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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Touns pose one of the most formidable problems faced by
archasoclogy today. Lived in and cccupied over long periods of
time, and often covering gquite large areas, they are the most
complex form of human sesttlement that wuwe Know of. Deep
archaeological deposits hawve accumulated in most touns as a
result of the long pericd of occupation and, accordingly.,
touwns are among the most important areas of our heritage.
Houever , touwns are also the homes of modern communities, and

are the centres of present-day business, industry and
cultural life. The requirements ¢f modern 1ife has brought
cons iderable change to many touwns with extensive roead

widening, building schemes, housing estates and industrial
development., The demolition of buildings and the digging of
deep foundations has brought about irrevocable change in the
appearance of touns, and change, in this century, means more
thorough destruction than anvthing that has gone before. The
problem for archaeclogy is not one of preservation., although
this may be desireable, but of recording standing buildings
and archaeological levels before they are destroved, The
unfortunate truth is that what is not recorded now has little
chance of ever beinhg recorded later.

By its nature archaeology is concerned uwith the past of
ordinary pecple. The fragmentary building remains, pottery
sherds and scraps of workKed stone or wood which the
archagologist discovers cannct be used to reconstruct
political movemants or great administrative changes. These
parts of our past can only be glimpsed from documents, from
what people who uwere alive at the +time have observed
themszelvas or heard related. Rrchaeological data, houwever,
can tell us a great deal about the evervday life of ordinary
reople and the quality of that life in terms of the
technolegical and econaomic resources c¢f the particular time
and place in gquesticon.

Urban archaeclogy may be defined as the study of the
evolution and changing character of urban communities from
thaeir earliest origins until modern times’? more especially it
is concerned with the reconstruction of the natural and human
environment within which and as part of which human actions
takKe place. A methodical definition such as this, howmewer,
should not obscure the fact +that wurban archaeclogy is
fundamentally concerned with the past of ordinary citizens,
of the form of their houses and streets, of the business of
their markets and worKshops, of the stvle and arrangement of
their churches, of health and disease, of the variety of
cultural, religous and economic activity: in short, it is
concerned with the life and death of communities ancestral to
our oun.
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Development of Urban Archaeclogy

For long the study of the urban past has largely been the
presarve of historians, sociclogists and gecgraphers and it
iz only recently that the potential of archasology to uncover
the past has been realised. Part of the reason for this is
the general lack of awareness that almost all touns have
arrchaeological deposits, This stems in part from the
incomprehensiocn of the ordinary man-in-the-street that a toun
which is lived-in can have archaeologicxl deposts at all:
purely because it is lived in, one tends +to think that
everything of past ages, unless it is wvisibly standing has
been swept awav. In part it also stems from the fact that the
construction on a vast scale of buildings requiring deep
foundations has only occurred recently, and it is only as a
consequence that archaeclogical depcsits have come to light.
It is also due to the fact +that, in previcus centuries,
archaeclogical methods and techniques were not advanced
encugh to take advantage of opportunities even if they did
arise, Until relatively modern times +the buildings of ohe
generation have been constructed upon the foundations of the
last. As structure replaced structure the ground level rose
slightly and over the centuries, in cities such as Dublin,
cons iderable depths of archaeglogical deposits have
accumulated.

It was at Nowvgorod in Russia that the potential of urban
archaeoclogy uas first revealed. There, organic remains were
found in large quantities and it became possible to
reconstruct entire streetscapes and to chronicle the changes
which happened in them as one generation succeeded the next
(Thompson 1967). Gradually as excavation tooK place in

England and Germany it became apparent that the rich
archaeclogical material in towns uwas not just & side-light on
urban life but it could contribute greatly to our

understanding of the archaeclogy of entire pericds and
regions. In Ireland the first scientific excavations uwere
commenced at Dublin Castle in 1361 and excavations wuwere to
continue in Dublin for the next twenty vears. The interest
arocused by the High Street and, later, the ldoocd Quay
excavations was uwidespread and it created an interest in the
archaeology of other touns. To date, excavaticns have takKen
place in about twenty Irish touns.

tUrban sites are important to the archaeclogist for a
number of reasons. Firstly, in all touns archaesclogical
deposits form the earliest archive. Only a handful of Irish
towns are referred to prior to 1280@ AD and it is only during
the sixteenth and seventesnth centuries that references
become anyuway commoh. Yet the urban life of many touns has
continued unbrokKen since the twelfth or early thirteenth
century, while the origins of others lie in the ViKing, Early
Christian and Prehistoric periods. Even uwhen references occur
they rarely throw much 1light on daily life and tend to be
more concerned with political and administrative events.
Indeed, most individual properties within touns have no



documentation relating directly to them until the
late-seventeenth or early-eighteenth century. To all intents
and purposes, then, individual sites within towns may hava
remained completely prehistoric, in so far as they have no
documentation, until the seventeenth century or later.
Accordingly, archaesclogical excavation is important if one is
to0 gain any Knowledge of +the initial rperiod of a toun's
foundation or of how a particular area evolved and was used.

Secondly , touwns usually possess a much greater depth of
stratigraphy thanm any other tyvpe of atrchaeological site.
Stratified deposits are important because they preaeserve the
sequence of developments on a particular site and the wuealth
of finds asscciated with urban sites means that it is usually
possible to date both structures and lavaers quite closely.
This is patrticularly important because it makKes it possible
to establish tight chronclogies for artefacts.

Thirdly , the archaeclogy of a region cannot be understcod
without Knowing what happened to the touwns within it. Each
town is a unique expression of the history aof its area and
the destruction of its archaeclogy would leave an
irreplaceable gap in Knowledge of the ewvolution of the
region.

The recovery of this information is threatened, however,
by the increasing redevelopment and agradual expansion of our
cities and touwns. It is very difficult to foresee the effects
of this redevelopment when the extent of archaeclogical
depasits is generally not Knowun tc the Planning Authority and
it has happened in the past that the archaeological
significance of a site has only become apparent when building
work was about to commence. It is important then that the
areas containing archaeclogical depositis should be identified
if the potential of this important part of cur heritage is to
be realised.

Purpose and Aim of the Present Survey

The Urban Archaeoclogy Survey uwas established with monies
allocated for the purpose by the Minister for Finance in
1382. Its purpose was to compile a corpus of archaeoclogical
information on Ireland's touns and to present it in such &
way that it could be used effectively by +the archaeologist,
urban plannetr, property developer, or interested layman. In
this regard the survey has bean guided by a submission
prepared by the Royal Irish Academy on Urban BArchaeology
which recommended that the report should have four aims!

1. "To evaluate critically the archaeclogical potential, both
above and belocu ground of the listed touns®.

2. "To emphasise areas wWhere the archaeclsegical deposits
could be preserved by the Jjudicious use of new building



technigques and the prezentation of open spaces, etc.”

3. "To asszess the level of destryction of the original
townscape".

4, "To measure the effects of urban expansicn on originally
rural archaegcleogical sites”,

The chronological cut-off point bevond which material would
nct be included was 1708 AD.

The identification of sites which were urban centres
before 1708 AD is not without difficulties. In many cases
such an identification ie dependent on the survival of
documentary evidence, However, it uwas felt that it uwas better
to follow the existing uwork of Graham (19772 and Martin
(1981) rather than impose new criteria. Accordingly the sitaes
which are included here are those for which there is evidence
of their status as boroughs prior to 1782 AD.

In the reports the material i= presented as follows: +the
situation of the site is cutlined and a brief acccunt of its
archaeclogical and historical bacKground is provided. This is
follouwad by an archaeological inventory uhich endeavours to
catalogue both extant sites and those which are Knowun from
documentary sources. Althousgh the amount of information on
each touwn may vary the catalogue follows the same format for
each entry, firstly detail ing the informaticn on streets and
street pattern, and following this with an account of the
domestic buildings, markKet places and economic features such
as quays and industrial areas. The seigneurial castle and
toun defences are described next together with the religicus
buildings of the toun. The evidence for suburbs and activity
cutside +the walls is +then outlined and the inventory
concludes with a summary of the archaeological excavations
and a list of the stray finds. The inventory is followed by
an assessment of the archaeological potential of the site.



INTRODUCTION TO CO. WESTMEATH

The urban networkK which characterises the modern county
kas formed owver many centuries. Tha largest towns, Athlone
and Mullingar, are alsec the oldest, incorporated by the
Anglo-Normans in the early thirteenth century. Both uwere the
sites of settlements Frior to the coming of the
Arglo-Normans. Athlone was a religous centre and the site of
an important bridge, while Mullingar belonged toc the church
of Lyan. Their development into towuns occurred as part of the

Anglo-Norman colonization of Westmesth, The touwns were
founded more for econcmic than defensive reaschns. They uere
primarily markKet-places For the produce of the hewly

conquered landz and their function as strongholds only came
later.

Apart from Athlone and Mullingar, the Anglo-MNormans also
established the toun of Fore, while at Ardnurcher, Ballymore
and Kilbixy, they founded boroughs, settlements which had the
legal privileges of towns but the Ffunctions of large
villages. There may have bheen others, such as Killucan beside
the great motte of Rathuwire, but the histgrical documentatiaon
iz lacKing and we simply do not Know. The fourteenth century
Wwas a period of economic decline in Ireland and this was
particularly apparent in Anglo-Norman Westmesth exposed as it
was to attacks from the native Irish. Athlone, Fore and
Mull ingar declined during +the late Ffifteenth- and early
sixteenth—- centuries but Ardnurcher, Ballvmore and Kilbixy
were abandoned.

The resurgence of Enalish interest in midland Ireland
during the sixteenth century brought prosperity 1o Athlone
and Mullingar, but the octher Anglo-Norman sites were simply
forgotten. Fore continued +to decline and its role was
eventually usurped by the village of Castlepollard in the
seventeenth century. Athlone and Mullingar waere largely
rebuilt, perhaps even re-planned, in the late sixteenth
century but only one new town was incorporated. Kilbeggan uas
developed by the Lamberts and received its charter in 1613.
The seaventeenth century, despite its wars, was a century of
economic improvement. Kinnegad appears to have been in
existence by the end of the century and was the terminus of a
coach route from Dublin by 1738, Mew estate villages, many of
which form the basis of todav's urban netuorkK, uwere alsc
founded. Moate was laid out by the Clibborn family, and
Castlepollard was developed by the PakKenhams. The landlord
interest in village lavout continued intoc the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries and is best reflacted in Tyrellspass,
Wwinner of so many Tidy Touns awards, which was laid out in
the 1820s by the Countess of Belvedere.

This report is concerred with the seven sites which had



urban functions prior to 1700 A.D. These are the Anglo-Norman
touwns of Athlone, Fore and Mullingar, the Anglo-Norman
boroushs of Ardnurcher, Ballymore anhd Kilbixy, and the
seventeenth century town of Kilbegan <(Fig. 1>. The report
provides an account of the archaeolegical remains at each of
thesa sites and an assessment of the towh or borough's
importance to archaeclogical research. It outlines the aress
within the touns where archaeclogical deposits are likely o
survive and highlights the great potential of these sites to
increase ocur Knowledge of the development of urban life in
Ireland. Finally, recommendations are made as to how this
potential can be best realised. Each *toun is provided with a
map outlining its zone of archaeolsgical potential in which
the following colour code is used:?

FinkK: the zone of archaeclogical potential.
Red: extant archaeoclogical monuments.
Purple! sites of Known monhuments.

Ardnurcher and Kilbixy are now desearted, Fore and
Ballvmore have shrunkK in size and importance, but Athlone,
Kilbeggan and Mullingar are expanding towns ripe for urban
redevelopment in the near future. Uncoentrolled redevelopment
at any of these sites will destroy the fragile archaeclogical
bheritage of Westmeath's touwns and it is the hope of this
report that the recommended steps wWill bhe taken in order to
ensure that urban development and archaeological research may
go forward together hand in hand.
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ARDMNURCHER

The deserted borough of Ardnurcher is located on a ridge
about 58@ m north of the present village of Horseleap. The
placename is a corruption of Ath an Urchair, the ford of the
shot (Dinnseanchas 2 (1966-7>, 113-7). The origin of the name
is uncertain, houwever, although +there is a tradition
conhaecting it with the wuwounding of Conchobhar MacNeasa
(Dinnseanchas 3 (1368-3), 22>7.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BARCKGROUND

Bgpart from its traditicnal association with Conchobar
MacNeasa the only evidence for activity on the site priocr to
the coming of the Normans is a somewhat doubtful reference to
a souterrain in the castle bailey (Brouwnrigg 17838, 46). In
the early 117@°'s, however, the canitred of Ardnurcher was
granted to Meiler FitzHenry by Hugh de Lacy (Orpen 133z,
2292. The manor Was ah important one and uwas wuwell defended
from ah early date. The record in the Annals of Clonmacnoise
for the year 1288 that:

"some of Mevler Bermingham's pecple tocoK the spovyle of
thae castle of Ardnurcher and burnt all the houses of the
markKett"

suggests that there was a substantial settlement here by that
time. The settlement had attained boroush status by about
1233 when a burgage in "Ardnurthur” is menticned in a charter
of Walter de Lacy (MacNioccaill 1977, 552. The settlement uas
in a frentier situation, however, and exposed to attackKs from
the native Irizh such as that recorded in the Annals of
Clonmacnoise for 1234 when Ardnurcher was burned hy Feadlimid
O Conchobhair.

Almost nothing is Known of Ardnurcher in the Later Middle
Ages but like much of the Anglo-Norman colony it seems to
have passed out of fAnalo-Norman control in the late
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The castle, and probably
the borough, were in Irish hand:z by 1422 when the sons of O
Mailsechlainn attacKed Ardnurchear which Was held by
MacEochagain (Freeman 1944, 4617, In 1568 Ardnurcher uWas
granted by Queen Elizabeth to Gerald, Earl of Kildare, and
this may indicate the re-establishment of some form of
English control.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY
1. BOROUGH SITE
£. DOMESTIC HCUSE



-4 -

MOTTE AND BAILEY CASTLE
TOWN DEFEMCES

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. DAVID
€T. BRIGID'S WELL

HOSPITAL

Ao b w

1. BOROQUGH SITE

This was located to the west of the motte and was bounded
oh the north-east and south-gfast by a defensive wall. It must
have extended westuwards at least as far as the parish church
but the precise line of its western boundary is unkKnouwn.

2. DOMESTIC HOUSE

Nothing is Known of the form or extent of domestic housihg
within the borough but a stone house is specifically referred
to in a grant of c.l128@ (BrooKs 1936, 1627.

3. MOTTE AND BAILEY CASTLE

The construction of a castle at Ath-in-urchair is
recorded in 1192 by the Annals of Loch Ce. Thiz may have
replaced an earlier structure put up in the 117@'s. It was
built by Meiler FitzHenry but it passed inte the hands of
Walter de Lacy sometime batueen 1287 and 1218 (Orpen 1911-20,
ii, 214947 Otuway-Ruthven 1868a, 88). In 1214 the castle uwas
raided by Cormac son of Art Ua MaelSechlainn (QOrpen 1811-20,
ii, 383). After the death of Walter de Lacy in 1241
Afrdnurcher passed . to Gaoffrey de Geneville (Otway-Ruthven
I988b, 410>, In 138B8B de Genewville surrendered his portion of
Maath to his grand-daughter Joan and Roger de Mortimer her
husband. Ardnurcher presumably remained nominally in Mortimer
hands until 1424 when it would have passad to Richard, Duke
of YorkK, before finally reverting to the croun, in the person
of Edward IV, in 1481 {Orpen 1911-28, iii, 286-7). By 11422,
as mentioned above, the castle was in Irish hands and seems
to have been of little military importance in the Later
Middle rfiges. 0ld accounts suggest that there uwas a stone
castle on the site. PFPiers (1898t, 84>, uwriting in igge,
records that there uas still! an "antient stately structure®.
The site was described by the antiquary John Browntrigg in
1788 and he noted a round Keep-likKe structure on top of +the
motte and some rectangular buildings in the bailey. He also
noted "cawves" in the bailey (Brownrigg 1788, 46). These may
be the remains of a souterrain which uwould suggest that the
motte was constructed on top of an earlier rinsgfort.

Description (P1. 12



The motte and bailey is shouwn on the first edition 0.85.
map (18382 but it was omitted from subsequent maps and its
position is outlined in red on Fig. 2. It is situated on a
ridge running north-east south-west. The east end of the
ridge was separated from the remainder by cutting a deep
ditch and the interior was heightened to form the motte. The
motte consists of & conical mound with a basal diameter of S5l
m tapering to a flat sub-rectangular top measuring about 27 m
egast-west by 11.5 m north-south. It is 11.7 m high. There is
a semi-circular shaped hollow at the uwest end which may be
the remains of a building while there are grass covered
rectangular focundations on the east side measuring 8.5 by 4.5
M.

A triangular-shaped bailey, uwith max. dims. of 38 by 285 m
is located on the south side. The perimeter has wall
foundations, some 1.2 m wide, on the uwest, south and east.
There is a steep scarp an the east zide towards the railuay
cutting. The site was planned in 1788 by Browrigg who showed
two rectangular structures on the south side of the bailey
adjacent to the perimeter wall but no trace of these is
visible. The motte and bailey are protected on the south by
a deep ditch, 18 m wide, with an external bank 1 m high.
Brounrigg (1788, 48> describes a well at the west end of this
ditch. The external bankK may hawve functioned as part of the
borough defences. The bankK is peneirated by a roaduway, 5.4 m
wide, which leads to the site of a draubridge in the
south-eastern portion of the ditch. The two supporting piers
of the drauwbridse are present (Fl. 1lb?>. These are of rousghly
coursed limestone and stand to a height of roughly 4.5 m. The
northern pier, adjoining the bailey, is 9.1 by 3.1 m while
the southern example, which has lest some of its facing
stones, is 8.3 by 3.1 m.

There wuwas & second entrance to the bailey on the
south-west side which would appear to have been approached
beneath the draubridge along the bottom of the axternal
ditch. The west side of the motte was further protected by a
second bank and ditch cut across the 1ridge. The bank, of
crescentic plan, is almost as high as the motte but the ditch
iz shallower than the external ditch of the bailey. Brounrigs
noted tuwo ditches cut across the ridge further to the udest
but these appear to be field divisions rather than defences.
A stone wall runs north-west along the crest of the ridge
from the motte to the road. Only its foundations survive and
these are about 1.5 m wide.

4. BOROUGH DEFENCES

The medieval settlement was protected on the north-east by
the external bank of the bailey ditch. This continues
northwards as far as the road. A similapr bank is present
south-west of the motte uwhere the gutline of at least "tuo
rectangular projecting bastions can be distinguished. This



wall foundation terminatez at a distance of about 68 m from
the motte, from which a cross bank runs toc the horth-west.

5. PARISH CHURCH OF ST. DAVID

The earliest reference to the existence of a church at
Ardnurcher is in 125960 when William de Geneville is
mentioned as rector (Sueetman 1875-86, [I, No. 643). In 1408
it iz described as a mother church with several daughter
chapels including one dedicated to St. Colman (Bliss and
Tuemlow 19@4, 314, 468). In 1368 it was granted “"with its
members and chapels" to Sir Edmund Butler of Cloghrennan, Co.
Carlow (Curtis 1932-43, V¥, B65). in Bizshop Dopping's
visitation of 1682-5 the nave is described as "in bad repair
but the parishioners are mending it" (Ellison 1875, 3). He
further notes that the chancel was ruined, the windows wWwere
unalazed and the floor was of earth.

Description

The remains survive in tuwo sections, a rectangular building
{marKed "Abbey" on the 0.5. map, Fig. 2 on the graveyard
perimeter, and a masonry fragment immediately east of the
modern parish church (C of 1>. The rectangular structure has
max. dims. of 18.3 by S.2 m. and only its foundations, which
are about 25 cm high and S8 cm wide, survive, The masonry
fragment east of the church is of roughly coursed limestone
with a rubble core. It is 1.55 m high, 3.5 m long and 1.5 m
Wwide. The remains aof a window splay are present at the south
end.

Memorials

Pevton wall memorial. 17th cent. (Pl. 27

Mounted on the south wall of the church parch with
demi-effigies on the gast and uwest walls. It consists of tuo
rectangular stone tablets set within an architectural frame.
The upper tablet, a poor quality slate, is +flanked by tuo
pilasters supporting a moulded shelf. The pilasters are
decorated with rows of beaded mouldings and +the shelf
supports a tympanum FflankKed by tuwo pinnacles. The louwer

tablet is in five secticns and is flanked by both
sugar-barley and undecorated pilasters. The sugar barley
pilasters have floriated capitals with bead moulding. The

tympanum has ah open beoK incised THE BIBLE and along the
base THE HOSPITALL OF THE SOULE. The upper tablet iz carved
in low relief and carries an elaborate achievement of arms.
Heater shaped shield with dexter: sable a cross engrailed or,
in the first quarter a muillet argent, for Peyton; sinister:
ermine, three fusils conjoined in fess sable, the centre c¢he
charged with a crescent or, for Piggott. Abowve the
inscription on the lower tablet is an angel's head with two
trumpets emerging from flankKing clouds and the words THE
TRUMPET SHAL SOUND THE DEAD ARISE. Incised Roman inscription:




T

HERE LYETH THE £0DY OF GEORGE PEYTON LATE OF 8STR/
EAMESTOUNE ESQr WHO DYED MARCH THE 1S5 1888 IN THE/ 68
YEARRE OF HIS AGE BY WHOM THIS MONUMENT AND VAULT WERE/
DESINED & CONTRIVED IN HIS LIFETIME FOR Ye BURIALL PLAC/
OF HIMSELFE & HIS PIOUS & VERTUOUS KIFE M. THOMAZEN
PEYTON/ ALIAS PIGGOT ONE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF Ye HONrd Sr
ROBERT~ PIGGOT LATE OF DISART IN THE QUEENS COUNTY
KNIGHT/ WHICH MONUMENT AFTER HIS DEATH WAS MADE & ERRS
ECTED AT THE COSTS & CHARGES OF ONE OF HIS EXECUTORS THE
HOMNble ROBERT ROCHFORT ESGr SPEAKER OF THE HOUSY OF
COMMONS & HIS MAaties ATTORNY GENIL OF IRELAND.

Beneath the inscription is a sKull, crossed bones and a
Winged hourglaszs in relief., The flankKing demi-effigies are of
smoocth grey sandstone. Both have round faces and their arms
are crossed in front. The male figure has a shoulder lensth
curled wig and a full pleated coat over a shirt with small
cravat. His right hand rests over his heart and he may be
holding a small boo¥K. The female effigy has curled hair and
wears a flat head-dress with & veil falling to her shoulders.
She wears a cloaK or cape over a squatre cut bodice wuwith a
diamond shaped brooch on her bosom. She may hold a bookK in
her risht hand.
Dims: H., of wall mon. 4. W. 2.8 m

H. of Female fig. 68. W. 37 cm

H. of male fig. 72. W. 38 cm
Fuller 1984-86; Upton 1321-5.

6. 5T. BRIGID'S WELL.

In describing the attackK an Ardnurcher by the Ua Mael
Sechlainns in 1422 the Annals of Connacht note that +the
brehon Cosnamach 0g Mac Redacain “"followed the band westuwards
out of the towun to Topar Brigte" where he was Killed. Bride's
well is =still markKed on the 0.5, map about 1 Km west of
Horseleap (Fig. 2. A s=mall chapel, called Teach Brighde,
stood here in 1478 (Walsh 1857, 177.

7. HOSFITAL

This site is located some 1.5 Km north-east of the borough in
the tounland of Spittaltoun. It has been identified as the
site of the "leper hospital of Ballenoragh" (Guynhn and
Hadcock 13978, 3567 Lee 1374-3, 228).

ARCHAECLOGICAL FROBLEMS AMO POTENTTIAL

Ardnurcher is a goocd example of a deserted borough. There
is little evidence of disturbance and it is liKely that
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archaeclogical deposits are intact over a large area of the
site. The possible scuterrain indicates that there mav have
been an Early Christian settlement =site here, probably a
ringfort. In turn, this suggests that evidence may survive
regarding the transition of the site from pre-Norman to
Anglo-Norman times. The periocd of the boroush's desertion is
not Known but the documentary evidence suggests the fifteenth
century. The surviving archaeological evidence indicates that
the late twelfth and thirteenth centuries wKas a petricd of
prosperity and it is liKely to be well represented in
archaeclogical deposits.

Knowledge of the nature of the settlement in medieval
times is scant. Was it a rural borough or did it have genuine
urban functicns? Nothing is Knouwn about domestic duellings.,
street pattern or the settlement's extent. The presence of
borough defences and the Knowh stone house indicate that it
was a settlement of importance, wealthy encugh to afford
their construction.

In summary, the archaeological data indicates +that the
borougsh has been the scene of human actiwvity in Mediewal, and
possibly Early Historic, times. Historical documentation is
slight and in the future archaeolcogical excavation is 1iKely
tc be the principal means by which additional Knowkledge of
Ardnurcher 's past is obtained. The borough is not under
direct threat from development at present but its proximity
to Horseleap could mean that it will come under pressure from
housing constructors. In the immediate future, however, it is
more liKely that threats will stem from agricul tural
improvements.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of the accompanving map <(Fig. 22
delimits the area of archaeological potential within modern
Ardnurcher. This is based on the extant monuments, the motte.
church and stretches of the boroush uwall. The shaded area has
been continued outside the line of the wall for a distance of
about 1S58 m in order to allow for the presence of potential
extra-mural sites. In the abzence of archaeological
excavations nothing can be said about the depth of
archaeclogical deposits.







ATHLONE

The town sits astride the River Shannocn Jjust scuth of
L.oush Ree and is located on top of a broad ridge uhich Fforms
part -of the eiscir riada. Its name, Ath Lusin "thae ford of
Luan", indicates that the toun developed around a fording
place. The uwealth of prehistoric objects from Athlohe shous
that this ford was important from early times. By the close
of the Early Historic period it is evident that the ford had
acquired strategic importance as the main gateuway between
Leinster and Connacht. To the Anglo-MNormans Athloche was the
ahtrance to Connacht and the importance of its position is
evident from the fact that since the Middle Ages all routes
linKing the eastern provinces with the west, including the
Bubl in-Galway railway, have crossed here.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTUORICAL BACKGROUND

Prethisteoric Athlone

A large number of cobjects uere found in the course of
drainage and workKs connected with the construction of the neuw
bridge in the 1848's. Some tuenty stone axeheads indicate the
use of the site as a fording point during the Neclithic but
there is no evidence to suggest that there was any permahent
settlement here at thizs time. The presence of a portal tomb
at Mihanboy, Co. Roscommon, 4.5 Km west of the toun, houwevear,
sugsests that there was Neolithic settlement in the area.

Tha Bronze Age ic uell representad in the material from
Athlone. Its early phases are reflectad in the gocld lunulae,
stone battle-axe, copper and bronze flat axeheads, and bronze
rapiers. Gold ornaments of the Later Bronze HAge are also
present including bar torcs, penannular bracelets,
"dress-fasteners", a "tress-ring", "sleeve—-fastaener" and a
piece of “ring money". Later Bronze Age weapons and tools
from ARthlone include bronze spearheads, swords, socKeted
axeheads, a bronze shield, a socketed Knife and a zickle. The
frequency of occurrence of Bronze Age material suggests that
the site was an important and much frequented fording point,
although again there is no evidence for actual settlement on
the site.

The Iron Age material includes an iron sword of Hallstatt
tvpe, 3 bronze rings-headed pin, a bronze bowl and twoe bronze
mounts. Whether the relative scarcity of Iron Age material
reflects a decrease in the frequency of use of the Fford is
rot clear.

Early Historic Athlone
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Amonrng the artefacts of this period from Athlone are
bronze penannular brcocoches, ringed pins and harp pegs. The
first evidence for settlement is proevided by five graveslabs,
four of which wvere found in the Franciscan Friary gravevard,
dating from the mid-eighth to eleventh centuries (Fanning and
0 hEalaidhe 19882). Although there has been a suggestion that
the slabs were removed From Clonmacnois, they almost
certainly indicate a church site gn the east banK of the
Shannon at Athlone. The quality of these slabs, which include
che apparently commemorating a King of Connacht, suggest that
it was an important church. There may alsc have been an early
church site on the Connacht side of the river (5StoKes
139@8-1a, 1817 Guynn and HadcockK 1878, 118> but the evidence
i not clear cut.

