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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Towns pose one of the most formidable problems faced by
archaeclogy today. Lived in and occupied over long periods of

time, and coften covering quite large areas, they are the most

complex form of hnuman settlement that we know of. Deep
archaeological deposits have accumulated irn most towns as a
result of the long pericd of occupation and, accordingly,

fowns are among tie most important areas of our heritage.

However, towns are also the homes of modern communities, and
are the centres of present-day business, industry and
cultural life. The requirements of modern 1life has brought
considerable change to many towns with extensive road
widening, building schemes, housing estétes and industrial

development. The demolition of buildings and the diéging of
deep foundations has brought about irrevocable change in the
appearance of towné, and change, in this century, means more
thorough destruction than anything that has gone before. The
problem for archaeology is not one of preservation, although
this may be desireable, buf df recording séanding buildings

and archaeological levels before tgey are destroyed. The
unfortunate truth is that what iéJnon recorded now has little

chance of ever being recorded later.

By its nature archaeology is concerned with the past of
ordinary people. The fragmentary building remains, pottery
sherds and scraps of worked stone or wood which the

archaeologist discovers cannot be wused to reconstruct
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political mcv2ments or great administrative changes. These
parts of our past can only be glimpsed from documents, from
what people who were alive at th= time have ohuerved

themselves cr heard related. Archaeolzsgical data, however,

1

can tell us =z great deal about the everyday life of ordinary
people and =he quality of that 11ife in terms of the
technological and economic resources ¢ the particular time

and place in guestion.

Urban archaeology/may be defined 2as the study of the
evolution and changing character of urban communities from
their earliest origins until modern ti=es; more especially it
is concerned with the reconstruction of the natural and human
environment w~ithin which and as part of which human actionsw
take place. & methodical definition such. as this, however,
should not obscure +the fact that urban ’arcbaeology is
fundamentally concerned with the past =f ordinary citizens,
of the form &f their houses and streets, of the business of
their markets and workshops, of the stxvle and arrangement of
their churches, of health and disease, of the variety of
cultural, religous and economic activizy;. in short, it is
concerned wiz~h the life and death of communities ancestral to

I'd

our own. v —

Development of Urban Archaeology

For long the study of the urban past has largely been the
preserve of nistorians, sociologists and geographers and it

is only recently that the potential of archaeology to uncover
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the past has beenlrealised. Part cf the reason for this is
the general lack of awareness that almost all towns have
archaeolcgical deposits. This stems in part from the
incomprenension of the ordinary man-in-the-street that a town
which is lived-in can have archaeclogical deposts at _all:
purely because it is 1lived 1in, one tends to think that
everything of past ages, unless it is visibly standing has
been swert away. In part it also 3tems from the fact that the
construction on a vast scale of buildings‘ requiring deep
foundatizsns has only oceurred recently, and 1t is only as  a
consequence that archaeological deposits have come to light.
It is also due to the fact that, in ~Previous centuries,
archaeoclogical methods and techniques were not advanced.
enough to take advantage of opportunitigs even 1f they did
arise. Until relatively modern times the buildings of one
generation have been constructed upon the foundations of the
last. As structure replaced structure the ground level rose
slightly and over the centuries, in cities such as Dublin,
considerable depths of archaesological deposits have

accumulated.

It was at Novgorod in Russia that the potential of urban
archaeology was first revealed. TBefg, organic remains were
found in large quantities and it bgcame possible to
reconstruct entire stfeetscapes and. to chronicle the changes
which happened in them as one géneration-succeeded the next
(Thompson 1967). Gradually as excavation took place in
England and Germany it became apparent that the rich

archaeological material in towns was not Just a side-light on



urban life but it cculd contribute Ereatly to our
understanding of the archaeology of entire =ricds and
regions. In Ireland the first scientific gXcavations were
commenced at Dublin Castle in 1961 and excavations were to
continue in Dublin for tne next twenty years. The interest
aroused by the High Street and, later, the Wood Ruay
excavabtions was widespread and it created an interest in the
archaeclogy of other towns. To date, eXcavations nave taken

place in about twenty Irish towns.

Urban sites are important to the archaeologist for a
number of reasons., Firstly,. in all towns archaeological
deposits form the earliest archive. Only a handful of Irish
towns are referred to prior to 1200 AD and it is only duringh
the sixteenth angd seventeenth centuries that references
become anyway common. Yet the .urban life of many towns has
continued unbroken since the twelfth or early thirteenth
century, while the origins of others lie in the Viking, Early
Christian and Prehistoric Periods. Even when references ocecur
they rarely throw much light on daily life and tend to be
more concerned with political and administrative events,
Indeed, most individual properties, within towns have no
documentation relating direcéiy“_ to them until the
late-seventeenth or early—eighteenfb century. To all intents
and purposes, then, individual sites within +towns may have
remained completely p;ehistoric, in so far as they have no
doéumentation, until the seventeenth century or later.

Accordingly, archaeological eXcavation is important if one is

to gain any knowledge of the initial period of a town’s




foundation or of nhow a particular area evol-ad and was used.

Secondly, towns usually possess a muqh greater depth of
stratigraphy than any other type of archaeological site.
Stratified deposits are impqrtant because tney preserve the
sequence of developments on a particular si<e and the weélth
of finds associated with urban sites means =hat it is usually
possible to date toth structures and layers quite closely.
This 1is particularly important because it makes it possible

to establish tight chronologies for artéfacts.

Thirdly, the archaeology of a region cannot be understood
‘'without knowing what happened to the towns within it. Each

town 1s a unique expression of the history of its area and

the destruction of its archaeology- would leave an

irreplaceable gap 1in knowledge of the evolution of the

region.

The recovery of this information is threatened, however,
by the increasing redevelopment and gradual expansion of our
eff

cities and towns. It is very difficult to foresee tn cts

41
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of this redevelopment when the extent <of archaeological
deposits is generally not known to the Planning Authority and
it has happened in ﬁhe past, that the archaeological
significance of a site has only be&ome apparent when building
work was about to commence. It is importan= then that the
areas containing archaeological deposits'should be identified
if-the potential of this important part of our heritage is to

be realised.

T VR o




- 70 _

“urpose and Aim of the Present Survey

The Urban Archaeoclogy Survey was established witn monies
ailooated for the purpose 2y the Minister for Finance in
1982. Its purpose was to compile a corpus of archaeological
information on Ireland’s towns and to present it 1in such a
~ay that it could be used effectively by the archaeologist,
urban planner, property developer, or interested layman. In
this regard the survey has been guided by a submission
prepared by the Royal Irish Academy on Urban Archaeology

which recommended that the report should have four aims:

-

i. "To evaluate critically the archaeological potential, both
above and below ground of <he listed towns".

'
(]

2. "To emphasise areas where the archaeological deposits
could be preserved by the Judicious use of new building

~echniques and the presentation of open spaces, ete,”

3. "To assess the 1level of destruction of the original
townscape"”,
4. "To measure the effects of urban expansion on originally

rural archaeological sites".

I'd

The chronological cut-off point beychd which material would

not be included was 1700 AD.

The identification of sites which .were urban centres
before 1700 AD.is not without difficulties. In many cases
such an identification is dependent on the survival of

documentary evidence. However, it was felt that it was better
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to follow the existing work of Graham (1977) and Martin
(1981) rather than impose new criteria. Accordingly the sites
which are incluced here are those for which there is evidence

of their status as boroughs prior to 1700 AD.

In the reports the material is presented as follows: - the
situation of the site is outlined and a brief account of its
archaeological and historical background is provided. This is
followed by an archaeological inventory which endeavours to
catalogue both extant sites and those which are known frdm
documentary sources. Although the amount of information on
each town may vary the catalogue follows the same format for
each entry, firstly detailing the information on streets and
street pattern, and following this with an account of the
domestic buildings, market places and economic featufes sucH“
as quays and industrial areas. The seigneurial castle and
town defences are described next together with the religious
buildings of the town. The evidence for suburbs and activity
outside the walls is then outlined and the inventory
concludes with a summary of the archaeolcgical excavations
and a list of the stray finds. The inventory is foliowed by

an assessment of the archaeological potential of e gite.

b
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IMTRORDUCTION T2 CC, SUIGS

Slizas iz the only large toun within ths County and it iz
2123 tha only one of importsnca o urban srchazslogy . Itz
ztiratzaic lacation batuesen Loush Gill and the 3&a  Maa=s it
important from esirly times. Thars bi &3 = Liridse haira i
bafors 1122 and 2 zettlament that hsd formsd B ound it -4
Lurned by the Anslao-Marmans on thair it ival it 123¢. Thi=
Aralo-Mormans wers responsible for foundins the prassnt toun,
Fowauesr , and thay zzem to hauvsz =3tsblish=d it i 12328  ar

shortly tharsaftar. Like other Snslo-MNorman touwns in Irzland

its importsance wass economic rathar than defanszive., 1t wss ths

principal markKet-place for thz produce of ths rizuwly congquersd
lanids of Carbury and its =arly prozparity is indicated in
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surviving scocounts Tha Anglo-Morman colony
dazlinad during the fourtzenth cantury but ths toun survivad

ahd prosparad undar the rival patronsge of 0'Connor Sligs an

arly sixtzanth canturiss its

g

)

0'Oonnell. In the fifteenth and

praosperity oawed much to the proxiﬁﬁty of thz harring shoals.
A varza of the tims calabratad hou!

