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GENERAL INTROOUCTION

Touwns pose onae of the most formidable problems faced by
archaeology today. Lived in and occupied over long periods of
time, and often covering guite large areas., they are the most
complax form of human settlement <that we Know of. Daep
archaeological deposits have accumulated in mest towns as a
result of the long period of occupation and, accordingly,
towns are among the most important areas of our heritage.
Houever, towns are also the homes of modern communities, and
are the centres of present-day business., industry and
cultural life. The requirements of modern life has brought
considerable change to many touwns wWith aextensive road
Wwidening, building schemaes, housing estates and industrial
development. The demolition of buildings and the digging of
deep foundations has brought about irrevocable change in the
appPpearance of towns, and change, in this century, means more
thorough destruction than anything that has gone before. The
problem for archaeology is not one of praeservation., although
this may be desireable, but of recording standing buildings
and archaeological levels before they are destroyed. The
unfortunate truth is that wuhat is not recorded now has little
chance of ever being recorded later.

By its nature archaeology is concerned Wwith the past of
ordinary people. The fragmentary building remains, pottery
sherds and scraps of worked stone 'or wood which the
archaeologist discovers cannot be used to reconstruct
political movements or great administrative changes. These
parts of our past can onl!y be glinpsed from documents, from
what people who uwere alive at the time have observed
themselves or heard related. Archaeological data, howaever,
can tell us a great deal about the everyday life of ordinary
Peorle and the qQuality of that 1life in terms of the
technological and economic resources of the particular time
and place in quaestion.

Urban archaeology may be defined as the study of the
evolution and changing character of urban communities from
their earliest origins until modern times’; more especially it
is concerned with the reconstruction of the natural and human
environmaent within which and as part of which human actions
take Place. A mathodical definition such as this, however.,
should not obscure the fact that wurban archaeoclogy is
fundamentally concerned with the past of ordinary citizens,
of the form of their houses and streets, of the business of
their marKkets and uworkKkshops, of the style and arrangement of
their churchaes, of health and disease, of the variety of
cultural, religous and economic activitys in short, it is
concerned wWwith the life and death of communities ancestral to
our oun.




Devaelopmant of Urban Archaeoclogy

For long the study of the urban past has largely been the
prasarve of historians, sociologists and geographers and it
is only raecently that the potential of archaeology to uncovar
the past hasgs bean realised. Part of the reason for this is
the genaral lack of awarenass that almost all touwns have
archaeological deposits. This stems in part from the
incomprehension of the ordinmary man-in-the-streat that a town
which is lived-in cam have archaeclogical daeposts at all!
puraely baecause it is lived in, onea tends to think that
everything of past agas, unless it is wvisibly standing has
been swept away. In part it also stems from the fact that the
construction on a vast scale of bBuildings requiring deep
foundations has only occurrad recantly, and it is only as a
consaequance that archaeological deposits have coma to 1light.
It is also due to the fact that, in previous canturies.,
archasoclogical methods and techniques were net advancad
anough to take advantage of opportunities even 1f they did
arise, Until relatively mcdarn timaes the buildings of ones
ganeration have bean constructed upcn the foundations of the
last. As structure replacaed structure the ground lavel rose
slightly and over the centuries, in cities such as Dublin,
cons idarabla dapths of archaeological dapos its hava
accumulatad.

In llastarn Eurcpe, urban archaeclogy is a product of the
sixties, but +thare is nothing new about archaeological
discovaries in towuns’! indeed, it has quite a respectable
ancaestry. One of the charactaristics of the Raenaissanca was
the saarch for antiquities, and although much plundaring
occurread it generated an interast in ancient Roma. In
Ireland, Dublin has been the main focus of attention.In 1646,
Sir Jamas Warae recocrded the discovery of anm inhumation burial
at MNassau Streaet. Much of the Ray collaection, nouw housed in
the MNational Musaum of Ireland, is composad of ViKing and
Madiqval objaects found during tha layving of sewage Ppipas
betuweaen !836-33, The amount of material uncovared brought on
such a great demand that even fakKes were manufactured and
sold. As the city expandad and tha railuays werse built more
discoveries waere made. In 1946, 1866 and again in 1932 large
numbers of ViKing weapons and ornamants Were discoveraed at
Kilmainham-lslandbridge, and although originally interpretad
as thae remains of a battle, they are now seen tc form part of
an early ViKking camatery, apparently, indead, the largest
cematary outside of Scandinavia. During the 1888's timber
structures were notad at the Four Courts and again at St,.
Michael's Hill and digging had taken place as part of the
restoration of churches such as St. PatricKk's Cathadral,
Christ Church Cathedral, St. Mary's Abbey and St. Audeon's
Church, Howavaer, although this material was gathered in
Oublin, as in othar touns, little uWwas done with it.

" Thae breakthrough in tho‘ concept that +touns had an
archasology of thair ouwn occurred shortly after World War I1l.
Bomb damaged sites bacame available for excavation in many



-la-

cities which were not going to be developed immediately and
consequently excavation became more easily possible than
before. In London ., for instance, bombing destroyed
one-sevaenth of the medieval <city and betuween 1947-62 a
campaign of aexcavations tookK place (Grimes 1S67). Initially
these aexcavations uwere oriented towards <the discovery of
Roman remains: the finding of the Tenple of Mithras for
instance caused a great public sensation at <the <time. Ouer
large parts of London no madieval deposits uwere left, because
of the cellar digging of earlier centuries but gradually
paeoplae bacame auware of the existence of madieval deposits and
of tha need to examine thaem.

The real advance., hoxevar, occurraed in Russia, at
Novgorod where excavations were conducted betuaeen 193¢ and
1962. There for the first time organic remains were found in
large qQuantities and it became possible to reconstruct entire
streetscares and to chronicle the changes which happened in
them as one generation succeeded the next (Thomson 1S67).
Gradually as more workK tookK place in England and Germany it
becama aPparaent that <the rich archaeological material in
towns was not just a side-light on urban life but because of
its wvery richness it could contribute greatly to our
understanding of the archaeology of entire periods and
regions. In Ireland the first scientific excavations wuare
commancad at Dublin Castle in 1961 and excavations were to
continue in Dublin for the next twenty years. The interest
aroused by the High Street and, later, the Wood Quay
excavations uwas uwWidespread and it created an interest in the
archaeology of other towns. To date, excavations have takKen
place in about fifteen Irish touns.

The archaeological importance of urban sites may be
summar isaed under four headings:

1. In order to Know what happened in the town itself: houw a
particular area was used and houw it evolvaed.

2. For all touns, archaeological deposits are the earliest
archive. Only a handful of Irish touwns are referred to eprior
to 1200 AD and it is only during the sixteenth and
saeventeenth centuries that references become anyway common.
Yet the urban life of many touwns has continuead unbroken since
the twelfth or early thirteenth century, while the origins of
others lie in the Viking, Early Christian and Prehistoric
periods. Even then such references rarely throw much light on
daily life and tend to be more concerned with political and
administrative events. Indeed, most individual properties
Wwithin touns uWwill have no documentation relating directly to
them until the late-seventeenth or early-eighteenth century.
To all intents and purposes., then, individual sites within
touns may have remained complaetely prehistoric, in so far as
they have no documentation, until the seventeenth century or
later. Accordingly, to gain any knouwledge at all excavation
is important.
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3. Because of the depth of stratigraphy and the wealth of
finds. Most touns are located beside wwater and generally
waterlogged deposits are presant with the consequeaent
preservation of organic material. The combination of many
layers and many objects means that it is usually possible <to
date structures and layers closely. This is particularly
important because it makes tight chronologies possible for
artefacts.

<. At a more advanced level! where the archaeology is
concerned it is impossible to understand it without Knouwing
what happened to the toun itself. Each <touwn is a wunique
expraession of the history of its region and the destruction
of its archaeology would leave an irreplaceable gap in
Knowlaedge of the evolution of the raegion. )

The raecovery of this information is threatened, . houwever,
by the increasing redevelopment and gradual expansion of our
cities and towns. It is very difficult to foresae the effacts
of this raedevelopment when the extent of archaeological
deposits is generally not Knouwn to the Planning Authority and
it has happened in the past that the archaeological
significance of a site has only become apparent when building
WorkK was about to commence. It is important <then that <the
areas containing archaeological deposits should be identified
if the potaential of this important part of our heritage is to
be realised.

Purpose and Aim of the Present Survey

The Urban Archaeology Survey was established with monies
allocated for the purpose by the Minister for Finance in
1982, Its purpose was to compile a corpus of archaeological
information on Ireland's tousuns and to present it in such a
way that it could be used effectively by the archaeologist,
urban planner , propaerty developer, or interested layman. In
this regard the survey has been guided by a submission
prepared by the Royal Irish Academy on Urban Archaeology
which recommended that the report should have four aimst?

1. "To evaluate critically the archaeological potential, both
above and below g9ground of the listed touns™.

2. "To emphasise areas where the archaeological deposits
could be preserved by the Jjudicious use of new building
techniques and the presentation of open spaces, etc."”

3. "To assess the level of destruction of the original
tounscape”’.

4. "To measure the effaects of urban expansion on originally
rural archaeological sites”.

The chronological cut-off point beyond which material would
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not be included was 1708 ARD.

The identification of sites which were wurban centres
before 1780 AD is not Wwithout difficulties. In many cases
such an {dentification is dependent on the survival of
documentary evidence. However, it was faelt that it was better
to follow the existing work of Graham (1977> and Martin
(1981)> rather than impose new criteria. Rccordingly the sites
which are included here are those for which there is evidence
of their status as boroughs prior to 1780 AD.

In the rerports the material is pPresented as follows: the
situation of the site is outlined and a brief account of its
archaeological and historical background is provided. This is
follouwed by an archaeological inventory which endeavours to
catalogue both extant gsites and those which are Known from
documantary sources. ARlthough the amount of information on
each town may vary the catalogue follows the same format for
each entry, firstly detailing the information on streets and
street pattern, and following this with an account of <the
domegtic buildings, market places and economic features such
as quays and industrial areas. The seigneurial castle and
town defencaes are described next together with the religous
‘buildings of the town. The evidence for suburbs and activity
outside the walls is then outlined and the inventory
concludes with a summary of the archaeological excavations
and a list of the stray finds. The inventory is followed by
an assessment of the archaeological potential of the site.
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INTRODUCTION TO CO. MEATH

This report considers seventeaen sites within the modern
county boundary which are Known to have beaen wurban sites
prior to 17008 (Fig. 1). Soma of <these are now deserted,
octhers have shrunk in importance but three, Kaells, Navan and
Trim, are expanding towns while Athboy, Duleaek, Ratoath and
Slane have the potential for raedaevelopment in the near
future.

The touns cong idered here are all essentially
Anglo-Norman foundations established in the last Qquarter of
.the tuelfth or early in the thirteenth century. It is clear
from documantary and archaeological sources, however, that
most of these were already important settlement sites prior
to the coming of the Normans. Some such as Duleek, Kells,
Slane and Trim were monastic sites, while others such as
Ratoath and Syddan were secular dwellings. These centres are
particularly important for archaeolocgy because they have the
potential to illuminate the hazy paeriod of transition betwaeen
the pre-Norman period and their emergence as urban sites.

Our Knowledge of these touwns prior to 1788 consists of
only the meagrest historical details but the potential of
archaeology to illuminate social and economic life during
this period is considenable. This report assamblaes the Knouwn
archaeological data on each site and rebdiews their potential
for future research. Each toun is provided with a map
outlining its zone of archaeological potential in which the
following colour codae is usaed:?

Pink: the shading used for the 2one of archaeo-
logical potaential.

Red! extant archaeological monuments.

Purple! sitaes of Knouwun monuments.
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ATHBOY

Athboy is situated in lowlying flat countryside
equidistant from Kells and Trim. The medieval <toun uas
centred on the axis of a 1long gaently curving street nomu
divided into O'Grouney-, M3in-, and Bridgae Streets, and lay
largaly to the waest of thae Athboy river, a tributary of the
Boyna. The river uas evidaently an important factor in the
location of the town because the pPlacename is derived from
Ath Buidhe, i.e. "yaellow ford®, a crossing point. In early
sourcaes it is raeferred to as Ath Buide Tlachtgha, “the vallow
ford of Tlachtgha" {Hogan (910, S4) and uwas so-named from
Tlachtga (The Hill of Ward? which uwas traditionally the site
of an important Oenach held at Samhain. The site wuas
identified by O'Donovan with a low hill to the north-east of
the toun on top of which an earthuwork, consisting of a
central raised aenclosure surrounded by four banks and
ditches, is sited <¢0.S. ULetters, 181-2>. O‘'Oonovan also
recorded a local tradition that the site had been entrenched
in 16841 but Macalister (1949a, 264> uwas of the opinion that
it was not a fortification at all. The plundering of the site
in S03 (AFM) uWould suggest that it uwas functioning as a
sattlemant site at that time and the presence of subsequent
habitation is suggested by the fact that Tighernan Ua Rualirc,
King of Braeifne, was slain here in 1172 by Hugh de Lacy.
Indeaed it is interesting to note that as late as (496 fires
wara lit on top of the the hill in order to warn the settlers
of the Pale of approaching Irish attackers (Conuay 1832, 89).

The laegaendary associations of Tlachtga suggest that <the
immediate neighbourhood of Athboy uas sattlad in
Pre-Christian times but the earliest references to the site
of the praesent <toun occur in the eleventh and tuelfth
centuries. In 1022 Ath Buidhe Tlachtga wuwas the site of a
battle betueaen the Norse of Dublin and Maelsechlainn of Meath
¢(O'Donovan 1851, !I, sub anno). In 1090 AFM notes that
Muirchertach Ua Briain plundered Brega "as far as Ath
Buidhe", whilae in 1167 it was the scene of a synod convened
here by Ruaidhri Ua Conchobhair, King of Connacht, at which a
number of civil and ecclesiastical laus were passed
(0'Donovan 1831, 1, sub anno). These references indicate the
geographical importance of the ford in the period immadiately
before the coming of the Normans and suggest <that it wuwas
becoming a focal point.

Under the Normans Athboy becama the centre of an
important manor and uwas probably the caput baroniae of the
barony of Lune, granted to William de Muset by Hugh de Lacy
in the early 1170's (Orpen 1911-20, ii, 88). On his death ({n
1213 it passed briefly into the hands of the Tuites and then
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to thae Loundres <(de London) family who hald it until 1396. In
that year the manor was partitionad between the two daughtars
of William Loundras, ona portion going to <the Prestons and
the other to the Brouwns (Mills and McEnaery 1916, xi, 168). For
the historian the Preston involvemant is fortunate bDecause
information on the manor is presaerved in thair +amily
cartulary, tha Gormangston Registar (Mills and McEnqry 1916).

The earliest reference to a Norman fortification occurs
in tha l!rish Pipe Roll of 14 John ¢ 1211-12> which notas that
the castle of Athboy was then being fortifiaed <(Davies and
Quinn 1941, 38). Tha exact site of this motte has not baeen
previously datarminad (cf, Graham 1974, 437 19808, 47), but it
is liKaely that it was constructed on top of the hill of
Tlacthga, which O'Donovan daeascribed in 1836 as “"four (parhaps
five) concentric rings, With a moat in the cantre nod much
l1owered" (0.S. Laetters, 181). The Castlatoun of ARthboy is
mantionad on a numbaer of occasions in the Gormanston Register
suggesting that the motte uwas some distance from the touwn
t Tresham 1828, 257 no. 31, Indead as late as 1598 tha
"Castle-toune of Athboy" is listed among tha castles of Meath
(Hogan 18978, 92), a fact which would explain why Tlachtga uas
rafortified in the 164@0's. Therae wWas a mill attached to +the
manor and tha rental in the Gormanston Register uwould suggaest
that it was near the town (Mills and McEnery 1918, 9.

Thae date of thae foundation of Athboy as a toun is not
Known and, indaed, thare is little information on its history
or devalopmant during the Middle Ages. Tha earliest direct
refarance tc the borough is in 1337-8 (43 Report Deputy
Keapar of Public Records Ireland < 1313), 48), but the mantion
in 1329 of John la Forester., provost of Athboy, shous that
the toun was incorporated garlier, probably in tha thirteanth
cantury (Mills and McEnery 1916, 1368). The town had all thae
trappings of a medieval borough including its corporation and
court (Morrissey 1938,15%), It received a number of roval
charters of which the most important uwas that of 1612 < Irish
Racord Commission 18308, 218>, In 1487 tha provost and
commonalty received a charter from Henry IV granting a number
of privileges including the right to aestablish a marchant
guild, for uwhich it is recorded that thay paid 18 marks
(Tresham 1828, 187 no. 77 p. 188 no. 14). In 1423 the toun
subscribed 20s. touwards the aexpenses o+ defanding tha Pals
against O Conchobair Failghe in the previous vyear (Tresham
1828, 2308, no. 118). This uwas an amount eqQualled only by
Kalls among thae touwns of Meath and Ilestmeath and suggests
that Athboy uwas one of the uwealthier touwns of <the Pale at
this time. There is little to indicate uwhat the source ot its
Wealth was based on. It uwas a marketing caentre for the
agricultural! produce of its immediatae hinterland and thera is
a2 hint that sKins and furs may have played a role in local
trade (Trasham 1838, 21% ne. 130). A bakahouse i3 mantionad
in 1482 (Tresham 182B, 162).

The touwn uWas on the edge of the Pale and functicned as a
frontier post in the Latar Middle Ages. It was burnad, Ffor
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instance, in 1443 during the raid on the Palae by 0
Conchobhair Failghe and was captured by Owen Roa O'Naitl in
1643, The monies spant on its defence are an indication of
its importance. A charter of 1396 included the right +o
collact murage (PROI/1A/33/23 p. 189> uhile in 1446 Henry VI
granted customs for 68 years, and these appear to have baan
continuad by the Irish Parliamant of 1482 (Berry 1914, 2%),

Littlae is Knouwn of life in the toun during the
savaeanteanth century and the lack of documantary referances
does not nacessarily imply that it declimned in importance.
Howaever , the plagua of 1373 recorded in AFM must have been a
setback. Thae Civil Survey of |6%4 records thirtaan castlaes in
the town together with an abbey., a church, a bridge and one
(?) stone house <(Simington 1394@, 210>, Topographically,
houwaver, this is the tima whan Connacht Street and Lower
Bridge Street were most likely established and <the Knouwn
trader's tokaens suggest that this was a time of prosperity
(Macalister 1931, 268). The borough returned <+two mambers to
parliament from 1368 until the Act of Union,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL I[NVENTORY

1. STREET PATTERN AND MARKET PLACE
2. CASTLE

3. TOuWN DEFEMCES

4, ST. JAMES' CHURCH

5. CARMELITE FRIARY

6. OTHER FEATURES

7. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. STREET PATTERN AND MARKET PLACE (fig. 3)

It is difficult to determine tha exact size of madiaval
Athboy because naeither maps, documants nor archaeclogical
data throw any precise light on the extent of the <town. Tha
axisting stretch of town wall provides a boundary for the
town on the south but <liewheara 1its limits can only be
guessed at on the basis of the burgage plot pattarn. The long
proparty boundary running uwestuards from the Athboy river and
forming the northern end of the burgage Plots on the north
side of Main Street and Upper Br idge Strast is the most
likely indicator of the northern extant of the toun. The
eastern boundary may have been formed by the Athboy rivar
because tha burgage plots on the east side of the rivar, in
Lower Bridge Straeat, are smaller than those within the toun
to tha wast. The western aedge was probably formad by the long
property boundary running diagonally onto Connaught Street
from the north and continuing to the town wall on the south.
If this outline is corract then most of Connaught Street and
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Lower Bridge Streaet would have been outside the medieval
toun.

The streaet plan of the madieval town was  essentially
linear and consisted of the present Main Street and Upper
Br idge Straeet. Main Street is cigar-shaped in plan and it
functioned as the markKet place. It is to be identified with
the High Streaet referraed to in 14168 ¢ Tresham 1828, 212 no.
98>). It is also presumably the street raecorded in 1442 as
baing burnt (Cogan 1862, 163). Thae date of Connaught and
lower Bridge Streats is not Known for <certain. The bursgsage
plot pattern in Connaught Streaet is particularly wall
defined, a feature which suggaests that it may be immediately
post-medieval, i.a. seventeaenth rather than aighteanth
cantury, in date.

Despite the referaences in documentary sources, such as
tha Civil Survey, to the existence of stona housas here prior
to 1708 none aprpears to survive. Howaver, soma of the housas
in Main Street hava callars and <there are archaed lanauays
betwaen many housaes opaning into back lanes and outhousas.
The Ulster Bank has a very staeply pitched roof which may be

of early data.

2. CASTLE

It has bean suggested above that the castle of Athboy
refarred to in 1211-2 is to be idantified uwith the earthworks
now on top of Tlachtga, north geast of the towun,.

3. TDWN DEFENCES (Figs. 3-4)

Athboy was one of the four walled touns of Meath and
recaived its first grant of murage in 1308 (PROI/1A/33/283 ¢p.
182). Furthar grants of monias ware made in 1446 and 1462
(Barry 1914, 23). In 13988 it was still listed as ona of the
walled towns of Meath (Hogan 1878, S1),

The coursa of the toun uwall, as outlined above, would
have run westwards from the Athboy river and parallel to Main
Street for a distance of about 273 m baefore turning
southuards for about 168 m and crossing Connaught Street to
Main Straeat at a point where the LEST GATE presumably stood.
From here the wall ran south-east to the present surviving
straetch, and thence backKk to the river. It would have enclosaed
an area of roughly 4 hectares <10 acres).

The surviving stretch of wall is located aeast of St
James' churchyard, from which it axtends east and uast for a
total leangth of 18@ m. It is of roughly coursed 1imestone
masonry with a rubble core. The avarage height is betuaen tuo
and threea matres and it is 990 cm wide. An opan-backed mural
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towar (Fig. 4> projacts from the wall. It is extremaly
overgroun With vegetation and accurate measurements could not
ba obtained because thae interior has been landscaped in order
to incorporate it within the car park design of The Kirwan
Hotel. The following dimensions are tharafore approximata.
The towar has an internal diametar of 2.45m and an external
ona of 4.4 m, It projects some 2.689 m from tha walls it is |
m thick at ground level. Two: matres above aextarnal ground
level it narrows leaving an internal ladge which may have
functioned as a wall-walk., A fosse. about 3 m deep, axists
outs ide the wall to the south of the gravevard but its fresh
appearance suggaests that it was recently dug. Howevar, it may
ba on the line of an ancient featura.

The Athboy rivar probably formad the town boundary on the
aast but it is difficult to Know whaether there was a rivar
wall or not. It is a featurae that aexistad in soma towns, such
as Drogheda, but Was dispaensed with in others, such as
Kilkenny , where thae river was regarded as forming sufficient
dafence. A GATE must hava existed beside the bridge., probably
on the uwaest side.

4. ST. JAMES' CHURCH (Fig.57 Pl. la)

This was the parish church of <thaea madiaval +town and
although it has bean confused with the Carmelite Friary by
Previous writers (Killanin and Duignan 1887, B3 Graham 1974,
47), it is evidaent from the Civil Survey and tha differing
dadications that these uare diffarant 'sites. A numbar of
raefaerances to Simon, parson of Athboy, suggast that a parish
church uwas praesant c.1200 and the dedication indicatas that
it was of Anglo-MNorman origin (Brooks 1993, 34: Clarka 1941,
63 Gilbert 1889, 13, 264, 272). Howaevar, the earliest diract
reference to the parish church of St. Jamas occurs in a dead
of c. 1480 (Mills and McEnery 1916, 1417 sae Tresham 1828,
178 no., 768). The Gormonston Register shows that the advowson
of the church was originally in tha hands of tha lords of the
manor but by 1472 the right to appoint tha parson was held by
the archbishops of Armagh (Morrissey 1939, 21). A chantry to
the Blessed Virgin was established in 1416 ¢(Tresham 1828, 212
no., 298), The building seams to have bean badly damagaed in thae
assault on the town in 168432 and Bishop Dopping records in his
Visitation Book of 1682-3 that the church was finished in
16738 and was now in good raepair, but that the chancal was
ruined and had been wunraepaired since the 1640's <(Ellison
1972, 9). He further records a reading desx, font, silver
chalice and peuwter flagon thare. The presaent church was built
in 1772 and incorporates a fifteenth century touwer at tha
west and,

Lbiagst tower

This has a rectangular plan with a protruding stair
turret in the north-esast angle. The masonry is of coursad
limestone as are the quoins and jambs. It has five floors
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with battlamants above and rises to a haight of 22.84 m. At
ground level its length is 7.84 and the width is 6.45 m. Tha
base has a shallouw batter of ldcm which slopas into the wall
about 8@ cm abovae presant ground lavel. Thera is a string
coursae above thae sacond floor and the wall is steppad back
slightly above it. The entrance i85 on the east through a
small modarn lintelled door but traces of the original arch
are visible abova. The thickness of the east wall cannot be
accurately guaged at ground level and it is concealed +rom
view by plasters accordingly its date could not be
detarminaed. The ground floor has a pointad barrel-vault with
wickerwork centering and one small round-headed uwindow in the
wast wall. The stair-turret is 1it by eight rectangular slit
Windows with internal splay’ the louer tuwo are in the qast
wall, and the remaining six are in the north. The +$irst floor
has small reactangular windows in the south and wast walls and
a blocked up door or recess in the east wall. The second
floor has a similar window in the north dall and the third
$loor has one in the east wall. Tha <third floor is barrel
vaultad in bricKk and stone uwhich would appear to be of recent
data. The fourth +floor, the belfry stage, has pointed
twin-light windows with transoms in each wall. All of thase
Wwindows are splaved internally. Thae battlements are largely
reconstucted. A roofline in the east wall, with its apex on
tha ‘second floor, incdicates the former position of the nave.

Other structural remains

The east window of the Ppresent church is considerad
locally to be ancient and according to the caretaker, Mr
Qaniel [Rouglas, it was brought hare from the medieval manor
church of Rathmore. The mullions and jambs, houwever, are not
madiaeval but the label stops on the aextaerior are decorated
with a form of 168th century iuvy-laaf spray. The church at
Rathmore still retains its late fifteanth caentury windows. It
may be that portion of a window from the medieval church was
re-usad in the prasent building. Within the graveyard is a
partially buried fragmant of a mediaval uwindow moulding used
as a grave-marker. ’

Monumants

Effigial tomb. c.139@0 ¢(Pl, 2a).

This badly damaged double affigy slab rests on fragmentary
surrounds besida the south wall of the tower. It depicts a
Knight and lady 1in raelief. The lady is dressed in a
fur-trimmaed pleatad gown having a V-shaped nacKline with
yoKe, over which she uwaears a long mantle, also fur-trimmad.
Tha hem of her gown is drawun up to show the pleated Kirtle
underneath and she uears a high necked bodice with a tuistad
chain and pendant cross around her neck. Her hands are Joinad
and sha has a horned head-dress with vei]l and uide brou-band.
‘Her head rests on a double rectangular cushion and her faeet,
in pointed shoes, rest on a dog. The Knight is wuearing a
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narros saisted body harness of many lames. He grips a slaender
sheathed suWord attached to his belt by a ring and straps. His
head is damaged but ha has a visoraed bascinet decorated with
rosattes. The pauldrons, coskters and poleyns are also
decorataed with rosaeattes. Around his naeck is a thick chain
Wwith a large circular jewel attachaed. Hunt has suggested that
this may be & crown of thorns. One foot 18 now missing but
Hunt shouws them encased in sabatons and resting on an animal.
The material is limestona. Hunt has dated it to the aearly
sixteenth century.

Thraee fragments of the tomb surrounds survive. Onae,
showing an ecclesiastic, lies on top of +the tomb and the
others have bean pPlacaed together to form the side panel.
Thesae depict St. Michael. Christ in Judgement and the
Rasurreaction.

Dims! Table: L.222 W. 28 0. 13
Left panel: H, 38 W. 67 D. 12
Right panael tH. 349 W. 78 D. 8

Hunt 1974, 202-3; FitzGerald 1907-3, 418

Talbot slab. 17th caent.

Limastone. Ractangular slab set on 4 laegs near the south exit
of the gravavard close to tha path. It has a taldbot in false
relief on a rope moulding and a marginal Roman inscription,
Only the lettars 'AES AND .N' ara nouw decipherable. The
remainder is suppliad from FitzGerald (19B7-9, 428):

HERE VNDER LIETH THE BODY OF [AMES TALBOT OF ATHBOY /
BYRGAES AND ONE OF THE HOVSE OF DARDISTON AND ~ WAS
BORNE IN ATHBOY IN THE YEAR OF OVR LORD GOD ~ ON THE
IN THE YEAR  GOD 8E MERCIFVLL

Oims? H 229 W 114 D 16 cm.

Deborah Brunton slab. 1699.

Slatqe. It forms part of the paving betwaan thae tower and the
north door of the church. It is axtremaly worn and has baen
recently usad for mixing camant. Incised Roman inscription,
badly worn, The missing lettars are supplied in lowar case
from FitrGarald (1987-3, 4181

herE LIETH THE Body of misTRIS DEborah BRUNton wife of
mr HENnery BRUNton uwho dePARTed THIS LIFE thae 1¢-) day
of ifune ANND DOMIN]I $1698°'.

Dims: H 120 W 9 cm.

Head on north wWwall of touer.

A large worn granite head is situated about 4m above ground
level. It has bulging eves, a recess for the mouth and
protruding ears.
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Head on east wall of church

A small head liaes in the apex of <the east wall. It has
pointed ears, overhanging eyvebrouws, deeply sccKetad eves, a
protruding nose and thick lips. There is a slash on the laeft
sida of tha face and a bulge on the right s$ide of the mouth,

Heads similar to thesa are fraequantly found on fifteenth and
sixteenth caentury churchaes in the Maath area.

Font

Octagonal wWwith circular basin and central drainage holae. It
rasts on an octagonal shaft and base. Although it iz machina
dressed Roa (1968, 189) considers it to be medieval rathar
than modern.

Dims: Diam, of basin 38, Depth of basin 23.3 cm.

MISSING MONUMENTS.

The mid-seventeanth cantury u&Writer lsaac Butler noted two
tombs which have baen missing since at least 1908 (Fitz2Gerald
1907-9, 423).

1) Elizabeth Smith. 1631.
Formarly on +tha south wall of the church, it had the
following inscriptiont

HERE LYETH THE BDDIE OF ELIZABETH SMITH, THE DAUGHTER OF
ROBERT COLLIER PARSON OF ST. COLLIERS CHURCH IN CHESTER
AND WIFE OF WILLIAM SMITH VICAR OF ATHBOY TO LWHOM SHE
BORE SIX SONNES, WHEREOF THREE WERE HERE [INTERRRED
BEFQRE HER., SHE DIED DECEMBER 13, 1B631°'.

Jrl. Assec. Mamorials Dead Ireland Il (1892-4), 163

2> Plunket and Goldan nee Collier. 1633,

This was in the chancal and was described as large with the
arms of Golden and Plunket in the cantre and a marginal
inscription?

HIC IACET PETRUS GOLDWEN / QUONDAM DE ARCHERSTOMN FILIUS
ET HERES RICARDI ~ GOLLDEM HUTCHESTON QUI 0OB: 9TH MAILI
1587 ~ ORATE PRO ANIMABUS GULIELMUS ~ GOLLDING ET ANNE
PLUNKET UX ~ ORIS EIUS QUI HOC MONUMENTUM FE-/ CERUNT
PRIMO DIE AUGBUSTII ~ ANNC DOMINI 1835, QUORUM .~/ (AND
MABUS PROPITIETUR DEUS.

Jrl. Assoc. Mamorials Dead Ireland II (1882-~4>, 163,
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3. CARMELITE FRIARY

In 1317 William Loundraes granted to the Carmel ites a site
for thaeir friary in RAthboy ly ing batuaeen the river and the
land of "Hencelini Mulghan® (Tresham 1828, 22 no. 38>. This
may be i{dentified with Mullaghstones on tha east of the town
and it suggaests that tha friary lay on the east of the
bridse. In 1405 an indulgencae Was granted because the church
Wwas Iin naed of rapair (Guynn and HadcockKk 1978, 287). At the
Oissolution the jurors raeported that the site contained the
friar's church with a belfry and a stone touwer, a mangion
occupiad by the farmar, Thomas Casaey, who had rapaired it
with stonaes from the cloister, an orchard and 3ix gardens!?
they add that Casey had constructed a horse-mill in the
church (White 1943, 266). )

6.. .OTHER, FERTURES

"Earthuorks

1. S{ituated south-eagt of tha river outside the lina of the
town wall in Oanas Court. It consists of a low
figure-of-aight platform with shallow extaernal ditch. It is
planted uwith treas and is probably a modern landscaping
faeature.

2. Situated in the Fair Graeen. It is a low platform with
traces of a vary shallow ditch. It is also planted with traes
and is probably a landscaping featura.

ODims: Oiam. 16.499 H. 1.80 m.

Crucifixion Plaques (Pls. b, 2b)
Both are inserted into the wall of St. James' R.C. church.

1. Fragment of & small limestone panal, daecorated in falsae
raelief, on the south sida of the wast wall (Pl ib). It is
divided f{nto threa ogaee-headed sections with a crucifixion in
the centre, flanked by the figures of Mary and John. Christ
is shown wearing a parizonium with His arms outstretched and
His head slightly inclined to the right. The cross 1is not
depicted.

Dims. Capprox}! H, 29 W. B3 cm.

2. Threa pansl fragmants set abovae the uest door <(Pl. 2b).
The caentrepiece has a panal divided into threas ogas-headed
sections by sugar-barley pillars and tha spandrels abova ars
decorated with scroll-worKk and interlace. Decoration is in
vary low falsa relief. It shows a crucifixion similar to that
on plaque 1 in the centre, with Mary and John on either side
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wear ing pleaated tunics, balted at the waist., On thae right
sida of this panel is the lowar half of an acclasiastic and
on thae left side is a panel containing an angel with large
wings.

Dims. (approx.?! H. 38 W. 70 cm.

St Jamas ' Wall.

South of the town at the rear of the rectory,.

Miss ing monumants.

Two late madieval crosses uWare noted by Moore <(Navan
Library? Notes on Athboy, unpublished). Ona is said to be
built into tha craeamary wall, on tha site of ARthboy Lodga,
and to ba plastered cvaer. Thae other is said to have dDean neaear
Plunxat's shop in a basamant Wwhich is now closed up.

"?. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. Stona axe. From "vicimity of Athbov". Private possession.

2. Bronze flat axehead of Harbison's Ballyvalley tvpe. -From
Athdoy, Co, Meath. British Miseum, London: W. G. 1334,
{Harbison !SES, 33: MNo. 822). \

3. Bronza sockKketed axehead. From Athboy, Co. Maath. British
Museum, London: W. G. 1371. (Evans 1881, 149! Fig. 172).

4. Bronze club-haadaed stick pin. From Athboey, Co. Maath,
Septamber 1838. Roval Ontario Musaeum, Toronto! Sturge <(ex
Bateman Collection) 918.33.81 (Pryver 1278, 7E! No, 30>,

ARCHAEDLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

The Problams

The basic importanca of Athboy for archaeological
research is that it is a good example of a small marxaet toun.
Larger towns, such as Droghaeda and QDublin, have bean the
subjact of datailed archasological and historical research
but little is KXnown of thae smaller more typical touwns. It is
an early example of an Anglo-Norman town and its location
appears to have baan del iberately chosan although it is not
Known why. Accordingly the initial years of its grouwth during
the late tuelfth and thirteenth centuries are particularly
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important, The ford was clearly the feature which gava the
town its importance vet nothing is Known of the form, date or
size of the first bridge and its succaessors.

The straet pattarn has probably remained intact since
the Middle Agas but the nature of thae road surface at varjious
periods is not Known. Indeed streats should be examinaed if at
all possible because thay also parmit the results of
axcavations on ona sida of a street to be linked wuwith thosea
on thae other. This enables the reconstruction of aentire
straeetscapas in the mannar which has proved so succassful at
Novgorod,

Nocthing is Known of tha form or size of pre-seventeenth
cantury housing in the touwn. It is important +to Knou uwhat
sort of buildings the madieval inhabitants of Athboy lived in
and hou thase changed through time. It is only when houses
have bean found that assaeassments can bae made of the impact of
native Irish, British and continental building techniques on
Athboy's craftsman, A graat deal! of information about changas
in building methods and fashions can also be derived from
stratified sites in which the remains of successive housas
araea prasarvad,

The course of tha town defences outlinaed above needs to
be chaeckaed by excavation to determine uhathar it is correct
er not, and much remains to be discovered about the periods
of construction, tha variations in building, the forms of
miral towars and gatehousas, and tha axtent of the toun
fossa.

It is wunlikely that <the opportunity will arise to
excavata on the sita of tha mediaeaval parish church of St.
James' but it is worthuhilae recalling that our Knouledge of
tha form, size and character of this church is confined +to
its wast touwar.

There is an almost total lack of information on tha
nature of the Carmalite ¥Friary and evean its location is
uncaertain. The architactural features and axtent ara only one
aspect of tha archaeology of raeligous houses, houever, and
the excavation of a medieval cematery, such as that conductaed
at York, can provide otheruise unobtainable evidance about
health, digsease, diet, and mortality rates.

The extant of sattlemant outside the walls in Connaught
and Louaer Bridge Streets is unknouwn and the contrast betuaan
buildings thera and those within the wall is also unknown at
any period prior to 1700.

Tha 9roup of stray finds indicate that the site uas a
focus for human activity in prehistoric times and an
important archaeological problam is the determination of
exactly uwuhat forms this activity took and its date.
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Archaaeological Potential

Archasology doas not consist solaely of axcavation nor
doas it stop at ground levael. The archaeological evidence for
Athboy 's past comprises all the physical remains of man's
activitias on the site of the town, from its first occupation
to tha presant day. The surviving street pattern, propaerty
boundaries and standing buildings constitute the uppermost
lavals of the archasological stratigraphy, and all are
relevant +to the study of the toun's past. Jocumentary
evidence also plays a role in reconstructing the history of
aarly Athboy, but for the wide range of human activity
omittad from the uWritten accounts and for the early periods
. without documentation archaeology is our only source of
information. Thae aevidence of archaeology and topography, of
architacture and of documents, is complemantary’ each gains
from the existence of +thae others and the unrecorded
destruction of one form of evidaence not only removes part of
a touwn's archivae but also diminishes the usefullness of those
which are presarvad.

The survey of its archaeology indicates that tha site of
the town has been thae scene of human activity in Prehistoric,
Early Historic and Madieval timas. Both documentary sources
and tha Xnouwn archaeological remains indicate that the toun
Wwas occupied continuously from thae thirteenth century into
the post-madieval period. Most of the town wall, gatehousaes,
mural towars and thae principal medieval buildings ware
demol ished prior to 180@. The only remains which survive
above ground are thae touwers of St. Jamas' parish church and a
straetch of the toun wall including a mural touwar, Howevar,
although the destructiomn of buildings abowve ground has bean
almost total, +the street pattern of the mediaval and
Ppost-madieval town is largely intact. Archacological deposits
are likaely to exist over most of the area of the toun and
accordingly thaere is the likelihood of recovering house
foundations, refuse pits., industrial areas, and uworkshops.

ARCHAEDLOGY, PLANNING AND DEVELDPMENT

1t is evidaent from the foregoing that archacology is an
important means of learning about Athboy's past and of
understanding the character and detailed form of tha toun
today. This is more than an academic pursuit, howasver,
because without an appraciation of tha factors which hava
shapad Athboy 's present character., steps taken +to conserve
that character wWwill pot be wholly effective, or uorse,
features basic to its unique idantity may be unuittingly
destroyved.

The protection of buried archaeological avidance presents
sar ious problams for not only is thare +the prassure of
redevelopmant and the high valuea of urban properties with
which <to0 contaend, but the sites thamselvas are often
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difficult tec define or evaluate) thair full archagological
potential may only become apparent when an axcavaticn is
undaertaken in advancae of developmant or by observations makKae
Wwhile development is in progress. No structure enjoyvs
statutory protection as a schaeduled National Monumant and
because of the difficulties of scheduling urban proparties.
sites within Athboy are unlikely to be given this protaection.
It is crucial, therefore, that a concaerted affort should be
made to safeguard its archaeclogical heritage and that
adequate provision is made for investigation in advance of
any redaevelopmant. This is baest achieved by use of planning
constraints and by conditions attached to planning consents.

Area of Hrchaoologiqal Potential

The shaded portion of thae accompanying map (Fig. 2>
delimits the area of archaeological potential within modern
Athboy. In the absence of archaeclogical! excavations little
can ba said of the extent and depth of archaesclegical
deposits. Davalopmant in recent timas at the Kirwan Hotel and
Mclllhennys on Main Street have probably removed soma
archaeclogical daeposits but elsaewhare tharae is little
evidance for modarn disturbance. Accordingly, archasclegical
deposits are likely to axist over the area of the wallad
town, and in Conmnaught Streaet., This area is shaded pinKk on
Fig. 2 and the extant has bean continued outsida the walls
slightly in ordaer to allow for a possibla fosse. An area is
dal imitad on the east side of the Athboy river whare the
Carmalite friary may have bean sited and whaere tha presenca
of a pattern of long burgage plots sugoaests a potential
suburb (?savaenteenth century?>. An alternative site Ffor the
friary ., according to local informants, is thae housa Known as
Danes Court, south of the town. Any daevaelopment within this
area should also ba monitored. Finally the wvicinity of St.
James' waell may alsec contaim potantial archaaeclocgical data.
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coLP

Colp is situated near the coasgt in the low lying
countryside of east Meath about S5 Kilometres south of
Drogheda. The site of the formar borough is now occupled by a
small scatter of houses groupaed around the parish church. Thea
Placanama is derived from Colpa., one of legendary brothers of
Heremon, the Milesian chief who was drowned in the Boyne. The
Boyne aestuary was Known in early timeas as Inbhar Colptha and
the mound near the parish church is said to¢ be his burial
Place.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Hugh de Lacy founded a monastery for Augustinian Canons
here c.1182 and made it a call of Llanthony Prima in
Monmouthshire (Guynn and Hadcock 1970, 168), and a certain
amount of information about the medieval settlamant survives
in the Llanthony cartularies (BrookKs 13933). It was dedicated
to St. Columba and this together uith the surviving remains
of a high cross suggests that it was already a church site in
Pre-Norman timas. The foundation data of the borough is not
Known nor is its founder, and the fact that there was a manor
of Colp, owned by the Belaejambe family in tha thirteenth
cantury, suggasts that jts founders naed not have been tha
Augustinians (BrookKs 1933, xxvi, 118). The borough is first
raeferred to in tha extent of Colp in 1408 (Brooks 19%3, 181>.
Aftaear tha Dissolution of the Monastaries tha site was granted
to the Draycott family. The castle was captured during <the
rebellion of 1841 and raecaptured the following vyear by the
governmant forces under Lord Moore. By the time of the Civil
Survey (1834-36» the settlemaent had decaved to ona hcuse and
a numbar of cabins (Simington 194®, 4).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. CASTLE AND EARTHLIGRKS
2., ST. COLOMBA'S CHURCH AND AUGUSTINIAN CELL

1. CASTLE AND EARTHWORKS

The site of a castle Known to hava besen captured during
the rebellion of 1641-2, was pointaed out to O'Donovan in 1836
(0.S. Lettars, 128). Sir Henry Tichburne writing of the
incident shortly after 1642 describes it as "an old touer®,
and it was still habitable in 1654 (Laters 1965, 262). It lay
to the north of the church. Nothing is Known of its form but
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thae description of it as a touer suggests that it was a touer
house, a suggastion also supported by the mantion of a2 narrow
stair there by Baernard (1842, 83,

Within the same field are a small motte and a saries of
earthuorks , probably representing the remains of the borcugh.
The motte is a raised flat-topped platform with a diameter of
32.4 m, and similar in form to that at Dunshaughlin. It has
an aextarnal ditch, about 7 m wide, on the west, north and
part of the east sidas. Its height varies from 4 m on tha
north side to 2 m on tha south. It may well have bean the
centra for the Balejambe manor.