The high incidence of ViKing objects from near Athlone
suggests considerable WViKing actiwity in the area. The
largest VWiking period goeld hcard Known from Eurocpe was found
in the neighbourhood of Athlgne, probably at Hare Island in
Lough Ree, ¢.1882. A number of silvapr ingots and arm-trings
found at the same time may represent & separate hoard. Both
hoards hawve been dated to the second hal¥ of the ninth or
first half of the +tenth centuries. Two richly decorated
silver armrings, of a itvpe similar to some of those found in
the Hare Island hoards and presumably of the same date, uwere
found in the river Shannon at Athlone while a Hiberno-MNorse
silver necklet of slightly different form is also Knoun from
Athlone. )

The earliest documentary reference to Athlone is to a
battle fought there betuween the men of West Mide and Connacht
in 899 (Chron. Scoct.! AFM sub annoc 834). In 398 the Annhals of
Inisfallen record that Brian Boruma went to Athlone and took
the hostages of Connacht within one uweex. By this the
anhalist appears to mean that the crossing intoe Connacht wuwas
made at Athlone. In 1881 the Annals of Ulster note that "the
causeuay of Athlone” was built by Mael Sechlainn, King of
Mide, and Cathal mac Conchobhar, King of Connacht. This wWas
apparently an isclated episode but Ffrom c.1128 until 1172
Athlone was the focus of intense activity because it formeaed
the essential bridgehead into Mide For Toirdealbhach and
Ruaidhri Ua Conchobhar, the expansionist Kings of Connacht
{Claffey 1878-1, 55). In 1128 Toirdealbach built a bridge
across the Shannon at Ath Luain and in 1129 he constructed a
castle there to defend it. Both had a troubled history in the
next forty vears and the Annals fregquently record their
destruction by the Ua Maelsechlainns of Meath and their
subsequent reconstruction by the Ua Conchobhars.

The importance of Athlone in the tuwelfth century wWas not
Just as a bridging point, houwever. In 1188 the Annals of the
Four Masters state that the house ("teach") of Ruaidhri Ua
Conchobhar at Ath Luain was raided by the Cinel Ecghain uwith
the comharba of Derry who tooK away "gold, raiment and many
couws". The implication aof this reference would appear to ba
that the King of Connacht had a residence at Athlone. In




addition to the royal house the Cluniac priory of S5 Peter
and Paul may have been present on the east bank of +the
Shannon from c.11508 (Guwynn and Hadcock 187@, 11@». This
concentration of zettlements and structures is unusual in
Early Historic Ireland and may have Fformed +the Ffocus for
cther ancillary domestic settlements,

Medieval Athlone

No details of the first artrival of the Anglo-Normans at
Athlone are praserved. The Kingdom of Mide was granted to
Hugh de Lacy in 1172 (Mills and McEnery 1916, 177> and the
process of sub-infeudation and settlement bagan soon
afterwards but it is unlikKely that any effective inrcads uwere
made as far west as Athlone For some time. The original
Anglo-Morman grantee of Athlone seems to have been Geoffrey
de Costentin who was granted a cantred in Connacht adieining
ARthlone in 1208 (Sweetman 1873-86, I, No. 137:; Orpen 189e7,
2538; Claffey 1970-1, S3). He was alsoc probably responsible
for the caonstruction of a motte at Athlone sometime betuween
1181 and 1199 <0Orpen 1911-28, 11, 123; Graham 1388, 53>.

The visit of King John to Ireland in 1210 markKks a turning
point in Athlone's development. John de Grey, Bishop of
Morwich, was appointed justiciar of Ireland as part of John's
efforts to improve the administration of the colony and he
appears to have recoghnized the strategic importance of
Athlone as the gateuway betusen the Anglo-Norman liberty of
Meath and Connacht, still effectively in Irish hands (QOrpen
1g11-28, 11, 281r Claffey 137@-1, SB8)>. De Grey appears to
have desired to establish Athlone as the Jjoint seat (with
Dublin of English administration in Ireland (Claffey 1870-1,
562 and the first step in this plan was the construction of a
new castle and bridge at Athlone in 1210. The castle was of
stone and it is pessible that the bridge bas also
stone-built. The new castle and bridge may have attracted
further settlers and references to the wvill and mills of
Athlone cccur in 12285 and 1233 (Suweetman 1875-86., I, Hos.
1261, 2zea». The preciszse date at which the settlement
achieved borough status is unkKnown but half a burgage plaot on
the west bank of the river uwas granted to St. Mary's Abbey,
Dublin, in the early thirteenth century <(Gilbert 1884, I,
224 cf. ibid. p.xxix). The importance of the settlement is
further emphasisaed by the grant of an annual eight-day fair,
to be held at the castle, by Henry I11 in 1221 (Sueetman
1875-86, I, No. 1€18). It iz noteuworthy that the evidence for
the early thirteenth century settlement refers mainly to the
west bankK of the Shannon. The earliest definite evidence for
the a settlement on the east bankKk is a reference to the "toun
of ARthlone on both sides of the water" in 1234 (35 Report
Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 37). A reference of
13@5 to "the bridge betueen "the castle and the toun"
suggests that by this date the main settlement wasz on the
east bank of the river but whether this was the casze from the
beginnings of the Anglo-Morman settlement is unclear (Mills
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1914, B3>,

Athlcone received monies to build & tcown wall in 125! and
this may indicate that its security was threatened (Sueetman
1875-868, I, No. 3159). In the 1268's the settlement was
subjected to increasing pressure from the Irish of Connacht
under Fedlimid O Conchobair and his son Aedh {(Orpen 1907,
263-78; 1811-29, 11, 245-58). This reached its high-point in
1272 when, in the wake of his wictory at Ath in Chip (C12878),
Aedh captured Athlone, burnt it and destroyed the bridge.
With the accession of Eduard 1, hcuever, greater attention
was paid to strengthening the Anglo~Nerman colony and large
sums of money were spent on improving the castle defences of
Athlone betuween 1273 and 1279 (Orpen 1867, 27@-1; Claffey
1970-1, 371. An indication +that the +town was stijll an
important seat of English administration comes from a
petition of 1283 uhich notes that on the death of Stephen de
Foleburne, justiciar of lreland, many important documents of
the administration were Kept in Athlone castle (Suweetman
18¥5-86, II1, Mo. S98, p.253).

The town continued to experience further difficulties in
the late thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. In 1298 +the
Iricsh again attackKed Athlone at a time when the bridge was in
a state of collapse ( Sueetman 1875-86, p.273! Orpen 1911-20.,
111, 32-4>, In 1385 the threat of attack from the O'Farrells
of Annally in Longford was sufficient for the Jjusticiar to
arder that a galley "of at least 32 ocars" be stationed in
L.ough Ree 1o protect the castles of Athlone and Rindount
(Mills 1814, 64>, In 1313, durins the upheavals precipitating
the Bruce invasion, the +toun was burned by Ruaidri a
Conchobair who assumed the Kingship of Connhacht later in that
vear. Thereafter +the Englizh administration gave up the
attempt to enforce its authority in Connacht and Athlone
increasingly became an isalated outpost on the wuwestern
frontier of +the colony (Claffey 1a7e-1, 3582. Far the
remainder of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuroas
documentary information on Athlone is scarce suggesting that
the town fell into decline or was, as Claffey (1378-1, 359
suggests, in Irish hands. Indeed in 1327 the roval grant of
alms to the friars of Athlche was transferred to Cashel
because Athlone was occuried by Irish friars {(Guynn and
Hadcock 1378, 243). The pavmant of a salary toc the constables
of Athlone castle is recorded up until 133994 (Claffey ig7e-1,
33 and it is worth noting that one of +these, Thomas
Ocathisse, clearly of Irish extraction, is recorded as having
recovered the castle from the Irish in 13831 (Tresham 1828,
118 no. 17>. DBuring tha late fourteenth and +Fifteenth
centuries the castle was fregquently held by the Irish. In
1443 it uwas captured by Muirchertach O Cellaig and retaken by
James Dillon and William Boy Dillon (A.Conn.2. In 1455 it wuas
"taken from the English" (AFM) and in 1438 it was again
captured by the Dillons (AFM). A letter of 15337 from the
King's council to Thomas CromwWwell notes that Athlone castle
had bean recently recovered from the Irish who had held it
for many vears (Eal Careuw Mss 1515-74, 124>,
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Post-Medieval Athlone

Athlone castle and the dissolved Priory of 58 Peter &
Paul seem to have been held by the Vice-Treasurers of Ireland
from their recovery in 1537 until 1569 when the castle and
estate were assigned to the newly established Presidency of
Connacht which was toc be based at Athlone (Murtagh 18980, 91).
The return of an official presence gradually encouraged a
revival in the town's fortunes. In 15686-7 a new bridge wWwas
built but despite a3 letter of 1367 which claimed that all
Connacht had been tamed by the building of +the bridge <(Cal
State Papers Ireland 15839-V3, 348> Athlone's troubles wuwere
net over., In 1372 the toun was burned "wholly to the ground"
by James FitzMaurice FitzGerald and the sons of the earl of
Clanricard with a force of Scots mercenaries (LCal. State
Papers Ireland 15@89-73, 477: Muitash 188@a, 91>. In the
following vear it was burned again this time by the O'Mocores
and O0'Connors £Cal State Papers Ireland 1589-73, S2801:. These
burnings indicate that the deferces of Athlone Were deficient
and probably in a state of disrepair {fMurtagh 198, 391> bu+t
various proposals to build new defences in the final quarter
of the sixteenth century came to nothing (Murtagh 1988,
g2-92. Mevertheless the late sixteenth century saw the
expansion of effective English control aover most of Connacht
and this brought considerable stability and prosperity to
Athlone which is emphasised in the granting of a charter of
incorporation to the touwn by Elizabeth I in 1589 (17 Rep
Deputy Keeper Public FRecords Ireland 188, no. 63182 StoKes
1gge-1b, 208-1> and confirmed in a charter of James I in 1686
(Cal State Papers Ireland 1SA6-8, 457 Stokes 1839B-1ibk, 283).

In 1619 James I granted to +the protestant +tounsmen of
Athlone their own estates in fae farm together with 42 acres
oh the Wesimeath side belonging to +the castle "with  the
condition of building every one his house after the Enslish
mahner and to inclose the toun with a substantial wall" <(Cal
State Papers Ireland 1515-25, 4377 Stokes 188a-1i1, 1832:;
Murtagh 1888, 94>, A similar provision uwas made for the
Connacht side in 1822 <Cal State Papers Ireland 1615-25,
3351). This scheme seems to have resulted in the construction
of substantixl stone houses over much of Athlone (StoKes
188@-~-1a, 1837 18928~-1ib, 2872 somg examples of which survive to
this day. The walling of +the Leinster side of the toun
appears to have been completed by 1638 (Murtagh 1988, 95>.

The town was captured by +the Cromuwellians in 1651
(Murtagh 198@, 895-8) and this appears to have been follouwed
bky an infusion of new settlers who brought new commercial
vitality to the toun as mitnessed by the number of trader's
toKens issued in Athlone betuween 1834 and 1868 (StoKes
188e-1b, 288). The fortifications on both sides of the toun
were strengthened between 1651 and 1654 (Murtagh 193@, 86-3)
but these were unable to withstand the 169! siege by GinkKel's
army when extensive damagse was done to both castle and touwn
(Langrishe 18898-1b:; Murtagh 1372-3).
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. STREETS ahD STREET PATTERN
2. UOOMESTIC HOUSES

3. MARKET PLACES

4. THE BRIBGE

9. QUAYS

6. THE CASTLE

7. TOWN DEFENCES

8. ST. MARY'S PARISH CHURCH
8. FRANCISCAN FRIARY

1@, CLUNIARC PRIORY OF §5. PETER & PARUL
11. HOSPITAL

12, MISCELLANEQUS

13. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

The touwun is bisected by the river Shannen and the street
pattern of the touwn on the east bank differs from that on the
west (Figs 2-4). The plan of the east side was eszentially
linear +focussed on Church Street., This street broadens
towards the mest to form a triangular markKet-place (Custume
Place? in which the Tholsel stood. At this point the street
divides, northuwards to the North Gate, south along Bridge
Street to the site of the cld bridge, and west to the present
bridge. Preaching Lane and Court Devenish, on the north side
of Church Sireet, are zhoun in the Phillips map of 1685 (FPl.
2) and are alsoc old streets. Irishtown, stretching eastuwards
cutside the uwalls, formed a linear suburb.

The west touwn was dominated by the castle and its plan
was less regular consisting of twWo east-west streets and one
running north-south. The castle lay to the north of the old
bridge and its route wWas continued westuwards via Main Street
and High Street. Further north MarkKet Place and King Streeat
formed the other east-west route, while Castle Street is the
only remnant of a longer street which accerding to Phillips'
1685 map (Pl. 32 continued along part of the site occupied by
the modern Catholic Church.

2. DOMESTIC HOUSES

MNo medieval houses survive in Athlone and nothing is
Knoun of domestic housing in the toun before the seventeenth
century. A considerable amount of house construction seems to
have occurred about 1628 as a result of Wilmot's scheme
whereby protestants were granted lands in fithlone on
condition of building stone houses "after the English manner”
(Cal. State Papers Ireland 168135-25, 4372). Tuso Athlone houses
are Knoun from this date, Court DPevenish, built <c. 1628
(StoKes 1838-1ib, 287J, and "Ginkel's House®", built ih 16286
and demolished in 1839 <(English 1972-3, 185-9). Stokes
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{1 1888-1ta, 1837 1898-1b, 287> suggested that many of the
buildings in Custume Place {(then Victoria Place), Bridge
Street and Church Street as far as MardyKe Street may be of
seventeenth century date and this is supported by a number of
seventeenth century heraldic plaques Known from houses in
this area. Piers (1981, 87>, writing in 1682, described the
Leinster side of Athlone as

"*fairly built as to outuward appearance, most houses
boasting of their neatly heun coyns and arches’? but most
espaecially the curious workmanship of the funnels of
their chimnies".

The surwviving seventeenth century remains are located on the
Westmeath side and this is largely due to the destruction of
the Ccnnacht side by Ginkel in the siege of 1691. Further
destruction was caused in 1897 by an ealectric storm which
destroved at least sixty-four houses (English 1378-1t, 88-9),

Houses on the East side

The fate of "GinKel's House", demolished in 1833, is
indicative of what has happened to most of Athlione's
seventeenth century housing. It is l1ikKely ., houwever, that old
stonework survives behind some Church Street facades and many
aof the houses on this street have substantial basements built
of coursed masonry although no dateable featurez could be
identified,.

Court Devenish (Fig. 57 Pl. 4a)

Built c.1628 this house was the scene of an engagement in
1648 dur ing the Confederate wars {SteckKes 138908-1b, 2R87). Its
architectural merit was sufficiently cutstanding in ieg2 +to
merit special mention by Piers (1881, 872

"one house byilt bacKward from the street by one
Devenish exceeded all the rest for politeness of
architecture! but this beauty was.all without doors, for
within they were ill shapen and ill contrived®.

Situated in +the grounds of the modern Court Devenish
immediately inside the north uwall of the toun’ access is via
Preaching (or Lucas) Lane. The sguth facade survives together
with parts of the east and uwest returns. The +fabric is in
pootr condition, overgroun and in need of repair; thare iz an
earthen build-up of about 1 m over the ground floor and
mocdern lean-to structures have been built in the interior.
Some windows are missing transoms or mullions and the first
floor west window is partially blocKed with bricks. Seven
Window jambs are streun on the ground around the building.
The structure appears to have suffered heavily in GinKel's
1691 siege and many of its stones have beaen used in the walls
and rocKery of the present sarden and it is likKely that +they



-3 -

were re-used in constructing the modern dwelling also.

The house was three storeved and built of evenly coursed
mixed masonry with dressed quoins and Jjambs. Most of the
quoins are missing but the surviving examples have horizontal
and vertical toocling. The windows, of tuwo or three 1lights,
are rectangular, mullioned and transomed with external hood
moulding? all splay internally and have a flat rear arch. The
window Jjambs are grocved for glass and have bar-holes.

The house was originally of H or half-H plan. The main
entrance was centrally placed in the scuth wall; its jambs
are now missing. There are the remains of a window in the
section west of the door but ctherwise the external ground
level i=s quite plain. Internally there are two wall cupbosards
in the east and west sections. On the first floor there is a
fine triple light above the door. The east section has tuoc
surviving windows and the jamb of a third, an arrangement
which seems to have been repeated on the uwest side. The first
floor arrangement of the east side is duplicated on the
secaond floor. There may have been similar #indows in the wWwest
section but it has been considerably altered. Tuwo inscribed
pieces of graffiti record early wvisitors: J.P. WITFORD
1857-63 (on the chamfer of the south-west window on the first
floor>, and 1737 A.0D. R.H {on a stonhe east of the entrance?.

"GinkKel 's House". 1626.

The association of this building with the Williamite genearal
GinkKel appears to be no older than 183@ and the original
occupant for uwhom it was built is unkKnown (English 1872-3,
185>, It stood in Custume Place at the north-west end of
Church Street on -the site of the present Genca Cafe until its
demolition in 1833. FPhotographs prior to its demolitian
survive from uhich it is possible to reconstruct soma of its
features {Ensglish 1872-3, pls. 11~12). The house was three
storeved and appears to have had a cellar or undercroft also.
It was entered through a round arched door, approached from
the street via a short flight of steps. The door had an
external hood moulding with the date 1828 in false relief set
into the spandrels. The moulded jambs ended in & chamfered
stop decorated with & fleur-de-lis topped hour-glasszs motif.
The building appears to have survived largely intact until
c.1858 when it received extensive alterations including a heu
roocf. Stokes (18398-1a, 183) recorded that prior to these
alterations it had a circulatr window in the shop front and a
steeply pitched roof with sKy-light windcous.

House Plaques
Four armorial plaques which presumably decorated house

fronts are Knouwh. Only MNo. 1 surviwves in situ? 2-3 are in
Athlone Museum and No. 4 iz Known from manuscript sources.
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The Wilmot Plagque. 17th cent.

Rectangular. On the rear first flocr of the present Saxone
Shoe Shop, Church Street. Access is vwia Preaching Lane and
the plaque is located owver the roof of the sheds built on +to
the second house ~east of the lane. Decorated with an
achievement of arms in relief. Heater-shaped shield with a
mantling consisting of a torn and folded parchment decorated
with rosettes. Three eagles heads couped and three scallops
per fess. The arms may be those of Charles Wilmst, Lord
Fresident of Connacht (1618-23) or Haenry Wilmot, Commissioner
of the Presidency of Connacht (1844),

Dims., H.820 W.60 cm.

2. John Waple. 1821 (Pl. 4b>D.

Rectangular blocK of limestone +Ffrom Church St. Carved in
false relief with a heater shaped shield and an inscription
in Reman lettering. The shield has two bends and three cross
crosslets per fass:? the date 1621 is incised below.
Inscription: ERCTED BY IOHN/ WAPLE MARCHANT.

Dims: H.41 W.37 T.i2 cm.

3. Unidentified Heraldic Plagque. 17th cent.

Rectangular limestone plaque with heater-shaped shield and
mantling similar to0 t above. Removed <from Hegan's on the
south side of Church 3St. Engrailed shield with a bend
sinister and a lion rampant overall. The family have nhot been
identified but it could be either Gray, Lloyd, Price or Grace
({May 19689, 4B)>.

Dims. M.58@ W.46 T.16 cm.

4, DRillen plaque. 717th cent.
A stone mural tablet carrving the Dillon arms is mentioned in
the Burgess Papers (English 1874-5, 256).

Houses on the lWlest side

A number of long burgage plots survive on the south-east
side of Main Street. Sean’'s Bar, 13 Main 8St., has thick
walls? it is tuwe storeved with an additiconal third storey in
bricKk and a late medieval stone built fireplace from a house
on an island in Lough Ree. Preserved on the premises is a
section of wattle partition removed from a first floor wall?
this could be of seventeenth century date but it is not
securely dated ¢0'Sull ivan 1974-35, 232-3>. Other houses in
this street appear to have been similarly constructed. The
houses in Q0’'Connell 3St., houever, are different in stvle and
have basements below ground level 1ikKe those in Church St.

3. MARKET PLACES

The touwn appears %o have had tuc, one on either side of
the river. Regarding the west side it is Known that the right
to hold a fair at the castle was granted in 1221, while a
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grant of 1623 mentions the "markKet place” on this side (Irish
Record Comm, 1838, 538). In recent times the market place uwas
immediately outside the castle to the north-west but this
site may date to the construction of the new bridge in the
1848's. The original markKet-place uwas praobably adjacent +to
the castle in Main Street, near the ocld bridge (see Jrl. 0ld
Athlone Scc. 1 £19689-75), 2891,

On the Leinster =zide, the area of the junction of Bridsge
Street, Church Street and MNorthgate Street has been used as a
market place since at least the late sixteenth century. In
1987 John Rawson was leased "the market place of Athlone” on
condition of building a timber markKet-house (168 Rep Deputy
Keeper Public Records Ireland p.13 no.4841; Cal. State Papers
Ireland 1386-88, 438). This was the predecessor of the
tholsel whose construction was ordered in Athlone's charter
of 1686 (Cal State FPapers Ireland 1686-8, 45). The first
stone tholsel was built in 1783 (0'Brien 1972-3, 188,
ficcording to Langrishe (1898-1a, 277} Church Street wuwas
formerly Knoun as Leinster MarkKet Street.

4. THE BRIDGE

The bridging point is undoubtedly the feature +to which
Athlone cues its origins and it is clear from the large
numbers of prehistoric obijects that it Was an impoertant Fford
from early times. The earliest reference toc a structure
across river is in 1008/1881 when Mael Sechlnaill, King of
Mide, and Cathal Ua Coanchobhar, King of Connacht, built a
"tochur®, perhaps zome sort of causeway rather than a bridge
(Al>. The political ambitions of Toirdealbach Ua Conchoabhar,
King of Connacht (1114-568), gave the ford added importance in
the tuelfth century and control of the ford became the means
of Keeping Mide and the midlands in check (Ryvamn 13866).

Twelfth Century Bridges

At least six were built in the years betuween 1128 and
11889, The first of these, built in 1128 by Toirdealbach Ua
Conchobhar was destroved in 1125 (AFM! Maclarthy's BooK>. The
second bridge was built in 1129 together with & protecting
castle, Thwo wvears later the castle was struck by lightning
and destroved (A. Clon.? and it seems likely that the bridge
was alsc burnt because A. Clon. record the construction of
ancther (the third) bridge by Toirdealbhach in 1132. In 1133
both bridge and castle uwere destroved by Murchad Ua Mael
Sechlainn, King of Mide, and Tigernan Ua Ruairc, King of
Breiffne (AFM)., A fourth bridge, termed a "cliathdroichet" by
AFM was built in 1149 and lasted until 1153 when it was
destroved by by Mael Sechlainn Ua Mael Sechlainn, King of
Mide (AFM). This was replaced by a neuw bridge (the Ffifth?
constructed in 1153 but destroved in the zame vear (AFM). A
sixth bridge was constructed in 11589 by Toirdealbhach's =zon
Ruaidri but it was destroved in 1162 (A. Clon.). Subsequently
there is no record of the building of a bridge until the




- 30 -

coming of the MNormans.

The tuelfth century bridges from Athlone are among the
earliest recorded from this country and it would be
interesting to Know their form and the nature of their
construction. Unfortunately, it is difficult to assess the

implication of the change in terminolcgy From "tochur" in
1908 tc "droichet” after 1120, and “cliathdroichet™ in 1140.
"Cliathdrocichet® is usually translated "WicKer - or

wattle-bridge” and this might suggest 1little more than a
causeunway across the river. Hennessy (Chron. Scot. 342 n.l)
ascribes the alternative meaning of "beam” +to "cliath"® and
implies that Toirdealbach Ua Conchubhair erected a true
bridge over the river. This translation, houwever, is not
recorded in the R.!.A. Dictionary of the Irish Language. In a
reference to a battle fought in 1146, A. Tig. records that
the "cliath" {?beam) of the bridge of Athlone collapsed under
the Connhacht army and resulted in the drouwning of many men.
Whatever the precise meaning of "cliath" such a catastrophe
suggests the existence of a true bridge rather than a
causeway.

The Anglo-Morman Bridge

In 1218 a bridge was built by John de Gray, the
justiciar, at the same time as the castle (ALCs A. Clon.
£.a.1208-9>, WorkK is again recorded at the bridge in 1232-4
and masonry workK wWas suspended on the ward of Rindoun castle
in 1232 in order to permit the completion of +the bridge at
Athlone (Sweetman 1875-885, I, No. 28437 see 33 Rep. Deputy
Keeper Public Records Ireland, 372. Whether +this HorK
invoclved the completion of De Gray's bridge, begun tuenty
vears earlier, or the construction of a new bridge is unclear
but the deflection of masons from Rindown to Athlone suggests
that the bridge was of stone. A stone bridge is specifically
referred to in the acounts of +the Jjusticiar, Geoffrey de
Geneville, for 1274-5 (36 Report Deputy Keeper Fublic Records
Ireland, 412 but again it is unclear whether this represents
the rebuilding of the old bridge destroved by Aed o
Conchobair in 12872 or its replacement by an entirely new ohe.
By 1385 the bridge was again in need of repair (Mills 1914,
65} and in 1306 Richard de Exeter, constable of Roscommon
castle, received pavment for "makKing a bridge at Athlone with
a gate at the end thereof", presumably the uWestern end (38
Rep Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 183). This is the
last record of tha Bnglo-Morman bridge and its subsequent
fate is unkKnouwn.

Sidney 's Bridge 1568-7

In 1366 the Lord Derputy, Sir Henry Sidney, ordered a new
stone bridge to be built <(ALC: Ulster Jrl. Archaeocl. 3
(18552, 41> and although it sufferred much at the hands of
both sides in the siages of 1830~} it surwvived until 1844
when the present bridge was constructed (Joly 1881). Piers
(1981, 85-68), writing in 1882, described it as

"a very strong, high raised and well-built bridge, in



the middle whereof stands a fair monument with some
figures well cut in marble, together with Queern
Elizabeth’'s scutchean of arms and some inscriptions
declaring the time and the founders of the building".

He alsoc noted the presence aof a "great draubridge" at the
western end of the bridge, and several undershaft mills at
each end. The presence of mills, noted by Joly (1881, 78-9)
in the nineteenth century, dates to at least 1578 when Edmund
O'Fallone of Athlone was leazed two watermills which he
himself had built on the bridge (13 Rep Deputy Keerper Public
Records Ireland, 239). According to Joly (1881, 18> the bridge
had nine arches and was 360 feet in length with a maximum of
14 feet in width (cf. Pl. 5.

Sidnhey 's bridge stood about 58 m downstream of the modern
bridge just south of the castle, linking Bridge Street on the
east with Main Street on the west. It is perhaps a reasohable
assumption that the twelfth century bridges occupied this
site also but this remains to be definitely established.

The bridge was ornamented with a series of plaques uhich
were removed prior to its demolition in 1844 and are now
preserved in the National Museum of Ireland. In all thirteen
plaques survive, eleven of which relate to the building of
the bridge and the remaining two toc its repair in the 128th
century, It is difficult now to place them in their original
setting but the first three were probably on top (see Joly
1881).

1. Rectangular. A demi-figure holds a plaque with the letters
E.R. and a crouwn surrounded by scroll-ucrKk and Khnots in
relief. It is slighliy damaged and the head of the figure Iis
missing.

Dime: H.23 W.26 .29 cm

2. Rectangular stone with a Tudor rose, an ivy spray <(Pl.
Bb>. Inscribed in false relief:

GEVE TO CESAR THAI W IS CESARS AND TO GOD/ THAT WHICHE
IS GOIsS MAT 22.

Dims: H.21 W.B81 0.18 cm

2. Three stone fragments. Incised inscription: GOD SAVE x%
QKEN ELIZAB? the ornament after SAVE is & Tudor rose.
Dims: H.21 W. 136 D.Z8 <m.

4. Worn rectangular panel with a bearded man uearing a lonsg
fur-trimmed mantle over & tunic. His right hand holds &
?pleated purse which may be suspended from his neck and his
left hand is outstretched holding an animal which looks 1iKe
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a badger but has been described as a rat (Joly 1881, 62-3>.
It has a very worn inscription: E R/ PETRVS/ LEWYS.
Dims: H.E7 W.49 cm

S. Rectangular. Carved in high relief with a male demi-figure
in a narrow waisted armour of lames with cowters at +the
elbouws. He holds a sword in an upright position in his right
hand and his left hand rests on his wmaist and touches the
garter which is worn Knotted ocver his left shoulder. The head
iz missing. Below the figure iz a small grotesque head with
leavy swags protruding from his ears and held doun by chains.
On his left side there is a coat of arms surrounded by the
garter with the legend HOMNMI SOIT QUI MAL Y PENMNSE. The end of
the garter rests aon a parchment with an ivy spray and the
metto INVWI DIA . NOTI/ OB.

Dims: H.862 W.868 cm.

B. The main inscription. Carried on six stones (4 panels?} in
relief. There are commas betuWeen words ahd some letters are
canjoined.