Hertring of Sligas

And salmon of Bann

Haua made in Briztol

Mzny 3 +rich man

s

The wars of the lataer sixtaanth century dawvasststzd thae  toun,

howavar , and it was only aftar the conclusion o f tha Ninz
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Years bar in 1522 thzt ths szttlament bazsan o prozpar s35ain.
The town waz incargarsted in 1812 and it tizsz continuad i
pro:zper 2uvar zince.
!

It iz surgrising that thara iz Sl S e toun 5 f
aricha =1 in the county (Fig. i), Thzirs iz
claar swidanc= 21 Ballvmotz for E} sunstantisl Anslo —MNorman
castle and it mavy have baan ths zitz of 5 baorcush. This was &
settlamant which had the lz2s5s5] priuvilases o5f 3 toun but the
functicns of 3 willage. I ths case of Ballymot=, hicuesuvar,
+hae hiztorical iz lacRins and we =z=imply do ot
Krisw i€ it had an wrban ststuz in the Middls Agez or nict.

Thi=z raport pravidesz sn account  of th= archasaoclagical
remsins in Slissc and an  &s3sessmant of its impstrtance to
archaealsogica ressarch. It outlines the aresas whara

v

rehazological deposits are liKely to surwvive and hishlights
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potaential to incrzaszs Sur Kriswledge of tha

davelspmant o f urban lif= in Iraland. Finally,

recommendsationz ara2 made a3z to houw thiszs potentisl can be best

raxlisad. In the map outlining tha Zoha of archaasclogicsl

i

potantial the follouwuwing colsur co

Fink: the zone of srchazclogical potantial.
Rad: &axtant archaeological monumsnts.

Purpls?! sitas 5f Known asnumants.,

Uncontrallad radaveloprment will deztroy Slign's fragils

archazslagizsal haritsse and it is the hope af this rapotrt

that the racommended staps wWill be taken in order to ensurea
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SLIGO

Tha town iz ztratzgicslly locasted at an important fordinsg
point of the Garuogse river, batusasn Lough Gill snd tha 23,
Throughout +the Middls Agsez this ford Mas important 53 thsa
means of communicating betuean the wa:zt snd north of Irzland.
Itz poziticn =2xplains tha long z4russlzs betuzan O'Connor atid
0'0Ocnn=ll for contrasl of tha toun, snd vifiy in thz Iatar
zixtasnth cantury the sgovearnmeant forcosas placed 355 much
zmphissis on holding snto Slias. Thiz stratzsic eosition is
still avidant todsy becauszz the main rasd routes from Galuay,

The toun itsalf iz locatzd on lou round cvarlooksd by hKills
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on the north, south and weszt. The Graan Fort iz

the crast of the northern hill, Rathuritosgs, and,

o
m
(]}
o

would axpact, it zffords a commanding viaw of ths  toun. Ori

the south side of the Garwvogse the ground is fairly laval 33

w

far sz Castl Straat-Grattan tireaet but from thera it risses

it

fairly steeply to Ulest Garden:z and Church Streast, and it was

-+

largely along tha crast aof +this,~ scuthern +idgse that +the

o —

defencez 3f the toun uwere sited,.

ARCHAECLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUMND

Little is Known of Sligo prior toc the tuslfth cantury and

attempts by varisuz uriters +o idantify it with Ftolamy 's

Mzgtats have not met with any sensral support. It iz zvident,
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PP 2 A from  old dezaoripgtion: to havs bean sinohhiar aiid
prabsbly similar, mesalithic tomb. This discovary of st ay
finds of bironzse axshasds shiows ths zontinuaed piresance af

paaopla hare into the Bronze Asz. From o.1889 B.C. until thae
Tualfth century A.D., hsoswavair, =2uvidzrice is lacKing for th=

activity of man within the urban arss.

A bridges bas =z=3ts5blished bafors 1132 (AU atid 3
szttlemaent developad baszids it. It ka5 burnaed by thz

Anglo-MNormans on the2ir arrivs in 12838  and tha annalistic
antry notes thast many women uware capturaed (AUY. The conquarer

of Connacht, Richard de Burgh, gava ths area around Sligs to

Huah de Lzacy but he made it sver to Maur ica FitzGerald, =Y

!

rmzrbar of the Kildare Garaldines. The *oun bacame the cantra

0

of an impartant FitzGerald manor Jin Carbury and a number of

- -—

rafaranca: sncerning it at thiz time fortunately survivse in

n
n}
I

the Rad BsakK aof Kildare (MscNiccsill 18845. It iz evidant
thst tha FitzGaralds took an active intarest in Sligs for tha
remainder of the thirteenth century. A hospitsl waz built in

1242 (R Corn), tha cas

~+
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133 constructad in 1245 and  ther

=

o

Q

vera towun defances 1248 whan the settlzmant was attacke

N
o
~Z

by O'Donnizll who succaadad in burning tha "bsun" of tha touwn,

but failed +o takKe thez castla (AFM? A Conn.). In 1252732 the
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S Li B2 foundad., Thz ER A ERER T} 5t thi=a
tany iM3liss waz: bBrought to 5 halt in 1257,
ir dafzat =zt Cradan Cille, sbout SEUEH miilas
the toun. Niz  subszasguant insacurity of ths
avidant from the szs3sultsz on the zss3tle  which
12685, 1272 and particulsrly 1271, whan it was

ligs iz =ztylad a3 boirsough and had 1289 bursasgazs
buraas randared ER fMacMicosill 134,
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divizion: of 1a:

Julisans snd Amsbilia, zach received the irant cf finsty
burgagsesz. In 1232 the land uwas handed owvar to Jaohin
FitzThomas, latar 1s5* z2srl of Kildare, and hs rebuilt +the

castls CAFMI. The 12883 :z3u an intznsification of the quarrel

103

bztuzn tha Gzraldines and tha de Burghs owar control of thi
aras and it was avaentually szttled by an sxchanga of l1ands.,
The Geraldinzz mouvad out of Sligos snd the de Burghs took
avar. In 1318, 23 part of thz encastzllatisn of hisz lands,
Richard da Burgh, the Rad Earl of Ulszter, built a castlse st
Sligo C(AFM? ALY, The casztlz waz capturad aﬁd the touwn burnt
Ly A=d O Dam.naill‘during tha Brucaz inuasipn CAL? AU, 1t is

piraobakle that the dacline of tha Anglo-MNormsn colony which

)

oczurred after the murder of the Broun Earl of Ulstar in 13323

[t

sz reflaectzd st Sligo but there is no clear ey idance. Tha
toun, now undar the contrsl of O'Connor Sligo, continusd 1o

surwvive. It was burnt in 1288 (A Conn?’ au? and suffared

o




..... ¢ - - o . =3 - R sy 3 e
plagues i 1322 (8 Conn? SFMD. In 1338 ths toun ws:z Buvrint o
2'Bonnell and it szue the annalizt scocoasion o remark?
"It waz 3rawiouszs that ths toun should haues baai burned
- - 2 S g -~ - - - PpTan - s e - - v T "
32 itz Euildis P Loth bR A 5419 WSoa b= T = :-F‘l-:-‘ud id
TAFM2
Subsequant raids on the +oun and burninss coourraed in 1238,

sucoaeada: it 1478 whann O'Connor Sligs reIoghiise ths

suarlardship of 0O'0onnsll cafFMy . | Iy 1471 thae town  was

.t

hl
m

cKad by thas combination of Macllilliam Burka snd O'Concr

Do TAUY., In 14728 McWilliam succesdad in sipalling tha

bazzziged tha castls but hse failad ts captura it CAUY, Similar
failura followed in 1512 and 1513 (A Conn? but the wusa of
ship's suns in 15168 lad to the capturs of tha taoun in  thre

days (AJY. Tha tsun ramainad in 0'Dsnnall  hands  until 15383
daspitz zbortiuve attzmpts to wrast it from his contrsl in

1522 snd 152€ CAFMY. The town was hkzald by O'Connor Sligs from

7
122332-2 when Manus O'Donnell took it end forcad O'Conrnior Sligs

to acKnowledgas him as his suerlord <A Conni.? AFMY . This

O'Cannars ware only his wardars at
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Sligo snd in 1561 uhen ths justiciar, thse sl o f Sussax,

n

yisited Zliss, O0'Donnell uwas:z sble s claim the touwun &3 his

cuh and "ths Kewys of the toun wars delivarad up to him"

CAFM) .