Tha aearthuorkKs consist of a series of low mounds flanKing
two intersecting sunken wayvs, one running north-south into
thae naext field on the south-west, and +tha other running
feast-wast at right angles to this. In tha area pointed out as
the castle site is a notable concentration of ridges.

2. ST. COLOMBA'S CHURCH AMND AUGUSTINIAN CELL.

This Augustinian house was astablished by Hugh da Lacy
€.1182 (Guynn and Hadcock 13978, 1868). Throughout +the Middle
Ages it maintainaed tha status of a grange rather than a
monastary ., insisting that it was marely a cell of Llanthony
Prima, its mother housa in Liales. Its possessions wuware
substantial but the axtent of 1488 suggaests that it
functioned mainly as a farming cantra (Brooks 1893, 178¥F€).
Tha Llanthony cartularias contain surprisingly littla
topographical information about Colp but they suggaest that
the monastic buildings waere located to the north-east of the
church (Brooks 19%3, 142>, A charter of c¢.1206, in which
Ranulph Wytaerhell grantad four acraes to tha monastery in
ordaer that tha cematery might be aextended, contains tha
additional information that a causeday and parson's housa
ware nearby (Brooks 19353, 112-3). The monastic buildings may
have aextanded socuth of the road, because it is otherwise
difficult to explain the traditional site pointed out to
Q0'Donovan in 1836 and subsequently marked on 0.5. maps. In
1999 the dissolved monastery was granted to Manry Dravcott,
whan the grant refers to "a great stone house., the lands of
Colpe., alias the Grange of Colpa" (Morrin 1861, 419). Tha
church appears to have sufferrad in the rebaellion of 1641 and
forty yvears later it was still unrepaired (Ellison 1371, 349).
Archdall (1786, > noted that

“the walls of a church are still toc be sean hare, tha
archeas of which are both in the Saxon and Gothic styvles.,
and the east window appears much older <thanm <the other
Parts of the building and made as M@ suppose a part of
the abbeyv! on the north side is a small chapel, and to
the south are two chapaels, one of which is at prasent
the burial place of the family of Ballau".




-33-

Lass than eighty vears latar all trace of this building had
vanished <(Cogan 1862, 17?-8). The presant church Was
censtructed in 18@9.

The possibla indications of an Early Christian church
site consist of a curving field boundary delimiting a disused
roaduway south of the church, and a tha dacorated <cross-haead
of a high cross.

Monumants

Cross., Early Christtian (Pl. 3).

Racently found in the gravevard and nouw placed inside tha
church porch. Small ringed unpiarced cross lacKing 1t's upper
arm. One face has a crucifixion with the sponge and lance
baarar above a Palta design. The other has gaomeatric designs
with what is possibly a small figure in the centra.

Cross Base. Date uncartain.
Large ractangular granite base in the south-east end of the
gravevard. The upper half of the stone is damaged and the
mortice is now very shallow.
Dims: H.32 W.7?2 D.E@ cm.

Mortice 29 by 135 cm.

ARCHAECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Colp is an example of a deserted borough. Thare is little
evidence of disturbance and it ts !l ikKely that archaeological
deposits are intact ocver a large areaa of the sitae. It is
located beside an Early Christian church site and this
suggasts that evidence may survive regarding the nature of
its transition from monastery to borough. The period of its
desertion is not Known and from the historical evidence it is
likaly that the thirteenth and fourteenth canturies are the
ones baest repraesented in the archaeological record.

Knowladge of the nature of the settlament in madieval
times 1is scant. Was 1t merely a rural borough or did it have
genuina urban functions? Nothing is Known about domastic
duallings, streat pattern., defences, or of the settleamant's
extant., Nonathelass the archaeological data indicates that
the borough has bgen the scena of human activity in Early
Historic and Madiaval times and iIin the future archaeclogical
excavation is likKaly to be the principal means by which
additional Knowlaedge is obtained. The borough is not under
direct threat from developmant at present but its proximity
to Drogheda means that it will come undar increasing pPressurae
from devalopmant as a dormitory toun.

Area of Archaeoclogical Potential
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The shaded portion of the accompanying map (Fig. 3
delimits the area of archaeological potential within modern
Colp. This is basad on tha axtant monumants on the north side
of the borough and on the site of the ARAugustinian grangae

identifed by the Ordnance Survey filelduorkKaers in the
ninateanth cantury. In the absaencae of archaaeological
axcavations nothing can bae said depth of archasological
deposits. :

PRNTP
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ORUMCONDRA

This borough is located in undulating drumlin country in
north Meath, miduway baetuween Nobbar and Ardee. Tha praesaent
village sits astrida a short main streaet, running north-uast
south-east., It lies in a patch of low ground dominated toc the
north by a large drumlin rising to 200 feaet with a wall
preservad motte atop it. South of the street, on a gentler
rise is thae sita of the old parish church, dedicataed to SS,.
Petar & Paul. The Garra river, a tributary of the Dee, runs
through the west end of the village and than swings north and
eagt to ancircle the drumlin on which the motte was built.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUMND

The larga motte indicates that Drumcondra was settlad
early in thae Anglo-Norman invasion of Maath and Graham ¢ 1974,
43-4) has suggested that it was established as a stratesic
stronghold to protaect the northarn border of Maath. There is
no evidenca to support Graham's (1974, -34) statament that the
borough uWas astablished before 1241 by Walter de Lacy. Tha
ear]liest evidance for the existence of tha borough comas from
an early fourteenth cantury document in the Doudall! Daeds
(McNaill and Otway-Ruthven 1968, Ne., 31). Howavar, the
sattleament was a bordar one becavsae it was on the edge of the
Pale. In 1412, Thomas Flaming., Baron of Slane, had a licance
for a Wweekly market and an annual fair here <(Cogan 1867,
294). By the seventaanth cantury, however, the settlemant had
almost complately daeclined and the Civil Survey, of 16%4-6,
racords the manor of Drumcondra -as having tuo waste castlaes
and a church (Simington 1948, 36%5).

ARCHAECLOGICAL "INVENTORY

1. MOTTE AND BAILEY

2. PARISH CHURCH OF SS. PETER & PAUL
3. MOUND :

4. MISCELLANEQUS

1. MOTTE AND BAILEY

MNothing is Known of thae history or ownership of this
motta. It is almost completely overgroun and has not baen
survayed. Tha bailey is rectangular and is 1located on tha
east side of the motte which is surrounded by a ditch.

2. PARISH CHURCH OF SS. PETER & PAUL

Sited within a rectangular churchyard on a low Knoll to
the south-wast of the village. The sarliast referenca to ths
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church is in 13688 whan Nicholas Fleming was ractor (MchNaill
and Qtway~Ruthven 1961, no. 3@06). Bishop Dopping., in his
visitation of 1682 refers to it as being in a state of ruin
since 1841 (Ellison 1973, %),

The simpla cross-slab in the graveyvard suggests that this
may be a Pra-Norman church sita. Indaad, tha presant
dadication may wall be a replacement bacause Cogan (1867,
299) notes that there was a wall dadicated tc St. Colmcille
naarby.

Monuments

Font A

Square sandstone font on thae right of the door of tha St,
Pategr's fC of 1), [t has four wide and four narrow sides and
the lowar adgaes of the panals are chamfered itnuwards. Circular
basin with a central drainage hole and holaes for fastaning a
11d. Tuo opposing corners havae projecting lips possibly as a
stand for cruaets.

Dims: H. 372 Ext, diam. 3587 Int. dtam. 47! Depth of basin 27

Roa 1968, 114

Cross-slab

Rough sandstone block used as a grava markKer about 1 m
south-east of the church. Tha base is buried and portion of
ona long sida has been Knocked away. Ringad cross cut deaply
into the stone leaving the quadrants raisaed.

Oims! Exposed L 587 W 327 T 12 cm.

The gravayard is much ovaergrown and furthar slabs may rat
comae to light.

3. MOUND

Large motta-like mound on tha south side of tha village
bahind the church site in low-l¥ing ground. It lacks evidence
for a bailay or surrounding ditch.

4. MISCELLANEQUS

Font B

Tub-~-shapaed 1imestona font in the grounds of the R.C. church.
Circular basin with four corner lugs, and a central drainagae
hole. This may be the font recorded by Cogan (1867, 114) as
crnamanting a mound in the rector's damasnae.

Holy Waell.
Cogan (1867, 294) refers toc a holy wall near +the village
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dadicatad to St. Columbcillae (1887, 294). Thaerae is a coverad
Wwall at the wast end of tha village oPposite the modern R.C.
church but it is not clear if this is the same as that
mantionaed by Cogan,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

The layout of the present village with its broad Main
Streaet, lixke that of Nobbaer, suggests that its prasant plan
i$ of aighteanth century datea and probaably the rasult of
landlord interest. It is clear from the doecumantary angd
archaaclogical data, however, that there was a borough here
during the Middle Ages. Knowlaedge of this borough and of its
extent is extremely ! imited. It may have been located beside
an Early Christian church sitae but even this is neot cartain.,
Tha pericd of its desartion is unknown and from the
historical avidence it is likaly <that the <thirteenth and
fourteanth centuries are likely to bae the ohes bast
represented in the archaeological record. The construction of
tha presaent village may have destroyved some pre-existing
archaaeclogical daeposits but in the absence of aexcavation
thera is ne information on the depth or nature of deposits.

Knowladge of the sattlement in medisgval times is scant.
Was it merely a rural borough or did it have ganuine wurban
functions? Nothing is Knoun about domestic duwellings, straeaet
rpattern, defences., or of the sattlament's extant. Nonathelass
the archaaclogical data indicates that the borough has baen
the scene of human activity in Early Historic and Madieval
times and in thae future archaeological axcavatien is likaly
to be the principal maans by which additional Knowledge is
ocbtained.

Rrea of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of +tha accompany ing map (Fig. 7
delimits the arga of archaeclogical potential within modarn
Drumcondra., This is based on the eaextant monumants on the
north and south of the village and on tha built=-up area of
tha villaga itsalf,
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OULEEK

The toun is situated to tha north of the river Nanny in
the rolling countryside of east Maath. Main Street follous
the course of a ridge that runs parallel to tha rivar in a
north-gast south-uest diraection. Tha highest point is
occupied by St. Cianan's church <(C of 1> uwhich lias
off-centrea within a large squat-oval-shaped area that Suwan
(1973) has identifiad as the outline of a pre-norman monastic
enclosure. There is no evidanca for prehistoric activity
Wwithin the touwn but a numbar of Early Bronze Agae burials dere
discoverad at Kaeencge, immadiately outsida to the south-uwast.
The garliast sattlemant evidence is of Early Christian date
and is attested by both tha surviving ramains and the
documentary sourcas. The placenama is derivaed from Damh 1liac.
stone building (i.a. church), a structure traditionally
regarded as the first stona church built in Iraeland.

HISTOR ICAL BACKGROUND

The name Damliac Cilanain +first occurs {n the Vita
Trirartita (uritten 895-901) but it i3 evidant from the use
of the expression domum aepiscopi Cennani, id ast lapidum by
Tireachan, who was writing an account of St. Patrick c¢.700,
that the nama wuwas iIn use almost +two canturies befora
(Mulchrone (939, 64: Stokes 1887, 318), Nothing is Knoun of
Ciaman himself and the date of his death (4., 488 Ann. Tig.)
is about sevaenty years bafora the pariod wWwhan the annals
begin to become contamprary. Indead it is quite possibly a
calculation made by a chronicler at a much later stage
dasigned to indicate <that SS. Patrick and Cianan uWwere
contamporaries. The historicity of Cianan is open to
question., The similarity of his nama wuwith that of the
Cianachta, tha peoplae who ware saettled in the area, suggests
that |ike Brigit he may havae baeen a Christianisad. form of
tribal ancestor daity (sae Kaenny 1928, 337-8). Abbots of
Duleek {(coarbs of Cianan) are recorded in AY and AFM from 783
to 1098, and vprior +to the tuwelfth century, bishops are
mantionad in the yaears 783, 872, 885, 987, 928, and 929, Tha
monastery wWas o0f sufficient size and importanca to be
plundaerad on a number of occasions betuwean the ninth and
tualfth centuries! by Noerse in 831 (AU), 888 (ALY, 1823 (AFM)
and 1837 (AFM), by Irish in 10828 (AU}, by lrish and MNorse |in
1149 (AFM), In addition it is Knoun that the monastery was
burnt in 1038 (AFM), 1123 (AU) and 1169 (AFM). In 1814 the
saettlament was a resting-stop for the bodies of Brian Boru
and his son on their formal route to burial at Armagh., At tha
Synod of Rathbreasail in 111] Duleek was named as the centra
of a bishopric but in the same vear a Msath synod, hald at
Uisneach, dropped Duleek in favour of Clonard as the see of
fast Maath. Duleek was still regarded as a suffragan of the
archbishop of Armagh at the Synod of Kells in 11352 although
it does not appear to have bean repreasented by a bishop at
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the synod. About 1174 Duleek was marged with Clonard,
Ardbraccan, Kaells, Slane, and Trim to form <the diocese of
Maath which enduras to the presant,

The annalistic entries and notices of Duleek as a
diocesan see indicate that +the settlement must have besn
regarded as an important one by the tuwalfth century. An antry
of 11283 (AFM> records an attack by the Gailanga on Murchad O
Maelsechlainn, King of Tara, at Duleek in which aighty houses
were burnt. Even allowing for exaggaration on tha annalist's
part thig entry taxken together With the Known remains would
suggast that Duleek was a sizeable nucleated settlamant
during the tualfth century and perhaps slightly before. An
Augustinian priory, dadicated to St. Mary, was founded at
Duleek prior to tha coming of the Normans (Guynn and Hadcock
197@, 173> but its eaexact location remains unclear. Scm
writars, including Leask (1233) hava identifiaed it with the
Parish church of St. Cianan but Brooks ¢ 13933b, 142> has
hinted that it may be in tha townland of St. Mary's Abbay
soma three miles south-east of the touwn. Certainly, thare is
no factual basis for identifying it Wwith any site in Duleex.
This abbey continuaed in use until the Reformation whan it uwas
dissolved (see Whitae 1941, 317-8),.

In 1171 DuleekK was attacked and burnad by Angloc-=-Normans
under Miles da Cogan and an earthen motte wuould appear teo
hava bean constructed soon after. This uwas burnt in 1173 but
it was subsequently repaired and it baecama the centra of a
manor belonging to Hugh de Lacy. A granga of the Augustinian
house of Llanthony Secunda <(Gloucestershire), dedicataed to
St. Michaal, was established by de Lacy ¢.1180 and the
thirteenth and fourteenth century descriptions (Brooks 1933a.,
213, 292> make it clear that it stood on tha south-wast of
the towun betwaen the river Nanny and tha main road. The
grange survived until the Dissolution of the Monasteries in
1341 whaen it was granted to Sir Gerald Moora.

The borough of Dulgek may have beaen establishad by Hugh
de Lacy but its earliqest charter appaars to be from his son
Waltaer {Morrissaey 19839, 822-31>. A hospital or leaper house
dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen was present Ffrom tha gqarly
years of the thirteaenth certury (Brooxs 1933a, 213>, An
annual fair was granted to Duleek iIn 12B4 (Sweatman 1B
. Tha town is only rafarred toc incidentally during tha later
Middle Ages and it is difficult to determine uwhather the
Raformation brought changaes or not. In 1998 tt is listad as
one of tha marxket touns of Meath, together with Kaells, Trim,
Athboy, Navan and Droghada (Hegan 1898, 91>. In 1694 the
Civil Survaey raecords the presence of 5! houses, St. Kenan's
church, a priory, a stone housae called the "colledge", a mill
and tuWe stone bridges (Simington 194@, 168). With the
increasing developmant of better communications in <the late
seveanteenth and eighteanth canturies Droghada bagan tc take
over the <toun's markKet functions and Duleek Ffell inte
declina.
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ARCHAEOLOG ICAL INVENTORY

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

2. BRIOGES

3. MOTTE

4. TOWN DEFENCES

3. EARLY CHRISTIAN MONASTIC ENCLOSURE
€. ST. CIANAN'S CHURCH

7. ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH

8. ST. CARBAN'S CHAPEL

9. AUGUSTINIAN GRANGE OF ST. MICHAEL
18. HOSPITAL OF ST.MARY MAGDALEN

11. ARCHAEOLDGICAL EXCAVATIONS

12, MISCELLANEOUS FEARTURES

13. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN (Fig. 9’

The borough was aligned along the present Main Street,
which is genarally described in medieval documents as the via
regia. Le MarkKetstrat is mentioned in a thirteenth caentury
deed (McMeill and ODtuway-Ruthven 1968, No. 237) and was
evidently a north-south running street parhaps to be
idantified with the lower part of Larrix Street. Both Main
Street and Larrix Street delimit the Early Christian monastic
enclosure and their ocrigin may wall be pre-Norman. Tha narrocu
streets criss-crossing the monastic enclosure are little more
than lanes and their date s unclaar.

2. BRIDGES

Duleak had an added significance as a crossing point of
the Nanny, a locatiocnal advantage daemonstrated by its choice
as the retreat route after the battle of the Bovne. Although
the Nanny is now little mora than a stream it is evident from
madieval and later documants that much of the land on both
sidas was boggy and liable to flooding. The Civil Survey of
1654-6 refers to the existence of two bridges but there is
only one at present. The aearliest direct referance to a
bridge is 138! when tha bridge of St. Mary Magdalen is
rafarred toc (BrookKs 19353a, 308). This would appear to ba on
the same site as the present two-arched bridga wuwhich wuwas
eracted Iin 1387. On the bridge are tuwo rectangular 1imestcone
Plaques (Pl. 11b) now camented with ocne above tha other but
it is evident from their proportions that thaey uwaeare sat
differently originally. The larger plaque displays the arms
cf Bathe and Dowdall within a wraath, flanked by thae latters
W.B. [William Bathal and !.D. [Jenet Doudalll, and with an
IHS above thae arms. The inscription is in Roman letters!

THIS BRIDGE WITH THE CAVSIES WERE REPAIRED AND BVILDED
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BI WILLIAM BATHE OF ATHCARNE IVYSTICE AND IENNET DOWDALL
H1S WIFE IN THE YEARRE OF OVR LORD GOD 1387 WHOSE SOVLES
GOD TAKE TO HIS MERCY AMEN '

The location of the second bridge mentioned in the Civil
Survaey i3 not caertain but immediately south of the
Augustinian grange are shallows which are pointed out locally
as the site of a bridge.

3.MOTTE

Ouleerk was the cantre of an important manor @stabl ishad
by Hugh de Lacy, which passed after 1244 to the de Verdun
family and, on thae division of tha lands of Theobald de
Verdun in 1332, to Bartholomew de Burghaersch from whom it had
Passed by 1372 to the Flemings of Slane (Otway-Ruthven 1968,
417, 423). The earliest raferaenca to the castle is in 1173
whan it Wwas rebuilt aftar baing burnt by tha Irish <(Orpan
1911-28, ii, ?8). In 1783 a drawing of tha motte was made by
the antiquary, Austin Cospar, who notad that it was on the
north side of tha town and was tha in the procass of baing
removed for graval (Price 1942, 33-4), Thera is now no trace
of tha motte and its exact site has been a matter of soma
"discussion. Orpen (1907, 234) placaed it near the Nanny while
Simms (1979, 161> placad it on the south-gast sida of Main
Street. Maither of these suggasted locations is liKkaely to be
corraect, howaver, in view of Austin Cooper's remarkK that it
Was sited on the north of the town. The most likely situation
is immediately @aast of the stream running into thae Nanny from
the north, a spot Known locally as "tha moat" (Synnott 1980,
18). Excavations on the site by Mr, Kieran Campbell in 1981
shouwad that tha field had been quarried and subsequently
levellaed removing all trace of the motte. A handful of
medieval pottery sherds ware presant.

4. TOWN DEFENCES

In 1398 Duleek and Mavan wWwere listed together as the
unwallaed towns cof Masath (Hogan 1878, 91), Howaver, whila it
may not have been anclosed by a stone wall referances teo
earthen banks in thae extent of the Augustinian grange in 1381
suggest that it may have bean defaended by earthworks (sea
Brooks 19%3a, 298>,

3. EARLY CHRISTIAN MONASTIC ENCLOSURE

The outline of this enclosure is preserved in the street
pattern, which forms a large squat-oval-shaped area. This is
dalimited on tha south and south-east by Main Street, on the
north by Larrix Streat, and along the north-uest by a disused
lane and field boundary:! it measuras approximately 330 m
gast-west and 309 m north-south, an area of about 19 acres (6
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hectaraes). At laast three churches are Knosuan to have stood
Wwithin the enclosurae in Early Christian timas?: St. Cianan's,
St. Patrick's and St. Carban's.

&. ST. CIANAN'S PARISH CHURCH
(Figs. t@-12, 34; Pls. 6-8, l0@b)

Tha prasance of two Early Christian high crosses, the
traces of a round tower, and the early graveslab and
Romanesque fragment indicate that this is almost cartainly
the site of <the pre-Norman monastic church dedicataed +to
Cianan, and prasumably of thae original damh llac. Tha aextant
of the Augustinian grange in 1281 further mantions <that the
tomb of Cianan himsalf lay at the north 3ide of tha chancal
(Brooks 1933a, 293). After the coming of the Normans the
church was granted by Hugh da Lacy to the Augustinians of
Llanthony Secunda and the parish was administered by <them
until the Reformation.

Nothing is Known of thae form of the pra-Norman buildings
but it is evident from the surviving Romanesque fragmant that
"the church was rebuilt in tha twelth century, prior to tha
coming of the Mormans. The medieval church consisted of a
chancel and aisled mave of which only thae wuwest tower and
south aisle survive. The ramains have baeen studied in detail
by Leask (1933) who assigned portions of the nave wall to
thae thirteenth century’ the arcade was inserted and the south
aisle added in the fourteenth, the tower was built in the
fifteanth, and’ the east window of the south aisle wsas
constructed in 1987 (Fig. 18).

Description

The south wall of the aislae contains two Wwindow openings
sPannad by rough pointed archas but lackKking either mullions
or tracery’! a third window, of uncartain date, is blocKed up.
Thae south doorway has a rough sami-circular arch. The
three-light east window is an insertion of 1587 as is aevident
from a tablaet (Pl. 1@a) undernsath the window baaring the
Bellaew and Nugant arms with tha following inscription:

THIS WINDCOW WAS, MADE BY SIRR JOHNE” BELLEWE KNIGHT AND/
DAME ISMAY NUGENT. HIS WIFE IN THE YEAR OF., OVRE LORD
1387,

The wast wall is missing except +for the foundations. Tha
north wall, linking with the nave, contains an arcade of four
pointed arches. These are formed of ¢thin slates and arae
evidantly insertions into a larger arcade. Tha corbels of the
nave roof are present in the wall above and on the aast side
of the esasternmost archuway i{s the basal part of a spiral
stairs which may have lad to the rood loft. Internally the
alsle Is 21.83 m long and 5.8%5 m wide.
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Tha touar is of rectangular plan maasuring about 8.1 m
nrorth-south and 7.8 m east-west with a projecting turret at
the south-west cornaer., The highest point of the battlamants
is 23 m abovae ground laval at the end of tha nave. The wualls
are about 2 m thick at tha base and have a strongly marxed
batter. Accass to the uppar floors is provided by a spiral
staircase in the south-west corner of the tower. The touwar
arch communicates directly with the nave and has a blunt
Pointad vault, In the west wall beneath it are thae ramains of
an insartaed window of four lights similar to the sixteenth
century east window of +tha south aisle. Abovae the towar
vault, on the east side, is the stone flashing course of tha
nava roof and a small dooruway which would have originally lad
into the roof space above the nava. Opposite this doorway., in
the Wast wall, is a  fragmantary inserted twin-light
ogeaea-heaadaed window with a hood moulding of 13th-l6th cantury
charactar’; baneath it is a shield bearing a worn chequer
Ppattern, At this laval in . the north-wast angle of the
projecting turret 1s a small carved head, facing both north
and uwast, daecorated with incised lines on tha face (Pl, 6b).
A similar axample axists at Athlumney church, near Navan. Tha
balfry windows ware transomed twin-lights on the east and
south sides’ the westaern window would appear to have bean
similar but it has lost its mullions and heads. Thae north

_ Window is a single light. Abovae the main rooft laeavel thae

cornars arae carried up as turrets, tha largast and highast
being that above the staircase at the south-waest. The turraets
are linked by thin parapet walls which, except on part of the
wast side, have lost their steppad battlemants.

On the extaerior of thae +tower's north face is a tall
alongated racess of roughly semi-circular plan which tapers
in width to a point 14.3 m above the lavel of the nave. Leask
(1933> and Barrow (1978, 169-70) both suggest that this is
the remains of a formar round tower about 5.5 m across which
was in existaeance whan the west tower was built.

Monuments

North Cross. 1@th cent (Pl. ?ay.
Camaentad into a rectangular base which has exposed dimans ions
of 33 by 48 cm and projacts at present to a maximum haeight of
? €m above the ground. The north side of the base is
decorated with two parallel bands in raelief. Cross and shaft
form a single piece of sandstone? a tenon projacts from tha
top which would have held the missing capstone. It is
ornamentad in false-relief with figuraed-scenes and interlaced
pattarns set in panels.
Wast face! Crucifixioen cantrally placed in the
cross-head with Christ restering Malchus' ear., abova.,
and saated figures with crosiaers on either sida; balow!
David and Joenathan, ?the anointing of David, Virgin and
Child’s
South face! winged quadrupad Wwith book ¢7?5t. Luxe),
wingad quadrupad ¢7?St. John), interlaced serpaent, with
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two panels of humanoid interlace below?
East facet interlace panal of seven bosses in cross haead
Wwith three interlacdd panels occupying tha shaft below,
the arms and cross-ring are also dacorated Wwith
interlace?
North face! man with bookK (St. Mathew?, Wwinged quadrupad
(?S8t. Mark), interlaced serpent with two panals of
interlaca balow.
An early tenth century data can be suggastaed on thae basis of
comparisons betwaen these scenes and thosae on the crosses at
Monastarboice.
Dims: H, 172 ! W. across arms 3972 Av. T. of shaft 39 x 23 cm.

South Cross. ¢. 10th cant (Pl. 7b).

Cross-head with solid recessed ring sat into a truncated
pyramidal base. lWast face:? crucifixion With circular
intarlaced pattarns at the intersection of the ring and arms.
The other sides are vary worn and it s net clear whather
they Were ornamantad or not.

Dims: H. 89! W. across the armg 1032 Av, T, of shaft 17 cm.
Base! H, 64 cm; basal dims. 104 x 8@ cm.

Cross-slab. Prae-Morman.

Roughly rectangular. Incisad cross With the head set Within
two concentric circlas. max., L., 133 cm., max. W. 33 cm. T. &0
cm.

Romanesqua corbael. 12th caent.
Under +towaer arch, Face maskKk uwith hair terminating in
interlaced bands. max. dims. 42x23x18 cm.

Preston-Plunkett tomb, ¢.1450-15@0 (Pl. 8a).

Tomd chaest surrounds in south aisle. North side! s$ix ogae
headed nichas with florjiated heads displaving five <coats of
armé including Preston ard PlunkKkett, Praeaston and Bellauw, St.
Lawrence and Belleuw, and the Arms of thae Passion. South sidae:?
similar to north but with the Bermingham and FitzGerald arms.
East end! four ogee-headed nichaes depicting a Crucifixion
between Our Lady and St. Jokn:; St. Michaal with shiald and
dragon below. West end: similar to east but showing a mitred
bishop (?St. Patrick), St. Catherine. an archbishop (7St.
Thomas Beckaet), and St., Petaer. Hunt (1974, 204-35) comparas
this tomb chest to those at Dunsany, Rathmore and Houwth and
it is evident that it balongs to the Pale group of sculptures
(¢f Hunt 1974, 114-3),

Gargovlae. 1339 :

Undernaath the tower. Limastona. DOecorated with the upper
part of a human head. The aevaes, ears and nose ara presant but
the mouth uwas Part of a separate pilacea., The date {3 inscribed
in reljef. L. 1122 W, at haad 237 depth of channal! 6.3 cm.
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Cusack Tomb. 1688 (Pl. 8b).

Rectangular sandstone slab with represantation of a mitred
bishop on tuwo faces. Traditionally identified as the tomb of
Dr. CusacKk, Catholic bishop of Meath (1678-88).

L 232 W 113 T 13 cm.

John Ballew 1692.

Slate slab with a wWweathared inscription and a worn coat of
arms ., prasumably Bellew, set on top of thaea 19th cantury
Praston-Plunkett tomb chest. Incisad inscription in Roman
capitals!

THIS TOMBE HATH BEEN REPAIRED AND/ THE VAVLT MADE BY
DAME MARY BERMINGHAM. OF DVNFERTH WIFE TO JOHN LORD
BELLEW/ WHOE WAS SHOT IN THE BELLY IN OVGHRIM FIGHT THE
FIRST OF JvLY 1688!. AS SOONE/ AS HE FOVND HIMSELF ABLE
TO VNDERTAKE A IVRNEY HE WENT TO HIS LAOY TO LONDON/
WHERE HE DEYED THE 12 OF IANVARY 1892/ HE WRS LAID IN A
VALT IN WESTMINSTER, ...L THE APRIL FOLLOWING, HIS CORPS
seess HER ....,
Oims: L. 139 W. 877 T. 13 cm.

7. ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH (Fig. 13: Pl., 9

Situated in a fiald north uwest of St. Clanan's parish
church. This site has baen praeviously called "St, Cianan's
church® on 0.S. maps and elsewhare but tha argumants for its
rresent identification ara set out in Bradley 1980. Tha
present building appears to occupy the sitea of an Early
Christian church which functioned in the later Middla Ages as
a chapal and is described as having its own gravayard
attached to it (Brooks 1933, 222, 292. 293).

Thaere are indications that it may have baeen sat within a
small aenclosure bacausa a s!ight drop in ground lavel is
noticeable to the north and west of the church Which appears
to be continued in the modern field boundary that runs into
Church Lane. The surviving remains consist of two sidae wWwalls
and a lowWw <cross wall suggesting <that the building was
originally rectangular. The wall on the north side survivaes
to a maximum height of 3.1 m, and that on tha south to 2.8 m
above internal ground lavel: the max. haight of the east wall
is 7@ cm. The doorway in the south wall has a simple pointed
arch, ! m wida externally splaying to 1.4 m internally. Thara
is considerable variation in thae coursing of the walls but it
is not possible to distinguish building phases. Indaed it is
likaly that much of thae stoneuwork is of relatively recent
origin. Writing in 1836, John O'Donovaan states that the
building was then in wuse as the workshop of a chandler
(Bradley 139B®, 46). Jutting out from the base of the north
and Qast walls is a line of stones which appear to form tha
foundations for a building prior to the prasent one.

Dims., Max, L. 12.937 max W. 8.3 m.
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Monuments

Inscribed slab. Pre-1208 (Fig. %%:1),
Irragularly shapaed limestone slab broken into four pieces.
Centrally placed across the stone is a lightly incised
inscription in insular half-uncials:

OR DD SCAMLA.N
The R is faint and the L has a stroKe across it. The
uncartain penultimate letter may ba an N.
Max. dims. 1ES x 83 cm,

Cross-slab (Pl, 12a). Pre-l1200.
Rectangular slab with incised Latin cross. Nouw missing.

8. ST. CARBAN'S CHAFEL

This chapel or oratory is Known only from incidental
referaencaes in tha Llanthony cartularies. It is first
mentioned in a document of ¢.1203 which describes it as baeing
situated beside the cemetery of St. Cianan's (Brooks 139%3a,
221). It may hava bean called after abbot Carban of OQuleak
who died in 734 (Bradley 1982-81, 47),.

9. AUGUSTINIAN GRANGE OF ST. MICHAEL

Foundaed as a caell of Llanthony Sacunda (Gloucestaershire)
€. 1188 by Hugh da Lacy (Guynn and Hadcock 1970, 173). It was
.maintained as a grange throughout the Middle Ages rather than
a monastery and was the cantre of a vary large estate. An
elaborate aextent, praepared in 1381, and describing tha
buildings in detail survives (Brooks 183593a, 3289+¢¢f.; cf.
Brooks 13833k, 143-3), According to this extant tha buildings
were set arocund a rectangular courtyvard. On the east sida
ware the church of St. Michael, an old ruined hall with a
straw-thatched Kitchen and dairy, and a littlae stablae
adioining’? a long room with a closet, and a room called the
*Knight's room", both roofed with tiles. Under the long room
was a cellar serving as a pantry for bread and ala, and under
the Knight's room a larder, while under the end cf the long
reom a little stable serving for tha horses of the proctor.
On the south of the court ware a bakery and brew-housae, a
little granary and a trough for pouring malt. To the uwast of
thase buildings was a stone gate. On the north uwas a sheep
Ppen and a second stone gate, while further to tha west was a
haggard in which corn and hay were stored. Regretably this
vivid description does not correspond with +the surviving
remains, but since these aprear toc be of fifteenth century
date, it may be that the internal arrangaments of the grange
Here re-organised subsaguent to 1381. Tha extant features
comprise tuc gatehousas, part of a church and a number of
earthworks.



Dascription

The WEST GATE is badly damaged and only the ground floar
plan may be determined., It would appear to hava baen of
ractangular plan with a centrally placed antrance. Tha gate
arch adjoins the vault of the chamber above and little
attempt appears to havae been made to bond thea two faeaturas.
On the south side of the vault are two doors, ona of wuwhich
has a granita lintel leading to a spiral staircase providing
access to the chambaer ovaerhesad; the other, «ith a simple
pointed arch 1 m high, opens into a small room, nou
daestroyed, probably for the gateKseper. A number of putlog
holes ara prasent in tha arch vault and the proncunced angle
at which they lie suggests that thay held the vault supports
dur ing the construction of the arch. A slot to hold the
draw-bar of the gate is present on the north side of the
archuay suggaesting that the gate itself was located at the
junction betwean the two arches. Dims: Max. L. 7.137 Max. W.
2.8 Max. H. 3.9 m.

Immadiately west of this gate is a flattaned-U-shapad
earthuork whosa function is unclear.

Inside the gate and perhaps originally connectaed uith it
ara the remains of a CHURCH or oratery of which only tha east
wall and a fragmant of thae north wall survive. The east
uindow has a pointaed arch and sufficiant tracery fragmants to
detarminae that it originally had a four-light mullionad
Wwindow wWwith switchback tracery. Thaerae is no evidence for a
division betuween nave and chancael. Max. external W. 9.4 Max.
internal W. 77 Max. surviving internal L. 11.27 Max. axternal
L. 12.8 m.

Thae EAST GATE has a gate arch and a vault similar to tha
west gsate but thae plan is different. There is no avidaence of
chambers at ground lavel but a staircase on tha north-uaest
gave access to the upper chamber, which contains a chimney
flue and fireplace in the socuth-east corner and tha jamb of a
window that opaensd to the dast. The south-uest cornar
projects at ground flcocor lavel to accomodate the chimnay
flue. Max. L. 7.2 Max. W. 3.4 m,

Immadiataly north of the gate is a projecting corner of
masonry and running waestuwards from it is a ridge indicating
thae former presence of a building.

About twenty-five matres wast of the gate are two lingar
ridgas wmhich appear to bae the raeamains of a roadway. South of
this are the foundations of a rectangular building maasuring
about 13x1@ m, The whola complex covers an area with max.
dims. of 62 m north-south by 39 m east-wast.

18. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGDALEN
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A hospital or leper house dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen
wag prasaent from the early vears of tha thirteenth cantury
(Brooks 1933a, 213). In 1423 it was in the King's hands and
in 14@9 Henry V granted the custody of "le Magdalyns" to John
Tonour (Archdall 1786, . The fiald besida the bridge is
still Knoun as the "hospital fiald"., and presumably indicates
its location.

11. MISCELLANEOUS FEATURES

Dowdall Cross. (6801 (Pl. 1la>.
Marxet Grean. Three-piacae ractangular-saectioned 1imagtone
pillar consisting of lower shaft, balt and uppar shaft, sat
in a rectangular base upon a modern plinth., It igs decorated
in relief and false relief with figure sculpture and a
haraldic shield. West face: Bathe and Doudall arms impalad
with inscription below. MNorth face?! S8 Paeter, Patrick.
Cianan’ East face! SS. Mary Magdalen, James, Thomas’! Scuth
face?! SS5. Andrew, Catherine, Staphen. The balt is a truncataed
double py¥ramid with shialds bearing tha implemants of the
Passion on each face. The uppar shaft has tuwo squat figures
on the east and west while the figures on the north and south
may represaent St. George and St. Michaael! (but sea Roe 1976,
261>, Ovarall haight 263! Av. W. of shaft 48’Av, depth 23 cm.
Inscription:
TH1S/ CROSS/ LWAS BVI/LODED BY/ IENNET DO/ WDALL WIFE- TO
WILLIAM, BATHE OF. ATHCARN/ IUSTICE OF/ HER MAIESTIS/
COVRT OF~/ COMONPLEES- FOR HIM AND/ HER ANOD 16§81/ HE
OECERCED/ THE 1% OF 0C 1899/ BVRIED IN THE/ CHVRCH OF~/
DVLEEK/ WHOSESDV/LES I PRAY.” GOD TAKE TO~ HIS MERCIE.
The cross is ona of a pair set up by Jennet Dowdall for
her husband lWilliam Bathe, the octhaer being at Annaesbrook one
mila to the south. Thae wupper shaft may have been mora
complete originally (cf. Price 1942, 33-4: Wilde 18308, 278,

Berfort Cross. 163% (P!. 4b>,
Ractangular-sectioned Latin cross of fossilifarous !imastons
with splayed aends on the arms and upper shaft. Ralief
inscription in Gothic lettering on north face!
IHS/ PRAY FOR THE SOULES OF THO/MASSINA BERFORD FIRST
WIFE/ TO BERT~ HELEME/ MOUR OF. DDWAN. STDWNE” WHO DIE~/
O THE (7 OF DEC/EMBER.” 1635.
Originally a wayside cross on the DOownstown Road <this
subsaquantly functionad as the gable cross of Ouleek Cathol ic
church before being placed in its present position, aast of
tha town, in 196%2. It was badly damaged by a local buildar in
12%8e1,
Oims: Overall haeight 145 W. across arms 73.%) W. of shaft
213 Depth 13 cm.
Mogs 1977,




Bathe-Domdall plaqua. Late 1EBth caent. (P!. 10b).
‘A plaque similar to that on the bridga. MNouw in privata
possaession.

Collega. Sita unkKnoun.
A college is raeferred to in the Civil Survey of 1634
(Simington 1940, 186).

Mills. Sitas unknoun.

A daed of c.1268 rafars to two watar mills in the <town, one
of wuhich was Known as the great mill, the othar being
associatad with tha castle (Brooks 13953a, 223)

12. ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION

Ona exzavation has been carried out on the site of tha motte
by Mr. Kiaran campbell, to whom I am indebted for the
"following information:

A saries of tranchas indicatad that tha stratigraphy was
completaly disturbed and consistad of an incoherent mixture
of sand, gravel and clay lavers. In the loose fill ware some
thirty sherds of medieval pottary, and about tuwelva of
post-maedieval date.

13. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

l. Medieval coin hoard. Found in 1853, Tha latast coin is of
Edward [ (d.1387). (See Dolley and Seaby 1968, B.4),.

2. Madieval coin hoard. Found in 1854, Tha latest coin is of
Henry ¥1 (d,1471). Saee Numismatic Chronicle 1898, 63.

ARCHAEOLOG ICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

The Problams

Thae importancae of Dulaeek for archaeological rasearch is
that it is a good example of an Early Christian monastary
which was daveloped by the Anglo-Normans into a <town. Thare
are important remains of this monastary but its extant and
layout are unknown. It must have bean substantial anough to
attract Hugh de Lacy and accordingly the initial vears of its
groWth during the late tualfth and thirteeanth centuries arae
particularly important. The ford may have besan an important
geograrhical feature in thae formationof the town but nothing




is Knoun of tha form, date or siza of the first bridgae and
its immediate successors.

The street pattarn has probably raemainaed intact since
the Middle Ages but the natura of the road surfacaea at various
periods is not Known. Indeed straets should be axamined if at
all possible because thay also parmit the raesults of
excavations on onae side of a street to ba linked Wwith thosa
on the othar. This enables thae raconstruction of antire
streatscapas in the mannaer which has provad $0 successful at
MNovgorod.

Nothing is Known of the form or size of pre-sevanteenth
century housing in the town. It is important +to0 Knod what
sort of buildings the madieval inhabitants of DuleekK lived in
and how thesae changaed through time. It is only whan housas
hava bean found that assessmaents can bae made of tha impact of
native Irish, British and continental building techniquaes on
Athboy's craftsmen. A great deal of information about changes
in building mathods and fashions can also ba daerived from
stratified sitas in which the remains of successive houses
arae presarvad,

. The course of the toun defaences is not claar and naaeds to
be chaecKed by excavation. Much ramains to ba discovaeraed about
the pariods of construction, the variations in building, the
forms of mural towars and gatehousaes, and the extent of the
town fosse.

It is wunlikaly that +the opportunity wWwill arise to
excavata on tha site of the madieval parish church of St.
Cianan's but it is worthuhile raecalling that cur Knowledge of
the form, size and charactaer of this church is limitad.

Tha layout of the Augustinian grange survivas in good
condition but despita good documantary avidance the
dascription of the site in 1381 cannot be reconcilaed with tha
standing remains. By contrast with the hospital of St., Mary
Magdalen, howaver, Knowledge of tha Augustinian house is
cons iderable. The architectural features and extent are only
one aspect of the archaeolosy of raligous houses, of coursa,
and the excavation of a maedieval cematary, such as that
conducted at YorK, can provide otheruiss uncbtajnable
evidence about haealth, disease, diet, and mortality rates.

