 

the jambs of the mod e rn windo~i, a.l mos t certain! :,, ind icating 

an ea1' l ie r l a.rger 1Jindou . In th e ,: e nt re of th e wa l 1 the re i s 

a bl ocKe d rou nd arc h e d opening wh ic h ha d tu fa j ambs and c l ose 

to the W end there is a s i milar bloc Ke d o pening wi th gran it e 
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jamb3 . 

Th e west wa ll is concealed b y wooden pane l ling . The south 

tJa l l is lit b y four modern t,iin-light windows set into the 

pointed arches which opened into the S aisle. Some fragments 

of the tufa jambs are present e x ternal l Y . Th e SOUTH AISLE 

measured 20,6 b y 5 . 9m but on l y the footing s of its south wall 

s u rv ive . 

Architectural Fragments 

On the S side of the church t h ere are six s ma ll 

window mou ldings of sand s t o n e deco1· ated with 

dog-t oo th decorat i on. The av e r age dims . are W. 24 

26-30. Als o aga in s t the S wall of th e church a 

rectangu l ar 

bands of 

O. 12 H, 

l imestone 

chamferered arch with hollow spandrels for a twin l ight 

w i nd•JW . Dims : H.36 w: . 76 0 . 13 

Co l e born 1864 - 70 . 

Font . Late 13th/ ear ly 14th cent. <Fig . 166 ) . 

Four-s ided square font set on a modern f i ve -legged pedesta l 

at the Wend of the church . Stra ight -s ided basin of blacK 

fos s i I i f e ro us limes t o ne < ? KilKen ny) i s circular with a 

pl u gged central drainage hole . The four corners of the lip 

ar e dec o r a ted in false re l ief with di f fe ring l eafy s prays . 

The si d es are also d e c orated in fa l se re lie f with formalised 

arrange ments of fo liage. One side has a g rape v ine, another 

h as a circular pattern ; the thi r d s ide has a heart shaped 

de s i gn wh il e t h e four th has tw o matchin g sprays of foli age . 
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Dims : H.50 w. 72 by 74 O.of bas i n 2 0 

M. de Burgh 189 1-5 , 11 

Font . Da t e uncertain . 

Undecorated circul ar g ran i te b as i n . P l aced against the N wa ll 

close to the pulpit . S ha ll o w basin, l a c King a dra in a ge h o l e. 

Dims : H.32 W. 68 b y 62 cm. 

Be ll 

A seventee nth century be ll hang s i n the tower . Inscrib e d 'OS 

MEVM LAVDABIT DOMINVM IN ECCLA SCT I DAVIDI S DE NAAS RP WC 

1674 . 

M. d e Burgh 189 1-5, 12; FitzGe ra ld 18 9 5-7c , 478 

Altar stone. 

In scr ib e d J . M. 1647 . Miss in g . Comer ford 1880-83, 104 

A cha l ice in scr ibed PETER JOANNES MAC S IH I ME FIERI FECIT 

ANNO DOM 1685 cou ld not b e t race d <Comerfor d 1880-83 , 104). 

Memoria l s 

Lat ti n and Lutt re ll s l a b . 1600 . 

Th i s s l ab r e •Jsed in 1719 b y P. Latton i s n o w miss ing 

<Co merford 1880-3, 115 ) . 

Pe ter Wa 1 sh . 1606. 

Limestone end panel on a table tomb se t external l y o n t he S 

s id e of the c hu rch. It has t~Jo empty recessed panels and a 

third raised pane I ~Ji th an inscription in false relief Roman 

... 



lette r ing: 

PETRVS/ WA ILSH/ ME FECIT/ ANO DNI / 1606 . 

Dims: H.91 W.66 T.11 crn 

FitzGera ld 1888-S lb , 190; Coleborn 1964-70, 151. 

J os hu a Carpenter . 1655. 

Re ct a ngular s l ab , of red mar bl e , in two p ieces, se t into the 

floor of the centre aisle. It is d e c orated in low fals e 

relief with a ma rgin a l in s cription in Roman capitals and an 

a.c h ie ve ment of arms . The 1 o we r end of the s I a b has a further 

in s c r ipti o n in incised Roman l e tt e ring. Part of t he ar ms and 

t h e margina l inscr i ption are worn a way an d th e l o wer l eft 

corner i s d amage d. Th e ar rns are d e x t e r : Pa l y of s i x a rgent 

a nd gu l es, on a che vron sabl e, th ree b e zant s each, c harg e d 

with a c ross c r o ss l e t of th e secon d for Car penter . Sinister : 

Argent, on a b e nd azure three birds of paradise of the field 

for Vinegar. Th e motto unde rneath 

CL IPEVM'. The i nscriptio n i s : 

i s 'DEUS EXTEMIS MIHI 

HERE LI ETH THE/ BODY OF IOSHVA CARPENTER ESQ BORNE/ AT 

LYME IN DEVon / SHIRE THE 12TH OF DEC 1585 AND DECEASED 

AT/ ELS INOWRE/ THE 2 0 OF MARCH / 1655 

HE MARIEd VRSVLA Da uGHTER/ TO R ICHARD VINEGOR OF SACK/ 

F IELD HALL I N SUFFULKE ESQ &/ HAD I SSUE BY HER IOHN THO/ 

MAS IOSHIJA PH i LL I PP CI SS IL IA/ ANN ARABELLA VRSVLA ANO/ 

MARY. 

Dims : L . 210 W. 98 cm 
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FitzGerald 1899- 1902a, 51-56 

Edwar d Fisher . 1659, 

Built into th e e x ternal S wa l l of the church are two par t s o f 

a wall memoria l . Bo th are lirMs t one tablets i n a moulded 

f rame . The upper is decorated i n false re lief with a heate r 

s hape d s hield carrying th e Fisher coat o f ar ms : Argent on a 

chevron between three demi lions rampant gules as many 

r o unde l s of the fir s t . The lowe r pa nel in four p ieces carries 

the f o l l ow ing incised inscription in a mi x tur e of Roman and 

Gothic l ettering: 

THE BURIALL PLACE ... EATE OF CAPTN/ EOWARO FISHER ESQR 

~1 h O D I ED THE 9TH DAY/ OF DESEMBR 1659 HE WAS WIRR I ED TO 

MAWDLE/ N MERCER BY WHOME HE HAD 2 DAUGHTERS KA/ THARINE 

AND ELIZABETH WHOS HEERE INTERR/ ED HE GAVE AN 100 L OR 

ELS 10L PR ANUM FOR THE/ REPAYR I NG OF THIS CHURCH & .•. 

Dims: Upr. tablet: H.60 W. 57 

Lr . tablet: H. 54 W.86cm 

Fitzgeral d 1888-9 1b , 418-9 

Susanna Hea l e . 168 0 x89 . 

BlacK shaly rectangu l ar s lab set into th e centr e aisle of the 

nave . Inc ised in Roman capi t a ls: 

HEAR LIETH THE TA/ B .. . OF MISTRIS/ SUSANNA HEALE W/ IFE 

TO MI STER AN/ THO NY HEALE o F Na/ SS t.JI-IO DI ED THE FI RST 

DAY OF MAR/ CH . .. 168 . 

Dims : L . 171 W. 63 

Fitzgera ld 1888-S lb, 19 1. 

, 



Eliza beth Bre r eton. 1694. 

Chu rch yard, E end of the church. Rec tangu lar sand s tone slab 

with i n cised Roman 

borde r: 

lettered in s cription within a narrow 

ELI ZABETH YE WIFE / OF IOHN BRERET/ ON VICAR OF NAAS/ 

DEPl"IRTED TH IS LI / FE OCTOBER YE 23 AN/ DO 1694/ SHEE WAS 

A GOOD/ WIFE MOTHER/ FRIEND/ AND CH/ RISTIAN. 

Dims : L. 146 W. 60cm 

FitzGe r a ld 1888 - 91b. 

Th•:> mas Moore. 1699. 

Square limestone s lab set agains t the S wa ll of the chu r ch 

with a n i ns c ript ion i~ fal se relief Roman letter ing : 

HERE LIETH/ THE BODY/ OF MR THOM/ AS MOORE DE/ SES THE 

16 SEP/ TEMBER 1699 

Dims: H.61 W.61 T.9 cm 

Comer ford 1880-83, 115; Fi tzGera l d 1888 -9 lb, 190. 

9. AUGUSTINIAN FRIARY 

This friary was apparently founded in the second hal f of 

the f ourteen th century, the patron being either a Cullen, a 

White or a Eust ace < Gw ynn and Hadco cK 1970 , 301; ClarKe 

1964-70, 336). Nothing is Kn •:>wn of its d e dicati o n or, ind eed , 

o f it s history, f or the most part, and the on l y rea l 

in f or mat i on i s derived from pos t-di sso l u ti o n doc•Jments. The 

e x t en t of 1540 <White 1943 , 165) note d mere 1 y that the se 11 as 

of th e dormitor y and certain gl a zed wi ndo ws h ad been thrown 
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down r ecently and carried away , but that all the other 

buildings were st i ll standing. The friary was then occupied 

b y John Sutt,:in. It 1,1 as lease,j to Thomas Appo1,1el in 

RDKPRI, 171: n o. 1154 ) and to Nicho las Ailmer 

RDKPRI, 43: no. 4425). 

in 

1567 < 11 

1584 < 15 

Th e friary has been l o cated beside the matte s ince the 

1 ate eighteenth century but th is i s incorrect, because it is 

in f a ct the site of the Dominican friary (see below). It is 

pos s ibl e th at it may have be e n in the vicinity of Friary 

river, whose name suggests that there was a religous house 

nearby. 

10. AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GLJynn and HadcocK < 1970, 189) pl ace the fo•Jndat ion of 

this priory in th e late tw e lfth centur y and not e that a 

hospital was a dd e d a t a later date. References to the priory 

are scarce before the fourteenth century. The prior of the 

ho•Jse of St. John of Naas is mentioned in 1307 <Mills and 

McEner:, 1916, 155) while it i s recor ded that the e n do wme n ts 

o f the priory were increase d in 1317, 1326, whe n it was 

described as a "very poor house", and 1344 <Archdall 1873, 

ii, 285; G1,1 ynn a.nd Ha.dcocK 1970, 189 ). By the l a t e Middle 

Ages, the hospital h a d l arge l y superceeded th e priory, an d 

th e e x t e nt of 1540 noted that the precincts contained •an old 

house, f ormer l y the prior y churc h", then b e ing used as a 

b arn, a h a ll 1,1ith chambers and rooms, a n o ld tower tiled, a 



bar n, a thatched sta.ble; a. dovecot, an orchard, two small 

g ar dens, and a watermill <White 1843, 154-5). The hosp ital 

~Jas leased to Thomas Alen in 1538 ( 7 RDKPRI, 40: no. 80), to 

Roger Gr ene in 1560 < 18 RDKPR I, 142: no. 6785), to Roger 

Fit1glas in 1568 < 11 RDKPRI, 203: no. 1354), to George Greame 

in 1580 (16 RDKPRI, 116: no. 5417), to William BrouncKar in 

1608 <ErcK 1846-52, ii, 468) and to Si r William Parsons in 

1626 <Morrin 1863, 132). 

O'Conor (0.S. Letters, Co. Kildare, i, 151) located this 

p r i o r y o n th e s it e of t. he p a r o ch i a l ho us e , Known in 1837 as 

'John's Abbe y ', to the north of Pop 1 ar Square. No remains 

were v isible when he visited in 1337. In the lat e 1850s , wo r K 

a t Smit.h's garage revealed a long section of a s t.one wall 

which may h a ve been par t of the abbey buildings (Costell o , 

1861-3, 488). Heal y < 1884 8) not.es that it was about 10m long 

and ran par a llel to the ro a d. 

11. DOMINICAN FRIARY 

Thi s fri a ry i s thought t o h a ve been founded by the 

FitzEus t a ce f a mil y, c.1335-56, and dedicated to St. Eus tac e 

<Gw y nn a nd HadcocK 1870 , 228), but othe r wise p r actic a ll y 

nothing i s Kn o wn of it s hi s to r y. Th e Dissolutio n ex tent noted 

th a t t he chur c h a nd ch a nce l h a d been sold t o Richa r d Ail mer, 

b ut th a t a l l the o ther building s we r e still s t a nd Ing < White 

1843, 166); it also re fer s to a wa t e rmill h e ld b y th e p r i ory . 

An i nqu is iti o n t aKe n i n 1540 n oted th a t th e pri o r y c o ntain e d 

a church a n d b e lf ry, a c h a pt er h o u se , a h a ll , et c. < G~1yn n an d 



Ha dcocK 1970 , 228 ). In that year, also, the priory, described 

as being "by the Mote of Naas II was l ea.sed to Thomas Alen ( 7 

RDKPRI, 44: no . 119), and in 1542 it was granted to Robert 

Eu s t a ce and othe r s, for the use of Thomas Luttrell (7 RDKPRI, 

63: no . 3 13) • 

Th e l ocation of this friary has been disputed. Ware 

1654, 148 ) p 1 aced it at. the foot of the motte b1.1t De 81.irgo 

< 1762, 294), writing a century l ater, disagreed and s aid that 

thi s was the position of the August inian friar y . The ruins 

beside the matte were draw n in 1782 by Austin Cooper who 

reg a rded it as the Dominican friary ( Price 1942, 26: pl. 4), 

In 1786, Archd a ll < 1873, ii , 286-7), following De Burgo 

des cribed the ruins as those of the Augustinian friary and 

the y were similarly described b y Grose ( 1791, ii, 27: p 1 • 

30) . In 1837 D'Conor <O.S. Letters, Co. Kildare, i , 156 ), 

following Archdall, identified the ruins beside the motte as 

those of th e Augustinian friary and this identification was 

placed o n the O.S. maps. O'Conor ( ibid. 154 - 5) also noted a 

tradition of the e x i s tence o f a f r iary in BaKehouse , or Ba cK 

Lane (n ow Abbey Street) on the west s ide of the t o wn, and 

identified thi s as th e site of the Dominic a n house because 

Archdall des c r ibed it as being in the centre of the town. 