Hanhry Sidnsy's deszscription of the toun in 15SE86 states




_,4_

that "the cz2ztla iz f3ir and is the sreatsst o By that We
have zzz2n in an Irizhman's posszsssioan . It ztandath  upan 5.
gond havarn asnd hKath bzesn & sSrezat town Ffull s marchant's
hoauz=s, 311 of which a2 [a =] dizinhabitzed ARG i Fuins .
Thzrain i3 3 larss monasztary of white frizrs and = bishiop 's
palaca" £J. Rov. Soc. Antiss. Irsland il ¢i2%¢-l, 22-33. In
1573 the *toun wasz liztsed 33 desitroyes by tha Buikas CBratasr

E7T tha merchants of tha town
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sousht parmizzion to wall *he toun (Hamilton 12687, 1232,
Thz toun wasz burned by the Scot:z in 1582 {Hamilton 1367,
2284, 228> but it wzsz  back in govarnmant hands in 152

(Hamilton 1277, 242). In 1S27V Binsham offarad + Wall ths
toun 5t ho axpenss to the zroun if ths quaan would srant it 3

carporation (Hamilton 1271, 2352. Bingham waz loth ta lzt ths

-

toun bacK into tha hands of O'Connor Sligs and rants for tha

vesr 1527-31 yislded almost £35E (Hamiltaon 1885, 233>, In

1385, houwsvar, baoth the castle and the town revertad to
O'Dannals's control when Wl ick BurkKe murderad Gsorgs Bingham

there zand savse it up ta O0'Corninall CAFMY . Rizchkard Bingham

subsaquently baessigsd th= castlg- unsuccezsfully from the

abbay C(AFM),

Llith “the srrival of Sir Oliver Lambert in Juns 1692 Sligs
ayantually zsttlad inta gouarnment hands. The toun bhad baan
burned tha day bzfore by Donnz2ll O'Conncr  and Lambart
fortifiad himszlf in ths abbzy. He ss5id that thz toun would

be of importance to tha province if wallad but it cauld not

be mad2 strong because it wass cvarloskad by hills aind  could
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vt dafand shigsz in th= harbour CATE inzan 138%Z, 313-282.
Puring the zffartz of Jamas 1 to promots boroughs =5 that
protestants uwould be e2lsctad to parliameant Sliss Wss

recommendaed but doubts e exptressad 3.3 to whethar the
alazctad mambars would =E= pirotastants DR o {Russ=1 and
Prandarsszt 1277, 181! Brauer and Bullan 12732, 1383, Tha
borough wWas suventually oreatsd in 1812 and it AEPEAITS SR &

ot

lizt of naw boraush:z: dated 1813 (Ruzsall and Praznidersas

1277, 293, 334>,

In 1831 Zliss waz taken by MacDonsgh but O'Craan's caztle
and Lsdy Jornas' zastlae held out. The troyalists billated
thameelueszs in the houszaz adjsining St. John's Church and the
siaga laztaed =2ight or tan days. Following the sizge

protastsnt prisonars brought to the gaol uware Killed. In the
sama ya2s5+ Sir Fredarick Hamilton stormed part of  the touwn,
burnt the frizry and Killed zocme of the monks, but ks
retreated without capturing tha toun. In 1645 the towun was
capturad by & parliamentary army under Sir Charlss Coota.
O'Craan's castlae ha1d ogt for tazrms but on its surrender tha
garrison uas murdared (Wood-Msrtin 1883). The Irish fsiled to
retskKe tha towun in Octaober 1545 an;“ it was held by the
parliametitarians until May 16843 when it waé captured for the
Confadarasatas by tha Msrquis of Clanricards. A description of
tha town in 16852 ss5ys that "it wasz totally ruinad by the latae

wars" snd thst thars was nothing laft but bara walls and

cabins C(kood-Martin 1229, 332, In 168683, hsuaver, the toun hsd




Tha +, lacwed =z SarF izon 3% th= beginnitg of thsz

Williamite wars but an impromtu ore was formed by Th= 1scal

retrzated to Enniskillan lzaving
th= taoun undar its Jacobite THMnsNIEr Hariey Luttzirzll.
Bzliaving 5 falzz vraport that ZD.089 man were beaaring doan on
Sliga Luttar=ll abandonzd the toun and it was TaKan  wWithout
sppasition by the Williamitez., In 1ege, hcw=awvsr, Sairzfiasld
sttsckzd the touwn and zuccesdad in cspruring it. Thz toun
held sut for the cauze  until i831. Th=
deztiruction wasz arzat, howavar, and El dasoription af 1833
z2ay3s thst "moszt of th= houszs vEre SiroKen dSuin Ao ot
babitable? thse custaoms houza, gxcise Ssffice asnd  all Fpublic
buildings wars dastroved (Reddington 1883, 5552,
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The oldezt zurviving mEp o Zligs toun o, datzd 12823,
providaes the zarlisst zvidence for its: ztrest plan. i the
sauth =idse of thz river the map shious Lo stirestsz Cunning
gast~usst! Winz Stirzzt, and the lons straset formed by Johin
Strzst, Csztlz ZS+trzzt znd Abbey Stirzat,. Tha *toun was =ntarad,
t5 tha sowurth, slong s zhort straset which bifurcatad 15 form

Hizh Stresast zrnd Market Strzzt on the waest, and 014 MsrKat and

Tzaling strazts 51 the =233+, Furthar west was ansther strast
running  north-zauth,  formad  today by O'Connell Strast,

Harmorny Hill, snd WalKsir'zs Rouw. 2n the nisitth  side  of tha

trivar the zstreet plan wasz linasr with onz . main

This plan lackKs the regularity asssocisatad with plantation
townz and it suggzsts that the medieu#l streat pattzrn was
incoporatad ints post-1693 Sligo. It iz difficult,
nonathelassz, to axtract information from the layout ragarding

thae strazt pattarn of thae pra-sasvanteanth cantury  toun.
e

Caztle Streat robably dearived its name from the presance of

uch a3 Crean's Castle and Lady Jones'!

fortifiad town houszs,

n

Cz=ztle. Abbey Strezt lad to tha Dominican friary but it

n

probably stoppad 5t the boundsry wall and simply parmittad
entry to the monsstic precinct. It cartsinly d4id net continue
33 it doess todsy bacsuse it would have cut through tha south

aizle and transz2pt. The frisry itself msy have bean outsida

the bounds of thae medisval toun, a situation which freguantly
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soour: 1o Aanslos-Mormen toswns . The markKat oross,  Kaden &3
Lezchtssgs ie wasr situszstsd iti th= marKat Flacs, and this
indicstas thsat Mzirkset Ztrest and Hish Strzet slooszt caertainly
retain their old alignmantzs. It iz unclzasr whather St. John's
churoh was it in tha medizval T S st Originally
foundad sz 2 haspital it iz likzly t5 hauvs bazan cutzids the
touwn boundare. On tha osther hand i+t functionsd  a= 5. parish

church Juring the later Middlz: Azzs snd it iz unwzual to havae

parish churach outsids of the toun. In =ithar suvant Jahin
Streat praobably Follows an ol alisnmant. Liine Straet a6d
O'Connaell Strast, with its unuwzuslly lons burgsse plots S
the west zida, lsck s madizval asppasarsnce and they sy have
bzan laid osut in the szventeanth cantur“.4Nanathela5’, it is
likaly that therse uwaz sattlemant in the vicinity of the o5ld

but its axtent and lavout sra
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2. MARKET PLACE

Thiz was lacstad in Market Strest vtisrs thizre is Y

4
trisngulsr expansion 31t the northarn.2nd  of tha= straeast to

sccomcdate it, In 18824 James Fullerton was granted a Saturday

markKat and tus fairs, on 24 July and 83 Saptaembar. In 197
Jamas Craisis was granted & Tuesday marKat and tuo fairs, on

17V March znd 1 Ausust (Libar Muanerum 1., pt. 1., 23-62. The

ishop O'Crean’'s oross or "Leachtazpik", which stood on

now ococcupied by the 1738 Memorial (Kilgannoch 1328,
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Ths lacstiaonsl impartance of Sliss dayivas from its
zuitakility =5 3 bridgins point and 5 ridga FIERES bean in
z2xiztaznce hars from beforz 112828 whasn Rosry O Canannsin, 1ord

S5f Tiraonnsl, was Killad on it (AU, It i3 mentionsd assin in

1)

1228 (A Conn, A/AFMY snmd in 1235 whan the castle uwas cuilt ts
pirrotact i+ CAFM)., Its zZontinused axistancs thvrcughout tha

Middlz A3
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From 1427 the wicarage of Sligo iz rafzrred to as
Munbriss or "intzr ducs pontzs", implying the exisztencs of &
s2cond bridgse CTuwamlow 1866, 54353, but its eaxact site iz
unknoun. In 1852 the *touwun is recorded as being divided into
tuo parts by one bridga (UWoosd-Martin 1833, 332, praobably the
"z1d bridge". The "neau ﬁridga" was built beatusan 1873 and

1687 (Kilgsnnon 13868, 1822, -

4. IMNBUSTRIAL AREAS

DISTILLERY
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In 1612 a grant was made to make szqua witae at

m
D]
r
s

Sligo (Russall and Prandergaszt 13288,
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pullad
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12E3, 1T3), Their zits iz unkKnowh.

LIMEKILMN

- 4 - I r- 3 - I - - . - . - - - CRE A R -
I 16862 the limekiln under Sligs for uas dezcribed as
SHe 0D three places in county Sligs uhars it W32 lagsil ts

import and export from (Mahzsffy 139035, 5327, Thiz SUggEsts

thst it was locsted nesr ths qusy.

MILLS

The foundations of 53 watarmill and a watercoﬁrse are
mantionad in & grant sf 1687-3 (Erck 1852, 375-8B). The mill
ma.y have occupised the szite marksed distillary on the 1837 0.5.
map Clhlent 1383, S2). The mill is mentisnad &sgain in 1874

(Liber Munesrum I, pt. 1, 25-8).