The extent of settlament in the vicinity of the Bridge
and the hospital of St. Mary Magdalaen is unkKnown and it is
not clear whethar thaere werae axtra-mural settlements or not.

Archaaeclogical Potantial

Archaeology doaes not consist solely of axcavaticn nor
doas it stop at ground laeval. The archaeological evidence for
Duleex's past comprlses all tha physical remains of man's
activities on the site of the town, from its first occupation
to the present day. The surviving straet pattern, property
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boundar ies and standing buildings constitute the uppermest
levels of the archaeological stratigraphy, and all ara
ralevant to the study of +the touwn's past. Documentary
evidancae also plavs a role in reconstructing the history of
early Duleex, but for the wide range of human activity
omitted from thae written accounts and for the aearly periods
Wwithout documantation archaeology is our only source of
information. The evidanca of archaeclogy and topography, of
architecturae and of documents, is complamantary! aach gains
from <the existence of the others and tha unrecordad
destruction of ona form of evidance not only removes part of
a town's archive but also diminishes the usefullness of those
which are rreserved.

The survay of its archaeology indicates that tha sita of
the touwn has bean tha scena of human activity in Early
Higstoric and Medieval times. Both documaentary sources and the
XKnown archaeological remains indicate that +the toun was
occupied continuously from c.3588 AD into tha post-medieval
period. Most of the madieval fabric has been demolished and
tha only remains which survive abovae ground are parts of St.
Ciaman's parish church, St. Patrick's Church, the Augustinian
Grange, the bridge and the Dowdall Cross. Howaever, although
the destruction of buildings above ground has beean almost
total, the street pattern of the mediaval and post-madiaval
town is largely intact. Archaaclogical deposits are likely to
exist ovar most of the area of tha town and accordingly there
is the likelihood of racovering house foundations, refusa
pits, industrial areas, and workshops. ’

ARCHAEOLOGY, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

It is evident from the foragoinmg that archasology is an
important means of learning about Duleaek's past and of
undaerstanding - the character and detailed form of <the toun
today. This is more <than an academic pursuit, however,
because without an appreciation of tha factors which hava
shaped Duleek's present character, steps taken to consaervse
that character will not be wholly effective, or uworsa,
features basic to its unigqua idantity may ba unuittingly
daestroyed.

The protaection of buried archaeological avidence presents
sarious problems for not only is there tha pressure of
raedevelopmant and thae high value of urbanm properties uith
which to contaend, but the sites themselvas are oftan
difficult to define or avaluate; their full archasological
potaential may only becoma apparent uwhen an excavation is
undertaken in advance of devalopmant or by observations maka
while development is in progress. Only the remains of St.
Cianan's parish church and of St. patrick's church enjoy
statutory protection as scheduled National Monuments and
because of the difficultias of scheduling urban properties,
othar sites within Duleek are unlikely to¢ be given this

o
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protaction. It is crucial, therefore, that a concaertad aeffort
should be made to safeguard its archaeological haritage and
that adequate provision is made for investigation in advance
of any redevelopmant. This is bast achieved by use of
planning constraints and by conditions attached to planning
consents.

Areaa of Archaeological Potential

The szhaded portion of the accompanying map <(Fig., 8)
delimits the area of archaeological potantial Within
Ppresant-day DuleeK. Thae archaeoclogical excavations conducted
by Kieran Campball at Commons uncoverad disturbed
astratigraphy but tha finds indicata that archaeclogical
deposits werae presant. The development of housing estatas in
Abbtay Road and at the east end of Main Straet in raecant timas

have probably removed soma archaeoclogical deposits but
elsewhare there is littla avidence for modern disturbance.
"Accordingly, archaeological daposits are likKely to axist cver
the area of the touwn shadad pinkKk on Fig. 8.
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ODUNBDYNE

OQunboyne is situataed in the rolling countryside of south
Maath about !4 Km waest of Dublin. It is largely spread along
aithar side 0f a wide main streaet with an expansion in tha
center., The placenama is daerived from Oun Buinna, fort of the
vallow river (Cogan 1862, 188).

Historical Background

Mothing is Known of Dunboyne wuntil shortly after 1172
when it was grantad by Hugh de Lacy to William lae Petit. 1t
received a grant of a weaekly markaet in 12286 < Sweatman
1873-86, i, No. 1388). Thae rectory was bhald by tha
Augustinian canons of Mullingar and GuWynn and Hadcock ¢ 1979,
174> suggest that it may have been a cell of that housa until
about the mid-fourteenth century. There are fauw raferences of
topographical wvalua to Ounboyne in the fifteanth and
sixtaenth centuries. The Civil Survay (16%4-8) records only
one stone house and ona mill in <the town <(Simington 19409,
129>,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. MOTTE
2. PARISH CHURCH OF SS, PETER & PAUL
3. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. MOTTE

Dunboyne was the cantre of a large manor granted by Hugh
de Lacy to William le Petit., In the early fourteanth century
it passed out of tha hands of the Paetits and becama the
proparty of thae Butlar family. Although there are no specific
references to the existencae of a motte is is almost cartain
that the original manor was based arcund one. There are no
extant remains. '

2. PARISH CHURCH OF SS.PETER & PAUL (Fig. 17)

The medieval parish church sas situated on the waest sida
of the modern village. In Montgomary's visitation the chancel
of the old church was in ruins <(Cogan {882, 188-193). In 1682
the nave walls were standing but unroofed since 1641,
according to Bishop Dopping, but the chancel uwas in tolerable
repair with glazed windows, a clay floor and a slated roof




_57_

¢Ellison 1971, 38). khan Isaac Butler visited Dunboyne in tha
1748's only the chancel remained, the rest being in ruins
(Roe 1968, 47). Thaere is no sign of this chancel now and tha
only raeamains are part of an ivy-clad towar standing to the
south-west of the pPresent church.

Description

Three walls survive of a rectangular towar of four floors
Wwith battlemants abovae. The ground floor has a round barreal
vault now filled in. The first floor has a door leading to a
miral-stair and a fireplace in the south wall, and tha
ramains of an ogee-headed window in the wast wall. The
second and third floors have splaraed windows in the south and
Wwest walls uwhich are ovargrown wWith ivy externally. Dims: 8.5
x 6.9 m. Cogan (1862, 189) gives its haight as 74 faeat.

Architectural Fragments

Six decorated window fragmants supply evidence for a madieval
church on the sita. They lie in the outside south porch and
against the south wall of the church. The red sandstona
fragments (Nos. 1-5) appear to be of fifteenth or sixteenth
cantury date while the limestone mullion (No. B) is somewhat
later. :

1! Crocketad and cuspad fragment. H.398 L. 29 cm

Fragment with crockets and foliage. H.31 W.30 cm

Column base. H. 17 W, 24 cm

Gable finial. H.38 W.34 cm {

Crocketaed and cusped swindow moulding. H.33 W.33 D.24 cm
Window mullion. H.11!3 W.14 D.21 cm

0Owuaswh

Font ¢(Pl. 12b>

Limestona. Octagonal with chamfered lower panels and a

one-p ieca octagonal basa. Circular basin with a small caentral

hollow which Roa ¢ 1968, 47) considers to be an incomplatad

boring. Four panels carry an inscription in false ralief!:
S.W.” C,.E.B./ .. 1379

Dims: H., 86 Ext. Diam, 64 1Ilnt. Diam, 48 D. of bowl 23 cm.

Font, Tub.

Cogan ¢ 1862, 189) refars to an anciant font markKing the grava
of a priest in the graverard and tha tub shaped limastona
vassel now in the outside porch of the church may bae this
vaessal. It is crudely carvaed, although tha basin and rim arae
Wwall finished, and is four sided with chamferad corners.
There is no trace of a drainage holae (Rce (968, 113).

Dima: H. 39 W. 54 Ext. Diam. of bouwl 40 Int. Diam. of
bowl 23 cm.
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3. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1-3. Three tanged flint arrouwheads. From naar Ounboynae. NMI
1268: 389-82.

4. Iron bell, bronze-coatad {see Bourke 1988, 63). From
"anciant earthworks, possibly a monastic site at Qunboyne".
NMI 1972: 1@,

3. Madiaval potshard. From Dunboyna. NMI 1972: 13.

ARCHAECLOGICAL PRDBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

The layout of the prasant village with its triangular
Square suggests that its presant plan is of aeighteanth
century date and probably the rasult of landlerd interest. It
is clear from the documantary and archaeological data,
houever, that there was a borough herae during the Middlae
Agaes. Knouwledge of this borough and of its aextant is
axtremely limited. It may have been located besida an Early
Christian secular site but aven this is not certain. Tha
period of its desertion is unkKnown and from +the historical
evidence it is likely +that the thirteenth and fourteaenth
canturies are ]ikely to ba the ones bast repraesaentad 4in thae
archaeolegical reaecord. Tha construction of the presant
village may have destroyed some Pre-axisting archaeological
deposits but in tha absence of excavation there is no
information on the depth or natura of deposits. It is worth
noting, however, that the record relating to the discevary of
the iron bell mentions that it was found naear human burials.
Unfortunataly the pracisa findsrot of tha bell! is net Known
but it may hint at thae axistence of an aarly church site in
the village. :

Knowledge of the settlament in madieval times is scant.
Was it meraly a rural borough or did it have genuine urban
functions? Nothing is Known about domestic dwellings, straet
pattern, defences, or of the settlement's extant. Nonethelaess
the archaeclogical data indicates that the borough has baan
the scene of human activity in Prahisteric and Mediaeval! timas
and in the future archaasological excavation is likely to baea
the principal means by which additional Knculedge is
ebtained.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of tha accompanying map (Fig, 16>
del imits the area of archaeological potential within modern
Dunboyna. This is based almost antiraely on the built-up area
of the village and the line of tha major proparty boundaries.
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DUNSHAUGHL IN

Dunshaughlin is situated in south Maath about 32 Km from
Dublin. Tha village lies along either side of tha main straat
and the mediaval parish church was situated at the north and
of the town in a circular enclosure around uWwhich the main.
straet curves. The placename is daerivad from Domhnach
Saachnaill, church of Seachnaill (Secundinus?), a Gaulish
bishop who cama toc Ireland in tha fifth century.

Historical BackKkground

Although there i3 a sizeable range of prehistoric objaects
from Dunshaughlin, it is lixely that most of these uwaere found
during turf cutting in the bog of lagorae, rather than in the
village itself. MNonethelass thay indicate, as does tha
Wwell ~-XKnown excavation at Lagore i{tself (HanckKen 1938)>, that
the immaediata vicinity of the site was Kpown <to man in
praehistoric timas.

Historically the village is connected with St. Sechnatl]
¢Secundinus) a missionary bishop who died in 447 according to
the Annals of Ulster. Abbots are noted from the beginning of
tha ninth cantury and in the elaventh and twelfth century the
monastery was the object of a numbar of raids. The importancae
of the site during the pre-Norman period was in part due to
its proximity to Lagore, the seat of the xings of South
Brega.

After the coming of the Norﬁans Dunshaughlin became the
cantre of a saeignorial maner baelonging <to Hugh dae Lacy
(Graham 1974, 42). The earliast refarance to it as a borough
is in 1423 (Lewis 1837, i, 989>, Nothing 1is Knouwn of tha
history of the medieval settlamant.

ARCHAEOLDGICAL INVENTORY

1. MOTTE

2. PARISH CHURCH OF ST. SECHNAILL
3. MISCELLANEOUS

4. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. MOTTE

Large low mound in the modern gravayard on the south of
thae touwn. Sitad on fairly high steap-sided ground partly
planted with shrubs. There are tracas c¢f an extarnal ditch on
the east although it is noct visible cn the uwast. Tha mound
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has a basal diamater of 13 m narrcuwing to 17 m at thae top:!
its height is between 2.3 and 3 m. It may hava been louwered
in modern times.

2. PARISH CHURCH OF ST. SECHNAILL

This church was on or near the sita of the present
Protestant parish church. In 1682 Bishop DoppPing racords that
the church was in good repair wWwith a slated roof, glazed
windows, a clay floor and a bell (Ellison 1371, 38). By
Cogan's (18967, 351> ¢time, howavar, all trace had gona.

The only surviving ramains consist of a single roundad
!imastona arch with a small fragmant of another adjoining
which suggests that it is +the remains of an arcada. The
mascenry is of coursaed limestone rubblae.

Dims! Max. surviving H of arch 3.55%5 W. 2.5 m.

Architectural Fragmaents
These are placed undarneath or baeside tha arch.

Lintael. 1Oth-11th cent. (Fl. 13a>

Sandstone. Decoratad in raelief with a crucifixion showing a
bearded Christ wearing a Knea-length paerizonium, On Christ's
right side iz the spaar-bearer and on his left the
spongae-holder, both with Knees bant and uWearing Knea-length
tunics. It is almost cetainly tha lintel from the west door
of a pre-Romanesque style church (Hanry 1367, 188).

Dims: H 61 W 1%@ D 18 cm. '

Eight fragmentary window mouldings. 15th-16th cants.
Two of these fit together to form a cuspad twin-light ogaea
headed window with plain spandrals.

Monumants

Font. Lata 13th/18th caent.
In use within the church. Limestone. Octagonal with chamfered
lower panels, octagonal shaft and rectangular base with
chamferaed eedgaes. Dctagormal basin uwith central blocked
drainage hole. Part of the rim and one internal panel are
damaged. Roe (1968, 37)» suggests that the shaft may not
balong to the font because tha basin does not fit well with
tha lower panels. According to [saac Butlar the font had a
canopy carved and paintad like that of a pulpit (Roce 1968,
S5?). Five of tha upper panels arae decorated, one with a haad
in high relief and the other four with animals in low falsae
relief. The differancaea in decoration may .imply two periods
of sculpting (Roe 13€8, J8). The decoration is as followus!?

1> A small triangular shaped head with a fringe.

2> UnuorkKed
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3> A wild boar with long tail. Roe (1968, 38> suggests
an ox.
4) Unworked
3 Unworked
6 A swan in the center and a rabbit on the right
standing on it's hind legs and another animal on tha
laft.
7)Y A heater shapad shield
8) A cow or daer, missing its hind legs, wWwith a small
animal underneath which appears to be lying on it's
back.

Dims: H 4@ Ext. Diam., 66 Int, Diam. 48 D. of basin 23 cm.

Piscina. .
Within the church, near the font. Sandstone/ granijite.
Lozenge-shaped. Four lugs or mouldings on the cornars
extanding from top to base. Thae base is damaged and holad.
The top is worn smooth but the outsida is roughly haun.

Dims: H 19 W 23-28 Int., diam. 16 cm.

Orans slab. 7th/8th cent.

Plaster copy. Original in N.M.,I., Dug up in the graveyard in
1969. Carvad in ralief. The face is indicated by slashaes, the
arms area turnad out at tha elbows and the hands are missing.
He wears a skKirt which comas to just above the Kneaes and the
faet are turned outwards (Rce 1970, 212-3).

Dims: H 39 by W 26 by D 7.

Noah Webb. 1696.

Flat raectangular limastone slab in four fragmants. Waatherad.

At the south-wast end of the graveyard. 'The top of tha slab

has two decorated panels in false raliesf, on thae laft a

figure above a ropa moulding and on the right a star above a

rope moulding. Tha lower part of thg slab has thae following

inscription in incisad Roman lettaring:
[Hic iacet ravelREND NOAH WEB. ../DECANVS LEIGHLIN
NECMNON. .~ DVNSHAGHLIN HIC VMNACV..” SA PROLE TvMVLATVS
IARCET../ 0OBIIT 7mo AVGt ANNO DOM 1[ 696 JL/AETAT SVAE [33]
s HENRICYS FILIVS EIVYS PR MOGEN. . AD DEFt ENCCM MVLTA
DESV, .~/ PAVCES VTI TCTIS VIRIBYVS AD ECCL..~- PATRIAE
BONVM SE CONTVLIT'.

Dims: H. 149 W. 98-64.

Grave slab. ?17th cent. (Fig., B56:1)

Also in the SW of St Seachnaill's gravayard is a limastone
coffin-shaped slab partially buriad in an upright position.
Decorated with a simple Latin cross in falsae raelief within a
frama.

Dimst H 33 W 48-36 0 8 cm.

3. MISCELLANEOUS

Holy wall .
In the grounds of Sechnallstown House thera is a well of the
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sama name marked on tha 0.5 maps but it is nou covered over
and the mamory of the name is not Known locally.

Hospital?

According to the ownar of Sachnallstown House there was a
hospital in the field immediately south of this waell. There
are ridges which may ba thae ramains of earthworks in tha
field.

4. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1., Flat bronze axahead of Ballvualléy tvype. From a bog at
Dunshaughlin, Co. Maath (Harbison 1963a, 36! No. 913). NMI:
Swan Coll.

2. Copper dagger of Knocknagua type (Harbison 1963, 7: MNo.
2). From ?Dunshaughlin. NMI W.172.

3. Brohze daggar of Dunshaughlin type (Harblison 1968, 11t
No.46). From ?Dunshaugshl!in. NMI W.102.

4, Bronze dagger. Data and type uncertain (Harbison 1363b,
18: No. 117>, From Dunshaughl!in. British Mysaum London!?
1848.11-1.280.

g3, Bronze flanged axehead. From Dunshaughlin bog, 1883. Rothae
House Museum. KilKenny: 1SB6/16.

6. Bronza palstava. "Sald to havae baen found at
Dunshaughlin®. NM] WS89 BE4T.

7-8, Tuo sockated bronze axeheads. Fﬁom Dunshaughlin, NMI
1941: E6350-1.

3, Sockatad bronze axehaad. From bog at Dunshaughlin. HNM]
1931: 435,

ia. Bronza sockKataed axehead. From Dunshaughlin. In Day Coll.
IBBI (Evans 1881, 141).

1t1. Bronze socketad axe. From Dunshaughlin. British Musoum_
London: 0.A.112.
12. Small four-sidaed horn vassel. From Dunshaughlin. NMI W.3.

13-1%, Fragmants of three bone combs. Found with a sKkeleton
at Dunshaughlin, 1848, NM] 1968: 39%-B.

16-18, Three iron Knives. From Dunshaughlin. NMl S.A. 1927!
87-9.



ARCHAECLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Dunshaughlin is a small borough wWwhich is expanding in
size as a dormitory town because of its proximity to Dublin.
The construction of new houses and shops along Main Streat
has probably cousad soma disturbance to archa@ological levels
but in the area of the old church littlae disturbance appears
to havae cccurrad. ARccordingly., it is likely that
archaeological deposits arae intact over a large part of the
village, The preseance of an Early Christian church sitae
suggasts that evidence may survive regarding the nature of
the transition from monastery to borough.

Knowledge of the natura of the sattlemant in madiaval
times is scant. Was it maraely a rural borough or did it bhave
genuine urban functions? MNothing is KnowWwn about domastic
duallings, street pattarn, dafencaes, or of the saettleament's
axtent. Nonetheless thae archaeological data indicatas that
the borough has baen the scane of human activity in Early
Historic and Madieval timas and in thae future archagological
excavation is 1 iKely to be the princicpal means by which
additional Knowladge is obtained. The borough is under threat
from developmant at present because of its proximity to
Dublin and the motta on thae south of the village is baing
increasingly encroached on.

ARrea of Archaeological Potaential

The shaded portion of tha accompanying map (Fig. 18O
delimits the area of archaaeological potential within modern
Dunshaughlin. This is based largely on +the hypothasis that
the medieval settlament is likaly te have straetchaed from tha
motte to St. Sechnall's church, In tha absaence of
archaeological excavations nothing can bae said about the
depth of archaaclogical daposits.
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GREEMNOGE

Greanogea is situatad in the rolling countrysida of
south-east Maath about 18 ¥Km west of Swords. Today it
consists of a small hamlet on @ither sida of the
Ashbourne -Swords road baeside the Broad Maadow river.

Historical BackKground

The motte was probably aestabl ished before the and of tha
twalfth century (Graham 1974, 44>, The earliest reference to
its existence as a borough occurs in 122B whaen a burgage plot
was granted to St. Thomas' Abbey., Dublin (Gilbart 1889, 339).
The Civil Survey (1634-6) raecords a stone house., a church, a
bridge, a mill, 3 farm housas and saveral cabins (Simingten
1942, 98>,

ARCHAEQLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. MOTTE

2. $T. NICHOLAS' PARISH CHURCH
3. MISCELLAMEQUS

4, LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. MOTTE (P1. 14a)

" This small motte lias in the fiald imaediately south-waest
of +the church, prominently sited on high ground With
commanding views in all diraections. It has a basal diametaer
of 13.3 m narrowing to S m at the top. It survives to a
haight of 3 m. Thera is no trace of a bailey. The sides of
the mound havae been worn down by cattle and a shard of
medieval pottery wuwas picked up From the spoil dur ing
inspaction in 1982. The size of the top of the mound seams
too small toc hava allowad for thae building of any Kind of
substantial structurae there. On the east is a low banxk and
ditch running north-south.

2. ST. NICHOLAS' PARISH CHURCH (Fig. 28)

Situated within a rectangular gravevard formarly
reachaed from the road via a sunken pathway uhich is nou
overgrown., In Novamber 1983 a new aentrance uas built on the
Qast of the graveyard. Little is Knoun cf the history of thae
church. In 1682 Bishop Dopping noted that it was dedicated to
St Nichoclas and that the nave and chancel usalls were standing



-67-

but out of repair since 16841 <Ellison 1971, 37).

Description

Coarsad limastone masonry with rubble corae. Built in
threa phasas, of which the navae is the aearliest, probably
3ixteenth century; this was subsequently aextended and a
chancel! added, while later still altaerations were made in the
nave converting a portion of {t into a dwelling housa.

The chancal walls are much ovargrown and survive +to a
max, height of | m. The nave is slightly broadar than tha
chancel. The north wall is about S m high and has a pointed
arched doorway With dressed jambs and a flat rear-arch. Tha
south and west walls are much overgrown but survive to a
height of about 1.3 m. The east wall has a pointed arch which
may have been the east window of the original church.

In the post-madieval pariod the north-east corner of tha
church was adapted for use as a two-storied duelling house.
Tha entrance was on the north and the walls stand to a haight
of about 3.5 m. There are two narrow Wwindows with daep
internal splay in thae south and wWaest walls and ona
rectangular chamfered window in thae north wall of the ground
floor., A single-light cusped ogee-haadad window with recassad
spandrels was re-usad at first floor level in the west wallys
above it {s a worn sandstone haad. A chimney was built in the
wast wall to serve the fireplace on tha first floor? tharae
are three narrouw windows on the first floor in the south wall
and one in the waest. There are two racesses in the east wall,
Tha fireplaca has soma reused dressaed stones sat above it and
anothar in the chimney. An addition was made to the top of
the north wall but its date is unclear.

3. MISCELLANEQUS

Earthuorks?

A numbar of ridges ara presaent betwaeen the road and the
rivar leading to the bridge. However, soma may be the rasult
of drainage.

Wall

To the E of the church on tha roadwar there is a wall with a
stomna-built round arched covaring.

Dims: H 118 W 7?70 D 7% cm.

4. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

l. Medieval line-impressad tile fragment. Found in the course
of inspection 1982, in disturbed soil immediataly north-uwest
of the graveyard uwall. (King forthcoming).
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2. Sherd of medieval pottery. Found on the side of the motte
in the coursae of inspaction in 1982 (King forthcoming>.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Greencga, liKke Colp., is an example of a daesartaed borough.
Thaere is little evidance of disturbance and it is 1l ikKely that
archaaological deposits are intact over most of the area. Tha
perliod of its desartion is not Known but from the historical
evidence it is likely that the thirteenth and fourteaenth
caenturies ara likaely to be the ones bast represented in the
archaeolosical record.

Knowlaedgae of the nature of tha settleament in medieval
times is scant. las it meraely a rural borough or did it have
genuina urban functions? Nothing is Known about domestic
duellings, street pattaern, defances, or of the saettlament's
extant, Nonathelass tha archaeological data indicates that
the borough has baen thae scene of human activity in Madiaval
times and in the future archaeological excavation is likKely
to be the principal means by which additional Knouwladga is
obtaingd. The borough is not under direct threat from
developmant at prasent but its proximity to Dublin maans that
it will come undar increasing pressure from davaelopment in
the near futurae.

Area of Archaedlogical Potential

The shaded portion of the accompanying map (Fig. 19
del imits the area of archaeological potantial. This is basaed
simply on the axtant monumants and the arae in their immediate

vicinity. In the absence of archaeological excavations
nothing can ba said about <thae depth of archaeological
deposits,
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KELLS

Kalls is situated on a prominant ridge a short distance
south of the River Blackwater. Tha placenama is derived from
Ceanannas, “principal residaence" and it survives in thae
English form of Headfort,.

The large Passaga tomb cemetary of Loughcraw is soma tan
miles to the wast and the presanca of two.stona axehaads from
thae town susgests that the vicinity of tha town was Known to
Neolithic man. Activity by man in the Early Bronze Age is
indicated by tha discovery of three cists at Kalls in tha
last century, one of which reputedly contained a "cinerary
urn® (lWaddell 1970, 127). Stray finds of this pariod from the
town include a coppar daggar, a bronzea flat axehead and a
bronze halberd. The Later Bronze Age is represaeanted by a
bronzae flanged axehead, two ribbed Kite-shapad spearhaads,
four bronze socketad axaeheads, and a bronza sockaeated daggar.
A bronza fibula of La Tene typa indicates that the area of
tha futura town was also Known in tha Iron Age. In view of
the importance of the Early Historic monumants it is perhaps
surprising that only three stray finds of this period are
Known from Kells. In summary . theaen, the archaeological
avidance indicatas that the site of tha town was frequentad
by man in prehistoric timas but the nature of the activity is
unknocwn, It is possible that there was a settlemeant hera but
it is quite likaly that the fording point on the Blackuwataer
immediately to the north attracted paeoplae to the vicinity.

Historical Background

Kalls is first recorded as a monastery in 804 whan it was
establishad as a placae of refuge.for the monastic community
of lona, fleaeing from the havoc caused by Viking raids. The
sitae appears to havae belonged to Armagh and there may waell
have been a church haere pPraviously. A church Wwas commencad,
probably tha damh liac refarrad to in 9S28, and complatad
before 814, In 877 thae ralics of Columba were transfarred 1o
lrealand and it is 1likely that oma came <o Kalls. The
succeeding cantury seas its rising importance as the
principal Columban house 1in Ireland. This importance |is
reflacted in the increasing number of raids, by Vikings and
Irish! in 920 tha Dublin ViKings destroyed tha stone church.
In 9%2 thae King of Dublin plundered Kells and made it a basa
from which to raid the neighbouring monasteriss of Dulane,
Ardbraccan, Kilskyre and Donaghpatrick. In 969, 996 and 1019
it was again raided by ViKings. Further raids are recordad in
l18ts, 1836, 1040, 1060, 1873, 1095, 1111, 1117, and 1156.

Despite its importance Kalls was not among the bishoprics
establ ished at the Synod of Rathbreasail in 1111. Houwevar, it
was the satting for the second important raforming synod hald
in 1132 whaen 1t became a bishopric. It enjoyved apiscopal
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status for about sixty yvears until about 1211 when it was
amalgamated with the diocaese of Meath <(Guynn and Hadcock
1978, 82). A further instance of the spraad of ecclesiastical
reform was the founding of an Augustinian house c.li4P-8,
largaly at the instance of St. Malachy <(Guynn and Hadcoek
1972, 181). In 1170 Kells was burnaed in a punitive raid on
Maeath by Diarmait Mac Murrough.

With thae coming of the MNormans Xaells was selacted by Hugh
de Lacy as the caput of a manor <Orpen 19211-20, ii, 7?8). Tha
borough may also have been established by him but the
aarl iast evidence for its incorporation comas from his son,
Walter who granted a charter sometime subsaquant to 1194
(MacNtocaill 1964, 124-3). Throughout tha Middle Ages Kalls
Was a frontiar towun and was exposed to attackKk from thae native
Irish., It was burnt in 1203 (AFM) and again in 1315 when
Edward Bruce defaated an army under Rogaer de Mortimer outside
tha town (Orpan 1911-2@8, {ii, 173). In the fifteenth and
sixtaanth centuries it uWwas on thae edge of the Pale and a
portion of the Pale ditch 3ti{l]l survives ona milae to the
north-wast, A patition of 1472 emphasises that the toun uwas

"on the borders of the march of the ,county of Maath
adjoining to the Orayllyes [O'Reillys ], Ilrish anamias of
aur sovereign lord the King, and is the safeguard,
defence and relief to all his faithful liege paoprlae
duaelling in that part" (Berry 1914, 743),
The petition goes on to relata that many of the <townspaeopla
werae deserting Kells bacause of the high levels of taxation
caused by the maintenance of the town walls, suggesting that
there may have been a decline in its population during the
latar fiftaenth cantury.

In 1898 it was listad among the wallad touwns of Maath
(Hogan 1878, 291) and it appaars to have prospared into tha
savanteenth cantury. It is significanmnt that in 1642 the
Catholic bishops and wvicars of the pProvince of Armagh
convenaed a synod hare which was to be the precursor of the
Confederation of Kilkenny. In 16847 thae touwn was capturad by
confederate forces. The Civil Survay (16834-6) records that a
castla, a church with a staapla, 3 mills, divers houses and
cabins, a stone quarry, a watch tower, a fishing weir, 2
ruined mills and the walls of thae town which it describes as
ruined (Simington 1948, 2739). The Doun survey daescribas it as

"a wallaed toun where a marKket is held every Thursday.
[ Thare arel five gates, a castle, a church, a high watch
touear, the house callad St., Colmcilla's call with
several houses and cabins in repair and two abbays - ona
without Cannon Gate callaed Lady's Abbey and the othar
kithout Dubl in Gate called St. John's Abbay* (McNaill
1938, 429%).
At least two late sevaenteenth cantury +trader‘'s tokaens ara
Known from tha town and thesae provide an added indication of
prosperity in post-mediaeval times (Macalister 193:, 87).
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THE TOPOGRAPHICAL DEVELOPMENT OF KELLS -

The surviving line of the old monastic boundary makKes it
claar that Kalls has grouwn in stages but in the absence of
sacurae documantary or archaaeological evidance it is difficult
t0 Know what those stages wWerae. The area wWwithin the monastic
enclosurae wWould appear to dafina tha aextant of sattlament
bafore the coming of the Normans. Tha aenclosure is nou
raepraesented on tha north and east by the linea of Carrick.,
Castla and Cross Straets, on tha umest by Fair Green and on
the south by the old line of thae town wall. An area south of
the enclosure appears to havae been Known as Siofoic and is
mentioned in an annallstic raeference of 1136 (AFM) and in a
chartar in the Book ¢f Kells. It has baeen suggested that this
name 1is presarved in SuffolK Streaet ( Simmington
1969, 234-5; 0O'Connall 1960, 13>, Accordingly it may bae that
therae was some form of sattlament immediately south of the
enclosure in pre-Norman times.

The Anglo-Norman addition consisted of aextensions on the
north, eaast and south. On the north, CarricKk and Maudlin
Streets form a unit? on the east, castle Straeat, John Street
and Kanlis Place’ while on thae south SuffolKk and Farrall
Straats werae devalopad. The presence of a two-stage plot
pattarn on thae evast side of Farrell Straaet suggests that it
may have been extended in two phasaes with the most southern
portion being incorporated perhaps as late as thae savantaenth
century. )

ARCHAEOLOG ICAL INVENTORY

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

2. BURGAGE PLOTS AND PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
3. DOMESTIC HOUSES

4., MARKET PLACE

3. CASTLE

6. TOWN DEFENCES

7. EARLY CHRISTIAN MONASTIC ENCLOSURE

8. ST, COLUMBA'S HOUSE

9. ST. COLUMBA'S PARISH CHURCH

12, AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY CF ST. MARY

11. HOSPITAL PRIORY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
12. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGDALEN

13. MISCELLANEOUS

14, LIST OF STRAY FINDS

l. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN (Fig, 22)

The street pattern of Kalls is unusual in so far as it
displays two phases of the touwn's devalpmant. The first.,
reflacted in the arcuate pattern formad by Carrick Strest.
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Castla Street and Cross Street, delimits the extant of <the
pra-Norman - monastic enclosure. Tha sacond consisting of
linear extensions on tha nerth <(Maudlin Streaet), south
(Farrell and SuffolKk Straeets) and aeast ¢John Street) is
largely of Anglo-Norman data.

2. BURGAGE PLOTS AND PROPERTY BOUNDARIES

The burgage plot pattern survives very wsell along Carrick
Street, Maudlin Street., Farrell Street, Cannon Street and
Suffolk Street. Tha construction of houses in Church Lane,
Fair Grean and Columba Terrace has daestroyed tha plot pattern
in these areas. Thare is a double row of burgaga plots on the
south side of Farrell Street and <thaese may indicate the
expansicn of the town in the post-medievai period.

3. DOMESTIC HOQUSES

Nothing 1% Known of tha form or siza of +the housing
within the mediaval town but a wvaluation of 168683 providas
soma information for the seventeenth caeantury. Tha dascription
of buildings in this documant suggests that houses Were
constructed of mud or stone, and most ware thatched. One
building is described as "a stone and lyme walled castla
called the Thoulsell <three storeys high and a vault
i1l -roofed” (Simington 1968, 262). This apraears to bae the
building frequently identifiad by local historians as tha
castla of Kells. It was probably something similar to : the
tholsels of Droghada uhich ara depicted in saeventeaenth
cantury maps as fortified housas.

4, MARKET PLACE

This appears to have baen located at +thae junction of
Markaet Street, Castle Street, Cross Street and John Streat.
The nama of Market Street and tha width of Castle Street
suggests that the market extended into these straets.

Documantary raeferences to it are scant but a statute of
the Irish parliamant of 1472-8@ notes that the marKket of
Kells was declining because of the srowth of Irish marKets at
Cavan, Loengford and Granard in O'Raeilly‘'s country (Morrissay
1939, g1,

Market Cross (Pl. 1!Sa). 1@th cant. ?reused.
Ringed cross missing its urper shaft and sats into a

single tiered truncated Pyramidal basa. Inscription on the
wast face?

ROBERT BALFE REERECTED THIS CROSS IN 16688




The base is -decorated with panels showing horseman, a battlae
scene, Noah driving the animals into the ark, and variocus
animals some mythological.
E facet! Daniel! in the lion's den in the cross head with
the ancinting of David just below, and the Incarnation
above. Thae sacrifice of Isaac is on the left arm and
avarica seized by two demons is on the right. Dn the
shaft: Christ guarded by soldiers in the tomb, Goliath,
Adam and Eve, Cain and Abal.
W. Face! Crucifixion in tha cross-head With the Fall of
Simocn Magus on the right. On the shaft: Adoration cf tha
Magi, the Marriage Feast of Cana, the Miracle of the
Loaves and Fishas.
S face:! Slaughter of the Innocents, the Haaling of the
Blind Man, Mosaes receiving the Law’; on the end of <tha
arm! David and the Lion.
N face! Jacob wWraestling with the Angel., tha Torments of
the Damned’ on the end of the arm!: Paul and Anthony in
the Desert.
It is said to havae baeen usad as a gallows in tha seventeanth
cantury.
Dims: Shaft. H. 2%8 W, %S4 D. 498
Base. H. 6% W. 132 DB.132
Rece 19389, 26-43

S. CASTLE

Kalls was the caentre of an important manor astablished by
Hugh da Lacy <(Orpen 1911-2@, ii, 7?8)., A castlae Hasg
established but it was abandonad in 1176 on the approach of
Mael Sechlainn Mac Lochlainn and the Caenal Eogain. It was
subsequantly re-established and is recorded in 1212 (Davies
and Quinn 1941, 31 but nething is Knouwn of its subsequant
history. The Down Survay account mentions a castla in the
touwn probably the same as the

"stone and lyme wallaed castle called the Thoulsall three

storays high and a vault ill-roofad* <(Simington 1960,

234)
It is liKkely that this is also the castle seen by Isaac
Butlaer in 1740 (Simingtan 1960, 234). From the daescription,
hodevar .. this was a fortified town house like thosae in Ardee
and Carlingford rathar than a seigneurial castle. 0O'Doncvan
recordgs no trace of a castle whaen hae visited in 1838 (0.S.
Letters, .

6. TOWN DEFENCES

The dafences of Kells anclosed an area of about 20
hactares (45 acres) and had a circumferance of 1.8 Km (1.19%
miles). Almost nothing is Known of the manner in uwhich the
defences developad and the commencemant i3 also unknoun.
There were probably defences at the time of the Bruce
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invas ion but the earliest direct raeferance to the walls
occurs in 1482 when the Irish Parliamant agreed to continue
an aexisting murage grant (Berry 1914, 25). This was folicuwad
in 1468 by a new grant (Barry 1914, 645-8> but in 1472 it
kas notad that the cost of the defancaes was s0 graeat that it
was impovarishing tha town (Berry 1914, 743-7J. The walls
were maintained into the sevaenteanth cantury and warae scaled
by the Confaederate troops in their assault on the town in
1647. Thay uware described as ruined in the Civil Survay
(16%94-6) but tha Doun Survay noted that it was a stone wall
with five gates (MchNaill 1938, 423>.

Description (Fig. 22

Almost nothing is Known of the form of the defences and
the praesence of the gates is Knouwn only from seventeaenth
century sources (Simington 1960>, The course of the touwn uall
can be reconstructad largely from the Down Survey map and the
Valuation of 1663 (Simington 1960, 267-8). 0'Connall (1960,
13) suggaestad an alternative route but as the full extent of
the sevaenteanth cantury dcumantation was not available to him
Simington's reconstruction is to be prefarred. No source
mantions the presance of mural towaers and if the one extant
example did not exist it might be thought that there uare
nocne. As it is this single exampla highlights the fact that
thare must have been othars.

From CANNON GATE (site only) the wall curved north-gast
following the south-east boundary of Fair Graeen to CARRICK
GRTE (sita only). It ran north-east along Pitchaer Lane for a
distancea of almost 198 m before turning eastuwards to
incorporate the burgage plots on the north sida of Carrick
Street as far as MAUDLIN GATE (site only>. It continued aqast
and then south in a staepped line to DUBLIN GATE (sita only).
1t extended south of Dublin Gate for about B8 m before
turning south-west, whare its course appears to be pPreservad
in a long property boundary., to TRIM QOGATE <(sitae only). 1+
continuaed for about 83® m west of this gate beforae turning
north and than west to linx up with Cannon Gatae.

The only surviving section of town wall is to the south
of Cannon St. It is about 70 m long with an average width of
B68cm and consists of coursed limastone rubble. Part of tha
west end has collapsad showing a considerable build-up of
material, mostly modern., on the town sida. Externally the
ground slopes away staeply from tha sall.

About (2 m from tha east end is a round mural touwer (Fig.
23> Pl, 20a) in poor condition and at present used as a
manure container. The masonry is roughly coursad and consists
largaly of limastona. It had two floors, uWith a basemant
below, and with a wall walk level and battlements above. It
is 8.1 m_in external diametars thae wazll varies in thickKknass
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from 1.29 m at basemant lavael to ! m on the ground floor. The
original entrance wWwas on the town (aqast) side. A modarn
orpaning has been mada on this side at basamant level. The
floors were supportad on wWwooden beams and thare are 4 narrow
arrow loops with uWwide internal splay on the ground and Ffirst
floors. A latrine is present on the first floor at the
south-west side and its exit is protected by a machicolation
above, The wall walk levael is largely destroved.

7. EARLY CHRISTIAN MOMNASTIC ENCLOSURE

The curving straeet pattarn of tha town presarves traces
of the old momastic enclosure, whose outline is most aevident
from a plan or aerial viaw, The enclosurae is now rapresentad
on the north and east by tha line of Carrick, castle and
Cross Straets, on thae wast by Fair green and on the scuth by
the line of the town wall. The boundary is missing in the
south-aast quadrant where its line must have continued from
thae town wall towards Cross Streat. The enclosure measurad
about 360 m east-west by 280 n north-south and anclosed an
area of roughly 9.3 hactares (22 acres). Simms (1983, 32-3)
suggests that the limne of Church Street and Church lane may
indicate thae presance of an inner anclosure.

8. ST. COLUMBA'S HOUSE

This is situated north-waest of St.Columba's churchyard.
Rectangular structure with a stona-built steeply pitched
roof. The ground laeval around the house has changaed and aarth
has baen removed from the east and scuth ands and tha
original entrance at the wast and is blockaed wup. Accass is
now through a modern door inm the south wall which leads into
the original basemant laval. The roof is barrael-vaultad
internally with a small room above betwaan the vault and the
roof, divided into three chambers. This small rocom is lit by
tHo small rectangular windows in tha east and waest walls’
Wilde and Patrie record the prasancae of a flat slab here in
the last century but it has been missing for the last U0
years.

This aearly church is similar in construction to St.
Mochta's Housae at Louth, and St. Kavin's Kitchaen, Glendalough
and probably dates to the taenth-alaeventh century although

Leask (1993, 33) suggests that it may be the church complaetad
in 814,

A SOUTERRAIN is said to lead from St. Columba's housa to

the churchyard although there is no evidenca for it now (Roe
1932, s2).
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9. PARISH CHURCH OF ST. COLUMBA

This was the principal daedication of the early monastary.
The first church was commanced in 804 and was completed by
814, It is probably the same as the damh liac burned in tha
ViKing raid of 920. It is likely that a new church was built
by the Anglo-Mormans but littla is KnoWwn of it. Bishop
Oopping records in his visitation of !E82 that the nave and
chancal wera out of rapair since 1641 but that they werae
under repair’ there warae tuo aisles or side chapaels dedicatad
to St. Mary and St. Nicholas and he notes that the windous
werae glazed, the roof slated and the floor was of aarth
(Ellison 1973, 7).

Description

Church Tower {Pl. 13a) 15th cent.

This is the only surviving portion of the madieval church
standing immediately north of the modern church. Rectangular
Wwith angle buttressaes rising to first floor level whers thay
are weathered. Four floors with battlemant above? a steaeple
Mas added in 1783. Coursed limastonae masonry With limestona
Quoing. A spiral stair giving accaess to the upper +floor is
located in the south-wast angle and is 1lit by small
rectangular slits. External string course at first and saecond
floor levels? the tomar is stepped-in slightly at both. Tha
gable coping for a building aligned north-south (?transept)
is prasent at first +floor lavel in the south wall. Two
rointed chamferad racesses araea present at first floor leval
extarnally and rise from the string course’ both have hood
moulds. A quoin in the north-wast angle baars the. Plunkatt
coat of arms, and the north buttress has an angel with a
shield.