THIS BRYGE OF ATHLONE FROM THE MAINE, EARTH WNDER THE
WATER WAS ERECTED AMD MA, DE THE NINTH YEARRE OF THE
RAIGN OF OVR MO/ ST DERE SOVERAIGNE LADIE ELIZABETH BY
THE GRACE OF GOD GVENE OF ENGLAND FRAVNCE &/ IRELAND
DEFNDER OF THE FARITHET & 8Y HE DEVICE AND OR/ DER OF SIR
HEMNRY SIDNEY KNIGHT OF HE MOSTE NOBIL ORDEr THE 20 DAIE
OF IVLIE THEN REINGE OF THE AYGE QF 38/ YERE L PRESIDENT
OF THE CO¥NSEL IM WALLS AND MA RCHIS OF THE SAME AND L
DEFPVTIE GENERAL OF THIS HIRS MAIESTIS REALM IR AND
FINSHED IN LES THEN ONE YEAR Bl THE GOOD INDYSTRI AND
DIILIGENS OF SIR PETIR LEWYS, CLERKE CHANTOR CATHEDRAL
CHVYRCH OF CHRIST., CHVRCH IN DVBLIN AND STEWARD TO THE
SAID L DE/ PYTIE IN We YEARE WAS BEGONE AND FINESHED THE
FAls RE NEWE WOVYRKE IN THE CASTHEL OF DWVBLIN BESIDIS/
MANY OTHER NOTABLE WORKIS DONE IN SODRI 0 THER PLACIS
IN HIS REARLME ALSO THE ARCHE REBEL./ (SHXANE 0 MEYL OVER
THROVEN HIS HEAD SET ON THE. GATE OF THE SAID CASTEL
COYNO AND LIVRY ABOLESHED., AND THE HOLE REALME BROYGHT
INTO SVYCHE OBEDIENCE TO0O HIR MAISTIE AS THE LIKE
TRANGVILITIE PEACE AND ...

Dims: a+b) H.4€ W.118
c+d?) H.38 W.117
et+f) H.38.5 W.118 cm.

7. Ractangular plagque decorated in false relief with a man
wearing late 16th century armour and a dog. The figure holds
a ?ceremonial axe in the left hand an arrow in the right’ his
suword is suspended from a belt behind his back. The name
ROBARTS.” DAMPORT iz in false relief and AN OWER/ SEER OF THY/
S WORKYS' it incised belouw.

Dims: H.52 WS4 cm
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8. Rectangular plaque with a shield in relief on which there
is a porcupine, said to be the crest of Henry Sidney <(Joly
1881, 237>, surrounded by the garter and the words HONI SOIT
QUI MAL ¥ PENSE. The initials H S are on either side belou.
Dims. H.B9 W.49 cm.

9. Rectangular plagque set with No. 18 in an elaborate
surround decorated with renaissance style palmettes and
foliage in false relief., Heater cshaped shield with Henry
Sidnev's achievement of arms. It has elaborate mantling and
the garter inscribed as No. 8., The letters H S occur below
the cshield. The shield is quartered with a pheon or broad
artrow in the 1=t and 4th and a lign rampant with bars in the
2nd and 3rd.

Dims: H. 87 W.84 cm.

12, Plaque with the arms of England on & heater shaped
shield: three lions statant guardant and three fleur-de-lis
in false relief (Pl. 7a?). Above the shield on the chamfer are
the incised words QY0 ME FATA VYICANT and on the plagque a
crouwn and the letters E. E. This may be the plaque removed to
the bridge from the North Gate {see below?.

Dims: H. 95 W.81 cm

11. Rectangular plaque with a heater shaped shield and garter
with HONI SOIT QUI MAL Y PENSE. The centre of the shield has
a ragged staff set diagonally which is considered to be the
arms of Thomas Radcliff, Earl of Essex (Joly 1881, 45-86).
Dimz: H.84 .44 cm

12. Rectangular panel with a tocled surface and a male figure
in relief. He wears a long goun, loosely belted at the uwWaist
over a shirt with sleeves caught into a tight +fitting
wrist-band. He has & short square cravat and the sleeves of
the outer garment are wide and pleated at the shoulders. His
left hand is on his chest and +the right ocutstretched hand
holds a z2mall animal on & tuisted rope. At his feet there is
an incised inscription:

PETRO LEWYS, CLERICO DOMUS MR @ DISPENSA, HUJUS OPIS Ps/
SICLE.

This stone may belong to the 1730 rebuilding of the bridge.
Dims: H. 75 W. S0 cm

12, Rectangular slab recording the rebuilding of the bridge
in the first hal¥ of +the 18th centurvy. Incised Roman
inscription:

IN THE 4TH YEAR OF Ye REIGIN OF OUR/ S0OYr LORD KING
GEORGE Ye 2d 1738/ THIS PART OF Ye BRIDGE BEING 4 ARCHES
IN/ Ye CENTER WAS YNOERTAKEN & REBVYILT BY., BENJAMIN
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PRICES .T Ye EXPENCE OF Ye RIGHT HONble LARY. KATHERINE
JOMES & Ye CORPORATION OF ATHLONE THE HONble COLL RICHd
St GEORGE. SOVEREIGIN/ & Ye WORK WAS COMPLEATED Ye YEAR
FOLLOWING WILLm HANDCOCK ES@i SOVEIrrs GUSTs HANDCOCK
ES@r SUPERVIZEr/ Mr I10HN PLUMER & Mr EDWIIN THOMAS,
OVERSEERS.

Oims: H. B8 W. 98 cm.

Other stones from the Bridge

19. A fragment which probably beloengs to the 18th century
bridge is inserted intoc the porch wall of St Mary's (C of I2.
It has an incised line shouwing +the border betuween County
Westmeath and County Roscommom.

15. Athlone Museum. Rectangular sandstoneplaque. Two corners
are brokKen but the achievment of arms i high relief is
complete. The mantling is elaberate with helm and wvery tall
feathered cap of maintenance. The shield has a cross with a
lion rampant in the first quarter and a hand in the second.
Incised motte partly damaged ...VENI REDEQ. Lightly incised
inscription on the upper corners?t

BUILT BY THE RIGHT WORSH..., SIR THOMAS BOVRKE KNIGHT/
1€33. -

Mr Thomas Walker informed us that +this plaque was removed
from the bridge by his father.
Dims, H.596 W. 73 0.18 cm.

5. QUAYS

Mo direct references are Known to quavs in medieval
Athlone but their presence in the late sixteenth century can
be deduced from the placing of salleys here, under the
command of a water bailiff, in order to patrocl the Shannon
(Murtagh 1978, S52-4). A galley was placed on Lough Ree in
1385 but it is not clear whether it was based at Athlone or
Rindoun, where the remains of the medieval quay can still be
seen {Mills 1814, 64). The office of water bailiff was
established in 157! and on the appointment of Sir Edward
Waterhouse in 157! it was specifically stated that his
headquarters were to be in Athlone (Murtagh 1978, 52-3).
Initially there were to be tuwo salleys but in 1588 +this wuas
increased to four. References to other vessels at Athlone
until 1615 are listed by PMurtagh (1378, 542,

The presence of these boats presumably demanded the
construction of suitable quavs, if none already existed. The
locations of these quays is uncertain but a request made in
1591 by Sir Richard Bingham for the return of half the "baun”®
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of Athlaone where Waterhouse had Kept his boats:; this may
indicate that the guavs were in the vicinity of the castle,
perhaps on the =ite of the present quay (Murtagh 19860, 893>.

6. THE CASTLE

The Pre-Norman Castle

AY and ALC record that Toirdealbach Ua Conchobhar built a
castle at Ath Luain in 1i29. It was burnt after being stiruck
by lightning in 1131 (A. Clon.? but it uWwas obviously rebuilt
soon afterwards because its destruction by iMurchad Ua {Mael
Sachlainn and Tigernan Ua Ruairc is recorded ¢.1133-49 C(AFM
sub 11337 MacCarthy's Book sub 11352. The destruction of the
fortress of Athlone is also recorded in 1153 <(AFM), 1155
CAFM) and 1182 {A. Clon.?> in each «case by the Ua Mael
Sechlainns of Mide. It would appear from this that the fort
was rebuilt on a number of occcasions although this has not
been specifically recorded by the annalists.

The terminology used to dascribe the fort varies!
"caislen” and "caistel" in 1123, "dun" in 1134, "daingin® in
11537 "longphort" in 1155. It is not clear, houwever, whethar
these terms reflect different +tvpes of structure or not.
Indeed the nature of this fort can hardly be guessed at.
Claffey (1870-1, 35 n.l1) notes that Athlone is one of seven
tuelfth century pre-bNMorman castles mentioned in +the Annals
but nothing is Knewn of the architecture of these castles and
it may not be safe to assume that they waere ringfort-type
structures. The burning of +the fort in 1131, houever,
suggests that it was of timber rather than stone. Furthermore
the exact lecation of the Fort is unkKnouwn. It may have
cccupied the site of the present castle but Claffey «13780-1,
S3) has suggested that the fort may have been on the east

bank of the Shannon and has cited the placename "The Bawn"
(from Ir. "bo-dhun") in the eastern part of the modern toun
as & possible survival from the twelfth century fort. This

placename, however, is more likKely te¢ be derived from the
seventeanth century cutuocrk which protected the Dublin Gate.
Whatever its form and location it is evident that +the Ffort
was an important sitructure and the reference to the raid on
the house of Ruaidri Ua Conchobhar in 1168 suggests that the
fort may alsoc have functioned as a roval residence.

The First Anglo-Norman Castle

It is generally acceptd +that the initial Anglo-~-Norman
fortification was a motte, fFrobably built by Geoffrey de
Costentin (Orpen 1911-20, 11, 129! Graham 198@, 53). In 1192
ALC record "a depredation .... committed om the foreigners by
Cathal Crobhders who burned the bodhun of Ath". Ath was
identified by Hennessy as Ath Luain and thiz event has
consequently been regarded as indicating the latest date for
the construction of a motte at Athlone {(Orpen 1307, 2592
Graham 198€, 53). Graham ¢ 1988, S52-3) suggests that Athlone



formed a part of the final uwestern frontier of the Liberty of
Maath, a frontier which also included the mottes of Granard,
Kilbixy and Rathconrath. The construction dates of the latter
two mottes, in 1132 and 1181 respectively, dates the
formation of this frontier in his view. Accordingly a date
betueen 1191 and 1199 could be proposed for the constructian
of the Athlone motte. Elaffey (1978~1, S35 has suggestaed that
de Costentin may not have built a motte but merely reused the
Ua Conchobhar fort. This suggestion finds some support in the
ALC referaence to the building of & castle "instead of Ua
Conchobhar's castle” in 1218. Even if the survival of the Ua
Conchobhar castle until 12180 uwere accepted, houwever, this
does nat exclude the construction of a motte because mottes
were frequently built on top of ringforts and other
pre-existing settlements (Graham 139860, S51). Claffey (1976-1,
957 further suggests that de Costentin's settlement was sited
on the east bank of the Shannon but Orpen {1987, 263-4) uas
of the opinion that the original motte uwas built, and could
5till be detected, an the site of the present castle.

The Anglo-MNorman Stone Castle

The present structure traces its foundation to Bishop
John de Gray., Jjusticiar of Ireland, who commenced a stone
castle in 121@ ¢(ALE? A.Clon. sub 1288-8). In 1211 a stone
towar (?Keep? collapsed Killing Richard de Tuit and eight
cthers (Gilbert 1884, ii, 232, 272> and Crpen (18807, 262-3)
has suggested that this disaster might have resulted from the
construction of a Keap on top of a motte which had not
settlad sufficiently to hold the weight. The castle wasz built
on land obtazined <from the priory of S8 Peter and Paul
situated to the south (Sweetman 1875-86, i, Nes. 58O7, 633,
22891.

Work on the castle is sporadically recorded during the
thirteenth century, in 1232-94 (35 Rep Deputy Keeper Fublic
Records Ireland, 372> and 1251 {Suweetman 1875-886, i, Mo.
3188). In 1273-4 the justiciar, Geoffrey de Geneville, spent
cver £350@0 on various projects including "raepairs of the
castle and houses of Athlon® (36 Rep Deputy Keeper Public
Recaords ireland, 4@). In 1276-7 Robert d'Uffard, the
succeeding Justiciar, spent £2136 on fortifications and
buildings at the castles of Rindoun and Athlone (38 Rep
Oeputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 397 Skweetman 1875-86,
ii, p.267) and a further £32P0 in 1278-89 on work at
Roscommon , Rindoun and Athlone castles ¢ 36 Rep Deputy Keeper
Publ ic Records Ireland, 48). It is likKely that much of +the
surviving medieval fabric of the castle, particularly the
river uwall with its three-quarter-rcecund towers at each angle
dates to this period (Orpen 1987, 27V1i; Claffey 1ave-1, S7:
Leask 19351, 42). Parts of the castle had fallen into neglect
by 1385 and repairs were carried cut in 1306 by Richard de
Exeter, constable of Roscommon castle (38 Rep Deputy Keeper
Publ ic Records ireland, 1a3y. The Annals of 5St. Mary's,
Dublin, note the burning of the castle and touwn by Ruaidri O
Conchobhar in 1315 but Orpen 1987V, 272>, using the Irish
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annals, has suggested that the castle was not captured at
this time. Little is Known of +the castle in - the later
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries although it is clear that
it was freguently in Irish hands until recowvered by the Crown
in 1337 (Cal. Carew Ms=s. 1513-74, (24). Thereafter the castle
remained in English hands serving as the residence of the
Presidents of Connacht after 1568 (Murtaagh 1988, 81).
ficcording toc Piers (1981, 88) +the president's appartments
were in the east wing overlookKing the river. These uere
largely destroved in the 16881 siege when the castle sufferred
considerable damage as a result of bombardment by GinkKel's
artillery (Murtagh 1972-3, 176). These appartments are shouwn
by Thomas Phillips in a drawing of 18835 (Fl. S) and have been
attributed to Sir William Robinson the architect of the Royal
Mospital at Kilmainham, Dublin (Loeber 1881a, 96). The castle
appears to have remained ruined until the 1780's when the
possibil ity of French invasion drew the attention of the
British authorities toc the defence of Athlone. The castle was
considerably rebuilt follcecwing a survey by Lt. Col. Tarrant
in 1793 and further modifications +tookK place during the
hineteenth century {(Kerrigan 19880, 182-5).

Description ¢(P1. 8c»

The castle presents itself to the present-day viesuwer as a
Mapoleonic fortification but behind the artillery embrasures
and Martello tower-styvle Keep, the autline of its medieval
defences can be distinguished. In plan the castle conzists of
a pentangular curtain wall with a Keep placed Jjust uwest of
centre within it. The entrance is aprroached from the north
by - a ramp constructed in the rebuilding after 1783. It is
likely that the medieval entrance was on the north side but
its exact location is unkKnouwn. The curtain wall is thicKest
on the east (riverside?) where it also appears toc have been
considerably rebuilt. Two circular bastions project from the
east curtain wall and there may be the remains of a third in
the north-west angle., These may have Fformed part of the
thirteenth century defences but they are now almost totally
hidden by later masonry <(Orpen 19a7, 263>. The Keep is
decagornial and its base is concealed by a plinth. The upper
staories of the Keep nere removed in the 1733 works and, while
the wall fabric may be medieval, all wvisible Ffeatures date
from that timea.

7. TOWN DEFENCES

The earliest notice of touwn defences is in 1251 when the
King made a grant of 8@ marks to aid the enclosure of Athlona
and Rindown {Sweetman 1875-86, i, No. 3i58). It is not clear.,
however, whether this money was applied to the Lainster or
Connacht side or to both. Further informaticn on the walls is
lacking until the late sixteenth century by which time, as
Murtagh (1980, 92-3) suggests, the walls had probably fallen
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into considerable disrepair. Proposals to rebuild the wall
were made by Sir NMichelas Malby in 13768 but these appear to
have remained at the draft stage (Murtagh 1980, S2-3>. Some
workK was carried out, however, on the defences at this +time,
particularly on the East and MNorth Gates (Murtsagh 1930, 93).
Extensive rebuilding did not cccur until after 1618 when the
walls of the Leinster town uWere recohstructed as part of
Wilmet's rebuilding scheme for the towun. The wmalling of the
Leinster side appears tc have been complete by 1838 but the
Connacht side remained unprotected (Murtagh 1398, 95). In the
wars of 1641-33 some improvements uwere made to the
fortifications, notably the construction by the confederates
of a wall and gatehouse along the Leinster waterfront in 16843
demol ished socon afterwards by the Cromuellians (Murtagh 1988,
95, g98). The Cromuwellians themselves cons iderably
ttrengthened the toun's defences betuween 1631 and 16549
{Murtagh 198@, 86-8> and several bastions were added to the
Leinster town-while the Coanhacht side was fortified with
earthen ramparts. In 168382 Piers (1981, 86-7) described +the
fortifications as folloust

"The town on both sides of the river was in time of the
late usurpers [the Cromuell ian Commonuealthl very uwell
fortified. The part on this [Leinsterl side hath wvery
strong walls with very large flanKers of lime and stone.,
according toc the rules of modern Ffortificaion. The
inside of these walls and bulwalkKs was lined with a
large rampart of stcne and earth, the outside was made
not easily accessible by a large deep graff; round about
on the flanKers uWere mounted several great guns. The
toun on the octher [Connachtl side was also fortified
with great ramparts of earth flankKed, and a large deep
graff. The uworks here were set with a QquicKk-zset hedge,
which was well Kept and neatly shorn...But...all this
strenath is of late vanished®.

Although improvements were carried out by the Jacobites in
1689-31, these were essentially the fortifications assailed
and largely demol ished by Ginkel in 1691 {Mur-tagh i1agea,
99-1a3>.,

A feature of the defences on the LCennacht side was the
CONMNACHT TOWER which stocod to the north of the castle. Little
is Known of its history and the earliest references occur in
the late sixteenth century (see 13 Rep Deputy Keeper Public
Records Ireland, 88! No. 33239, dated 1578). In 1581, however,
it is dezctr ibed as "an old ruinous tower " which would suggest
that it was built considerably earlier (13 Rep Deputy Keeper
Publ ic Records, 136! HNo. 36897). Nevertheless the touer
impressed the Williamites in 16831 by +the soclidity of its
construction and they noted that it took more time to
demolish than any part of the castle (Murtagh 1872-3, 174;
1988, 93>. Langrizhe (1838-ia, 2V9) records that its ruins
survived into the mid-nineteenth century and that it was
removed during the Shannon improvemesnts and the makKinag of
Grace Road.
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The course of the medieval defernces on the Leinster side
arpears to have been incorporated into the early seventeenth
century uwall constructed for Wilmot but +the Yine of the
medieval defences on the Connacht side- has been completely
obliterated. There is good information on the cocurse of the
seventeenth century defences, however. On the Leinster side
the wall had a semi-circular outline while on the Connacht
tide it_is somewhat C-shaped.

Description

Athlone-in-Leinster

The wall enclosed an area of 14 statute acres. The uworks of
1652-4 appear to have largely obliterated earlier work except
in one clearly wvisible section hear Court Bewvenish. The wall
was penetrated by tuwo gsates and had five bastions in addition
to an outwork protecting the Dublin Gate. Thera is no
indication of a river wall dezpite the reference 1o the
construction of such a wall in 16843.

No trace survives of the demi-bastion which stooad beside
the Shannon on the south-east corner of the +touwn. Morth of
this, in the grounds of the modern Franciscan Friary, iz a
plain section of wall 64 cm Wwide. The upper sections are
modern but the louwer courses are similar to other surviwving
sections of the wall., From here the wall ran north to DUBLIN
GATE whose site alone survives. The gate was built by Edmond
0'Fallon in or before 15789 when it was leased to him (Morrin
1862, 187 13 Rep Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 392
No. 34802). A lease of 1603 notes that it containad tuo
chambers (Irish Record Comm. 18380, 83). It was demolished
between 1691 and 1784 (Murtagh 1388, 92). The gate was
protected by a pentangsular cutuworkK whose line is preserved in
the backK of the houses on the scuth side of Dublin Gate St.
and it is possible that parts of its wall are preserved in
the modern buildings here and in the "Bawn", oaon the north
side of the street.

Morth of Dublin Gate the boundary wkall af St. Mary's
Churchvard is composed of the touwun wall. Here it is 73 cm
thick and stands to & height of 2.8-2 m with modarn
rebuilding on top. Tuwo sides of a pentangular bastion survive
at the north end of this wall (Murtagh i8ga., 1e@: D). Its
walls are in very poor condition and are covered in ivy. It
stands to a max. height of 2.3 and is 1.4 m wide at the base.
From here the wall turned north-west through the 0ld Rectory
grounds (now the Urban District Council offices)y much of
which is now used as a car parkK. The open space outside the
wall-line at this point is Known as the "Soldiers Field", and
is explained as a place where soldier’s horses uwere buried. A
long section of wall stretches from the rere of the Prince of
Wales Hotel to Lucas Lanes it is 1.5-1.8 m wide, 1.85 m high
and survives in good conditicn with one complete bastion,
portion of a second and a semi-circular touwer. The complete
bastion, Knoun as the Garden or Royal Bastion (Murtagh 1988,



88>, is pentangular and its unall is 2.25 m high wuwith an
external batter to a height of 1.5-2 m. One piece of cut
stone from a window or door is built inteo the wall at this
point. The wall continued to the north of Court Devenish
where a semi-circular tower survives. This stretch of wmall
and the touer are of different masonry to the seventeenth
century bastions and may be sixteenth century wWorkK. f
mucsKet-loop in the tower uwould alsoc support such a date, At
this point there is a 2 m difference betuween the ground level
inside the touwn and that cutside. The Kall of the incomplete
bastion (Murtagh 13880, 198: B) is 74 cm wide and 2.9 m high.
It carries a plaque uhich states® "The 0Old Mall of #RAthlone
1231". From here the wall ran westwards along Lucas Lanhe to
the site of the NORTH GATE.

The NORTH GATE was situated st the junction of Lucas Lane
and North Gate St. Unlike Dublin Gate itz builder is not
Krnown but until 1578 it was in the possession of Robert
Damport, provost-marshal of Connacht, when it uwas leased o
Henry Brande of Trim (13 Rep Deputy Keaper Public Records
Ireland, 397: No. 3435). It is posssible +that Damport, wuho
acted as overseer for the construction of the bridge in
1566-7, was the builder as Joly (1881, 353-4> and Murtagh
¢ 1988, 92-3> have suggested. Joly (1881, 78-1) suggests +that
the clder of tuo tablets representing Peter Lewis, anocther
figure prominently associated with the construction of +the
hridge, was origimally mounted on the North Gate. This plague
had been repositioned on the bridge but it was given +to the
Roval Irish fAcademy in 1344 (see plague 18 from Sidney's
bridge described above). It iz a remarKable <coincidence,
howevar , that the description of the plaque on the MNorth Gate
given to Joly by an old inhabitant of Athlone corresponds
closely with the figure of Damport uwhich wuwas also remowved
from the bridge in 1844. Whether it was Damport or Lewis who
Wwas represented on the MNorth Gate, however, it would appear
that the construction of the gatehouse is related +to +the
building of the bridge and therefore a date between 1566 and
1378 may be suggested. Such a date iz supported by the
presence of another plague bearing the arms of Elizabeth 1
recorded by an eighteenth century +traveller (Murtagh i9g@,
83). A print of c.18328, drakn by George Petrie ¢Pl. Ba’,
shows that the gate was rectangular and had threes floors with
battlements above. The passage uwas the most prominent feature
of the ground flocor and it had a rounded arch on the neorth
side. Above the arch, at first floor level, uas a rectangular
plaque presumably the one bearing the arms of Queen
Elizabeth. The north window of the second Ffloor appears to
have been rectangular uhile above it a drainage course
supported the battlements of the walluwalkK level.

From the Morth Gate the wall continued to +the Shannon

where a demi-basticon, set on a slight promontory ., jutted into
the river (Murtagh 1988, 38).

Athlone-in—Connacht
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It is clear from Piers' description that these
fortifications were of earth, They uwere roughly rectangular
in shape, 648 m long and ernclosed &an area of approximately
4.3 hectares (11 acres); as wuwith the Leinster toun the
defences do not appear to have extended along the waterfront
CMur-tagh 1988, 99), No trace of the earthen bankKs or ditches
survive but their ocutline canm be traced +from seventeenth
century plans. There was a demi-bastion at the north-eastern
end, in the vicinity of the present main gate of Custume
BarrackKs, from which the rampart continued west for about 98
m before coming to an acute—~angled bastion. At this point it
made a right-angled turn tc the south and continued to the
Junction of Barrack Street and Pearse Street, where there was
a GATE. From here it continued scuth for a distance of 80 m
to where it formed a large bastion-shaped projection through
which ran the principal western exit from the town. The
present Bastion Street derives its name from this feature and
the shape of the bastion is preserved in the line of the
houses at the west end of Grattan Street. From here the
defences continued south, just cutside Abbey Lane, to¢ a small
corner bastion near Goldsmith Terrace uwhere they turned east
towards its south-eastern terminal at a demi-bastion beside
the Shannon in the vicinity of the modern locK. Phillip's
plan shows an opening in the socuth wsxll which probably
represented the exit Known as Peter's PFPort.

8. ST. MARY'S PARISH CHURCH

This church is described in a number of 17th century
documents as being near the East Gate of the toun (sea Erck
184€-52, B67-8, 728)>. It is first referrad to as St. Mary's in
1484 when Cornel ius Odelay was the vicar (Tuemlow 1366, 96>
but the church was almecst certainly established in the
thirteenth century. The building was rebuyilt arocund 1626¢ by
Lord Grandison, while he was President of Connacht <(StoKes
1890-1a, 184>. This building uwas replaced by thae present
church in 1825-6 although the tower of the 17th century
building still survives (StokKes 1898-1x, 180).

Description

The church is situated within its churchyvard oen the north
side of Dublin Gate Street immediately inside the toun wxll.
The seventeenth century touer stands on the south-uest of the
present church and is rectangular in plan with Ffour +Ffloors
and battlements above., The masonry is of coursed limestone
with limestone duoins. The exterior has baen heavily
repointed and the east wall appears ta have been
substantially rebuilt. The base has a low unsven batter. The
ground floor is entered on the south through a round-arched
door with external hood moulding. It has a barrel vault and a
single window in the west wall which has been blocKed up.
Access to the first floor is via & wooden ladder. Access to



the upper floors was not permitted. Externally, houever,
large round-headed windows are present in each wall of the
third floor fbelfry staged. The bell iz reputed to be of
seventeenth century date (Lewis 1837, 88) but uwe were not
permitted toc examine it.

Monuments.

De Renzi Wall Memorial. 1634,

Only a small fragment of a much larger memcrial survives on
the uwest side of the south wall of the nave <(English 1373,
2. It consists of an apron and shelf in blacK marble. The
inscription is on the apron in incised gold capitals:

THIS MOMVYMENT WAS ERECTED BY THE RIGHT WORSHIPFVLL SIR
MATHEW DE REMZI KMNIGHT WHO DEPARTED THIS. LIFE THE 28 OF
AYGYST 16349 BEINGE OF THE AGE OF 57 YEARS BORNE AT
CVLLEN IN GERMANY AND DISCENMUED FROM/, THAT FAMOVS AND
RENMOWNED WARRIER GEORGE CASTRIOTT, ALS SCANDERBEGE (WHO
IN THE CHRISSTIAN WARRE .0V¥~ S2 BATTAILES WITH BGREAT
CONGQVEST AND HONNOR AGAINST THE GREAT TVRKE) HE WAS A
GREAT TRAVELER, AND GEMNERALL LINGVIST: AMND KEPT
CORESPONDENCY WITH MOST NATIONS IN MANY KE IGHTY
AFFAIRES: AND IN THE THREE YEARE GAVE GREAT PFECTION TO
THIS NATION BY COMPOSEINGE A GRAMMER DICTIONNARY AND
CHRONICLE IN THE/ IRISH TONGYE: AND IN ACCOMPTS MOST
EMPERT AMD EXCEEDIMNGE ALL OTHERS TO HIS GREAT APPLAVY../
THIS WORKE WAS ACCOMPELSHED BY HIS SONNE MATHEW DE RENZI
ESGR AVGYST THE 28 1635.

Dims * H.24 L.126 cm.

2. Abigail HandcocK wall memorial. 168@. (Pl. Za).

On the south wall of the hnave. Rectansular wuwhite marble
tablet flankKked by blackKk pilasters with free standing white
marble columns in front and flankKking foliate scroll brackets.
The columns support a black marble cornice with a black
kour-glase painted on to a red and white marble. The cornice
is flanked by scroll brackets and the apex is topped by a
covered bouwl. AN achievement of arms is painted below the
tablet which is flanked by white marble scrolls and supported
on a blacKX marble pedestal. Heater shaped shield divided per
pale with argent, tuwo coc¥s and a hand in chief sable ®with
argent ermined sable on the dexter while the sinister has
three deer 's heads or on a bend azure bacKground argent and a
croun or on gules in the sinister chief. The motto is
VIGILATE ET ORATE and the crest consists of a lion rampant
holdings a loxenge shaped medallion upon which there iz a
cocK., The inscription is in script with Roman capitals:

THIS MONUMENT/ WAS ERECTED IN MEMORY OF/ Ms ABIGAIL
HANDCOCK . DRUGHTER OF THE REVERnd, THOMAS STANLEY & LATE
WIFE” GF WILLIAM HANDCOCK OF~ TNYFORD ESQr, BY WHOM HE/
HAD ISSUE 8 SONS & 7 DARUGH, TERS WHO DEPARTED THIS/




LIFE, THE 21st OF NOVbr ANo DOms 1688 IN THE 53d YEAR OF
HER, AGE & LYES INTERRED/ UNDERNWEATH THIS PLACE.