UAYS

- -—

In 1802 Sir Olivar Lambert dezcribed Sligo as having a
larga shaltarad bay within which two hundrad ships could ride
at anchor (Mahasffy 1312, 428). Hz addsd that the harbour WaS

ilez from thas toun and this suggezts that, a3 in tha

+
[«]
3

czza of Dublin, =~zrgaez usre transferred on tc barges and

smallar vassals for carrizge to the ftocuwn. Quays are not shoun




refarancss to tha touwn =23 & port it is it b, szsumzed  that
zame form o quavsidz biAE piresant. Tha zaprliszt specific

rafaranca to s gquay iz in 1841 {Woeod-Martin 1283, 1133,

Tha first raefarance *o the swistance of a port at Sligs
soours in 1232 whan Johio Symsock uwa: licancaed to Zsrry  =ight
tunzs sf wirs *a Sliss (Graves 18TV, 82. By 1423 customs  uwers
bzing zallazctad from  ths ror snd tha sappointmants of
collactors of customzs and cockets for the touns of Galuway and
Sligs &sre recorded for 13343-51  and 1451-28 <(Hatzhzll 1233,
223k, 2BSb, 257, Tha cocKast continmued t5 bs  an important
source Sf ravanpuds throusghout the sixtzanth century. The Stats

was 3 Zoanstant source of worery. In 1588, for ins

Spanish asrmada zhips <alled into the port but they sank  soon

n

aftaruards (Hamilton 1285, 5207 Brausr and Bullan 1878, 472).

Shortly aftzr 3ligo f211 to O'Donnell in 1535 it wsz noted in

-h

Ssfficisl repaorts as the most suitable placa for the landing

cf Spanish forcas (H 413>. During tha early
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teanth century plans uars rapeatadly discussed For  the

n

s=var

construction of = fart sn Conay Island to protect the harbour
le

(Mzahaff» 1912, 3

r

B: Brauwar and Bulleh 1873, 287).

5. OOMESTIC HOUZES

The first refarence to domestic properties in Sligs is in
1233 whan it:=s 18@ bursgagszs:zs lk=2re valued 3zt £33 (MacMiscaill

1364, 1125, When the toun was burnad in 1336 it buildings,

e

both of wood and stonz, uere daszcribad as splaendid {AFM. It




156858 Hanivy Zidnay dezscribad the toun 53 formarly TEall = f
maerchants howzzz, 211 of which sre Jdizinhabitad and in ruins'

town had 128 howzz:z and cabins  (Wosd-Martin  "Enniszskillans",
131-298>. In lE52, szt tha ziid  of  the Cronwellian  wsirs,
howswar . Sligs w2z desaribed as "totally ruined, and nothing

laft of it but samz fzu bare walls and 5  Company e FSor
rizh Csbins ta distinguizh whers it ztood” Chigod-Martin

Lapy JOMEZ' CAsSTLE

Thisz is mentioned in ths 1841 asttsck [=3% MacDOocinasgh. 1t:=

5ite i3 unclesr but it Was pirobably it the wvicinity of
O'Craan's castla., Castle Strast iz probably so-called becausa

of tha numbar of fortified +toun housa or Ycastlas" uwhich

stonod on it.

O'CREAMN'S CASTLE

This iz mentionad in & letter from Captain Gerald Dillon

to Sir UlicK BourkKs in 1645, as 3 buildins which haeld out

-

33ainzt ths parlism

nm

ntarisns (Wood-Martin 1883, ¥8). Although
fraquantly confusad with tha castle of Slige it is likzaly

from itz name that it uss a merchant's duelling, probably a

pT]

fortifiad toun housa similar ta those which survive it

Carlingford and Ardese. According to Wosocd-Martin (1823, 38) it

stoocd a little backK from the road st the cornar batusan Abbey

w

Stireet and Tealing Strzet. UWood-Martin adds that fraces of
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the foundation: ware osbsairwad when 3 drain waszs ospanad nssarby .
He alzo zdds that  thz 1223 map indicatzs that it was
protactad by cutuores
g, CIVIC BUILDIMNGS
cCUsSTOM HOUSE

A petiticn of 1832 notazz that thz customs kcuszs, =2xcizz
offices snd all public LSuildingzs had baan dzstrovyad durins

the bBlillizsmite war fllcad-Martin 12883,
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Custom Houss i3 anknosun
GAJL

Tha first raference to a purposz-built gaol is in 1€33-6
Clbload-Marrtin 12232, 1852, It was szaid to havae bean the scans
of a massacre of proteztantzs in 16841 (Wooad-Martin 18283, 48).

Its site iz unkKnoswuwn.

. TOLN DEFEMNCES

-

Sligo zzamz to hauvs b fencas

[0
]
m

th

en anly avar defgnded by d
of =arth and timbar. In 1246 O0'Donnzll burnsd tha baun of the
toun, a raeferance uwhich would suggsszt that it was a&alresdy
dafandaed by 5 ditch and palisade (A Conn? AFMI, The touwn

withstood sziagasz by O0'Donnell in 1S12 and 1512 uhich suggests

)
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that defances war:
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prasent CAFM; A. Connd. A furthar
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£zt that zlthoush O'Connell gzad srtillery in his attack it
1216, +the *towun s3hill haeld csut for thres davs (AFH: AU,
Durins tha latzr sixtzanth cantury its dafarnczs  uwsaire in
poar repair. In 1STT thze merchantzs of Slise sought parmiszicn

to w=zll th= touwn  (Hamilton 1367, 1295, Ini 1224 Binsgham
rapartad that 1t was neczszary to wall Zligo and in 15287 hs=
offarad o znclozas the toun without sxpanss s thas cCrouh
CHamilton 1327, 542! 1277, 225), In 1892 Zir Oliver Lambart
repartad that Sligso would be inportant to thes province if it

ta hawvs happanad until tha= illiamite Lar WwhEn s thian

fortificatia

]
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=
M
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3
n

conztructaed by Calonsl henry betusen 1823
and 18381 (Wood-Martin 1289, 185-5 and 33). Tha coursa of the
Frepared at this

toun defancss is basad
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timae and it i3 not Khoun whathar thay follousd tha= lineg of

zarlisr defancez or hot.

i
Lo

Outsidae the daferices, onn  ths north, Was a redoubt,
praobably to be squatzd with the third fort built by Luttarall

in 1831 (Simmz 1365, 125).

rd
Outlin2 of the Toun Defances
Thare iz no esvidence for tha coursze of the medisval
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defencas. It may ba notad, houaver,

confined to the south zide of the river, anclosaed s smaller
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century dafenceas, and ths Dominican

frisry wasz probably ocutzids tham. Evidenca for the layout of

the savanteanth cantury defaznces iz bazed antiraely on 3 map
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s+ 1823 publishaed in sutlins by loosd-Martin.

On thzs nort zidz o +the Garwvosge thisz zhowszs 5 stretch af
wall with thraes srojacting baztions on the hillslsops west of
thz Graesn Fort The dzfances continuad 233t of the fort for a
diztsnca of about 158 m, inta +tha gioundsz of thia pirasant
County Hospital, whare tharzs was ansthsr baztion. From harse

On thz zouth =zidz sf ths Garvose, ths zastern end of  tha
dafances szams 1o havae bean neat ths 233t end  of CorkKran's
Mall., Ferom karse thaey ran in a ssutharly direction as far A3

S+, Patrizk's Conwant YCohuant of Marcocy ) growunds, whers the
convant gsravevard may prazzruve part of the south-gsst angle
tastion. This saztarn dafance was protacted by threz smallar
bsztions., Fraom tha Conuvant of Marcwy grounds thse wall ran
south-wast towards High Streat, whare prasumably thare was a

rAan touards St.
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John's Church but its exact course iz unclzar. On the wast
side of thz toun the dafence:z s=zem t5 hava continued along
thz =23zt side of Adalaide and Union straets bafsoire turning
eaxstuards to linK up with tha Stoﬁé Fort,. Jotin Strest  and
Wine Strazt wers protectzd by bastions and thers was 3 single
projacting bastion on the north wsll in the vicinity of Emmet

Flsza,.

2. CASTLE
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by Mauricz FitzGarald in 1235, Tha csztle sz constructad in
that wvaar with ztaneszs tafen from ths nzsrby rinity hozpital
call: AFM, In 12835  ths= Tastlae RS capturad L Aezd O

CA Connt Zf. Drpan 19101-29, iii, 24872, it wss s5335in capturad
v Qad in hiz campaisn of 1271 £ &FM: Aauls. I 1233 it Was
describaed 2z 'krorkan! (MacocNiscsill 1363, 33-92 buit it W35

rabuilt in 1292 by John FitzThomaszs  (AFM? au?, FitzGarsld's

Conchobair at the instigatiosn of da Bursh. hian peace  wWas

~+

grzad ba n tha tus  Anglo-Marman  barons, the msnor o

0

T

i
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Zligo bacame part of the de Burgh property. In 1218 d= Burgh

built a nau 33tla which survived until tha lataz siztzenth

N

cerntury and may ba tha ruined structurs shoun oh Phillips'

prospact of 16885 (NLI Mz, 3137 (3527.