The ground floor has a large pointad arch which opened
onto the south but is now blocked by a modern cross-wall into
which a number of monuments have been built (see below). Thea
.chamber s ractangular with a pointed barrel vault. The vault
has a rectangular hole through which the ball could be raised
or lowered. there is a round arched recess in the north wall
and a twin-light ogee-headed window in the east. Thae stair in
the south-west angle is reached through a pointed door with
chamfered arch and portion of a bar-hele sockKet. The first
floor is entered through a lintellaed door and has blockKad-up
Windows in the north and south walls. That in the north wall
has a segmental arch externally; the other is raectangular and
chamfered with internal splay. Extarnally thaere |is an
ogee-haadad recess with hood-moulding in the aeast wall,
probably to accomodate a statua. Immadiataly above first
floor laeval is an internal laedge which supported thae floor of
the baelfry staga. The second floor, or belfry stage, is
enterad through a lintelled door and is lit by tall alaegant
Wwindouws in each wall. Thesae arqe transomad twin lights with
cuspad ogae heads, daggers in tha spandrel, and a quatrefoil
above? all have a pointed rear-arch. Superficially thay look



_73 -

alikae but thare arae slight differences between them. The east
window is the most ornate with moulded axternal jambs
surmounted by an alaborate moulded labal terminating in
clustared capitals supported on two human heads and gatherad
into a crockaeated finial. Internally the @east and west windous
have chamferad jambs while thosa on the north and south ara
chamfered externally with a labal but ramain plain
intarnally. The joist-holes for the +floor beams of the
wall-walkKk level are present but the pararet itself wuwas
ramoved when tha staepPle was constructed in 1783. The prasant
battlements hava corner merlons with false arches and an
architrave on consoles ., and probably date from 1783, Dims.
9.2 by 7.8% m at base.

Window mouldings. Lata 15th.” 168th cants.
Nineteen fragments are placed within the church. They are
largely of fossilifarous limastone. .

Sheela-na-gig. Whereabouts unkKnouwn,.
Wilde (1837, 141) mentions the existence of such a figure "in
the church at Kalls",. See Guest 1938, 118! No. 33.

Round Touwer (Pl, 18b) 11th cent.

Situated on tha zouth side of the churchyard, this touar
is Known from documantary sources to have bean in existence
bafore 12876 (AFM)! the door was probably insertaed in the
tuelfth century. Thae burial build-up ha$ caused a diffarencae
in ground lavel of about 2 m betwesaen that portion of tha
tower within tha churchyard and that outside. It has six
flecrs and is complate to top window level but lacks thae
conical ecap, Constructed on a plinth rasting on rock cutcrop.
The masonry consists of coursed limastone but the doorjambs
and the stonework immadiately around it are of sandstone.
The door, on the north side, is about 1.9 m above praesent
ground laeval but originally it must have baeen closer to 4 m.
It is round-arched with a vary worn head on the right of the
door’? there was probably another on the left. The four floors
immediately abeove are each 1it by a small square-headad
Window, but the fifth floor {s lit by five pointed uwindouws.
The interior appaars to hava been filled to the level of tha
door sill until 1829 (Barrow 1379, 167). At presant the
interior is at a dapth of 1.3 m balow door lavel. Height 26
m; internal diam. at lauvel of door 2.5 m.

Barrow (1979, 168> commants that Kildare is the only
other tower with five windows undar thae cap laeval.

Wast cross (Pl1. 17b)

Shaft in largae pyramidal base, lacking ring which
according to Harbison (Down Survey) was complete in tha 17th
century. Tuwo tiered base outlined by a heavy moulding.
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Macal ister (1849b, 34-8) said it had thae inscription OROIT DO
ARTGAL but nothing is visible now. The figured scenas occur
cn the wide sides within moulded panels’? the narrow sidas are
devoted to displays of abstract art (Roa 19353, 43-34).
East facae! Baptism of Christ, Marriage feast of Cana
(?Adoration of the Magi?, David wuwith his hRarpe .,
Presentation in the Temple, Unidentifed panel., and tha
Entry of Christ into Jerusalem (?Flight into Egypt).
Wast face:! Adam and Eva, Noah's ArkK, and thraee
unidentified panels 7 Israelites baing led out of Egypt,
the drouning of the Egyptians in tha Rad Sea.
Tha north face has four panaels of interlace and the south
face has five.
Dims?! Shaft H, 2.38 W.7?3 D.43
Base M. s W.145 D.133

South cross ¢pl. 17a) 7Early 8th cant.
Also Known as the cross of Patrick and Columba.
Inscription on east face of thae base 'PATRICI ET COLUMBAE
CRUX', Ringed cross sat into a two-tieraed truncated pyramidal
decorated base which is daecorated with figurativae and
abstract dasigns., These include intarlacings ., animals
fthcluding a deer and a chariot procession. Roe (1939)
suggasts that this is the transfer of ralics.
East face®: Adam and Eve, Cain and Abal, the Thrae
Children in tha Fiery Furnace, Danial in thae Lions Dan:
Cross head east face:! Left arm, thae sacriface of Isaac:
Right arm SS Paul and Anthony in tha dasert? Abova.
David with his harp, and the Miracle of the Loavas and
Fishes.
West face! Crucifixion with tha sun and moon, and abova
that Christ in Judgement. South arm! David Killing tha
lion! MNorth arm David Killing the beaar,.
Inhabited vine scroll.

Dims. Shaft. H.2.82¢ W. 394 D.34
Base H, 6@ W, 143 D. {29

East cross (Pl., 168b)>. 12th caent.

Large ringed cross in a tuo-tiered base, missing the
uppaer shaft and part of the ring. The shaft panaels are cut
but the designs are incompleta excapt for a crucifixion on
the east face and the panel immediataely to tha right of that
which has four figures <{Roe 1833, 353-7).

Dims: Shaft H. 3,10 W. 72 0. S
Basa H. 7@ W. 188 D. 1€4

North’Cross.

Only the weatharaed base survives., Conical with raectangular
mortica. Dacorated with a band of interlace (Roe 1938, 9.
Dimg: H.SS L.62.

Mortices MH.14 W, 27 by 12




Cross slab (Fig. 33:22 Pl. 18a). Prae-1208.

At the west and of the church. Granite. Sub-raectangular,
partly damaged. Interlaced Latin cross in false relief within
a bordar. RAbovae the cross is an Alpha and Cmaga, an IHS and
®P1, and along the left side of tha slab are the words OR 00
RIAG (Roe 1339, 39.

Oims: H 169 W S6 0O 186

Cross slab (Fig. S3:3). Pre-1200.

On the south buttress of tha church tower. Limastone fragmant
Wwith an incised equal armed cross inscribed within a doublae
circle ¢(Roe 1939, 57-9).

- Oims: H 5S4 W 34.

Stocna slabs

Also in St Columba's Church there are two thin slatey
limestone slabs, one with a incised maltese cross. Both are
probably late in date

Effigial slab (Pl. 18a), 14th caent.

Sandstone. Coffin-shaped, at wast end of thea church.
Crucifixion in relief with Mary and John: two civilians
separated by the trae of life below. Thae lady, on tha right,
wears a wimple and veil, a long robe and mantle held across
her bresast with a chain. Haer hands are Jjoined and her faat.
in pointed shoes, rest on flowers. The male is drassed in a
pleated goun Wwith tight sleaves and lappats. He has short
hair and his head rests on a raectangular cushion, he holds a
book and also wears pointaed shoes (Hunt 1874, 206! No. 188).
Oims: H 189 W €2~-33 0 1B cm.

Plaque ¢({Pl. 18a). 13578.

On the south wall of tha church touwer, but originally within

the church according to Dopping's Visitation of 1682 (Ellison

1973, 7). It consists of tuwo raeactangular limastona tablets

with an incised inscription in mixed Gothic and Roman

lettar ing?
THE BODIE OF THIS CHURCHE BEING I UTTER RUYN ANDO DECAIE
WAS REEDI~ FIED I ANO DNI 1578 & IN ANO R. R. ELIZABETH
XX THROGHE THE DILIG. CE & CARE OF THE REVEREDE FATHER I
GOD HUGHE BRADY BYSHOP OF MEAT/ HE & SIR THOE GARVIE
ARCHEDEACO OF THE SAME AND DEANE OF CHRISTCHURCH/ I
OUBLINE BOTHE OF HERE MAIESTIE IS PrIVIE CONSAILE Sr
HERIE SIDNIE/ KNIGHT OF THE NOBLE ORDIRE BEING THENE
LORO DEPUTIE &c. THE SAID/ REEOIFING WAS BEGANE & SEATT
FORWARD BE THE ADVISE & DALI Y1 CARFULL TRAVAELL OF THE
AUNCIENT BURGIS NICHOLAS D.... ~ THEN BEING SUFFRANIE OF
KENLLIS 2 OF IuULll Aa PrDICTO/ WITH QTHER DALY
FURTHERINS BOGHT THE ROWFF OF THIS, C... UPPO HIS DOUWIN
PROPIR CHARGIS. GOD IS NOT UNRIGHT ~ AT HE SHULD FORGET
THE WORKE AND LABOUR THAT PROCEDE I/ WHICHE LOVE IS
SHEWED FOR HIS NAME [S SAKE.

Dimst H.44 L), 146 (approx).




FitzGerald 1893-1988, 4353

Window pPlaque. 1578,

On the west wall of the church tower., Raectangular chamferaed

limaestone plaque wuwith an incised inscription in Roman

letters!
THYS WYNDOLE.”. WAS BVIDED 81 RI- CHARD I[FLIOVIDI. OF/
KEMLIS MERCHEAY. NT THE It21 OF IVLI/ 1378 LHOSE SQOVLE ~
GOD TAKE TO HIS .~ MERCI :

Dims: H.50 W.E4

FitzGerald 1898-19Q@, 43E.

Three haads (Pl. 18a). Late 1Bth/ 17th cant.

On thae south wall of tha church touar. O'Connall (186a, 22>
says that these waerae found whan the present church wWwas baing
built. All are on square plaques of limastone.

a) Round face with short hair under a flat cap.
Dims?! approx. W. 46cms.

b) Bizhop with an alaborately ambroidered mitre Wworn ovar
short crcpped hair With amice around the neck.
Oims! approx 3Qcms.

c? Woman wearing a flat cap over short cropped hair,
Oims: approx. W 26.

Heraldic plaque ¢(Pl. 18a). 1Bth cent.

Fossilifarous limestone. Rectangular. On the south wuwall of
the church towaer. Heatar-shaped shiald., in falsa reliaf,
depicting a winged horse rampant with staff and banner. The
banner haz two crossad swords and 4 Tudoer rosas. The crast
consists of a Xnealing horse Placed betwean the laetters N and
D. In tha spandrels at tha basa of the shield are tuwo
intarlace designs. The initials have bean identified as thosa
of Nichelas Daly by 0'Connell (1960, 2@) although but Bishop
Dopping read it as Nichclas Duragon (Ellison 1873, 7).

Dims: H.60 W.681 D.:12

FitzGarald 1898-1988, 455-€.

Grave slab. 16th cant.
Limastonge. Fragment of a rectangular slab is sat into tha
plinth of the East cross. Dacorated in false relief with a
weathered shield, quartarad: lst and 4th have 3 daemi-lions,
the 2nd and 3rd a winged animal. Incised inscription
coAND / HE ... AND I1S77 / NATE.. FOST.. /7 ON WHOS SO0
IS LYFE . XX)1 OF...
Dims: H S9 W 74 D 23 cm

Grave slab. Late 18th/ garly 17th cant.:
Limagstona fragmaent also sat into tha plinth of the East
cross. Rectangular with a weatharaead shield in false ralief
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displaying a lionmn rampant. Traces of an incised inscription
but only the letters G and T are visibla.
Dims: H.98 W.63 D.10 cm

Sundial ¢P}, 2@0b>. 17th cant.
Placed against the south wall of tha church porch. Sandstons.
Tha dial 1is incised on one and and consists of a double ring
divided into 4 quartaers by lines which axtend bevond the
outar ring and tarminata in Maltese crosses. These Qquarters
are further divided into € divisions whila the outer ring is
divided into 2 szections. The gnomon hole is not completely
perforated. An intaerlaced latter R is incised above the
sundial,. '
Dims: H.1680 W.64 D.I2 cm

Diam. of dial 32 cm

Fant A,

Inside the church. Wall made polishad 1limastone octagonal
font of uncartain date., Octagonal shaft and base. Tha basin
is circular with sloping sidas and central drainage hola (Roe
188, 122).

Dims: H,118 W.BS D. of basin 28 cm

Font B. ? Pre-1200.

Wast of tha church towar, a tub-shapaed granite font on three
short stubby legs. Large central drainage holae and the holes
whare the cover was attached are wvisibla in the rim. 1t
originally belongad to Kilshine church (Roe 1968, 121-2).
Dims: H.B3 W.€4 Int. D. 23 cm

‘Font C/ Piscina.

Shallow octagonal limastona vaessel at west and of the church.
Central drainage hola. Steaply chamferaed sides tarminating in
a moulding which would have restad on an octagonal shaft.
Cne of the chamfers has a damagad angael in reliaf with large
Wwings and curling hair, It is described by Roa (1968, 67-8)
as from Martry.

Dimst D. 98 Chamfers 82cm,

18. AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST. MARY

This monastery was probably founded <. 1149-8 at tha
instigation of St. Malachy. it was daestroyaed by the
Anglo-Normans in 1176 and shortly afterwards it Was
re-foundad by Hugh de Lacy. Iln 1488 an indulgence uWas granted
to thae convant because it uas impoverishad and its buildings
ware in ruin because of war. The monastery was dissolvad |in
1533 and uwas granted toc Sir Gerald Flaming With nearly 408
acres in 154! (Guynn and Hadcock 19?78, 1813, Tha monastery
was at the west side of the touwn, outside Cannon Bate.

i &
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O'Connell ¢1969, 1%) has suggested that it was locatead in
Abbey Fiald on thae south side ¢f Cannon Streat.

i1. HOSPITAL PRIORY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Foundad by Waltaer de Lacy as a hospital of thae Fratras
Cruciferi at the closzae of the tuwelfth caentury, little Iis
Known of the history of this housa. It was dissolved in 1339
and granted to Richard Slayne in 1566 (Guynn and Hadcock
1978, 213). A survay of 1388 showaed that the church and
several buildings uere in ruins’ these includaed the Kitchan,
a castle, a legate housae waest of the commandery, the baun
with a stone wall. the granary, and a uatarmill <0'Connall
1968, 18>). The Down Survay of 16835 notad that the priory was
outside the Dubl in Gate and its site may be identified uwith
the old gravevard of St. John in Headfort Place. There are no
standing ramains.

Architactural fragment. Prob. 15th cent.

Beside the north wall of the graveyard, a cusped ogeae-haadad
window spandrel of fossilifercus limestone now camented into
a modern basa.

Cims. H 42 W 5S4 T 12.5 ¢m.

Cross slab (Fig. 8S5:4) Pre 1200.

Embedded in the east end of tha gravayard is a small taparing
limestone zlab with an incised ringed caltic cross.

Dims?! Exposed H 28 W 26-32 T 7 cm.

Effigial slab (Pl. 19a>, 13th ceant.

Marrow, s]lightly taparing, gabled slab of sandstona in tha
north-west corner of the gravevard. Crudely carved affigy of
a woman in false relief. The damaged edges of the slab wera
chamfared and there is a drainage hole on tha right side at
shoulder levael to prevent wWwater lodging around tha figurae.
The Wwoman wears a pill-box *ype haad-dress, a long pPlaeated
gown With brooch fastenming the nack opening and balted at the
waist with a pendant falling to the hem. Her laft hand rasts
on har hip and the right hand on a tau-shaped walking stick.
She has low haeelad pointed shoaes on her out-turned feet, and
below is a crudaly carved and damagad triskala in false
relief, Above her head in the gable is the remains of an
equal armed cross. She is Xnown locally as "the #Abbaess”
(Hickey 19747 Hunt 1974, 206).

Dims? H 145 W 42 T 16 cm.

Grave slab (Fig. 5B:2) ?17th Cant.

Standing beside the north wall of the gravevard is portion
of a large tapering limestone slab with chamfered edges. It
is dacorated in raelief with a simple cross shaft on a
Pyramidal shaped base.
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Dims: H 188 W B39-81 T 12 cm.

Grava slab. Date uncartain.

In the north-waest cornaer of the gravevard, a small slaty slab
with a Latin cross incised within a circle standing on a
steppad basa. 718th cant.

12. HOSPITAL OF S5T. MARY MAGDALEN

Oengus Mac Gillabain, airchinnech of a hospital at Kells
is mentioned in a charter of 1117-22, and subsaquently tharae
was a hospital here dadicated to St. Mary Magdalen but
nothing is Known of its history (GuWwynn and Hadcock 19vea,
351>, The hospital appaars to hava been located north of tha
town in the townland of Towunparks immadiately north-east of
Maudl in 8ridge. 0O'Connell (1939, 23) has suggested that the
site of thae early monastery of Ath-da-laarg was near haerae.
Houwevar, it is difficult to bae cartain.

13. MISCELLAMNEQUS

Holy» uell. -
Dadicated to St. Columba and situated in low=-lying ground
south-west of the toun. Accass i3 via marrow lana for about
Quarter of a mila. There are no particular features of any
interest except for a small modern corballed stone structura
which has baen built over the well, It is considered by
O'Connell (1960, 20> to hava bean the waell of St. Mary's
Abbey and a place of pilgrimagae.

Ringfort.
According to O'Connaell (19589, 24) thare was a ringfort in
Headford demesne, but much loweraed and lavelled. Not visited.

Cist Burials,

According to Waddell (1978, 127) three cists (7?Bronze Age)
uare found at Kalls not later than 1890-31. Their pracise
find location is unclear,

14, LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. Stone axehead. From Kalls, Co. Meath, Cat., Day Coll.
(1913), B: lot 23.

2. Polished stonea axehead. From Kells, Co. Maath. NMI 1939
9B. See Jrl, Roy. Soc. Antiqs, lraland 91 ¢1961), B9.
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3. Copper dagger. From Kaells, Co. Meath. Cat. Day Coll.
{1913), 37! lot 2E8.

q,. Bronze axehead of Killaha type (Harbison 196%9a, 27V: No.
579). From Kells, Co. Maath. British Musaeum, Londoni W.G
1532,

%, Bronze halberd of Breaghuy type (Harbison 1968b, 46: No.
39@). From Kells, Co. Meath., British PMuseum, London: W.G.
1398, :

6. Bronza flanged axehead. From wvicinity of Kalls, Co.
. Meath, rMMT 1959:96. See Jrl. Roy. Soc. Antiqs. Ireland 91
(18861, 77. )

7-2. Tuo bronze ribbed Kite-shaped spaarhaads. From Kalls.,
Co. Maath. Cat. Day Coll. ¢1913), 46 lots 3249-93.

9. Bronze sockatad axehead. From Kaells, Co. Maath. 1844,
Ulster Musaum!: 391:1937. Sse Jrl. 0Old Athlona Soc. { No. S
(1978)>, 48.

1@. Socketed bronze axaeahead. Found near Kells <(?Co. Maath).
MMI f19@1:1,

11-12. Two bronze socketad axes from Kalls, Co. Maath.
British Museum Londen! W.G. 13961, 1394,

13. Bronze socKetad daggar. From Kells, (?Co. Maath), British
Museum London: W.G5. 16@28. Sae Evans (881, 207: Fig. 244.

14, Bronze safety-pin fibula of La Tene tyvpe (Raftery 1983,
143). From Kells, Co. Maath, British Musaum London?
18808.8~2.131.

19, Bronza cruciform mount. From Kells, Co. Maath. Cat. Day
Coll. <¢1913), I8: lot 397. ?= British Musaum London:
1923.11-10.

16, Bronze stick-pin of squared-spatulate tyvpa (Pryor 1876,
No. 71). Found near Kaells, Co. Maath., 1853. Roval Ontario
Musaum, Toeronto! Sturge (aex-Bataman collection)> 91B.33.49.

1?7. Bronze stick-pin of noen-functional Kidney-ringed 1type
(Pryor 1976, No. 1@8). From Kells, Coc. Meath 1B45. Roval
Ontario Musaum, Toronto:!: Sturge f{ex-Bateman collectioen?,
218,33.30.

18, Bronzae boul-1iKe objact. From Kaells, Co., Mgath. NMl 1968:
592. See Jrl. Roy. Soc. Antias. lreland 82 (13962), l62.

13. Brass saal matrix. From Kaells, Co. Maath. British Museum
London 1B62.3-1.1.
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ARCHAECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

The Problems

The importanca of Kalls for archaeological research is
that it was an important monastic sita prior to the Coming of
the Mormans and it affords the opportunity of discovaring
khat the monastery was lika in addition to aexamining tha
transition from monastery to town. Accordingly tha initial
vaars of its growth from the ninth until the thirteanth
centuries are particularly important.

The street pattern has probably remainad intact sincae
the Middle Ages but the nature of the road surface at various
pariods is not Known. Indeaed streets should be examined if at
all possible because thay also parmit the results of
excavations on one side of a street to be linked with those
on the other., This anables tha raeconstruction of antire
streetscapes in the manner Which has proved so succaessful at
MNovgorod.

Nothing is Known of tha form or size of pre-sevanteenth
cantury housing in the town. It is important to kKnow what
sort of buildings the medieval inhabitants of Xells 1livad in
and how thesa changed through time. 1t is only when housas
have been found that assdssmants can be made of thae impact of
native Irish, British and continantal building taechniquaes on
Athboy's craftsmen. A great daeal of information about changaes
in building methods and fashions can also bae darived from
stratified sites in which tha remains of successiva housas
are preserved,

The course of the toun dafences outlinaed abova needs to
be checked by excavation to determina whether it .is correct
or not, and much raemains to be discovered about the periods
of construction, the variations in building, the forms of
mural towers and gatehouses, and the axtaent of thae toun
fossa.

1t is unlixkely that +the opportunity will arise to
excavate on the site of the parish church of St., Columba Dbut
it is claar that the monastic complex axtanded considaerably
bevond the present churchrard in Early Christian times. 1t is
also worthkhile racalling that our Knowledge of the form,
size and character of this church is confined to its tomer
and there are almost certainly foundations of pre-Norman
churcheas in its vicinity.

There is an almost +total lack of information on the
nature of the Augustinian Priory and aven its location is not
praecisaly Known. The location of the tuwo hospitals can be
Plottad a littlae more accurataly but nothing is Known of
their form or lavout. Thae architectural featureas and axtant
are only one aspect of the archaeoclogy of raligous housaes,
howavaer, and the excavation of a medieval cemateary, such as
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that conducted at York, can provide otharwise wunobtainabla
evidence about health, disease, diet, and mortality rates.

Tha extent of sattlemant outsidae thae wWalls 1is unkKnown and
tha topographical growth outlined above needs to be checkad
by excawvation. The contrast batween buildings within wvarious
parts of the town at different pariods also raeamains +to be
discovered.

The group of stray finds indicate that the site was a
focus for human activity in prahistoric times and an
important archaaeological problem is tha determination of
exactly what forms this activity took and its date.

Archaeoloegical Potantial

Archaeology does not conmsist solaly of axcavation nor
dogs it stop at ground laeval. The archaeoclogical avidence for
Kells' past comprises all the physical raemains of man's
activities on the site of the town, from its first occupation
to the praesaent day. Thae surviving streat pattarn, property
boundarias and standing buildings constitute the uppermost
lavels of the archaeological stratigraphy, and all are
relevant to the study of the town's past. Documantary
evidenca also plays a role in reconstructing tha history of
aarly Kalls, but for the wide range of human activity omitted
from the wuritten accounts and for the aarly paeriocds without
documentation archagology is our only source of information.
The evidance of archaeclogy and topography, of architecture
and of documants . is complamantary? each gains from the
existence of the others and the unracorded destruction of ona
form of evidence not only removas part of a town's archiva
but also diminishes tha usefullnass of those which ara
preserved,

Tha survay of i{ts archaeology indicates that the sita of
the town has baeaen the scena of human activity in Prehistoric,
Early Historic and Madiasval timas. Both documentary sourcas
and the Xnown archaeological remains indicate that the toun
was occupied continuously from the ninth century into tha
post-madieval period. Most of tha touwn wall, gatahousaes.,
. mural +towars and the principal medieval buildings wuwere
demol ishad prior to 1886@. The only raemains uwhich survive
abova ground are the towar of &St. Columba's Church, St,
Columba's House, the round touwar, five high crosses, a mural
towar and a short stratch of the town wall. Howavar, although
the destruction of buildings above ground has beaen almost
total, the street pattarn of the madieval and post-medieval
tourn t$ largely intact. Archaaeological deposits are likKely to
exist over most of tha area of tha town and accordingly thaera
is the liKelihood of raecovaring house Ffoundations, raefuse
pits, industrial areas, and workshops.

ARCHAEOLOGBY, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
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It is evident from the foragoing that archasology is an
important means of laarning about Kells' past and of
undaerstanding the charactar and detailad form of the touwn
today. This is moraea than an academic pursuit, howaver .
because without an appreciation of the factors which have
shaped Athboy's presaent charactar, steps taken to consarve
that charactar will not be&e Wholly effactive, or worse,
featuras basic to its wunique identity may ba unwittingly
destrovad.

The protection of buried archaeological evidence presants
serious problems for not only is there the pressura of
redavelopmant and the high value of wurban propaerties with
which to contand, but the sites themselvas are oftaen
diffigult to defina or evaluate’ their full archaeological
potential may only bacome apparent uhen an excavation is
undartaken in advance of davelopment or by obsarvations makKe
while davelopment is in progress. St. Columba's House, tha
round tower and the crossas within the churchyard aenjoy
statutory protection as schaeduled National Monumants but
because of the difficulties of scheduling urban propertiaes,
othar sites within Kells are wunlikely to be given this
protaction. The Market Cross is under daily threat from
demalition by a Passing juggernaut and immediate stePs need
to be taken to safeguard it, such as makKing Cross Street a
pedestrian zone. The mural tower is one of a handful that
survive in Ireland and needs to be proparly protected and
maintained. Im short, a concaerted affort is neaded to
safeguard Kells' archaeological heritage and to ansure that
adequate provision is made for inuvestigation in advanca of
any redevalopment, This is bast achieved by use of planning
constraints and by conditions attachad to planning consants.

Area of Archagological Potential

The shaded portion of tha accomepanying map <(Fig. 212
delimits the area of archaeclogical potential Wwithin modarn
Kaells. In the absence of archaeclogical aexcavations littlae
can bae said of the saxtent and depth of archaeological
deposits. Tha construction of housing estates in recant
timas near Fair Graen has probably ramocved some
archaeological deposits but elsawharae thera is little
evidanca for modern disturbance. Accordingly, archaeological
deposits are likKely to exist ovar the area of tha wallaed
town, and outside it in Headfort Place and Climber Hall. This
araa is shaded pink on Fig. 21 and the axtant has baan
continuaed cutside the walls slightly in order to altow for a
Possible fosse.










MORNINGTON

Mornington is situated in east Maath on the estuary of
the rivar Bovne about 3 Km east of Drogheda. Until racently
tha hamlaet consisted of nothing more than a handful of housas
but new housing estates have been built bacause of its
proximity to Drogheda and suitability as a dormitory town. In
the Middle Ages it was Known as Villa Marinarii or
Mar inerstoun.

The settlement was a borough bafore 1233 (Sweetman
1875-86, {, No. 737). A description in that vyear shows that
it consistad of a church, a stone touwar, a mill, a fishery, a
harbour and some messuages suggasting that it was little more
than a villaga despite i{ts borough status (Mills and McEnary
1816, 8>. It was a manorial cantre and probably took its name
from Robart la Mariner who died before 1234 whan portion of
it was granted to the abbeay of Furnass in England (Mills and
McEnery 19168, 8). On the marriage of Matilda de Lacy the
manor want to the De Genaville family and from thaeam in {398
to the Cusacks. In the early fiftaenth century it passaed to
the Castlamartins and it was by marriagae to Joan
Castlelmartin that the manor cama into the hands of the
ldallaslay family c.!423 <(Ellison 1966, 315-6). Mornington
House, home of Haenry Draycott, was burmed by governmant
troops in 1642 but his library containing tha Ragistaers of
Llanthony and St. John the Baptist, Dublin, waere rescuad. Thea
Civil Survay ¢16834-86) records ona housea, soma small cabins
and a mill (Simington 13940, 3>,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

The only archaeological ramains consist of portion of the
medieval parish church.

ST. COLOMBA'S PARISH CHURCH

Little i3 known of the church from historical raecords but
it is avident from the Llanthony cartularies that it uwas held
by their house of Colpe and remained so until the Dissolution
of the Monasteries (Brooks 1933a, 24, 37-8, 823 Whita 1943,
314). Dopping's visitation racords that it wWwas unrepaired
gince 1641 (Ellison 1971, 36). There i3 no evidance that it
was evar used subsequeant to his tima.

The remains consist of the waest gable and portion of tha
south return, Thae gable is about 8 m high but is nou
complately ovaergroun with jvy. A sKetch of c.1828 shows a tuo
light belfry atop the gable with a single tall window in the
wall below (McCullan 1984,8)., The fragment of the south wall




is about 3 m high and has at least one 19th century grava
slab set into it. No pre-1700 mamorials are prasant.

South-wuast of the church is a uwell markKkaed as St. John's
well but thaere are no anclent features associated with it.

ARCHAEQLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Mornington, like Colp, is an example of a desertad
borough. The construction of housas south of tha church in
recent vears may have disturbed archaaeological deposits.
Immediataly east and waest of the church, however, thaers \is
little evidance of disturbanca. The location of the borough
suggests that it had a harbour, probably aast of the church,
and this areaa is quite important because archaeological
deposits hare would be waterlogged and organic material would
survive. The parlod of its desertion is not Known but from
tha historical evidenca tha thirteanth and - fourtaenth
centuries are liKely to ba the onas best raepraesented in the
archaaeclogical record.

Knowledge of tha nature of tha saettlemant in madiaval
times is scant. Was it marely a rural borough or did it hava
ganuina urban functions? MNothing is Known about domastic
duellings, streat pattern, dafancaes, or of thae settlamant's
extant. Nonetheless the archaeclogical data indicates that
the borough has bean the scenea of human activity in Early
Historic and Medieval times and in tha future archaasclogical
excavation is likKely to ba the principal means by which
additional Xnowledge is obtained. Tha borough is not undaer
direct threat from daevalopment at prasant but its proximity
to Drogheda means that it will come undar increasing Pressure
from devalopment as a dormitory <toun.

Area of Archaeclogical Potential

The shaded portion of tha accompanying map (Fig. 26)
dalimits the area of archaeological potaential. In the absenca
of diagnostic featuras this is based largaly on guesswork and
it is possibla that deposits may extand as far as Mornington
Farm) developmant {n the vicinity of this housa shoud be
monitored. In the absence of archasological axcavations
-nothing can ba said about the depth of archasoclogical
dapos its.
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MAVAN

Mavan is situated at the confluance of the Bowyvne and
Blackuatar on the main routeway between Dublin and Kalls. Tha
madieval town hugged the top of a triangular ridge
ovarlookKing the river junction. The ground drops staaply
along Watergate Street, on the north, and Ludlow Streat, on
the south, but westuwards alasng Trimgate Streat and Braws Hill
the drop iz much more gradual. The placename is derivad Ffrom
An Uaimh., "the cave".

Historical Background

The small group of prehistoric objacts Known from the
town suggest that it was frequentad during the Naolithic and
Bronza Age rerhars bacause of it: suitability as a fording
point. The riature aof this prehistoric activity raemains
unknouwn but there i3z nothing to suggest that there was a
sattlement here at any time. Perhaps the most significant
archaeological discowvaery from the toun is the rich ViKing-
burial dizcovered in !2438. Burials ara usually indicators of
settlemant and thiz find suggasts that furthar uWorKk may
uncouver ramains of +the VikKin3 periocd, perhaprs a rural
settlement site.

Mavan iz traditionally identified with MNuachongbail uhare
ar esarly menastery was astabliszhed by St, Fechin (Guynn and
Hadcock 197@., 2399, Although n3 referance to the monastary
czeurs in the Arnnals sr similar contemporary sourcas tha
likel ihood of its exiztence is supported by the foundation of
a house for Augustinian Cancons prior to the coming of thea
Mormans (Brookz 1932, 40>, Thisz monastary appears to bhave
bean subsaquantly patranized by Jacelin de Angule, to whom
Hugh de Lacy granted Mavan and Ardbraccan bafore 118368 (Orpan
1911-20, 84). De Angulo built a motta on an asKer ridge south
¢f tha Blackuater, and he or his son MWilliam was Pprobably
raespons ibla for the foundation of tha toun.

Nothing is kriowun of the early davalopment of the
Angle-MNorman town of Mavan and tha first <¢cleaar documantary
indication of it as a corporate borough is in 1462 <(Barry
1914, 28). Corporate chartars uware granted in 1494, 1603 and
16873 (Cogan 1BEB2, 223). A charter of Jamaes !l mada in 1689,
like his other Corporatiasn charters did not come into force
after thae Battle of the Bovnea.

In~ the Later Middle ARgas the toun was on the frontier of
the Pale and in 1339 it was plundered by C'Naill and
C'Donnall, Exposure +to attack was so0o graat that the
rparliamant of 1%42-3 anacted a charge of 33 4d on aevary

Ploughland in Meath and Westmaath in ordar to build the walls
of Navan.
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Only a summary description of tha town is provided by the
Civil Survey (1634-6) but it notes that thare uwera houses and
gardens betwean Fashing: Gate and Suwaynes Bridge, that there
wera properties on the north side of Cannon-row St., outside
West gate and others outside Dublin gate. Therae appear to
hava baeaaen 2 castles, 4 houses and one mill (Simington 1940,
222-3). ,

Thae hiszstory of the toun in the aighteaeanth cantury has
baen examirad by Ellison (1363, 48-91),

ARCHAECLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. STREETS AMND STREET PATTERN

2. BURGAGE PLOTS AND PROPERTY BOUMDARIES
2. OOMESTIC HQUSES

4. MARKET PLACE

3. BRIODGE

€. MOTTE

7. TCWN DEFENCES

8. AUGUSTINIAMN PRIORY OF ST. MARY
8. MISCELLANEOUS

19. EXTRA-MURAL SITES

1}1. LIST OF STRAY FINOS

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERMN

The straeet pattarn of the madiaeval towun was assaentially
Y-shaped, and consisted of Trimgate Streaet, Ludlow Street and
Watergate Straeet. Naw Bridge and the streat leading *to¢ it
from Market Square are additions of more racant timas. In the
"sixteenth caentury Cannon Row wWwas built up and the Civil
Survey makKes it clear that by the mid-savanteenth cantury
streets uwere establ ished outside the gates on the north, waest
and south giving +the sztreet plan the charactaristically
linaar form which it has today. The construction of a link
road from the Kells road ta Trimgate Streaet (too raecent to
arpear Qp the O.S.map? has largely interruptad the madieval
pattarn uhile the construction of the new ring rocad on the
north side, linkKking Kells Road with Droghaeda Road <{also too
racent to appear on the C.3. map’), has cut through tha site
of the Augustinian priory and considarably altared the
appearance of thae streats;cape in Watergate Straat.

2. BURGAGE PLOTS AND FROFERTY BOUNDARIES

~ The area of the medieval town (s characterised by 2
largely intact burgage rlot pattearn. Thae plots are almost all
ocf thae long burgage variety with the house fronting onto the
street and the Property axtanding to the touwn wall on the
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rear. A faature of the towun is tha large number of narrow
laneways which run off the Watergate and Trimgate Streets and
some of their names may well date from the madiaval pariod.,
@.9. CappocK's Lana, Gaunche's Lanae. On a long burgage plot
the houses were usually sat Wwith their long axis
perpendicular t2 the =ztreet and access was accordingly wvia
side lane., Thesa lanes may uell ba +the remnant of such a
pattern which finds clese parallels at Clonmal and Kilkenny.

Anothar featura of the tcwn was a larga number of Walls
mest of which have nsw been covared over or are disusaed., An
cpen example is that called *“Tocbarorum® off Ludlow Street
which has been 3iven & modern covar although it is obviocusly
unuszed because the uwater iz stagnant, Other waells ara Knouwn
te have begn in use in Gas Lane, Convent Lane., and Christy
Lee's wall immediately opposite St. Mary's Church in Church
Hill. Immediately undermneath the bottom stap at the rear of
Kavanagh's Public House in Trimgate Streat was a spring waell
wuhich has bean covergd in < information from tha ouwnar).

3. DOCMESTIC HOUSES

Nona of tha houses in the town exhibit any surviving
mediaval structural featuras such as high sables or dacoratad
windows. These are all heavily plastered and may conceal
earlier remains underneath. Indead the veary fact that most
adhere t0o a burgaga plot width would suggast that some must
retain the fsundaticns of maediaval houses. On the waest side
of Watergate Street the houses have large cellars which one
owner said was wvaulted whila another house has an oven. The
date of thece features is unknown, howevar.

The only remnant of & rPre-1780 house is a plaque from the
c¢ld Tholsal now set irto tha courthousa. It bears an
inzciption in roeman lettaers:

EDMUND MAMINGE LIAS CVERSEER OF THIS WORK IN THE YEAR OF
OUR LORD 1832. ON LHQZE SOUL THE LORD HAVE MERCY

4. MARKET PLACE

The town charters of !€0% and 1879 refar to markKaets and
fairs and there is little doubt that tha importanca of the
town in tha medieval pariod rested on its fuction as the
market place for its hinterland. The madieval markKet Frlace
Wwas located at the junction of the madieval straeaets in what
was later Known as Markat Sjquarae. It was of triangular form
l1iKe those at Thurlaes and Fethard., Co. Tipparary.

The remnants of a markKaet cross of c.1383 arae now
presarvaed in tha National Museum of Ilreland (No. X1839). The
material is dark gray limastona from Colp., It is a shaft
fragmant almost squara in saectton and decorated in false




relief, with a tenon on top and a small hola in the basa.
Decorationt
Sida 1! shiaeld with the Mangle arms <(guartarly, first and
third grand-quarter countar quartarad, azurae thraea fusils
conjoinad in fess or) and DOowdall arms (gules a faess baetuwaen
five martlets argent) impaling Harbert (par pala azure and
gules three ljons rampant arzent a border zobony of tha last
and sable and a cinquafoil in chiaf pierced of tha sacond).
Side 2! inscription only: thae first twoc lattars araq shapad
lixe an hour glass and wraath.
Sida 3! female figure dressed in Elizabethan fashion.
Sidae 4! figure in a loin cloth lying sidewayrs hoalding an
hour-glass’? three circular objacts, possibly inteandad as
skulls and a winzaed head.
Inscription in Roman lettars on three faces in ralief!
FANGL, ANMD HAR.BART.” .. PESOT. I Q. SVLINVYS., DEANGVLO.
THE FIRST. BARRON OF. THE MNOVAMN.” F (...} IS/ S (...3 IS
=’ {...7 GIVEN.” HIM BY SIR.- HUGHE/ OE LACIE PHILS L
PPYS M., AIGQVAMDOD- BARC DE./ MOVAMN FO/ RVM ACY NVNOINA ./,
¥ing 1934, 109-110.

S. BRIDGES

The early importance of Navan was largely due to its

situation controlling the <¢crossing of thea Bovne and
Blackwater. In the Middle Ages, howavar, thare would appear
to harve bean only ona bridae, Pollboy Bridgea on thea

Rlackwater, The crossing of tha Boyne would appaar to havae
been made at Kilcarmne one mile south of thae touwn. It is not
certain when MNew Bridge uwas added. It is shown on the map by
Thomas Williams of 1756 (Connall ]1897E, B) &and was ‘probably
constructed in the early eightaenth centur:;.

€. MOTTE

The Song of Dearmot and the Earl provides the information
that Jocelyn de Anguloc uwas sranted the manors of MNavan and
Ardbraccan by Hugh de Lacy. The date of this grant is unknown
but from the content of the Song, it is unlikely to havae baen
much later than 11768. The manor appears to have raemainad in
the hands of Jocelyn's dgscandants until the aixtaanth
century whan the family name had changed to¢ NMNangle <{(Hogan
1878, 295), The mound was vicited by Gabriel Berangaer in 1779
and he portrays it encirclad by its ditch (Ellison 1963, 459).

The motte is situated about onae mile wWwest of the town on
a high natural rise affording superb views in all directions.
It has beaen sevaerely dug into on the south side and partially
lavalled to provide playground facilities for St. Patrick's
Classical School. The mound is conical with a diameter of
about 45 m at the base. The top is flat and measuraes 18.3
north-south by 14.8 m sast-west., The height iz about 168.3 m.



A deap ditch 6.5 m wide is cut into the natural fall of the
ground on the south-west, west and north sides. A flat arga
on the north, 11.4 By 11.2 m. may have bean used as a small
baileys it is daescribed by Moore (1893, S7r as lune-shapad.
Below this to the north-uweszt is a sloping platform. 30.86 m
north-south, which may also have bgan utjilizad.

There iz a traditionm of a well immaediately to tha south
of tha motta but its site row forms part of a football pitch.

7. TOWN DEFEMCES

The tradi*tion current among local historians that Hugh de
Lacy walled the town (Moore 1893, 58> may ba dismissed on the
grounds that de Lacy uwas dead baforae tha town Was
establishad. The earliest referances t0 murage occur in the
mid-fifteaeanth century. In (462 the Irish parliament ordainad
that Mavan could continue to collact the murage customs which
had been levied during the reiszn of Henry VI ¢(1422-6l1) (Berry
1914, 28). After the sack of the toun in 1539 monies ware
raiced to raefortify the walls. This would not appear to have
bean substantial, howewver, btecause in 1998 Navan was grouped
with Duleek among the mariet touns as opposed to the Wwalled
towns of Meath (Hogan 1378, T ). As with othar Irish touwns
the eighteenth centur, waz tha paricod which witnessed tha
removal of tha gates and thae demclition of much of the wall.
Cublin Gate was widenad in 1786 and Water Gatae in 1788
‘Ellison 1963, 46). Houwever it uwas not all dastruction, An
inscription in Trimgate Streat statas!

THIS PAFT OF THE TOWN WALL REBUILT APRIL 19TH 173E.

The walled town ‘enclosed an ovaloid area 320 by 27 m,
covering an area of absut 9.2 hgctarges <13 acres, with a
circumfaerance of about 200 m. As in many other lrish touns
tthere is no awidence for a riwvar wall. The wall circuit
described baelow is recoristructed on the basis of surviving
fragmants and placgname avidance. I%* should ba noted that it
diffars from Moorae's (12392, $8) and that shouwn by Connall
(1978, 6 on William's map of 1736,

Dascription (Fig. 297

Tha linae of the wall cn the south side of tha touwn
coincided with the lcng bosundary wall formad by the burgage
Plots on the south side cf Trimgate Streat, DUBLIN GATE uas
the only gate in this stretch of wall and it was locataed at
the foot of Ludlow Street. The wall appears to have cut
through +the grounds of the praesant Catholic church to
Tr imgate Straet where TRIM GATE was locatad. A section of the
wall appears to form part of O'Rgilly's Public House whare it
is at present hidden by bgauty board. On the west side of the
town the wall followaed the long proparty boundary northuWards
for about 275 m as far as Barrack Lane, where it turned to




tha east crossing Watargate Straeaet at WATER GATE and thaence
to the Bovna.