The Dom i ncian friary, however, was locat e d besid e th e 

matte. When l ease d to Thomas Al e n i n 1540 it was de s cribed as 

being "by t.h e Mote of Nase 11 
( 7 RDKPR I , 44: no. 119) . An 

i nqu i s ition of 1582-3 found that J a me s Eustace, th e at. tainte d 

Vico unt Ba lting l a ss, was seized o f "the land cal l e d 'the 
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Abb ey of the Mote ', of the l and i:a ll ed 'the l ate Abbey o f St. 

Aug 1.1sten 's i n Naas ', and of the 1 ate Abbey f St. J o hn I s ( I r . 

Re c . Comm. 1826, K ildare, Eliz.: no. Moran i n Archdal 1 

18 73, ii, 286, n. 49; Comerford 1880-3, l 11 ) , a 

different iat i,,n ~Jh ich s hows that the abbey by the motte was 

the Do mi nican fri ary . Th e reason wh y the ' a bbey of the motte ' 

has continued to b e regarded as the Aug u stin i an hou se is 

perh a p s due to T. J. de Burgh ( 1891-5, 325) wh o possessed an 

estate map ~Jh ich s ho wed 'St. Domin ie 's a bbey' in Abbe :,, Lane . 

I n view of the s i x te enth centur y docume ntation, h owever, this 

must be regarde d as the po s t-Di ss o l ution s ite of the friary. 

Burials are said t o have been found i n Abbey Street during 

construction wor K <Hea l y 1984, 9). 

In 173 1 Cooper described the ruins as 'a small square 

steep l e supported on a n ar ch & adjoining o n the N: side, are 

the side wa ll s; of what part c annot say; but a more ruinou s 

pile, never y et have seen (Price 1942 , 26). Grose C 179 1, 

ii, 2 7) adds th at 'the belfry is entered b y a Gothic arch, on 

each sid e o f which is a staircase leading up to the rooms , in 

number th ree '. These remains were d emo lish ed c. 1835 ( 0. S. 

Letters, Co. Kildare, i, 156 ) . 

Description 

Th e site i s marKed b y a gravey a rd in l ow- l y ing g ro und 

we s t of the motte. Th e t'e a re no pre -1 700 me morials nor is 

there an y trace of build in g s . The topgraphy, however, 

suggests tha t a better po s itio n for an a bbey would b e 

11111 
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slightl )' to the NE of the graveyard in the convent field. A 

map of 1883 in the Town Ha ll indicates the site of the abbey 

in the present ten n is g round . 

12. HOSP ITAL 

Lee< 1964-70, 141) sugges ted the e x istence of a l eper 

h osp ital in Maud l i ns town l and, north-east of Naas . The 

Augu s tinian friar y of Naas held tw enty acres in 'Le 

Ma.oJdel ins' u n til i ts dissoluti on in 1540 <Arc hdall 1873, ii, 

288). The se l ands then passed to the chantries of St . Dav id's 

ch•Jrch as 1·ecorded in an inqu is it ion of 1574 < I r . Rec . Comm . 

1826, Kildare, Eliz.: no. 2 ) . T. J. d e Burgh ( 1891-5, 3 22 ) 

noted the e x i stence of a ' cast l e of Maud! ins' in th is 

position . 

13 . OTHER FEATURES 

Fort? 

Th is structure, Known as the 'south moat', stoo d on the Fair 

Gre e n until c .1900. I n 1837 it was described b y O 'Conor as ' a 

very l arge hi ll o cK o f earth, broKen down and encroached upon 

in different ~Jays '; he noted that it 'does not present t h e 

form of a dun' and he considered 

Lett e rs , Ki 1 d a re , i , 16 1 ) • T. J. 

it to be modern <O.S . 

de Burgh < 1891-5, 323) 

desc r ibed it a s a n ' old rat h ', ho~1ever, a nd noted a refe r ence 

to it in 168 1 a.s a ' s quare fort' . The ar e a is n o w l and s c a ped 
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a nd the re is n o trac e of an y earthwo r K. 

17th Cent. Bridewell s 

Th r ee of these are mentioned by Healy ( 1984, 13) but onl y the 

site of one, in North Main Street, near Lattin s castle, is 

Known ( T. J. De Burgh 1891-5). 

To 11 House 

Thi s stood in the centr e of the road at the southern end of 

Main St . It was demolished in 1787 <Healy 1984, 13). 

Al ms Hou se 

Establ i shed for widows in 1590 b y William La ttin and Anne 

Lutt r el l. Demolished in 1787 it was l ocated in Main St. at 

the ESB offices . The inscribed dedication stones are now 

built into an old peoples' Home beside Abbe y Electrical on 

the Dublin Rd. The y are al l post 1700 although one is a 

moder n copy of the origina l dedication and is inscribed: GUL: 

LATTON DE/ MORR I STOWN ANNA/ LUTTREL DE LUT/ TRELSTOWN ME/ 

FIERI FECERUNT/ ANNO MDXC. ( JKAS 1 ( 1891-5), 33; 2 ( 1s:3s-8), 

270) . 

Sund ay ' s Well 

The field in which th e we ll was s ituated, on the E side of 

th e town, h as recentl y bee n l andscape d in preparation for a 

hous i ng e s t a te and th e we ll i s no longer v i s ible <T. J. de 

Bur gh 1891-5, 185). 

s t. Pa t r icK's We ll. 
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Mentioned b y StoKes < 1887, 184 ) a.s being 'to the N o f the 

fort'. It is still in use in Alde r Grove , off the Sallins Rd, 

t o the N of the to .in . It h as a modern stone su r round. 

MillbrooK . Pos s ible Ear l :,, Christian site. 

Ac,:ord ing to Comerf ord < 1880- 3, 107) and O 'Han lon < 1869 , 140) 

this was th e site of Tulach Fobh air , a church s ite dedicated 

to St. Feichin of Fo r e. O'Conor pointed out, however, that 

ther e i s no evidence f or the location of Tulach Fobhair <O . S . 

Letters, Kildare, ii, 191 - 4). 

14. LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

1 . Fl a t bronze a x ehead of Killaha t y pe. Found on a farm at 

King's Fu rze , Naas , Co. Kildare. NMI 1945: 293. Harbison 

1969a, 28: no. 606). 

2. Bronze flanged a x ehead. Said to have been found "in the 

ditch of a square earthen fort", near Naas , NMI 1898: 38. 

Harbison 1969a, 57: no . 1721. 

3. Br on ze pin. Found about 

(t,.Jest). NMI 1968: 75. 

lm deep 

4. Cla),' 'mar ble ' . From "garden wall 

matte, Naas• . NMI 1955: 135 . 

in a garden at Naas 

on summit of Norman 

5. Po tte ry vessel. Found i n a field at Naas <East ) . NM I 1970 : 

221. 

6 . Hu man re main s of follr individu a l s . Fou nd in a pit in an 



esKer ,: a lled Gallow's Glen , at Naas East. NM I 1972: 85-8. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENT IAL 

The Pr ob lems 

Naas, I iKe Kil dare, i s imp or t an t to ar chaeo logic a l 

research be cause it ~1 as an important e o:cl es i ast ical and royal 

cent r e i n the tenth and e l even th c enturies, a lthou gh it 

appears to have dec line d dw• i ng th e twelfth cen t ury . 

Nonetheless th is church s it e was probab l y th e f eature which 

a ttracted th e initial Anglo-N>,rman s . The b oro1..1gh was 

es t abl i shed very e ar l y a nd we Know that it was i n e xistence 

b y c .11 86 . In format io n on th e to~m 's growth is s light , 

however, but the h o lding of parliaments and counci ls ther e in 

the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries indicates that Naas 

ret ained it s imp ortance into th e later Middle Ages. It 

exper ienced a revi t a lisation in the second half of the 

s i xteenth centur y and it seems to have recovered fr om the 

sac K of 1577 by the mid -seven teenth centur y when it ha d the 

l arges t populati o n of any Kild a re town. I n s ummary, the t own 

h as b ee n o c cupied continu o1..1s l y s i nce Ear l y Histor ic tim.:s and 

the p rob l em for archaeo l og y i s t o ensure that Naas' 

aro: hae o 1 og lea.I he ritage i s proper l y pro tected from 

i nter f erenc e b y mode rn deve l opme nt s and recor ded 

of des t r u,:t i on. 

in advance 

Document ar y sources for Naas a r e few be fo r e 

furt he r i nformation on th e ear l y growth of the town 

1700 an d 

i s most 



l iKe l y t,, come from a r ch-2>.eo log i,:al e xca•Jat i ,,n. The topography 

of the town poses a number of specific problems which require 

s,,lving. 

Th e e xtent of the early monastic enclosure suggested 

above needs to be checKed by excava.t ion. The postul ated 

e x tent encloses a l arge area and is coterminous with the 

boundarie s of the medieval town. There is a possibility that 

South Main Street was replanned in the late seventeenth 

century and investigation of the street in advance of new 

pipe laying is accordingly important. Onl y St. David' s castle 

surv i ves to provide any indication of the form of housing 

within the town before 1700. Man y 'castle' are Known from 

documentar ,· ev idence but it is difficult to pin-point them on 

the ground with exactitude. Nonetheless, e xcavation should 

uncover th e foundations of these s tructure s , particularly 

near th e street front where they are to be expected. The 

e x cava.t ion of hou se s is important not only for the 

informa tion which it s heds on the form and typology of the 

ho•Jses but a. lso because it enables cornpar isons to be drawn 

with hou s es Known from other parts of Ireland and Britain, 

permitting a better Know ledge of the quality of life in Naas 

before 1700 . 

Th e motte s urvive s on the tJ es t s ide o f Main Street but it 

is l iKel y th a t a rchaeo logica l depo s it s 

been des tro yed by th e con s truction of 

on its s •Jmmi t have 

the mode r n dwelling. 

Th e dit c h s ho•;ld s 1Jrvive inta ct ~11th it s fil l, however. 

Th e c o u r se of th e to .in d e fence s i s very s peculati ve and 
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the outline suggested above needs to be tested by excava.t ion 

in order to determine lJ hether it is correct or not . Th ere is 

a good poss ib ii it y that mural towers oiere present and 

gatehouses are a l so to be e x pected . Although all trace of the 

oJa. l l s h-3.s van ished above ground it i s l iKely that e x cavation 

wil l revea l the i r course because 

i ntact. 

the ditch s h oul d survive 

Wor K i n the vicinity of t he parish c hurch is 1 iKely to 

reveal traces of the Ear l y Christian foundation which would 

be quite s ignificant to our Knowledge of Naas' growth. The 

site of the Anglo-Norman Dom i nican friary is Knot.in and, as 

h a s been e xplained abo ve, it a ppears to have moved location 

in the seventeenth century, The site of the August i nian 

f r ia1- y i s u nKno tm a lthough it is 1 iKely that it was in the 

vicinity of F1- iar y Road . The Augustinian priory of St. John 

the Ba ptist was l ocat ed on the Dublin road and worK in Smiths 

Garage a ppears to have uncovered part of the precinct wa ll in 

the 1960s. I t i s important to remember that these monasteries 

were large building complexes, having not on l y a church and 

c l oister, but ranges of d omest i c buildings as we 11. 

Ex•=avat ion in these areas is significant not only for the 

architectural information it w i 11 yie ld on how the form of 

the buildings changed throu gh time but a l so because the 

e x c a •Jat ion o f a medieval cemetery, such as a t St . Helen ' s, 

YorK, can provide otherwise unobtainable info r mation about 

health , diet, mortality rates and disease among the 

inh a bitants of medieval Naas . 

, 



The southwa.rd e x tens ion onto the Green suggests that the 

town may have e x panded in thi s direction during the six teenth 

or seventeenth century. The status of the so-called 'South 

rnotte' is d iff icu 1 t to g auge . It was poss ibl y the res idence 

of the pre-Norman Kings of Lein s ter, when at Naas; it could 

equally have been a raised mound of the sort found at Oenach 

sites, such as Telto1Jn, Co. Meath. All superficial trace of 

this monument has gone, howeve r, but 

liKely to survive below ground and 

invest igation. 

Archaeological Potential 

pits and dithces are 

the area would merit 

Archaeolo gy does not consist solely of e xcavation nor 

does it stop at ground level. The archaeological evidence for 

Naas' past cornpr ise s all the physical remains of man's 

activities on the site of the town, from its beginnings in 

Early Historic times until the present day. The surviving 

street pattern, property boundaries and standing buildings 

constitute the uppermost levels of the archaeological 

stfatigraphy, and all are relevant to the study of the town's 

past. Documentary evidence a lso plays a role in 

reco nstructing the histo ry of early Naas, but for the wide 

range of human activity omitted from the written accounts and 

for the early per i.::>ds when docmr.entat ion is slight, 

archaeology i s our only source of information. The evidence 

of archaeology and topography, of architecture and of 

documen t s, is complement ary ; each gains from the e x istence o f 

the others and the unr eco rded des tructi on of one form of 
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evidence not on ly r emoves part of a town' s archive but also 

diminishes the usefu lness of those which are preserved. 

The s•Jrvey of it s archaeology indicates that the town is 

a fine e x amp 1 e of a medieval town. The only standing 

buildings of pre-1700 date are the motte, St . David's church 

and St. David's castle . With these e xceptions the destruction 

of buildings above ground has been total. Archaeological 

layers have been destroyed by the construction of cellars and 

substantial houses on the street front a ges, but it is liKely 

that deposits surv ive intact behind the frontages. At no. 46 

South M-3. in Street < The Fo rge Ba r), for ins tance bones were 

noted in digging the basement, s howing that archaeological 

d e pos its survive here. At the eastern foot of the motte 

bulldozing has revea l ed that the depth of archaeo logic a l 

stratigraphy is no more than 1.5m above boulder clay . 