W

In 1315, during tha Bruca invasion, it wass captursed by

Aad O Domnall, and later in ths same yesr it was captursed by

Rory 0Q'Conaor who plundeFed the ton (Orpen 1311-28, iv, 173).
P

It remainad in O'Consr  hands a{ﬁEF this data. Dorial O

Corchobair was Killed a%ter b2ing imprisongd hsra in 12v1i2

(A Conn? AFM? ALY, Murtough O Conchobsir diad haera i 1492

CAFM)Y , and BDannchad 0 Conchobsir died aftar

a
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flagstones sutside the castlz ia 1213 (A Conn, AFMY. In 1473
the sons of Ouwan O'Conor surrendzrad the caztls to 0'Boninell
and raecognisad his ovarlardship (AFM) . In 1471 snd again i

1478 it was captured by Macldilliam BurkKs CAl: AFMD who
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returnesd it o the 2'Consrs. In 1323 znd 1335, and 35310 iri
1512 snd 1512, it was bazizged unzuccess€fully by C'Donnell (8

Connt AFM: Ay, In 1218, houweweir, *he castlaz surrzndaraed  to
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1528z thz cs:ztlz reamsined in C'Connell hasnds until 1583, In
1956 it waz dezaribad by Sir Hepey Sidrey zs:s "the grazatzzt of
stivy thst wae havae szazn in an Irishmen's possessicon®" (JRSRI 28,

z22-22.
Irn 15288 Binsham tocox contral of Slisc for ths quEsh and
faop ths rizwt T YEEIS b wrots constantl: ot tha

3z 3 refugs without which the inkabitants would bz forced ta
flee the ar=ss (Hamiliton 1885, 383, 378>, In 1533 Gaorge
Bingham uss murdered in the castle by Ulick msc Radmond na
Scuaib Burke and it was surranderaed 15 0'Oannall  (Hamilton
1838, 32687 AFM>. Latar in the year it was besieged by Richard

Bingham wh wishad ts avenge the desth of his brothear. He

attsckKed it with a2 sizge tower, partly constructsad from tha
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of the Friary, but Was “TUnsble to
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Moriaethalezz O'Donnall dacidsd to abasndon “the Cas

slighting it CAFMD,

In 1538 Doansugh D'Conor Sligo was given cuztody of the

—astle and ha attemptad o re-edify it =lthough ha was

reportad to hauve had no food, no masons and [£L= carpenters

(AtKinsen 18332, 7T12)., In 1537 ha hald it with 3 sgarriszon
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hiz defzszt st {RTKiInzon 18832, 224>, It sz vecapturad
in 15383, haowsvsar, and sugpliss ware landad hers by th= =&l

of Ezz= in 1233392 to = O'Conocr Sligs. Tha suppliss o217
too latz, howewar, and ware captured by O'Donnsll ED 0 Wl
O'Conar had zurvaendaraed, In 1802 *ha caztls waz dasceibad 55

in ruains and the zxtant of *his damase is reflaectad i the
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iz probably thse structurz shoun on Philligs ! masp of 18285 snd
it msy be ths "crazie" casztlae traferrad +to in 1883 {SZimms

136852,

Mothing survivas taodsy of the castls and ayan its sit

hi

has bean s matter of dispute. 0O'Doncvan recorded, housvar,
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ha Stone Fort uwaz built on the site of thae castle and

haps it suen incorporated parts of it. This is thae nmost

L 4]
n
]

likely zitustion for a mediewval casztls wherea it controlled
I'd

the stratagically important ford asand tiridga.

9. STOMNE FORT

This fort was probsbly constructad in 16458 when £278 was
allottad for tha fortification of Sliga sind Roscammon

CMabhaffy 1301, S233. In 16855 ths truszstzes for the Barracks

vera racorded in the Dowun Survay (bissd-Martin 1833, 313, In
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1ES59 it W=z dzzziribad 53 tha nsu fort and it had =] SaEMTison
3f BD man. Rapairs uwerae sffzctazd in 1885 (Mahaffy 1387, 787).

At the start of the WHilliamite wisr the fort lacked 5 sarrisch

but it wssz taken suar by the Protzstant Assccociaticn who armed

it with szsuventesn cannon (Simms 13852, Duv ing the 2RsWing
sizaz thes fart held out for five days baforse zurrendering ts

Aczording to O'Donocvan the fort tas constructed  on thz
sita of thzs medizusl Castla. The sits is now osccupiad by tha

Taun Hall. Mo, th  shr ford ard th Coshl were derX &/ﬁ“‘/"ﬁ L
Sey IS /ocaréoas in Ochoder 1657 (See Wavehgpe 1932, é)MMALéL_

bl//lﬂ/n//{ Wer, Tonk A‘(ar(e,n/( pltns)

19. GREEM FORT

Part of tha monesy allocatzd in 16845 for tha fortification
of S1ig5 may uwuall have bean axpandad on thiz fort zs Karrisan
(1981) suggests. In 16856 it is dascribed 53 an earthucrk in

posy condition (Kerrigan 13921, 142) and it app=ars on the

M
']

Oouwn Survey map of the barocny of Carbury mads  about  this

tima. The Ffort formed an outwork of the defances during the

Williamite wars mhan it.mas defenqu by Tzige O0'Rzgan for the
P

Jaczobitas (S;mms 1885, 125), Wood=Martin daszribazs the

cutuorkKs as anclosing hearly an acre, havinsg & large bastion

and platform at zach cornser, tuwo gstes dafandad by a

half-rmoon, the uwhole szurrsundad by a daszsp foss=. at each
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angla uwithin 3 half muskKat shot stood
ot tuo zides but opan at tha gorga ts shaeltar the advance

posts. Waod-Martin ¢13383, 282 suggests that thasz sutusrks

vaera constructad by the Jscasbites.
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Full description panding completion of Mr, Dunne's raport.
11. 27T, JOHM'T CHURC

This s=amz *o coczupy *he z2its of 5 haospital fournided ity
1242 f{3z= Salou), which subzzquently bacams 5 rectory
attachzed 1o tha Knights Hospitsllars st Kilmainham. In 1427
plans wars afoot to build 5 new hospitasl but it is unclzar if
this wss =2ver complatsd or IO Tha reotory continued tao
furicticn . houausasr, and in 1498 +hz ractosr of Minbrysea aliszs

o
3
w

Zzligech wa:z asbzolued For 5 murdar {Haran 1372, 22282, In 1
it was sranted to the 2arl of Thomond (Erck 1852, 733, In
tha Rowal Yizitstion of c.1815 thsa church is dazcr ibed 53

O'Rouria (ISQB, 381>
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"racently rapairad" (Tyndal 138
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hat the church was rebuilt in 1837 by Si+r Rogar Jones
but it sz2z2ms more likaly that this was just 5 mortuary chapel

{Tyndsl 1962, 13, Thae presant building kwss +ebuilt by

Monument

Roger Jonaes. 183F.
Llz = wall, Efigizal tomb depicting Sir Rogeﬁ Jonas of Banadsa

arid his wif=.

2. DOMIMICAN FRIARY

Estzblishad in 1852 by Maurics fitzGerald CAFMD it Was

burnad in 130 and again in 1314, I the lattar year Yy
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an thz north imestone masonry with
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Jambs and quoins zhoir whare the
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£ Thz t of the
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=1 sandston=z. remain
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church,

cloistar of the dom=sztic ildings. In tarms of
dating, tha north and socuth uslls of fhe choir, the north
wall of tha nawe, and parts of ths sacristy and chaptzr houss
area of thirtaenth century dsta. Thz &3:t window of the chsir
Wwas prabably inserted aftzr thae fira of 1314, while ths

rocd~zcore

an touar visr e probably

and shortly

conszstructad




thereaftar, The zouth siszsle uwss built in thse late fifteanth,”
2arly sistasnth cantury but it IEEms *s hawve raplaced an

d capitals of
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2arlisr ztructuyrse. Ths profil

thas cloistzr srcads indicats that it is unrilikely ta be
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asilize than 2.1479 31vd the domestic buildingzs ars

The CHURCH consists 5f  the rizve with sidea aizls and
transagt, and the chancel zzpasrstzd from the nave by the rocd
sopraan and towsr . The =23zt sabls of thae CHAMCEL riszs to its

g
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full height and iz 1it by & Ffour-lig ticuls Windsou

n
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with an

Ot}

2rhal labal tarminating in human heads and having

<

or
m
DIl
o

ansthar in the cantra. It hss 2 pointad raar-arch with &
moulded intarnal arch. Slendar bandad pilasters with moulded
basa2s and foliate capitals dacoratz tha sngle of splay. This

Wwindow replaced the original thirtesnth century lancets, Tha

stonse altar uwaz ra2-eractad from its ariginal stones in the

w

ninetzanth century and it stand t6 3 hsight Gf 1 i, The

ront is highly carvad anddis diuyged irito nine cusped ogas
.

patials with pilazterz and crocKets “charasctaristic of the
fiftaznth cantury., Tha altar tablz is formed sf  five slabs,
onz of whick is an inzartion. Tha otﬁers dapict a croszs and
carry thz Lombardic inscriptiont IDHHN‘...l. ME FIERI FECIT
CJohn ..... causad ma to bs made?., The cros:z is szet within 2
squatrzs fram=, both o5f which are Fformed of tuwos bands of
intarlacza. The only faatures of tha north wall are  small

plain doorus
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largzs reczszs, garhaps tha foundar's taomb , fraom which  thae
di-zz3ings have bzen remousd. The south uwall wss 1it by zight

with sandstone jambs, bwc of whiich &

th
o

zzeond from ths wsstern end by onae of the pisrs of the tousr.
The reacaszzs which contzinzed the pizcinas and s=dilis are alss
irn thes south wall but thzy lace cut ztons.