Tha only visible saction of the wall iz located on the
north side, in the Urban District Council vard at Barrack
Lane. This consists of a stretch of wWall !5 m long with the
remains of a semi-Circular bastion at its west end (Fig. 28!
it is partly obscured by modaern szheds. The thicknaess of +the
wall and bastion is about 20cm and it rises to a height of
5.3 m., Thae masonry is of coursaed limestona with a rubble
cora, The uprer half of the towar and the wall are partly
reconstructad and the town wall is bondaed to the towar at the
basa but not at tha top. The diffarence in ground lavel
between the inszide and the ou{sida of the wall is 3 m.

On the south side of the town, a short saction of wall
north of the parish housa may have a madiaval base and thae
raturn of the west wall may be buried in the west wall of tha
Parish Community Centre. On the north side of Trimgate St.
the aast wall of Dunnes storas may be thae town wall. Tharae
has baeen a large amount of raedavalopemant here Wwith the
construction of a neuw road and car-parks but thare is a
saction of wall bordaring tha Quinnsworth complex on the east
which is S5@-6@ cm thickKk and is possibly a reamnant of the west
wall. On the east side of Watergata Streat a short saction of
the wall appears to be embedded in tha Chinese TakKe-away. 1t
is about 1 m wide and has two splayed opanings, perhaps arrou
loops.

2, AUGUSTIMIAN PRIORY OF ST. MARY

This abbay was eaesztablished before the <coming of the
Marmans but the precize date of its focundation is unclear. In
the Later Middle Ages it was the cenitre of an important
shrina to Our Lady. In 1453 & plenary indulgenca was granted
for the repair and upkKeap of the buildings (Guwynn and hadcock
197a, 19@). At thae Diszoluticn in 1354@ the Jjurors reportad
that the abbay c¢hurch had bean parochial from tima
immamorial, a feature which axplains thae absenca of a parish
church within the mediaval town.

Tha abbey was located on thae north side of the touwn
betuween thae town wall and the Blackuwater. All trace of the
abbey is gone and the only indicators of its formar axistance
are a small number of placenames such as Abbeyvilla and Abbay
Street. An imprassion of its overall appearancae can be guagad
from the invantory of 13540 which states that it occupied a
fortifled site in the angle formad by the confluance of the
Blackuater and tha Boyne with a castle or <forified housae
called Newcastlqe but that the houses and othar buildings
within the site or manor were in ruins (Ellison 1963, 33). It
would appear +From +this that the monastery had 1its oun
pracinct wall.
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Aftar the Dissolution the Abbey passad into tha hands of
John Wakaely. In 13932 he had a laase of propearty within the
Abbey including a housa and othar buildings, 3 watermillsi: and
a salmon weir f{(HickKay 1374, 4, 7)., The Visitations of
Montgomery in 1619 and Usshar in 1622 describe the church as
in good raepair (Ellizon 19683, 34). The Visitation Book of
Bishop Dorping ¢ 1EE2-5), hkouevar, notes that +tha nave and
chancael were in ruing sinca {641 <(Ellison 137va, 10>,
Subszequently a military barracks was built on the site.
Copping in !6893 (Ellizon 1383, 34-%) and Archdall in 1786
note many gravestones in the churchvard including szoma with
figure sculpture and Cogan (18682, 224-9) savys that theg
effigial slab of a bizhcp was present. This is now at 3St,
Erc's Hermitage, Slane.

Kellw (1382-2, 20, 84 rote 7?) notes that during the
construction of a sewer human bones and a fragment of a large
orange post-medieval tile weraea discovared on tha site. In
the course of this szurvey Mrs O0'Connor, now living in the
Barracks, informed us of zevaral burials going underneath the
backKk wall of her gardan.

Ore pessible ramnant of the Abbaey precinct is a wall
immadiataly north ocf the towun wall running parallel to thaea
BlacKwater aloeng the north zide of St. Ultan's Tarrace. It is
built partially on rock-outcrop and it could have sarved as
an anclosing wall of the abbey. In the course of constucting
the new ring road two walls which run at right angles
northwards frcm this wall were breachaed and some fragmants of
madieval mouldingz were uncovared.

Architectural Fragments

. Olivar Flunkett. Nos. 2-4 are
kool All are of !imastone. Thay
road Wwidening in racent vears.

Mo, 1 is in the church of 3
in St Patricx's Classzical =
were found in the coursze of

1. Niche with intarlaced f:-:al with very alaborate cusps.
Dims: H.30 .26 ©°. 9

2. Door spandre! decoratzd with a whae! of 6 divisions and a
thraae lobed daesign anclc:zed by a circla.
Oims:. H,B! W.42 r[D.23

3. Cusped ogea-headed :pardral! fragment of a twin light
Window with decoration in falsze relief on both facaes. Ona
side has encircled cusped %riskeles and the othar is divided
longitudinally and has triangular spandrels with a 6 petallad
flowar™in a circle.

Dimg: H.37 W.36 D.20

4. Rectangular fragment with a boxed cgeae-headed des ign found
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recently and now in privatae hands.
Monumants

A fragmantary saventaenth century limestone grave slab in 3
pieces is also praszservad in Zt. Patrick's Classical School.
The top had a scroll mouldins and tha incisead lettars 'HERE
UN.,. . ISE, ~ . FETH .. AVE'.

Dimg: H.13 W.12 Q.12 cm

Missing Mormument:z

The follzuin3 monuments were in tha church in the late
saventeenth cantury when tha inscriptions were transcribed by
Bishop Dopping <(see Jrl Assocc. Presarvation Mams. Dead
Ireland ! < 1888-381)>, 461-3; 2 {1832-4)>, 174-8>.

1 Pulpit l48@,

Basal inscription: ORATE PRO ANIMABUS RIPPERI/ SMYTH ET
CATHERIMAE. GAROVAMN UXORIS EJUS. QUL HOC FIERI FECERUNT AN.
CNI..” 149@',

2 PatrickKk Manning and Anne Traves 1616.

This was in the nave. Inzcriptiont EOMOND MAMNNING DF Yer
MNOVAMN AMND MARGRET HIS WIFE CAUSED THIS MONUMENT. TO BE MADE
IN MEMORY OF. PATRICK MAMMIMNG AMND HIS., WIFE ANME TRAVES
(FATHER.” AND MOTHER TO Sd4 EDMOND) AND MARY WARREMN HIS FIRST/
WIFE , WHO ARE BURIED. TRDIWRDZE Ye PULPIT. PATRICK MANNING AND
H!1S WIFE LIVED. TOGETHER 20 YEARS IM JOYFULL.. AMND HAPPY STATE
AND.” CHAMGED THEIR LIVES, VI!ZI., PATRICK Ye 13t OF JANUARY.
1597, HIS WIFE AMNE TREAVES. Ye 17 MARCH 1E11, MARY WARREN
FIRST WIFE OF ya Sd/ EDMUMD Ya 13 OF Tbr 1813/ GOOD AND
CHARITABLE READER. PRAY FOR Ym AND THEYR.. POSTERITY, Yt GOD
RECEIVE~ Ym AMD EVERY OF Ym TO Ye JOYS OF BLISS. AMEMN .~/ Ye 18
FEB 1E16

3 John Maw and Alicia White.

In the side chapal: RIC JACET VEMERABILIS VIR JOHES MAW,
HUJUS CAPELL FUMDATDR, ET ALLICIA WHITE UXOR EJUS CUM EORUM
GERMIMNE , QUORUM AIABUS PROPITIETUR DEUS.

4 John Wlaxkely anmd Maud Hank:ora.

In tha upper chapel:! HIC JRCET VEMERABILIS VIR, JOHES WAKELY,
ARMIGER, ET.~ CATERIMA RAWSON UXOR EJUS, - QUORUM AlABUS
FROPITIETUR DEUS OBILIT 29 r AN 0! (57@/ EGO THOMAS WAKELY ET
MAUD HAMNKORE HOC FIERI./ FECERUNT'.

% Johm and Johanna Nargla.

In the-middle of the choir at the foot of the arch: JDHES HIC
JACET NANGLE SUB MARMORE, QUI IN SUDDRE SU0~ VESCEBATUR FAMNE
DEBITO PROTOPLASTI CUM JOHANMNA MNANGLE ECRUMGUE GERMINE, aul
QUIEVEREUNT PQST QCCASUM SUB.




9. MISCELLANEOUS

Font A. Early 13th cent.

lLimestonae. Qctagonal limestone font in St. Mary's (C. of 1.).
Circular baszin with straight sidesz, a flat bottom and central
drainage hola. The lowar part of +the basin has chamfereaed
panels and it sits on a modern shaft which in turns rests on
the original splavyed octagonal base. Two heater shapad
shialds are on opposing panels of the basin; ona has the arms
of Christ with an added incised inscription? IN HOC SIGND
VINMCES 1716. The othar zide has the. arms of the Butlaears and
Roe {1968, 89-91> datas it to the a@arliar part of the
fifteenth cantury and considers that it was a 3ift from Jamas
Butler, 4th Ear! of COrmonda, to the Aygustinianm Housa of tha
Blessed Virgin.

Dims: H. ? Diam. of basin 58.3 D of basin 17.7 cm

Foent. B. Date uricertain,.

™is was recently praeszented to tha National Museaum of
Ireland by M G. Keenan, Abbeyland, Navan. Reg. No. 1377, 7 .
Traditionally it is s3aid to have coma from the St. Mary's
Abbey . Dctagonal font wWith a side drainage hole. Thae material
is a sadimentary rockX, one half of wuhich i{s misssing. It is
very roughly finished exterrally. (See Kaelly 1332-3, 84 note
12

Dims: H.29 Ext. Ciam, 40, lnt. Diam. 2! D. of basin 23 cm

Piscina. Date uncertain.

Embedded in *he uwall of an upstairs room of Mrs O'Connor’'s
house. The building is part of the Barracks which ware built
orn the site of St. Mary's Abbey and the rocm in which it is
located is ceornzidered to have been an c¢ratory. The piscina is
circular, carved ¢f zandstocne and aexternally tta bouwl is
decocrated with a tyra of stiff-leaf acanthus. Tha stam is
also circular and thera are the remains of a flutad flared
stem. One side is worn.

Cimst H. 32 W. 24

Cross fragment. Early 16tk cant.

Fossiliferous limastcne. Cemantad inte a partially buriad
base on tha south side of St.Mary's Church (C. ef 1.,
Decorated in relief. Tuo facas hava figure sculpture? the
others two have mouldinss. Onae face has an acclesiastic.,
waearing an alb, dalmatic arid chasuble? he appears to beg
giving a blasszing with his right hand. The othar facea has a
depiction of St, Catherina, croswnad and holding a suord.
Cims. H.82 W.34 0.20@ cm

King 1984, 112-13

Gata plaque. 1589 [Missingl.
Ellison (1963, 38> quoting Lodge's Pegrage notaes an
inscription on a gsateway eracted by Martim and Alisomn MNangla
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in 1589.

10, EXTRA-MURAL SITES

Suburbs

1t is evident from the Civil Survay that suburbs axisted on
+ha northarn, western and szouthern approachas to the touwn in
16%9 (Simington i949@>, The Dissoclution documants of St.
Marw 's Abbey indica*e *hat & suburb had already formed in
Cannon Rou on the west zide by 1340 (Lhita 1343).

Atk lumner Mancrial Villagze *‘Fig. 387 Pl. 220. ;

Abrut ona mile zouth-east of Navan and gradually baing
encroached on by *he expanding town is a complax of
archaeological remains including a soutarrain, a motte, a
fiftaenth cantury touer housa Wwith a larga sgvantaaenth
cantury additien, and a maediaval parish church with
menumants. !n addition the Civil Survey records a water mill,
a tuck mil!l, two fishing uweirs, and tWwo opaen dquarriaes
tSimington 1948, E2).

11, LIST OF STRAY FIMRS

1. Stone axaehead. From MNMavan, Co. Maath. British Musaum.,
London® 12831.7-17.2

2. Stona axehe;d. From Mavan, Co. Meath. MMI 1332:36041 (Dept.
0% Education Rep. MMI 1331-2, 11).

2, Bronza palztave. From Mavan, Co. Meath, MMI 1937:3E7E.

4, Bronza spearhaad. From Mavan, Co. Maath. British PMusaum
1881.7-17.12.

%, Bronza chisal. Froem NMavan, Co. Meath. Nl 13968: 256
{Ex -Sal isbury Musaum, 2.267), Saa Ulster Jrl. Archaeol. =]
1942y, 131.

€. Roman coin of Faustina (1€E1-173 AD).From Navan, Co. Meath,.
MMI. See Batazon 1973, 52.

7. Roman figurine. Fcund in river Boyne, near Navan, Co.
Meath., rM] P752.

2. Gravagoods from Yiking burial, Thase included savan
dacorated gilt-bronza plates, a bronze bridla bit, a harness
plate, small bronze buttons, iron rings platad with bronza.
Found in railway cuttings at MNavan Station <(adjoining river
Boyne), Co. Maath, 1848. NMI W.338-64s LX.215 (p.92). Sea
Wilde 18%7, S72-5, 6@5-6, €117 Mahr and Raftery 1932-41, 136
and Pl1., 23; Boe 13249, 76.
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3, Stona crucible. Found in river BlacKuwater rnear Navan, Co.
Mesath. NMI R44E,

18, Bronze pin and four (7)) bomne pPins. From MNavan, Co. Mgath.
British Museum London, 1251.7-17.7V,.13-16.

11-13, Bronze rinsed pin arnd two bronze stick pins. From near
Mavan, Co. Meath, 1322, Rcyral Ontarico Musaum 918,33.91 {Pryor
1976, V4: tMos. €, 44, 73>,

14, Hoard of 474 ¢ilvar cocins, the latest baing of Charlaes I

Y1643, Found in a blackylazed vessal at Abbavland, Navan,

Co, Meath, 13221. MMI 192!':E. %See Jrl Roy. Soc. Antigs.
1732 Antiqs. Jrl. 1 C1321), 341.

lreland S1 C19221>, 78,

15, Iron basket-hilted zuwocrd. Said to have baen found in a
burial zround at Mavan, Co. Maath., NMI Lx.13.

ARCHAECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AMND POTENTIAL

The Problems

The importance of Mavan for archaeclogical research is
that. likKa Athboy it is a 500d axample of a small madieval
market toun. Larger towns, zuch as DOrogheda and Dublin, hava
been the subject of detailed archaesoclogical and historical
research but little is Kncwn of the smaller more trpical
towrz. It iz alzo anm early axample cf an Anglo-Norman town
and i*s lacation appearsz to have baen daliberately chosan
althouzh it is net clear why. The exiztance of a moriastary
here prior *a2 the coming ¥ the lMormanz may Have influenced
tha choice cf site, but this is rat certain. Thera is the
pozzibility, houever , = f axamining tha transition from
pra-Morman monastery yo An3zlo-Norman touwn, Acssrdingly tha
initial wears of its 3rcuth during the twalfith and thirteaenth
centuries are particularly impcrtant, Thae ford was clearly a
faature of i{mportarce et nothing iz Known of the form, date
or zize O0f thae first bridse and its succassors.

The streat pattern has probably remainad intact sinca
the Middla Ages but the natura of tha road surfaca at various
periods is not Known. Indaad ztraeets should be axaminad if at
all vpossible because thery alsoe parmit’ the reasults of
excavations on one side of a street to be linked with thosa
orn the cthar. This enables: the reconstruction of entire
streatscapes in tha mannar which has provaed so succassful at
Mowgorod,

Nothing is Known of the form or size of pre-seventeanth
cantury housing in the town. It is important o0 Knos what
sort of buildings the madieval! inhabitants of MNavan lived in
and how these changed throush tima. It i3 only whan houseas
have bean found that assessiments can be made of the impact of
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native Irish, British and continental building taechniques on
Mavan's craftsmen. A great deal of information about <changas
in building methaoadz and fazhions can also ba darivad from
stratified zitaz in which thae remains of succassive houszas
are preseruad. : |

Mothing is Known about the nature of the buildings
associated with the motte nor iz the duration of itas
occupation clear.

The course of the *2un dafences ocutlined abova neads +to
ba checkad by ewcavation to datermine whethar it is corract
or not, and much remainz t¢ be diszcoverad about thae Periods
cf construction, the wariatisns in building, tha forms of
mural touers and gatehcuses ., and tha extant of tha town
foszse.

The site of St. Mary 'z Abbay i3 curraently being davaelopad
a2 part of 3 ring-rcad zcheme and a numbar of important
piecas of carved storie have bean racoverad. Tha opportunity
to examine this site hasz baeern pPassed up wunnecessarily and
much to the datriment cf archaeology. Mothing is Known of tha
layout and extent of this monastary and indead its pPracisae
location is not Knoun f&¢r cartain., If the opportunity again
arises to excavata on *he zita of this monastery it should ba
immadiately srazped. The architaectural faatures and axtent
are only cne aspect of *he arctaaology of raligous housaes.,
howavar, and the aexcavation of a madiaval cametaery, such as
that conductad at York, zan provide octherwisea uJnobtainable
avidenca about health, diz:zaze, diet, and mortality rates.
Zuch an oprortunity may arize at Navan mora readily than
elzewhere because the old morastic cemetery has baan
atandoned in favour of *te sravaerard at Church Hill on tha
zouth sida of the town. Azcording to Mrz Q'Connor burials
exizt at the Barracks zr *=& north side of Abbey Road and
k2 medieval camatary of the town.

The axtant of sattlemert gutsida tha walls on the north,
scuth and uwast is not =crzcisaely Known and thae contrast
betuaen buildings there ari trose within the wall is also
unkKnouwn at any pariod sri:- to 170@8. Indead tha data of the
davalopmant of thaese :zuturt: mneads to ba astablished.

Tha group of stray finZz indicate that tha site wWwas - a
focus for human activitw in praehistoric times and an
important archaeological rrroblam is the datermination of
exactly what forms thiz activity took and its datae.

The axpansicn of the tcwun is placing the sattlamant at
ﬁthlumpey undar thraeat and whila tha surviving remains
indicate that this was an important manorial caentre, tha
nhatura and aextent of the timber buildings that would havae
bean associated with this manor reamain unKmown.

Archaeological Potaential
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Archaeology does not consist so0laly of axcavation nor
does it stop at ground laevel. The archaeclogical avidence for
Navan's past comprisaes all the PpPhrsical raemains of man's
activities on the sita of the town, from its first occupation
to the presant day. The surviving streat pattarn, property
boundaries and standinsg buildings constitute tha upparmost
levels of the archaaclogical stratigraphy, and all arg
relevant to the study of tha tcwn's past. Cocumantary
evidence also rplays a role in raconstructing the history of
early Navan, but for the Wwide range of human activity omitted
from the writtern accounts and for the early periods without
documentatian archaeolozy is our only sourca of information.
The ewidence of archaeocloe3y and topography, of architectura
and of documents . is corplementary? each gains from tha
existence of the others and the unrecorded dastruction of one
form of ewidence not cnly removes part of a town's archiva
but alse diminizhes the usefullnassz of those which ara
Fresarved.

The survey of its archaeology indicates that the site of
the towun has beeri the scene of human activity in Prehistoric,
Early Histeric and Medieval times. Both documantary sources
and the Known archaeoloszical remains indicate that the toun
was accurpied continuausly from the twelfth century into the
post-madieval period. Most of tha town wall, szatehousas,
mural towers and the principal medieval buildings uare
demol ished prior to !808, The only remains which survive
above ground are a stretch of the toun uwall including a mural
tower -and the motte, whila at Athlumney thare are the ramains
af a motte, church and stong castle. Howaver, although the
destruction of buildinss abowve ground has bean almoszt total,
the streaet patitern of tha medieval and post-madieval town is
largely intact., PArchaeoclogical depcsits are likaly to exist
aver a large area of the *oun and accorcdingly theare is tha
likel ihood of recovering house foundations, rafuse pits,
industrial areas, and workzhops.

ARCHAEOLOGY, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

It is evidant from the fcocragoing that archaaology is an
important means of learning about Navan's past and of
understanding the charactar and detailad form of the toun
today. This is mora thar an acadaemic pursuit, howavar,
because without an appreciation of the factors which hava
shaped MNavan's present charactar, steps taKen to consarwvae
that character uwill not ba wholly affective, or worse.,
featuraes basic to its unigue idantity may be wunwmittingly
dastroved.

The protaction of buried archasoclogical evidanca presants
sericus problaeams for not only 1is thera the pressure of
redavelopmant and the high valua of wurban properties with
which to contend, but the sites thamselves are oftan
difficult to’defino or evaluates their full archaeological
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potantial may only become apparent when an axcavation is
undartaken in advance of devalopmant or by obsarvations mada
uhile developmant is in progress. No structure uWwithin <the
town enjoys statutery protaction as a scheduled HNational
Monumant and because of the difficulties of scheduling urban
propertias, sites within Mavan are unl!ikaly to bae givean this
protection. Athlumney Castle, howavar , is a Mational
Monumant. It is important then, *hat a concerted effort
should be made to safeguard Mavan's archaeological heritage
and that adegquate provision is made for invastigation in
advance of any redevelopment. This i3 baszt achiavad by use of
planning constraintz and b+ conditions attached to Pplanning
conszents.

Area of Archaeclogical Potential

The shaded portion of tha accompanying map <(Fig. 27>
daelimits the area of archaeological potential within modarn
Navan. In the absencae of archaeological excavations little
can bhe said of tha extent and depth of_ archaeological
deposits. Observations of stratigraphy near the river Boyne,
howevar , indicated that no archaaoloegical levels survive
thare (Kally 1982-3, 92). Considarable disturbance to
archaeolagical levels has bean caused on the north sidaea of
Trimgate Street with the construction of a link-route to the
Xells Road and of a large shopping complex, while on the
north-west at nAbbay Road the site of 3t. Mary's HAbbery has
been cut throusgsh by tha new ring road. Elsewhare, hoWaver.
there is little avidance for modarn disturbance. Accordingly,
archaeological deposits are likely to aexist over the area of
the walled tcwn, and in Canron Row, Railuay Street, Brauws
Hill, Watergate Street ard Pollboy Street outsidsa it. This
area is shaded pink on Fig3. 27 and tha extaent has been
continued outsida the walls slightly in ordar to allow for a
poss ible fosse. An area iz dalimitad on tha north side of tha
BlacKwater because there may havae been a suburb hara in tha
savantaanth century.
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MNEWTOWN TR IM

Situated o2one mile down-river from Trim the raemains of
thics desartad barough are perchad dramatically basidae the
Bo:’ne. The size of the borough i3 not known but the axtant
remains indicate that the settlamant was on both sidas of the
rier.

A3 its name tuggests this was a naw foundation
deliberately fourided Ly Simon dea Rochford, bishop of Maath
td,1218) to ri'val Trim. There are neithar archaaological nor
wistor.ical indications fsr the presance of any sattlamant
here prior to the aarly thirtaenth cantury. The aarligst
direct menticon of the boroush i in 12873 (368 Report Daputy
Keeper Public Reccrds lreland, 27).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. BRIOGE

2. CATHEDRAL & AUGUSTIMIAM PRIORY OF SS., PETER & PAUL
3. PARISH CHURCH G

4, HOSPITAL PRICRY OF ST.JOHM THE BRPTIST

S. LIST oF STRAY FIMDES

[
.

ERIDGE

1t iz not clear why Da Rochford chose this site for his
cathedral but the fact trat it Was a fording point T8 3
certainly important, Part: sf the praesent four ~arched bridga
ara probably of pra-1700 cate.

2. CATHEDRAL & AUGUSTIMIAr PRIORY OF SS. PETER & PAUL.

In 1202 Bishop Simocn 2& Rochford obtained parmission from
tha papal legate to trarsfzr His cathadral from Clonard to
"the place then callad tevi-midia by Trim" (Gueynn and Hadcoek
1978, 97). About the cameg tima he Ffounded the prisry and
thair church uWas uszed as *the cathedral. In 1255 Hugh de
Tachmon, bishop slact of Mgath, was given licgnce to build a
cathedral separata from tha priory but this was not built,
After thae DOilssolution ¢f the Monastaeries the monastery was
granted to Robart Dillon. In 1548 the jurors found that:

There were no¢ suparflucug bulldings save & certain

portion of tha church still standing’? this is suitable

for repairing the chancal of tha parish church of

Neutown by Tryme, a burden which falls on the King. One

part of the church, called the Crosse Church, was at tha

tima of tha dissolution asgigned by the Commissionars to



Francis Herbert for repairing the King's manor of
Portelaestar. Three rparts of tha cloister and the timbar
and roaof of tha chambar called the Pryors Chamber were
sold by the Commizsioers to Thomas Agar, price not
Known. Tha site., viz., a hall and othar buildings with a
gardan and an orchard adjacent, cont. 3 acr., are leased
tc the farmer Wwith tha demense lands and ara usorth
nsthing above rapairsz.” (White 1943, 2382)

T™is would account zuggest that the building was wusaead as a

quarry in tha later sixteenth cantury. Accordingly it is

remarkable that 0 much has survived.

Dezcription (Fige, 32, 24; Pl. Z23a)

The cathedral originally consisted of a naveée, chancal and
two transepts with fine ribbad wvaulting ovar the chancal.
Hcwever ., when the nave and transepts fall into disusq in tha
Latar Middle Agas, the nave was shortenad by about 8@ ft and
the present west wall was built, 50 that +the tha original
church was much longar than tha present onae. According to
Killanin & Duignan ¢ 1967, 442) the cathedral was destroyed by
fire and the nave-aizlez and transapts warae nevar raebuilt.
The ruins represant the choir and a short portion of the nava
of the de Rochfort chiurch (s3se Callary 1921).

The cathedral corsists today of a single aisled building
of evenlsy coursad limestone. Tha irnterior had sandstone
mauldings on the pointed lancet windows and  sandstone was
also used for the string ceurse which ran the full langth of
the church at arcade lavel from tha aast wall anglas. The
foliated capitals and ribbed vaulting in the nave ware also
of carndztone az: was the tus-seater round headed sadilia in
the south wall of the chancal. The east wall stands almost to
itz origimal height Sut there iz a large hole in tha wall and
only tracaes of the criginal lancet windcws survive on the
couth side., Short len3ths of the raturnsz of the north and
south walls remain at thae east end and there are two painted
lancets in the north wall and ona in thae scouth wall. A corbal
decorated with an angel is praesent in the north wall. Tha
middle sections of the north and south walls are now no morae
than ! m high although at the waest and thaere ara short
langths, almost at thair orisinal heights, which show that
the nave had a clerastory and triforjum wWwith wall walk at
both levals. The weest wall has a pointad arched door uwith a
rectangular flat-arched window and hood meulding abovae.

South of +the cathedral are fragmants of the priory
buildings, including the moulded base of & fine 13th century
Chapter House door at a point, near a stile, whare the aast
Wwing of tha cloister stcod. South of this are the ruins of
the 13th century rafactory uwhich stands on an undarcroft.
This is a two storeyed structure although only tha south and
uest walls survive. The lower floor or undarcroft had a large
chimney with four widea pointed windows in tha south wall. The
uppar floor originally had six pointad windows with sandstona



mouldings which uwere subsequaently altered when the chimrnay on
tha lowar floor and tuo Windows in the wuppaer floor waras
blocked off and a twin-light cusped o3a@ae-headed wWindow
insartad into the east end of the wall. Anothar late windouw
was insarted in the centre of the wall and thera iz a door in
the south-wast angla. The waest wall had two long narrow
Wwindows at first floor level and twuwo smallaer orenings.

Morth-waest of this building is a three storeyred structura
of which the north and south walls survive but only tha
footings of the easzt and west walls. The ground floor - which
iz below present 3rocund level - has an oven and there was a
spiral stairs in the nor*hri-zast corner giving access to the
uppar floors. Tha scuth Kall has <tuwo splavgd ractangular
windouws on the first floor and a chimnay! thare is one
rectangular window in the mnorth wall.

Monumant

Effigy (Pl. 24b), Early 12th cant.

Set into & receass in the north wall of tha 'chancal. Badly
waatheraed yellow sandstonae coffin-shaped slab carved in high
relief with the figure of an ecclesiastic. He uwears a
chasuble and alb and the hands hold a crozier across tha
body. The head, which is missing, rastad on a cushion and tha
adges of the slab have foliate decoration. Thare are threa
small rosattes baside the head. Hunt (1874, 211) suggestad
that 1t may be the effizy of Simon de Rochfort,

Dims: H.148 W.52-22 =om

2. PARISH CHURCH {Fi3z. 33>

East of the cathaedral complax is & small parizhk church.
It is a single aisled ztructure, without divisions, of fairly
avéanly coursed limestsra. The zouth wall kas been partially
rebuilt and the north wall szurvives to a height of about 30
cm. Thaere are openinjzs in tha north and south walls and the
south doorway had sandstcne mouldings. Tha east uwall had one
Plain pointed windouw and a wall cupboard. Tha wast wall has
one splaved round archad window.

Architectural fragmants

Coronation arch (Pl. 24a). Mid-lata 15th cant,

This panel which Hunt (1974, 211) daescribes as +thes apex
of a niche-haad is on the outer s30uth wall of <the church.
Hunt is not cartain whether it is part of a canopiad tomb of
weastern tvpe or a doorway. The arch is decorataed with
crockets and there is the baeginning of a pinnacle at the
centre. Within the central spandrel there is a depiction of
the Coronation of the Virgin. There are two angels swinging
censors balow thair faet. On the outside face balow thea
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coronation there is a femalae head uith hair parted in tuo
plalts and tuwo large birds on either sida, their heads turned
inwards and their wWinss half opan. It would data to the mid

" or late fiftaenth century.

Carpital

Set ints the west wall internally is a small sandstona
capital with stiff leaf foliage.

Dimst: H, 20 W.23 D. 20 cm

Window mouldings. Late !3th.” eaarly lEth cent.
Mountad externally on the west wall are two limestone cuspad
windoew mouldings with recessad spandrels. :

Monuments
Lucas Dillon (Pl. 23b> 18tk cent.

This tomb consizts of a mansa with two effigies carved in
high relief resting on a tomb surround both of which are
carvaed in limestcne. Tha female effigy on the right hand side
is wearing a French hood and a decorated Kirtle under a locosa
gown and she has a romander hanging from the waist. The male
figure is wearing crnate Italian embossed armour and both
have their hands joimaed on their breasts. Their heads rast on
rectangular cuzhions. Tha north and south sidaes of the chest
are divided inta three rectangul ar sactions by
Renaiszsance-style pilastars which are fluted and cablaed. An
armorial shield is placed in each szection, thosa on the outar
panels of the twuo sides being of the sama siza and surroundad
by a zimilar border of strapuwcrk and 5Wags. The centre
Ppanels, which are wider than the others, baar largar shields
and more a2laboraxta borders? in addition to the strapwork and
tWags these panels alsc contain tha heads of putti over aach
shield and bunches of fruit in tha north arnd ribbons in the
south border. The coats of arms on the shialds are! S side W
panel:! Oillon impaling Bathe. Centre: Dillon. E pPanel:
ODillon impal ing Barnewall. M side W panal: Dillen impaling
Barnewall. Centre: Lillon impaling Sharl. E panel:® Barnawall
impaling Sharl. The west end of thae chest has a dapiction of
a family group at a laectarn. A motto above savs "Daus " and
*God"®. Thaere are taen figures in all: three Kneeling behind
the male figurae. and five behind the femala. Although there is
nothing nouw visibla on the sast and of the chast, Jocaelyn
(13973, 169) quecting Locdge gives an ingscription which hae
thinkKs may have been painted.

Dims! H,128 W.122 L.208 om

Shaft and basa. Date uncartain.
In the west and of tha church is an undecorated haexagonal
shaft set into a square base with chamfared upper adgaes and
bevelled corners. Perhaps a cross shaft.
Dims! Shaft? H.26 Diam. 30 cm

Base. H.22 W. %1 cm
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Holad stone. Data uncertain,

North-east of the abbeyw in the gravevard is & round
toppad limestone grave-marxer with a hole.
Dimg: H.49 W.3% D0.13 Dijam. of hale B cm.

4, HOSPITAL PRICQRY OF S€T. JCHM THE EAPTIST.

Although this houze iz not referred to until (281 it is
probable that its founder was Bizhop Simon da Rochford (Gurnn
and HadcackK?. In 14@2 an indulgernce was grantad for the
repair of the hospital :uggezting that rabuilding may hava
occurred about thiz time {(Swynn and Hadcock 137@, 21%). For a
general account zae Callary 13202.

The remains consist cf a church Wwith buildings on tha
north side surrounded by a bawn with a rasidential towar and
cornaer turreats,. Excavations wara carriad out wundaer the
directicn of M~ P, o, Sueatman in 1984 and these hava
cons iderably increased Knouwledgae of its building history.

The church seems to have bean a long single aislaed
structure althoush ¢nly *the east wall survives ralativaly
intazt. It has three z1im Fointad lancat wWwindows. Part of a
rood sc¢raen was receritly uncovared and there was a small
cacrizty on the rnorth, Thiz had three bays with pointaed

" arched wvaults and finely zu* pillarz and corbels. A small
round arched dcorway in the north wall of the sacristy
provided access to an extarnal porch and probably to a large
rectangular room on the east which appears to have baan
attached to the bawn uall.

The north range may hava been *hraa store;ad although
only one section survives to this height. Tha ground floor
consists of four round barrel vaulted chambers. The most
complete structure iz on the east &nd and it has a wall
cuPboard and latrinea in trhe narth wall, twe wWindows in tha
wast wall and cne splared window in tha east wall at groungdg
laval.

The bauwn wall is extant on the wast and north sides wWith
a short section on the south side and raecant axcavations havae
shown that the foundations cf the east wall are also prasant.
Tharae are turrats in tha north-sast and south-west angles
which have spiral stairs and prasumably provided access to a
wall walk. A large threa storayad 13th century residaencae
forms part of the waest wall, It is built of eavenly coursad
limestone. Tha ground flaor has a round barral vault with a
closad, up arch in the sosuth wall. Thare is a garderobe chute
opening into tha room in the south-wast corner, a wWwidely
splayvad narrow rectangular uwindow in the wast wall, a flat
arched door opaning from the east, paerhaps inserted, and a
pointed arched door leading into the stairwall in the
north-aast cornaer. Fragments of plaster survive on the
stairuell, The first floor has a repaired wast window and a
firaplace in the west wall but only two of the original! cut
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stonas of the fireplace are ztill in situ. There are wall
cupboards in the east and south uwalls, a flat topped wWwindouw
in the west wWall and a garderobe in the south-west angla.
There is a recess in the south-east cornar. The second floor
is missing but the roem has a fireplaca in the wast wall, a
Wwindow in the north wall and a gardaroba in the south-uWwest
corner. '

S. LIST OF STRAY FIMDS

1. Bronze buckle. Found at MNewtown trim, Co. Maath, WM W
4@, Zee Proc. Row». Irishk FAcad. &, 171.

2-3. Two floor tilesz. From Rbbey of SZ. Patar & Paul, Naewtown
naar Trim, Co.Meath. MNM! 1397 1223-4. Cf. Jrl. Roy.ZocC.
Antiqas. Ireland 29 {183%), 172-4, Figs. 3, 6, 19.

2., Fragments of stained 3las3. From Neutown Abbaey, near Trim,
Co. Meath., MNMI W.1-494.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Meutown Trim is an example of a dasarted borough. Thaere
is little evidence 2f dizturbance and it is liKkaly that
archaeclogical depozits are intact over a large area of the
site. It waz delibaerately founded in rivalry to Trim and
woould appear to have beer a2stablished on wvirgin soil. The
Pperjiod of its desertiorn i: nct Known EBut from tha historical
evidence +he thirteenth ard fourteanth centuries are likaly
to be the conez beszt rerrezented in the archaaclogical record.

Knowledge of the riatiure 0of thae settlement in mediaval
times is scant. Was it meraly a rural borough or did it hava
genuine urban functionz™ ‘'thing is Known about domastic
duellings, street patterr . Zefences, or of tha settleament's
extent. Nonathelass the ar-:Saeological data indicates that
the borough has been the :cane of considaerablae human activity
in Madieval times and in t~a2 future archaaeological excavation
is likely to be tha principal means by which additional
Knowladge is obtained. Thz barough is not under direct threat
from developmant at praszest but its proximity to Trim maans
that it will come under incraasing pressura in the future.
The bridge has already cocme under threat but has fortunately
beaen safaguarded. The prazant situation, howaver., in which
traffige is contrallad b+ lights is unlikaly to prova a
permanent solution.

Area of Archaeoclogical Potantial

Thae shadad portien of thae accompanying map <¢Fig. 31>
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delimits tha area of archaeclogical potential. This is basad
on the extant monuments and thae course of fiald boundariaes in
their naighbourhood. In the absence of archaeolcogical
excawations nothing can ba said depth of archaaological

deposits.
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MOBBER

Today Mobbar is a small village in tha undulating drumlin
countryside of north Msath. The medieval borough was sited on
top of a prominent drumlin ridge which wWwas surrounded on
three sides by water, the wetland of tha former Moynagh Lough
on the west and the river Deea o¢n the north and aast. Tha
prasent broad Main Street, flanked by  a nunmbar of fina
three-storey cut stone houses, bears all of the appeaarances
of an estate village of the early sighteanth century. Naithaer
i3 therae any trace in the present plan of a medieval burgage
plot pattern. The placename i3 der ived from An Obair, "the
work" (usvally considared to be the motta), but it has baan
suggestad that it may te An Abar “"the marsh", a dearivation
which would have more meaning on topographical grounds (sae
Dinnseanchas 1, Mo. 4 (1383>, 233-8),

The recent excavations at Moynagh Lough, 1 Km +to the
wast, indicate that the naeighbourhood of MNobber was XKnown <o
man from Masslithic time: (Bradley 19820-381>. Among tha stray
finds from the village are three stone axeheads whila flint
scrapers have alsoc been found in thea vicinity. These indicatea
a frequantus popull but az yet there is no eaevidenca for
prehistoric sattlement on the s3ite of the future borough.

The passibility of a settlerment hare pricr to tha coming
of the MNormans i3 suggeztad by thea prasance of an Early
Christian stwle crsziz baze in the churchyard., Howaver the
precice proverance of thi:z cross cann0t|be eastablished and
it may have -bean brought in from ocutsida the town.

The site rose to prominence with the coming of the
Mormans., Gilbert de Ansulc, son of Jocelyn, built a motte and
bailey caztle here which arrears to have bean tha centre far
the lordship of Morgallior granted o him by Hugh dae Lacy
(Orpen 1911-2Q, ii, 84). lhen Gilbart was ocutlawsd in 1196
the lands wera granted tc “uigh son of Hugh de Lacy., tha
original grantor. In 122! Jshn de Courcy, esarl]l of Ulster, was
treacherously trapped in the castle by Hugh but was raeleasad
after De Courcy's men ravaged his lands ¢(Orpen 1911-20, ii.
189-98). Shortly befcre his death in 12423 Hugh granted the
manor of Nobbaer together with his land of Morgallion to thae
archbishops of Armagh and despite much litigation by Hugh's
descentants it remained in the hands of tha archbishops until
thae end of the Middle Ages. The earliast mantion of tha
borough is im 1227 (Mills and McEnary 1916, 182-3). The Civil
Survey (1634-8) records that there was one mansion housae, one
church, threa ael weirs, onea mill, ocne bridge near the said
housa and ancther bridge leading to Sallysook (Simington
1942, 333),.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY
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1. MOTTE AND BAILEY CASTLE

2. PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE BARPTIST
3. HOSPITAL

4. MISCELLANEOUS

3. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. MOTTE AMND BAILEY CASTLE

This appear: to have beaen thae cantre for tha lordship of
Morgallion sranted by Hugh da Lacy to Gilbart de Angulo
before 11386. In 1227 Hugh de Lacy granted four carucatas of
land *o the burgesszes of MNobbar in return for the
conztruction cf a causeway betwaen tha motte and the town
(Mills and McEner:» l321E, 182-3>. This suggests that it wuwas
originally on a Frromintory Jjutting out inte thea wetland
formed by Mornagh Lough and the river Dea.

It is situated at +the north-west of tha village and
consiszts of a steep-zided round mound, 7m high, With a basal
Wwidth of 19 m and a Fflat tor 28 m across. Thara is a
deprassion in the top which may ba tha rasult of
post-maedieval altarations or may reprasent attempts to dig
intc the motte in more recant timas. The raemains of a
rectangular bailer, 22 by 14 m, may be tracaed on the
socuth-~aast where it was ploughed ovaer about ten vears ago. An
Irizh halfpenny of James Il was found on the sida of the
motta in 13391.

2. PARISH CHURCH OF 3T. JOHN THE BAPTIST

This was grantad by Gilbart da Angulc to St. Thomas's
Abber, Dublin, Prior %to 1186 (Gilbert 1899, B2, The tithes of
the rectaory . however ., were attachaed to the Augustinian priory
of Meutown Trim (lLhite 1943, 293>. In ({544 Hanry VIl granted
licence to Dr. Staplesz, Bishop of Meath, tc arpropriate and
unite to the Tee of Meath the Archdeaconry of Kalls with the
Rectory of Nobber (Cozan 18687, 22@). Bishop Dopping's
Yisitation of 1B682-5 nctas that the church was ruinad since
l1€E4l, and that the tcuwer wa:z: opan at the top and vaulted at
the bottom <(Ellison 1373, 43). Thae praesent church Was
constructed in 1773,

Only the ivy-coverad wast wall of the four-floorad
reactangular touer survives. It is said that the stoneas from
the old church were used to build the praesaent late aightaenth
century building which has been refurbished as a domestic
duelling. Coursed limestone masonry with rubble core. Tha
north and scuth returns of thae touwaer surviva to a haight of !
m. The "9round floor was vaultad and has a narrow ractangular
slit windouw splaying inwardly in the west wall. The first
floor has an attractive cusped ogea-headad Wwindow, chamferad
extarnally in tha wast wall. The second floor is inaccessible
but has a window that appaars to bea og9ee-headed. Tha third
floor, the belfry staga, has two pointaed openings similar +to
those in the touwars of St. Columba's church, SKkreen, and the
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St. PatrickK's Church, Slane. Above thisz level iz a drainaga
course suggesting that there were battlemants abova. Thasa
features would susgest a late fiftaenth century date for the
touer.

In the south wall of the later church is a small raset
madieval stome head of szardstona.

Monumants

Crosz base (Fig., 59:5) Pre-1200.