Campbell's e x cavation on the s ite of the alleged 'BlacK 

Castl e ' uncovered pits and other features of thirteenth and 

fourteenth century date , but portion of this site was 

destroyed befo re excavation could taKe place. Th e junction of 

NetJ Row ~1 ith the suggested site of Naas• we s t wa l 1 h as just 

recent l y been redeveloped as 

unfortunately no arc haeo logical 

El se where, how ever, arch aeo logica l 

s ur v ive a nd there i s the s trong 

h o u se found a tions, ref use pits, 

an office complex a nd 

investigation 

depo s its are 

occurred . 

1 iKely to 

liKe lihood of recovering 

indus trial areas, a nd 

worKs hop s of medieval and seve nt een th century date within th e 

t O ~Jn. 
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ARCH11EOLOGY, PL ANN I NG AND DEVELOPMENT 

It is evident from the foregoing that archaeology is an 

import ant means of 1 earning a bout l\laas ' past and of 

understanding the character and detailed form of the town 

today • Th is is more th an just an academic pursuit because 

without an appreciation of the factors 

Naas' present character, step s taKen 

character will not be wholly effective, 

which have 

to conserve 

shaped 

that 

or wor se, features 

basic to it s •Jnique identity may be •Jnwittingly dest r oyed. 

The protection of buried arc haeo logical evidence presents 

ser ious p r,:>b lems f or not only is there the press•Jre of 

redeve lopment and the high value of urb a n properties with 

which to contend, but the sites themselves are often 

difficult to define or evaluate; their full archaeological 

potential may only become .3.pparent ~Jhen an excavation is 

und e rt aKe n in advance of development or by observations made 

~1hile development is in progress . It is cr•Jc ial, therefore, 

that a concerted effort should be made to safeguard its 

archaeologic a l heritage a nd that adequate provision is made 

for investigation in a d vance of an y redevelopment. Th is is 

best achieved by maKing the realisation of l\laas ' 

archaeo logic a l potential one of the objectives of 

devel opment plan. The objecti v e may th en be ach iev ed 

it s 

by 

judic ious use of planning con s t r aints and b y conditions 

a ttach ed to plann i ng consen ts. 

Ar ea of Ar ch aeo l o gic a l Potential 

.. 



The shaded p o rt i on ,:if the accompan y ing map <Fig. 167) 

delimits the area of archaeological potential within modern 

Naas . Th is comprises the su ggested walled area of the 

medie va l town, with e x tensi o ns on the south, to incorporate 

the 'south matte', on the .1 est to include the Dominican 

friar y ( labelled 'Augustinian' on O.S. maps), and the 

of St. John the Baptist on the north. 

priory 
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OLD K ILCULLEN 

Old Kilcullen is a deserted borough located on a low hill 

3Klm soi.1th of the modern village of Ki lcullen . The placename 

i s derived ·from Gill Chuilinn, "church of the steep slope" 

< de hO ir 1974-7, 100-1). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Th e first settlement of impo rtanc e at Old Kilcullen was 

an early church site, traditionally connected with Ise r ninus 

(d. 468, AI) and MacTail (d .543 , AFM, AU s.a. 549). Its 

loc at ion beside the Late Bronze Age/ Iron Age ritual centre 

of Dun Ail inne almost certainly indicates that the church ~ias 

established at an early date in the christianization of 

Ireland . The deaths of its abbots are recorded from the l ater 

eighth century and a number of bishops are noted in the tenth 

and eleventh centuries (G1Jynn and HadcocK 1970, 42-3). The 

plundering of Kilcu llen by Amhlaibh, son of Godfre~·, and the 

foreigners <Norse) of Dub 1 in is recorde,j by AU in 937-8 a nd a 

thousand prisoners are said to have been captured (Chron . 

Scot. 937; AFM 936). Another raid is recorded in 944 <AFM ) . 

The 'd amh l iag' is mentioned in 1037, and this together with 

the surviving archaeological remains suggests that it was a 

church of considerable wealth and prominence during the tenth 

and e le venth centuries. It was b•.1rned in 1114 ( AFM) but its 

pro x imity to Ki ldare meant that it did not achieve episcopal 
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status during the twelfth century. 

Details of the coming of the Normans to Kilcullen are 

obscure . A deed of c: . 1190 refers to Ra;,·rnond 1 e Gros as 

patron of Kilcullen ( 20 RDKPRI, 37: no . 7) but it is 

difficult to understand how this came about because all of 

the available evidence indicates that Kilcullen was retained 

b y the l ords of Leinster as part of their se igneurial 

demenses. C. 1207, for inst an c e, Wi 1 1 i arn Marshal 1 was 

propos ing to grant land at Kilcu ll en (Gi lbert 1897, 71), 

while in 1232, his son, Rich ar d Marsha ll offered the viii of 

Kilcul ! e n as dower to the countess of PembroKe. No records 

s ur v i ve of the act i v ities o f the Anglo-Normans a t Kilcull e n 

du r ing the thirteenth and f ou rtee nth centuries, and even the 

descent of th e ma nor i s unc l ear . In 1315-16 the te nan t of the 

bar ony of Kilcullen was David le Low ( 39 RDKPRI, 66-7) and in 

1331, David le Wolf (MacNiocai ll 1964a, 117) , 

same person. By the mid-fifte e nth century 

probably 

Kilcull en 

passed into the hands of the FitzEustace family. 

the 

had 

Any account of Kilcullen in the later Middle Ages is 

hamp e red by the documentar y c o nfusion a r i s ing from the 

forma tion o f a new settlement beside the stone b r idge built 

a cros s the Liffey in 1319 on the s ite occup i ed by the present 

v illag e of Kilcullen. This was ge nerall y distinguished from 

the older se ttl eme nt by being 

contra.st with Archda l I's < 1873, 

termed Kilcull e n Bridge . In 

ii, 269) view whic h dated the 

a bandonmen t of Old Kilcu llen to 1319, it i s clear th a t Old 

Kil cu 11 en remained a s izea.b 1 e sett 1 ement i n t o th e seventeen th 
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century and references to ' Kilcul len' throughout the Middle 

Age s actually relate to today's Old Kilcullen. 

The earliest ev id enc e f,,r a borough occ•Jrs in 1403 .1hen 

the provost and burgesses recei ve d a royal charter granting 

them a weeKl y marKet and the customs thereof CTresham 1828, 

170: no. 76). This was granted as par t of an att emp t to 

revive the failing fortunes of the borough, which is 

desc r ibed in the charter as having been rec e ntly burned . In 

1456 i t was again "burned, laid waste a nd destro yed" by the 

n a t iv e I rish and par li amen t autho r ised a l evy of £10 on the 

count y of Ki ld a re to enable Roland FitzEus tac e to build a 

fortified to.1e r or tow er - hou se the re C Berr y 1910, 457). The 

preamble to this s tatute de s cribed Kilcul l en as l y ing 'in the 

frontier s of the marc h .. . . [ and ] the Key an d safe t y of that 

part of the said cou nt ry , if it be ab le to stand in 

prosperit y '. In 1467- 8 another l evy was imposed on the count y 

to build a similar c as tle at Kilcullen-bridge <Berry 1914 , 

609 - 11). In 1478 Sir Roland FitzEus tac e obtained a murage 

grant for Kilcullen <Morri sey 1939, 615). 

Th e scarcity o f references to Kilcullen in the s i xteenth 

and seventeenth centuries suggests that th e borough dec lined 

a t thi s time. An in qui s ition of th e lands forfeited b >' James 

Eustace, viscount 8altingl ass, in 158 1 refers to the 'old 

wa ll s and cl ose within t h e wall s call e d the old manor ho use 

o f Kil c ull e n' < Ir . Rec . Corm,. 1826, Ki ldare, Elizabeth : no . 

4), In 1588 t h e manor and tow n o f Kilcull e n wer e leased to 

Bri a n FitzWilliams ( 16 RDKPRI, 85 : no . 5257) but the lands 

... 



I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~Jer ret1Jrned to William Eustace in 1592 < 16 RDKPRI, 212: no. 

5761). The Civil Survey of 1654 records ' severa l l r uine d 

Cas tle s and Stone 

settlement was not 

houses' <S imington 1952, 77). The 

totally abandoned in the seventeenth 

century, however. In 1609 William Eustace received a grant to 

hold a weeKly marKet, yearly fair and court there <Erc K 

1846-52, ii, 551) while the census of Ireland in 1659 

recorded a population of 115, which when compared to the 

figure of 43 for Kilcullen Bridge, shows that Old Kilcullen 

remained the l arger of the two centres <Pender 1939, 000). 

1. S ITE OF BOROUGH 

2. DOMESTIC HOUSES 

3, CASTLE 

4. TOWN DEFENCES 

ARCHAEOLOGI CAL IIWENTORY 

5. ST. MACTAIL'S CHURCH & EARLY MONASTIC SETTLEMENT 

6. OTHER FEATURES 

7. LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

1. SITE OF BOROUGH 

The borough was located on a hilltop and, according to 

old accounts, was supplied with 1Jater by means of wells. The 

hi 11 1Jas th e focus for a number of route.;; and wh i 1 e the 

precise e x tent of the borough is unclear but it focused on 
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the inter se c tion of thes e r oads, 

church site . 

immediatel y west o f the 

2. DD~E:STIC HOUSES 

The C i v i 1 Survey of 1654 r ecords the prese nce a t 

Ki lc u llen of •several! ruined Castles and Stone houses" 

<S imingt on 1952, 77), s uggesting tha t there were a numbe r of 

fortified houses of late medieva l t y pe in the borough. There 

are documentary references t o two of these . 

CASTLE OF HOLY TRINITY, DUBLIN 

In a d o cumen t d a ting e ithe r t o 1477 -8 or 1480-82 , Gerald, 

earl of Ki ldare, ordered tha t the castle at Kilcul l en, 

belonging to the prior and co nvent of Ho l y Trinity, Dublin, 

should be fre e o f coign and livery <Lawlor 1908, 19 ) . Th is 

cast le is again mentioned among the priory's possessions in 

15t:.,4 <20 RDKPRI, 107-8: no. 379) and is probably to be 

identified with the ma nse house , listed along with eighty 

acres o-F glebe l and , in the Civil Survey of 1654 <Simington 

1952, 224). 

CASTLE OF GREAT CONNELL 

Th e 1540 e x tent of Gr eat Conne l 1 include s a 'fortilage ' 

at Kilc ull en <White 1943, 159 ) . This was grant e d to Wil l iam 

Parsons and Nicho l as Kenney in 1607 when it was described as 

'a castle or fo r t, a lmost de mo l ished' < I r . Rec. Comm. 1830, 
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92). 

N of the road leading to 

cottage which incorpor a tes one 

Whitehall cross-roads is 

long wall heavily battered 

a 

at 

the base and another with a large open fir e pl a ce. The date of 

these feature s is uncertain. A rectangular hous e s ite is 

visible on Fig . 169, NW of the church site . It measures 12 . 5 

by Sm and is enclo s ed by banKs 2m wide a nd lm high . There is 

a l ow banK running N- S in the middle of the e nclosure and the 

interna l ground le vel i s lower than out s id e . A circular 

ditched enclo s ur e is v isible beside it. 

3 . CASTLE 

It is somewhat s urprising that there is no e v idence for 

any motte or other early Norman castle at Kilcullen and there 

is no evidence for any form of castle there prior to the 

second ha l f of the fifteenth century. In 1456 par l lament 

ordered that a "peel or to1Jer forty Paul's feet in height 

be I o.i th e e n t a b 1 ement, t~ient y feet in length and sixteen feet 

in breadth" be constructed to defend Kilcullen ( Berr y 1910, 

457) . There i s n o e v idence, ho~1ever , t o indicate whethe r th is 

tower 1Jas built or not . 

4, TOWN DEFENCES 

In 1478 pa rli a me nt i mpo s ed a levy to pay fo r th e walling 

of Kilcullen a nd a l so rel ease d the town s pe ople fro m all 
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levies in order to enable them to s tr engthen their town 

<Morrisse>" 1939, 615). Arc hda ll vis ited Kilc u ll en in 178 1 and 

record ed a tradition that i t had been ' a large wa ll ed town 

with seven gates'. One gate was still standing which he 

descr i bed as 'about 10 feet wid e , with a handsome Roman arch, 

under which the present turnpiKe road runs" and he added that 

traces of a second gate were to be seen "to the so uth -wes t" 

< Arct-,da l 1 1873, ii, 269; Pr ice 1942, 92). I1, 1795 Seward a l so 

noted that Kilcullen was e ntere d by "an arch at the turnpiKe" 

<Ke yes and La nd ers 1978, 23). Th is gate had been removed by 

1837 <O.S. Letters, Co. Kildare, i, 197) but it s location was 

described as "where a smal l s lated house is now near the 

turn-p i Ke g3te on that road•. Keyes and Landers < 1978, 23) 

suggest that it stood "on the west side spanning the road 

~Jhich approaches from the 'green of Old Kilcullen' ". He a l y 

< 1983, map 2) places it on the south side of Ki l cullen , 

however, o n the north side of th e r oa d Junction l eading to 

Castlefish. 