The TOULER, which i3 almost sgquare 1 plan, i=
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ints the chanz=l. It iz supportad on pointad  srches ras

on four pizrs of cut ztonz and has & groined vault. It is
antarad by 2 small dooruwsy in the noedh side wall above  the

laval of the church roocf. The upper porticn is dividad intoc

tuo staga: In the louer s3tags raztsngular lintellad windouws

L]
.

inn the ezxz=t and u=:zt walls openad into the rcof of the church
naar the ridga’? 3 cuspad cges-haaded windsw providad light on
the =outh side. The upper floaor (tha belfry stsge2) has a
twin~-light «cusped ogas-hsaded uwindow in each wall. The
parapat leavel is dsztroyad but itz axternal drsinagse course

survivas,

Tha ROCD SCREEM occupiad tﬁe €zstarn end of ths nave and
cut off the laity from the chancel. It is an insertion and
may belong to the rebuilding of 1414. The spacs over the
screen formad a 3allery 2.15m wide scross the church and  uas
1

supportad an tuo parall roades  of pointad archas on

i

octagonal columns, thae soffit baing a ribbed wvaultaed. Above
this would hsva bzaen the actual rood, a largs crucifixion,

patrhaps the timberworkK cut up by Birnighizm tuo makKea & siege
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- - - - = - - - =y - - e = - - - - i - - ym, b
2hgins in 1535, Ths mouldinss of the 2a:d zid= wEire partly

wilt, indicating

L
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cut suay whan the piars 5f the towsr uers

that the towsr ws:s insarted sftar  the construction of  tha
rood zoraen.

wigdth the chancel and ths roof
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owar ua: ariginally continusus, Cuina to ths

the wa2ztarn wall its =2xsct langth iz urnicertain. Thz ficitth
wsll i= pisrzed by thres windcus, =2sch of tusc pointsad lighzs

with chamfzarad jambs and mdllicns. Irmediately undar tha
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protaectad thz raoocf of the original cloisztar. & latzr =ztring

csuMrss undar which thia roof of thaz praszant cloistar
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tazrminated abutszs agsinst the windouws
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wall o5f thz nava ha

pointed arche:z opaning intoc th sid AISLE  and transept.

14
Ll

an both sides. Thea
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Thasae hava osutar and innar ribszs chamfe
piers ara ractangular with chamfarad corners and moulded
capitsls. Tha e2astarn half-pizr is rounded and l1c6Ks lika
thirtesenth cantury uwork but +thse capitsal iz of Ffiftzanth

bz the prassnt aislsa and

o+

cantursy stvla., I+ suggasts

Y

chanzal had steppad psrapet:z, rising. from a drainags cours

Only tha 2s3:1 wszll of thae TRAMNSEPT snd  the arch which

connactad it to thae aislaz trEmsin., Th= 253t wall has tus

traecessaed uindous which lighktad tha altars of two side

chapals. An aumbiry and piscinz axiszst in the wall Space




is 5 s=oond piscina  at tha

sngle of i 2 anizept. Thae form o the flattan=d

arch opaning from the aizlz ints the *ransept indizatzs that
it iz not z2arlisr than *the zixtzesnth cantury.

Th2 CLOISTER GARTH waz slmosst rectansulsr. The <loisztar

aircada iz formed of doubla shaftad gillairs snd Flain

chamfared archas. It iz of fiftaanth cantury style but it

dszs nat sppear to ba 33 e2srly 3= the raztorsation star thz
Burnins of the church in 1413, The =z:t side and most of  tha
north and saouth  szides  zurwvivea. Thz sircades and tha
ambulatorizs or vaulted walks bahind tham  ar= &b intagral

o
n
v
[w 8
U
(0]
<
el
u
(]
e
~+
m
(4]
=5
19

part af the clauztral buildings, i.e. ths

u3ll of tha Uppar storay, th= PSS ms sf which Wware tha

combinad width of the ambulstory and sround flosr rosms.

Slightly more than haslf of the waultad SACRISETY surviva

o the north zide of tha chancal. B ide it is A Ppsssage

m
In

~+

which originally containaed  tha stairuay laading to tha

[

domestic quarters of the prisr cvszsrhesd. West of ths sacristy
is tha vaultad VESTRY, 1lit by s 3ingle light in tha zsst uall

and having a wall-cupboard in the’hest wall.

Tha CHAPTER ROOM is couverad by & plain slightly pointad
vault scross the centrs of which is & cut stone arch.This
arch is in lina with tha outar wsll ‘of the adjsining
buildings and indicates the sizz of the original thirteenth

cantury chaptar roaom. Thae =astar extanzion contzins tha

>

lowear portion of 2 three-liaght window, the draszsings of which

af sandztona.

3=
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Encush surwvives Ssf the builldings it th Sof thi= chiapter

room o indicate that it consiztaed Gf 3. i~ afigs of zmiall
vaulted chambars, zszch  with & zaparatz  zatrancs., A tha
i
notth-gaztarny angle iz 3 sgusrs TobiEr containins 3. Ipiiral
s5tair whizh ssuve acczzs o the dormitoriss abous. Thaz total
extant of thisz wing is uncertsin bacause the northesen z2nd was

gullad doun in +h
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removad in making grawves. It iz poszzibla that thers  tias A
zecond yard such 53 surwives st Ross Ervilly, Co. Galuizy.

Thz REFECTORY was situstsd on tha LEpa floor and tha
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it the rasdar's pulpit may bs zean ouar tha northarn

cloistar srcads. It wss placed in the thickrizss of the Wall
and opans ints the room by *thras small srches with s-tagonal

columns. Light wass provided by an orisl window supportzd on s

projacting brackat

Monumants

-=lab 1. 212th/14th cants.

Cros

n

Nave., Limastone. Trapazoidal uith/concaue baval. The =adg= is
daefinad by a flat-roll moulding and the sinistar top is
brokan zaway. Mich of the original false relief dasign is

sbliteratad by an zightzenth century inscription: PRAY e

SO%L OF ... FERRALL ALL 1AS1 McDOMNOGH WHO DYED THE 22 OF MARCH

AMMNO O0OM 1721, Tha original design appzars to havae consistad

e

d4 sn ersded pansl of

~+
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>

sf an incised cross but only the shsf

curving faliage szurvive. The foliage iz on the zinister sida

and thare i3 a possibla quatrupad on the dextar.
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Mauz., Limzstans, Trapezsidal with cConcave beual. I tus
piaces. Tha outlinsg of thae top iz dafined by an inciszd line.
The surfscoe iz uworn but tharsz 3 & tiraces sf  an incised
Toliszte cross-head.

Sacriszty. Upp=zr half of Xy incisz=d limestonas cross-zlab.

Bzdly =rodad. The shspa i5F
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with concsawve bawvel st sidesz. L.

Cross-s31ab 4. ?13th/14th cants.

g

Mave. Limestone, in tuo piesces. Trapszzoidal with concave
bzvael. The outline iz defined by a line. The surface is badly
aroded but there asre traces of a highly dacoratd oross-head.
The zhaft iz inciszed and its dexter side iz dacorataed uwith a

laafy scroll.,

[

L. 175. W. a3t top 5B tsparing ts 32 cm at bsse., T. 12.5 cm.

Croz3s-slab 5. 13th.143th cants.

ava. Limestona. Trapezosidal with convex bavel, outlined by a

Z

line on eithar s3ides. Otharwisa tha slab is plsin. Thae form

suggzaeztz a pre-1489 dastz but the convax bausl iz unusual at

L. 132. k. a3t top V1.5 taparing ts B2 at basa. T. 1S5 cm.

Croszs-slab 6. 12th. 18tk caents.




Assinst M. wall of chan-el. Limes
Fizcez. Ths surfscz iz cowverasd wi
d4s no ts Ffairm oz pattarn.
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L. 177, L. 3%+ taop 43 tspzring *ao
Cross-=labk 7, 71Z2+5.-°1848 cant.
In chanhzal racass, ohie. Upp

Raelisef dacorstion zhowing 5 oross
shid louer cornsrs sra broksan 3 &

smsllar arcz anclozins scusl and o

Cross-=2lab 2., 13th. 13tk cznt=s.

Sacristy. Bavellad limsstone slab

in relisf. Both the cross-hesd 3.

Surv. L. 142, L. at surv. hsassd.

Crosz-slsb 9. 14+th/ 15tk cants.
Mava. Limestona. Trapezosidal with

top cornar iz broKsan asz. iz 5 smal

cusped bracalats. Tha cuzps cont
forming four quatrafoils. Thea
intarnal sUANKanh trizsnglaz=s. Thea

but the bazs termirates in thres

L. 173, Est. W. 3%t top! tzpering

Giraveslab 1. ?213th 14th catitsz.

toiie, trapezoidal, in tus
th incized lines Lut thasa
It is lain sxCapt for a
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2 firsgment  Sof  Srosz-haad.

in circle but ths top part
” . Within the circle ars
gival zhapzsz.
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nd +the baze are miszsing.

59 tapering to 43 st basa.

bayalad adgas. Th= dextar

inue along the slab =adge
cusps  arse  emphasisad with
louwer quatrefoils are
Th=z cross-zshaft is missing
cuzpad leags.

to 48 cm at base. T. 132 cm.
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In chancael raczsz, Fragment of 2 trapezoidal limaestone slab
with concaswz bavsl and flzt roll-moulding. @n inciz=d band is
a1l *thsat survives 5f the Zross-shsfty st its top iz part of
arn 2laborzste folisse patiarn. On th= dextar zide is tha

hilt-portion of 3 suyord.