Oims : H.c.z2ea . 126 cm.
Loeber 19Q8ith, 292

3. Ann and Richard St¢. George. Wall! memorial. 16§86
On the E end of the N wall of the nave. It consists of large
blocKs of stone painted blacK with some gold decoration. The
centre tablet is divided in tuwo with an achievement of arms
above and an inscription below. The monument is flankKed by
pilasters which support a cornice with triangular pediment. A
heart-shaped panel rises from a central console within the
pediment, and protrudes above the apex. The panel is
decorated with a shield bearing a golden lion rampant and a
small heart below. There are two rosette-likKe roundels on
either side of the panel. The achievement of arms is in six
quarters. {> Per fess a lion gules with a crown or overall,.
£ firgent an equal armed cross uwith fleur de 1lis terminals
sable. 3> Three covered cups argent gules. 4 Six circles
and a rectangle gules argent. 3) Six scallops azure and a
fess dancette argent. B2 The sun or an estoile sable argent.
The crest is a demi-lion rampant gules with a crown or. The
inscription is in gold conjoinad script!
NEER THIS PLACE LYETH THE BODYS OF CAPTAIN RICH/ St
GEORGE AND HIS PIOUS WIFE AMN ELDEST DAUGHTER, OF
MICHAREL PENNOCK OF TURROCK IN THE COUNTY GQF/ ROSCOMON
ESQ. HE WAS FOR SEVERAL YEARS GO/ VERNOR OF ATHLONE
THIRD SON OF Sr RICHARD St GE/ ORGE KNt CLARENCEUX KING
OF ARMS BY ELIZABET/ HIS WIE DPAUGHTER ©OF NICHCOLAS St
IOHN OF LIDI/ ARD TREGOZ IN WILTSHIRE ESG BROTHER 7O Sr
HENRY.” St GEORGE KNt GARTER PRINCIPALL KING OF ARMESY
AND TO St GEORGE St GEORGE OF CARRICK DRUMROOSK, IN THE
COUNTY OF LETRIM KNt BORN AT HALLY St GEQs RGE IN
CAMBRIDGESHIRE THE 27TH OF MARCH 1530/ AND OEPARTED THIS
LIFE IN ATHLON THE 24TH OF APRIL/ 1887 THE SAID ANN HIS
WIFE WAS BORM AT TURR. OCK THE 18TH OF NOVEMBER 1888 AND
DYED IMs ATHLOMNE THE 4TH OF QCTOBER 1643 TO WHOSE MEMO/
RYS THEIR SONS ARTHUR AND HENRY ERECTED THIS MONUMENT
ANNO DOMINI 163E.

Dims® H. ¢c. 488 L. 258 cm.

Piscina. Date un¥noun.

Small yallow sandstone vessel with four lugs. Recently
presented t¢ Athlone Musaum. Flat-bottomed with smooth
sloping sides. One side with part of a lug is brokKen but the
pieces are there to complete it. It was built into a wall at
Clonbonny near Athlone but is considered +to0 be originally
from St. Mary's. Undateable.

Dims: H.13 Max. Diam. 25

Missing Monument
A small grave slab was described by Bigger 1901-3, 272) as
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lving at the east end of the churchyard. It was decorated
with a ringed cross oh a stap with the letters RM and IHS.
Probably seventeenth century.

2. FRANCISCAN FRIARY

The Annals of the Four Masters record the founding of the
monastery of St. Francis at Athlone by Cathal Crobderg 0O
Conchobair in 1224 but this date has been rejected by Guynn
and HadcocK (12878, 243> on the baszis that the Franciscan:s did
not arrive in Ireland until <.1224-6, when their first house
was established at Youghal. The consecration of the church of
the Friars Minor of Athlone in 1241 by Albert of Cologne.,
archbishop of Armagsh, =zuggeszts that it was not founded wuntil
c.i298 {A. Conn.?! AFM; A. Clon.; ALC). The founder is unkKnouwn
but wvariocus families have been =susgested including the
Dillons, Digbies and de Burgos. In 1245 the friars received a
grant of alms from the King but in 1327 thiz wasz +*ransferred
to Cashel friary because Athlone was then occupied by Irish
friars (Buynn and Hadcoc¥ 187V@, 243). In 1398 an indulgence
was granted to aid the repair of the Franciscan church of St.
Mary , Athlone, which had beetrs malicously damaged by fire
(Cal. Papal Reg 1396-1484, 288). The +friary unas apparently
destroved in 1567-8 ahnd ite =zite was leased to Andrew
Brereton of MonKeton, Co. Meath, in 1578 (Guwynn and Hadcock
1879, 2437 {1 Rep Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 239:
Mo, 15943,

A Franciscan residence uwas re-established in 1626 (Anhal.
Hib. € (18934), 1477 Millett 1972-3, 161 and in the late
sevanteenth century, probably the 16888's, work began on a new
friary and church., This building was never completed because
of the fall of James !1 and the consegquent poitical upheavals
{Conlan 1378, 78; Grannell 1973, 52-3». A leasze of 1578
menticns two tenements in Athlone near the North Gate, "by
the house of the friars". Sihce these uwere apparently within
the town wall, it is likKely that the medieval Ffriary wuwas
also, rather than on the site of the preaesent "abbey" ruins
t{i.a, the 168@'s church?) which are located beside the river
Shannon to the north the line of the tounm uwall.

The present remains almost certainly lie on the site of a
pre-Morman church, whose axistence is attestad by the
dizcovery of early grave slabs (see below? and traces of an
enclosure. This is to be seen on the scuth side, where it is
del imited by the lane at the scuth end of +the gravevard,
Abbey road and the bhack of the houses in Lucas Lane.

Dezcriptiaon (Fig. 8)

The remains cohsist of the church, & 1long rectangular
building aligned east-west. This is adjoined am the south and



east by & sub-rectangular gravevard, recently cleared aof its
graveslabs in order to provide space for a parkK. The building
has been rather savagely rebuilt and repointed as part of an
fnco project and the grave slabs have been numbered and
placed around the walls and zlong both sides of the lane to
the south and west aof the church. The masonry cohsists of
roughly coursed limestone and the building has been robbhed of
all its jambs., Max. int. dims. 32.9 by 8.4 m. The uwalls are
92cm thick on average and surwvive to z max. height of betueen
4.5 and S m.

The east wall appears to have been completely rebuilt and
the only features are tuwo modern recesses constructed to
accomodate wall-memorials., The north wall may have had a door
riear its west end but the masonry is too badly disfigured to
be certain’ a narrow rounhd arched opening is situated in the
centre of this wall and iz +flanked by two round arched
recesses. The west wall shows sighns of large-scale rebuilding
and has an inserted flat-headed door of brick. The south uall
has a blocked-up door at its west end and three round-arched
windows with a slight internal splay. A round-arched recess
is present betuween the first-and-zecond and seacond-and-third
windows from the east’? the westerly example has been filled
with a 19th century wall memorial.

ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENT?

Stone at Coosan Ft.

A stona, said to have been takKen from the Friary, lies in the
back garden of the public house at Coosan Point. The ocuner
refused to give us permission to see it but examinaticn of &
photograph indicates that it is a small coffin-shaped =stone
decorated in low relief with a pointed arch on which is
inciced: GLORIA IMN EXCELSIS DEQ. In the spandrels on either
side of the arch are angels heads and a leavy spray while
inside the arch is a three storeved battlemented castle with
two- animals on either side as supperters and ancther animal
on top.

MONUMENTS

A number of Early Chrisztian slabs have been found
recently by members of the Old Athlone Society and are nouw in
their museum at Athlaone Castle.

Ailill Ua Dunchatho. 764. (Pl. 8b).

Athlone Museum No. 279. Roughly rectangular sandstone =slab
missing a s=small section of one carner. The decoration
consists of an almost equal-armed ringed cross within a
rectangular frame. The centre aof the croass consists of a
square enclosing a circle; the terminals are also square and
bear foliage decoration. The arms of the cross have a fret
pattern of interlockKing T tvpe while the frame consists of a
broad band of a continuous fret pattern of the interlocking L
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tvpe., Incised inzcription above the panel: AILILL AUE
DUNCHATHD, Ailill Us Dunchado, King of Connacht, died in 764
{Fanning and O hEzazilidhe 1888, 7).

Dims: H. 88 W. 39 T.12 cm

Conloc and Chadal. Pre-i280., (Pl. 8a).

Athlone Museum NMNo. 288a. Damaged sandstone slab. Incised
three-line Latin cross with & central circular expansion,
containing a tetraskelion, and semi-circular terminals
ornamented with worn Kay patterns. The cross is outlined by &
tuo-line border with Knots at the external angles. Incised
inscription flankKing the stem ¢ OF 00 COMNLOC DO CHADAL.

Dims: H.768 W. 328 T. 8.5 cm

Fanning and 0 hEailidhe 1988, 5-7.

UnkKnoun. Pre-1200.

Aithlone Museum No. 278 and National Museum of Ireland.
Sandstone slab. The upper half survives in Athlone and +the
lower left cornar is in the MNational Museum of Ireland.
Highly decorated ringed cross in false relief. The cross has
a square panel at the centre filled wuwith interlace and
rectangular terminals at the end of lozenge-shaped arms. The
arms and terminals are alsoe decorated uwith interlace and
spiral motifs. The ring is ornamented with pelta designs.
Outside the ring are the winged lion of &St MarKk and the
winged calf of St. LuKe each of which hold a booK. Above the
symbols of the evangelists are the pocked letters OR DO. The
fragment in the MNational Museum of Ireland depicts a winged
figure, presumably St. Matthew, and bears the incised letters
MUIR M below.

Oims: H. 37 W. 72 T. 1@ cm

Fanning and O hEail idhe 19898, 2

Thorpaith. Lost slab. Pre-120@

Roughly rectangular =zlab decorated with a Celtic cross with
looped +terminals and & circle in the centre. Incised
inscriptiont: OR 00O THORPAITH.

Fanning and O hEailidhe 19864, 9, 18

MacGanly. 17th cent.

In the mortuary chapel at the south-east end of the
gravevard. Large rectangular slab from a table tomb with a
vertebrate border of stems and fleur-de-lis in false relietf.
The centre of the slab has tuwc ocwal medallions within a
rectangular frame with a spray of foliage in the spandrels.
Inscription in Roman capitals im the left medallion:

HEERE LYETH THE BODYES,/ OF BRIAN MAC GANLY & BENMOMN HIS
WIFE.,

The inscription in the right medallion was added later:
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PRAY FOR THE SOYL OF CHRIS GANLY DEESESD Ye. 18 OF MARCH
1781 & ANN RYAn/ HIS WIFE

The left end of the =zlab was subsequently smoothed doun and
carries an incised inscription in Roman capitals:

PRAY FOR Ye/ SOVL OF MA. RK BEGG WHO, DEFARTED Ys.» LIFE
AVGYST/, ¥ 11 16.. AGr ED 36 YEARS, & MARGRETT, Mc
DERMOTT. HIS WIFE

Dims! L.218 W.77 0.1S cm
Bigger and Hughes 1893-1980; FitzGerald 1984-5, 160.

Missing Monument

FitzGerald (1904-6, 168) records an uninscribed coffin-shaped
slab decorated in low relief with an eight armed fleur-de-lis
Cross.,

i@. CLUNIAC PRIORY OF SS. PETER & PAUL

This priory was the only Cluniac house in Ireland. Some
confusion surrounds the date of its foundation. Guvnn and
Hadcock 1978, 112> gquestion the reliability of the traditicn
that it was founded c.1158 by Toirrdelbach Ua Conchobair,
pointing to the confusion of Athlone with the Cistercian
monastery of "Benedictio Dei" at Kilbeggan, which was founded
in 1150, The most recent study of the pricory repeats the vieuw
that it was founded by YToirrdelbach ¢.113@ on the basis that
a Cluniac foundaticon is unlikely to date any later because
the Eluniac Order was rapidly eclipsed in Ireland by the
Cistercians after that date <Conlon 1988, 74-5).

The abbey was clearly in existence before the building of
Athlone Castle in 1212 because the Pricry received
compensation for the land on which the castle wuwas built.
Later on in the 1288s the pricory uwas further compensated for
a pool in which the justiciar had built tyo mills (Suweetman
1875-86, ii, MNo. 236807 iii, No. 271, p. 125). Little iz Known
of the history of +the priory in the laater thirteenth,
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. In 1362 William O'Tumulty
was elected pricr, apparently the first native Irishman +to
obtain the positien (Grattan Floocd 1913, 54 but it is
notewaorthy that every subzequent prior seems to have been of
Irish blood (Conlon 1980, 77-82). In 1428 a paral indulgence
Has granted in aid of the priory church which was “"threatened
with ruin on account of the wars which have afflicted +those
rarts® (Cal. Papal Reg. 1427-47, 22>. There is no formal
record of the dissclution of the priory but Conlon €1398@, 86
feels it was probably suppressed by Sir William Brabazon,
vice-treasurer of lreland and constable of fAthlone Castle
atter 19547. The priory uwas joined 1o the castle as an eastate
and it was generally held by the vice-treasuters of Ireland
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until 1569 when it was assigned to the presidents of Connacht
(Murtagh 198@, 91>, In 1572, when Athlone was burned by James
FitzMaurice FitzGerald and the sons of the Earl of
Clanricard, the priory church was in use as a store. In a
lIetter to the Lord Deputy, John Crofton stated +that +the
rebels and Scots had burnt the body of the church, uwhere he
had his malt, biscuit and beer, and a1l of his breuwing and
baking vessels (Cal. State Papers Ireland 13@89-73, 477). In

the same source the preszsident of Connacht noted that "the
steeple of the Abbey, uhlere the store was, wWwas well
defended?”,

The priory was dedicated to S5 Peter and Paul but it is
referred to on at least +tuwo occasions as "de Innocentia”
(Sweetman 1873-86, ii, No. 17137 Cal. Papal Reg 1362-14049,
4172, In 1583-4 the "Cistercian Priory of St. Benedict of
Athlone" was leased to George Alexander (15 Report Deputy
Keeper FPubl ic Records Ireland, 38: MNo. 4342 see also Cal.
State Papers Ireland 16886-3, 63). This praesumably is to be
equated with the Cluniac house because there is no evidence
for a Cistercian monastery in Athlone and the reference to St
Benedict explained on the basis that the Cluniac monks wera
Banedictines.

The priory was situated on the uwest banKk of the Shannon
betuween Abbey Lane and Excise St. Phillips map of 1685 (Pl.
2) suggests that the church was cruciform. No trace of any
medieval buildings survives with the exception of a possible
fragment of the north-west nave return in Abbey lana. This
consists of tuo different widths of wall at a high level
above the present convent schoal wvard. The western stretch is
138 cm long and 78 wide while the north side is 118 cm long
and E2 uwide. The site of the church is regarded locally as
being occupied by the block which runs east-uwest betueen
fibbey Lane and Excise St. No traces of the domestic buildings
survie. Conlon (1388, 82-3) noted that these uwould have been
on the south but the construction of a church in 1804 and the
levelling of the site in 18938 would have destroyved any
standing remains.

MONMUNMENTS

Apart from the following a group of mortars from the site
are said to be in Elphin.

Head. Date?

Athlone Museum No. 48. Tencned head of a tonsured cleric.
TGranite. MNow set into a stohe with the wuwords "S5t, Peter's
Port"., Long pointed face with damaged chin.

Dims: H. 19 W. 13 T. 33 cm

Shiela-na-gig. (Pl. 7b).

fAithlone Museum MNo. 285. Abraded sandstone squatting figure.
The hands are clasped around the lags which are draun up
under the chin and the vulva or anus is openly displaved. The




face has protruding lips and slanting eves.
Dime. H. 40 W. 21 DO. 28 cm
lWoods 18987, 3307 Weir- 19880, 64 and Pl. 135.

11. HOSPITAL

Lee (1974-5, 223) has assembled the evidence for the
existence of a hospital ocutside the walls of Athlone, to the
east. It is first referred to as the "Spitell ground" near
Athlone in 1578 (11 Report Deputy Keeper Public Recordes
Ireland 239-49¢ MNo. 1594) and again in 1583 (13 Report Deputy
Keaeper Public records Ireland 2i4: Ng, 4208). In 16812 it is
described as "the lands called "Spittle-grounds" and are said
tc have formed part of the estate of the Ffriary of Athlone
{Irish Record Comm. 18382, 244> while a survey of 1641
mentions a ruincus chapel with a spittalhouse outside the
East Gate, belonging to Dillon, earl of Roscommon (StoKes
1830-1a, 2087). Tuo eighteenth century deeds allowed Lee to
locate the hospital more precisely. A deed of 1727 noted that
"Spittle house was bounded on the north and east by the hill
called Anchor 's Bower and on the west by Ilrishtown, while a
deed of 1763 noted that the "lands of Spittlefield® were then
Known as MaredvKe and were situated at the end of Irishtoun.
The site of the hospital would appear to have been in the
vicinity of Sean Costelle Street, where MardyKe Street meets
Irishtoun.

12. MISCELLANEQUS

Brides Well
Site of a well dedicated to St. Brigid. There is rnothing
there nou.

Arcadin Well
A Well site marked on the 0.5. maps. Mot checked.

Cooking House
Site markKed by 0.5. Exact status unclear.

Lost Female Effigy

Said to have been in St. Mary's Catholic Church and reputedly
found while digging foundations for either the church ({in
1857) or the mortuary chapel (in 1939). It was brokKken by a
falling tree in 1339 but the whereabouts of the pieces is
unknouwn. It depicted anh abbess in & long gown with pleated
sKirt, wearing a low flat headdress with wveil. Hunt (1374,
236, 244) dates it to the 18th century.



17th cent. grave slab.

Fragment ocutside the Athlone Museum. Decorated in low false
relief with quarter of a ringed cross having incised crosses
on the stem. Inscribed INR! on the ring and and the date 18..
is in one corner. Exact provenance uninoun.

Dims: H.43 W.42 D.17

Dressed stones

Almost immediately north of the site of S5 Peter & Paul's
Priory, in a vard off Excise Street, is a ruined tuo stareved
house incorporating chamfered and dressed stones, some of
which form part of an arch, similar in style +to seventeenth
century examples repaorted in the section on domestic housing.

Mortars and Querns
In the rocKery of the modern Franciscan Friary are a number

of mortars and quern stones whose provenance is unclear but
some may be from Athlone.

13. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

Meolithic

1. Stone axe. From Custume BarrackKs, Athlone, Co. Westmeath.
NMI 1948: 118.

2. Stone axehead. Found in river Shannon opposite North
Gate, Athlone, Co. Westmeath, 1847. NMI: Rl122.

3. Stone axehead. Athlone ItMuseum No. 274. Found at St.
Mary's Place, Athlone in 1373.

g, Pol ished stone axehead. Frem Athlone. Cat. Day Coll.
Ci1313), 2: Lot 6.

S. Stene axehead. From Athlone., Co. Westmeath. NM1 1342:
£38.

6. Stone axehead. From Athlcone, Co. Westmeath. NMI 1943:
185.

7=-11. Five stone axeheads. Found in river Shannon at Athlone,
Co. Westmeath, in 1843. NMI: W.43-8, 54.

12-14, Three stone axeheads. From river Shanncn; near
Athlone, Co. kestmeath. NMI 12345: 230-2.

15. Stone adze or axehead. Athlone Museum Mo. 154. Provenance
not recorded. 7Athlone.

16. Stone Axechead. Athlone Museum NMNo. 247. Provenance not
recorded. ?ARthlone.
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i7. Poelished stone axehead. Athlone Museum No. 272 .
Provenance not recorded. 7Athlone.

18. Polished stone axehead. Athlone Miuseum No 273. Provenance
not recorded. 7Athlone.

19. Polished stone axehead. Athlone Maseum No . 273.
Provenance not recorded. 7Athlone.

28. Polished stone axehead. Athlone Museum No . 276.
Provenance not recorded. 7Athlone.

21. Stone hammer-axe. From river Shannon, about +Fifty vards
above the bridge of Athlone, Co. lestmeath. NMI! W.2.

Early Bronze Age

22. Carved stone battle-axe. Found in river shannhon at
Athlone, Co. Westmeath. NMI: W.21. Wilde 1857, 88: Fig. §6.

23. Gold Lunula. Found near Athlene, Co. Roscommon, priocr 1o
1842. NMI: W.S. Taylor 1980, between Co Rm 13 and 14.

24. Gold Lunula. Found near Athlone. 1848. NMI : 1893:4.
Armstrong 1920, 36, Pl1. VYI:33.

25. Flat copper axehead. Type Ballvbeg. From Athlone, Co.
Westmeath. UM 207-1837. Harbison 1269a, 13: No.349.

28. Copper/ bronze axe-shaped "ingot" from near Athlaone, Co.
Westmeath. BM: W.G. 1523. Harbizon 1396%9x, 22 MNo. 496.

27-2., Copper. bronze halberd or dagger found in Athlone in
1778, and a bronze halberd or dagger found near Athlone in
1782. Walker 1788, Appendix 2, 153-4,

23. Bronze flanged axehead. Tvpe Derrvniggin. From Athlone,
Co. Westmeath, before 1913. UM: 283-1937. Harbison 18968a, 61!
No. 1871.

3P-1. Bronze flanged axshead and bronze palstave. Found near
Athlone, Co. Westmeath, the latter in 1956¢. MNMI: 1368: 313.

32. Bronze flanged/ winged axehead Found in bed of river
Shannon at Athlone, Co. Westmeath. NMI W.212: A7L.

33. Bronze winged axe., palstave. Found at Rthlone 186&. UmM:
3R7-1937. Glover 1878, 47.

349. Branze axehead. Athlone Museum No. 282. Provenance
unrecorded. ?Athlone.

35. Bronze dagger./ halbard dredgsed from river Shannon abowve
the new bridge at Athlone, 1247. Tvpe Corkey., NMI: W.252;7
ASA. Harbison 196%9b, 9: No. 31.
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368. Bronze rapier. Found at Athlome. NMI A28 W.119. Burgess
and Gerlof+ 1981, 83: MNMo. 749,

37. Bronze rapier blade fragment. From near Athlone, Co.
lestmaath. MMI: 13968: 239. Burgess and Gerloff 1981, 184: NMNo.
av4.

38-9. Two bronhze dirKs/ rapiers. From Athlone, Co. Westmesath.
Ur: 4892-19377 whereabouts of other unkKrnown. Cat. Day Coll.
¢1913), 28: lots =¥2, 274: Glover 1avge, 48; Burgess and
Gerloff 1881, 99 No. 8835.

40, Bronze rapier. From river Shannon (7) at Athlone, Co.
Westmeath. NMI: W.110. Burgess and Gerloff 1981, 75! MNo. 379.

Later Brochze Age

41~-2. Tuwe gold bar-torcs. Found near Athlene, 1848. NMI:
1893 5-68. Armstrong 1920, 6@, Pl. XIl: 85-62 Tayvlor 1988, Co
Rm 12, 13.

43, Gold “tress-ring". From *Athlone, Co. Roscommon. BM:
1839.4-26.9. Tavlior 18988, Co Fm 4.

44-8. Three gold penanhular bracelets. Apparently found
together near Athlone, €Eo. Roscommon, in 1841. Alnuick
Castle, Morthumberland. Eocgan 19832, pp. 143-94.

47-8. Gold "sleeve-fastener" and "ring mohey". From Athlone, -
Co. Roscommon. BM: W.G.Z27.29. Eogan 197., 1239: No. 34; Tavlor
1388, Coc Rm 5.,B.

43-38. Teo gold peaenannular objects. Found together near
Athlone. MNMIt: 18893:7-8. Armstrons 1920, 78, 234-3, P1. XVII1L,
379, 3887 Taviaor 1986, Co Rm i8-11; Ecgan 18983, p. 144,

S1-2. Two gold "dress-fastaners®. From Athlone, Co.
Roscommon. Detroit Institute of Arts, U.5.A.1% 33.274-3.
Tawvlor 13988, Co REm ¥-8! Eosgan 1383, 1395,

53, Bronze basal-looped spearhead. From river Shannon nhear
Athlone. Cat. Day Coll. 191372, 45 let 321, Pl. KIII.

94. Bronze spearhead with loop-holes in the blade. From river
Shannon near Athlone, Co. Westmeath. LimerickKk Public Museum?.
Jrl. Roy. Soc. fintigs, Irel and 13 (1874-3), 3137 Herbert
18948, 84.

55, Brorize looped spearhead. Found, probably- - in river
Shannon, at Athlone, Co. Westmeath. MMI: W.228.

S56. Bronze spearhead. Found in river Shannon at Athlone, Co.
lestmeath. NMI: W.1921. kilde 1857, S@1-2: Fig. 383.

S7. Bronze spearhead. Found probably in river Shanncen at




Athlone, Co. Westmeath. NMI: W.29.

58-84, Seven bronze spearheads. Found in river Shannon
drainage schemes at Athlone, Co. liestmeath, pricr to 1848.
NMI: Al (W.82); A2 (.88, A4 (W.722 AD (W.186)7 A2, Al2
{b.81)r ALE (W.128).

65, Bronze spearhead, In river Shannon near Athlone, Co.
Westmeath. Dept of Education Rep. N.M.I1. 1931-2, i4.

86, Bronze spearhead. Found in a bog near Athlone, Co.
lestmeath. NMI: 1959:681.

67. Bronze spearhead with rivet holes. From Athlone, Co.
Westmeath. BM:! W.G., 16832. See Evans 1881, 314,

68. Bronze ribbed Kite-shaped spearhead. Found at Athlone,
Co. Westmeath, 1844, UM: 456-1837. Glover 1878, 48.

639. Bronze sword. Found in Athlane bog, near Athlone, Co.
Roscommon. BM 1883, 1-22.118. Eogan 13865, 86.

78-73. Four bronze swords. Said to have been found together
near Athlone, "upon an ancient battlefield". NMI! W.777 W.88;
W.98; W.84. Eggan 1865, 148-3, 184 Eogan 1883, 144-5.

74. Bronze suord. From Athlone. Cat. Day Coll. (19132, 41:
lot 298, P1. HIV.

75. Bronze suword. From near ARthlone, Co, Roscommon. BM: 1863,
1-22, 155. Ecgan 138835, 132.

76. Bronze Suord. From near Athlone , Co. Nestmeatﬁ/
Roscommon. NMI: P242. Eogan 1985, 14@.

77. Bronze suord. From Athlone, Co. Westmeath. KNMI: .42,
Eogan 1983, 2B.

78. Brenze sword. Found in 1838 in a millrace, parish of St.
Peter 's, Athlone, Co. Roscommon. NMI: Rig4Z2.

79. Bronze sword. Found in river Shannhon hear Athlone, Co.
Westmeath. Pitt-Rivers Museum, Oxford? 1384.112.288. Eogan
1985, 877 Allen, Britton and Coghlan 18978, 233-5: No. 121.

88. Bronze shield. Found in river Shannon at Athlone, Co.
Westmeath, 1881. ?Private possession. Raftery 1982, S-17.

gl. Bronze socKeted axehead. Found, probably in river
Shannon, at Athlone, Co. Westmeath. NMI: W.389.

82. Bronze socKeted axehead. Found, probably in riqer
Shannon, at Athlone, Co. lWestmeath. NMI: W.547.

83. Bronze socKeted axe. Dredged from river Shanncen about
fifty vards above New Bridge at Rthlcone, Co. Westmeath, 1847.
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NMI: W.486.

84. Bronze socKeted axehead. Found near Athlone, Co.
HWestmeath in 185@°'=. NMI: 1988:353.

85. Bronze socKeted Knife. Found at Athlone, 1888&. Cat. Day
Coll. ¢1213), 37: lot 270. Pl. XKI.

86-7. Bronze sicKle and bronze ornament. From Athlone. BM:
1862.12-9.37 1864.7-14.386. Evans 188!, 28!, Fig. =238.

88-98. Eleven jet beads. Found near Athlone. NMI: 1882:69.,
These may hot be of Later Bronze Age date.

Iron Age

g8. Iron sword. Dredged from river Shanncn above New Bridge
at Athlone, Co. Westmeath, 1847. NMI: WK.23; W.2; A.124.

108. Bronze ring-headed pin. Apparently found near Athlone.
Co., Westmeath. NMI: 1920:44. Raftery 1983, 1%4.

181. Bronze bowl. From ARthlohe, Co. Westmeath, possibly from
river Shannon. Whereabouts unKhoun. Raftery 18983, 215.

182. Bronze bowl. From Athlonhe., Co. Hestmeath. Formerly in
the Dunraven collection, Limerick City Museum. It was
auctioned in May 19880. ?Private possession. Herbert 1848, 86:
No. 133.

103-4, Tuwo bronze mounts. Found in River Shannhon, Athlone,
Co. Westmeath. NMI. Raftery 1983, 255.

Early Historic

185. Bronze latchet. Found in the river Shannon, close to the
monastery of Athlore., Vallencey

186. Bronze zoomorphic penannular brooch. From near Athlone.,
Co. Westmeath. UM: 846-1963. Kilbride-Jones 1988, 188: No.
67 Flanagan 19685, 111, Fig. 3C.

187-8. Two bronze penannular brooches from Athlohe. BM:
1888,.7-9.23, 26.