No trace of the gates survives, but it may be suggested 

that the defences enc l osed th e summit of the hill . The 

outline shown in F ig . 177 i s a guess based on the cur v ing 

1 ine formed by the churchyar d on the south, the to~in 1 and 

boun dary on the east, and the road~i a y on the nort h. It al most 

certa inly preserves part of the ear 1 y ecc l esiastica l 

enclosure but in eastern Ir eland i t is unusu a l to have the 

church s ited at the edge of the enclosure during the Early 

Historic period. 
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5. ST. MACTAIL'S CHURCH & EARLY MONASTIC SITE 

The present graveyar d is a s•J b-rectan gu l ar enclosure but 

the line of a c ircu 1 ar enclo s ure is visible in aeri a l v ie~,s 

<Fig s . 168-9) to the N and E o ·f the church site and it is 

continued by the semi-circular line of the road north of the 

gre e n. Th e eastern line is marKed b y a field boundary which 

is now ploughed out .Th e radiating pa ttern of fields N of the 

church s ite pos s ibly indicates a larger enclosure e x t en ding 

to Whiteh a ll cross roads on the Wand the Kilculllen road on 

the E. It will require e x c avation, how ever , to determine the 

e x act e x tent of the enclosure. 

ST. MACTAIL'S CHURCH 

Th roug hout the Middle Ages thi s church retained its 

dedication to MacTail, suggesting that there was a direct 

continuit y between the pre-Norman and Anglo-Norman site <20 

ROKPRI, 73: n o . 206; McNeil! 1950, 15). It was one of the 

churchs confirmed t o Glendalough in 1179 by Pope Ale x ander 

III <Sheehy 1962, i, 29). The Augustinian canons of Holy 

Trinity, Dublin, were instituted to the church about 1190 ( 20 

ROKPRI, 37: no. 7), and between 1200 and 1210, I sabe I, wife 

of William Marshall, granted t h e church t o Ho l y Tr inity <20 

ROKPRI, 33 : nos. 12 - 15; Lawlor 1908 , 18 , 54) and it remained 

in their po ssess ion throughout the Middle Ages . It was 

evidentl y a church of s ome impo r tance a nd had the status of a 

mother-chur c h from at least 1219 < 20 ROKPRI, 40: n o . 28 ) . In 

1504 it had five anne xe d chap e l s (20 ROKPRI, 107-8: no. 379). 
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The theft of ten marKs from t~,e chur,:h is recorded in 1298 

<Mill s 1805, 205) . I n 1327, after a disp u te with Ho l y Trin i ty 

over possession of t h e ch•Jrch, Thomas FitzJohn, ear l of 

Ki l dare, foun d ed a chantry at K i lcul l en, which was given to 

Ho l y Trini t y (20 RDKPR I, 75-6: nos. 221-2; MacNioca i ll 1964a , 

148 -50) . Wit h the disso l ution of Ho l y Tr i nity, Dub l in , in 

1538 , Kilcu ll en was erec t ed in t o a prebendal c hurch of Ch r ist 

Ch urc h cat h edra l t h ere ( 20 RDKP R I , 11 5 : no . 4 3 1 ) . An 

episcopa l v i s itat i o nof 16 15 noted t hat the chancel 1Jas in 

ru i ns, although the nave was sound <Ronan 1941a , 52) and in 

1630 b oth ~Jere in "reason ab l e reparation" (Ronan 194 1b , 97) . 

Description <Fig . 170) 

The ruins of the nave and chancel church are denot ed by 

wa l l footings 80cm high. The remains were excavated b y 0 

hicead h a < 194 1 ) . The mas onry consisted of roughl y course d 

1 imestone. Grose < 1791) shows t h e building r o o fed ~1 ith an 

a dd itiona l bu i l ding attached on the N. The S wa ll s were 

buttressed and had rectangular window s with wooden s hutters, 

i n e ighteenth century s ty l e . Onl y cu r t ai l ed lengths of the N 

and S wal l s of the chance l remain ~Jit h evidenc e for a mo d er n 

E crossing wa ll . The returns of the c han ce l arc h s u rv ive on 

both sides b u t the N wa l l s of the chancel and nave are 

miss ing. Th e S wal l h as tw o s mal l recesses cl ose to the 

ground o n e ither s id e of a n 18th centur y fireplace. The 1,I 

doo r i s re pre sente d b y two sp l ays . 

Romanesque arc h . 
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A Romanesque chancel arch was pre s ent h e re until the 

nineteenth centur y . In 1782 Austin Cooper noted that the 

"capitals of the side pill a sters are the very same as at 

Timahoe" <Price 1942 , 92) . 

Architectural fragments 

SE of the church is a chamfered granite window mu 11 ion with 

glazing bar hole used a s a gravemarKer. 

Dims: L . 52 W. 18 T. 18 

Round Tot,Jer <Fig . 171) 

In the SW end of the grav eyard, S t,.I of the chur ch ruins. I t is 

10m high, 4 . 5m in di a meter and is built of roughl y co ur se d 

limestone / slate with pinning s . The r e is e vidence for three 

floors. The round h eaded door, 1.86m above the ground , is 

s lightl y battered. There is a rectangul a r flat 1 inte l l e d 

wind ow in the S sid e at second floor leve l with granite J a mbs 

a nd a l imestone lintel . One sectio n of the wa ll ri ses t o a H 

of 1 lm. 

Ba r ro w 1979, 116-7 

North Cross ( Fig s . 172- 5). 8th - 9th cents. 

Granite b ase a.n d s ha ft, N of the chur ch. Th e bas e i s d eep l y 

bu r i e d in th e gro und a nd a ppears to be p yrami d a l in s h a p e . 

Th e s h af t i s d e corated on a ll face s with pa n e l s of fi g u re 

sculpture . 

t,.J f a c e <Fig. 172) . Lo ~1 e r par t of a t r i a n gul ar p an el a t t h e 

to p, with t he l o wer par t of t wo l e gs (?c ruc i f i x i o n ) . The 

p a n e l b e low h as a r i d er o n h o r se b acK bl o wi ng a t r u mpet wi t h a 
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small -3.n imal perched ,:in the rump ,:if the horse. The middle 

panel depicts a ma.n holding an animal by the horns with a 

sword in his right hand. The lower p a nel is the Flight into 

Egypt / Entry into Jerusalem. Bel ow th is is a row of five 

heads, which appear to h a ve been cut down in orde r that the 

shaft would fit the mortice. 

N face <Fi g . 173). The upper p a nel has a standing figure 

holding a crozier with a bell and an a x e besid e him. Th ere is 

a smal l figure l ying horizontally below the bell and crozier. 

Middle panel: interl a ce pattern. Lr. panel : a figure and 

animal wrestling a nd a sma ll er animal underneath, ?Dav id 

rescuing the lamb from the lion. 

E face (Fig. 174). Th r ee panels with fou r apostles in ea.ch 

pane 1 • 

S face C Fig . 175). Worn. It appears to have had three panels 

of interlace. 

Dims: Base: H,35 (min) W,93 X 87 

Sha.ft: H.160 W,45 X 45 

East Cross (Fig. 176 ) 

Shaft and base of granite, E of the chu r ch . Th e base is 

deep I:,, buried in the ground b•Jt is pyramidal in shape. The 

t all shaft is rectangular and has undeco r ated panels outlined 

b:,, low r ounded mouldings . 

Dims: Base . H,32 ( min) W.102 X 99 

Sh a ft, H,300 W.55 X 43 

West Cross 

Undecorat e d g ranite bas e and shaft carv ed from a single blocK 
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of granite at the W end of the ,:h•~rch. Th e base is 

rectangular and th e s hort s h a ft tape rs with a tenon and 

mortice. 

Di ms : Over a 1 1 H. 110 

B<3.s e • H • 45 W.54 X 46 

Shaft H.50 W. 40-35 X 35-28 

Te non H. 15 W. 27 :< 24 

Grave -s 1 a b. 

A t a pe ring slab with a hole at e ither end, and measur ing 6' 

b y 2'2" i s mention e d in the Dub! in Pe nny Journa l 1V, no. 185, 

J an. 1836 , 229 . It i s now missing . 

Effi g y 

Th e effigy described under Ba l! ymore Eustace c ame from this 

church. 

6. OTHER FEATURES 

D i t ched enclosure. 

W of the footings for the rectangular house, NW of the E.C. 

s it e. Healy ( 1883, 3) suggests that i t is a house site . It 

appears to be built up against an enc l osing banK. It is 

c ircu 1 ar and measures 10m i n di ameter . The ditch is 1.5m wide 

and has a max . depth of 40cm. Th ere is a hint of a 

counte rscar p banK. 

Tumu 1 us 

Si tuate d on top of the hill SW of the church site b eside the 

now di s used road l eading to Hac K!ow Cross road s . It is 596' 

, 
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abo v e sea. 1 eve l a nd aff o rds e x tensi v e views in all 

di r ecti o ns. The mou n d is 2m high, 2m wide on top and 9.5m 

~J ide at the base. There are traces of a low berm surrounding 

the mo• . .md. 

7. LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

1. Ho a rd of Hib e rno-Nor se c o ins, depos it e d c . 1103. Found at 

Kilcullen in 1305. Dolle y 1866 , 43, 76-7. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL 

Old Kilculle n i s a good e x a mpl e of a dese r ted medie v al 

borough. The documentar y sour ces indicate that it was a 

the borough was pre -No r man chur,:h site of importance a nd 

establi s hed during the thirteenth century. Despite the 

construction of the bridge a t present day Kilcullen in the 

fourteenth century the olde r settlement appears to have 

continued into the seventeenth centur y , when it began to 

decline. The decline was so complete that its original street 

plan an ,j the e x tent o f the borough is now uncertain. Th e area 

p r op osed on Fig. 177 is a guess which requires to be checKed 

b y e x cavat i on. 

The r e is little evidence for disturb a n c e within the 

s uggested b o r ou gh site, and in common with othe r medie v al 

boroughs it is to be e x pected that ar ch a e o l o gical r emains 

survive below grou n d, p a rticular l y in the fo r m of h o use 



foundations, pits and debris scatters. In preparing a site 

for a new bungalow in the triangular field NW of the cross 

roads, on top of the hill, the ground was so full of stone 

that the worKmen considered that there had been an earlier 

structure there. Keyes and Landers note that when pipe laying 

for the Old Kilcullen reservoir was in progress house 

f ,,,Jndat ions were uncovered. Accordingly there is the 

potential to discover the e x tent of the medieval settlement, 

and the nature of its houses, streets, and defences . 

In summary, the archaeological data indicates that the 

borough, .ih ich began as a settlement during the Early 

Christian period, was occupied throughout the Middle Ages. 

Documentary records of the site are few and in the fut•Jre 

archaeological e xcavation is l iKe l y to be the principal means 

by .1hich additional Knowledge can be obtained . The borough is 

not under an~· immed late pressure of development. 

Area of Archaeological Potential 

The shaded port ion of the a.ccompany Ing map <Fig . 177) 

delimits the area of archaeological potential ,1ithin Old 

Kilcullen. This is based essentially on the area formed by 

the Known monuments and the hints provided by topography • 

Because there is a lacK of information at present on the 

precise e x tent of the borough it is suggested that all 

within the shaded area be monito r ed . 
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OUGHTERARD 

Ought erard is a townland s ituat e d on a spur of rai sed 

ground at the north-we s tern edge of the WicKlow mount a ins' 

foothills, a bout 10 Kim north-east of Naas. The name is an 

ang licizatio n of Ua chtar Ard, "the upper hei gh t" . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HI STORICAL BACKGROUND 

The ear I iest ev iden ,:e for s ett I ement at Oughterard occurs 

in Earl y Historic times when it ~,as the s ite of a monastery . 

Th e f oun dat i o n date of the mon as t ery remains un Kno wn, 

however . Gw ynn and HadcocK ( 1870, 400) s uggest that it was 

the s ite of a community of nuns fou nd ed by St. Brigid. Apart 

from a ref e rence t o a raid on the monastery 

ho~1ev er , nothing i s Known of it. 

in 1084 CAFM), 

Afte r th e coming of the Norman s Ou ght erard was granted to 

Adam de Hereford (Gi lbert 1888, 102-3: Curti s 1833-43, i , 

13- 14 , 18 ) . Little is Known of the activ it ies of the de 

Herefords or the i r s uccessors , the Pippards, in Oughterard 

during th e thirte e nth century. A borough was established 

before 1276, ho wever, because Ralp h Pippar d entered into an 

agreement with s i x bur gesses of 'l e Ou trard' in that year 

( Curt is 1833-43, i, 8 1). In 1318 the ba iliffs an d men of t he 

t own of Oughterard rec i eve d a roya l charter granting them a 

weeK l y marKet a nd a fair there ( Tres ham 1828, 2 1: no . 27). 
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Th is grant indic a tes that the settlement was then an 

aut ono mous c ommunity but its subsequent histor y is obscure. 

An undated e x tent, pro babl y belonging to the first quarter of 

the fourteenth century, refers t o fifty-eight burgesses 

hol d i ng 132 acres at a rent of £.5 0s. 5d (PRO Lo ndon S.C. 

12/ 20/ 48 , courtes y Brian Eager) . I n 16 08, Wi 11 i am Browne is 

me ntion e d as pro vost of the town of 'Woghterard' (Brewer and 

Bullen 1873, 24; Ru s sel and Pre ndergast 1874, 577), which may 

indic a t e that the borough continued to function 

seventeent h centur y . 

I. SITE OF BOROUGH 

2. CASTLE 

3. PARISH CHURCH 

4. OTHER FEATURES 

1. SITE OF BOROUGH 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

into the 

Onl y one road p asses through Oughterar d but previou s l y 

th e re we re three o the rs . Th e L s h aped j1Jnct ion r unni ng up t h e 

hill t o Oughterard from the S E was formerly a T -j unction, the 

road t o th e l eft going a lo ng th e t op of the hill to 

Bi s hop scourt Upper, passing Ou ghterard Cas tl e which was below 

the ridg e on t h e S . Th e present laneway to the c hu rch of 

Oug hterard forK e d beside th e c hu rc h, one road running NW and 
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the other NE a.l o ng the I ine of present field boundaries. 