. Truncated cone of pinkKk sandstene Jaecorated with a band of
interlace set within two incized lines. Ractangular mortice,
now filled with cemant. Situatad immadiately ins ide tha
entrance to the churchyard. It is very similar to +tha north
cross base at Kells.

Bimst H.EE Diam. at base 76-3 cm.

Cross-slab. 7Pre-1200.

Latin cross with incised circles around tha transem on both
faces and an incised cross in the centre

H.7€. W.34 0,11 cm

Effigial slab 1 “Pl. 25b> c.16890.

Sandstone. Known as the "Edward Balfe mamorial" <(sea Jrl

Assoc. Mems Dead Ireland 2 ¢{1892-4), 173), Recumbent in what

was probably the east end of the maediaval church, Fragmantary

marginal inscription in low false ralief and roman capitals:
THIS TOMEE LAS ERECTED BY PATRICK.” A....”,.5..T 0/ ..V
.+«.ER AND FOR HIS WIFE. ,

The remainder of the s3lab is decorated in high reliaf with

heraldic svymbols “unidentified) and mortality symbols,

caonsizting of tha sKull, creszad bones, coffin, hour-glass

and tell betueen tuo effizies. The male figure is dressead in

a complate coat of armour with a zword carvad separately by

his side, while tha lady is shown in a hip-leénght capa over a

long s3Kirt, Har hkair is cavered by a hood. Both figures hava

their hands joined.

ODims: L.230O W.128 cm.

King forthcoming.

Effigial slab 2 (Pl. 2%a) 7?Murtagh Caroclan c.1700.
Lying besida MNo. !. Krnown as the "Priast's tomb™* <(sae Jrl
Assoc. Mems Dead Ireland 1 ¢1888-327, 2313, Marginal
inscription in Roman latters but only a few words can now be
dacipherad:®

THIS TOMBE .../ ... HIS . A ,0W MADE FOR MURTAGH ...
“Thg cehtre of the slab has the affigy of a priest in false
raelief in a round-headed racess with arms bant at tha aelbows
and upraised hands. Mortality symbols are carved under his
cuturned faet., It may be a memorial +to Murtagh Carolan,
parish priast of MNobber in the late seventeenth cantury
(Cogan 1867, 3327 Ellison 1973, 4).
King forthcoming.
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Gerald Cruisa (Pl. 2Bb) 18513,
Sandstone. In taen fragments. Situatad on the south side of
tha path leading to the church., It is in an upright position
aboeve a vault, which may he part f tha mediaval church,. It
daepicts a 'Knight in  full armour Wwith his sword shown
zeparately by his side. He has a bascinet on his head and
Wwears a hauberk of manv lamaes covering the antire body. There
are polerns at the Knees and spurs on the ankles. Two shialds
an aither side of his head show the arms of Plunkat and
Cruise. Marginal roman inscription in raelief:
HERE LIETH THE BODY OF GERRALD CRVS OF THE BRITTAS AND
MARGARET PLVMKET HIS LIF WHICH GERRALD DID BVILD THIS
MONYMENT AND IS HEYRE LIMEALLY DECEMNDED FROM SR MAVRICE
CRYYS WHOE DYED THE FYRST YEARE OF KING HEMRY THE THYRD
AMNO DOMIMI 1216 TO WHOSE SOVLES GOD GRANT HIS MERCY
AMEN (8519,
Thraee stones ly»ing on top of the vault record an early repair
of the monumert or perhaps the move to its prasent position:
REPAIRED IM THE 21YR OF THE REIGN OF GEORGE 3RD 1781. Thae
latters M.5. appear on one of the coping stonas above the
moanument .
Dims: H.214 W.892 cm.
King forthcomings.

Font

Mediaval font (Roe 1969, !23). Bowl shaped vaessal with two
unperforated wing handles at right angles to the boul. The
sutside surface is peckXad but the insidea is smooth. Thare is
a small socket uriderneatt as thouzh it might originally have
bean mounted on a z*and.

Dims: H,.2%.3 W.42 cm.

3. HOSPITAL

T+ has baeen :suzgestsd that tha placenama Spiddal, a
touwnland about 1 Km zou*h -f Mobber, may represent tha sita
of a madiaeval hospital <(Swynn and Hadcock 137a@, 386).
However, it is also posz:itles that the land was merely owad by
a hospitaller order, for inztance the Knights Hospitallars
who maintainad a largae Ncuzz at Kilmainham kood some 7 Km to
thae north,.

4, MISCELLANEQUS
Wall

Thae site of Toberramuck iz shown on tha 0Q.S. maps at the
south wast and of the villaga,

3. LIST QF STRAY FIMNDS

1. Polished stone axehead. From Nobbar, Co. Maath. NMI
1941:483
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> Stona axehead. From MNotber, Co. Meath. NMI. Dapt. of
Education Raep. NM] 1923-30, 9.

3. Stone axehead. From Mobber, Co. Meath. HNMI 1932: 5683.
Dept. of Education Rep., MMI 1231-2, 10@.

ARCHAEOLOG ICAL PROEBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Mobber is an example of a small mediaval frontier
torough. It is important for archaeological resaarch as an
example of a borough which was establishaed early in the
course of the Anglo-Morman irivasion but which failed to grow
into a town. There is the pozsibility that thera wWwas an Early
Christian church site here but it is not known for certain.
The pariod of tha borough's dacay is not Known but from tha
ristorical evidence the thirteenth and fourtaanth canturies
arg likxely to be tha onaes beast raepraesaentad in tha
archaaecological record.

¥nouledge of the nature of the sattlamant in mediesval
times is scant. Was it merely a rural borough or did it have
genuina urban functiors? Mothing iz Known about domastic
duellings, streat pattern, defences, or of the sattlament's
extant. Monethaless the archaeslogical data indicatas that
the barough has been the scene of human activity in Medieval
timaes and in the future archaeological excavation is likaly
to be the principal maans by which additional Knowladge is
sbtainmad. Tha borough is not under diraect thraat from
develcpment.

Area of Archaeoclogical Potantial

The szhaded portion of the accompanyina map (Fig. 33D
dalimits the area of archaaeoclogical potential. This is basad
on largely on tha contours of the ridge which would have baen
availabla for sattlemant in the Middle Ages? an area around
tha motte is also includad. The presant streat Flan apears
to ba of aighteenth century date and it has largaly
oblitaratad the medieval plan but the axtant of tha
disturbance to archaeolosical lavels is unclear. It is liKaly¥
that archagclogical depczits are intact in the wvicinity of
the motte but there are no indications of tha nature of
daeposits in the willage itsalf.
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RATOATH

Situated in the scuth-east of County Meath mid-way
batweern AshbBcocurna and Dunzhaughlin. Tha street plan largaely
follows the curve formed by tha motte. West and south of thea
motte the village is characterised by a series of long narrow
plots of land, perhaps repracanting a madieaval strip pattern
similar to that at Neuwcastle Lyvons, Co. Dublin (Edwards,
Hamond and Simms 1923, 2384, On tha south-uaest tha
Ounshaushlin road swaeps in a broad curva which may respect
an early enclozure. The nama is derivad from Rath To., "fort
.0f To" which zuzsests that thaere was a sattlamant on the site
priar tax the caoming of the “Normans. Howavar, apart from the
placename the only other suggastion of pre-Norman activity is
the local tradition sf a "cave" in tha motte, which may be a
souterrain,

After the coming of the Mormans, Ratoath Was retained by
Hugh dg Lacy 385 a seignaeurial manor and it is recorded that
he gave the tithes of Ratsath and Dunshaughlin to +the abbey
of Zt. Thomas, Dublin, prior to 1183 (Orpen 1911-20, ii, 76).
In 1194 +he laerdship of Ratcath wWwas granted to his son Hugh
togather with Morgallion. In 1283 it was granted to Richard
da Bursh, earl of Ulster (Crpen 1911-20, iii, 139). In 1317
it was the scene of an ambush whan the earl of Ulster
attacred the Scots forces undaer Eduard Bruce but thae earl was
defeated and fled to Dublin “0tway-Ruthven 1968, 238). The
earliest mention of it as & btorough i3 in a charter of Hugh
de Lacy 2 Zt.,Thomas' abbey c.120@0 (Gilbert 1889, 8».
However, almost nothing iz Known of the history of the
boroush.

ARCHAEQLOG ICAL INVENTORY

1. MOTTE AND BAILEY CASTLE

2. HOLY TRINITY PARISH CHURCH

3. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGDALEN
4, MISCELLANEQUS

3. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

!. MOTTE AMD BAILEY CASTLE

This was the centra of an important manor establishaed by
Hugh dé Lacy prior to 1133 {see abova). Thae motte consists of
a round mound 182 m high wWwith a basal diamataer of 43 m
narrowing to 17-18 m at <the top which is +lat. It is
overgrown with vaegetation but is surrounded by a deep narrouw
ditch on the north, east, south and part of the wuwest sides.
There is & crascentic bailey, S8 by 3@ m, on tha east sida,
now planted with shrubs and treaes, and through which the
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drive to the prasbytery was cut. In the coursae of thae survar
a local Wwoman tnformed us ¢f the existenca of an antrance or
“cave", parhaps a souterrain, but there is no trace of it
nou.

2. HOLY TRIMITY PARISH CHURCH

The church was s3ranted by Hugh de Lacy to tha abbey of
St. Thomas, Dublin and remained in thair hands until tha
Raformation (lWhite 1943, 25)., O0'Conovan ({0.S. Lettars, 2882
notes that the pariszh was originally dedicataed to St. Thomas
. a2 Packett but was subsequently changed to the Holy Trinity.
This mav explain the faoundation, noted by Cogan (1862, 259,
of a chantry chapel "in the parish of St Thomas" uWith thrae
chapels kKncun as the Rocde, St Mary's and St. Thomas'. In
1822, Bizhop Qorping records tha dedication as Holy Trinity
and he notes that tha church was in good rapair although the
chancel! was unroofed’? it had a flagon, parish ragisters and
the altar wWwas railed in’ the roof was slatad and the windous
glazad? it had a zlay flcor and cne bell (Ellison 1971, 3?7).

Tha church was szituated north of the motte and is now
represanted by a featureless rectangular structure with a
touer of 13817 attached. The surviving wLalls are 1.8 m in
height and the interior is fillad up Wwith rubble. It maasures
13,7 m by 7.9 m. The rectory.north of the church, has soma
cld stone built ocuthouses but none havae dateable featureas.
The swner, howevar , irformed us that <n building a new barn
immediately noarth of the gsravayard wall (the dotted building
oan the 0.5S. map), the wocrkman uncovared & stonma built
undarground pazszaja leading undar trea wall. This iz now
covered in.

Architactural fragmants
Mos. 1-3 are placed beside the 17th century cross.

1. Fragmant of a door moulding which has a spray of vine
leavas and fruit in ralief on one face and colonettaes with
triple roll mouldings at the base on anothar side.

Dims?! H.94 W. 48 D. 3@ cm

2. Plain ;hamfared window moulding fragment, probably 16th
cantury.
Dims: H., 38 W. 13 D. 23 cm

3. Plain chamfered window moulding similar to 2.
Dims: H, 34 W.168 D. 13 zm

4, Plain chamferaed window moulding usad as a srave marker to
the south-wast of the church.
Dimg: H, 7! W, 23 0. 20 cm
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S, Plain chamfered window moulding also usad a gravamarkar
sat into the ground to the north-wast of tha church.
Dims. H. 51 (min)> W. 29 B. 19 ¢cm

Monumants.
Effigial slab (Pl, 27b) Late 13th-early 14th cant.
Sandstona. Coffin szhaped zlab carved in high relief Wwith +the
effisy of a Knight. He wesars & hauberk ovear which there is a
raeound-neckKed surcoat to the knee wWhich is beltad at the
waist., His zword may Le hald by <this belt., His left hand
grasps the sword srip and the right FRand rests on the blade.
The sword has a larze pommel and a short ¢rosssuard. The legs
are missing below the Knae:z ard the head lies in a .deaply
indented pillow with tas:zles. On the south side is a wvery
uorn incised Lombardic inscrifption!

ORATE ...PANIUM ., ,ALME FIL1 FABRI...
Dims: H, 17@ i, S4-4@ D. 14 cm
Hunt 1974, 213.

Shellew graveslab. 1834

According to FitzGarald (1893-7, 116-8) this lay brokKkan near
the door of the old church with tha following inscriptiont
HERE LYETH YE BCD... MARY X JANE SHELIl.. SEAVEN MORE IN ALL
.. THE CHILDREM OF JOHM... JANE SHELLEY OF RATH... ANND
QOMIMI 1E249., It is rcw miszing.

Croszs. 17th cent.
In the south-east cf tha graveyard there is an octagonal
latin szhaped limestore zrcze set in a rectarngular basa. It
was found in 1281 bS» Fr. M™Mulvaney whan tidying up the
Jraverard, He¢ had the 3z arectad here and shorternad it by
£" whaen putting the riacasz; tcgather.
Qirms® Shaf*t, H,148 . acrcszs arms 44 0. 2@ cm

Base. H.®.,17 [.S€ D.B3 cm

@ N

3. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MACGCDALEN

The existenca of thiz hcouze is Known only from incidental
raeferences., [t is evidant from a charte of Simon de Rochford
that it was establised befcre 1224 (Gilbert 18839, 48-5). It
is clear from this charter that it had a cematary and uWas
derendent on the parish zhurch. Doepping, in his visitation of
1682, notes a chapal called St. Mary's near tha parish church
which is almost certainly to be identified with the hospital
(Ellison, 197!, 37>. The sita is unknoun

4. MISCELLANEOUS

MarKat cross.
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According to O0'Donovan (0.S. Latters, 289> the base of a
MarKket Cross was at the meeting of the Dublin and
Dunshaughlin roads. Tha bodies of +those who died in thae
village ware brought arcund it. The base Wwas brokKaen c,1822
by Black and Tans and a crcss: was aracted im the same spot in

1232 to commemmorate tha Eucharistic Congress. This uWas
removad about 12 wears az3o and in 1978 the base and part of a
plinth were in the ward c¢cf a local farmar . Thae plinth

fragments are now jone but the basa is still thera.

Other Croscas

Q2'Oonovan (0.3, Latters, 29@) alszo racorded a cross Known as
the WWhite Cross in Ratoath uil}age on the Dunshaughlin road
araund which funerals were brought.There does not appear to
be any memory of this crcszs but a mound on the Dunshaughlin
road was Knowun as the "Rad cross" and funerals were said to
be carried around it (information from Mrs Gogan). FitzGarald
1 189%5-?, 11€-8) records an ash tree on the Dunshaughlin road
Wwith incisgd crosses recardirng Wexford men who ware axecutaed
there. 0'Doncvan ¢(0.S. Letters, 298> states that this was
Known as tha "Red Crozs" trez, but he does not racord tha
tradition of the Wexford man.

Monumentsz in the grounds of the R. C. Church,.

These ware collected mainly from around the church and in the
old gravayard by Fr., Mulvaney and placed south of tha church
door ¢m tha Thunder srave surraund.

Font

Octagonal limestone font” piscina with shallow basin. It has
chamfered sides with a small roll moulding at tha base and a
large drainaga hole.

Dims: H. 21 W. 43 QCiam Int. 32 Hole 9 z=m

Window mouldings
Two sandstone fragments pozsibly 15th century in date.
Dims? 1. H. 33 W.23 D.31 cm

2., H. 17 W.229 D.!4 cm

Piscina

Freestanding hour-glazs shapad octagonal! piscina with round
moulding at the waist., [t uwas probably intandad to stand on a
shaft as there i3 a sockKe?* in tha basa. The mataerial is
sandstona.

Dims: H.27 W.28 1Int diam. 23 D. of bowl 11 cm

Rotar» Quern fragment

€lightly lass than half cf tha uppaer stona of a rotary quern
of whita granitae.

BDimg: H., 6,3 W. 38 Orig. diam. 44

5.LIST OF STRAY FINDS -
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1. Pottery vaessel from a cist at Ratoath, Co. Meath <(liaddall ;
1974, 143-9), NMI[ X182, |

2. Carved stone. Found in wall of a farmrard at Ratoath. NMI
1372:1.

3. Iron Key¥. Found in ploughed fiald at Ratoath, Co.Dublin
[sic). NM] 13721339,

4. "Double cone of indurataed clay iromn stone on which tha
ancient urns uere formed, focund in a Danish Fort at Ratoath.,
Co. Meath" Cat, Sirr Call. ¢1841>, 11! MNo. 23.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRCBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Ratoath is an example »f a zmall mediaval borough. Thara
is little evidence of disturbance and it is lixkaly that
archaeological deposits are intact over a wide area. Alhough
founded in the thirteenth century the pariod of its use and
the nature of the zettlement ara unknown. The placenama
iuggests that the site was important in Early Christian times
but the nature of the activity here is not Known. Howaevar,
from the historical eviderce it is liKely that the thirteaenth
and fourteanth certuriez ara likely to be +thae onas bast
represented in tha archaeolauszical racord.

Kricwledge of tha nature of +*he saettlemant in madiaval
times is zcant. llas it meraly a rural borough or did it have
genuine urban functicns? ‘tothing iz Known about domestic
duellings, street pattern, Jafances, or of tha settlament's
extent. Monethaless *he arzhaeclogical data indicates that
the borough has been the ene of human activity in Madiaval
times and in the future hasolzgical axcavation iz Jikaely
to be the principal mears &y which additiomal Knowlaedge is
obtatnaed. The borousgh iz not under diract thraat from
davelopmant at present but its proximity to Oublin means that
it will come undar incraasing prassura from devaelopmant as a
dormitory town.

In

o
]
LI & S I I 4

Area of Archaeoloagical Potantial

The shaded portion of the accompanying map <(Fig., 38)
dal imits tha area of archaeological potential. This is based
on the plot pattarn which may well raprasent a medieval strip
pattern. In tha absarnca of archaaeological sxcavations nothing
can ba-said about thae depth of archaeological daeposits.
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S IDDAN

Siddan lies in the undulating countrvsida of north-gast
Meath. The site of the medieval borough iz dasarted today,
however , apart from a few isolatad cottages., deralict
stone-built houses and farmsteads. Apart from the borough
charter, granted about the middle of thae thirtaenth ceaentury,
virtually nothing is Known of the history of the borough
(MacNiocaill (384, 313-20?,.

It has been suggested that the name Sogain occurring in
two tuelfth century charters in the Book of Kells may be
Siddan (MacMiocaill 1861, 20, 24! sea 0'Connall 1953, 343,
which would suggest that there wasz a secular site here Pprior
to the coming ¢of the Normans. The Mormans madae the site into
a manor and the family associated with it throughout the
Middle Ages were the Telings. The borough had daclinad
completely by the mid-seventeentlh cantury when the Ciwvil
Survey (1834-8) records two mills, an el weir, a brokKan
tridge callad Ahoybridze. 2 farm housaes and cabins (Simington
1340, 36Q), The two mill: wera ovar a mile away and nothing
ies ¥nown of the eel weir. Ahoyvbridge is not Known but thara
is a bridge immediately wast of tha church.

ARCHREQOLOG ICAL INVENTORY

CASTLE

ST. DAVID'S CHURCH
EARTHLIORKS
MISCELLANECUS

£ Wy —

t. CASTLE

The family associated with Siddan wara the Talings.
Simington (1948, 368> notad that thae castla was ruined in tha
17th century ¢(Civil Survey, 360>. Tha site, on top of a
drumlin, affords commanding viaws in all directions. Tharea is
a staap climb up to it from the east and it is sharply
scarped on the west. Although there 15 no trace of buildings
today the field boundar: co¢n the west is full of slabs of
limastone and larse blocks of granita. The +fjield boundary
running southuwards downhill towards the church is & raised
flat toppaed bank about 2 m wida. Thaere is a uwell on the hill
Wwhich is now covered in. (Information from landounar).

2, ST. DAVID'S CHURCH

This church was granted by Hay Taeling to the abbaey of St.
Thomas ', Dublin shortly aftar 1208 uwhen it is refarraed to



=130

as the church of SS. Mary and David {(Gilbert 1883, 29-30). It
reamained in their hands until the Dissolution when tha jurors
descr tbed the chancel as baing in need of rapair (bWhita 1343,
A1), Dapping in his visitation of (682 notes that the church
was ruined sinmce 1841 (Ellison 1373, 5! cf. Simington 134,
3EM)Y. The prasant church was:; built in 1881,

Traces of foundations can be determinaed in the churchyard
south of the present church but they ara almost complately
ovargrourn. In the north corner 3f the sraveryrard thera is a
small ztone-built structure zovered in ivy with the remains
of thraa walls surviving to a haeight of c. 8 m. It is built
of limestone., roughly courzed, with no dateable featuras. It
maasures 5.2 by 2.2 m.

Monuments

Grave slab. ?Pre-12080. _
Plain ractangular shapad slab with a raised Latin cross.
Dims:?

Coffin-shaped =zlab.
Deeply buried. Plain granite slab uwith chamferad adges.
Dims: H. P27 wvisible W. 54-43 T.19 cm

3, EARTHWORKS

Cromuall's Battery

This site iz on the ridge immediately north of Siddan castle,
called "Gun Hill". A long ztraight field basundary divides the
site in two and  forms the boundary batwaeen Siddan and
Polecastle. On the we:st a bank ancloses a raisad
semi-circular area runninrs south from the top of tha hill but
there i3 no evidaence row that this continued around to the
east. On the sast tha araa anclosed is much smallar and forms
three sidaeas of a rectarsle :rn top of tha hill.

Polecastle

This castle is alzo indicated on the 0.5 mars but there {s no
tracae nou of any buildinz:z. Much of the fiald has bean wusad
for quarrying. On the :ite of the castla there is a
standing/ scratching stone.

Pale Ditch

The north end of the touwnland is bounded by a line of ditch
pointed out on the 0.5, map as part of tha Pala ditch,

4, MISCELLANEOQUS

Wayside Cross
Tempest (1941, S0-4) notas a cross hare around which funerals




were carried. Thae sita is still Knowun but thare is now no
trace of a cross. The site is a small mound in the south wast
of the field immediately north-waszt 0f Polacastle crossroads.

Farm house. ?17th cent.

The farm housa immediately north of the Church is ragardad
locally as 17th cantury. It has bean re-roofed and is now
covered in plagster. In the slurry pit at tha rear of this
house there is a window moulding of lEth. 17th century datae.

ARCHAECLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTEMNTTIAL

Sidcdan is an example of a deserted madiaval bercugh.
There is little evidaence of disturbance and it is liKely that
archaeological deposits are intact over a wide area. The
period of its desartion (s not Known but from the historical
gvidence it {s likKealy that the thirteenth and fourteenth
centurias are the onas best reprasaented in tha archaaological
record.

Knowledge of the nature of tha settlemant in madiaval
times is scant. lWas it merely a rural borough or did it hava
geanuyine urban functionz:? HMNothing is Known about domastic
duell ings, streat pattarn, defencas, or of +tha sattlemant's
axtent. MNonatheless the archasoclogical data indicates that
the borough has baen the scene of human activity in Madieval
times and in the future archaeological excawvation is liKaely
to ba the principal means by which additional Knowladge is
abtained. The borough is not undar .diract threat from
devalopment at prasent.

Area of Archaaeclogical Potaential

The shaded portion cf the accompanying map <(Fig. a7
dalimits the area of archaaeclogical potential. In tha absence
of diraect Knowlaedge of the borough's aextant this is confined
to areas around Known faaturas. In tha absence of
archaaeclogical excavations nothing c¢an be said depth of
archagological deposits.







SKREEN

SKkreen is situatad on the crast of a ridge above the 32@
foot contour about half-way batween Ratoath and Navan and
immediately east of Tara. The gaunt church touwar is a
landmark visible for many milas around but the formar borough
has declined into a small hamlet. Tha placenams is daerived
from Serin, "a shrina”.

Historical Background

The proximity of SKreen to Tara and the prominance of its
ridge would suggest that it was frequentad in prahistoric
times . Howavar, apart from a saucer barrow and the stray
finds of a flanged axehead and trunnion chisal thara |is
little to suggest prehistcric activity.

The zite rose to prominance in the Early Christian period
as a monastic centre dadicated to St. Columba and it is held
by soma that the relics of Columba were movad here from Iona
in the ninth century, and hence the name Skrean (Cogan 1862,
1513, The church is referred to on a number of occasions |in
the annals which record that it was plundarad in 874, 986,
1837, 1898 and 1152. In {127 the MNorse of Dublin carriaed of¥
the shrine but it uwas restored to the church within a month
{Guwynn and Hadcock 137@, 44>,

Aftar the coming of the Mormans the barony of SKrean wuwas
granted to Adam de Feipo and he mada Skreen his principal
mancr. The bcrough uwas established at am early date and is
first referred to during the aarly thirtaenth century
(Gilbert 1981, i, 238). The manor af SKreaen remained in the
hands of the Faypos unti! the end of the fourteeanth cantury
when an heiress carrisd the barony tc¢ the Maruwards sho
remained hare until tre szaventeanth cantury <(0Orpan 1311-20,
ii, 99). The settlament iz referred to during the succeeding
canturies but it had declinad by the seventaenth. The Civil
Survey ¢ 1694-6) reccrds *hat thare ware two castles, one
house, ona mill, a church and an abbaey (Simington 1340, 87).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. MOTTE CASTLE

2. STOME CASTLE

3. ST. COLUMBA'S PARISH CHURCH

4. ST. NICHOLAS' CHURCH

3. AUGUSTINIAN FRIARY

6. SITES IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY
7. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

<@/
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1. MOTTE CASTLE

This is to ba identified as tha castle of Adam de Faypo
which was built for him by Hugh de Lacy according to Giraldus
Cambrens is (Scott and Martin 13978, 183>, The motta is round
mound with a diametar of 42 m at the base tapering to 20 m at
tha top which is flat, It is 7 m high.

2. STONE CASTLE

Portion of a fiftaenth cantury towar housae appaears to be
embadded within the present Skregen Castle but it is plastaraed
intarnally and extaernally and no featuraes can ba saeen.

3, ST. COLUMBA'S PARISH CHURCH (Fig. 397 Pl, Z26a’

Thiz is undoubtedly tha site of tha pra-Norman church
referred to in the annals and plundered on a number of
occasions prior to the tuwaelfth caentury. It uwas granted Dby
Adam da Feypo to St Mary's Abbey, Dublin, before 1186 and it
remainad in thair hands until the Raeformation (Gilbert 1884>.
In 1682 Bishop Doprping recards that the chancel was repairaed
but tha nave uwalls ware unroofed since !B41;7 the uWwindows uwere
glazed, the roof slated and the floor uwas of earth’ it had a
des¥, font, a silver chalice and patan, and ha adds that half
+he gravevard was wallaed tEllisan 137¥2, B2.

Pescrirtion

The church was originally divided into a nave and chancal
but only the nave, west towar and a frasment of the cast wall
survive. The towar ¢(late 18th cent.) is the oldest part of
the prasant buildings the nave would appear to have Dbeaen
addaed c.190@d. The masonry is of coursed limastona wWith
limastone quoins.

The CHANCEL has baen completaly ramoved and only a small
fragment of the east uwall survives as a support for the
Marward tomb. It stands 2o a height of 1.2 m, )

Tha chancel was separated from the MNAVE by a rood scraen
to which access was jairmad via a mural stair in the north
wall, The door leadins to the stair is pointed With concava
mouldings terminating in a semi-pyramidal stop, and tha stair
is 1it by a single straisht locop with internal seplay.
Extarnally the wall is thicxaned in ordar to accommodata the
stair. Thaere is an alcove at the east end with a rounded
sagmantal arch, now plastered over. Set uwithin it is a
flat-hecaded door blockad by masenry; a stona Ffragmant uWith
eroded Knotwork is set into one of the jambs. The north door
13 missing its arch externally but it has a flat segmantal




rear-arch, The aexternal Jambs are mouldad. A small
rectangular lintelled recass above tha door is empty.

The south wall is lit by three pPointed wWwindows with
pointed rear-arch. Tha wWwestarnmost of these is blocKed up and
only fragments of the jambs and tracery survive. Externally
it has a moulded label. The eastermmost window has tuwo finaly
decoated labe! stops +taerminating in a leafy spray With
9rapes. There are two mason's markKs on the wWwindow jambs:’ one
is a lozange above an elongated rectangle, the othar is a
fleur-de-lis motif. The s30uth door is missing its arch but it
has a flat segmental rear-arch resembling the north door and
its external west jamb is similarly mouldad to that in the
north wall. A small zandsztone figure of a bishop is pPlaced in
a rectangular recaess above the door (Pl. 27al. Hunt (1974,
212) regards this as part of a tomb and datas it to the
fourtaeanth century. A corbel coursa runs the length of the
north wall and haz counterparts on the scuth side just below
the lavel of the tip of thes windowus.

The TOWER iz rectangular with a projecting stair turret,
rising frcm first floor laevel, on the south-east anglae. It
has a base batter externally and there are four +floors. Tha
around floor has a pointed barrel vault and is lit by three
£lit windows with internal splay and pointaed rear-arch; the
window in the west wall is blocKed up. Tha first floor is
enterad through a lintelled door and has three s$lit windous.
in the north., west and south walls’ on the gast side is a
rectansular opening which would have led into the nave roof
criginally. The second floor is approached by a short stair.
in the thicKness of tha south wall, leading off the main
spiral stair. The chamber is entered through a lintaelled door
and is lit by two slit windows. Thae third floor (the beglfry
stage? is entared through a lintellad door and is 1lit by four
large windows, probably twin-light originally but only the
mullion of the north window survives. Above the belfry staga
a stair leads onto the wallwalk leval, Wwhich has baean
destroyed.

Architectural fragmant:

Attachad to the walls in the ground floor of tha tower ara
four fragmentary window mouldings:

1. Cantra saection of a tuwin light cusped ogee-haaded window.
Dims: H.43 W.48 D.17 cm

2. As 1 but with a long-lobed trafoil in the spandrel. Dims:
H.44 W.S! D.14 cm

3. Half spandrel. Dimg, H.4% W, 268 0. 17 cm

49 Siqilar to 3. Dims: H. 44 W, 268 D. (7 e¢m

Monumants

Cross slab fragment (Fig. 35:8). Pre 1200.
The mullion of the north window in the belfry stage of the
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tower is a re-used cross slab, It is chamfered on one side
and bears part of a maltase cross in falsa relief within a
double incised circle on the lower end of the shaft.

Dims: L. 133 W. 17 D. 21 cm.

Cross slab (Fig. T6:3). Early 15th cant.

Attached to tha west wall in the ground floor of the towar,
Limestona coffir-shapad slab with a raised border. Tha cantra
is dacorated with a Latin cross on a splayaed base uwith an
arnamental Knop cut in deep false relief. Abova the cross and
placed beneath a semi-circular arch is a haead in high reliaf,
On thae head is a flat cap of Burgundian stylae which according
to Hunt € 1974, 213> is 2f early fiftaanth century styla.
Dims¢: H. 176 . =6-48 D. 13 cm.

Marward tomb. 1Bl1.

Side panel of a table tomb mountad on tha remains of tha aast

wall. Rectangular limestore slab dacorated in low reliaf and

incision with two coats cf arms, four angel's heads , a rayrad

sun, an hour-glass, and a monk. Inscription, in raliaf and

incision, now almost illagzitla:
0.0.M..” HOC MONUIMEMTUM GUALTERD MAR. WARDE, BARDN OE
SCRIM, MRRGARETAE PLUNKET PRIMAE SUAE CONJUG1 AC
MATILDAE DARCEY MATRI GEMNER. GULIELMUS. NUGENTIUS
RICHARDI.~ BAROMIS A DELVIM MINOR NATU FILIUS ET JENETA
MARWARD HEARES, ET UNICA HNATA POSUERUNT ECCLESIA/
ORNMAMENTO HIC VERC SEPULTIS ~ MEMORIAE PERPETUARE .
JOHANMNES .~ CUSACK EJESDEM GUALTERI EX MATRE/ GERMANUS
FRATER SCULPSIT MAMU PRCPRIA. ANMO DOMINI 1611.

Dims: H.96 W. 225 ©. 11 cm.

Hickey 1873.

Cress. 17th. cent. , :

Latin granite cross north-east of the church. Dacoratad on
one sida with a crucifixion in high ralief,

Dimse. H,156 Ww.at C.!7 cm,

Font. Madieval.
Badly damaged limestone
the ground floor of the

el mounted on a modaern Dbasa in
tCwer

rivetting bars and iz undec
@

-t -

. It is held togathar with iron
aratad. Ractangular with four
r part of the basin is tub
=f the panels are raisad and may

semi-circular sidas; tha !
shaped while the upper rar
hava carried an inscrip®icn.

Dims: H.%% W.6B Int. Diam. S2 cm.

4. ST. NICHODLAS' CHURCH

This would appear to hava beaen the chapal of tha castle
(Orpen 1911-20, ii, 33> and according *to the 0.S. it was
sited south of the parish church and north-west of the motta.
It was establishad by Adam de Faypo and s mantioned in a
group of late twalfth century chartars (HicKey 19525, It
bacama part of the possessions of St. Mary's Abbey, Dublin,
but its subsequant history is unKnouwn.
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=, AUBUSTINIAN FRIARY

Little is Known of this monastary establ ishad in 1341 by
Francis de Faipo (Guynn and Hadcock (978. 302, The
Dissolution documents of 154@ indicate that the <church had
already been demolished but that the baelfry and dormitory
waere =t111 ztanding tWhite 1343, 306). Tha location of thae
friary 13 noW unknouwh.

§. SITES IM THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY

Earthuorks in field south of SKreen Castle.
A saucer barrow and cigar-shaped mound.

Earthuworks in field wast of St. Columba's Churchyard

A serles of apparantly irragular ecarthen featuraes ara prasant
and can ba seen wvary claearly from the church towar. Their
significance i3 unkKnoun but parhaps they may ba part of tha
Augustinian friary.

ct, Columbkille's Well

This is located about (S0 m north of tha parish church.
G'Donovan ¢0.S. Latters, 147V) racerdad a local tradition that
it was astablished by Columba himself.

7. LIST OF STRAY FIMDS

1. Bronze flanged axehead. From Skreaen, Co. Meath. NMl 13631
25. See Jrl. Roy. Soc. Antias. Iraland 94 (1964), 31l.

2, Bronze trunnion chiszel. From Skraen, Co. Maath, HNmMI 19€2:
44. Sae Jrl. Roy. Soc. Antias. ireland 94 ¢ 19€4), 33.

3, Silver panannular brcoch. From SKkryne ¢sic) Co. Maath.
British Musaum bLondon:? 1868.7-9.21. See Cat. Musaum of Arch.
Institute, Edinburgh 1836 ¢ (859>, =1 I

ARCHAEOLOG ICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

SKkreen is an example of a dasertad borough. Thare is
little eavidence of disturbance and it is liKaely that
archaeological deposits are intact ovaer a wide araea. It is
locatad beside an Early Chrigstian church sita and this
suggasts that evidence may ‘survive ragarding the nature of
its transition from monastery to borough. The pariod of its
desertion is$ not Known and from the historical aevidance it is
likaly that the thirteenth and fourteanth centuries are tha
onas bast represented in tha archaeological racord.
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Knowladge of the nature of tha sattlamant in madieval
timas is scant. Was it maraly a rural borough or did it have
genuina urban functions? MNothing is Known about domastic
duallings ., street pattern, defencas., or of thae sattleamant's
extent. Nonathaless tha archaeological data indicataes that
the borough has bean the scena of human activity in Early
Higstoric and Madieval times and in tha futurae archaasoclogical
axcavation is likaly to be the principal means by wuwhich
additional Knouwledge is cbtained. The borough is not undar
direct thraat from deavalopment.

u
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SLANE

Slane is situated on sloping ground rizing staeply from
the north side of the river Boyna, Tha praesant village was
laid out in the IVE@2's by tha Conynghams around an
intarsaction, Knoun as "The Square"”, having four almost
identical Georgzian houses in the cornars. This planning
removed all trace of the medieval and sevaenteeanth ceaentury
town which was probably located betwean St. Erc's hermitaga
and the bridge (Trench !37€, 2), The "Hill of Slane®, uwhich
rises above the toun, iz a prominent feature in tha landscape
and can te seen for many miles around., The placename is
derived from the Irish Slainea.

Historical BacKground

Daspite tha importance of the Hill of Slane as a faeature
in the landscape there iz nothing to indicate that it uas
fraquanted in prehistoric times. Ferta virorum Fiacc,
howaver, a name. associated with Slane in the seventh cantury
suggests that there were tumuli here (Bialer 1979, 83). In
addition, it is reasonable to irifer from its proximity to the
1srge Maolithic cematery at the "Band of tha Boyna" that it
was ¥Known to early man.

There iz no doubt, howaver, about its importance during
the Early Historic pariod. A church was founded by St Erc who
died in 35!32 according to the Annals of Ulster. Muirchu,
writing in the late zeverth century, states that Slana uwas
the site where St. Patrick lit his first pascal! fira <(Bielar
1973, 28), Whatever the walidity of this story it indicates
that Slane was important enough in the late saventh cantury
to ba associated with tha patron of Armagh. The deaths of
many of its abbots are recorded during thae eighth and ninth
centuriaes. In 8332 it was attacked by VikKings and in a mora
notorious raid in 9S8 the monastary was sacked by the Dublin
Vikings and its round towaer was daestroved. Slane was tha
sCena of an important battlae in 947 betwaean Ruaidri ua
Canannain and an alliance of the Dublin ViKings with the
Congalach Cnogba, King cf Morth Brega. The monastery uwas
probably tha burial place of tha Kings o¢f North Brega, uho
had their residence a%t FKnowth nearby, and Smyth (1979, 139>
suggests that the moriastery achiaeved its graeaatest prominence
dur ing the decada 947-58 uhan Congalach Cnogba was High-King
of Ireland. After that data the annalistic entries daecline in
numbar” although it was plunderad again in 1156, 1161 and 1170
whan, according tc Guynn and Hadcock (1978, 44) it had
Probably ceased to be a monastary.

During the Early Historic pariod there may have beean a
secular site at Slane also. DOna of the +<ounding mambars of
the Ui MNeill Xings of North Brega was Redh of Slana who .died
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in the late sixth century. B referenca in the genealogies to
the residence of Ochre at Slane <(0'Brien 1962, 144) also
suggests that there was a zecular settlement site here. Tha
soutarrain on the nerth wast of the village may mark tha
locatien of zuch a kabitation.

After the coming of the MNormans Slane uwas granted to
Rickard le Fleming who built a motte on top cf tha hill which
wasz destrcved by Mael Sechlainn Mac Lochlainn in 11768, Thae
Flemings returned, howevar, and waere probably responsible for
establishing thae borough, first referred to in 1378 (Martin
1981, S0Y. Almost naothing i3 Known of the subsaquent history
of the szettlement and it is not until the aightaanth cantury
With the coenstruction of the mill and new village that Slang
again figures in documantary sources.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. MOTTE AND BRILEY CASTLE

2. ST. ERC'S HERMITAGE (Franciscan Third Order Ragular)
2. PARISH CHURCH OF ST, PATRICK

4. COLLEGE .

3. OTHER MONUMENTS

B. LI&T\PF STRAY F1MDS

1. MOTTE ANMD BAILEY CASTLE

This is to be identifiad with Richard le Fleming's motta
built before 1176 (Orpen 1911-29, ii, 84-5> and tha family
remained here until the sevanteenth cantury although thev
appear tc have moved to tha site of the present castle befora
I8%2 (Westropp 19@1, 420). 1t is situatad on tha crast of the
hill west of the remains c¢f tha St. Patrick's Church and
affords extensivae views ir all diractions. It is a round
mound with a basal diamater &f 24 m tapering to 21 m at the
top which is flat, The summit was enclosed by a stona wall
which survivas on the uwaest to a height of B0 cm. The mound is
8.2 m high and was enclosed by a rock-cut fosse 5.5 m wida on
average and 2.5 m deep. There are traces of an extarnal bank.

ARlthocugh thera is no definite bailay tha ground
encircling the motta, particularly on the east and weast is
extremely disturbaed and the aentire area is anclosed by a bank
and ditch, On the west, approximately 31 m from tha adge of
the motta, the bankK is 1.6 m in height, 2 m wide wWwith an
@xternal ditch 2.35 m wide. Further to the wast, on thae crest
of the hill, the ground is also disturbed and could have
sarved as am outer bailey. The bank and ditch continue almost
complataly around tha aentire motte but tha disturbance on tha
@ast side is more intanse and the bankKk and ditch are not so
claar hera. Westropp's < 19@1, 416) dascription of thase
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features suggaests a simgle cuter eaenclosing rampart ([ 7Early
Historicl but it may be +that these earthuorkKks reprasant
buildings asscciated with the manor.

2. ST. ERC'S HERMITAGE ‘Franciscan Third Ordaer Regular)

Situated in the grounds cof Slane Castle Demesne on a
ledge of the steep s53lope rising above the north banKk of tha
Bovne. The riorth wall «f the church is cut into the slope.
Mothing i3 kKnown of its &aarly history and it is +first
referrad toc as St. Erc's Hermitage in 1912 when it was
granted by Christopher Fleming to the Franciscan Third Ordar
{Guwynn and Hadcock 197é, 274>, Thae Dissolution documants
mention a church and chancel with a balfry, all of which
could ba throwun down (White 1843, 313>, In 1343 the friary
was granted to Sir James Fleming, lord of Slane. Tha Capuchin
friars were introducad in 131 (Westropp 1901, 412). The nams
suggests, however, that it may be an early church sita.

Pescription (Fig. 41)

The building consistz of a nava and chancel church
ceparated by a crossing *tsuer, Thae masonry is of coursad
limestane with limestane Juains.

The a@ast windou of *the CHANCEL i3 missing but fragmants
of the sconticn are pick-dressed in late sixteanth/ aarly
seventeenth century fashion: Westropp <1301, 428) notes that
it was pointed, The north uall is featurelaess and bhas beean
butressed internally at tha east end. The south wall is lit
bw two tuin-light oczee-heacded windows which splay internally
and have a lintelled rear-zrch. The asasztern example is the
best prasarved and hai flcral interlace and a marigold motif
in the spandrals., The wasz*ar-n window has oniy ona surviving
spandrael which is ornamented with florai interlaca. Bar-holas
and glass grooves ara prezent. There is a small cupboard in
the south and anocther in *N¢c east wall. Thare is a wvault
underneath which is atr-zacted by a flight of staps but its
antrance is blocked b falléen masonry.

Tha TOWER is rectanjsu!lar and has three floors. The ground
floor has a round arch rizing to +irst floor lavel which
opens onto thae chancel. A !intalled door Wwith chamferad hood
in the east wall provides access from tha chancel to a
rectangular chamber with a szmall round-headed window, having
a lintelled rear-arch, an the north sida? the vault is
pointed and traces of wicker centering are present. The nerth
wall has a lintellad door laading to tha stair. In the south
wall a lintelled door with internal pointed arch providaes
accass into thae residaential building on the socuth. The wast
wal! is erntered through a fine pointed door with mouldaed
Jambs and a hood-moulding decoratad with alternating rose and
quatrefoil pattermns. Tha door is flanked by two round-headed
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plasteraed alcQues.