189. Bronze ringed pin. From near Athlone, Co. kestmeath. BM:
1868,7-3,28. Fanning 1874-5, 213: No. 5.

118-117. Bronze ring-brooches, pins and harp pegs (eight
objects). From Athlone. BM: 1868.7-3.31, 33, 35, 44-498. Some
of these objects may be of Anglo-Norman or later date.

118-9. Bronze tringed pin and bronze harp peg., From Athlone.
Cat. Day Coll. ¢1913), 53: lot 368 and 58: lot 4600A. Fanning
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1374-353, 211! no. 3, Fig. 1.

12@~-122. Three bronze ringed pins. Found near Athlone, Co.
Westmeath. NMI: 1832: 12, 14, 17. Kilbride-Jones 188a, ieg:
Mos. BY-8, 131: No. 1177 Fanning 1974-5, 213 No. 8.

123. Bronze ring pin. Found in bed of river Shannon at
Athlone, Co. Westmeath. NMI: W.335.

124. Silver armlet/ necklet. Fournd at Athlone, Co. Roscommon.
UM: 212-1913, €Cat. Day Coll. (1913, 66 lot 454, Fl. nIK?
Glover 1378, 50: Pl. I.

123~6. Tuo silver armlets. Found in the river Shannon at
Athlone. AlnwickKk Castle, MNorthumberland. Bruce 1880, 84: No.
S28, Pl1. HXIII.

127. Bronze pin with ten pierced bronze discs. Found near
Aithlone, Co. Westmeath, 1898. NMI: S.A. 1927:86. Dept. of
Education Report on N.M.I. 1927-8, 157 Cat. Day Coll. (13813),
S1: lot 355.

Anglo-Morman and late Medieval
128. Iron axshead. Found about 2-32 m deep uhile digging
foundations at MardyKe Street, Athlone, Co. Westmeath. NMI:

1360:7738. Jrl. Roy. Soc. Antiqs. 82 {1362), 161, Fig, 13.

129, Circular silver brooch., Found c.1858's beneath the
foundations of am old hceuse in Athlone. NMI: 1885:118.

13@. Bronze spur. Found at Athlone. MNMI: W.39.

138. Copper seal matrix of Cistercian abbey of Kilbeggan.
Found at Athlone, Co. Westmaath. NMI: R.877. Armstrong 1813,
478, Pi1. LI: B.

131. Bronze seal matrix of the Cluniac abbey of S5 Peter and
FPaul 's, fAAthlone. Found at Athlone, Co. Westmeath in river
Shannon. Armstrong 1913, 468-~8, Fl. LI1:4.

132-4. Two brass buckKles and one bronze bit bozs. Found nhear
Athlone. NMI: 1282: 27-8, 38.

Post-Medieval

123. Iron dagger. From river Shannonh, near FAthlone, Co.
Westmeath. Rynne 1883, 137-43.

138. Broad flat double-edged iren blade. Found several feet
under ground on =site of the new bridge, Athlone, Co.

Westmeath. NMI: LiK.48 (p.1268).

137. FPair of bronze compasses. Found in river Shanhon &t
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Aithlone, Co. Westmeath. NMI: F.7B7.

138. Bronze beam of an cuncel. Found in river Shannon at
Athlone, 1848. NMI: W.70.

138. Bronze globular cattle bell. Found near Athlone. MNMI:
1882:43, '

196. Bone crucifix. Found near Athlone. NMI: 18BZ2:E66.

141-5. Five bone objects ¢ 7amulets) and a stone plaque. Found
near Athlone, summer of 1853. NMI 13968: 368-9.

ARCHAEDOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

The Prablems

Athlone is important to archaeclogical research for four
reasons. Firstly, it was the site of an important prehistoric
ford. Secondly, in Early Historic times it was a church site.,
and during the twelfth century a bridge, castle and Cluniac
monastery uwere added. Thirdly, durinsg the +thirteenth and
early fourteenth centuries, it was the principal toun of
Anglo-Marman Westmeath. Fourthly, in the sixteenth and
saeventeenth centuries the toun was largely rebuilt and
perhaps re-plannad.

The number of prehistoric chjects from Athlone is huge by
comparizson with that from other Irish touns. Mozt are ohjects
of quality and while some were doubtless lost in fording the
river others may uwell have been votive offerings deposited to
appease the river god. There is no evidence for settlement in

Athlone in prehistoric times but the graeat number of
prehistoric finds indicate that the site of the future toun
was well Known 1o prehistoric man. The problem for

archaeclogy is 10 determine exactly wuhat was there, a ford, a
place of ritual deposition or both?

The evidence that Athlone was an early church site (on
the spot uwhere the Franciscan Friary uas subsequently
established? has only come to light-recently. There are no
documentary references to a monastery but the discovery of
fine quality Early Historic grave slabs puts the matter
beyvond reasonable doubkt., The nature of this church site
remains to be determined. Houw far did it extend beyvond the
present graveyard. Is the curving Abbey Road a survival of
the monastic boundary? Did the site extend into the ares
occupied by the County Hospital?

The twelfth century developments at Athlone are of
cohs iderable archaeological significance. The documents
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indicate that there was a sequence of bridges and these have
probably left buried traces in the river bed and perhaps in
the bankKs on both sides. The construction of a castle and
Cluniac monastery suggaest that there may hawve been a larger
settlement here in the mid-twelfth century, perhaps some form
of village, rather than just three izoclated features. The
documents are no help here, houwever, and it is only through
excavation that +this part of Athlone's story will bea
revealed,.

The archaeoclogy of the Angle-Norman town is particularly
significant for the understanding of the changeocver from the
pre-Norman settlement 1o a fully Ffledged medieval toun.
Important tooc is the clarification of what haprened durinsg
the fourteenth, fifteenth and =ixteenth centuries. Did it
shrink in size and population? Was +the toun deserted
entirely? Oid it fall intc Irish hands?

The date of the street pattern is uncertain but it is
clear that it has remained largely intact since the early
seventeenth century. Are Church Street and MNorthgate Street
finglo-NMorman in origin and do they represent continuity from
the medieval street pattern? lere +the streets of Athlone

completely redesigned in the late sixteenth and garly
seventeenth centuries? What was the nature of the road
surface at wvarious times? Streets should be examined

archaeologically if at all possible because they permit not
only an examination of their surfaces but alsc allow the
results of excavations on ane side of a street toc be 1linkKed
with those on the other. This enabkles the reconstruction of
entire streetscapes in the manher which has proved so
successful at Nowvgorod.

The importance of determining the nature of the early
bridges has already been mentioned but it is also important
to discover what the form of subsequent structures was 1iKe
because next to nothing is Known of the form, date or size of
these bridges.

Historically, the castle is one of the most important in
the Midlands and it iz evident even from a superficial

examination that it has a complex structural history. The

layvogut of the thirteenth century castle is unKnouwn as are the
forms of timber buildings which must have stood within the
curtain wall, and the appearance of its external defences
such as & moat. The castle is probably on the site of the
tuelfth century structure built to control the bridge and it
would be of considerable significance to determine its size
and extent. The nature of activity on the site betueen the
thirteenth and seventeenth centuries alsc remains to be
discovered.

Nothing is Knouwn of the form or size of pre-severiteenth
century housing in the town. It is important to Know what
sort of buildings the medieval inhabitants of Athlone lived
in and how these changed through time. Only uwhen such houses
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have been found can assessments be made of +the impact of
native Irish, British and continental building techniques on
Athlone's craftsmen. A great deal of information about
changes in building methods and fashions can alsc be derived
from stratified sites in which the remains of successive
houses are preserved. A great deal remains to be learned
about Athlone's seventeenth century houses and opportunites
to excavate sites of this period are also mest important.

The course of the toun defences outlined above needs to
be checked by excavation to determine whether it is correct
or not, and much remains to be discovered about the periocds
of congtruction, the variations in building, the forms of
mur-al towers and gatehouses, and the extent of the toun
fosse. In particular it is important to discover the exact
line of the medieval defences because these may hawve enclosed
a larger or smaller area that the seventeenth century uwalls.

It is wunlikKely that the opportunity will arise +to
excavate on the site of S5t. Mary's Church but the opportunity
could gccur at the sites of the Cluniac priocry, and the
Franciscan friary. Our Knowledge of the Fform, size and
character of these religous houses iz negligible, and in the
case of the Franciscan friary, Knowledge is confined merely
te the form of the seventeenth century church. It is
important to remember that +the architectural features and
extent are only one aspect of the archaeclogy of religous
houses and the excavation of a medieval cemetery., such as
that conducted at YorkK, can provide otheruwise unocbtainablea
evidence asbout health, disease, diet, and mortality rates.

The extent of settlement cutside the walls in Irishtoun
is unkKnowrn and the contrast betuween buildings there and those
within the wall is also unKnown at any pericd prior 1o 1706.

Archacalogical Potential

Archaeology does not consist solely of excavation nor
does it stop at ground level. The archaeclogical avidence for
Athlcone's past comprises all the physical remains of man's
activities on the site of the town, from its first use as a
ford to the present day. The surviving street pattern,
property boundaries and standing buildings constitute the
uppermost levels of the archaeclogical stratigraphy., and all
are relevant to the study of the toun's past. Documenhtary
evidence also plays a role in reconstructing the history of
early Athlone, but for the wuwide range of human activity
omitted from the uritten accounts and for the early pariods
without documentation archaeoclogy is our only source of
information. The evidence of archaeology and topoegraphy, of
architecture and of documents, is complementary’ each gains
from the existence of the others and the unrecordeaed
destruction of ona form of evidence tot anly removes part of
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a toun's archive but also diminishes the usefullness of those
which are preserved.

The survaey of its archaeclogy indicates that the site of
the towun has been the scene of human activity in Prehistoric,
Early Historic and Medieval and post-Medieval times. Both
documentary sources and the Knowh archaeclogical _remains
indicate that the townh was occupied continuously from c.3508
AD into the post-medieval period. With the excepticn of the
Castle the standing archasological remains are seventeenth
century and PAthlone's medieval buildings seem o have been
demol ished at an early date. The survivinsg remains comprise
the Castle, the tcuer of St. Marv's church, the Franciscan
friary and parts of +the towkn defences. Although the
destruction of buildings above ground haz been substantial,
the street pattern of +the post-medieval toun is largely
ihtact and archaeclogical deposits are liKely to exist over a
wide area of the town. Accordingly there is the strang
liKkelihood of recavering house foundations, refuse pits,
industr-ial areas, and workKshops.

ARCHAEOCLOGY , PLANMNIMNG AND DEVELOPMENT

It is evident from the foregqgoing that archaeclogy is an
important means of learning about Athlone's past and of
understanding the character and detailed form of the +toun
today. This is more than just an academic pursuit because
without an appreciation of +the factors which have shaped
Athlone's present character, steps taken to conserve that
character will not be wholly effective, or uworse, features
basic to its unique identity may be unuwittingly destroved.

The protection of buried archaeological ewvidence presents
serious problems for not only is there the pressure of
redevelopment and the high value of urban properties wuwith
which to contend, but +the sites themselves are often
difficult to define or evaluate: their Full archaeological
rotential may only become apparent wuwuhen an excavatien is
undertaken in advance of develgpment or by observations maKe
while development is in progress. The castle alone enjovs
statutory protection as a scheduled MNaticnal Monument but
because of the difficulties of scheduling urban properties,
other sites within Athlone are unlikely +to be given this
rrotection. It is crucial, theraefore, that a concerted effort
should be made to safeguard its archaeoclogical hkeritage and
that adequate provision is made for investigation in advance
of any redevelopment. This is bast achieved by makKing the
realisation of Athlone's archaeolocgical potential one of the
cbjectives of its development plan. The objective may then he
achieved by judicious use of planning constraints and by
conditions attached to planning consents.

Area of Archaeoclogical Fotential



The shaded porticon of +the accompanying map (Fig. 3
del imits the area of archaeological potential within modern
Athlone. In the absernce of archagological excavations within
this area, houwever, little can be said of their extent and
depth. Athlone has witnessed considerable development in
recent vears. The construction of the by-pass has almost
certainly destroved archaeological deposits in Irishtoun.
Elzeuwhere, however, there is little evidence Ffor modern
disturbance. Accordingly, archaeslogical deposits are 1iKely
to exist over the area of the walled toun, and in Irishtoun
on the east and Connacht Street on the west. This area |is
shaded pink on Fig. 3 and +the extent has been continued
outside the walls slightly in order to allow for a possible
foesse. On the north side of the town an area arocund the
ruined Franciscan Friary (markKed "ARbbey ") has been included
because it is liKely to delimit the extent of an early church
site,
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BALLYMORE

The borough of Ballvymore Lough Sewdy, now called simply
Ballymore, is situated on a low 388 feet rise betueen the
high ground arcund the Hill of Uisneach, on the east, and the
basin of Loush Ree to the west, roushly midway betueen
Mull ingar and Athlone, in scuth-west Westmeath. A story in
the Dinnsheanchas explains the mname as Loch Seimhdidhe,
Semtell 's lakKe, after the warricr Semtell who drowned while
bathing there {(Walsh 1857, 331>. Ballymore means simply
"large toun" but the precice date uwhen it came into wuse is
not Knouwn although it was evidently so-called by the
fifteenth century because it is referred to as "Lochs ide
alias de wvilla magna® in 1422, and "Baile Mor Locha
Seimhdighe" in 1452 (Walsh 13957, 33@-1).

ARCHAEQLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The earliest evidence of settlement in the wvicinity of
the medieval borough iz in the Early Historic period uwhen
there was an important cranncg on the lake. In 1833 Murchadh
Ua Mael Sechlainn was zlain on the "island” of Loch Seimdidhe
CAFM) ., In 1131 it was plundered by Conchobar Ua Briain (ALC,
AFM) and in 1159 Ruaidri Ua Conchobair, King of Connacht,
marched to Loch Seimhdidhe, dragging sight salleys overland
and plundered "Inis Enain” (presumably the actual name of the
cranncg?, Killing most of its people. The death of Aedh
Slaine at Loch Seimdidhe in S8@ (AFM) may indicate +that the
crannog was in use at this time but it is difficult +to Know
whether such an early dates may be relied on or hot. It has
been suggested that a monastery was established here c.780
but the suggestion lacKs supporting evidence (Guynn and
Hadcock 1378, 374).

After 1172 Lough Seudy became part o¢f Hugh de Lacy's
Liberty of Meath. De Lacy Kept Lough Seuwdy for himself and
after the destruction of the castle of Killare in 1187 it
became the principal seigneurial mahor of Westmeath <(Orpen
1g911-208, ii, 817 Graham 1988, 45), A substantial settlement
seems to have developed fairly quickly. In 1204 lWalter de
Lacy was granted a fair at "Lochsewveth" (Sueetman 1875-86, i,
No. 22292 and the settlement acquired borough status before
c.1235 Wwhen a burgage is referred +to {(MacNMNiccaill 1977,
S4-62. A convent of Ciztercian nuns was established in 218
and a priory of Augustinian cancns c.l1256.

After Walter de Lacy's death in 1241 Loush Seswdy passed
to John de Verdon through his wife Margery who was de Lacy's
granddausghter {(Qtway-Ruthven 1968b, 411). The castle of Lough



Seuwdy now became the caput or centre of the de Yerdon section
of Meath just as Trim castle became the caput of +the De
Geneville area (Orpen 1311-28, iv, 174). In 128494 Thecbald dea
Verdon received a grant of marKets and fairs on his demense
manors, including Lough Seundy (Suweetman 1875-86, ii, Nos.
2383-9). In 1332 after the partiticon of the lands of Theobald
de WVerdun the manor of Loush Sewdy, including the profits and
tolls of its hundred court and burgess returns was divided
batuween de Lacv's four daughters and their husbands {0Otuay
Ruthven 13688b, 416, 421-37). In common with much of the
Ainglo-Norman coclony in Ireland, Lough Sewdy experienced
severe upheavals in the fourteenth century when it appears to
have fallen inte Irish hands. In 1313, having spent Christmas
there, Eduward Bruce burned the mancr (Gilbert 1884 ii, 2347)
and in 1338-9 it was sztated that the lands of Thomas de
Furnival at Lough Seudy "are burned by the Irish and lie
waste and uncultivated for want of tenants, and because no
Engl ishman dared to live there on account of the Irish® (47
Report Deputy Keeper Fublic Records Ireland, 31). This seems
to have remained the case for the rest of the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. Tuc late Ffifteenth century documents
describe the impoverished circumstances of the Augustinian
priory, which presumably reflects the state of the settlement
as a whole during this periocd. It this respect it is surely
significant that the convent of Cistercian nuns was abandoned
about 14780 (zee belouw?l.

In 1548 the jurors appointed to make an extent oaof the
priory of Lough Sewdy could noet approach the neighbourhood
"for fear of the Irizh" (White 1343, 284, 280). In 1545 Henry
VIII planned to make the parish church of Lough Setudy into
the cathedral church of the diccese of Meath and this
suggests some degree of effective English contral at that
date. In 1581 Shane O0'Rono was pardonad for burning the toun
11 Repoft Oeputy Keeper Public Records lIreland 71! No. 365>
and in 13566 both the town and "abbey" were leased to Thomas
le Strange (11 Report Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland
128 MNo. 883, 128 MNo. 882). In 16868 +the castle of
"Balleemore-Loughsendie" was granted to John WaKeman together
with a weeKly markKet and annual fair (Erck 1846-352, 268).
This may indicate a slight improvement in the settlement'’'s
fortunes but little more is Known of its history in the
seventeenth century although the castle saw action in both
the Confederate and Williamite wars.

ARCHAEQLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. MOTTE AND BAILEY CASTLE

€. ST. MARY'S PARISH CHURCH

2. RUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST. MARY
4. CISTERCIAN NUNMERY OF ST. MARY
3. HOSFITAL

. CTHER MONUMENTS
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1. MOTTE AND BRILEY CASTLE

The earliest reference to the castle of "Loxeuth" occurs
in 1211-12 (Davies and Quinn 1941, 31) but it is reasonable
to assume that the motte dates from c.1187 when Lough Seudy
became the main Westmeath seat of the de Lacwys. Confiscated
by King John in 1218 the castle was returned to Walter de
Lacy in 1219 (0tway Ruthven 1968a, 88; Swueetman 1875-86, nos.
S9€6, 612, 719). In the partition of 1332 it went +to William
Blunt, husband of Margaret, third daughter of Theobald de
Verdon. At that time it was stated that the castle had been
burnt by the Irish and that there were no buildings oaon the
site {Otuway Ruthven 1968b, 429). This tends ¢ support
Orpen's (1911-2@, ii, 81 n. 3) suggestion that the motte wuwas
abandoned in favour of & new castle of which the circular
tower is a remhant.

Mothing Ffurther is ¥nown of the motte until the
seventeenth century. In 1685 the castle was granted te John
WakKeman (ErckK 1848-32, 268 but it is not certain if this
refers to the motte or not. The motte was refortified,
however , in the 16848z and in 16393 it was stated that the
stones of the chancel of the church were "used in Cromuell's
time to build Loxeudy castle” (Ellison 1975, 11). Writing in
1682 Piers stated that the motte:

"was divided from the mainland by a graff deep and
large, with ramparts of earth and bulwarkKs! +the ditch
was so low carried, as to receive three osr four foot of
the restagnant waters of the lake, cuer which uas by a
drawbridge the entry into the fort" (Piers 1981, 797.

In 1690 the motte wWas refortified by the Jacobites but it was
captured in 1621 after a short siege by the Williamites under
GinKel {(Murtzgh 1974-5, 242-6). The Williamite chaplain, Rew.
George Story, described the "isthmus" on which the motte
stood as:

"faormerly fortified with a double ditch and within that
a stone wall....At the further end, next the broadest
part of the lough stcod a strong Danish fort now
fortified with a ditch tuenty foot breoad and ten foot
deep being also palisaded around" (Murtagh 1974-5, 244).

Description (Pl. 8a)

The motte is situated on a szpur of land Jjutting into Lake
Sunderlin and flanked on the east and west by marshy ground.
The tip of the spur was adapted toc form a large motte and
bailey with enclosing bankK and ditch. The only land approach
iz from the south whare the motte iz protected by a bankK and
ditch, 7.9 m wide, and stone-faced internally. The lakKke side
is defended by a shallow ditch and the bailey. The motte
consists of a conical mound rising from a basal diameter of m
to a flat oval-shaped top measzuring 12 m north-south by 15.5




m east-west. There are the remains of a raised platform, some
9.5 m uwide, on the west cside.

The bailey is situated to the noerth and is separated from
the motte by a shallow ditch scme 1! m wide., It is crescentic
and measures 53 by 25 m. There are masonry fragments on the
east edge of the bailey but it is impossible to determine
what sort of structure iz reprasented. The east end of the
bailey is 1.5 m higher on average than the remainder. This is
probably the result of seventeenth century refortification
works because the raised area is connected to a seventeenth
century bankK which linKs the bailey with the lakKe shore.

The seventeenth century fortifications were depicted in
1681 by Story {in Murtagh 13974-5, Pl, 16} but only traces of
them now survive. On the socuth side the spur of land was cut
off by a deep ditch which was defended internally and
externally by bankKs. All trace of the external bank has
vanished but the ditch is present. This ditch was almost
certainly water-filled originally as Piers describes it. The
ditch was crossed by a causeway defended by a draubridge of
ubhich only some fragments of masonry survive. There wuere
pentangular basticns at +the east and uwest ends of the
internal bankK and traces of these are present. The motte was
protected on the socuth =ide by an inner fortification having
two rectamgular bastions of which no trace survives. The east
side of the spur uWas protected by a locuw bank while along the
west side the ridge was scarped intoc the marshy ground belouw.
The bailey was defended by a stone faced bankK which sKirts
the lake-shore.

Finde of iron slag, cannon balls, muskKet shot and coins
have been made by metal detector users in the peaty soil
beside the lakKe shore immediately fast of the bailey. Animal
bones have also been found, during drainage, socuth-east of
the motte.

2. STONE TOWER 7CASTLE

The function of this building has not been fully
astablishaed. Identified on the 0.5. map as FPlary monastery
(i.e. the Augustinian priory of St. Mary, see below) the
remains have none of the features of a religous house. The
earliest clear reference to the structure is in 1898, during
the siege of Ballvmore, when it is described simply as a
"round stone castle” (Murtagh 1874-3, 244>, The
identification with Plary monastery is based on a local
tradition recorded by O'Donovan in 1837 but his letter
suggests that he was not entirely canwinced:

"mo remains of any buildings are wvisible except one
small round castle, which, though it presents all the
appearances of a strong military tower, is insisted upon
by tradition to be a part of the monastery of Plary"
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{ldalsh 1857, 167

If this local tradition wmas correct it is all the more
surprising that loods, a resident of Ballymore, should have
described the building as "Balivmore Castle" in his Annals of
Westmeath , publ ished in 1987 {Uoaods 1987, 197>,
Architecturally the structure is difficult to date. It uwas
badly slighted in the 1898 siege and lacKs diagnostic
architectural features. The circular plan and the wuall
thicKness are consistent wuwith a late tuelfth or early
thirteenth century donjon but the small arrow loops on  the
ground floor are more typical of the fifteenth century. There
is no evidence that these loops are insertions and this
suggests that the structure is late medieval and is best
intarpreted as a round touwer house. For whom it was built, an
Irizh lord or & religous house, can only be determined by
excavation.

Description (Fig.9; Pl. 18a>

The remains consist of a ruined drum touwer and wall
footings. The TOWER has a base batter and was probably three
stareved originally but only twoc flootrs now survive. It is
built of roughly coursed masonry. Th walls are 2.15 m thick
on average and the internal diameter is 3.8 m. The touer is
entered at ground floor level from the socuth through a large
hole lacKing any splay or Jjambs. It opens into a round
chamber with a pointed barrell vault. Two arrocw locops open to
the north and north-west’ +these have Fflat lintelled rear
arches and are deeply splaved internally. The angle of the
"roof vault appears to have necessitated the thickKening of the
north wall internally and the insertion of & round arch over
the north arrow loop. Close to the door there are twoe holes
in the roof. The first floor is reached by a mural stairs on
the west of the entrance., The stair is barrel vaulted and lit
by narrouw rectangular windsus with internal splay. The +floor
ic filled with the debris from the collapsed upper parts of
the tower. The internal wall Ffaces are lackKing but it
prabably had a large window in both the south and east walls.
The stair appears to have continued up to a second +loor or
roof walK.

There are tuo sections of wall immediately east of +the
touwer. That running east-uwest iz B6.65 m long while the
north-south wall is 4.5 m. Both are approximataely 88cm high.
There iz a hollouw, 4.25-4.5 m across, gast of these footings.
The foundations of a longer wall are alszo visible south east
of the tower. They are discontinuous but run in an easterly
direction for 22 m before turning north for a distance of
4.85 m.

3. PARISH CHURCH OF S€T. MARY
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Today the parish is dedicated to St. Quen or Enain but it
iz clear that St. Mary uwas the mediewval patron <(Bliss and
Twemlow 1984, 188, 452-3; Chart 1835, 37; Tresham 1328, p.
237 no. 98@). Little is Knouwun of the church in the Middle Ages
apart from the names of a few rectors. In 1545 it was chosen
by Henry WIII to be the new cathedral church of the- diocese
of Meath (18 Report Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 147
no. 87873, It is not Known whether the church ever functioned
as a cathedral or not but its selection indicates that the
church was a prominent cne within the diocese. The chancel
was demol ished during the 1830's in order toc provide stone to
strengthen the castle defences (Elliscn 18753, 11). Despite
rebuilding in 1682 the church was described as ruined in 16893
(Elliszson 1973, 112. A new church was constructed with the aid
of the Board of First Fruits in 1827. It iz now ruined and
roofless. The date at which the parish church changed its
dedication to St. Ouen is not clear but it had  occurred by
1693 (Ellison 12875, 113,

Description (Fig. 87 Pl. 89b)

The pre-1798 remains consist ot a small ruinagd
rectangular chapel in the south-east corner of the graveyard.
The masonry consists of roughly coursed mixed stone with
limestone quoins and Jjambs. The steeply pitched gables of the
east and uwest uwalls survive almost completely intact., Maximum
external dims. 8.4 by 5.85 m. The east wall is lit by a plain
rectangular three light window with flat rear-arch and
external hood mould. The north and socuth walls are
featureless except for a shallow rectansgsular recess at the
east end of the north wall. The walls stand t¢ a height of
2.8 m and are 65 cm thickK. There is a plain pointed door with
internal bar-hole in the west wall. Externally there is a
rectangular recess above the door wswhich may have held a
statue or plaque. The building is probably of early
seventeenth century date and Cogan {1887, 493) regarded it
as a mortuary chapel.

4. AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST. MARY

The founder and date of foundation of this monastery are
unknoun but Geynn and HadcockK ¢ 197@, 153) suggest that it was
establ ished about the middle of the thirteenth century. They
regard it as a small foundaticon, probably a dependency of
Tristernagh, which existed o provide chaplains to the
Cistercian convent nearby. It was burned by Cathal 0g 0O
Conchobair in 1363 and by the 0O'Kellys in 1384 (0 hlnnse
1847, 158). The monastery zeems to have declined in the
fifteenth centurv. In 14387 Ludovicus 0 mulvrmnnan sought a
transfer +from the priory because "the poverty of his
canonical position and the slenderness of the fruits of [thel
monastery” could not support him ( Twemlow 1968, 2i6). In 14382
the prior of the monastery, Bernard Ydalayd, stated that its
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fruits uwere barely snoush to support himself and one canon
and complained of the obligation to provide hospitality for
travellers (Tuemlow 1984, 297-8). In the extent of 159@ the
monastery is described as containing "a ruinous church and a
small stone belfry". In 1342 it is more fully described as "a
church with belfry, a dormitory, hall, three chambers,
Kitchen and tuwo stables” (Guwynn and HadcockK 138378, 168>. The
priory was leased to Thomas la Strange it 1566 <11 Rep.
Beputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 128! no. 882), granted
to William Broun in 15894 (16 Rep. Deputy Keeper Public
Records Ireland, 248: no. 5836) and to Francis Shaen before
1587 (17 Rep. Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, B5-6:
nos. 8138-1>.

In 15394 the monastery is referred to as Plare or Plary
{168 Report Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 249: no .
S856) and it was alse Knownm as Clary (17 Rep. Deputy Keeper
Public Records Ireland, 65-8% nos. 8130-1, Irish FRec. Comm.
1834, 244>, a name which Walsh (1857, 183 n.2) suggested uwas
der ived from blarach, a Field. The site marked on the
Ordnance Survey maps as Plary is the one pointed ocut to
g0'Donovan in 1837 but there are difficulties in the
identification. The surviving remains seem to be those of a
castle rather than a monastery and 0'Deonovan was troubled by
this because he remarks +that "though it presents all the
appearances of a strong military tower, [itl is insisted on
by tradition to be a part of the menastery of FPlary" {(Walsh
1957, 18). These remains are discussed above under the
heading store touwer (7castle).

5. CISTERCIAN NUMNERY OF ST. MARY

According to Ware this convent was established in 1218 by
a member of the de Lacy family. Little is Knoun of its
subsegquent history apart from the names of somwe pricresses.,
It appears to have fallen into decline in the fifteenth
century and it has been suggested that it was abandoned
c.1472 (Guynn and Hadcock 187@, 313).