Evidence for medieval furlong boundaries was recognised N 

and S of Oughterard Church parallel with the contour lines on 

the ridge C Ha l 1 et a l 1985), although there i s almost no 

trace of burgage plot s . Hall et al suggest that the site of 

the bo ro ugh was on the raised platform of ground, SE of the 

chur c h on the S side of the crossroads. This platform is a 

natural feature and would h ave provided a le ve l area for 

houses. The y recorded high level s of phosphate on this 

platform. A smaller area on the N side of the road to the W 

of the l anelJay leading to the chu r ch is also suggested. This 

was not test e d for phosphate but it doe s have a numbe r of low 

earthworKs. The re are also some low earthworKs in the secon d 

field, S of the cross roads, on the E side of the road on 

low-l y ing ground. 

2. CASTLE 

Although Oughterar d was the site of an important 

Ang Io-Norman manor, there are no ear I y references to a 

castle. The mano r descended from the de Hereford's to the 

Pippards, a11d in 1374 it was t a.Ken into the King's hands 

( Tresham 1828, 87: no. 56). In 1410 the reversion of the 

ma.11or 11as granted to WI 11 iarn Scryvener of Lancaster, from the 

de a th of John Leche of Chester, who then held it < Tresham 

1828 , 195: no. 22), but in 1412 the manor was granted to 

James Butler, earl of Ormond CTresham 1828 , 198 : no . 26c ) , 

.;,nd it ~1as to remain in Butler hands until at least the 
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seventeenth cen tur y , In 1435 the ear 1 of Ormond rece ived 

permission to grant the ma nor to Nicholas White for his 

li fetime <Tresham 1828, 257 : no . 42) . I n 1509 Thomas, earl of 

Ormond, granted it to Sir Pier s Butler ( Curtis 1933-43, i i i , 

315: i v, 178), a nd in 1629 the earl leased the manor to 

George a nd James Aylemer ( Ir , Rec , Comm. 18 2 6 , Co. 

Car. I , 68), Th e only reference to a castle occurs 

Kildare, 

in 1636 

wh e n John Alen died holding a cas tle, ten messuages and 109 

acres of l and there < Ir . Rec, Comn1 . 1826, Co . K i l dare , Car • 

I: 68). 

Oesc r ipt ion <Figs , 178-9) 

Rectangular f our f loored tower house with th ree rounded 

corners, si tuate d on the SE side of the ridge which affords a 

cl ear view t o the WicKlow mountains . It is built of uncou rsed 

rubble 1 imestone, plaste red e x ternal ! :,,, with no dresse d 

stone . It is in poor condition with 1 a rge cracKs in each 

wall, The W wall projec ts 2.5m to the N and proba bl y enc losed 

an ex t e rn a l s tair s t o th e second and third floor s although 

there i s no evidence f or e ither a wall return, a roof or a 

stairs . There is, however, an opening in the N wall at second 

f l oor level. Th ere i s a n arro .J s t r i n g c ourse .Jith d ra inage 

cour se at wall wal K l eve l and the i ncomple t e parapets are 

a b ou t tm high . There i s a shal lotJ mach icolat i on s upport e d on 

three corbels on the E wall a t second floor leve l. 

Th e rectangular g ro und f l oor is e ntere d th ro ugh a 

se gmentall y arched do or , l acK ing it s Jambs, i n the N end of 
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the E wall. Ther e is a f i r epl a ce in the centre of the wall 

and the flue e x its a bout 1.5m a bov e ground level through a 

b r ic K op e ning. Ther e i s a rectangular doubl e s played loop, 

bl oc Ke d ex tern a ll y , in the S end of the wa ll. The W wall has 

a bro Ken rectangular r e c ess in the Send a nd a flat lintelled 

double splayed loop in the cent r e of th e ~1al 1. At the N end 

of the wa ll is a fl a t linte ll ed splayed s lit, blocKed 

e xt e rnall y . Sto ne s wer e r e mo ved fro m the s pl ay s of this 

wind ow poss ibl y to cre a te s mall wa ll cupboards in the 

thic Kne ss o f th e wa ll. Th e nor th wall has a segmentall y 

a r ,: he d r e c e ss, now b locKe d, ~1h ich ma y ha ve been a door 

le a ding t o th e s t a i r turr e t. Corbel s in th e E and W wall s of 

the gr ou n d f l oo r su ppor t ed a wooden f l o o r with a lo f t ab ove . 

Acces s to thi s mus t have been b y means of a n internal wooden 

stairs. It has round barrel! vaulting with some tr a ce s of 

wic Ke r wo rK centering . The S wa ll has two fl a t lintelled 

recess e s a t either end of th e wall and a fl a t lintell e d 

doubl e s pl ay ed s lit in the center with no dre s sed jambs . The 

N wa ll has a bl ocKed flat lintel l e d do ubl e s played s lit i n 

the E end of th e wa ll. 

Access to th e second floo r ~1 as b1-· means o f a n e x te rna l 

stair turret o f whi c h no t r ace no w s urv i ves . The S wa ll has 

o ne l arge wo o de n lin te ll e d s pl aye d window ( blocKe d ) wi th no 

dresse d jambs . Th e W wa ll has a l a r ge fl a t lintelled windo w 

wit h s ha ll o w sp l ay a nd no d r e ssed j a mb s t o war ds th e S e nd. 

Th e N wa. 11 ha s a rec t ang r; l ar d o or way i n t he W end. Th e jamb s 

a nd lin te l are mi ss in g , Th e t h ird fl oor was par tl y co nverted 

as a d oveco t e a nd mo s t of th e masonry i s not v i s Ibl e . 
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3 . PARISH CHURCH 

Th e Pa r i sh church of Oughterar d was granted by Adam de 

Here fo r d to S t . Thomas ' Abbe y, Dub 1 in, before 

1889, 75 ), The church remained a possession 

throughout the Midd l e Ages an d is l isted in 

1189 C Gilbert 

of St. Thomas' 

t h e e xtent of 

1540 CWh ite 1843, 4 1 ) . I n th e ecc l es i ast i cal taxation of 

1302-6, the church o f Ough t erard was va l ued a t £12, and the 

vicarage a t 30s . C Swe etman 1875-36, v, 245) . Otherw i se , 

how eve r, little inf o rmation is avai l ab l e on the c h urch, apar t 

from notices of th e pres entatio n of c l ergy i n 1336, 1387, 

1406 CTres h am 18 28, 126: no . 157; p , 130 , no. 12; p , 131! no . 

3), 1565 C 11 ROKPR I , 114: no. 757) and 1599 C 17 ROKPRI, 112: 

no. 6330) . Th e 1540 e x tent not e d that the chancel of 

Ought erar d .Jasin need of repair (White 1943, 4 1 ) . I n 1576, 

the rectory was l ease d to Sir He nr y Ratc liff ( Morrin 1862, 4) 

an d l a ter to Anthon >,' Po.Jer C 13 ROKPR I , 18: n o . 2946). In 

1596, it was granted to Richard Hardinge (Morrin 1862 , 378) . 

Oescr i pt io n CF i gs . 130-1) 

Th e church co n s ists of an unroofe d nave and a barrel! 

vau lted c hance l with spiral stair s in an e x t ernal sout hern 

t urret . Th e nave, in ,J h i c h there i s evi d e nce of much 

rebu ilding , was origina ll y built of l a r ge b l o c Ks of roughl y 

c ourse d l imesto ne masonry whil e the chancel i s built of split 

s l a b s of u ncourse d l imes t o ne . Neith e r buildin g has dres sed 

quo i ns . 
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Th e CHANCEL h as a p o inted bar re 11 vau l t w i t h so me .1 ic Ke r 

wo r K center ing a n d it or igin a ll y h c>.d a f lo or a bo ve with 

ac c e ss v i a th e s pi ra l s t a ir s a t the W en d o f th e S wa ll. Th e 

t o p of the bar re ll v ault i s n o w th e ma x h e i g ht o f the c h an c e l 

a nd the r o o f h as b een ce me nte d o ver . Th e E 11 a l l has a triple 

light rec t a ngul ar w ind o w of s i x t eenth c e n t ur y sty l e ; it i s 

d ou ble splay ed intern a ll y a nd h a s a fl at r e ar a rch . The 

c h a mf e r e d mt1l li o ns a nd j a mb s ar e of red 

limestone. The light s a r e cus p e d with 

s a n d stone an d grey 

r e c t a ngular heads. 

Ther e are thre e s ma ll h o l es<? d ra i nag e) which s lop e to the 

o ut s id e i n th e l Ol,ler fr ame o f th e 11 i n do w a nd V s h a p e d masons 

ma r Ks on so me o f th e mulli o ns and j a mb s . The N wa ll has a 

rec tan gu l ar s pl aye d win dow at eithe r e n d o f the wa ll wit h 

p oin t e d rear - arc h es, b o th of wh i ch a r e par tl y bl o c Ke d wit h 

b r ic K . Th e weste r n o ne has a pointe d e x ter n a l arch a nd 

ch a mfer e d jamb s o f sand s t o ne. No cut stone s s u rvive o f th e 

easte r n wi n ,jo.1. Th ere is a thi r d .1indow , p a r tl y blocKed, h i gh 

up i n the 

r ec tang ular , 

c e ntr e of th e 

s pl aye d, an d 

., a l l 

the 

under th e vau lt. It is 

rea r -arch is lintel led. 

E x t e rn a ll y it has on e s pl a y e d sandstone j amb with g lazi ng b ar 

h o l es . Th e r e are four put - l o g h o l e s a b out Im a b ove gro u n d 

i n t ernc>.ll y . Th e S wa ll has tw o wind o ws, one at ei the r e n d o f 

th e wa ll . The eas t ern s p 1 a y ed rec t angul ar ., ind o w is f l a t 

l i nt e lled with s lo ping s i ll and is p a r t ia ll y bl oc Ke d w i t h 

bric K . It h as n o c u t s t o n e . Th e we s t er n one h a s a po int e d 

r e ar -arch wit h s play s an d s l op i ng s i ll b ut i t i s c o mpl e t e l y 

bl ocKe d . E x t ernall y th e con c a v e chamfe re d sand s tone j a mbs 

rema in . Th er e i s a wa ll cupbo a rd u n d er th i s win d o w. W o f t h e 
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E •l indo,J is a b I ocKed squ int. Internal I y th is is marKe d b y a 

br eaK in t h e ,1all with a chamfered jamb on the E side . 

Ex te rna ll y there is an angled splay an d sandstone jambs on 

th e W. To the W of this is another breaK in the wal l whe r e 

there was a second s quint. This h as no d ressed stone 

int ernall y but the sandstone jambs of the W sp l ay surv i ve 

e x terna l 1 y. E o f the W wind ow is an o pening to the s tai r 

turre t with pointed arch an d concave chamfered 1 imestone 

jambs. Within the do o rway on th e W s id e th e re is a wa l 1 

recess . 

Th e S TA I R TURRET is on th e S si d e of the chancel . It is 

of the Sm high e x ternall y and about 1.5m a bo ve the roof 

chance I. It is out of the vert ical and i s now support ed by 

concrete buttresses . The spiral stairs i s lit b y small 

rect a ng u l ar s lit windows on the W, S an d E and a broKen 

rectangul a r ope ning provide s access on t o the roof of the 

ch a n ce l on the N. 

Th e NAVE is the o lder s t r ucture , and measu res 11 b y 5m. 

Its E wa ll stan d s to a h e ight of 5.3m . An insert ed r ound 

ch a nce l arch o f tufa was l ater bl ocKed a nd a rectangular 

gran it e door insert ed . Th i s n o 1J pr o v ides an entrance to the 

chanc e I. Th e N wa l 1 s t an d s to a max h e i g ht of 4m . Ex t ernall y 

ther e i s a round arched door way with fl a t lintelled rear arch 

in the cent re of the wa l 1. Th i s i s b 1 ocKe d internal 1 Y b y an 

e i g hte e nth century grav e sl a b. Th e W ,J a l 1 survives to a. 

h e igh-!: o f 6.5m a nd h as a rectangular proj e ction for a 

b e 1 1 - cote . The west wi ndow was a n a.rr o,J round-h ead ed s playe d 



~J in,jow with a granite chamfered arch and a f l at lint e l led 

rear arch, but this is now a gaping hole and on l y part of the 

N splay survive s . The 5 wall survives to a max . height of 3m 

at the E end, although the ground l eve l externall y is at the 

top of the wa ll, and about 2 m at the Wend, Th e centre of the 

1~al l is 1.5m h igh and largely rebuilt . There is one window 

splay at the E end with some tufa jambs and a possible 

opening in the centre of the IJal 1 , now b 1 ocKed . A 5 porch at 

the W end of the wa l 1 i s sho~in in a drawing by Aust in Cooper 

<Price 1942) but i s now co 11 apsed . Inserted into the modern 

d ooniay is the Gu innes memorial s 1 ab wh i 1 e above the s 1 ab 

there are some upr i ght vousso i rs of the origina l arch on the 

E side of the doorway . Among the re-set s t ones a bo ve the s lab 

is one of orange sandstone which is the head of a pointed 

chamfered arc h. 

Architectural f ragments 

Tw o granite window ja~b fr ag ments lie on the ground 

chance l . One is granite and the other limestone . 

Di rns : A) L.43 W.24 T . 21 

B) L . 35 W. 18 T. 16 

Round Tower <Fi g . 182) 

in the 

Th e lower par t of a round tower stands to a h eight of 10 

min th e SW corner of the grave yard . I t is built of uncoursed 

limestone masonr y . The round headed battered doo r with 

granite surrounds is on the E side 2.5m above ground l e v el. 

There is one sma ll w i ndow on the S side w ith a round granite 
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arc h . Th e re is a f I oor I eve I a b ou t l m be I ow the b ase o f the 

door an d ano ther lm a b ove the top of the do or a nd a third 

below th e present t op of th e tow er . Ex t. diam . 4. 8m . Av. T. 

o f lJal I s 1. lm. 