L. &7V. Surviuving W, st top S4
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Grauysszlab 2. T12thA14+h ceants=.

Sacriszty ., Brokan limazstones firagment af 3 tapairing slab.

Plain. Surviving L. 5S4, W. 53t hasd 53 tapzring to 57 at thia

foot., T. 18 om.
Grsve-slab 2. 712th/ 14tk cent=.
Sacristy. Tirapazoidal limestone slsb besring Y fadad

eaightzenth century inscription. Tha base iz iticompleta. L.

133. W. at haad 55 tapering to 43 3t baszs. T. 12 cm.

Grave-slab 4, ?13th/14th cernts.
Sscristy. Lowar part of a limestonz trapszoidal slab. Plain.

L. 111, W. 3t surv. top 41 tapaering to 31 at the base. T. 14

.

Id

Grave-slab S. 713th/ 14tk cants.
Vestry. Uppar part af a bevelled traspazoidal slab. Limestona.
W. 5t top 42 tapering to 43 =zt thz surviving bassa. H. B63. T.

16 cm.

Grave-slab €, ?12th 14th cants.
Morth cloister arcada. Basa of a trapezoidal limestons s31ab

with concave bavel, Plain. Surv. L. 288. W. at sSurv., top 45




relisf decarstion consiztz of tuo guatrupsd:z, probably lisns,
Now 3omhEdnat usrn Lombardic inscrigtion placed batuzan thea

HIC IACET GIG.. 'KELLIC ET ..AMFI'LIA  JOHAMAS DIA'LES

CROIMIZ' AMICT.
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Chancel. Limesztone. Trapszzoidal with concave bavel. It iz now
20 uWarn thst the detail of the dscoration and inscriptison are
lozt. It uwss drauwn by Cochranz, housvar, in the ninetezsnth
century. It i3 unusual in having the narrow end functisns as
the head and it may have bzen re-usad. Bealow the Lombardic
inscriptian is a crucifixkion with Mary and St. Jokin., Bazlow

this iz a quadrupad, and below that = pattaern of ros

=ttas.
Hunt ¢ 1374, 218) resd the inscription ast
HIC TACET UORDE MCCATUELY QUI ME FIE FECIT
L. 175, W. 3t tocp 48 expanding to 58 st bssz. T. 13 cm.
Tamb fragment. 15th/16+*h cants=.
Aigainzt chancal 's N wusll. Limestonz. Brokarn side-panel

ornamantaed with three cusped ogee-hesded niches.

L. 183. H. 23. T. 12.
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MNzauva., Manzs tomb with dzcorstzsd front panel asnd cancpy abous.
The mznsa top iz in thiraes parts and is plain z2xc=zpt for EY
canwvaxr moulding on itz fron face. Thes mensas top beasrs tracas

sf 5 lata inscription anmd was oSbuiosusly re-us=d. Tha +tonmb
front iz autlinad by an osuter chamfer:zd wouldins  and it is
Jecorstzd with ninse figurzsz, 311 of whi izh {except for tha
cantral arucifiznian) ztsnd in cuspsd oges-hasdad nichas. The

nizhas are toppaed with plaitad vine finisls and hiavse lasfy

crackatz, The crusifiwion iz in an ogzs nichs. The figuras
sre (1. %o w0 21, Frapncis? 2%, Catharine of antioch:  a

famalae z3int hslding & Tzuerd? Our Lady?! Crucifixzisns St.

John? St. Michzal: St. Patar? an sarchbishop with the right
hand raised in blezsins. Gothic inscription immediately balow

the mansa!

[LHIC IACIET [CIORMACUS OCRAIAM ET [GIEHOMNINAI [ A IENCASA

[UMOIR [EIUS] AMNo DO1 M CCCCC VI,
Hare liess Cormac O Craian and Johanna Ennis his uwife,

Tha cancpy iz formed from cusped flambovant tracery b
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the uppar part survivaes and it shcus sh oge=a abosvs  tuo
mouchettzs, with tuwo cusped mouchettses balow. The masconry

bahind tha tracary has bzan rabuilt ahd 3 Crean hearaldic

plaque insartad. ¢Hunt 1373, 218).

L. of *tomb chaest 232. H. 33, W. of mensa B3 cm.
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bauvel. The uppzar half poritrsys tws armed ztanding fisurss one

CErrring & pola-sirm tha St hiat 5 spaitth .47 bsth haswing
swords. the decoratisn on tha lower half showszs = guadrupad
with 5 lons t2il, Knotusr& and an IHS. Belbm'this EX-1-0 8 (S -
reprzzantsticn 3f Zt, Patar, batuszan tuo panzl:zs of flambovant

HIC IACET DOMAT C ZUIBNE CU SUA JHWORE  ELIA NIGRA INM

HARCE [ 15177, EUGEMI ....AIN CARPEMTARINS FECIT.

Crean harzldic plaqus. 188E.

9

Limestonz, rectangular. Behind Canopy of O0'Cresn  tomb in
nava. Achirvamant zhouwing the Crzan and French coats impslad.

Raoman inzcriptiom?

cCor MYMOVM CREAIN ME DEVS
ET SPIRITY RECTVM IN NOVA

el IN WIS TRIBVYES MEIS
H. ¥1. Ul. 832 cm.

O'Connor Sligoc. 1B823.
This morument has beaen fully described by Cochrane in the
Appandix to thas 28nd Raport of the Commizs ionars of Public

.

Works in Ireland (1313-14), 14-15.

Craesan and Jones haraldic plaque. 1825.
Rezctangular limeztons aschisvament. The crest is lacKing and

the date 1625 is inserted in its place. lnscription:®

kit ot praglaged
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LEE TWO ARE OME BY HIZ DECRE
THAT RAIFMETH FROM ETERMNITY
WHO FIRST ERECTED HAVE THESE STOMES

WEE ROBYCRE CRESM ELICH JOMES

Undarneath E windou. Limeztone, Ozcoratad beardad figure,

25x54. T. 11 «m.

Undar touar., Rectangul ar limestona plaque. Fragmaentary
inscription?: .....YMNDUYM CRESMN ME DEVYS'.....M RECTYM IN  NOVA
It Y15 CER...

B3xB5. T. 18 cm.

Crean heraldic plague. 17th cent.
Undar tower. Rectangular limeston® coat.Small projection  at

basz uwith the initials . C.

3x22. Projasctiont 18x180. T. 16 cm.

Chancel recess., Rectansular. BroKen. Cne side is straight and

the other chamferasd. 22x34. H. 23. Dzapth of bouwl. 19. BDiam.

szt mouth 25 cm.




Founded in honsur of the Trinity in 1242 ¢a Conn), much
s’ its kuilding stons WSz raequis it icne: i 1235 fsr ths
canstruction of thes castlz CAFMY ., sftar vitiich it IS T3
hsus bazsn asbandonad. The proparty ramsined 5.5 = Y1Zar a5,
howeavar . and in 1427 Barnserd Y Flannagain asked parmizsion to
faund s hospital and 3 contisucus chspal G f 5t. Mairy thea

Yirgin and S%. Jahn the Baptiszt in placz of

intar ducz pantaz sive de csstrs Sliganct
E4%3, Thiz waz to bas 5 hoszpitsal a6id chiapel bi
ball-touar and othar offices. I% is niot clear if

built, houzvar. In 1422 thz "parsochial rectory”

lands batusan the tuwo bridges is r

L

portad as void bacausse the

fruits uere baing usurpad (Tuamlow 1993, 52). Engquiriess were

conducted into this situstion in 143282 a&and 1449 but

outcome iz nhot ra

(n}

14, LIST OF ARCHAECSLOGICAL FINDS

1. Flat coppar axahesd of Louagh Rauzl typz.,.

county Slign. Chaduick Muszum, Balton. Harbisaon

n
m
L
+
]
[n]

FPar axehead. From Sligs, county

1359:65. Hazrbison 1933, 14! no. 1447 JRSAI gl

2. Flanged branzzs axahasd of Ballyvallsy

their

orded (Tuemlou 19903, 1737 1912, 121>.

From 2Sligs,

1363a, 14:

Slige. MNM1

(1381), 7va:

Fraom Sligo,




county Slizs. MMI O 12853132, Harbizon 13835, 47! noc. 1333,
4., Braonzse "rpur-zhapsd" bridl=z patidant. Found 2t 2=lisge,

county Sligo. MMI 13839:53.

5. Hoszrd of farty-zix siluar coins, Anglo-Ivish an English,
the late:zt beaing of Hanry VIII (1E23-372). Founs at Sligs

Akbaw , county Zliso, in 1242, MMI and Sligs Public Libkrary.

5. Hurmsn baries ., Rzcording b dood-Msrtin 1822, 134-6>
cartloads of Ruman bones HMere ramsuvad in 13280 duiring
strestucsrks along thse roadusy batusan the Inperial Hsostel 3ivd

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AMND POTEMTIAL

Thaz Praoblams

S51ligo is important tc archazolsgica resesrch  for tuo
reasons. Firstly, it was the sitea of the most important
Anglo-MNorman touwn in north Connacht. Secandly it was thza only
Ariglo-MNorman toun uhich.prospe*ed uridzrr Gaelic control in tha
later Middle Ages. Excsvatiocn harg-could raveal significant
information asbout tha economy and Ia;;ut of the thirtzenth
cenruty town and, in particuiar, about how life in the toun

changa2d or accomodatad to Gaélic contral i tha fourteanth

and fiftaanth centurizs.