The site is not Known Ffor certain but it may be
identified with the monastery marked on the 0.5. maps at the
scuthern end of Mullaghcloe +townland where it borders on
Clonnamanagh. Here there is a tuwo storey farmhouse with thick
walls which may incorporate parts of an earlier building. Two
pizcinas are built into the house, one in the entrance hall
which is decorated wmith a trefoil in false relief; the other
is in the bathtroom and is not exposed to wview. The ouWhers
informed us that the convent was located in the adjoining
townland of Clonybane (proncunced Cloony manh?,

§. HOSPITAL
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Story's map of 16893 shouws a plain quadrangular building
marKed "the hospital", situated on the zouth-east side of the
village <(Murtagh 1974-5, Pl. 16>, There is rno further
evidence, documentary or otherwise, for this hospital and no
sign of it now survives.

7. OTHER MONUMENTS

Crannogs. Lough Sewndy.

There are a series of =mall islands near the lake shore on
the north and east sides of the lake and it is 1likKkely +that
most are crannogs. The early annalistic references indicate
that there uwas an important crannog here and this was
identified by Q'Denovan in 1837 as the Big Island <CUalsh
1957, 15). This island may have been the site of a residence
but it is too large toc be artificial and cannot be dascribed
as a crannog in the strict sense. A stone causeuway is said to
lead from the shore to Big Island.

Circular earthuwork. Maillaghcloe Td.

Raised circular platform on high ground overloocKing the motte
and lakKe., Possible entrance feature on south and a slight
rice in the centre. Dims. 32 by 27.3 m.

Ringfort. Mullaghcloce Td.

Single bank and ditch with a counterscarp bank on the north
side. Internal diam. 44 m. The entrance is on the east and is
flanked by 3 stone uprights. There are internal traces of
alls and earthuworks. ’

Earthuor. Clonyveey Td.

Immediately south-east of the crossrcads on a Knoll within a
wooded area. Circular platform wxith perimeter bank and a
slight rise in the centre. Biam. 139.5 m. There are irregular
traces of earthuworkKs on the slopes of the Knoll belcu.

Earthuwork. Clonyveey Td.

On the east side of the Kilbeggan road, a short distance from
the site of the Cistercian nunnery. Large rectangul ar
platform set on a ridge. On the south-west side the platform
is 3-4 m high and has an external ditch. On the east it
clopes to ground level and lacks & ditch. In the Ffield
immediately to the north are a series of hollous which may be
the result of human activity.

Battlefield site. Lugacaha Td.
This would appear to have been the scene of an engagement in
the Confederate or Cromuwellian wars (Walsh (8957, 13).




Altar stone and haoly well. Mullaghcloe Td.

On the side of the hill east of +the motte beside the
Ballynacarrisy road. Holy uwell with a modern stone surround,
and a stonebuilt "mass table” with a ractangular inscr ibed
plaque set above. Only half the slab now survives but Cogan
(1867, 483) read it as: ME FIERI FECIT JOANNES DALTON,
SACERDOOS 29 AUG. ANNO DOMINI 18589,

Dims: H. 48 W. 55 cm.

ARCHAECLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Ballymore is a good example af a shrunKen borough. There
iz little ewvidence of disturbance and it 1is 1liKely that
archaeological deposits are intact over a large area of the
site. The historical references together with the presence of
crannogs in Lough Seuwdy indicate that the site was important
in pre-Morman times. Apart from the crannogs there may have
been settlemants near the lake shore and evidence may survive
regarding the transition from pre-Norman to Anglo-Nerman
times., The Knouwn monuments indicate that Ballymere uwas a
substantial Anglo-Norman settlement but itz extent is nat
Knowh, nor is the nature of its houses, streets, and
defences, if any. The <ferm and layout of its medieval
rel igous houses is similarly unknoun’! indeed it is unclear
whether the stone castle (7touder) was a secular or religous
duelling. The motte and bailey iz an important site probably
containing evidence far the history of the settlament in the
fourteenth and Ffifteenth centuries, in addition +to an
important series of sevanteenth century earthuworks. The
historical evidence suggests a decline in the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries but the nature of this decline and the
pattern of the Irish takKe-over remain unKnoun. The surviving
archaeological evidence indicates that the late tuelfth and
thirteenth centuries was & pericd of Pprosperity and it is
liKkely .tc be well represented in archaeological deposits. The
seventeenth century is also likKely to be uwell represented.

In summary , the archaeoalogical datsa indicates that the
boroush has beaen the scene of human activity in Early
Historic and Medieval and post-medieval times. Documentary
records of the site are feuw and in the future archaeclogical
excavation is liKely to be the principal means by which
additional Knouwledge can be obtained. The borough is not
under direct threat from commercial development at present
but its position, mid-way betuween ARthlone and Mullingar, is
ideal for a dormitory toun and it is 1likely to come under
presure from housing developments in the near future.

Area cf Archaeclogical Potential

The shaded portion of +the accompanying map (Fig. 7
delimits the area of archaecological potential within modern
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Ardnurcher. This is based on the extant monuments, the motte,
parish church, stone tower and site of the hospital. It
follous also the approximate area of the town shown on
Story's 1693 map. In addition a group of sites which fall
within the immediate enwirons of +the wvillage have been
highlighted. These comprise the altar and holy uwell in
Mullaghcloe ., circular earthucrks at tMullaghcloe and
Clanyveey, a rectangular earthuocrk at Clonyveey and the site
of the Cistercian nunnery on the border of Mullaghcloe and
Clonnamanagh touwnlands. In the absence of archaeological
excavations nothing cam be =aid about the deapth of
archaeological deposits.
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FORE

Fore is situated on the Kells-Castlepcllard road in
north-east Westmeath in a secluded marshy valley +flanKed by
high ground on the north, east and south. The placename is
der ived from Fobhair, meaning s spring or well. This spring
emerges from a rockK Known as Carraig Bhaile Fhobhair (the
"Ben of Fore") gn the south side of the town. O0'Donovan noted
three other uwells in 183¥, Tebar na cogaine, Dabhach Feichin
and Tobar fualach (ldalsh 1957, B3-4)., Tha toun has shrunk in
s5ize since the middle ages. The present village liss in the
centre of the valley and stretches as far as the aarly
monastic site on the west. The motte was built on higher
ground to the east, while the Benedictine monastary, wuhose
ruins form Fore's most strikKing feature, lies to the north.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Finds of a flat bronze axehead and a gold penannular
bracelet imndicate that +the sita of the Future +town was
frequented by prehistoric man but the first significant
settlement was the monastery founded by St Feichin in the
seventh century. Many of its abbots are recorded in the
annals, the earliest being Connfaeladh who died in 711. The
monastery was plundered and burned on a number of occasichs,
a clear indication of its importance (Guynn and Hadcock (978,
38).,

Fore was granted to Hugh de Lacy as part of the liberty
of Meath in 1172 and in the same vear De Lacy spent a
fortnight at Fore and burned the monastery (A. Tig.2. He may
not have effectively occupiad Fore, however, until c.11i8@
(Orpen 1911-28, ii, 81> and the motte wWwas probably built
sgmetime betuween themn and 1185. The Benedictine priory was
established before 11853 and the settlement had achieved
borough status by c.1235 (MacMNioccaill 18977, 55). Little is
Knoun of the town in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.
On the death of Walter de Lacy in 124! Fore passed o
Geoffrey de Geneville Ffrom whom it passed to Roger de
Mortimer in 1388 (Orpen 1911-20 iii, 2886). It remained in
Mortimer hands until the death of Richard, dukKe of York, in
14680 when it passed to the croun.

By the fifteenth century Fore was an exposed Ffrontier
town of the Anglo-Norman colony. Attack=z by the Irish
resulted in the burning of the priory in 1423 and of the toun
C.1432 (Sevmour 1334; Tresham 1828, 229, 254>. It uas perhaps
as a response to this that Henry VY1 made a grant of murasgse to
the town which was subsegquently reaffirmed in 1462-3 by his
successor Edward IV (Berry 1914, 2357, The pricry was also
fortified at about this time. In 1483 the manor was granted
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toc Thomas, earl of Desmond {Bearry 1914, 301> and in 1475-6 to
Christapher Nugent (Morrissey 1939, 455). Little further is
Known of Fore until 1682 when Piers {13881, 65> stated:

"this toun of Foure .... is at this day but very mean.,
the inhabitants very poor and live in small cottages"

It would appear then that the later fifteenth, sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries wuwere a period of centraction and
recession.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. STREET PATTERN & MARKET PLACE
2, DOMESTIC HOUSES
3. MOTTE AND BAILEY
4. TOWN DEFENCES
S. ST. FEICHINM'S CHURCH & EARLY MONASTIC SITE
TEAMPALL FIONAIN
THE SOUTERRAIN
THE ANCHORITE'S CELL
ST. FEICHINMN'S MILL
6. ST. MARY'S PARISH CHURCH
7. BENEDICTINE PRIORY OF SS. TARURIN & FEICHIN
8. WAYSIDE CROSSES
9. OTHER MOMUMENTS
18. LIST &F STRAY FINDS

1. STREET PATTERN & MARKET PLACE

The modern east-west road through the village may
coincide for part of its course with the medieval main
street. It is evident that it does not ovarly it exactly,
houwever , because the prezent roead bypasses both of the
surviving town gates. The date of the prasent street plan is
difficult to determine. The absence of clear burgagse plots
indicates a lacK of continuity in the centre of the town and
accerdingly it is possible that the street pattern has
changed considerably since the middle ages. Apart Ffrom the
east-uwest street there are tuwo other streets, one leading
rorth towards the Benedictine priory, the other, a lane,
running eastuwatrds past Christian's Castle to the motte.

The markKet place iz in the centre of the village and is
of triangular plan, cccupied by a small willage green. The
site of the town gsaol lies to the north. A small seventeenth
century cross has been erected on the green (:zee Ways ide
Crosses! Fore ! below)d.
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2. DOMESTIC HOUSES

Mone of the houses in the wvillage have diaghnostic
pre-1v80 architeciural features but the masonry of some such
as the Gacl, some uwalls at the rear of houses on the north
gide of the main street, the single storied shed on the east
side of the Green, and the two storied house, now used as a
farm outhouse, immediately north of the shed, may be of
pre~-1708 date. In the absence of detailed masonty studies,
however, this remains only a gueass.

The Gaol is perhaps the best preserved af these
buildings. It is built of roughly coursed limestone and lacks
Jambs or quoins. Only the front facade and short returns of
the side walls survive. It was originally rectangular rith
its long axis aligned east-west., It was at least tuwo storied
ahd has a slight batter at the base. The facade iz 9.5 m loang
and the length of the sast return is 2.35 m. The facade wall
iz 1.3 m thicK and 3-4 m high but the west gable is slightly
higher. The ground flocor wWas barrell vaulted with a fireplace
in the south wall which was later uszed as a doocruway but is
now blockKed up. The remains of a spiral stair are present in
the south-east corner.

2. MOTTE AND BRILEY CASTLE

Orpen £1911-280 ii, 81) suggests that the motte was built
by the elder Hugh de Lacy (d. 1188) but OGraham <1988, 353)
indicates that it may have been constructed closer +to 11892,
The castle of Fore was one of those confiscated +From LLialter
de Lacy by King John in 1218 but it was restored to him in
1215 {(Sweetman 1875-86 i, MNo. 5122. The motte uwas the centre
of a large manocr but after 12153 nothing is Known of its
history except the names of the individuals who cuned it.

Description

The site iz situated on a ridge uwhich affords commanding
views on the socuth and west, but the view to the north and
east is blocked by hills. The moatte consists of an owval-plan
conical mound rising from a baszal width of 42 by 24 m to &
flat top measuring 268.2 by 168.8 m. The bailey is square (18 x
18 m)» and lies south-west of tha motte being separated from
it by a shallow ditch 2.3 m wide. The motte and bailey is
enclosed on the north, easzt, and socuth sides by a steep-sided
ditch 7 m wide with a counterscarp bank, 8-18 m wide., A
fur-ther short zection of ditch, 2.2 m wide, with a bank 11 m
wide, iz present at the north-sast end. On the scuth-uest the
front of the bailey is stone-faced and there iz evidence for
a causeway linkKing the bailey to the rest of +the ridge. At
the north-east end of the ridge there are grass covared
earthuworkKs for a three-roomed rectangular structure 1V m in
length, with a circular depreszion at the west end having a




diameter of 8.7 m.

South-east of thae motte are a number of bankKs and ditchas
running up the side of Gallow's Hill. These may be the
remains of field fences but their date and function is
unclear.

4. TOWN DEFEMCES

Dur ing the Later Middle Ages Fore was a frontier town and
although documentary references are slight it is clear that
it was fortified in the fifteenth century. In 1462-3 Eduard
IV confirmed anh earlier grant of murage by Henry VI, King
between 1422 and 1461 (Berry 1914, 25). -

Description

The exact course of the defences is difficult to trace.
Apart fraom the two gatehcuses only the wall foundations
survive and these are difficult to distinguish from ordinary
field boundaries. Drainage channels have been cut betueen
almaest every field and these have formed banks of much the
same width and height as the toun wall foundations.

The SOUTH GATE <(Fig. 11;? Pl. 11a? iz a rectangular
gatehouse built of fairly evenly coursed limestone. [t stands
on the south side of the road from CrossaKeal opposite the
modern S5t. Feighin's (R.C.> Church. Ornly the ground +floor
survives but the presence of a spiral stair on the west side
indicates that there was an upper level criginally. The
passage is entered through a round arch 2.6 m wide. Some of
the quoins are re-used stones from the Benedictine priory,
and . include one section of +the cloistear arcade. The
north-east wall has an added external batter.

i bank, c.1-1.5 m high and 1.9 m wide, 1runs south-west
from the South Gate up the side of the hill. It is connected
ta a crossing bankK of similar size which skKirts the base of
the Ben of Fore and turns north-west to 1link in with the
Morth Gate. These banKs have a rubble core and there are
traces of stone facing. Further protection appears to have
been added on this side by scarping the side of the hill at
to levels contiguous with the base of the Ben of Fare.

The NORTH GARTE <(Fig. 117 FPi. 1ib is a3 rectangufar
structure with rounded corners on  the notth-west and
couth~-eact angles. It is built of fairly esvenly coursed
limestone and is entered through a round arched gate, 2.8 m
wide, which is blocKed by a modern cross uwall. The passage is
flat-arched and short. Only the ground floor surwvives and
there are no indications of internal chambers. A murder hole
above the gate indicates that there was an upper level but
all trace of it has been removed and is now replaced by



modern repairs. There is a slight batter and a ztring course
on the external wast Fface. There are tuwo 1large internal
recesses in the esast and uwest walls at arch level and ‘these
may have held eyves on uhich the gate was suspended.

There is 1o sisn of defences on the north side of Fore
and presumably the wet marsh which occupies this area wuwas
regarded as defence encugh. The Benedictine priary uwas
protected by its oun defences.

3. ST. FEICHIN'S CHURCH & EARLY MONASTIC SITE

The precise date of Feichin's foundatien is unKnouwn but a
date in the second quarter of the seventh century seems
liKkely. The deaths of its abbots are recorded in the Anhals
from 705 until 1163. The monastery wWwas a Prospercous ohe ahd
was burned or raided in 745, 771, 8@4, 838, 878, 971, 1825,
1663, t@35, 111z, 1114, 1149, 1183, 1189, 1172 and 1176
{(Guynn and Hadcock 1970, 367 LeasK n.d. 3-4). These raids
indicate that it was a monastery of importance but it wuas
probably =eaclipsed, if noet actually supressed, with the
foundation of the Benedictine priory in the 1188s. St
Feichin's church continued to be used throughout the Later
Middle Ages as a parish church, however, and as =zuch it is
mantioned in the ecclesiastical taxatioconh of 1382-8 and in a
lease toc the Barcon of Delwvin in 1567 { Sueetman 1873-86 w,
2397 1! Rep. Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 1654 : No .
18839>. The church wWas in ruins at the time of Bishop
Dopping's visitation of 1882-5 (Ellison 1873, 7.

The early monastic remains consist of a group of isclated
buildings on the uwest side of the village. These comprise St
Feichin's church, Teampall Fionain, a souterrain, the
anchorite's cell, &and St. Feichin's mill. Theare is no
evidence for an enclosure or delimiting feature.

8T. FEICHIN'S CHURCH

This is a simple nave and chancel structure of coursed
limestone masonry (Fig. 127 Pl. 122, The nave measures 11.3
by 7.2 m and the chancel 5.86 by S5 m. Chronologically the
nave is ptre-tuwelfth century while the chancel is an addition
of the thirteenth. The windous of the east uwall uwere blocKed
up in the fifteenth century anhd replaced by a single light.

The CHANCEL was carefully constructed in order to fit
within the space formed by the ahtxe of the nave. The east
wall was originally lit by a twin-light window but this was
partly filled in and replaced by a single light cusped
ogee-headed window with hollowed szpandrels and external
hood. The remains of the zltar table are presant beneath the
Wwindow? this has a rectangular recess and is decorated with
tuo deeply incised equal —armed crosses. The windou is flanked



by tuwo cgorbels whose function is unclear, and there is a wall
cupboard ocn the south side of the east wall. Both the north
and south walls have tuwo rectangular wuwindows with internal
splay? these have flat rear-arches except for oha on the
south side uwhich is pointed. Projecting from the south wall
iz a chamfered piscina with drainage hole. The basin is
shallow and iz 28 cm in diameter and decorated with & half
moulding on the ocuter side.

The MNAVE was originally a complete church with projecting
antae and lintelled west door but most of its east wall was
removed in order tc form the chancel arch. This iz a pointed
arch of pinkKk sandstone, plain except Ffor a small Figure
carved on the lowermost springing stone of the north side
facing into the nave (Pl. 18b). The figure iz seated with his
hands on his Knees, and has a large round head wnith bulging
eves! the legs are crossed at the ankles and he uears a
belted Knee-length tunic. Portiaons of the noerth and scuth
walls have been rebuilt and although they are largely
featureless now, slight traces of a window are present at the
east end of each wall. The uwest wall has a 1lintelled door
with a batter splaving from 98 cm at the head to 118 cm  at
ground level. There is a rebate on the internal sides and an
attempt was made to continue this on the lintel ovar the
docr., Externally the massive lintel is decorated in relief
with an equal armed cross in a circle (P11, 12b). High in the
gable there is a wida flat lintelled window and there are
also tuce corbels protruding from this wall.

Architectural Features

Window Moulding. 15th 1Bth cent.
Small fragment in the chancel., Chamfered.
Dims: L.32 T.280 cm.

Ogee-headed stone. 15th cent.

Chamfered window head of fossilifercus limestone. Set against
the wall of the chancel.

Dims: H.40 W.48 T.21 cm.

Monuments

Cross Head. Pre 12th cent. (Pl. 16a?

Set on a corbel in the east wall. Small disc-headed cross
with chamfered edges. Dacorated in false relief with a
lop~-sided marigold desian.

Dims: H. 48 W. 383 T. 8 cm.

Cross slab. Pre 12th cent.

Quarter of a granite slab decorated with an elaborate cross
within a border. Only one arm, the central boss and part of
the stem of the cross remain. The central boss and the cup
shaped terminals are decorated with a geometric interlaced
pattern.




Dim=: H.79 W.534 T.12 cm.

Cross slab. Pre 1Z2th cent.?

Sandstonesgranite. Rectahgular uwith slightly domed +top. MNow
broken in half and very uWeathered. Decorated with & plain
Latin cross in relief.

Oims: H.114 W.38 T.7 cm.

Grave slab fragment. Pre 12th cent.

On the north =side of the chancel. Probably rectangular
criginally.

Dime ¢ H. 76 W. 82 T. 18 cm.

Font. 13th cent. (Fig. 13>

Inside the door on the north. Fassiliferous limestcne.
Circular basin resting on a square columnatr shaft which rises
from a low square chamfered base. Moulded corners extend from
the basin onte the shaft. These may origiknally have been
decorated with heads but they are very ueathered. The central
drainage hole retains itz lead lining.

Dims: H. 83 W. 623 Diam. of basin 46 cm.

Ree 1983, 117.

Monuments in the Gravevard

High Cross., Pre 12th cent. (Pl. 13b>

LLarge undecorated pierced ringed <cross set on a concrete
shaft east of the church. Fossiliferous limestone. The
repaired head is in three piecas.

Dims* H.118 W.88 T.22 cm.

Grave slab. 13th-14th cent.

Coffin-shaped gray sandsztone slab. Set upside down in the
ground at the east end of the church. It is deeply buried but
iz decorated with an incised cross within & border.

Cims: H.?78 W.42-50 {(mind T.1! cm

TEAMPALL FIONAIN

Piers (16882, B3> stated that Fore contained the ruins of
three parish churches and it seems that the third church was
called Teampall Fionain demolished c.1838 (Walsh 1957, 684:
Stokes 1832, 7-8). It allegedly stood outside the North Gate
but the unusual curwve in the tounland boundary at this point
may preserwve the line of an enclosure and this suggests that
it may have been within the wall. Nothing is Known of the
church apart from its name and location. The dedication to an
Irish saint suggests that the site is of pre-Norman origin
but Teampall dedications have been shoun tc be post-1228
elsenhere in Ireland (Hurley 13803,
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SOUTERRAIN

A souterrain was discovered in 1962 about 68 m zouth-gast
of St. Feichin's church. It was found during the construction
of a hayshead and Has cons iderably damaged before
investigation. It consisted of & short passagse 65 m long, 1.3
m uide and 1.283 m high. It ran in a north-socuth direction
with the entrance at the north end. The soutertrain curved
eastwards towards the scuth but ite full length was not
determined because of collapse. It was built of poor quality
drystone walling, slightly corbelled and roofed with
transverse lintels about 45 cm wide and 382 cm thick (Rynne
1864).

THE ANCHORITE'S CELL

Situated west of St. Feichin's church at the fogot of the
rock outcrop Knocuwn as Carraig Bhaile Fhobhair. The history of
the site cannot be traced before 1320 but it is liKely that
itz origins lie in the Early Historic pericd. The chapel
Archeriorum is first mentioned in the ecclesiastical taxation
of 13P2-8 (Sueetman 1873-86 v, 239) and it is mentioned again
as Archidiorum in the lease of the priory of Fore +to the
Baron of Delvin in 1367 (11 Rep. Deputy Keeper Public Records
Ireland, 184: No. 1A88). Bishop Dopping’'s wvisitation of
1622-5 identifies Archidiorum as the anchorite's cell at Fore
and records that it was then a chapel of St. Feichin's church
{Ellison 1975, 7, 82.

Description (FPl. 13a)

The remains consist of a late 13ths/18th  century touer
kith a nineteenth century mauscleaum of the NMNugent family,
built in the stvle of a church, at its uwest end. A
rectangular sandstocne plaque above the mauscleum door notes
that the touwer was used for that purpose sihce i68@2. The
rlaque bears the MNugent arms and a relief inhscription in
Roman capitals?

THE RIGHT HONORABLE. RICHARD MYGENT EARRLE/ OF
WESTMEATHE AT HIS OLWMNS EXPENCES REBWYILDED THIS, CHAPLE
AND CASTLE FOR/ THE BVYRYINGE PLACE AND. PIOYS YSE OF HIM
SELFE AMND~ HIS SVYCCESSORS ANNCGs DOMINI 1686

The TOWER is rectangular with a projecting stair-turret
onn the west side. It is twoe-storied and constructed of
roughly coursed limestone. Internally it megasures 4,17 by
2.45 m. Externally the south-west corner is rounded 2 m abowve
the ground level and there is a buttress at +the north-unest
corner. There is a string course of recent date above the
first floor which supports the renovated steppad battlements
above. There is a pointed head with broad forehead ' and open
moeuth on the west wall of the stair turret. A limestone



gargovie projects above the first floor on the south wall: it
iz a winged animal but the face has bean smashed off.

The tower is entered from the west through the DNMNugent
mausoleaum and since there is no =ign of any other antry it
indicates that there was orisinally a <chapel on the north
side of the tower. The ground floor has & pointed barrell
Yyault with wickeruworkKk centering. There is a single-light
cusped ocgee-headed window in the east wall and the south wall
has a narrouw rectangular splaved window with flat rear arch.
The west wall has 3 pointed chancel arch leading into the
mausoleum. The north wall has & round arched doorway opening
into the stair turret but it is partly blocKed by a
seventeenth century wall memorial. The spiral stairs are 1lit
by narrow slit windows wWwith internal splay? the top of the
stair has a corbelled roof. The south and east uwalls of the
first floor have single-light rectangular windows while the
west wall has a cusped ogee-headed uwindow which opens into
the mausoleum. There iz a fireplace in the south wall and a
large rececs, probably a latrine, in the north wall. The
latter is half filled, houever, with dressed and cut stone.
The original roof corbellzs are still in situ but the bqilding
was subsequently re-rcofed Ffrom a uwallplate. The upper
courses aof the touwer are modern.

Mohuments

PatricK Begley. liall plagque. 71618,

Set against the east wall of the mausoleum, Side panel cf a
grey sandstone table tomb decorated in relief with a
crucifixion, figures, and angel's heads. Incised inscription
in Roman capitals except for the first tuwo letters which are
in relief?

EN EGO PATRICIVS BEGLE, SACRAE INCOLA EREMI/ HOC LaPIDY
TVMYLO CONDOR, HYMORQVE CAVG- RVPE SVR  AERIA MONVIMEMNTO
ET SEDE SACRATAH, INTEMERATO ADYTC TV SINE LABE DOMOs
avls @vls IS EST, ERGO, QY1 CERNET BY¥TR VIATO, DICAT
EREMCOLAE SPIRITVYS ASTRA PETAT AD 1616.

l.eft of the inscription is a crucifixion with Chirist's head
bent sharply onto the right shoulder. Mary stands with her
hands joined on His right and John on His left., HAbove the
cross are the sun and mocn and the letters INRI are visible
on the upper shaft. The foot of the cross has tuwo sKulls. On
the right of the panel is a damaged figure wearing what is
possibly & long mantle. The head is missing and the hands
are by his side. Above the inscription there are three
stylised angel 's heads with ocutspread wings.

Dims: H.78 L.1897 W.15 cm.

Cogan 1872, 3867 Jrl. Assoc. Memorials Dead Ireland 1 (£1881>
S1é; VYigors 1304-6.

Richard Nugent. liall plagque. 1880.
PinK sandstone memorial inserted into the north wall of the



mausoleum. Set within a moulded Frame., it consists of an
inscription in Roman capitals in relief and an elaborate
acthievement of arms belou.

THE RIGHT HOMNOURABLE RICHARD, MNUGENT EARLE OF WEST
MEATH, ERECTED THIS MONUMENT FOR THE, INTERRINGE OF
HIMSELFE AND HIS SUCCESSORS aAND ALSO IN SPETIALL. MEMORY
OF MARY COUNTES OF/ WEST MEATH HIS WIFE AND OoF
CHRISTOPHER. LORD BARROM OF DELYIMN HIS ELDEST, SONN
WHIEH SAID COUNTES ANDs CHRISTOPHER ARE HERE WYMNDER/S
INTERRD ARNNC DOMINI 1680

The arms consist of a circular medallon with tws bars ermine.
The cocKatrice is placed above a corconet and is surrounded by
mantling. Below the shield is a sKull and crossed bones, an
hour-9lass and the words MEMENTO MORI.

Dims® H.178 W.182 . of surround 18 cm.

Jrl. Rssoc. Memorials Dgad Ireland 1 {1831) 58.

Table tomb pilaster. 17th caent.

Standing against the easzt wall of the mauscleum. Rectangular.
It consists of an engaged column decorated with leavy designs
zupported on a draped base.

Dims: H.82 W.26 T.12 cm.

ST. FEICHIN'S MILL.

A small rectangular building north of St Feichin's church
is pointed out as St. Feichin's mill. It is =ituated close to
a spring and the ground is continuously Fflooded with wuwater
which runs around and through the building. The structure is
of roughly coursed limesitone with a very wide batter on the
north side. The north and south walls survive to a max. H. of
3 muhile the west gable iz 5 m high. High up on the
south-uweszt gable is a stone with the inscription 'S49 T Mc D
1895°'.

B. ST. MARY'S PARRISH CHURCH.

The foundation date of this church is not Known but it is
probably coeval with the foundation of the borousgh. It is
first menticned in the ecclesiastical taxation of 1382-6
{Sweetman 1875-86 v, 239). It was leased to¢ Christopher
Nugent, baron of Delwvin in 13687 (11 Rep. Deputy Keeper Public
Records Ireland, 164! no. 1883>. Bishop Dopping's wvisitaticon
of 1882-5 noted that the church was in disrepair before 1648
(Ellison 1373, 7.