Barrow 1979, 123 - 4. 

4 . OTHER FEATURES 

Ea rthwo r Ks. 

A r o cK cut ditch , 1.5 wide an d 2m d ee p, runs fr om the S wa ll 

of the graveyar d in a SW di rectio n t o wa rd s Oughterard castle. 

It veers S E before reaching the castle a l ong the edge o f the 

for es t p l a nt a tion a nd continues as a sh a llow ditch an d banK 

to the cross roads on the S. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS ANO POTENTTIAL 

Ou g h terard i s a n e x a mple of a deserted medieval bo rough. 

Th e d oc umentar y so urces indicate tha t it was a pre -Norman 

c hurc h s ite an d the boro ugh was es t a bli s hed du r i ng the 

thirteen th ce n tury . Littl e is Known of the subsequent h i s t ory 

of the b orou g h , how ever, but i t continued to function as an 

inco rporated e ntity int o th e seven t eenth ce ntur>". Th e d ate of 

its d eser t ion i s uncl ear but it i s l iK e l y tha t its d ee I ine 

b egan in the fo u r t ee n t h centu ry and con tinued u ntil the 

5eve11t een th when it ~ias pro b a b l y aband oned c omp l ete l y . The 

exac t l ocation of the boroug h i s un Kn o wn. Th e su mm it of the 
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ridge, near the is one poss i bility, but the 

medie val sources would suggest an area to the south-east, in 

more marshy ground . Because of 

the l ocation a l arge area has 

townland of Oughterard, an d 

the 

been 

it is 

uncertainty surrounding 

delimited within the 

on l y t hrough patient 

obse rvat ion when opportunities arise that t h e e xact e xtent 

an d nature of the boroug h can be measured. 

There is l itt l e e v idence for d i s t urbance wit h in the 

suggested borough s ite , and in common ~J ith other med i eva l 

boroughs it i s to be e x pected that archaeo l ogical remains 

survive be l ow ground, particular ly in the form of house 

found a tion s , pi t s and debris scatters. According l y there is 

the potential t o discover th e e x tent of the medieva l 

settlement, a nd the n a t ur e of it s houses, streets, and 

defences . 

In summary, the archaeologic a l dat a in d icates that the 

borough, wh i ch began as a sett l ement a u ring th e Ear l y 

Christian period, was occupied throughout the Middle Ages. 

Do c •.iment ary records of the sit e are fe~J and in the fu tur e 

arc~,aeo l ogical e xcav a tion i s l iKe l y to be the principal means 

b y which a dditi ona l Knowl e dg e can be o bt a ined . The borough i s 

not under an y immediate pr essure of d e velopment . 

Area of Archae ological Potent i a l 

Th e s hade d po r t ion o f t h e acc ompanyi ng 

d e limits th e area. of ar c hae ologica l 

map <Fig. 

potentia l 

183 ) 

within 

Oug hterard. Because there i s a l acK of informati on at present 
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on the precise e x t ent of the borough it is suggested that a ll 

worKs within th e s haded area be monitored. 
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RATHANGAN 

Ra thangan is a smal 1 town in the e x treme we s t of county 

Kildare, a bout 10 Klm north-west of Kildare town. It is 

situated on a gravel ridge overlooKing the river Slate, a 

tributar y of the Barro w, while a branch of the Grand Canal 

al so passes through the town. It is surrounded on the north, 

west, and south by extensive areas of bogland, and to the 

east by a ridge of l o w hills,which isolate it somewhat from 

the fertile plains of Kildare, further to the east <Aalen et 

al. 1970 , ii, 86), The placename is a corruption of Rath 

l omgha in , the fort i mmed ia te 1 y 1,Jes t of the town . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Little is Known of the site in pre-Norman times and the 

only early reference is to the death of Flaithnia, son of 

Cinaedh, King of the Ui Failghe, at Rath-Imgain in 806 

< AU-805; A. Clon-803; AFM-801). The earl ;: history of 

Ra.thangan under the Normans is also unclear. FitzGerald 

< 1906-8, 137, 158) suggests that it ~Ja gr anted b y Strongbo~J 

to Maurice FitzGerald, ancestor o f the FitzGerald lords of 

Offaly, but it may well have been granted to Robert de 

Bermingh am , as part of his cantred of Offaly <Orpen 1911-20, 

i, 381). There is no doubt, how ever, that Rathangan was held 

b y the FitzGe ra lds in the mid-thirteenth century. The manor 

of Rathangan is one of the p roper ties named in a document of 
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1270 listing the l an ds of Maurice FitzGe r ald, elho was d r oeined 

in 1268 < Sw e et man 1875-86, ii, no. 867). An assize of 1308 

records tha.t Mauric e ' s heir , Ge ra l d, l ater held hi s court at 

Ra th angan, indicat i ng t hat it was a manor of some 

<Wood, La ngma n and Griffit h 1956, 82) . 

importanc e 

Rathangan was s it uated in a f ro ntier position, on the 

bo r d ers of the Ui Conchobh a i r territory of Ui Fai l ghe. In 

1300, the v i 11 of Ra tha ngan t.ias burned b y the Iri s h < Sweetman 

1875 - 86 , v , no . 48; Mill s 1905, 230) . An e x t e nt of the l ands 

of Rich a rd FitzTh o mas , ear l of Ki l d a re, prepared on the 

l a tter's d eath in 1331 <MacNiocai ll 1964a , 102) re cords t he 

b urgage rent of Ra tha ngan a s £6 3s . 2d. indic a ti ng th a t there 

we re 120 burgages. During the fifteenth ce ntury Rathangan 

p assed int o the hands of t he Ui Conchobair Fai l ghe . I n 1433 

Ma i rg hreag, el if e of O Conchoba ir Fa i lghe, hosted a great 

assemb l y of l earned men a nd p oe t s a t Rathangan <AFM), wh i le 

in 1437 her husband , Cal b h a ch Mor, was d escribed as the 

a n cient patron of the vicarage of Ra than g a n <Tweml o w 1909, 

666). 

By th e 1530s Rathangan h a d rever ted t o FitzGerald control 

and the castl e o f Rat h angan was d escr ib ed as one of the 

s t r ongho ld s of Si l Ke n Tho mas d ur i ng h is r ebel l ion in 1535 

< Fi tzgera. ld 1906-8, 144 ) . Most of the s i x teenth and 

seventeenth c e ntu r y ref e r ence s t o Rathangan concern the 

cas t l e but an e x tent of the ma n o r drawn up in 1540 states 

t h a t t h ere we r e eigh t messu a ges an d ten cott a ges i n the 

V i 1 I -3.9 e of Rat h a ng a n, as we l l .as a el a ter -m i 11 , l ate l y bu i It 



b y Stephen Aph arry , and leased to Walter Brabazon (Fi tzGera l d 

1806- 8, 162- 3). I n 1551 Redmond Oge FitzGer a ld received a 

l ea.se of ten cottage s in Rathangan ( ibid . 151) suggesting 

th at th is was the fu 11 complement of th e vi 11 a ge at th e time. 

Ra thangan was plundered a nd burn ed in the FitzGerald revolt 

of 1546 < AFM ) . In 1672 the earl of Kildare received a grant 

of a wee Kl y marKet at Ra than g an ( FitzGera ld 1906-Sb, 157 ) and 

in 1658 it had a populatio n of 107 (Pender 1939, 395) . As 

lat.a as 1760 , Rocque ' s map shows the v i 11 age as cont a in ing 

o nl y seventeen h ouses, indicating a population of no more 

than one hu ndred (Aalen et a.l. 1970, ii, 86) . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL I NVENTORY 

1. STREETS & STREET PATTERN 

2. INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

~ .;:, , THE CASTLE 

4. PARI S H CHURCH 

5. OTHER FEATURES 

6 . LI ST OF STRAY F I NDS 

1. S TREETS & STREET PATTERN 

The street pattern i s essenti a ll y linear, composed of 

Ma in street, ~Jh ich forKs a t the MarKet Sq i n t o Chape l Street 

an d Bridg e Street . The plots on Main Stret preserve a c l ear 

bur gage plot patte rn, but the l ayou t of the sett lement 

s ug gest s that this is no o ld er than th e seventeent h cen t ury . 



2. INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

The mill situated E of th e vi ll age on th e river Slate rnay 

be on th e site of th e me di eva l mill . 

3. CASTLE 

After the b urning o f Rathangan in 1300, John FitzThornas 

petitioned the K ing for help in rebuilding a "fort a lice• 

ther e < Sweetman 1875-86 , v, no. 48: Mi 11 s 1905, 230 ), and 

thi s i s probabl y the castle refered to in the 1331 e x tent 

<MacN i oca ill 1964a , 102 ) . Since it lJ as to be re built in 1300, 

the "fo r t a lice" was c le ar l y in ex i s t ence during the 

thirt een th century and perhap s as ear l y as the late twelfth 

century b 1.1t the date of its construct ion is unKnown. Nothing 

further is Known of the castle until 1535 wh e n, after 

changing hands on a number of occasion s during the revolt of 

Sil Ken Th omas, it was seized b y government forces and served 

as a b a se for the Lord Depu t y in his e x peditions against 

Bri a n O Co nchobhair , c hief o f Ui Fa ilghe, in 1535 and 1537 

<Fi tzGeral d 19 06-Sb, 144-8 ). In the 1540 extent it is 

d escribe d as a "cas tl e su r roun d e d b y stone wall s su f ficiently 

repair ed very necessary for the protection an d defence of 

the su b ject s of t h e lo r d the King in these par t s• <ibid. 

162). In 1551 Redmond Oge FitzGerald receiv e d a lease of "the 

c as tell of Rahangan with the h owses an d offyces be l onging to 

the s-3.rne • < ibid . , 151 ) . During the later sixteenth century 

Rath angan cas tle was f requently used as a residence b y the 

ear l s of Kild are but it played no role in the war s of the 
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1640s a.n d ~Jas ,jemol ished about 1756, the materials being ued 

to bui l d Rath&ngan Lodge clo se b y (Fi tzGera l d 1906-8, 152-7) . 

The re is now no trace of the castle which i s marKed on 

Noble and Keenan's map of 1752 and Rocque's map of 1760, 

~J hi ch s h o~J it i n the field S W of Rathangan Lodge . FitzGerald 

( 1906-Sb, 157 : map opp p .139) notes that the Lodge was built 

from the mat eria l of the castle which stood nearby. The 

present owner of Rathangan Lodge recalls wal l foundations SW 

of the house, near the river where a number of irregular 

earthworKs are present in the field . 

4 . PARISH CHURCH 

The ear liest reference to the church of Rathangan occurs 

in 1297 ~ihen its vicar, Richard , is mentioned (Mi lls 1905, 

173), and another reference occurs in 1299 (Swee tma n 1875-86, 

iv, no. 659) . In the ecc l esiastical taxation of 1302- 6 , 

Rathangan is noted as a prebend of the dioces of Kildare, 

v a lued at 40 ma.rKs, while the vicarage L,as valued at 30s . 

(Sweetman 1875-86, v, 244) . References to c l ergy indicate 

that the church continued to function throughout the Middl e 

Ages bu t it had fallen into di srepair by 

earl of Kildar e l e ft £200 in his wi ll 

church (FitzGerald 1906-8b, 158) . 

1744 when Robe rt, 

for rebuilding the 

Th e present ch urc h is a nineteenth centur y structure a nd 

ther e a r e n o pre - 1700 rnernor i a ls or monuments . Th e ground 



immedi a tel y E of the church is higher than elsew here 

grave ►·ar d . 

5. OTHER FEATURES 

Ringfort. ?Motte, 
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in the 

Situated at the NW end of the village on high ground with 

e x tens ive views in all directions. Descri bed b y O'Conor in 

1837 as "this mound is a t present planted, and is about 

one h •.rndred and eighty f ee t in d iarneter, and measures fr o m 

its base to it s summit, s l a ntwi se , about forty two feet, 

which wou ld probabl y marKe about twenty eight f ee t in 

perpendicular height. It i s enc ircl ed with a large ditch 

which i s abou t seven hundr ed and thirty eight feet in 

circumference; and a foss, which is partly de stroyed, mos tl y 

on the south and eas t side" (O,S. Letters, Co. Kildare, ii, 

129-30). It is a very l a rge raised pl a tform surrounded by a 

de ep ditch and co•;nter-scarp b~.nK. The interior diameter i s 

60m E-W b y 58m N-S. There is an internal banK, 2m wide, with 

a max imu m height of 2rn on the NE. The banK is eroded on the N 

and SW s ide s . There are a few raised areas i n the centre but 

no cohe ren t pattern can b e discerned. It is surrounded b y a 

ditch 6,5m in width and 4-5m in depth below the top of the 

ii,ternal b anK . There are traces of a counter -scarp banK 

particular 1 y on the E a nd S s ides. There is a causeway over 

the ditch on the E . 

6. LI S T OF STRAY F INDS 
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1. Bronze dirK. Found in 1865, partiall y inc 1 uded in the 

trunK of an alder tree in a bog at Rathangan, at a depth of 6 

feet . NMI 1877: 58 . Burgess and Ge r l off 1981, 35: n o . 235 . 

ARCHAEOLOG I CAL PROBLEMS ANO POTENTTIAL 

Rathanga.n is an e x ample of a sh run Ken medieval borough . 

The documentar y sources ind i cate t hat its origins 1 i e in 

pre -Norman times and the borough was probab I y est ab I ished 

there during the thirteenth century . The borough s eems to 

h ave faded during the l ater Midd l e Ages but its fortunes rose 

in the si x teenth a nd seventeenth centuries and it is 1 i Kel y 

t hat most o f its a rch a eological deposits be l ong to that time . 