Much of Sligs's streat pattarn szzems to retsin its late

medizval layout but it is difficult to ba certairn about the

[}

trest asddad

touwn'sz exact form priocr to 188932, Was O'Conniell
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in the sawvantzanth :antJ;v” Do Castla Strezezt and Hish Strazt
fallow their sriginal medizval courszsz a3 suggeszted S WEe
thay tredezignad in the 23ivly sauantesinth cantury T Lihat =T
the naturz of the rasd suvrfacs at Vaitious times? Strecsts
b
should hka 2xamined archazclosicslly if =+t &all possible
becauszs thaey parmit not anly an sx<aminaticn of their surfaces
but 3135 zllow the vrezults of excavaticns oh one sid= G f A
ztr=z2t to bs linKed with thozs on the othasr. Thisz ensblzz the

raconstruction of antire s*trestsospes in tha manner which hHas
graoved 85 susoszsful st Mouvgorod in Russia.

Mothing is Knoun of the form of the izt bridsass but it
iz l1iKaly that 535 &t many tocuns the foundation pilas UGV ive

tha reiverbank and in the

v
ug
1]
(0]
e
L
m

in thes waterlsogsad daposit:

rivar itzelf,

Hiztorically, the castle waszs one of the most impsrtant in
north Connscht. It was 5 substantisl stone structure and

almost although no trsceas survive abova ground today its

foundaticons almost certainly syrvive Balou giround in tha

vicinity af the Toun Hall.

MNext to nothing iz Knowun of thz form or zize housing in
Sligs prjor to 17¥88. The surviving accounts of O'Crean's
castla and Lady Jonzs' caztls indicate t*thst there wuwere
fortified touwn housa2s within the towun probably similar to
thosa which 3till survive st Carlingford and Ardss. But stone
housas af this form warse probably alusys few in numbaerand thea
majority of structure:z uwould have bsazen of wood. Monetheless,

with corract axcavation, the farm and layout of woodan




It is impottant to Krisui what
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Ebuildings <an bae discouar

wm
[w]
-3
o+
]
“+
(s g
s
—
o
-
v
1e)
e
-+
o
h
=1
=
ho
(Wi
=
it
ks
as

inhabitants of 3Sligc lived in

zhd how thasza changad

13
O
¥
-l
]
u
o
-
s
i}
]
ot ]
-
s
o
e
>
n
"
E i
s
7]}
i
N

hi
I
ut
=
il
-+
w
T
no
=i
'
n
(W8
m
W)
-+
o+
r
i
.
]
hdl
a
(!
-+
]
-f‘

native Irish, British and continantsl building tachriquas  an
Sliga's craftzman, A grast dz2al of informatisn sbout  changes
in building methods snd fashions can 2135 ba darived from
stratifiad zitzs in which thae remsins  of succassive houses
ara presasryad. A graest dasasl ramains ta bez lzarnad about
Slige's szaventzanth century housszss sls5.

The courss of the town defencas sutlined abosve neads  to

o
n
n
[«
-
m
n
t+

be chacKad by axcauvation to datzrmins whether it
or not. The toun s=ams to have basn protactad only by earthan
dzfances st 511 tomzzs asnd whilz thaze have laft no surface
trazas, the extarnal Ffos332 szhould s5till ba datectabla

archzaclaogically. It iz important to remembar that the

w

medisvsl dafancas of ligo &almoszt certainly enclasesd s

smallar ras than those of the saventzenth century and since

D]

we Knouw nothing about their e2xtent evidence uwill anly  conme

to light accidantsally,

St. John'zs Church (C. of 1.) is &almost certainly on  the
site of tha madiaval parish church but it is likely that thae
sit

archsenlogical dzagp hauva sufferrad much from tha

inhtarmaent of burials. Tha structurs of tha Bominican friary
survivas in yary asond condition. Agsin it should La
ramambarad, howuswvar, that this building stood within a larger

pracinct and the houwss:s which sdjoin tha gravayvard on the
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nsrth snd sast probably fouar archseclosical daposzits.
Archazolozical Potantisal

Brechzsoslogy dossz nia cotiz izt solaly 5f sxcavation bik1s
does it stop st ground lzval. The archsaslosgsical zvidance for
Zlizn's 5zt Zoampiriz=ss all tha shwzical B INERHES o f misan 'z
activitizz on the sita o thes toun, from itz first uzz a5 EY
ford to ths prazant dzyw . Tha surviving stizat pattarn,
profperty boundsrizsz and standing buildings constituts the
upparmost lewals oFf the archszslogicsl stratigraphy, snd  all
e relavant to the ztudy of hE- toun's Fazt. Cocumzsntary
auidence 2l:zs plavs s rale in raconstructing ths hizstory of

2arly Sligo, but for ths wids ranss of humsn sctivity omittad

fraom the uwritten asccount=z a eriods wWwithout
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documantat
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is our only source of informaticon.
The ewvidance of srchasclogy and topsgraphy, cf architecturse
and of documants, is complamantary’ aach gains from the

axi

uy

tanca of the sthars and the unrecordsed destruction of one

of a toun's archive

(43
v
o
=
ck

form of 2uidanca not only ramcua:

but zlza diminishas the uszfullness of thosa which are

ld

sitea of

Lo

Th= sgrvey of its archssclogy indicate§ that th
tha toun has baen the zcene of human actiu}ty in Prehistaric,
Early Histaric, Madizval and post-Madisval times. Eoth
documantary sourcas and the Krnouwn srchasological ramains
indicatse that the toun was occcupied continucusly from <.11289
into ths post-madisval pariod. Witk the exceptiocn of tha

Domiinican frisry and the Gresn Fort, 511 othar standing
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archazoslas ramsins hizue bean Famoved. Slthough thz
deztruction of buildings abovs 3round hss baan zubstantixl,
tha strzaet pattarn of the szvantaznth-cantury toun is larssly
intact and srchasslogicsl depszits sre likKely 5 z2xizt swuar a
wida srzz of tha touwn. Accsrdingly thars is thz  =irong
likalihaosd of reTovErins tnous s foundations, refus= Fits,
indus+tr izl , and workKshaps.
ARCHRAEDLOGY . FPLAMMINMG AMD DEVYELOFPMENMT

It iz =zvident from the forassocing that srchazsolosy iz an

impartant msans o F lesirning abaut Sligs's past and of
undarstanding the charactzr and datailad form of ths toun
todsy. This is more than jus an acadeamic  pursuit becauss
without an appraciation of tha Ffactors which have shaped

nt ch

pu

(]

3lign's pres racter, staps taKan to consarve that
charactaer will not ba wholly seffactive, or wuworse, fzatures

basic to itz unique identity may be unuittingly dastroyad.

The protaction of buriad archzesclogical avidence prasants
serious prableamzs for nost only iz thara the pressure of

redavalopment znd thes high valua of urban propertizs with

which to  contand, but the sitesz +thamsalves &are ocftan

&
a
~+
]
u

difficult to dafina or a2usl thair full archaeological

potantial may only bacoms apparent whan aki excavation is

undartakKan in adwvanca of devaelopmant or by obsearvstisons makKa
while davelopment is in prograss. The friary alone enjoys

statutory protaction 3 5 =chaduled MNational Monumant but

kD

bacauze of the difficulties of scheduling urban properties,

e I T
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sther sitzs within Slizs unl ikaly T bz givan this
praotectian, 11 iz srucial, thaerafore, *hat s concertad effort
should bs msde to zafzssuysrd itz zrchasclogical her itases and
that sdaqusasts provizion iz made for inwvasztigation in advanca
S>f any radavalosment. This iz bast sohiieved By TR $e -] tha
rexlizsstion of Tligas'z archazolssical potentisl e Sf tha
sbjactivaes of itz dewvalospment plan. The ocbjzctive may than be
schizsved by judiciou:z uss of glanning canstraints atnd by

)
+
m
+
-
hH]
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Arezzs of Archaseoclogical Po

The shadesd portion of thz accompanying map dazlimits  th

m

izal potentizl within modern Sligoc. In  the
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archazologicsa excavations within this asres,
howauvar, little can ba szid of thair axtent and depth. This
araa shadad areas is based on the size of the touwn in 1683 and
the extant has baen continued outzide the walls s3slightly in
ordar *o sl1lou for a posszible fossa. On tha north side of tha
toun tha aras sround Holborn Hill has been includad because

thas 'radoubt' zhouwn on ths 18283 map may still survivae in  tha

iy
Q
3
~+
-
U

grean of the housing sztst .eas3t of the toun thae area
srround the megalithic tomb in Abbavguartar Morth has baan

shadad, snd on the ezt the sres in the wvicinity of the fine

ringfort at Rathadmond.
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Fig. 2, Sligo! Outline map showing the major archaeoclogical
features.
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Dominican friary:

-

cross-slabs 1 and 2.
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Fig. 7.

Dominican friary:

cross-slabs 8 and 4.




Fig. 8. Dominican friary! (top) graveslab | and cross-slab 7
(bottom) cross-slab and altar tmensa.




Fig = | Dominican frias E chancel



Fig. 18, Dominica

n friary cross-slab 6.
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Fig. 15. Dominican friaryt 17th cent. tomb fragment.
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SLIGO: Zone of Archaeological Potential
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The zone of
archaeological
potential covers the
area enclosed by the
town walls and an
additional of 20m.
outside of that.
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