Description

The ruins of this late medieval church lie in the o¢ld
graveyard north of the modern S5t. Feighin's <{(R.C.)» church.
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They consist of the grass-covered foundations of the north
and south uwalls, a short section of the west wall and +the
full gable of the east wall which is covereaed in ivy. Roughly
coursed limestone masochry with internal dimensions of 19.8 m
by 7.1 m. The east wall has & small single light ogee-headed
Wwindow with undecorated hollow spandrels and a hood moulding.
The uwest uwall lacks features and stands tc & height of about
2 m. LeaskK {n.d. 18) mentions a trough-shaped piscina beneath
a windouw Jjamb at the east end of the south wall but it is no
longer visible.

The Penal Chapel

The ruins of this building stand at +the west end of the
gravevard. They consist of fragments of the north, east and
south wall which are possibly of seventeenth century date.
They are ivy-clad and stand +to a height of 3-4 m uwith
internal dimensions of 26.5 by 5.85 m. Seme plaster remains
on the returns of a late pointed dcor uwith cut stone jambs in
the south wall. There are twoc walls running noerth from the
centre of the church for a distance of c.2.9 - 4.5 m with a
distance betuween them of 6.2 m. Their function is unclear.

fArchitectural Fragments

Pizcina. 7?17th/18th century.

Rectangular blocK of fossilifercus limestone built inte the
modertn south wall of St. Mary's graveyard. Small round
bottomed basin.

Dims ¢ H.24 W. S8 Diam. of basin 23 cm.

Window mullion and jambs. 15th/16th cents.

A number of dressed and cut stone fragments, including ohe
chamfared windouw mullicenh, are used as gravemarkKers while
others have been built intoc the enclosing walls of the modern
gravayvard.

Finial. ?15th cent.
H. 18 W.29 cm.

Mornumants

Font. 7Medievsl.

Half buried in the gravevard wuwest of +the church. Lichen
covered pinK sandstone. Tub-shaped with circular basin. No
drainage hole.

Dimst: H, c.4@ Diam. of font. 45 Diam. of basin 30 D. of
basin 294 cm.

Roe 1868, 118.

Cross slab. Date?
Within the church. Upright limestone slab with an incised
equal armed cross with bars at the terminals.
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Oims: H.98 {min? W.33 T.S5 cm.

Remun Fitzsimons, 1613.
In the north return of +the chahcel wall. Small sandstone
block with Roman inscription in false relietf:

IHS, REMYNS FISIMVYNs,, EIRES INs 7?EPOCfaind. AIILLr
nOVEMB, 16KILI

Dimst H.23 W.23 cm.
Jrl. Assoc. Memorials Dead Ireland 1 <1888-92), 588:; 4
(1833-1380>, 134.

Qliver Mugent uwall plague. 16880.

Pink sandstone slab fixed to the north side of the east wall.
Mugent arms placed abouvea an ihcised commemorative
inscription. The flattened shield has two bars ermine with a
crescent for the second son surrounded by elaborate mantling
and the crouwn and cocKatrice of the MNugents. The motto is
DECREY1. Inscription in Roman letters:

THIS MONUMENT WAS FIRST. BEGUN FOR OLIVER MNUGENT/ OF
BELEMA IN THE COYNTY, OF MEATH ESQ@ BROTHER TO.~ THE
{ HIJIONORABLE RICHARD, LORIDI BAROM oF DELVIN BY/
chrisTOPHER MNUGENT HIS/ Son aMND HEIRE WHICH OLIVER. DIED
THE 17 of MARCH 15839 AND., WAS HERE ERECTED AT THE EO0ST/
AMND CARE OF ROBERT NUGENT OF/ CLONE GIRACH AND XPHER Nt/
GRAND CHILDREN TO THE Sd. MPHER OF NICHOLAS & ROBERT/
SONS OF OLIVER Nt OF WILLIAMS XKPHER EDMOND & RICHARD/S
SONS OF JAMES Nt BOTH NEPH/ EUS TO THE Sd AND OF EDMOND/
N GRAND CHILD TCQ THE Sd MPHER/ & THOMAS HIS S0N FOR THE
INTERRING GF THEM & THER. POSTERITY ANNO DOM 1680 GOOD
HXPIANS PRAY FOR. THESE HERE INTERRD.

Dims:! H.!34 W.83
Jrl. Assoc. Memorials Dead Ireland 4 ¢ 1898-189e8>, 134, 487.

Robert Nugent. 1633.
Set intce the south side of the east wall of +the church.
Marrocw sandstone slab with a worn incised inscription:

THE MONUMENT WAS BUILT BY ROBERT NUGENT/ [SON TO JAMES
F1TZ CHRISTOP IJHER OF BELEA/ [ IN THE COUNTY OF MEATH ESQ.
FOR] INTERRIING OF HIMSELF/ AND HIS SUCCESSOIRS AND/ [ IN
SPECIAL MEMORY OF HIS WIFEIl EL[LIIMLORI N UGENT, OF
BRACKLEN ESQRE WHO DIJED/ (THE K®KTH DAY OF XBER ANND
OJGLMI 16831,

The missing letters are supplied from Isaac Butler's notes
{Jrl. Assoc. Memorials Dead Ireland 1 (1888-31), 568).
Dims: L.128 H.35 cm.



Miss ing Monuments
1616 slab.

Dr Beryl Moore, in her unpublished notes in the County
Library MNavan, mentions the existence of a large tablet owver
the north entrance toc the penal chapel. It was dated 1516 and
depicted a figure in a hair shirt. M~ Paddy Healy also
mentioned to us that this was seen by him in one of the local
public houses but inquiries failed to locate its whereabouts.

7. BENEDICTINE PRIORY OF SS., TARURIN & FEICHIN.

After the Anglo-Morman invasion the churches of Fore and
their endouments uwerz granted, apparently by Hugh de Lacy., to
the Benedictine abbey of St. Taurin at Evreux in  Normandy
{Guynn and HadcocK 13970, 1@68; Orpen 1911-2@ ii, 82). This can
hardiy have occcurred before c.1188¢ while Guynk and Hadcock
(1gv7@, 186> have pointed cut that this must have happened
baefore 1185. The endouments of the priory were increased by
Walter de Lacy in or hefore 1218 (Gilbert 1884 ii, 311).

Fore was frequently takKen into the King's hands., and
del ivered to a guardian, during the Hundred Years War because
it was an alien house dependent onh a French abbey. In 13248
the-prior (and guardian), William Tessone, was granted part
of the revenues to support himself and five monkKs, possibly
the complement of the priory at this date (Seymour 1334, 69),.
In 1384 the priory’'s revenues uetre committed to the prior
John Crovs, who was to use them for the support of a chantry
consisting of the prior and three chaplains which again may
indicate the complement of the priacry (Seymcur 1934, 86-7).
The priory was +fortified during the +Ffirst half of +the
fifteenth century in respconse to raids from the Irish wheo
attacked the priory lands in 1423 and again in 1423 {Seymour
1934, 68>. William Englond, prior o¢f Fore from 1418, and
William Croys, prior from ¢.1441, are both credited with
having erected "divers castles" for the defaence of the priocry
(Seymour 1934, 88-9; Leask n.d. 21-2; Tresham 1828, 254’
Berry 1916, 145). In 1445 parliament removed the priory from
Evraux and made it an independent house <(Guynn and Hadcock
1878, 1€6).

it the Dissolution the extent of the priocry records
"cartain castles or touwers, and other houses or buildinss of
stone at present in sufficient repair....they are wvery
neceszary for the defence of the country against the attacks
of the wild Irish on the King's subjects" (White 1843, 271).
The priory uas granted to Matthew King in 1548, Sir William
Seyntlouwe in 1531, and Christopher hugent, baron of Delvin,
in 1567 (White 1943, 271! Morrin 1861, 253, 306: 11 Rep.
Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland 184: no. 188%).




Description (Fig. 147 Pls. 13c-16>

Lying 10 the north of the village, the abbey is situated
at the scuthern end of a Knoll, Known as KnocKnamcnaster,
which is surrounded by wetarcund on all sides except +the
east., The remains consist of the priory complex and a series
of ocutbuildings ., including a dovecot, and earthucrkKs on
KnocKnamonaster.

THE PRIORY COMPLEX

The buildings are grouped arcund a rectangular cloister
(Fig. 14; Pl. 14y, The church lies to the north., the
refectory and Kitchern on the south, apartments and other
domestic buildings on the gast and west. The basic lavout of
the monastery belongs to the early thirteenth century but it
was considerably remodelled in a number of building campaigns
during the fifteenth. In general it can be remarkKed that the
size of the monastery contracted during the fifteenth century
and new buildings were constructed in order t¢ accommodate to
the monastery's changing role. The thirteanth cantury church
was a long narrouw building with a chapel on its north side?
this was shortened during the fifteenth century by the
insertion of a touer at the west end and the blocKing of the
arches leading to the north chapel, which szems to have
fallen into disuse. The original east range probably had a
chaptar raom immediately scuth of the sacristy but during the
fifteenth century this wing was totally remcdelled in order
to provide domestic apartments and a residential touwer Was
constructed over the sacristy. The thirteenth century
cloister enclosed & larger area than its fifteenth century
counterpart. A nhew refectory was censtructed in the fifteenth
century immediately north of the cld one, uhich wuwas then
democl ished. The wWest range was also remcdelled in the
fifteanth century when its upper floor was convertad intoc the
monkKs dormitory.

The Church

This is a narrow building of roughly coursed mixed stone
divided intoc a nave and choir by tuwo rows of steps. The basic
fabric is of thirteenth century date but a tower was added at
the west end in the fifteenth. The easzt wall of the CHOIR is
iit by three round-headed lancets,. These have round rear
arches and a wide internal splay terminating in Jjambs with
caoncave chamfears. The inner sills slope downwards to a
moulded stringcourse. The north wall has two round-headed
Windous, partly rebuilt ¢.187V8, uwuhile in the socuth there is a
twin round arched niche for piscina and ambry. The plaster on
the inside of the niche is painted with a masonry design of
rectangles, ocutlined in red-broun with red rosettes in every
second space (Fl1. 13c). Leask (n.d. 12> notes that this
design was continued on the Wall above the pisina but there
iz no trace of it now. ARbove this are +two rouws of stone
corbels, supporters for the roof gutters, at different
periods. A door in the south wall leads into the sacristy and



provides accesz to the stair leading to the Eastern Touer.
The north wall of the MNAVYE is largely featureless and was
rebuilt ¢.1878. A door near its west end opened northuards
into a narrouw rectangular room of which only the foundations
survive. The west end is delimited by a tower added in the
fifteenth century. This has a stair turret projecting toc the
north to which access is had directly from the nave. There
are four round-headed clearstorey windouws in the the -south
wall, one of which is blocked by the =south wall of the
western tower. Immediately north of +the nave are the
foundations a chapel which was reached throusgh tuo arches in
the nave north wkall but these uwere obliterated when the
modern wall was constructed.

Mohuments

Tuo cross slabs are set against the external south wall of
the nave. Their findplace is not recorded but it is liKely
from their position that they unere found in the cloister and
probably represent the burial place of two priocrs.

Cross slab. 13th-14th cents.

Coffin shaped sandstone slab ocutlined by an incised line and
decorated with an incized cross patee with elongated stem.
The surface of the stone has been deeply scored.

Oims: H.I7?S W.47-35 T.18 cm.

Cross slab. 13th-14th cents.

Weathered coffin shaped granite slab with an incised
fleur-de-1is cross.

Dims: H.1688 k.428-38 T.18 cm.

The llest Tower

This four-storied rectangular building with projecting
stair-turret was a residential tower. The ground floocr has a
rectangular splaved windou with an almost flat rear arch in
the north wall and a blocKed-up opening (?uindow? in the uwest
wall, The west wall itsaelf incorporates parts of the original
west gable of the thirteenth century church. The first floor
was supported on fluted corbels which project from the north
and south walls. Externally the jambs of the original west
door are present at the southern end of the west wall. The
first floor was barrell vaulted and has a rectangular window
in the north wall and a narrow +Flat-headed window in the
east. The second flocor has a flat-arched rectangular window
with internal splay in both +the east and wsest walls, a
fireplace in the west wall and a garderohe in the east. The
third flocor has similarly positioned windouws but these have
the addition of windouw seats. It would appear to hawve beean
the main living room of the tower and has a latrine in the
north~west corner and a fireplace in the west wall. There is
a wall cupbeoard in the south wall and alsc a fine cusped
ogee-headed window with plain spandrels and internal wuwindow
seat. The corbels which supported the tower rocof are in the
east and uwest walls? +these consist of re-used thirteenth
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century stvle capitals and bases which Leask (n.d. 13>
suggests were taken from the nave arches leading into the
north chapel. The fourth floor, the parapet leval, is markKed
externally by a drainage course but its battlements are nou
missing. The stair turret was carried up above the parapet
level but its crenellated parapet is alsc missing.
Immediately west of the touwer are the foundations of a s=mall
rectangular structure., Its contemporaneity with the touwer is
indicated by a fireplace in the west wall whose Fflue LlinKs
into those on the tcuer's upper floors. A number of masonty
fragments of cut and dressed stone are collected in the
ground floor.

The Cloister Arcade (Pl. 15)

The cloister is reached throuah a3 pointed door in the south
wall of the nave. The cloister arcade is delimited by a lou
wall which was built in 1912 upon the foundations of the
original. Each side of the arcade uwas divided into three bavs
by broad piers and in each bay there were four sub-arches,
Six arches have been assembled from fragments found in 1312.
Theze shouw that the cinquae-cusped and pointed arches are
suppoarted on shafted dumbell piers rising from rectangular
bases. The pier spandrels uwere decorated with ogee headed
niches, one of which displays an escutcheon of two bouwed arms
holding a cross~hilted sword with a wolf's head above (Pl.
15b>. Some of the webs are decorated with a leaf design in
relief,. Leask ¢ 19682, 146> has pointed out the close
similarity between this arcade and +that at Bective, Co.
Meath, which he suggests are the works ¢f the same masochs.

The East Tower

This was a residential tower built in the fifteenth century
above the sacristy of the church. It is rectangular with a
projecting turret at the south-east angle which accomocdates
the latrine and latrine chute. It has +thtree Ffloors with
parapet and turret levels abeve. The ground floor {(sacristy)
has a low altar beneath the east window, which is & narrou
rectangular slit with internal splay and Fflat rear-arch.
There is a wall cupboard in the west wall and a blocKed-up
arch which originally gave access 1o the cloister. Leask
t{n.d. 13) mentions colour decoration on the wall plaster but
this is no longer visible. Access to the +irst and second
floors is by a straight stair against the west wall. The
first floor is entered through a linteglled door: it has a
barrel vaulted roof ocver a low chamber 1it by a narrow window
in the east wall similar to that on the ground floor. The
second floor has flat arched rectangular windows with concave
splay and window seatz in the eatt and west uwalls. There is a
latrine in the south-east corner, a later <+fireplace in the
north-east corner and wall cupboards in the north and south
walls. The latrine is lit by three rectangular slit windous
with internal splay. A door in the south wall opens inta the
roof level of the south range, while on the north a narrocu
slit window with internal splay looKs inte the church. BAccess
tc the upper floors is by a spiral stair in the socuth west
angle. The third floor has flat arched rectangular windows in
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the north, south and east uwalls, the latter two of mhich have
window =seats, There ic a latrine in the socuth-east angle
turret, which probably had a timber floor originally forming
a small chamber. There are three uwall cupboards in the north
wall and a small cusped ogee-headed window in the west wall.
Externally there is a swmall granite head on the garderobe
turret. The fourth flocor is the wallwalk level protected by
stepped parapets and having a bell-cote on the =south wall.
Both the stair and garderobe turret continue above this o
turraet level.

The East Range

This normally contains the chapter house, a passage tc  the
exterior and apartments on the ground floor with +the monkK's
dormitory overhead., The original thirteenth century structura
probably contained these apartments but +the rebuildina of
this range in the fifteenth century has obscured thaem, and
only the foundations of the thirteenth century east wall
survive outside the fifteenth century wall. The chamber
immediately south of the sacristy is teoc louw and ill-1lit to
have functioned as a chapter house, while the c¢hamber south
of that again was evidently used as a duelling room because
it has a fireplace. Indeed the purpose of the fifteenth
century remodell ing appears to have been to provide duelling
rooms in this area.

South of the sacristy is a long fifteenth century
building divided into two chambers at ground lewvel by a
barrel vaulted passage. The chamber immediately south of the
sacristy, in the position of the chapter room, is entered
from the cloister through a pointed dgoor. it has a round
barrell vaulil with two flat arched rectangular windows in the
east wall and a recess in the south. The scuthern chamber is
entaered through a pointed door from the paszage. It is also
barrell vaulted. There is a fireplace and a flat arched
rectangular window in the east wall, a receszed alcove with
Window and window seats in the south wall, a latrine in +the
south-uwest corner and small wWall cupboards in the north and
west walls., The first floor is reached by a stair on the
horth side of the passage which is entered through a poeinted
door. It opens onto a narrow lobby in the +thickKness of the
east wall from which access to the northern and southern
chambers is had by means of lintelled doors. The northern
apartment has tuwo windows in the uwest wall, while in the east
there was & gardercbe, fireplace and a window with windouw
seat. It iz evident that the szouthern apartment was built
onto the refectory because a window in the refectory's east
wall looKs into it. A door in the uwest uall leads intoc the
refectory. There are two windows, one with window seat, and a
fireplace in the east wall, and two =slit windous with
internal splay and a garderoche in the south. B spiral stair
in the scuth-east angle leads to the third +floor which
appears to have been the wallwalk level. Only a fragment of
the third flocor surwvives in the socuth-east angle.

The Refectory
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The foundations of the thirteenth century refectory lie south
of the cloister immediately east of the Kitchen. In the
fifteenth century, houwever, a new rafectory usas built to the
north of the old ocne. The ground flgor, prcbably used as
stores, Was divided into three rooms. These internal
divisions are represented only by footings. The easternmost
was entered from the cloister through a pointed door, nou
blocked up. It is a narrow room with a splaving slit in the
south wall and a door leading inte the central chamber in the
west. The central chamber is also narrow and is lit by =&
cingle s1it window in the south wall and access toc the
western chamber is throush a door in its west wall. The
western chamber has a circular setting of stones roughly
placed in the centre., There iz a blocked window in boeth the
south and west walls, and there is a blocked door in the
north wall immediately east of the present apening from the
cloister. The refectory uwas on the first floor. It was lit by
three windouws in the south wall and four in the north!: each
is flat-arched and rectangular with window seats. There is a
windouw in the east wall and &a door leading into the
apartments of the e2azt range. There is one window in the west
wall and a service stair in the scuth-west angle !inKing +the
refectory directly with the Kitchen. Fragmentary remains of
the wallwalk level zurvive above the service stair.

The llest Range

At the socuth-western corner of the cloister a docruay leads
westwards through a block of masonry which markKs the position
of a circular stair leading to the upper storey of +the
western range which was evidently the dormitory of the monKs
in the fifteenth centurv. The building was three storeyved
with & barrel wvault over the ground Ffloor, It has a
thirteenth century fireplace in the uwest wall with a hood or
breast of stone supported on corbels above. The west wall was
considerably thickened in the fifteenth century when it was
cased both inside and out by new walling. During this
rebuilding a neuw fireplace was formed in Ffront of the old
one, a garderocbe touwer was added, and the three windous,
which are splaved internally and externally, were inserted.
The east wall was alsoc rebuilt, slightly to the east of the
cld one and it was at this time that the wvault was
constructed. The dormitory was on the first Fflgor but only
its northern half survives. There are three windous in the
west wall, twoe wall cupboards and a garderobe., 1it by tuwo
slits. Qne window surwvives in the east wall but there are
traces of two others. The only surviving piece of the second
floor it the gardercbe tower and a section of the chimhey
flue immediately toc the north. The south wall has been
rebuilt in modern times.

The Kitchen

Fhis lies on the south-uest side of the refectory. It is a
rectangular thirteenth century building with an oven on the
south side. The north-east angle was remodelled in the
fifteenth century wkhen the new trafectory uwas built. This
remodell ing consisted of the insertion of a new door and a
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service stair linkKing the Kitchen with the refectory.

The Mill

lest of the Kitchen are the Ffoundations of a&a rectansular
building with a sluice at the scuth-uest angle. It wuwas

separated from the Kitchen by a small chamber from which it
was entered through the east wall. The north and west walls
are gapped.

The South-uwest Gate
Immediately south of the mill, and at the zouth-west angle of
the complex, are the remains of a round-arched gate. Its
presence indicates that the monastery uwas originally bounded
by a precinct uall.

Buildings north of the Priory Complex

The flat ground between the abbey and KnocKnamonaster has a
number of earthuworkKs which presumably represent monastic
cut-buildings. About 2@ m north of the uwnest touer is a
rectangular building, 15.8 by 6.3 m, whose walls of roughly
coursed limestone stand to a height of about ! m. The dressed
jJambs of a door are present in the west uall and, south of
it, the basal steps aof an external stair. Leas¥X <n.d. 18>
noted a fireplace at the north end but it is no longer
visible. East of +this buildina are the grass covered
foundations of 3 wall running across - the edge of
KnocKnamonaster. A breakK in the foundations may indicate a
gatenay.

KNOCKNAMONASTER

This low hill north of the priory complex formed part of
the monastery precinct and was enclosed by defences. The
slope of the Knoll was scarped near its base to form a
platform on the west, north and east sides. OQOutside +this
there iz a ditch with a counterscarp bank. The platform is
S.2 muwide on averade wWhile the ditch is 4.8 m wide at +the
mouth? the counterscarp bankK ranges in height from one to tuo
metres and is four metres wide. There are the remains of a
gateway on the north side with & stone built causeuway leading
nor-thwards from the ¥Knoll through the defences. The bankKk has
a gap on the west side also and anocther gate may have stood
here. The precinct defances probably continued on the east
side as far as the south-east gate but they have been
ploughed ocut and are not wvisible. Thetre are a hnumber of
irregular banks on top of the Kncll but they do not conform
to any pattern and what they represent is unclear.

The Dowecot

Located above the scarp, north east of the priory complex.
fgbout half the building survivez to a height of 1.2 m. It has
an internal diam. of 2.35 and the walls are 1.15 m thickK. The
louwer draessed jambs of an east door are present.

The South-23st Gatehouse



This tuwo storied rectangular building has two touwers on
the east facade. The south and wWest walls are battered
externally and the remains of a small round atrchuay are
attached to the sguth-east angle. Some walls of a modern
out-house survive on the west. The north-east touer was
three-storied with =mall chambers on each floor. The ground
floor is barrell-vaulted and divided longitudinally intoe tuwo
rooms. The northern room has a chimney in the north wall, and
& splaved rectangular windouw and door in both the east and
west walls. The socuthern room is entered from the north and
thas a fireplace in the south wall and a rectangular windouw in
the east wall. The first floor is a single chamber with the
remains of a tiled floor of recent date. The north wall has
collapsed but there are three rectangular splaved uwindous
with flat rear arch in the east wall and a small Ffireplace in
the south wall.

8. WAYSIDE CROSSES

There are at least ten wuWavside crosses in the immediate
vicinity of Fore. They are described here under the towniland
in which they are situated.

Ben (. 17th cent.

Situated on the east side of the Fore - 0Oldcastle road within
a recess a short distance +from Clonageeragh 1. Plain
disc-headed cross of congleometrate in tuo sections. The edges
of +the =s=haft are chamfered and *the base, recorded by
Crawford, is no longer wisible,.

Dims: H. overall 136 (min) W. of shaft 39 T.22 cm
Crawford 1928, B0 MNo. 11.

Ben 2. Uncertain date.

On the QOldcastle road, marked by the 0.5. as "St. Feighin's".
Raised platform of sarth and stones but the cross is missing.
Crawford 1928, 8@-B1: No. 12

Clonageeragh 1. 17th cent.

On the west side of the Fore - Oldcasztle road due north of

KmocKnamonaster. Oval disc-headed sandstone cross with short

arms. Rectangular chamfered shaft in three pieces, lacKing

its upper shaft. One section iz set in a roughly c¢cut

rectangular base resting on a stone plinth., One Fface is

decorated with & cruicfixion in false relief. Christ iz shoun

as a short crudely carved torso with His arms raised above

His head following the shape of the cross. The head and feet

are missing.

Dims: Shaft: H. overall 142 (min) W.of shaft 24 T. 18 cm
Base: H.28 W.99 T.79 cm

Crauford 1928, 60: No. 1@.

Clonageeragh 2
In a field on the uwest side of the Fore -~ Qldcastle road,
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west of Hounslow House. Rectangular cross base with central
perforation roughly cut from a sandstone block. A small stone
mouhd iz located beside it. A limestone gatepost, a spud
stone and a limestone water spout are alse gathered here.
Accarding to Crawford the shaft and head of a disc headed
cross uwere here but Moore (unpublished notes) records that
the cross-head was used to fill % hole about 1344.
Dims: H.I18 W.62 T.58 c¢m

Mortice 21 x 14 cm
Crawford 1928, 59! No.9.

Clonageerash 32
In a field on the north side of +the Fore *to Castlepollard
road a short distance from Fore. Disc-headed cross in three
sections. The rectangsular base is morticed and roughly cut
from a blocK of pink sandstone which is set upon a mound of
stones. The cross head is covered with shallocuw agrocoves and
haz an upper shaft. The arms are missing and the edges of the
shaft are chamfered.
Dims® Head and shaft! H.B@+328 W.27V T.1E

Base: H.18 W.53 T.58

Mortice 38 x 20 T.19 cm
Crawford 1928, 58-9: MNo.S9.

Fore 1. 17th cent.

Small disc headed cross with short arms and upper shaft. The
material is conglomerate and it is set into a conglomerate
baze on the willage green. The edges are chamfered and one
face is decorated in false relief with a crucifixion set
within a panel. Christ is shouwnh as a small chubby figure uwith
short hair and a square perizonium. His head is uprisght, +he
arme are horizontal and the feet are nailed separately. There
iz a tri-lobed design in the spandrels under His arms.

Dims: H. 88 W. of shaft 22 T.13 cm. Crauwford tggga, &2t
Mo. IB.

Fore 2. 17th cent.

Undecorated disc-headed limestone cross with short arms and
upper shaft built into a8 recess on the roadside coutside St.
Feighin's Schecl. The lower shaftt is tapered touwards the head
and it has chamfered edges.

Dims: H.136 W.28-21 cm

Crawford 1928, 62! No. 17.

Lakill and Moortoun 1 & 2. 17th cent.
Four fragments of two crosses are on the north side of the
road a short distance west of the north gate.

1. Undecorated shaft fragment with chamferaed edges set in a
roughly cut rectansular base.
Dims:! Shafts H.3¢ W.28 T.2@

Base:® H.28 W.B5 cm.

2. Two pinkKk sandstone shaft fragments. One is part of the
Latin shaped cross-head. Both have chamfered edges and are



decorated in false relief, The cross-head has the lower part
of a figure wearing a Knee-lesngth garment on one face, and onh
the other the trun¥X of a man with his hands resting on his
Knees. The smaller section of shaftt has a lattice design on
ohe face, the other is plain.

Dims: H. S7 (22+ 37> W.22 T.12 cm

Crauford 1928, 51-2: MNo.l4.

Lakill and Moortown 3. 17th cent.
Squat undecorated disc-headed cross with short arms. On  the
north side of the Fore - Castlepcilard road, about 1Km west
of Fore. It rests on a roughly cut +two tiered ractangular
base. The upper and lower shaft is missing.
Dims: HMHead: H.38 W. across arms 682 T.168 com

Base 1 H.29 W.B2 T.353 cm

Base 2 H.168 W.76 T.56 cm

Crawford 1828, B1: No. 13.

Miss ing Crosses

Fore 3

A disc-headed cross brought from St. Mary's gravevard to St.

Feighin's.
Crauwford 1923, E2: No. 135

FORE 4

A cross base placed beside Fore 2.
Cranford 18928, 62! No. 18

9. OTHER MOMUMENTS

Holy ldells

Tobeaernacaogany
In the field north of the rcad from St Feichin's church.

holed stone of cohglomerate iz deeply buried in the aground
beside this well. The "wishing tree", Knouwn locally as the

tree that will not burn, is in the same field.

ODoaghfeighin

ODelimited by a quadransular setting of upright stones about |
m square and 1 m high. The west side is formed from dry stone

walling.

Toberfoolagh
A low grassy Knoll uwith a hollow in the centre.

Other Features
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"Stonvmound®". Clonageeragh Td.

Immediately north of Knocknamonaster. Round stone mound 294 m
in diameter at the base tapering to an oval sloping summit
measuring 1@ by 8.7 m. It ranges in height from S to 6 m, and
the summit slopes downhuwards from north to south., It is built
on the socuth end of a raised crescentic platform, 2 m high.
Some stone has bean gquarried from the side of the mound.
North of the mound there are the grass covered foundations of
two rectangular structuresz ocn the platform. The largear
measures 7.3 by 6.1 m, the smaller 6.4 by 5.2 m. There are
traces of a low bankK delimiting the mound on the south-east
side.

Christian's Castle
MarKed on the 0.S. map it was presumably & late medieval
touwer house but nothing survives on the site today.

8. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. Bronze flat axehead of Ballyvalley tvpe. Found near Fore
Abbey, Co. Westmeath. MNvI 1894:15. Harbiszon 189635a, 46:
No.13903.