The first floor has a pointed wvault and is entared
through & lintelled door naar wWwhich is a raectangular
cupboard! the floor corbels are present and origsinally it
would have been of timber. In the aeast uwall a lintalled
Passage leads to a garderobe with extarnal chute:’ it has a
small retangular lintalled window in the west wall and
another in tha east wall. A lintelled door in tha south wall
leads to the stair for tha sacond Ffloor but it is nouw
inaccessible. According to Westropp ¢(19@!, 427> this floor
has a fireplace and chimney. A drainage course., which would
havae tupported the parapat, is presant above tha sacond floor
and a turret rosae in the north-west angle., The gable line of
the chancel iz apparent as a slot at this level.

The NAVE walls stand to a height of 2 m. Tha north wall
is coancealed extarnally by a build-up of earth and has no
visible features apart from the remains of a possible windouw,
with a chamfered granite jamb, against the wast wall of the
tower. Wastropp (1301, 428) 3aW traces of a low window naar
the west gable which was decorataed with an ornamantal shield
"with raised corded edgas bYaaring a fess chaquy with a
fantastic animal in chiaef"! thera is no trace of it now. The
south wall iz also featurelez:z except for a door at tha west
end. Only portions of the doorjambs survive, but +the hood
moulding terminal, a lar3e Juatrafoil, is presant on the wast
Jamb. A photograph of c.19@8 shows that the door was pointad
and similar to the west door of the towar < Tranch 13785, 29):
a drawing of it by Westropp (1281, 427) shows a finial. The
waest zable iz largely intact and has two rcund-headad and one
straigsht locp haphazardly arranged in the wall. The lowermest
of the round-headed wind¢ws is chamfsred. The top of the
sable iz ivy cowvered but haz a small belfry of one arch.

Cn +thke :=zouth side of the church is a ractangular
RESIDEMNTIAL BUILDING separatad from the tcuwer by a short
Passage. The building had thraee floors with gablas on the
aast and wast walls. The s3round floor is entered from tha
passage through a lintallaed docor. Thera is a blocKed-up door
with a flat segmental arch in the wast wall. In the east wall
is a blockKed opaening shoun by Westropp (1901, 423, 423) as a
fireplace. The south wall Kas the remains of a badly damagad
fireplace and a blocked window with segmantal rear-arch. Tha
first floor was approached from the passage by a Fflight of
steps with a round-haaded hagioscope. There is a fireplacae in
the aast wall and a 3Jarderoba wWwith saat and a naeatly
corbellad roof in the south. In thae Wwaest wall is a lintelled
Wwindow with an hour-glass splay. Tha second floor was lit by
a single ractangular window, With hour-glass splay., in aach
of tha gables.

"Apostle Stone"™ (P!, 20a’. Late 14th./ Early 15th cant.

A large coffin-shaped block of sandstone a short distance
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wast of the church. Carved in rgliaf with six apostlas on
each of tha long sidaes and a Crucifixion with Mary and John
on the broeader end. Many of tha apostlas are damaged 30 not
all can be identified. Thay are drassad similarly in a tunic
and cloakK caught over the left arm, Only SS. Paul and James
ara clearly identifiable. Hickey (13732 has shouwn that <this
is part of a composita tomb remevad from Navan in the late
eighteenth cantury. Its covaering slab is now at Slana Castle
(see below). .

Dims, H 175 & J2-92 0 94 cm.

St. Catherine. 1!3th cent.

Large crudely-shaped block of limestona among loozae stones
benaath the touwer. [t iz squared o«ff on one sida showing ©St.
Catherine with a wheel in har laft hand and har right hand
across her chest. She 15 dressed in a cloak caught over har
left arm and tunic with a crown., Tha stylae is not unl ikKa the
apostle stone (aboval. -

Dims: H. 84 W, 48 D, 20-32 <m.

Ellenor Fleming and Pgrelope Moora. l1B667.

Table tomb in the chancel now dismantled excaept for one table

suprport and the end panel uwhich ara in positiomn against tha N

wall. The mensa consist:z of a large rectangular slab of

limestene, three edges of which bhave concave and conveax

mouldings but the fourth side was intandad to raest against a

wall. The top has an achievement of arms in false realief of

thae Flemings, Moores and Barnewalls. The supporters arae tuo

goats with collars and rings and the motto? BEARNE REGWVN.

Incisad roman inscriptiont
TH!S MONIMEMT WAS ERECTEC/ BY RAMNDALL LORO BARON OF/
SLAME MARIED FIRST TO ELLEMCOR. BARMEWALL WHO HERE 157/
ENTERED DAVGHTER TC Sr RICHARD.” BARMEWALL oF
CHRICKESTOWNE,” KNIGHT & BAROMETT & AFTER TO THE LADY
PEMELOPE MOORE. DAVGHTER TO HEMERY MOQORE.” EARLE OF
ORCQGHEDA.. ANMO 1BET.

The side panal is now complaetely covarad by the mansa but it

is a large rectangular pigce of !imestone. Tranch (1976,

38-1, 49) describes it asz having the arms of Moora impaled

with Spencer and the follcuwing inscription:
THIS IS THE COATE OF HENRY MOORE/ EARLE OF DROGHEDA AND
CAME ALICE/ SPEMCER HIS WIFE WHOSE DAVGHTER, PEMNELOPE
MOORE IS SEACOND WIFE TO. RAMNDLALL LORD BARRON OF SLANE/
THE SAIDE DAME AL ICE ZPENMCER DAVGHTER TO WILLIAMA LORD
EARRON OF WORME LAYTCMN WHOSE SONN BEING/ KILLED AT
NVBERRY IM HIS MATis SERVICE WWAS BEFORE BY, CHARLES THE
FIRST HIS SAI0 MATie CREATED EARLE QF/ SUNDERLANnd, THE
MOTHER TQ THE SAID DAME ALICE WAS/ PENELOPE WRIOETHESLY/
CAVGHTER OF HEMRY SARLE OF SOVTHAMTTON WHOSE, BROTHER/
THOMAS EARLE OF SOVTHAMTTON SONN TO THE SAID HENRY./ AS
CREATED LORD HIGH TREATSERER QOF ENGLAND. AND DIED ANNO
1ee?

Dims: H. 219 W. 113 D. 2 cm.

Trench 1976, 30.
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Cross. 1B8th cant.

Mow missing, this cross was last 3aan hare in the aarly
197@s. It consists of a shaft fragment decorated in relief,
having a tenon at the base. Tha daecoration consisted of a
crucifixion, the Virzin and Child, a bearded ecclesiastic and
St. Andrew.

Oime. H ¢.45.5 ¢cm.

¥.ing, 1984, 103.

2. PARISH CHURCH OF ST. PATRICK

Althouah recognised by successive writers since at laast
the time of Archdall a3 tha Franciscan Friary this is to be
idantified as the parish church. Tha chartar to tha
Franciscan Third Qrder makaesz it claar that they were at St.
Erc's Hermitage (Gross 1791, ii, 2.

It iz the site of the Early Historic monastery raefarrad
to in the early annals <(sae abovae?. The data of its
foundation is not Known but the association with S5. Erc and
Patrick zuggests that its beginnings may go back to the fifth
century. Apart from *he fraszmentary remains of a shrine tomb
ncthing of pre-Morman date now ramains on the hill.
Incidental anrnalistic referencas ., houwevear, maka it claar that
it had a round touwer and an cratory <(daertheach). Littlae is
¥noun of the church during the Anglo-Norman period but in
1682 Bishop Dopping records that the nava and chancal wara in
ruin since 1541 (Ellison 1972, 43, A naw parizh church (C Qf
IV was built im {712 in the village “thg site of the o¢ld
being inconveniant, upon a hill of difficult ascent® (Trench
18vg, 7, 111, :

Dezcription (Fig, 42! Pl., 28a>

The church consists of an wundifferentiated nave and
chancel with a south aiszle, a wast towar and an annaex at thae
east and., The masonry iz of coursaed limastone wi? limastona
quoins. Thare arae traces of internal plaster in the nave and
chancel.

Tha east uwall of the CHANCEL survives to a height of
almost 5.5 m but it iz featureless axcapt faor a tall
rectangular lintalled recess set 9@ cm above ground leval on
its north side: tha recess measuras 212 by V2 em and is 38 cm
deep. It has tracas of elaster and appaears tc be an orlginal
feature, Externally the gablae has a batter and thae terminal
of the gable coping survivas on the north side. The north
wall survives to a helght of about 6@ cm but the original
height was closer to 4 m. The north wall is now faeatureless
with the axcaeption of an ocpening with internal splay, wuwhich
Westropp <1901, 417> appaars to dascribe as a recess. The
south wall survives to a haight of about 25 em for thae
eastarnmost three matres but then there 1s a uwindow and
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bes ide it a blocKed-up door with portion of a rounded arch
showing on tha aexterior and a rounded sagmaental rear-arch.

The annax iz antared through a Joor on tha south sida of
the chancel's east wall. Only the north jamb of the door
survives?! this is chamferad and has a semi-prramidal stop.
Tha masonry of the annex seems to be entirely of recent data.
The presenca of the door, howevar, suggasts that thare was a
building here in Late Medieval times. Ilestropp (13801, 416>
suggested that it may have bhean a burial place.

The mnorth wall of the MAVE was constructed in thraee
sections. The oldest and thickaest portion is in the cantre
and additions were made to it in the fifteanth cantury on tha
east and west. The wall has one mullioned window and traces
of another, both probably of fifteanth century date. The
south wall has a pointed door at the west and and a mullionad
Wwindow similar to that in thea north wall. The raemaindar
consists of an arcade of four bars linking the nave with the
south aisle. The arches are pointed, except for the
westernmost which is rounded, and of Jdiffarent widths. APAbova
the arcada., at clerestorey laeval, is a blocKed round-windowuw,
probably of thirteenth century date (sae Westropp 1901, 417),

Thae SOUTH AISLE is of sixteenth century Jdate but thae
blacked claraestorey windouw indicatas that it raeplaces an
earlier aislea. There iz an external string coursae which would
have supported a parapet., The east window is missing except
for one cornar moulding’ north of it is a tapering recass.
The scuth wall has a pointed doorway with a small oguee-headad
windou aboue and thera are fragmants of two twin-light
recund-headed chamfered uindows with square hood mouldings of
sandstone. The west windcocw is alioc miszing.

The TOLER (Pl. 29) is rectangular and is wvaultad at
third flocor level. It ariginally cpened cntoc the church with
a rathar wide flat arch.but it haz baen supported by modaern
infill narrowing the spaca cocnsiderably., Extarnally the walls
are slightly battered with a ztring caurse at balfry laevael
and an off-set. Tha 3rcund floor is rectangular with a
four-centred archaed dcor in thae west wall and a blocked door
“in the south which formerly led directly to tha stairs., Thea
stair is entered from the rnava through a pointed chamfared
door, which appears to have bean rasat. The first floor has a
large. pointed window with extarnal hood mould in the wuwest
wall., The drop tracary consists of three cuspad lights’ above
are two large opposed mouchattas, tuwo daggers and a
quartar-ogee quatraefoil. The second and +third floors arae
foaturaelass but ware anterad througsh a lintelled dooruavs.
The fourth floor (tha belfry stage) has +twin-light pointed
Wwindows in each wall?! aextarnally these are set into a broad
recess with corbaels abova szupporting the parapet which has
tall angle-turrets. Betwaan tha corbals on the south side is
a4 limestone head with. a thin pointed face, a linaead forehead
and sneering exprassion ¢Trench 1876, 19),



Architectural! frasments

Woman's head.

On the north pier of tha main sateway into the graveyard.
Sandstone. She has protruding er»es, a long straight nosa and
a tiny slit for tha mouth. The hair appaars to be covared in
a tvypa of pill-box which is decorated in front with a foliage
pattern in falsae relief while the sidas have two different
snake-!ikKe animals with claws (Weztropp 1901, 428).

Dims. H. 36 . 20 0. 26

Mouldad capital.

Set inte the south Frier of tha main gateway into thae
araveyrard

Cims. H. 18 W, 22 0, 2€ cm,

Window spandrel.

Limestone. Undecorataed., 3et into the graveyard wall Dbeside
the north pier of the main gateway.

Dims. H., 24 W. 24 cm.

Monumants

Shrine temb (Pl. 2Sa}. Prae 1208.

South of the tower in thae graveyard are two gable shapaed
stones traditicnally regarded as St Ercs grave. Thae side
panals are missing.

Querall dims. H. 192 W 163 0. 82 cm.

. Kenwan (Fig, 356:4) 1Eth cent.

Immediatelv east of the strina is a caoffin shaped limestona
slab with gabled top broken intb three friaeces. Decorated in
reglief with an eight-armed loriated cross sn staps wWith a
"chalice and book flarnkins *he stem. The gabled end has a
scalleped border arnd the sides ara mouldad. Gothic
inscriptiont W . KERNWAM.

Dims. H.? L. E8-32,

Other Features

Piscina 1. .
Sat into the north-uest cornar of the tower thara is a
rectngular undeccrated sar.-2stone piscina.

Dims. H/ 18 W. 32 0. 29 cm.

Piscina 2.

Fragment of a circular sandstonae vessal! set in the south-east
of the south aisle. Angular!y bevaelled basin with a flat lip
and shallow intarior.

Oims. H. 18 W. 42 cm,.

?Cross fragmant.
Sat into thae lowast course of tha waest wall in thae aisle is a
ratangular fragment of zandstone with a running scroll
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design.,
Dims. H. 13 W. 24 cm.

Well

Within the gravevard Wwall on tha north side of tha church,
this Is enclosed by a modarn stone surround.

Dims: Diam. 140 cm.

4. THE COLLEGE

Despite statements by lWestropp (1991, 411> and othars as
to the foundatlion of this collaga in 1512, tha date of
foundation is unkKnown.

Description (Fig. 437 Pls. 28a, 29b)

This bullding 1s constructed around a quadrangle and has
four ranges, referrad to hera as north, south, sast and uwast.
The masonry is of coursed limgstong wWwith limestone quoins.
It is built upon a rock outcrop, clearly visible on tha south
side.

The GATEHOUSE is a fragmantary structure aast of the main
buildings. It survives to a haeight of 4.182 m., 1t was a tuwo
storayed structure, with a base battar on tha aast to a
haight af 1.7 m. It has a fragmentary barrel vault at ground
flcor lavel! the remnants of a spiral stair survive on tha
south-west angle giving accass to a room abova thae gata. Tha
bar holes for tha gate are frasant. Thara is an aexternal
string course at first floor leval which probably supported a
parapet. There is no trace of a pracinct uwall associated with
tha gatehousea. ’

The original main entrance to the quadrangle was probably
on the east, in thae section of wall immadiately opposite tha
gatehouse which has bean replaced by modern masonry. The
prasant antrance is on the socuth sida opposite St. Patrick's
Church,.

The SOUTH RANGE is entarad through a four-centre archad
door with ivy laaf decoration in +the spandrels. Above tha
door 13 a rectangular zandstone plagque bearing a haraldic
shield with tha arms of England and Franca impaled. Ovarhaad
at roof lavel is a s3zargovla’ tha head has overhanging
aevabrows, bulbous ayas, double bulping nose, a large opan
mouth with drooping moustachae and what appaears to ba a small
creature ¢craul ing down the forehead. The south rangs is
divided into two sactions: a Hall/ Raefectory on tha Wwast, and
a Towaer on the aast,

The Tower i3 rectangular and is saeat at an angle to the
othaer buildings? it is earlier than the rest of tha complaex.
Externally it has a basae battar on the scuth side and traces
of a plinth at the north-uest corner. The ground floor |is



entared through an irregular opening in the west wall. Tha
chambar i3 rectangular with a round barrael-vault having
traces of wickerwork centaering. It has threae slit-windous
With hour-glass splay on tha south, a rectangular window on
the east and tuwc pointed doors on the north, ona leading +to
thae east range, the othar to a spiral stair. The north-east
and south-uest angles have turretted spiral’ stairuwalls. The
south-wast stair opens cnto the exterior beside tha antrance
but probably opaenad into .a woodan building originally. The
first flsor had large large rectangular splaved windous in
the south and sast walls and possibly also opening north ontso
the sast rangae. The second floor has been almost completely
ramovad but it has =mall splared rectangular Windous in the
south and another in the east uwall.

Trke Hall.” Rafactory i a two storaeavad building., The
around floor has two flat-arched doors opaning from the
courtyard, suggesting that it may have been subdivided. There
are two large lintelled fireplaces in the north wall. Thara
ara two staps towards the uast leading to a dais. Thaere is a
small gardaraobae in the north-wuest angle and a fireplace in
the west wall. The uppar floor uWwags divided intoc tuwo <and
poss ibly three) rooms and wWas lit by four rectangular
mullioned windows, tramsomad with sami-circular haeaads in the
south wall’ except for the sastern two windows, howaevaer, only
the decorated label ztors zurvive. Ona of thesa is a small
femala head, crouned and wWearing a wimple whese ands
terminate in a foliaje dasign?! +thae othar is a quatrefoil
desizn within a circle having a foliated bacKkground. There is
a gardaroba in the north-weit angle and three firaplaces, two
2f which have loszt thair lintels. ‘

The EAST RANGE was divided into two parts at ground flocor
level by a short pazsaga. The southarn section is a
rectangular chamber lit by a window in the east and wast
walls., The northern sectiomn has a stair turret  in the
north-east angle leading to¢ the first floor but all tracatof
this level ihas been removad. Tha opPenings from the north
ranga and courtyard have been brokKan.

The NORTH RANGE is a reaesidential section. It is two
storevad with two rooms on aach floor,., Each room has a largae
Plain lintellaed fireplaca and splavaed round-headed windows in
the north wall. A doublae j3arderobe placaead in the centraea of
the north wall on both floors served the rooms. The louwar
rooms had splayad rectangular windows opaning south onto tha
courtvard. Access toc the ground floor was through two doors
cpening from the courtyard., whose lowar chamferaed Jambs alone
are in situ.

The WEST RANGE was also rectangular but it has been
largely removed and only a blocked door survivaes in its aeast
wall which is otharwise featureless.

Monumants




Dragon

Fragmaent of a rectangular sandstone plaquaea attached to¢ tha
west wall of the socuth range. It daepicts the uppar half of a
dragon in relief with wings and claws.

Dima. H. 49 W. 37 cm.

Head

Small head carwved in high relief on a limestonae panel in tha
West wall of the courtryard. The face has protruding aeaeves., a
recassed pursed mouth and tightlv'curlad hair? tharae is a
smatl incised cross beside ths haad.

Dims. H 8 LW 1?7 cm,

Stone with Tudor rose .

Closa to the kead is a small ractangular sandstonae plaque
decorated in relief with a large flowar above a small Tudor
rose and a scallopad dasign.

Dims. H. 2@ L. 168 cm.

Fleming plaque.

On the wes* wall! of the courtvard is a sandstone plaque with
the Fleming arms on a heaater shaped shield, anglad underneath
a helm with mantling, crast and mortar (Tranch 1976, 21, 42
Dims. H. 38 W. 48 cm.

Stone with four Tudor roses

On the external wast wall of the tower is a 1long narrowu
candstone fragment which mar have bean a window., door lintel.
Dims., H. 1®8 W. T2 0D,  cm.

Holed stonsa
In *he foundations for a uwall in the east range.
Dims: H.!3 W.39 D.32 DQiam. of hole 12 cm.

Cut s3tone

Fifty-four fragmants are gatharad in the ground floor of tha
tower. These arae largely window and door moculdings although
one pilaster capital and two daecoratad labal stops are
present.

5. DTHER MONUMENTS

Mound

Abcut 20® m north-east of the College. Wastropp (1381, 424)
daescribaes "a curious lon3 mound Wwith a hump to the northern
end®, It has been suggested that this may be the raemains of
the "fearta virorim Fatce” {Killanin and Duignan 1362, 420).
This appears to bae rock outcrop, howevar, althocugh savaral
mounds occur in an undulating line across tha side of tha
hill

Souterrain 1 . _
In the field north of thae motte on the hillslope is a
souterrain running in a north-south direction.




Soutarrain 2

At tha bottom of the road leading up to thea Hill of Slana
mar¥Xed "cave" on the 0.S. map (Fig. 4@). 1t i noW closad
over but Waestropp (1901, 424) describas it as having a
beaehive chamber.

Font

Thiz was criginally in the old St. PatrickK's Church but it is
now situated at the back of the modarn Cathol ic Church in the
village (Roe 1968, 3I2). Undaecorated octagonal limestona
veseel with chamfered lower edgas and narrow roll moulding at
the base. Circular basin with blockad drainage hole. Therae is
damage to the uppar zdge on one side Possily whara a covar
was attached at one time. It i3 meunted on a modern iron
base.

Oims., H, 22 Diam. 70 0. 19 cm.

Holy wall

West of St. Erc's Hermitage in Slane Castle Demasna. This is
dadicated to Our Lady and iz the centre of a patron on 19
August each vear.

Monuments in Slane Castle Demasne

Effigy of a bishop. Late 14%th.” Early 13th cant.

Set against the wall in the courtyard of Slana castla. 1t
depicts a bishaep urder a broxen canopy. Ha i3 dressed in  a
chasuble cver a dalmatic and alb with amice around his nack.
He has a mitre on his head which rests on a doubla cushion.
He has prominent ears, the right hard is raisaed in blassing
and the damaged left hand would hava hald the wvexillium
draped craviar. Tha lowar part of the slab is damaged but his
feet probably restad om an animal <see Hunt 137V4, 214,
Hickey (197%) has pointed out that this affigy and tha
"Apostle stone"™ at St. Erc'z Hermitaga were movad hara from
Mavan in the late eightaenth century.

Dims: H. 187 W. B9-49 :=m.

lHater trough., cross basa

Although it has baen suzgastad that this is a cross basa
¢(Jrl. Roy. Soc. Rntigs. Ireland 32 ¢(19@2), 21@, <this is in
fact a ractangular water trzush.

Dims. H. 33 W, 837 D. €! zm.

Monuments at St. Patrick's Church (C. of 1.2,

These monuments ware movad hara Ffor safe-Keaping from
Painastoun and Stackallan.

Effigy (Painestown). Lata 12th./ early 13th cent.
Sat in the south wall of the church. Fraeestone. Ecclasiastic
on a coffin-shaped slab with chamfered edgaes. The foot and lis



pointed and the feet rest onm a haad. The figure is dressed in
a plaated garment falling in folds from the shoulders and
gatherad at the waist. The hands ara folded across the body.
The upper part of the body with the haad is missing. Hunt
¢ 1974, 214> compares it to the affigy of 3imon de Rochfort at
Nawtown Trim and Felix O0'Dullamy at Jarpocint,

Grave zlab (Stackallan), Lata 13th/ 14th cant.
€Slab dacorated in religef with a floriated cross flanked by a
doukle-adsed suord, with central groova and disc-pommal.
Incised lombardic inscription:
PRATER MNOSTER P CHARITE PYR LA~ LME SIRE RICHARD DEXCETRE
LE SECD'
Csae Trench 1378, 7

Grave slab “StackKallan), 12th/ 14th cent.

Coffin-shaped with incised tuo-line border. Incisad cross
with palmette at Sase and marijolds flankKing the upper arms.
The centra of the cross-head is also decorated with a Ffloral
motif ¢Treanch 1976, 9).

Door (Stackallan). Late 13th cant.

Set into the west wall of the church. Red sandstona door uWith
a low pointed arch. Moulded jambs wWith hood moulding
terminating in label stops with ivy leaves and having a
crouwned head as a finial.

Heraldic Plaque ¢(Stackallan). Late 1Sth czant.
Meulded rectangul ar plaqua with basal inscription,.
Achiavement of arms with luxuriant foliate mantling’; falcon
as crest with helm and shield belcw. The arms are those of
the Barnewallz of Crickstown (Tremch 1976, 41). Gothic
inscription: .
SCUTU BARMABE BARMEWELLE MILIT' SCODARII.- JUST DE BACC
CAPIT REGIS. MARGARETA PLUKET FUT UXOR EI'°
Leask (196@, 22) point: out that.Sir Barnaby Barnewall diad
in 14932, .

Fennor

On the south bankK cof the Porne, about lKm from tha village.,
are the remains of a severteanth cantury castellated house.
an early church sita and a soutarrain ({Rynna 13969,
Archaeological deposits have beaean racorded in tha wvicinity of
the church site (Swan 19722,

6. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. Six Bronze lachaets. Dug up in Slane Park in 1781, Sea
Wilde 1837, 966.

2. Club-haaded Bronze stick pin. From near Slane, Ppril 1848.
Roval Ontario Museum, Toronto: Sturge (ex-Bateman coll.)




8918.33.63 (Sea Pryor 19768, Mo, 49>,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

The Problems

Slane iz important for archaeological research because of
its prominence as a church szite during the Early Historic
paricd. After the coming of tha MNormans it was davalopaed as a
borough or small towun and the rears of its transition from
monastery to toun in the late +tualfth and thirteanth
centuries ara particularly important.

The Medieval :ztreet pattern uwas raeplaced in tha
eighteenth cantury and tha straeet layrout of the madiaval toun
reamains to ba discovered. The ford was an important faature
vat nothing is Xnoun of tha form, date or size of the first
brid3e and its succeszsors.

Nothing is Xnown of the form or size of pra-sevanteanth
cantury housing in Slane. [t is important to Know what sort
of buildings the medieval inhabitants of Slane lived in and
hoew thesae changed throush time. It is only whan houses have
been found that assessmentz can be mada of the impact of
native Irish, British and coritinental building technigquas on
Slana's craftsman. A zreat deal of information about changas
in building methods and fazhions can also ba derived from
stratified sites in which the remains of successive houses
are preservad,

The 3zrowth and axtant of the medieval touwn is not clearly
Kknown. The remains on the Hill of Slane indicate that it wWas
a focal point Ffor saettlement but the Down Survay maps
indicate that the sevanteenth caentury sattlament wWas nearer
the bridga. It is important to determina whethér both araeas
werea occuplied continuously or if onae succaeedad thae othaer.

It is wunlikaely that the opportunity will arise to
axcavate on the sitea of the medieval parish church of St.
Patrick or St. Erc's Hermitage but it is important to
ramamber that architectural featuras are only ona aspact of
the archaeology of religocus housas and tha excavation of a
mediaeval cemetery, such as that conducted at York, can
provida otherwise unobtainablae avidence about haalth,
disease, diet, and mortality ratas.

Archaeological Potential

Archaaology does not consist solely of aexcavation nor
doas it step at ground lavael. Tha archaeological evidaenca for
Slane's past comprises all +tha physical remains of man's
activities on the sita of the town, from its first occupation
to tha_prasant day.




The survay of its archaeoclogy indicatas that tha sita of
the town has been the scene of human activity in Early
Historic and Madiaeval timesz. Both documentary scurces and the
Known archaeclogical remains indicate that the town was
occupied continucusly from c.50@ AD into the post-madieval
paericd. The only remains which surviva above ground are thae
St. PatrickKk's parish church, 5t. Erc's Harmitage- the
College, a motte and bailey, and tuo soutarrains. In view of
the general lack of disturbance., archaeoclogical deposits arae
liKkely to exist over a large area and accordingly therae is
tha likelihooed of recovering house foundations, rafuse pits,
industrial areas, and uorkshops.

ARCHAEOLOGY , PLAMNNING AND DEVELOPMENT

It is evidaent from the foregoing that archaeclogy is an
important meanz of learning about Slane's Fast. The
pretaection of buried archaeological evidance presants seriocus
problems for not only is there the pressure of raedaevaelopmant
and the high value of urban properties with which t¢ contend,
but the sites themselwes are oftan difficult +to define or
evaluate? their full archaeclogical potantial may only becoma
apparent whan an excavation is wundartaken in advanca of
development or by observations make while development is in
prcecgress, It is important then, effort should ba madae to
zafeguard its archaeclogical haeritage and that adegquate
provision is made for investigation in advance of any
redevalopmant, This is best' achieved by wusa of planning
constraints and by conditicns attached to planning consants.

Area of Archaeological Paotential

The shaded portion of tha accompanying map <(Fig. 4@>»
delimits the area of archaeological potential within modern
Slane. In the absaence of archaeolocgical axcavations littla
can be sald of the eaextent and dapth of archaaeological
deposits. The develcpment of tha village in tha aighteenth
century probably removed some archaeological deposits but on
the Hill of Slane and ir Slane Castle Demense there is little
avidence for modaern disturbance. Accordingly, archaeological
deposits arae likely to aexist in tha area shaded pink on Fig.
90,
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TRIM

Trim is situated in low-lying countryside in the
south-wast of Meath, on both bankKs of the rivar Boyna. The
land north of the river is s3lightly higher than that on the
south and the medieval church of St. PatricK (now tha Church
of lreland cathadral? sits on the highest point. Tha ruins of
the Augustinian Priory (the "Yallow Steaple") alsoe occupy a
rise overlookKking the river. Thae placenams is darived from Ath
Truim, "the ford cof the alders”.

Hiztarizal Background

Ten prehiztoric objects are Knowun froem Trim or its
immaediata vicinity and thase range in datae from the Neolithic
to the Later Bronze Age indicating that +the site of the
future town was Known to man in early times. Its importance
to Prehistoric man was almost certainly as a fording point
but the possibility of a settlemant site hara cannot be rulad
out.

1t iz with *he coming cf Christianity that tha first
claar evidenca for a settlement at Trim occurs. It was the
site ¢f a monastery founded by St. Loman, a British saint,
and is aszociated from at least the ninth cantury with St.
Paxtricr. Abbots and bizhsps are recordaed from tha mid-eighth
centurv., The monastery was burned in 784 and in 1128 the
Anral: of Ulstar raecord that many diad when the churches of
Trim were burnt during a raid on Bragsa by Conchobar Mac
Lochlaimn and the Ul:ztarmer. It Wwas burnt again in 1143 and
1{%= <AFM), A House for the Augustirian canons appears 1o
have been founded bafora the coming of the Normans; it has
bean sudgasted that St. Malachy waz tha foundar <(Guynn and
Hadcock 1978, 193).

It is difficult to Know whara tha Early Historic
monastery of Trim was locatad because there ara no surviving
pre-Norman ramains. The Augustinian Priory was situatad
immediately north of the rivar and tha curving Fattarn formad
by High Streaet and Mavan Sate Street may represent an old
monastic boundary. On tha othar hand, the church of St,.
PatricKk 1s locatad outsida this area, and sinca Paricx is
associatad with Trim fraom an early date it is to ba axpectad
that tha church site would also ba early. Trim Castle was
built on church land and tha discovery of a small rectangular
building, possibly a small church, undarnaath the Kaep
¢Suaatman 1978, 133> may mean that tha monastery spread onto
thae south bank of tha rivar. Indead it is intaresting to nota
that the curve of High Streat is maintained by Castle Straat.
Could it ba that thae Early Historic monastery at Trim sas
bisectad by the river Boyne?




With tha coming of tha MNormans Trim bgcame the centre of
the new lordship of Meath. [t was selected by Hugh de Lacy as
tha site for a fortification described in the “"Song of Dermoct
and the Earl"* as "ume meisun” which ha defanded with a tranch
and stockade “Crpen 1832, 11. 3223-9>. This has baan
variously interpreted., by Orpan (18911-20, i, 292> as a motta
and by Barry (13983, 303 as a ringuork castle. It was
censtructed before 1174 beacause in that vaar it was attackad
and destrovyed by Ruaidri Ua Conchobair, King of Cennacht
(Orpen t911-2@, i, 238). Refortifiaed the following year., Trim
was *o bhecome the centre of tha most important manor in Mgath
~held succeszsively by the De Lacys, De OGenavilles, and Da
Mortimars. Richard Plantagenet, Duxe of York. inherited the
liberty and lands of T~im from Edmund de Mortimar in 1423,
and on his death at Wakefield in 1460, tha lands passed to
the croun (Sweaetman 1378, 13@0). Throughout the Middle Ageas
its castle was particularly stron3d, rasisting a two-month
siege in 1224 and it was bypassed by Edward Bruce during his
campaign in Meath in- 1313 (Orpen 1911-20, iv, 173).

Tha toun was probably astablishad at an early stagea in
the invasien of Meath but the earliest referance to it as a
borousgh is the chartar of Walter de Lacy issued in the aearly
vears of the thirteenth century <(MacMiocaill 1964, 74-5),
Little is Knoun of the history of +tha towun during tha
succeeding three certuries but it is evident from tha
surviving ramains that the thirtgenth caentury must hava baeen
a pericd of great grouwth. In the fiftesanth cantury it was an
important place of pilgrimaze because of a famous wooden
statue of Qur Lady, burrnt in 132 after the Raeformation
(Cogan 18687, 392). ‘

ARCHAEZL2G ICAL IMVENTORY

1. STREETS AMD STREET PATTERN

2. PBURGAGE PLOTS AND PROPERTY BOUMNDARIES
3. DOMESTIC HOUSES

4. MARKET PLACES

S. BRIDGE

6. CASTLE

7. TOWN DEFENCES

8. ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH

3. AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST, MARY
1@. FRANCISCAN PRIORY

11. DOMINICAN FRIARY

12. HOSFPITAL OF ST. MARRY MAGDALEN
13. MISCELLANEOUS

14. ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATICHN

13. LIST OF STRAY FIMDS

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN (Fig. 4%)




The straeat pattarn of Trim is unusual insofar as it doas
net conform to any of +the plan typas associated with
Arnglo-Norman touns in Ireland (3aa Bradley 1985). Essentially
it consists of one large curving straet, i.a. MNavan Gate
Street, High Street and Castle Streat, off which MHaggard
Streat, Mill Street and Markat Street run in an east-wast
direction. Tha pattarn was complated by tha St Loman Stragt
on the north bank of the Baoyne and Watergata Street and Emmat
Streat on the south, all of which are aligned north-south.

2. BURGAGE FPLOTS AND FPROPERTY BOUNDARIES

The burgage plot pattern iz largely intact over most of
the town. The construction of new houses in St Loman Street
and the amalgamation of properties an the north of Market
Straet, however, has largaely removed the pattern +thaere.
Elsewhare, and particularly in MNavan Gate Streaet, Migh Straet
and Emmat Streat, the long burgage plot - appaars to be tha
rule. The presence of a clear burgage plot pattern outside
the touwn wall in Emmet Streat suggaests that therae may have
baen a suburb here.

3. DOMESTIC HOQUSES

Tﬁere are no remains of early medieval hous ing in Trim
but two domestic dwellings  of the Ffifteenth caentury have
survivad.

Talbot Castle (Fig. 49! Pl. 32a) .

Situated in Abbey lane., off High Streat, this was built by
Sir John Talbot in 14135 and has a sub-rectarngular plaqua on
the north wall bearing the arms of Furnival and Talbot in
relief, with talbots as suppcrters. The Present building is
constructed in tuwo sacticns, tha westarnmost of which is
fiftaenth caentury, wuwhile the eastarn is ninateenth. Tra
castle was not opan to us for inspection but it would aFpaar
that 1t consists of two floors, a vaulted undercroft with the
maln reception room cwerhead l1it by thraee ocgea-~haadaed
tuin-light transomed windows in tha north wall. Thare uwas
probably a wall-walk laeval above this but it has been removad
and replaced by a slated roof. On the south sida is an
enclosed gardan stretching to the banks of the Bovna with tuc
sami-circular turraets at the waterfront: both appear to be of
racent orlgin.

NMangle Castla (Fig. S©>,

Situated in Abbey lane Immediately north of Talbot
Castle. It is completely naglected and has a galvanisad roof
@nabling it to function as a shed. It 1s ractangular uWith its
long axis alignad NW'SE. The walls only survive to first
floor level and largae parts of the south wall have baean
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rebuilt, Tha end walls ara slightly higher than thkae side
walls. The ground floor is faaturaelaess except for a racess in
the east wall. There is & zmall rectangular annex in thae
north-east cornar at first floor laval, to accommodatae a
garderobe., lit by a straight 1lintellaed slit with intarnal
splay. The east wall has a corbelled extension at first floor
lavel 1it by a singlae straight slit, The waest wall has a
similar slit at first floor leve! wWith an eroded stona head
projecting at the south-west Cornear.

The building lacks diagnostic dating features but it can
be dated to the fifteanth century on tha basis of its
similarity to cther fortified town houses within tha Palae
(Murtagh 19823,

4. MARKET PLACE

This was lecated in MarKet Straeat which is broader than
any of the other straets in the town. Thers was a market
crass here and a pyramid of savan or eight staps called the
"market cross" on which it was beliaved there had bean a
siluer statue of St. Jokn (Cogan 1867, 312). It survived into
the aighteenthk century oppasite tha Court Housea.

3. BRIDGE

The early grouwth of Trim appears to be 1linked to its
impartance as a fordinz pPoint. During the Middla Ages thera
Wwaz one bridge, rerrescentad today by an aighteenth century
bridse of four arches., IWatargate Bridge is ¢f nineteanth
centur» date.

6. CASTLE

Situated on thae sz2u*h banK of the Boayna this is the
largast madieval castle in Ireland and anclocses an area of
over 2 acres within it3 curtain wall. It consists of a
cantral Keep surrounded by & curtain wall having seven toudars
and two gatas? in the ngrth wast angle is the ramains of a
hall.

No avidence was found during the excavations to suggest
that tha initial castle built by Hugsh de Lacy baforae 1174 was
a motta (Sweetman 1973, 185). It is possible, as Barry (13983,
303) suggasts. that the initial fortification wWas a ringuork
but it is equally possibla that tha construction of the Kaap
destroved thae avidanca for a motte. Thae castle was built on
church lands and the aearliest building on the sita
(Suaetman's Structurae J) appears to be the remains of a small
oratory (Swaeetman 1978, 131-3), The aarliest fortifications
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consist of a fosse and gate featura (Swaeetman's Structure B)
which pradate 1200, The architectural stylae of the Keap also
predates 1200 although thare are documentary referencas uwhich
suggast that it was not completad until 1228 (Sdeetman 1974,
71, Thae curtain wall appears to have baan built in  two
sactions., Tha touwers on the north side are square in plan
whereas those on the zouth are round. SwWaetman (13878, 186)
has suggastad that the Keéap Wwas begun and north curtain built
c.i120?2 but that as a raesult of tha dissagreamaents bDatuean
Walter de Lacy and King John the complaetion of the Keep and
the construction of the scuth curtain did not take place
until 122@ or slightly later. Thae archaeolocgical evidence
sug9gasts that the castle was rict intansively occupied until
the mid-thirtaeanth century, probably coinciding with the
coming of Geoffrey de Gerneville to Trim in 1254 (Sweetman
1978, 18€), The castle was lived in by de Genaville until
1302 and although some fifteaenth century objaects wera found
in the course of eaxcawvation thae archaeological evidence
indicates that occupation largely ceasad aftar c.1350
(Sweetman 1978, 132>, In the mid-sevanteenth century tha
castle was reoccupied by Confaderate forces but uwas abandonead
in 149 (Sweetman 1278, 187

Description (Fig. 4! Pl. 21D

The KEEP iz 3ited on top of a sently sloping hill almost
cantrally within the baun. It iz square in plan with a
smaller zquare touwer projecting from each of its sides.,
ervcept an the north wheare it was removed bafore thae beginning
of the eighteenth cantury. It iz constructed en bedrock and
the “ase has a battered plinth which excavation showaed o
have been added in the mid-thirteenth century (Swaetman 1378,
131>, There is a clear break in the masonry about half-war up
the Keep indicating that it was constructed in tuwo phases.
The masonry consists of coursed limestone rubble with
sandstona quoins and jambs in the louwaer portion. Sandstone is
lacxing in the upper part and the uWindows are square-headed
by contrast with the rounded arches below. Tha masonry in the
lower part is alsoc more compact.

The Keap uwalls average 2.73 m in thicknass and it stands
to a maximum height of 21 m., The main part of the Kaap i3
threae storeyed but the projecting towars ara four storavead.
Extaernally the buildirng i3 plain and unadorned. MNear tha top
the main wall faces are sat back slightly but tha corner
turrats and the smaller *cuers rise vartically upsards. It
Wwas entared at first floor leval through a round haaded door
in the north face of the tower projacting from the wast wall.
This floor is divided by a thick central wall. into a large
hall and a narrocw chamber. The chamber has a fireplace wWith
circular chimney and larga round archad windouws mith intarnal
sPlay in the north, south and cast walls? a lintellaed mural
Passaga laads to the uwaest tower which has threa arrce
embrasuras which probably had straight lcops coriginally, but
two of thaem Wwarae raeplaced in the sixtesnth century uswith a
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small chamfaearad mullioned window. The hall has large round
arched windows in the north and socuth walls and lintellad
mural passages leaad inte +tha north (missing) and south
towers! tha latter has threa arrow embrasures Wwith straight
loops. The earliest z*aga of *tha Kear was no higher than this
and thae sandstone cpringers for thae roof supports are presant
in the crozz wall while the zable line of the original roof
ts guident in the north ard south walls. The floors above
lack the certral dividing wall but they are similarly laid
out axcept that the windcuz are smaller and square-headed.
The towers are vaul*tad on *ha ground floor and thae east touar
has a chapel on the zecosnd floor, which has a round archad
wall receass.

The CUPTAIM WALL zurvive:z almest completaly intact on tha
south and west and fragmants remain on the east sidae’ it had
a circuit of about 4@® m. It was built against the scarped
face of a natural hill and tharae is an average drop of I m
batween internal and external ground level, Thare is a wida
plinth along the uwest face and it was surroundaed by a moat.
It avaeragas @ m high extarnally and 3 m internally, and has
arn average width of 1.2 m. Internally, thae wall is brokKen by
squarae embrasures and lon3 stralght arrow lo0pPs.

The touers are describad balow in an anti-clocKuwise
diraction beginning with tha lest Gatehouse (3ae Sueatman
1978, 147-72),

The WEST GATEHOUSE is racztangular and is divided into a
barrel -vaul*ed paztajze with a rectarngular chamber on the
north. The chamber is placed above a cellar with a flagged
floor. There iz no aczess tc the cellar from outsida and it
muet Fave baen entered ariginally througsh a trap-door.
Excavation indicated that the cellar was delibarately filled
in around the middle of <%*e fourteenth century (Sweatman
1978, 147-8>., The firzt floor lavel is featureless. Tha
portcullis groova i3 frezzrnt in tha passage.