It is liKe l y that archaeologica l deposits hav e been 

disturbed along the street frontages but elsewhere there is 

l ittle evidence for disturbance, and in common with other 

borough s it is to be e x pected t hat archaeological remains 

survive b e l ow ground, particular l y in the form of hou s e 

foundations, pits and d e bris scatter s. Accord i ng l y the re i s 

th e potenti a l to discover th e e x tent o f the medieval 

sett l ement, a n d the nature of it s h o u ses an d streets . 

In summa r y , the arch aeo l o gic a l data indicates that the 

bor o ugh , which beg a n as a se ttl e ment during the Earl y 

Christi a n period , was occu pi e d through o ut the Middl e Age s . 

Documentary rec ord s of the sit e are f ew a nd in the futu re 

arch aeo logi c a l e x cavation i s li Ke l y t o be th e p r in c ip a l me a ns 



b y which additiona. l Knowledge can be obt a in e d. The borough is 

not unde r any immediate pres s ure of devel o pment. 

Area o f Ar cha eological Potential 

The sh a d e d po r tion of the accompanying map <Fig. 185) 

delimit s the a rea of archaeological pot e ntial ~1ithin 

Rathangan. This is based essentially on the a rea formed by 

the Known m,:inllment s a nd the hints pro v ided by topograph y , 

toge ther with an area arollnd the suggested cas tle site, on 

th e so,Ath-west. Beca•Ase there is a l a cK of information a t 

present on the preci s e e x tent of the borough it is s ugg e sted 

that a ll wo r Ks within the shaded are a be monitored. 
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RATHMORE 

Ra thmo r e is a sma ll v illag e loc a t e d a bout 6 Klm eas t o f 

Naas in e as tern Kild a r e on th e we ster n fringe s o f the Wic Klow 

mo unt a in s . The Hartwell r iver, a sma ll t r ibut a r y of th e river 

Li f f ey , flow s thro ugh the v ill age . Th e pl a cen a me i s d er i ve d 

from Ra th Mh o r, "the b i g f or t", a lth o u g h as De hOir < 1974-7, 

104-6) points out, it i s u n clear whethe r this r e fe rs t o the 

S Ll rv i v in g An gl a -Norman ma tt e o r to an earli e r r ingfo r t. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

Ther e i s no documentary e v idence to indica t e an y 

significan t pr e -Norman settlement at Rathmore, whi c h is 

s urprising be c au se it i s clearl y of importance shortl y a ft er 

the An glo -Norman inva si o n . The motte may we 11 be constructe d 

over an e a rli e r mo nument, however, b e cause the bronze 

bracel e t, -found in the encl os ing banK in 1905, i s probabl y o-f 

Ea rl y Hi s t o ric d a te (JKAS 4 < 1903- 5 ), 4 98 ). 

Shortl y a ft e r th e An glo - No r ma n c o nquest, Rath mo re an d 

o the r l a nd s wer e gr an t e d b y William, so n o f Maurice 

Fitzgera ld, se c o nd baron o f Naas , t o his b r othe r Ge r a ld , the 

ancest o r of the F i t zGera ld bar on s of Of f a l y a nd e ar l s of 

K i 1 d are . Th i s g ran t bJ as co n f i r me d i n a. docu ment o f 1185-9 b y 

Prince J o hn , wh o a l so g ran t ed Ger a ld a weeK l y marKe t at 

Ra thmo re < MacNi oca i 11 19 64a , 14) . Befor e hi s d eath in 1203 
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Gera ld Fitz~~urice granted a charter estab lishing a borough 

at Rathmore. This c harter does not survive but its existence 

is demonstrated by a reference to it in another charter 

gr a nted to Ra thmo re by Gerald' s son, Maurice Fitzgerald, 

gran t e d the burgesses the c . 1220. In th i s charter Maurice 

liberties of Breteuil and ninety-si x burgages with their 

a ppurtenance s a t an annual rent of 12d. < MacNioca i 11 1864b, 

294-5). The borough continued to function into the first half 

of the fourteenth century. An e x tent of the possessions of 

Rich ar d F itzThomas, ear I of Kildare, drawn up in 1331, 

included £19 in rents from the bu rgesses an d tenants of 

Rathmo re <MacNiocail l 1864a , 103) l4hile in 1334 a reference 

occ1.1rs to "a field c al led the 'Mocheburgage' in the burgage 

of Rath more" < 23 RDKPRI, 100: no. 580). It was in a frontier 

sit1Jation, h•) ~Jever, and in 1355-6 Ma•~rice FitzThomas, earl of 

Kildare, was ordered by th e King, on pain of forfeiting the 

manor, to go to Rathmore in person, accompanied by five 

men-at-arms with armoured horses, twelve well armed hobelars, 

fo rty archers and o ther footmen ,iel l equ iped , in order to 

resist the incurs ions of 

c Tr esham 1828 , 60: no. 41). 

th e O Broin and their allies 

Th e absence of references after 

the fourteenth century suggests that the borough went 

decli ne but Ti rlagh Doyne was listed as its provost in 

into 

1608 

showing that it was not completely abandoned (Brewer and 

Bullen 1873, 24; Russell and Prendergast 1874, 577 ) . Rathmore 

is said to h ave been burned b y Rory Og O ' More, who died in 

1577 CHendric K-Ay lmer 1899-1902, 377-9), and was partly 

burned b y the O'By rnes in 1580 <Ha milton 1867, 253). The 



Civil Survey o ·f 1654 noted the presence at Rath more of the 

"Mannor House or Castle", three other castles, an d a mill, 

al l of which were described as waste <Simington 1852, 43) . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

l . S ITE OF BOROUGH 

2. DOMESTIC HOUSES 

SEGRAVE ' S CASTLE 

3. INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

4. CASTLE 

5. ST. COLUMBA'S PARISH CHURCH 

6. LIST OF STRAY FINDS 

1 . SITE OF BOROUGH 

The b orough was probably l ocated in t h e area between 

Segrave ' s cast l e and the motte . The r e are tr aces of an o ld 

roadw a y bou n ded b y b anKs r unni ng a l ong the S side of the 

Hartwe ll r i ver between t he spr in g an d a ruined farmhouse to 

t h e Nl,l. It s S b a n K is indicated b y hac heurs on the O. S. ma p. 

2. DOl'ESTIC HOUSES 

Maurice FitzGera l d's c harter o f c . 1220 preserves s ome 

detai l s of th e s ize of bur gage p l,)ts at Rathmore, which are 

l acK ing ·for most I rish boroug h s . Of the n i nety - s i ;c boroughs 
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specified, ei ghty -fl u e were t o conta i n seven 

f ron t age each , whil e the o the r eleven had h a lf 

a.er es 

an a c r e 

and 

and a 

frontage < Ma ,:Ni ,:,ca ill 1964b, 43) . An inquisition of the reign 

of Elizabeth noted ninet y-e i g ht messuages at Rathmore 

< Hendr icK-Ay I mer 1899-1902, 374), correspon d ing re marKab 1 y 

c l os el y to the ni n ety-si x b urgages of c . 1220. 

No trace of burg a g e p I ots suru i ves on the grow1d b•Jt some 

irr e gul a r earthworKs are present in the fie ld marKed 0.950 

acr es , ,,n t h e W side of the Rathcoo I e road, b e tw ee n Rathmore 

and Segrave's Castle. Rectangular feature s are visible in t h e 

aer i a l photograp h in the field imme diate l y St..J of this, ie, 

the fie ld mar Ke d 1.410 acres. < F igs . 186, 191 ). 

Seven castl es wer e noted at Rathmore i n an inqu isition of 

Elizabet h ( Hendr i cK -Ay l mer 1899- 1902, 374) but i n 1654 th e 

Civ il S•Jruey listed three c as tl es in addition to the "Mannor 

House or Cas tl e " (Simi n g t on 1952 , 43) . Apart f r om Segrave ' s 

cas tle, h o wever, none of these survive . 

SEGRAVE'S CASTLE 

Thi s may b e th e castle r e corde d in 1654 as b e longing to 

Sagry of Cab rag h < Simington 1952, 43 ) , 

Oe:;,c ripti o n <Figs . 188-9) 

Th e tw o rema inin g flo o r s o f thi s g s t e h ouse are 

incorpo r a ted i nt o Mr P. Br a dy ' s farmhouse on the Rathcoo l e 

Rd. where th e g roun d f l o or serves as a gar a ge and t h e firs t 

floo r i s used for s t o rage . I t i s a ttach e d to the S s ide of 
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the f ar mhou se a nd th e W an d S s i des a r e pe bbl e -d a shed but th e 

origin a l stonew orK is e x posed on the E. It was o r iginall y 

three - floored but the p r e sent o wn e r' s f a ther r e moved the 

third fl o or a bout 5 0 y ear s a g o (JKAS 10 < 1922- 8), 304). The 

adj o ining ho u se itself may be a late 17th centu ry str ucture 

but it i s imp o ss ibl e t o b e c er t a in. It is s ton e built a nd 

r e o:t a ngul ar in plan with two r o oms on each fl o or, a centr a l 

stairca se, splay ed windows and both g a ble s h a d s t a cKs. There 

are blocKed doors opening f rom the gatehouse to both floor s 

o f the house. 

The mas o nr y consi s ts o f uncour s ed limestone with so me 

d r e sse d gr a.n i te a nd 1 imestone quo ins. Inte r nal dime n sions a t 

g round fl o or level are 3 .5 b y 2.5m a nd the centre of the 

b a rr e 11 v a u 1 t i s 2. Sm above ground. There is a round a rch e d 

opening , a lmo s t the width of the building , on the W side 

wh i I e the E side h a d a s imi I a r opening. The j a.mbs of the arch 

on th e W ar e d r e ssed but there a re no j ambs o n the E and the 

entire wa l 1 i s inse rted. At the E end of th e N wa l 1 

r ec t a ngular flat linte ll e d opening to the s tairs, now 

i s a 

very 

damage d , c o nta in e d in the th icKness of the N wal 1. There i s a 

bl o cK e d r e ct a n g ul a r o p e ning t o th e hou s e in the N h a lf of t he 

wa ll. Th e s t a i rs wer e lit from th e N a t fir st fl oo r l eve l b y 

a small r ec t a ng u l a r s pl aye d s lit whi c h i s also blocKed b y the 

adj o in i n g h o u se . Th ere was a s ma ll l of t (max . he i g ht lm ) ove r 

th e gro und fl oor whi ch h a d a wo od en f l oor su p p ort e d 

stone corbe l s in t h e N wa ll an d three on the S wa ll. 

on 

It 

h ave b een in sert e d an d was taKen d o wn a b out 50 yea.r s ago . 

t wo 

may 
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The walls of the first floor stand to a h e ight of 3.15m 

a t the gabl e s an d l. Sm a l ong the N an d S walls . There is a 

sma l 1 bl ocKed splay ed windo w i n the N en d o ·F the W wal 1. The 

S wall has a rectangul a r flat l intel l ed window in th e c entre 

of th e .i a ll oJhic h i s part l y blocKed with a mod ern rectangu l ar 

window . Th e E wall had a splay ed lintell e d window in the 

centre o f the wall which is broKen down to f l oor l eve l. There 

is a l so a s ma ll bloc Ke d sp l a y ed s lit to the S of this 

o p ening . The N . wall h as a r e ct an gul ar 1 inte ll ed d oor wa y with 

roughly d r e sse d limestone j amb s a t th e E end of t h e wa ll, 

leadin g t o the stairs. Th e wa ll at this lev el is n o t as w ide 

a s on the f irst fl oor. Op posite the opening in the N h alf of 

the wal l i s a blocKed rectangular opening to the house wi th 

one rough l y d resse d limeston e jamb. See He n dricK-Aylmer 

1899- 1902, 381. 

3 . I NDUSTR IAL AREAS 

Th e e x t e nt o f the possess ion s of Richard FitzThomas, ear l 

of K i 1 dare , in 133 1 noted th a t he rec e iv e d th e to 1 ls of a 

mi ll at Rathmore < MacNiocai l 1 1964a , 103). This, or it s 

successor, is presumab l y the same mill as that granted to 

John Travers, .iit h th e cast l e a nd manor of Rathmore , i n 1546 

<Morr i n 1861 , 11 6), an d the mill , th en was te , belonging to 

the ' Mannor Hou se ' in 1654 (S i mingto n 1952, 43). 

The 1 oca.t i o n of the mi 11 ma:,, h ave bee n on the r i ver, N of 

the matte. There are s ome o ld farm build i ngs c l ose to the 

river and ther e is collapsed masonr y i n the riv er . The 
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s urro 1Jnding l and L.Jhich b e lo n gs to the h o us e imme diately E of 

the mo tt e is Known a s the Mi 11 Farm. To the E of the Spring 

on th e river there is a wide d e pre s sion, bounded by banKs , 

running along the S sid e of t h e river to the Rathcoole Rd . , 

which may b e the rema i ns of a mi ll race. 

4. CASTLE 

Mo tte 

Th e first direct references to a castle at Rathmore occur 

i n the si x teenth centu r y but there can be little doubt that 

the matt e was con s truct e d in the l at e twelfth or ear l y 

thirt ee nth centur y . The motte was the centre of a manor which 

generall y remained in Fitzgeral d h a nds th roug h out the Middle 

Ages . It s ownership was disputed on occasion, however. 