TOWER A lay just insiZe the line of tha old touwn wall. It
is open-backed with one s3i-aight 1loop in the south wall.
Excavation shouad that th

sterile redaposited boulcd
been packKkead into positi
(Swaeetman 1978, 149>

e “azal S m of fill «consisted of
er clay which would appear to¢ have
ar. when tha towar was complatad

TOWER B is oren-backed and has two laevals, each having
tuwo straight loops within almost square ambrasuras.
Excavation revealaed that it das back-filled in tha
saventaanth century gsrobably for -use as a gun platform
(Swegtman 1978, 149). Immediataely east of this tower, at the
base of the curtain wall is a small sallyport.

TOWER C is similar to B axcept that it has a sallyport
and a thirteanth century blocking wall. It was divided into
tue floors each having two straight arrow loops. Immadiataely
to the north is a rectangular stone structure added in tha
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saventeenth century. Like B, tha tower was bacKfillad in the
saventeanth century Probably for wuwsa as a gun platform
¢(Sweetman 1978, 149-3@), The sallrport is approachad by a
mural! stair? it has a segmantal arch,.

TOWER D is also open-backad and has a thirtaenth century
blocking wall similar tc C but, unlika the other towars, it
has three floors. There are thraee straight loops within
ambrasuraes on tha grournd floor level and ona on tha Ffirst
floor. & mural stair rises from tha ground floor and lad
originally to the wall walk of tha curtain wall but it is nou
blocked by modern masonry. This tower was also backfillaed in
the zeventeenth century (Sweatman 1973, 152>, Immediataly
north of the tower is the remains of a lime Kiln.

The BARBICAN GATE (Fig. 47) consists of a round towar
With a narrou passageuway spanning the moat leading %o tha
rectarigular barbican on the south side. The towar has thraa
floors but iz lackKing its wall-walk and parapaet lavels’ the
barbican, alsc of thrae floors, is complata. The towar is
entered from tha north through a pointed arch leading into a
barrel-vaulted passage, but most of the vault has collapsad.
The passagae is a narrow rectangle with a mural passage on tha
gast and wast giving accaess to two straight loops  on aach
side’ the portcullis groove (3f red sandstona? is on tha
south im a pointed arch. A zpiral stair in the Western rnmural
passage leads to tha upper floors. The Ffirst floor has an
irregular hexagonal plan and from hare tha portcullis and
drawbridge uwere operated. It has one arroud embrasure in the
rarth wall and tuwo im the east., all of ‘which have straight
leops. A mural pasaga in tha wast wall with two straight
leaps leads ontoc the curtain wall. Cn the eaeast & mural
passade laads antc the wall-walk of the link-wall betwean tha
tcwer and barbican. A broken door in tha east wall leads to
the curtain wall on *hat sida, and immediately to the north
of it is a lintellaed firarlaca. The zecond floor is also
somewhat haxajonal in plan and has fiva arrow ambrasures with
straight loops, and a firarlace.

The towar is linked +5 the barbican by tuwo straight uWalls
2.5 m apart. These arae arched at ground laval in order *to
span the moat and are plain except for two straight loops in
the wast wall and omna in the east wall at first floor laval.
The space Was crosszad originally by mgans of a drawbridge.

Tha barbican is entared through a rounded arch on the
north sida. The passage is short and narrow and laeads through
a roundaed arch to tha exterior! this arch is lowar than its
northarn countarpart but its base is still some 2.5 m abova
ground level indicating that it must have been approachad
originally by means of a woocden ramp. The first floor is a
small raectangular chambaer Wwith, a straight-looped arrou
embrasure in the south wall and a shorter straight loop in
both the east and west walls. A lintelled deor in the north
wall laads to the wall-walKk lavel of the linkKk-wall connecting
the barbican wWwith the tower, Tha second floor was the
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wall-walKk leve! and has four angle-loops and four cranals.

TOMER E is an opan-bacKed angle-towar of three +floors.
Thae lowar tuwo floors have three ambrasures uwith straight
loops on each floor. The uppar part of the towar is plain.
Almost all of the curtain wall is missing on the east sida
franting the Boyne.

An angle fragment of TOWER F was aexposad in an axcavation
cutting. It was sufficient to show that it is of rectangular
form.

Only the north-east wall of TOWER G survives. It has an
external plinth and stands %o secind floor height. Tha ground
floor has a single cantrally placed straight loep. On +tha
first floor are two straight looped ambrasuras and on . the
second floor 1s cone similar ambrasurae.

Thae HALL was L-zhaped but it only survives in fragmentary
cendition. It has an external base batter and stands to first
floor height. The ground flcor on tha @ast sidae consists of a
barrel vaulted chamber. Trere are remains of four arrou
embrasuras in the north wall! on the first floor., The north
end appaars to have beern a rectangular tower. It has a
straight looped arrcw embrasure in the Wwest wall and tdo in
the north wall? one of the latter haz a modern stair brokKan
through it. PAn L-shaped wall projacts to the north:’ its
function is unclaar.

The wall footings of a rnumbar of fgatures were discovarad
s3auth of the Keep in the ISurse o2f exfauation. Tha large
open-ended rectangular structurea (Structure B in SwWeetman
18972 was commenced in the late twelfth or aarly thirteenth
century as a gata featurae and was extandaed on tha sast in tha
mid-thirteenth century (Swaatman's Structure E?> and on tha
west in the sevaenteenth (Zueatman 1378, 133-8). Tha wall
immediataly north of this structure also appaars to hava baan
added in the sevaenteanth zentury {Sueatman 1978, 136: wall
F)., Partly underlvinsg th: kKeep i35 a raectangular structure
surviving to a helight c¢f *4ys courses wWhich Swaetman (1878,
131-3) has suggestad may e the raemains of a pre-Norman
oratory.

The excavated portion of the fosse surrounding the Keap
congists of two sactions termad Fosse East and Fossa Wast by
Sweatman (1978, 13%-4@), Bcth ara flat-bottomaed but tha wast
sida was slightly larzaer than tha east. Fosse west was 8.3 m
widae at the mouth narrowing to 6.5 at the basa and had a
max imum depth of 3m’ fosse aast had a maximum width of 3 m at
the mouth narrowing to 3.3 m at thae base and was 1.73 m  in
max imum dapth. The fosse filled up during the late thirteenth
cantury and by the late fourteenth it had fallen out of use
complataly.
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7. TOWN DEFENCES

The dafences of Trim enclosaed an area of 19.28 hectares
¢49 acras) and had a circumferance of 2 Km (1.29 milas>. Vary
littla is Knoun of the Jdafencaes thamsalvas or of the mannar
in which they devaloped. Tha aarliest indication of thae
presance of a wall is the muraga grant of [29@ (Irish Record
Commission 1929, 36) and this was followad by othars in 1316
¢(Butler 1954, 28) and 1293 (Irish Record Commission 1829,
g9, Tha taun was aveided by Bruca during his campaigns of
121%-8, !+ appaars *z hava baen refortifiad during the
mid-zaveriteenth century but no daetails survive. Only
fragments of the curtain wall arae axtant and tharae are no
sources *o indicata the form or numbar of its mural touers.

Dezcription

Trim Castle formad the defences on the south-east side of
the town. From tower B of the castlae tha wall crossed Castle
Street and ran eastwards towards Dublin Gata. Here a plain
stretrch of wall, S@ m long and 895 c¢m thickK, survives (marked
"town wall® on Fiz. 44>, At its wastern end it is
incorporated into a large eighteanths” ninateaenth cantury
building. Tha wall ran westwards from DUBLIN GATE (site only)
for a distance of about 75 m baefora turning north following
the prcpartv boundary at the rear of Emmet Streat as far as
the WATER GATE <sita onlyY, Sactions of the wall, mostly
lacKking facing stones are prasant along this straetch’ a
raunded bend in the wall-line befcre it turns for the Water
Gate may represent a mural tower. Tharaea is no aewvidanca *to
suggest the existenca of a river wall. It may be inferrad
from the zite of Water Gate and tha distanca saparating the
north-east wall of Trim castle from tha Boyne that the rivaer
was orizinally broader.

The lina of the wall on the north side of the river
appaars to bae marxXxad on the weit by tha proparty boundary
north of Sarsfiald Avenue and at tha rear of the Raectory from
whare it coentinuad as far as tha ATHBOY GATE <(sita only).
Naar the rivar Boyne is a short saction of wall, about 68 cm
wida, and bahind it ancther secticn backing onto an earthen
bank which may ba part of tha wall. Thae 1line of tha wall
continued eastwards from Athboy Gatae for about 2080 m beforae
turning south to MAVAMN GATE (site only>. Along the north sida
of this stratch , a wall survives bahind the supermarkaet in
Haggard St. which broadans to bacome a wide earthen bankKk and
sKirts the field in which the Dominican Friary was situated.
This bank may uwell prezerva foundations of tha wall. From tha
Ppoint at which the wall turn: to the socuth a saries of neu
housing estatas have bBeaen built obliterating its course.

In tha property boundary immediately south of the site of
Mavan Gate the base of tha wall, 9%cms wide, is presant. Tha
wall-line ran scuth to tha end of this property and then
turnad scuth-waest, whara it has an external ditch, befora
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running south to Sheep Gate and the river. Here the wall is
80cm wide With up to aight coursaes of stoneaworkK and reaches a
height of 1.3 m but it is difficult to Know uwhethaer it is
original or not.

SHEEP GATE (Fiz. 49 is the only surviving gate and s
bonded into +the town wall on the north side. It is
rectangular and uwas two-storeyaed; the masonry consists of
coursed limestona. The passaze has a roundad arch at the east
and waest aends, that at the sast being the narrower. OCQn tha
south is a barrel vaultad ractansular passage antered through
a lintallad door. A docr in the ncrth wall with reconstructad
linte! leads to a spiral ztair in the north-west angla giving
accass to the flcor above.

2. ST. PATRICK'ES CHURCH (Fig.S1)

As outl ined earlier it iz difficult to baea cartain whan
this church was founded and it may well be pre-Norman. During
tha Middle Ages it seems to have functioned maraly as a
chapael because the Augustinian priory was the parish church.
Thae Visitation Book of Bizhop Dopping ¢(1682) notas that the
nave was in gocd repair although the chancel was ruined since
1€41, He adds that the roof was slated and the windows glazed
¢tE!lison 1972, 8, 12>, It i3 mouw the cathedral for the Church
of Ireland diccese of Meath.

Daszcription

The madieval ramains consist of tha ruined chancal and
e wact touwer. The touar iz of fifteenth cantury charactar
and tha chancel has an insertaed Wwindow o0f 3ix<teanth century
date.

Tha north and south walls of the CHANCEL survive to a
haight of about € m and are built of roughly coursad
limestone with a rubble core. Dnly thae foundatijons - of tha
east wall are preseant. Tha north wall is faeaturaeless excapt
for a brass matrix set into the wall, and a splaying windod
jJamb., The south wall has a sixteenth century threa Llight
cusped og9ee-headad windou with open spandrels under a
ractangul ar hood moulding *erminating in human heads (Pl,
32b>? the north terminal iz a bishop and the sjo0uth one is
crownad. Leask (1960, iii, I868) ragarded the lattar as a
raprasentation of Richard, Duka of YorK (d.14€08), and datad
the window to the mid-fifteaenth cantury. The identification
is nothing more than fanciful, howevar, and it is difficul?t
to parallal this typa of hood mould at such "an early dJdate.
The sandstonae mouldings of an earlier window are present in
the wall and the aast end of tha wall has been rabuilt.

The TOWER is raectangular, with a projecting stair-turret
on the north-wast angle, and has fiva floors with wall-walk




and battlements abova. The masonry consists of fairly avenly
coursed limastonae. The east wall has some fragmantary masonry
jutting out where a buttress may have baen attached and tha
south side is obscured by tha modarn church nave. Externally
the tower has a string coursa slightly less than half way up
and above it the walls are steppad backK slightly. On the aast
cide, howsver, the string course is lower and the wall is
gharply sztepped. Tha stair turrat is 1it by narrow slit
windows tua of which are in the wast wall and six in the
north wall. '

The ground floor forms the entrance porch of tha presant
day cathedral! and haz a medern door insarted in the west wall
tP1., 33bY., 1t Ras a raund barrell vault wuwhich has baan
recently repointed. Thara iz a plain pointed door In tha
south wall giving aczezs to the church. Originally an opaning
in the nerth wall provided access to the spiral stair but
this has bean blocked off and a modaern pointad door insartad
inta the west wall procviding access directly from outsida.
The first floor iz fea*ureless except for a plain rectangular
deeply splaved window in the west wall. Tha second floor has
a blocked raectangular uwindou in the north wall. Tha third
floor has a splayed ractangular wWwindow in thae aast wWall.
Exterrally, in the west wall, is & rectangular plaque with a
mgater chaped shield bearing the arms of Mortimar and de
Burgh: above is a small! limestona head. The fourth floor (the
belfrv ctage) has pointed *tuwin-light transomad wWwindouWws in
each wall with smaller cusped, pointed or ogee-haaded
single-light windows placed above in the east, south and wast
walls, The twin-light window in the south wall into which a
large clocKk has bean irsarted appears to have modarn
mullions?! abowe it i3 a :zmall limastone head with pointad
face uearing a flat zap. ThHe wall-uwalk is supported on a
drainage caurse and it: mcdern roof iz flat. The stair turret
rizes atove the wall-uwalw laval.

Fast of the tower the f-undations of tha old north wWwall
of the nave survive aexterrally beneath the presant nava wall.
Traces of an arch abuttirns *hg tower are visibla on tha
interior suggesting that <*r~ere mary have baen a north aisla
originally.

Architectural Fragmentz. !Sth/18th cants.

Ovar sixty fragmentz cof cut stone survive in the vicinity
of the church. Thase ar: gathered baeside <the chancel and
towar while othaers rave bLeen placaead bensath a nineteanth
century table tomb south-west of the church. Thasa includa
window mullions, door jambi, capitals and gable fragmants.
Some ara of sandstone but the majority are of limastone. Two.
in tha porch, arg dacorated with an undulating branch of jvy
and acorn leavas in reliaf.

?Gargoyle.
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Rectangular block of sandstone placaed against the laft side
cf the porch re-used as a gJravae slab. Crudaly incised
inscription on one sidas
PRAVAL.” [ IVMPRIS/ DEPARED., THIS...” LIFE Vv ~ NOVE/ MBER
1767
The stonae was clearly reuséed because part of a head wWwith a
mana of hair occurs above this.
Dims H 74 W20 T. 20 cm.

Memor ial Monuments

Grave 3lab. 13th.71d4th cant,

In the ruined chancel. Fragment of a coffin-shapad limastona
slab. !t has two chamfered edzes and traces of a fleur de-lis
cross. Its dimansions suggest that it was probably for a
child.

Oims: L 42 W 19 0 7 ¢cm,

Cross slab. 13th. l4th zent,

Small coffin-shaped !imastone slab with an incised cross sat
in the porch, The tarminals, Knop and cantre of the cross are
mada from circles .

Oimse: L 69 W 2-16 T 13 cm.

Mamorial brass matrix, Early 14th cant. -
In *he ruined chancal. Coffin-shaped conglomaratae with
indents faor a marzinal lombardic inscription enclosad by a
narrow border and the bust of an wecclesiastic wundar a
pinnacled canopyr. It is brokan in two and in vaery bad
condition, The lettering is indeciphearable now but according
to Butler < 18%4, 15%) it read as follcuws!
...HIC! RECTOR: ET¢: ARCIHILEVITESI: HIC: 1ACET! IRA:
DEI: PACIFICETVYR: EI:
“Dims? L 192 W 90-73 Daepth of indent c.Zmm
FitzGarald 1921-3, 221

Effigial slab. c.1425-50,

Sat within & modern frame in the porch. Red sandstone.
Rectangular slab decorated uWwith a malaea and femalae head above
a crucifixion in relief. The male has short curled hair while
the lady uwears a barbatte. Christ is nailed to a floriated
cross With two angels above his head suinging cansars. Ha .has
a halec and his fget are crossad. John and Mary stand on
either side, both dressad in cloaks and tunics. At thair feet
are twoc undulating stems of foliage which grow from tha tails
of tuo affronted animals. The base has been recut wmwith tuwo
shamrock leaves.

Dims? L 191 W S2 cm

Hunt 1974, 213-6,

Walter Thombe. 14%B.

In the ruined chancel. Large ractangular sandstone slab sat
UP as a3 table tomb on a louw side Ppanel. Incised gothic
marginal ingscription?

HICt [ilAlcalT!/ [WIALLte IRUS TH, OVMBE! [de Tryml/ @it
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OBIIT: XVIII: DIE: JUMII: A:D: M:CCCC:LVIII.
Dimsg: L 211 W 111 T 12 cm.
FitzGerald !92:-3, 223

John Ward. 1309.

Plain rectangular limestocna slab nouw sat in the porch,

Marginal gothic inscription:
HIC JACET~ JOHEES WARDE [Daecratorum doctor quondam istius
ecclesiaa” rector qui obiitl XX/ V1 DIE FEBRUARII ANNO D
Mo D VIIIllo

Dimse: L 180 W 77

FitzGerald 1921-3, 210-20.

Walter Martin and Jernet Delapatrick. 1341 et seq.

Rectangular limastone slab zet in a modarn stone frama in the

porch. It iz troken in four pieces. The lower part is

decorated with an aight armed cross, in falsae relief within a

circle, rising from steps’ the cross has a diamond shapad

centre and belouw the circle is a Tudor rose. The remaindar of

the slab has a raisad and ircisad gothic inscription, much of

which. is now missing!?
HIC J{acet WIALTERUS M™MART IMUS I[quondalM DE TRYMW
(burgensis ] CU PARENTIBUS.” [avis et prlOAUIS SUIS ET
ETIA/ [ Jeneta OELA PATRICK UXOR EIUS, [qui obiit man JSE
IUNMII ANO SALA/Tutis 12141, HIC QUOQua JACET/ [Nichol JAUS
MARTIMUS FILIUS. [dicti WIALTER! ET IENETE CUM/ [uxoral
sSuUA KATHERIMA ASPOLL.. QUI OBIIT XXWo DIE IUNII ANNO DNI
.159@ CUIUS FILIUS WALTERUS, MA [rtinus at Jan JETA GERRY
EIUS [uxor haz mornumen JTU FIERI FE, ..... i

On the bottom ztep 3f tre crcss and the dextar side of tha

slabt \

[hoc est s5ignu humarne ~ JEDEPTICNIS [at insig INE XRIANU
[haptizimate.,” datu 3jucl MORS MRI [rocolitur JET DIABOLUSS
FUGRATUR.

On the sinister sida sf tha cre:zs an incomplate inscription:
..+« YMIA MNOS Glenuitl... MNITIS YMlA GA!s... ASTRA
COLUNT AMIMAE CORPOLra tarra tIENET

Dims: L 163 W B3 cm apprcux.

FitzGerald 1821-3, 22@.

Elizabeth and Thomas Ashk. c.l1E6295.
Ractangular limestona zlat in four piaces. in the ruinad
chancel. The upper part has an achievamant of arms in false
raelief consisting of a heatar-shaped shigld with two coats of
arme impaled, (a chief ermine, three phaons. impaling tuo
chevroenels for Ash with *uo crests, a griffins haead in  a
coronet and a squirral far- Ash), The lowar and has an
inscription in Gothic lettaring:?
LOVE AMND AGE HAVE JOINED IN ONE/ TO LAY THE[sae twe undar
this ] STONE.,” [sir] THO[Lmas ash, his lady]l ELIZABETH .~
[both turned toc ashas in this housa of deaths” and now
both having run thair glassas . thaey hope to be reaevived
from ashes ]

Dims: L 19¢ W 18@ cm.
Sir Thomas Ash died in 162% (FitzGerald 1921-5, 222>.
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John Greg & William Griffith., 1829.

Foss il iferous ]l imestene tablae tomb in the ruined chancel.

Marginal gothic inscription in false relief!
HERE LYE Ye BODIES OF JOHN GRE[g dealN OF {Lismore and
firstl]l VICAR OF TRYM., WHO DYED IAN 21 1629/ AND WILL1AM
GRI{IFFL ith next1 VICAR OF TRYM .- LWHO DYED [ 1

Dims: H 185 W 98 D 13 cm

Fitzgerald 1321-3, 223

Isabell laffayes. 16E6.
Broken sandstone slab with incisad inscription., on the porch
floor.
ISBELL IAFFRYES ./ DEPARTI{ed ]/ THIS LYFle l” NOVEMBr 12/
1666
‘Dims: L 85 W31 T. 9 cm.
FitxGarald 1921-5, 73

John Revall. 1634, _
At the north-east corner of the touar is a raeaectangular
sandstone pillar with ona chamfaraed edga. Incisad
inscription? :
1 R/ IOHN REVELL.. HIS BURING. PLEACE WHO/ DIED THE 24/
DAY OF IUNE~ 1694
Dims: L 78 W34 T 22 cm,
FitzGarald 1921-5, 73.

Kenl is. 17th cent,.
Grave slab zet high up on the west end of tha church's south
wall., Incised inscription:
HIC JACE~ KEMLI~ QV~/ PREPOSIT QV/ MA .. N/ HABVT N...~/
GARRY. FILI.”.
Dims. L 2@ ¢cm épprox.

Other Monuments

Foent A. 2c.1208. :

Harbison (1978, 198) mantions +the existance of a large
baptismal font of ¢.1208 at the back of the church. This is
now missing.

Font B (Piscina-Fant)

Sat into the west wall of the navae. Shallouw l!imestona piscina
describad by Ree (1963, 121-3) as a piscina although it is
now usad as a font, It has a side drainage hole and a round
shallow basin. The four rectangular side panels arae daecoratad
with angels carrving shialds and traces of thae original
heraldic tinctures survive. From left the shields araea 1
Butler (or, a chief indented azurae)’ 2) the Arms of England:
3) the Roval Arms impaling those of De Burgo and De Mortimer:’
4) plain. Above each shield on the concave chamfer below the
double moulded rim are a sarias of animals. From the left 1)
a dragons 2> a mantichora!) 3) a scaly creaturae identified by
Roe as a crocodile? 4> a fox and goosa. The piscina is set on
" a moulded octagonal limestone capital which in turn rests on
a fluted sandstona column. Sat vartically into thae wall
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bahind the font is an octagonal! limestone piscina with a
shallow basin.

Dims: H 93 W 6@ DOiam 52 Diam of basin 11. H of panals
353.5 W of panals 18 cm.

Two Heraldic plaquas. ?!3th cent.
Mounted on the left-hand side of the church porch are tuo
rectangular fossilifercus limestone plaques each divided into
3 rectansular sections with an angel holding a large shield
carved wih coats of arms. The daecoraticon is in false ralief
and the angels are similar to thosa on font B and thay may
have tean designaed to accompany it. The arms ara!
1 On a fesse betweaen three crascaents, as many estoiles
2) A lion dabruised by a fessae, within a border wavy
3> Or, four lions rampant in quadrangles 1 and 4 -sabla:
2 and 2 gules (Arms of Queen Phillipa, wife of Eduard
IIl and mother of Lionel, Duke of Claraence).
The second plagque has!
1 Quarterly, lst and 4th A bend, in sinister chiaf a
tower (Plunket). 2nd and 3rd Billety.
2 Quarterly. 13t and 4th. A lion rampant. 2nd and 3rd.
. Tuo lions passant.
3) A heart pierced szaltire-wise by two swords.
Oims. H 35 WE? 0 4 approx.
The families represanted have not beaen identified.
FitzGerald 1921-3, 78,

Themaz A' Backett stone., 13th cant,

Larse rectangular granitea slab mountad in the porch.
Daecorated in false raliaf with two panalz, one wuwith an
archbishop, his hand raiszed in blassing under a cuspad
cgea-headed cancpy. The octher has eight circles anclosing
triskeles arranged in three rows with two cusped semi-circles
at either and of the middle row. Miss Roe suggests that it
may be a capy of the shrina of Thomas A 'Beckatt.

Dims! H 88 I 136 T 19 cm.

Fish plaquae.

In +the porch. Rectangular sandstonae plagua wWwith thraee
horizontal fish below a border of ivy leavaes. It i3 probably
a heraldic plague.

Dimst: H 63 W 54 cm.

Haxagonal shaft (Pl. 30b) [ from Ratoath].

Sandstone. Free-standing in the porch. Decorated with six
apostles sat in crocketad cusped and pinnacled ogae-haeadad
niches. The base has a small mortice and tha uppar part is
broken. This missing part may have had anothaer set of six
figures because the lowar part of threa figures can be saan
&én ocne side. The apostles are all baardad with moustaches?
thaey have curled hair and flat caps, and they wear tunics and
mantlas. Each hold individual iconographic attributes:
1JBartholomew 2) James Miner 3> St. Johr 4) Matthias 95)
Andrew 6) Thomas. Thae function of the piace is unknown.

Dims: H 80 W 33 D 20 cm.
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9. AUGUSTINIAN FRIORY

Guynn and HadcocK (197@, 193-6) suggast that this housa,
dadicated to St Mary, was founded before the coming of +the
Normans but its earliest reccrded patron is Hugh de Lacy. The
Oissolution documents indicate that it functioned as tha
parish church of the town, a feature which Wwould suggest that
it occupies the site of the pre-Norman monastary. Although
little ie Knouwn cf its histoery it is clear that it uwas an
important monastary during the Middle Agas. Parliamant wuwas
held here in 1484, 1487 and 149i. In 1423 an indulgence Was
granted becausa the church was in nead of repair. A shrine of
Our Lady was houzed here until 1538 and wuwas an important
cbject of devotion and pilgrimage. Thea monastary Was
disseluved in 1332 and granted to Sir Anthony St. Leger in
1842,

The abbay is situated on the east sida of the town on a
ridge owverlookKinmg thae river Boynea. Thae only surviving
fragment is the tower kKnour locally as ths "vellow staaplae".

Dascription (Figs. S2-3r Pl. Zad

Cnly the scuth and east walls of the TOWER surviva but it
is evident from this that it was rectangular with projecting
turretsz and had sight flocrz, The turrets have a slight base
battar and there are four external strimg-coursaes. Tha ground
floor is entered on the south side through a lintellaed door
recently reascembled with fragments of tocled sandstone
windew mouldings. Immediately above the door is & pointed
window alzoc recently aszemtlad and inserted. The ground floor
had 3 barrel wvault and thera is .a blocKed rectangular windou
in the east wall. There i3 riow noc access to the uppar floors
but originally they were reached by a spiral stair in the
south-west angle turret. Tha first floor has a singla
cgae-headed light with a Scod mouwlding, in tha east wall. Tha
sacond floor has a cusped rcourid-headed window in the east
wall with window seats; intzrnally’ in the south wall is a
intelled window. Tha third floor was it by a nmarrow
rectangular slit in tha s:uth wall. Two lintelled doors ara
prasant In the east wall st fourth floor level togaether with
the fluted springers for a central arch baearing the floor
abova’ thare Is a single cyae-headed light with extarnal hood
in the south wall. The fifth floor (the baelfry stage) had a
tall pointed window divided into tuwo transomad lights in each
wall. The sixth floor has & narrow lintelad slit in the aast
wall. The saventh floor was the parapet levael with thae
turrets rising abova.

In the fiald immediataly east of the towar and naar the
town wall {3 a round earthucrk !9.9 by 8.9 m. Its function 1is
unclear. ’
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19. DOMINICAN FRIARY

This friary, dedicated to St. Mary, wWas Ffoundad by
Gaoffre de Ganaville in 1263 and ha was buriad hera on his
death in 1314 (Guwynn and Hadccck 1370, 238>, Little is Known
of the history of the house but in 1368 thae church uas
burned. The Diszolution documants indicate that the precinct
of tha monastery, including an orchard, gardens and cematery,
coverad four acres (White 1943, 3@8). In 1342 the friary uas
granted to Sir Thomas Cusack but the friars returned to Trim
in the seventeenth century <‘Fenninz 18961-3).

The friary was :zituated immediately north of the toun
‘near the zite of *he Athkboy Gate. MNo structural ramains ara
vigible. Do Burgo (1762, 2€94) says that the buildings were
removed for road metal shortly bafore ha wrote but soma
fragments remained until the mid-nineteanth century becausa
they are described by Wilde (1838, 85)., At prasent thera are
5i% chunks of masonry cn the sita, oneg of which has a round
arch. However the entire field is full of earthuworks and
there is no doubt that the larout of the monastery <could be
rediscovered by excavation.

11. FRANCISCAN FRIARY

The earliest direct refaraence to this housaea is in 1318
but it was probably founded in the first half of the
thirteenth century (Guynn and hadcock¥ 1870, 260). It was
located close to the river on tha south bank of the Bornae. It
was flooded in 13230 and the Dissolution documaents indicata
that it had a watermill nearby. In tha mid-sixteenth cantury
it Wwas turned into a courthouse. There ara nc extant ramains.

12. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGDALEN {(Fis. 34)

This is first mentioned in 1335 (McNaill (1932, 60». It
is not claar whethar it belonged initially to¢ an Order or not
but in the mid-fifteanth century Hanry VI gave custody "of the
housa to the Franciscans in whoésa hands it remained until the
Dissoclution (Butler 1834, 223-9),

It is =zituated so0uth of the touwunon a slight rise
ovarloeokKking the river Boyne. The raemains consist of the
foundations of a small church. Tha masonry is of roughly
cocursed mixed stone. Only the lowar coursaes survivae but
little information can be "daerived from tham btaecause the
building has beaen repointed recently and the site landscapad.
The walls stand to an average height of just under a matrae
but apart from a pointed arch linking the nave and chancel,
the buildlng is featuraealess. There ware doors. almogt
directly opposed, in the north and south walls of the nava.
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Architectural Fragments

Capital

Set into tha south corner of the chancael arch. Daecorataed with
a partly damaged woman's head having a large recaessed apaca
for the mouth. Tha aevas protrude under an overhanging
forehead and the hair it carved in straight lines away from
the face. The abacus is decorated with tuisted cord and a
cross-hatched bardar. ‘

Window mculding. 13th cent.

Set into the wezt wall is the limestone cantraepiece of a
cuspad cgee-haaded Wwindow with recassad urdecorated
_spandrals.

13. MISCELLAMNECUS

Heads on the Boyne Cottages

On the gable wall of *he uwesternmost Boyne cottage are tuwo
projecting ztones which may be defaced heads. They are nou
covered in brouwn pebble-dash.

Graek Church and Munnery
Wilde € 18%@, 27 mentions that the sitas of these buildings
were pointed out on *he =zouth side of tha toun. Thair
location is now unkKnawn.

14, ARCHAEQLOGICAL EXCAVATION

One excavation has taken place at Trim Castle (SwWweatman
1978). Thiz umncovered conzidarable evidence of tha structural
histary of the castlae uhich has bean irncorporatad into its
description above, The rezults wuwere also important for
maediaval Irish archaceolcsy, houwaver, and anabled tha
racognition of a mative pottery type now Known as Trim Ware.

15, LIST OF STRAY FIMDS
1. Stone axehead., From Trim, MNMI 1223: 1393,
2. Stone hammar axe. Trim. NMI 18B1: 431,

3. Four bronze axeheads. "From Trim and Tipparary". Cat.
Naligan Coll. (19%3), lot 9.

4. Bronzae flanged axehead of Oerryniggin type <(Harbison
1969, 62: No. 19@3). From Trim. NM! ES2: 337.

3. Bronze flanged axehead of Darryniggin typae <(Harbisen
1269, %8: No, 1738), British Museum London! W.G. 1548,



6-2. Bronze flanged axahzsad and *wo bLronze palstavas. From
Trim. British Muszeum Londoni W.G5.15%2-2,

3. Bronxe bazal-locpad irzarmead. Fram River Boyne near
Trim. Priva*e paoszazzion.,

1, BProrize z7n¥zited z:zhead., From Trim. 3 B 1383:123 (sece
Irl., Pasvw, Scec. Antias. Ireland 91 (133>, 73.

11, Bra2anze gouss. From raar Trim, MM 1221: 224,

12, Glz:s5 btezxd. F3und Wittt ra2a 3cld and three s5ilver brocschas
at Trim, MM W22 L T=EI2D0E), Th: wherecaboutz of the brocches
iz unvYmiun,

12, Brante ring pin., From "ot John '3 Castla"., Trim., NI
1822 12.

{14, Bronze z3u3sre spa*ulatz-readed ztick pin Pryor 1376, 86:
Mo, €2, From near Trim, !332., Beoyal Ontaris Musaum, Toraonto!
Sturge (gw-Bateman c2l1,> 213,772.43,

1%, Prsmze crucifiv “Pgselv Meadiavalld., From Trim. MMI 19@2:3.

1g., Partior, of an iren Kas, "Fsund probably in tha
reiahbeygrhaad F Te it MM LK, A2 UW.Z1.

17, Irer Kaw, Faund Yprobtably in Trimt, MNMI!DOWK.2S: W.2,

12, Brzz tRimbla, From Trim., T LgS,

Ley at Trim

1. Portion of an 2arly satzhlcock., From Trim. M WKL LTO
p.221,

22. Coin hoard

of C M . Tre latast coin is of 1683.
From Trim. NM] 1942: 29-

ARCHAEQLOG ITAL PROBLEMS AMD POTENTIAL

The Problams

Trim is important ¢ archaeological research for tuwo
basic reasons. Firs*ly, it uas tha centra for an important
menastary inea Early Hiztoriz times and sacondly it was the
principal town in Meath during tha Anglo-Norman paeriod. It
affers an important opportunity of axamining tha transition
frcem moenastery tc  town and, accordingly the tuwelfth and
thirteenth centuries are particularly important.
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The street pattern has remainaed largely intact since tha
Middle Ages but the nature of the road surfaca at wvarious
periods is not Known. Irndeed straeets should ba axaminad if a*

all possiblae becausa *haey alszc permit the rasults o f
excavations on one side >f & street tc ba !inKked with +thosa
an the other. This arakle:z the raconstruction of entira

streetzcapes irn the mannzr- uhich Nas proved 30 succassful at
Movgerod.

The fard waz an imrsrtant faature in the growth of the
touwr vet mothing {: Ymzum =f *%e form, Zata or s5ize of the
firzt bpidge an itz zucceszzrs,

Apart Ffrom Talbot'sz Taztls and MNangle's Castle nothing is

Knoun of the form or ziza f pre-sevaentaanth canturs housing

tn the *oun. !* iz important tc Know what sort of buildings

the madievs! irmrhabitantz =f Trim lived in and how thaesa

zharszad throuah time. I* iz only when hHousas have baen found

*h3t aszazzmertz Zan made af the impact of native Irish,
-

Pritizh and contingntal bHuilding tachniquas Gri Trim's
craftzmen, AR srzat Jdea! of infermation about changas in
buildirrs methods and fazhions <can also ba darivad from
stratified zites in which *tha ramains of successiva houses

areg preszarced,

4rchaaeclrgics
Tzz*tle and tres
" 2

3

= itns have been carriad out in tha
*avag r:zzovaered information about its
exzavation reasults posa furthar

l

3 the natura af activity during tha
aturies, and tha nature of farmar

ithin *Re Ssaun.

The zcursze of *the t:un defances cutlined sbove raeds to
ba thecwed by awuwcavaticr *tc determine whathar it is corract
cr rmot . oand much remainz %z be dizcowvared about the periods
of conztructicn., tha varistizns in building, the forms of
mural towars and zatehouzaz, and the eaextant of tha town
fossa. '

It is wunlixely +*rz%t +trha ocpportunity will arisa tc
axcavate at St. Patrizk's Church but the sites of tha
Augustinian Priory, tra Corinican and Franciscan Friarias,
and the Hospital of St. Mar: Magdalan could become available
for axcavation. It i3 w:rttuhile raecalling that our Knowladae
of the form, size and =zrzracter of these monasterias is
virtually negligible. Architzztural featuras and extant are
osnly ome aszpact of Ha srthaaology of ralizous houses.,
houwever, and the excavaticn of a mediaval cematary, such as
that conducted at York, car provide ctheruisa unobtainabla
gvidenca about health, discasa, diet, and mortality rataes.

]

The extent of saettlamant outside the walls in Emmat
Straet is unknoun and tha contrast baetuaen buildings there

and *hosa within the wall is also unknown at any pariod prior
to 1790.
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The group of stray firds indicata that the 3ite was a
focus for human activity in prahistoric timaes and an
impartant archaeclogical srcblam i3 thae detarmination of
gxactly what forms thiz activity tookK and its data.

Arckaealagy dees rzx%t 1:Irsizt szo0laly of excavation nror
does it z*zp 3* Frourd lave! Tra archaaolozical evidanca for
Trim's £22* Comprizzs all *he phrsical remains of man's
agtivitier orm 2 zi*ta of tre town, from its first cccurpation
*3 *%g zrazant dar., Trhe zurviving strzet patitern, property
bourdar iez: and ztanding Ltuildings constituta the uppermost
levels o¥# the archza2aclcsziza stratigrarhy, and all arae

3

f tha town's past. Documantary
2 in raconstructing thae history of
iZe rarnge of human activity omitted
ard for the @arly periods wWithout
documentaticn archaeclos i3 our only sourca of information.
Tha evidenca cof archiaeol and topograrhy, of architacture
ard of decuments, iz comglemantary’, aach gains from the
existence 2f the othars and the unrecorded destruction of ona
form of evidarnce rzt tnly removes part of a town's archiva
but 3lz2 dJiminizhaezs tra uzafullness of those Wwhich arae
Ppreszerued.

relavant t232 -*tha study
aviderncz alzo plarz a re
earl: Trim, but for tha
from the uritten account

[T -

N

L8]

The zurwvey of {+*:z

zrzhzzelsay indicatas that thae sita of
+*+he +3un %mas bzzn *ra zzzrc zf human activity in Prehistoric,
Farly Hiztoric and Medieval! timez. Bxth documentary 30Urces
and *rz ¥Ynoun 2rchaeslcsziz:zl “emainz indicate that the toun
waz  sccupizd cortingaazl, Erom -.20e Al inta the
post-medizvcal fpepicd, ™Mozt xf  *tha teun wall, 3satehcusas.,
mural touerz ind mrediec:z! +uildings tave taen denclishad, Tha
zrlw remainzs uwbich zurv iz boive srsund are Trim Castla, tha
fartified houzasz V=:iu=w a2z Talbot's Castiea and MNanglae's
Castle, the t:auars o f I, EatrickK's Church and tha
Augustinian Prizry, the “:. Z2aticns of the church of St. Mary
Magdalen, the Sheer Fztz :- ? ::va fragmants of the town wall.
Houwevar, although the Z2::+ .:-*ion of Buildings abcocve sround
has been considerabls. *-: :+*raet pattern of tha madieval and

.

post-madieval *owun iz !z~ intact. Archaaclozical deposits
are liKely to exi:zt H 2 Wide area of the town and
accordingly there iz the likalihood of recovaring housa
foundations, refuse pi*:, industrial araas, and workKshops.

LY |
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ARCHAEQLOGY, PLAMMIMNG AMD DEYELOPMEMNT

It is evidant from tra foraegoing that archaaology is an
important means sf laarning about Trim's past and of
understanding the character and detailad form of tha toun
today. This is more *:an an academic pursuit, houwevaer,
becausa without an appreciaticn of the factors which have
shased Trim's Fpresant charactar, steps taken *to consarva that
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~haracter will not be wholly effective, cr Worse., faatures
basic to its umiqua idarmtity may be unwittingly destroyad.

The protection of burizd archaeolozical avidaeanca presants

ceriosous problems for i anlw is thara tha prasisura of
redevalcpmert and the Rizh value sf urbar, preopartias with
which +no cintend, hut the 5ites *hemselvas area oftan

difficult to define or evaluater thair full archiagological
potential may ornly hez:ime zpparant when an axcavation is
urdartavan im 3dvanze =f ZJzoalzsegmant or S5y ocbksarvations makKa

uhile develzpment i3 in srocgress. Trim Castle, MNangla's
Cazt'a, SRzare Gatg and *hz *oyer of +the Auguastinian FPriory
erisy z*atuytory zeatzzdicr a3z schaduled MNatiornal Monumants
Eut hac3uzs cf *hs ZJdiffizultias of schadul ing urban
proapartiez . c*her si*tzs uitrin Trim are unlikely to ba givan
thiz sro*ecticon, It iz impzrtant than that a concaerted affort
should g made t2 zazfesguard i*s arhnaaolcgical haritage and
that adequats preouvisicn iz Tiade fo inveztigation in advance
2f amv radavelopmant, iz is bast achiaved by wusa of

elanning cecrztraintz and bt conditioms attached to planning
—anzern®s.

Arga 2f Archaeslsgical Postantial
Tha zhaded porti tra accompany ing map (Fig. 44

delimits t%e area aof zrzhsealecsical Fotential within modern
Trim. The archaegscgi-al excavations at Trim Castla showad
r

that ~ich deposits wera rFrazant there but the absancae of
evcavatiom 2lzeuherae in *-e towun maans that little can La
zaid ¢f the dapth ot arzthagcslcsical deposits. The
Tamztructing xF ssmucls e Ermet Straat, of Tousas in
latergate Ttreet and :f z:itates in Y, Loman Ztreat and to
‘he pevdhazzzt o f Hazgard STHreet and Mavan Cate have removad
1atz arzcraeclesical deszzit: but elzaswhare thare iz little
eviden-e f2r modarn Zdizturtanca. Accordinzly, archaacloaical
deposits are !iKely *2 z2uizt cswver *he area of tha wallad
tsun, and in Emmet S*ree+. This araa is shadad pink on Fig.

e 4

continuad o¢utsida the walls

-
N ST

e
44 and thae axtant Sasz -
1

slightly in ordar to all:u r a possibla fosae. An area i3
dal imited around thae “z:z:i%2l of St. Mary Magdalan on tha
south side of the toun srd *~a Deminican Friary on the north.
Thaere are two argas =¥ - town which are particularly
impecrtan® for archaezlzzical resaarch bacausa they would not
appaar to have Yen buil*t - szince tha savanteanth century.

These arae the field irn uhich *he Cominican Friary is sitaed.,
en tha north of the t:iun znd *ha area south and west of St.
Mar: ‘s Abbev (Yellcw Ttas 1a> and Talsot's Castle. Both of
thaese .are cper aragas and it at  all possibla they should
remain so0 in the futurea.
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Fig. 4. Athboy: Mural tower: ground plan.
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Fig. 11. Duleek: St Cianan's church: north elevation.
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Fig. 12. Duleek: St Cianan's church: east and west elevations.



Fig. 13. Duleek: St Patrick's church: ground plan.
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Fig. 28. Navan: Outline plan showing principal archaeological features.
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Fig. 29. Navan: Mural tower: ground plan.
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Fig. 39. Skreen: St Columba's church: ground plan.
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Fig. 46: Trim Castle: ground plan (After D. A. Robson and R. W.
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Fig. 50. Trim: Nangle's Castle: floor plans, section and elevation.
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Fig. 52. Trim: St Mary's Abbey (Yellow Steeple):

ground plan and turret level (After R.
Corrigan, OPW)



Fig. 53.

sections and elevations (After R. Corrigan, OPW).
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