Between 1287 a nd 1293 John FitzThomas, l ater first earl of 

Ki l dare, was given all rights to Rathmore b y the daught e rs of 

Maurice F itzMaurice <MacNiocail l 1964a , 31, 67, 77) but in 

1305 Agn es d e Va l ence , Maurice' s widow, cl a imed that John 

FitzThomas had forcib l y entered the ma no r of Ra thmore, ta.Ken 

l i ve stocK a nd corn, and des troyed equipment and buildings 

<Mil l s 19 14, 75- 8, 2 40-1 ) . In a rat her enigmatic document of 

13 97 , the bi s h o p of Le ighlin g rant e d th e ma nor of Ra thmore to 

Ge r a ld F i tzMa urice, ear l of Ki l d are <Mac Nioca i ll 1964a , 

14 6-8) a nd i n the 14 6 0s the o wners h i p o f the mano r was 

d isput e d b e twee n th e Kild a r es a nd th e earl s o f Wilt s hire 

( Otw ay-Ruthve n 1968, 3 8 5 -6) . Ra thn-.ore, ~iith its cas tl e , was 

forf ei t e d b y t h e F it zgera ld s a ft e r the r e b e llion o f S i l Ke n 
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Thomas in 1535. In 1538, John Ke l~iay .i as ap po inted constable 

of the castle which was described as "one of the chief Keys 

o f de f ence " a g a ins t the O'Toole s CHendr icK-Ay l mer 1899-1902, 

375 , 377). The manor was l ease d t o Walt er Tr o tt, vicar of 

Rathmore in 1541 < 7 RDKPR I, 50: no . 184 ) and granted t o John 

Tr ave!'s in 1546 < Mo rrin 1861 , 116). Most of th e possess ions 

f orfeited in 1535 were returned to Gerald, the el eve nth earl 

in 1554, but Ra thmo re was a pp arent l y not included . In stead it 

pass ed to the Che vers famil y .1ho st il I held it in 1654 when 

it was re fe r r e d to as the "Man nor House o r Cast 1 e • 

( Hend r icK-Ay lmer 1899-1902, 374,377: Simington 1952, 42-3). 

At the b eginn i ng of this century, the motte was described 

as being twent y -five yards in diamete r at the summit 

CHendricK - Ay lmer 1899-1902, 381). Gravel quarrying at the 

motte in the l a t e nineteenth century resulted in a number of 

interes ting discove r i es recorde d b y the earl of May o ( 1896-8, 

l 13-14). In 1893 a number of human s Ke l etons were discovered 

"buried ins ide a ring of roundish undressed limestones•, near 

the base o f the ban K. In 1894 a long stone cist, five feet 

long , eighteen inch es wide and eighteen inches de e p, was 

disco ver e d "exactly 20 feet below the present grass -gro~n 

surface o f th e r a th Cs ic J •; it contained a single inhumat ion . 

A l aye r of bl a c K ash was obs e r ved in prof ile at the same 

l eve l as th e cist: "a blui s h sor t o f cl ay •, c on taining 

a ntler, cattle , s h eep an d pig b ones, an d a littl e above this , 

ano ther layer cont ai ning ash and bones were observed a t an 

unst~.ted d e pth. 



Descr iption <Fig . 18 7) 

Round conic a l mound s ituated on ground which slopes 

d o wnwar ds f r om S t,:i N . It commands e x ce l l e nt views on al 1 

s ide s with the e x ceptio n of the SE wh e r e Cupid s townhill 

blocKs the v iew. The mo tte is enclos ed by an inn e r ditch, a 

ban K and a n outer dit c h . There is no evide n ce for a baile y 

but th i s may h ave been removed b y q,;arr y ing on the N <Fig. 

186). T he steep-sided motte is 15m high from the bottom of 

the ditch and the basal dimension NS is 46m. The summit 

slopes from N to S a n d measure s 13m N-S an d 17m E-W. The 

inner ditch is 6.5m wide at base on the Wand 7.5m wide on 

tr-, e E. The b anK ri s e s f rom 3m on the W t o 7m on the E a bo ve 

the bottom of th e ditch . It i s 12m wide o n the W and 18m wide 

o n the E. The o u ter ditch is 17.5m wide on the Wand Gm bel o w 

the top of the ban K . It is r ep l aced on the S b y a l a ne~Jay 

running along the N s ide of the churchyard, by the road o n 

the E, a.nd it has bee n quarried away on the N. There are 

traces of a counter - scarp banK on the E and W side s . 

5 . ST. COLUMBA'S PARISH CHURCH 

The earlie s t refe r ence to the chu r ch o f Ra thmo r e o ccur s 

in a lis t of th e d eaneries o f the diocese of Dublin, d a ting 

t o the 1270s ( Gilbert 1897, 141). It i s cl e a r , however , tha t 

Ra thmo r e ~ias al r ead y a recto r y a nd a mothe r church with 

a n n e x e d chapels b y this date <Gilbert 1897 , 141-2 ) . In 1533 

th e Rep o rtor ium Vi r ide n o t e d tha t the r e we re fo u r chap e ls at 

Ra th more , dedic a t e d to SS. Ka ther ine, Loch .am, Br ig i t a nd 
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Pat r ic l< <White 1941, 200). The dedic a ti o n t o St . Col umba is 

first recorded in 1577 < 13 RDKPR I , 53 : no. 3 146). I n 1318, 

Thomas Fit:zJohn , earl of Ki ldare, granted th e advo~ison of the 

church to the Hospit a l of St. John of J erusa lem, alo ng with a 

messuage and fifteen acres of l a nd in the town C Tresham 1828, 

23 : no . 115; McNeil! 1932, 151 ) . The Ho s pitallers held the 

c hu rch f or the remainder of th e medie val period, and the 

rector y o f Ra thmore i s li s t e d in the Disso l ution e x t ent of 

the Order's pos sess ions C lA.h ite 1943, 94). The Order l eased 

the rectory t o Thomas Ale n in 1540, and on the termina t ion of 

that lease it was l eased to Anthony Lo we in 1571-2 C 12 

ROKPRI, 72 : no . 2091) . The tithes of th e rectory were leased 

t o Thomas Lambyn in 1589 a nd 1596 C 16 ROKPRI, 103: no . 5381: 

17 RDKPRI, 40 : no . 6026 ) . The church and ch a nce l were in 

repai r a t th e time of the r oya l visit a tion of 1615 C Ronan 

1941a, 37) but were in d isrepair b y 1630 (Ronan 1941b , 79) . 

The pres en t c hu rc h and to~ie r appear t o date t o the 

mid -e ighteenth cen tu ry ( Le wis 1837 , ii, 504-5) 

wa. I sh/ Ma.I o n c ross . 1686-9 CFig. 190 ) . 

Latin cross of green g r it with an anchor - s haped base standing 

a t th e head of a grave SE of t he church . Incised 

in Ro man capit a l s : 

inscription 

K/ HERE LIES THE BODY/ OF PEIRCE WALSH W/ HO DYED THE 

16 DAY/ OF IVNE ANO IN TH/ E YEARE 1686 AND/ I OAN MALON 

HI S W/ IFE WHO/ DYED TH/ E 22 DA Y AVGVST/ ANNO/ 168[ 9 ] 
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Dim;: H. 98 W. 52 T. 7 cm 

Cr oss . Dat e uncertain. 

Cl ose t o the S wall of the church. Rough l y s h a p ed undecorated 

gran ite cr oss with vestigia l arms . Da t e uncertain . 

Dims : H.74 <min ) W.35 T.25 cm . 

Cros s . Now missing. 

Hen d r ic K-Ay lmer < 1899-1902, 38 1 ) mentions t h e exi x tence of a 

cros s with a crucifix ion . 

Cr oss shaft? 

E of the church, a t apering octagonal s haf t of limes t one 

l y i ng on the ground. The base an d top are bro Ken. 

Dims . H. 102 W. 2 4-20 Chamfers 11-9 cm 

6. LI ST OF STRAY FINDS 

1 . Long stone cist containing sKe l eton . Di s co vered in 'mote ' 

at Rathmore, 1894. JKAS 2 < 1896-8 ), 112; JRSAI 34 ( 1904) , 

321. 

2 . Bronze bracelet. Found in 1905 " in the rampar t which 

enci r cles th e base of the great pag.;.,_n tumulus, or moat, at 

Rathmore, Co. Kildare". JKAS 4 < 1903 - 5) , 498 . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS ANO POTENTT IAL 

Rath more is a good e x ampl e of a de se rted me di eval 
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bo r o ug h. The placename e v id e nc e and the dedication of the 

church to St. Columba indicate that it a pre - Norman 

settlement and it is l iKe l y that th is is ~1hat a ttracted the 

Anglo-Normans to settle here. The bo rough was es t a bli s hed at 

a n e a rl y stage in th e Anglo - Norman invasion, probabl y before 

1200 a nd it appears t o have been a sizeable settlement in the 

thirteenth and fourt eenth centuries. It may have started to 

decline befor e 1400 but the documentar y eviden c e indicates 

tha t it ~1as on l y completel:,.· a b an d one d after its 

the late si x teenth century. 

burnings in 

The motte is one of the finest in the countr y but it is 

unfortlmate that its immedi a te environment is scarred by the 

qu a rr :,.· to the north. The precise e x tent of the settlement i s 

un Kno wn but it can be suggested that it focussed on the matte 

a nd church, and may hav e stretched northwards as fa r as 

Segrave' s cast le. This suggestion n e ed s to be teste d b :,.· 

e x c avation, however. 

Ap ar t from the qu ar r y and the houses near the 

cross-roads, there i s little evidence for disturb ance wi th in 

the suggeste d boro1;gh site, and, in common with other 

medieval boroughs, it i s to be ex pe c ted that archaeo logical 

remains surv i ve b e low ground, p a rticularl y in the fo r m o f 

h ouse found ations, pits and d e bris scatters . Acc ordingly 

the r e is the p o tentia l t o di sc o ve r the e x tent of the medieval 

settl e ment, and t he natur e of its houses an d s tre e t s . 

In s ummary , the archaeological data indica tes that the 

borough, which beg an as a se ttlement du ring the Ear l y 
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Chri3ti an period, was occ upied th roughout the Middle Ages . 

Document ary r e c o rd s of th e s ite a re few and in the futu re 

arch a e o l ogical e xcavation i s liKe l y to be t he principal means 

b y which a dditional Know ledg e c an be obtained. The borough is 

not unde r any imme dia t e pressu re o ·f deve lop men t . 

Area of Archaeological Pot e ntial 

The shaded port i on of the accompan y i ng map ( Fig. 191 ) 

de ! imits th e area of a rchaeological potent i a l with in 

Ra thmore . Bec a •Jse there i s a l acK of i nformation at present 

on th e precise e x tent of the boro ugh it i s suggested that a l l 

worKs within the shade d area b e monitore d . 
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SILL IOTH ILL 

Si lli o thill is a townland a bout 2Klm sou th of Kildare 

town and is th e s ite of a thi r teenth century borough. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORI CAL BACKGROUND 

The ro:,.·al escheator 's accounts for the bishopric of 

Kild a r e , du ri ng a vaca1, c y in the see fr om 1272-76, include an 

account of £.11 10s . 3d. for bur gage rents in 'SelyoK 1
, 

identified b>• De v itt ( 1918- 21, 417) as Silliothill. There is 

a second t olrnland named Silliothill in count :,, Kilda.re but it 

is l ocat e d near Har r istown, about eight miles to the east, 

and is unliKe ly to be the site of medieval 'Se lyoK', which 

was clearly close to Kildare. Sel:,,oK fo rmed part of the 

bishop's manor of Kil dare ( 36 RDKPR I, 60) but the ar chbish op 

of Dublin had possessions there valued at 20s. yearly in 

1302-6 <Sweetman 1875-86, v, 238). The fate of the borough is 

unKnown but the abs e nce of documentary references suggests 

that it bJas abandoned in the fourteenth century. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY 

1 . SITE OF BOROUGH 

2. CASTLE 

3. OTHER FEATURES 
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1. SITE OF BOROUGH 

There is neithe r a rchaeologic a l, c a rt og raphic o r 

do,:1Jmentar y e v idenr.:e f or the e x a ct site of the borough. The 

onl y a rcha e o logical s ite i s a □ -s hap ed e nclo s u r e on top o f a 

low h i ll i n the a dj a cent t o ~ml an d of Gr e y Abbey . One may 

hazar d the gue s s that the borough was s itua t e d 

v icinity . 

2. CASTLE 

in its 

In 1537 Thomas BurKe of Castlecurry granted "the cas tle 

or mess1.1ag e of Sill iat• to James Butler, later the earl of 

Ormo nd ( Curti s 1933- 43, i v , 172). The earl bequeathed "the 

to~me of Se 11 a t• to his son Edmo nd in 1546 <Curtis 1933-43, 

iv, 293). The castle was r u inous b y 1588 when it was leased 

t o Eustace Harte < 16 ROKPRI, 85: no. 5258), and in 1602, whe n 

lease d t o PatricK Sarsfeilde of Tully, it was again described 

as "r uinou s •. The e x act site of the cas tle is unKnown but it 

may have be e n located within the enclo s ure d escribed below 

3. OTHER FEATURES 

Encl os ur e . 

S ituat e d o n t o p o f Silliothill with e x cell a nt v i e ws of 

Ki l d a r e t o wn . Ro ughl y □ -s h ape d i n p 1 a n , but densely 

overgr o wn . En c l ose d b y a ban K, 2m wid e , which rises to a 

h e igh t of a b ou t 1.5m a b ove the interi o r . The e x t ern a l ditc h 

ave r ages S m in wid t h, an d has a d e pth o f 4.5m bel o w the t o p 
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of the banK . There are slight traces of a co1,1nterscarp banK 

on the NE, N, NW and SW. Th e SE side may have been removed. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS ANO POTENTTIAL 

Silliothill i s perhaps the mo st enigmatic of Ki ldare's 

medieval boro1,1ghs. Known from onl y a single reference, its 

or igin s , founder and location remain obscure . Ex aminat ion of 

Sill iothill town l an d revealed only one feature which might 

h ave acted as the focus for the b orough and an area of 

archaeological potential has been delimited around this on 

the accompanying map (Fig. 192 ) . It is unclear what one 

should expect to fi nd associated with this borough,and 

because there is such a lacK of information at present on the 

borough it is suggested that all worKs within the shaded area 

be monitored. 
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