2. Gold bracelet with expanded terminals. Probabkly Later
Bronze Age. From Fore Abbey, Co. Westmeath. NMI W.97. Wilde
1857, Fig. 582 Armstrong 1928, 94, 428, Pl. 18: 384; Tavlor
198@, Co Wm 4.

3. Bronze harp peg. From Fore Abbey, Co. Westmeath. NMI 1934:
411, .

4. Brass crozier-head from Fore Abbey, Co. Hestmeath. NMI
L1931:13~ L1882:1., Archaeol. Jrl. 12 (1855)», 277 Gentlemah's
Mag., 44 (18552, 81; Jrl. Roy. Soc. Antiqs. Ireland 53 ¢ 1923y,

iva.

S. Base portion of a gilt broenze censer. Found at Fore Abbey,
Co. Westmeath., NMI 18391:19.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

The Problems

Fore is important +to archaeoclogical research for tuo
reasons. Firstly, it iz the site of an important Early
Christian monastery mhich was developaed by the Anglo-Normans
into & chartered touwn and excavation will provide information
not only on the status of the early monastery but also on the
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rhature of the transformation From church site +to toun.
Secondly, Fore is one of the finest examples of a shrunkKen
medieval toun in Ireland and undisturbed archaeological
deposits are liKely to survive over a considerable area. in
addition to these the possibility of prehistoric activity on
the site also must be borne in mind.

The surviving buildings and +the documentary evidence
indicate that Fore uwas an important monastery in pre-Norman
times but a great deal still ramains to be discoveraed about
it. The extaent of the early monazstery is not Khoun and there
are no clear traces an enclosure. The souterrain indicates
that there were domestic buildings associated with the
mocnastery and the naturse, date and extent of theze alsco
remains to be determined.

The archaeolcgy of the Anglo-Morman touwn is important for
the understanding of the changesuvear from the pre-Norman
sgttliement to a fully fledged medieval toun. The decay of
Fore seems to have begun in the fifteenth century but the
nature of the +toun's decline is not understood. It is
puzzling for instance that this is alsoc the pericd which sees
cons iderable building activity in the Benedictine priory and
the construction of the town defences. The sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries are wvery much a blank whan there is
little architectural or documentary evidenca far any activity
en the =site. Yet it iz evident that the *town continued to be
inhabited during this time.

The date of the present stireet pattern is uncertain but
it seems 1likely that a large part of the main street follous
the line of its Anglo-MNerman predecessor. It would be
important, however, to have this point established bevond
doubt. ARre there other deserted streets apart from that
leading from the village green 16 the motte? What was the
nature of the road surface at variocus times? Streets should
be examined archaeclogically if at all possible because they
permit not only an examination of their surfaces but alse
allow the results of excavations on one side of a street to
be linkKed with those on the other. This enables the
reconstruction of entire streetscapes in the manner which has
proved so successful at Movgorod.

The motte and bailey castle was established before 1266
but almost nothing is Known of its subsequent history, nor is
anything Known of its internal lavout or duration of use.
Excavation, however, could throw substantial light on these
problems.

Nothing is Knouwn of the form or size of pre-seventeenth
century housing in the town. It is important +t¢ Know what
sort of buildings the medieval inhabitants of Fore 1lived in
and how these changed through time. Only when such houses
have been found can assezsmenhts be made of the impact of
rnative Irish, British and continenmtal building techniques on
Fore's craftsmen. A great deal of information about changes
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in building methods and fashions can alsc be derived from
stratified sites in which the remains of successive houses
are preserved.

The course of the toun deferices outlined above needs to
be checked by excavation 1o determine whether it is correct
or not, and much remains to be discovered about the periocds
of construction, the variations in building, the forms of
mural towers and gatehousas, and the extent of the toun
fosse. In particular it is important to determine if there
were any defences on the north side or if the marsh uwas
cohs idered to be defence enocugh.

It is unlikKely that +the opportunity will arise to
excavate on the site of the churches of §8t. Feichin, St.
Mary , Teampall Fisnain or the Benedictine priory but it is
important to remembear that the architectural features and
extent are only one aspect of the archaeslogy of religous
houses and the excavation of a medieval cemetery, such as
that conducted at YorkK, can provide otheruwise wnobtainable
evidence about health, disease, diet, and mortal ity rates.

Archaeclogical Potential

Archaeology does not consist sclely of excavation nor
does it stop at ground level. The archaeological evidence for
Fore's past compirises all +the physical remains of man's
activities on the site of the town, from its first use as a
monastery until +the present day. The surviving sireet
pattern, property boundaries and standing buildings
constitute the uppermost lewvels of the archaeological
stratigraphy ., and all are relevant to the study of the toun's
past. Documentary evidence alsgo plavs a role in
reconstructing the history of early Fore, but for the wuide
range of human activity omitted froem the uritten accounts and
for the early periocds without documentation archaeclogy is
aur only source of informatien. The evidence of archaeology
and topocgraphy, of architecture and of documents ., is
complemantary’ each gains from the existence of the others
and the unrecorded destruction of one form of evidence not
only removes part of a touwn's archive but alsoc diminishes +the
usefullness of thoze which are preserved.

. The survey of its archaeclogy indicates that the site of
the touwn has been the scene of human activity in Prehistoric,
Early Historic, Madieval and post-Medieval times. Both
documentary sources and the Known archaeslosgical remains
indicate that the touwn was occupied continuously from c.588
AD into the post-mediaval period. The surviving remaihns
comprize the motte and bailey castle, the churches of St.
Feichin and St. Mary, the anchorite's cell, St. Feichin's
mill, the Benedictine priory, the north and south gates.,
portions of the town wall and ten wayside crosses. A feu




structures such as the ¢ld gaol may have masonry of pre-1700
date but it is impossible toc be certain without excavation.
Most of these buildings have survived because Fore continued
te decline in the seventesnth, eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, and the finance necessary to replace the colder
buildings uas lacKking. It is for the same reaschn that
undisturbed archaeological deposits are likKely tc exist over
a wide area of the town and there iz the strong 1iKelihood of
recovering house foundations, refuse pits, industrial areas,
and workKshops. .

ARCHAECLOGY, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

It is evident from the foregoing that archaeclogy is an
important means of learning about Fore's past. The protection
of buried archaeclogical evidence preszents sericus problems
for not only is there the pressure of redevelopment and the
high value of urban properties with which to contend, but the
sites themselves are often difficult to define or evaluate:?
their full archaeclogical potential may only become apparent
when an excavation is undertakKen in advance of development or
by observations made while development is in prosgress. Of the
standing remains only St. Feichin's church, the Benedictine
priory and the town gates enjoy statutory protection as
scheduled National Monuments and because of the difficulties
ot schedul ing urban properties, other sites within Fore are
unlikKely +to be given this protaction. It is crucial,
therefore, that & concerted effort zhould be made to
safeguard its archaealagical keritage and that adequata
provision is made for investigation in advance of any
redevelocpmant. This is best achieved by makKing the
realisaticn of Fore's archaeclogical potential one of the
objectives of the county developmant plan. The objective may
then be achieved by judiciocus use of planning constraints and
by conditions attached to planning consents.

firea of Archaeclogical Potential

The shaded portion of the accompanhying map (Fig. 18)
delimits the area of archaeological potential arcund Fore. In
the absence of archaesalogical excavations within this area.,
however, little can be said of their extent and depth. There
is little ewvidence, however, Ffor modern disturbance and
archaesological depozits are liKely to exist cver the entire
area of the medieval uwalled town, and in the Benedictine
pricry {including KnocKnamonaster). This area is shaded pinK
on Fig., 1@ and the extent has been continued outside the
walls slightly on the east, south and west in order to allow
for a possible fosse. The area between St. Feichin's church
and the Benedictine priory has also been included because it
is in this area that the evidence. for the nature of the
town's northern defences will be found. East of the town an
area has been cthaded arocund the motte and bailey (including
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the earthuorks on Gallows Hill), the =site of Toberfoolagh,
the =site of Christian's castle, and the wavside <cross
described above as Fore 2. On the north side an area around
the "stonymound" in Clonageeragh townland and the wayside
crosses of Clonageeragh 1 and Ben 1. West of the touwn an area
has been shaded arcund the wayside cross listed above .as
Lakill and Moortoun 1.
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KILBEGGAMN

Kilbeggan is situated on the River Brosna in the
low~lying countryside of south kestmeath. Its name is derived
from Cill Becain, "Becan's church", and it indicates that it
was the site of am early monastery., MNothing is Knouwn of its
early history, however (Guynh and hadcock 1378, 3887 Walsh
1837, 274).

The early monastery uwas superceded by a Cistercian
monastery ¢€.115@ but the hstory of Kilbeggan as a toun does
not begin until the seventeesnth cgntury. In 16086 Sir 01 iver
Lambert was granted the site of the Cistercian monhastery
C(ErcK 184B-52, 267-8) and later in the same year he wuwas
granted a weeKly markKet and annual fair at Kilbeggan (Erck
1848-52, 2687). The toun itself was Fformally established in
1613 when it received a charter of incorporation from James I
{Irish Record Comm., 1838, 243). The nature of settlement at
Kilbeggan before 1613 iz unclear. The rectory of Kilbeggan is
refarred to in a document of 15889 which also mentions the
"town" of Kilbeggan (18 Rep Deputy Keeper Fublic Records
Ireland, 97: Mo. 93222>. The town prospered in the early
seventeenth century and was granted +two additionmal annual
fairs in 1628 (Leuis 1837, ii, S51). In 1882 Piers (13981, 84)
descr ibed it as "a corporate and markKket toun, sending tue
burgesses to our parliament" with "anm ancient bridge...land]l
a church in repair®.

ARCHAEDLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. STREETS AND STREET PARTTERNM
2. DOMESTIC HOUSES

3. THE BRIDGE

4. TOWN DEFENCES

3. PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JAMES
6. CISTERCIAM ABBEY

1. STREETS & STREET PATTERN
The touwn is laid out along a sihgle east-west axis Knoun

as Main Street. This expands mid-uway aleng its course to form
a rectanhgular markKet place, nouw the MarkKet Square.

2. DOMESTIC HOUSES

The burgage plot pattern of the szeventeenth century toun
survives very well to the north and south of Main Street.
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These plots have had houses on them since the saventeenth
century but there is no visible evidence that any of +the
present buildings are older than 1729, This may be due in
part to the concealment of o0ld features behind modern facades
and a careful watch should be maintained for seventeenth
century architectural features when buildings along the Main
Street are being renovated.

3. THE BRIDOGE

The bridge may have been a factor which influenced the
location of the town. It iz first referred to by Piers (1981,
84 in 1682 uho described it then asz "an antient bridge...nou
of late repaired, of lime and stone®. The present bridge over
the Brosna is modern.

4, TOWMN DEFENCES

There is no documentary evidence to determine wuhether the
toun was protected by defences or not but the burgage plots
on the north and south sides of Main Street terminate in a
continucus wall which could have functioned as the town
defences. The wall lackKs mural touwers or defansive features,
however. It is between 2 and 2.5 m in height on the south
side and averages 8@ cm in width.

5. PARISH CHURCH OF s8T. JAMES

The parish church of seventeenth century Kilbeggan was
located near the western limit of the +town. According to
Lewis (1837, ii, S!1) this church incorporated some of the
remains of the Cistercian abbey. The only remains on the zite
at the moment, however, are those of a church tower
constructed in 1813, It is not clear if this church is on the
tite of the cne mentioned in 1589 (168 Rep. Deputy Keeper
Public Records Ireland, 87: Mo. S5322» or if it moved toc this
site c.1613 uwith the incorporation of the toun.

§. CISTERCIAN ABBEY

This abbey, De Benedictic Dei, was founded c.1158 as a
daughter house of Mellifont, probably by members of the
MacCochlain family (Guynn and Hadcock 1978, 137, In 1213
MaelSechlainn MacCochlain, Lord of Delvin, died on pilgrimage
to the abbey and in the same year his sons Ruaidhri and
Maelsechlainn died there (Guynh and Hadcock 1978, 1272, I
1228 the abbey wasz made zubject to Builduas in England but
judgins by the names of its abbots it seems toc have tretzined
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an Irish character throughout the Middle Ages (Guwynn and
Hadcock 187@, 137>,

At the Dissolution the abbey was apparently granted +to
Ouwen 0 Morrain of Multifarnham (ldalsh 1957, 2¥4-5) but in
1558 it was in the possession of Francis Digby, alias Ros
MacEochacain (Morrin 1861, 233). 1t passed through various
hands until 1606 when it was granted to Sir O0Oliver Lambert
(ErckKk 1846-52, 267-8). In 1882 Piers (1981, 84) recorded that
"noet so0 much as the rubbish” of the abbey was to be seen but
according to 0O'Donovan the ruins survived until c.1838 (0.8,
Letters Co. kestmeath ii, 326, 33682, He stated that the abhey
lay immediately north-west of the old burial ground south of
the town. O0'Conor (0.5. Letters Co. Westmeath i, 318-9»
identified the Protestant parish church at Kilbeggan as the
site of the "chapel of the monastery" but exactly what he
meant by this is unclear. MNothing remains today except the
dizused graveyvard located on a Knoll south-uest of the toun
which probably alzgo marks the site of St Beccan's church.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Kilbeggan is important archaesclogically for two reasons.
Firstly because it is the site of both an Early Christian
church, dedicated to St. Beccan, and a subsequent Cistercian
monastery. Secondly because it is a fine example of
seyenteenth century midland market town.

It may be suggested that the church of St. Beccan wuas

- located in or beside the old graveyard south-uest of the toun
but definite evidence can only be obtained by archaecslogical
excavation. The size and extent of the Cisztercian abbey is
unknown apart from the tradition recorded by 0O'Donovan that
it lay north-uwest of the old gravevard. From the point of
view of urban archaeaclogy, houaver, it is the toun itself
that is the most interesting., The nature of its seventeenth
century houses, whethar they waere timber ~framed or
stone-built is unkKnouwn. It alsc hneeds to be determined
whether the towun was protected by towun defences or not.

Airea of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of +the accompanying map (Fig. 152
delimits the area of archasoclogical potential within modern
Kilbeggan., This is based on the eaxtent of +the seventeenth
capitury toun together uwith an area around the medieval

Cisztercian abbey. In the abseance of archaeclogical
gxcavations nothing can be said about the depth cf
archaeclogical deposits. Thereg is little evidence of

disturbance, however, and it is liKely that archaeclogical
deposits are intact ocver much of the touwn.
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KILBIXY

Kilbixy is situated toc the socuth-uwest of Loush Iron.,
about eight miles north-west of Mullingar. As its name £ill
Bigsighe, Bigseach's church, indicates it was the site of an
early church founded by St. Bigseach. Little is Knouwn of it
however until the coming of the Normans.

Kilbixy was granted to Geoffrey de Costentin by Hugh de
Lacy ¢Orpen 1911-20 ii, 88) anhd it was procbably de Costentin
who was responsible for the construction of the motte here in
1192 ¢ALEC). A borcugh seems to have been established at an
early date. Burgages beside the Canon's ditch are menticned
in ocne of the "foundation charters" of Tristerhagh priory,
granted by Geoffrey de Costentin betuean 1268 and 12249
(Clarke 1941, 53>, The Tristernagh charters provide much
topograrhical information on Kilbixy including references to
the church, the castle, the mill, the cross of St Calumba,
the bridge and the house of the ald Irish chaplain.

Practically nothing, houever, is ¥nouwn of the later
history of Kilbhixy. It presumably remained in De Costentin
hands until the death of Richard de Costentin about the
middle of the the fourteenth century {(ClarkKe 1841, xi>. LiKe
the other medieval boroughs of Westmeath Kilbixy became
increasingly isclated with the decline of Anglo-Norman poumer
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. Clarke (1841,
xiii) suggestzs that the castle of Kilbixy was destroyed in
1295 and the borough was attacked and burned during the
fifteanth century., In 143@ it was burned by an Irish alliance
under Domhnall O Neill (AU, AFM) and in 1450 it was burned
again by the son of MacEochagain ({AFM). In 1476-7 Kilbixy was
held by Thomas MNangle, baron of Mavan, whoe complained that
the issues of his lands there and the Ffish from his ueirs
called the "great weir" and the "castle weir" on the +river
Inny were being illegally taken by members of the Dalton
family (Morrissey 1833, 5B65-7>. Thereafter the settlement
vanishes Ffrom documentary records. The date of its
abandonment cannct be established but it was clearly deserted
before 1882 uwhen it was described by Piars (18981, V6) as?

"‘of ocld a town of great note, having, as tradition
telleth us, tuwelve burgessas in their scarlet Souns, a
mayor or sovereign, with other officers suitable to0 so
great a3 port. 0Of this s0 great state, so small now are
the remains, that you may Jjustly say of it, what the
historian savys of the VYeii in Italy,

Laborat annalium fides, ut Yeiocs fuisse credamus
Florus.
History even doubts whether the Veii ever existed.

The only remaining foot steps that I have met with
hereof, is first a large piece of an old square castle
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called the Burgsage-castle, and +forty acres of ground
adjoining *o it, called also, the Burgage-land,
corruptly for the Burgesses castle and Burgesses-land,
these being believed to have been the town-house and the
land belaonging to the corporation’ there is also on the
bank of our Ironh-lake, not far from hence, a place which
in the Irish dialect sounds the Haven of the markKet,
this likKely having been the landing place of such as
from the eastern bankKs had occasion to this
markKet.....0Other remainders of ancient state I +ind
none, unless yvou will take for such the ruins, or
rubbish rather, of many ancient houses and castles,
bas ides which and some late built cabbins, nothing is to
be seen, but excellent corn of all Kinds, so as it was
neveyr more truly said of Troy, than it may be of this
toun.

Jam zeges est ubi Troja fuit
Oyid
The golden corn new grows where stood proud Troy.

ARCHREOLOGICAL INVENMTORY

1. SITE OF THE BOROUGH

2. MOTTE AND BARILEY CASTLE
3. §T. BIGSEACH'S CHURCH
4. ST. BRIGID'S HOSPITAL
5. OTHER FEATURES

1. SITE OF THE BORQOUGH

The borough is now completely deserted but its Fformer
site is indicated by an extensive series of earthuorks. It
was located in Baronstoun touwunland and not in Burgess Land (a
subdivision of Baronstouwnh Demense tounland?, as indicated by
the Ordnance Survey. It was situated in the field uest of St.
Bigseach's church and its earthuorkKs extend northuards as far
as the motte and southwards to the road but the western 1limit
is difficult to establish. The earthuorkKs concentrate arocund
a triangular platform (?the village green) formed by the
interection of three streets, running wWest, south and east
from it (Fig. 18). There is a alszo a hint of a street running
northwards. Rerial photographs showu three rectangul ar
platforms, which may be house foundations, tuwo to the north
of the triangle and one to the scocuth but these cannot be
distinguished on the ground. The field immediately +to the
north has been subjected to ploughing but aerial photographs
again suggest that the earthuworks continued here. In Burgess
Land, on the alleged site of the town, there are tuwo water
filled hollows, a stone bridge ¢(7recent? over a small stream
and the stone foundations of a small rectangular building in
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the coppice beside the troad.

2. MOTTE AND BAILEY CASTLE

The constructicon of a motte at Kilbixy is recorded in
1192 (ALCY and it is evident from the Irish pipe rocll of 14
John that the fortifications wuwere being strensthened in
1211-12 (Davies and Quinn 1341, 39). The castle was the
centre of the De Costentin manor of Kilbixy and presumably
staved in their hands until about the middle of the fifteenth
century when the last cof the De Costentins died. Subsequently
little is recorded of it. In 1682 Piers (13981, 77) refars to
"a large piece of an old square castle called the
Burgage-castle" adjoining the burgage land which is probably
to be identified with the motte.

Description

Situated on a rockK outcrop affording commanding views in  all
directions. It consists of a conical mound {1 m high, 32.5 m
in diameter at the base tapering toc an oval flat summit 19 x
17 m acress. The summit was enclosed by a stone wall whose
foundations survive tc a height of 20 cm on the south, east
and part of the north sides. Within this w®wall are the
foundations of tuwo rectangular buildings. Tha eastern
building which was built on a plinth is the smaller. 14
measures 2.7 by 2.5 m and the walls, which are 65 cm thick
stand to a max. height of SScm. The western buildins measures
6.6 by 2.8 m. The motte is built of earth and boulders,
material which appears to have besn quarried from tuwoe deep
hollows on the north and scuth-east of the site. The motte
was surrounded by a ditch, 86 m wide, with a counterscarp
bankK, 2 m high and 1.7 m wide. A bailey appears toc have been
located south-uest of the motte where a rectangular area Has
enclosed by 3 ditch 4.5 m wide.

2. ST. BIGSEACH'S PARISH CHURECH

The church of Kilbixy granted by Geoffrey de Costentin to
Ralph Petit, archdeacon of Meath., in a charter of 1192x 1218
is to be identified with this church, established before the
coming of the MNormans (Clarke 1941, S8). Shortly after the
foundation of priory at Tristernash it was granted to the
Augustinian canons there (ClarkKe 1341, 212, The parish church
aof Kilbixy is specifically mentiocned in 12538 «(Clarke 13941,
122>, 1492 (Haren 1978, 438> and 1548 (White 12943, 2?7). In
1882 Piers 13881, 77) described it as "the remains of an
ancient and well built church, the mother of many churches
and chapels about it, which had at the west end a very well
built high touwer or steeple”. The praesent church, which is in
ruins, was ceonstructed c.,1808. No medieval fabric survives
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above ground but the semicircular encleosing ditch north-sast
of the church may delimit part of the pre-Norman monastic
terminus.

Font.

Qctagonal limestone font, north-east of the church. Less than
half of the basin survives but it appears to lack a drainasge
hole. There uwere four wide and four narrouw panels. The lower
panels are chamferaed inuwards. Roe {1988, 123) regarded it as
of post-Reformation date.

Dims: H. 48 Diam. ext. 55 Diam. int. 42 cm.

Arch fragment.
Chamfered limestone fragment used as a grave-markKer.
Dims: H.46 W.287 T.26 cm.

4. 5T. BRIGID'S HOSPITAL

The foundation of this hospital has been attributed by
Guynn and Hadcock (1870, 351> and Lee (1374-5, 2282 to Hugh
de Lacy on the assumption that he wuWas responsible Ffor the
caonstruction of the motte in 1192. There is no evidence,
however , to support this association of de Lacy uwith either
the motte or the hospital and their suggestion that it was
established in the 1198's is without foundation. There are ho
references to the hospital in the Register of Tristernasgh
whichk records grants to that priory from its foundation until
the early fourteenth century. The earliezt direct reference
toc the hospital i= in 1483 when Archbishop Fleming of Armagh
grrahted an indulgence to those who contributed monies to the
leper house (domus seu casellx? of St. Brigid at Kilbixy
{Lawlor 1912, 131). Guynn and Hadcock (19¥v3, 351) suggest
that the hospital was suppressed along with Tristernagh
priory in 1340 but it iz not mentioned in the priory extents.

Description

Situated within the gravevard, scuth-easzt of St. Bigseach's
church. Rectangular, three-storeyed building wmith Wwalls
averaging 1.3 m in thicKness. The masonry consists of roughly
coursed mixed stone with a rubble core., External dims. 14.5
by 3.43 m. The north, west and south walls stand toc a height
cf 8-18 m and are covered with ivy to a depth of 68-V@ cm. A
2.5 m stretch of the aast wall survives to a height of 70 cm.
The ground floor is filled with rubble but there are signs
that it was divided into two barrel vaulted rooms, along the
short axis of the building. There is a flat lintelled door
with internal splay in the szouth-2ast wall and an opening in
the north-unest wall indicates either & uwindow or a door.
Immediately east of the opening in the north wall is a curved
and lintelled recess, now blocKed. The +irst Flocor has a
large rectangular window, with internal splay and round rear




arch in the north wall. The uwest wall has a possible door
splayed internally with flattened arch and a bar hole on the
south side. There is an opening in the socuth wall, which was
probably a wrindow. Projecting masonry on the scuth-west
corner may indicate a small chamber here but it was hot
pozsible to determine it with certainty. The secoend +loor
rested upon a floor ledge but +the thickKnaess of the - ivy
cbscures features above this level.

5. OTHER FEATURES
Holy uells

St. Bigseach's uwell., Ballvnacrogy or Gallowstoun Td.

Located about 6599 m south-gast of +the borough., The ground
haere is marshy and the uwell is marKed by a wuwooden sign and
thorn bushes on which tuwo rags were tied at the time of our
visit., There are indications of a stohe surtround but it is
largely obliterated through its use by cattle as a drinKing
hole.

St. Bridget's Well. Baronstouwn Td.
MarKed by the 0.5. and shown within the easrthuorks of the
borough. There is now no trace of it.

Castle site. Cumminstoun.

Situated on a graszsy Knoll overlooKing marshy. ground. A
number of large bouldars protrude from the Knoll and outline
the remains of a long rectangular structure with three
chambers.

Earthuork 7ringfort. Ballvnacrogy or Gallowstown Td.
Situated on a Knoll surrcunded by wet ground on all sides. It
is delimited by a low bank and shallow ditch.

ARCHAECLOGICAL PROBLEMS AaND POTENTTIAL

The earthworKs at Kilbixy constituta cne of the finest
examples of_a decserted mediewval borough in Ireland. There is’
evidence of disturbance to the archaeclogical deposits by
ploughing in the field nhorth of the earthustrKs but elzeuherea
it is likely that archaeclogical deposits are intact over a
large area of the site. The historical references tosgsether
with the earthuwor¥s indicate that Kilbixy was an important
Anglo-Morman borough and i1 is significant for determining
when boroughs were deserted and why. The full extent of the
borough is unKnown as is the nature of its houses and
streets. The hospital is one of the few buildings of its type
to survive from the PMiddle Ages and it regquires urgent
protecticn.
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Documentary records of the site are few and in the future
- archaecological excavation is likely to be the principal means
by which additional Knouledge can he obtained. The borough is
not wunder direct +threat from commercial develaopment at
present but it could easily be destroved by agricultural
improvement -in much the same way as the deserted borcugh of
Kiltinan, Co. Tipperary, which was removed about 1374.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of +the accompanying map (Fig.- 16>
delimits the area of archaeological potential. This is based
on the extant monuments, the motte, parish church, ahnd
borough earthuworkKs., The uwesztern limit of the earthuorks is
difficult to define and it is possible that it extended as
far as the castle in Cumminstown. South-east of this area a
zone has been ocutlined around St. Bigseach's well and the
earthuwork in Ballvnacrogy touwnland. The site of Kilbixy toun
as marKed by the Ordnakce Survey has not been included
because uwe have been unable to find any evidence that it wuwas
part of the ©borousgh. In the absence of archaeclogical
excavations nothing can be said about the deptih of
archaeclogical deposits.
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MULL INGAR

Mullingar, the county town of Westmeath, is situated in
louw-lvying ground on the River Brosna betuween Lough 0Quel and
Lough Ennell. The name is derived from Muileann Cearr, the
wry or left-hand mill, and according to the twelfth century
Life of 8t Colman mac Luachain it commemorates a miracle of
the saint who caused the mill to turn left-handuwise <{(Walsh
1857, 212-3). In many medieval documents the name is prefixed
by Ad- or Ath-, indicating that the +tcocun sitcocd on  an
important ford.

Prehistoric and Early Historic Settlement in the Mullingar
fArea ’

Settlement within the wvicinity of the modern toun in
prehistoric and early historic times is attested +to by the
large number of finds of archaeclogical material. Five stone
axeheads and a flint spearhead proebably indicate activity in
the Neoclithic period. Bronze artefacts, ithcluding four Flat
axeheads, a palstave, three socketed axeheads, a razor-Knife,
a spearhead, a sockKeted Knife, a socKeted gouge and a hoard
of scrap bronze reflect settlement in both the earlty and
later phaszes of the Bronze Age. This is complemented by a
number of Bronze Age gold ornaments, inciuding a possible
lunula, a bar torc, a ribben torc, a penannular bracelet, a
"dress fastener", two round boxaes and a Ffinger ring. Three
bronze horse pendants extend the archaesclogical record of
activity intoc the Iron Age. MNMone of these objects, houever,
indicate permanent settlement on the site of the modern toun.
All that can definitely be said is that the wvicimity uwas
frequented by man throughout the prehistoric period.

The Early Historic pericod witnessed more substantial
activity on the site of the future toun. The story from the
Life of St. Colman mac Luachain menticned - earlier records
that the fort at Mullingar Knouwn as Dun Bri was given to the
church of Lynn by Conall mac Suibhne, s sevanth century King
of Mide (llalsh 18357 34, note 2). The story occurs in a
tuelfth century life, however, and canhnot bke takKen as an
accurate account of seventh century events. But it
demonstrates that Lynn held the land of Mullingar in the
twelfth century en uhich there was a secular, and perhaps a
formerly roval, fort. A number of Early Historic artefacts
have been found at Mullingar and these give <further support
to the suggestion of a secular residence. These include a
zoomorgphic penannular broeoch, two bronze ring-headed pins,
thirree bronze stick pins, and a bkead of blue and vellow glass.
Ain important hoard of ARnglo-Saxon coins deposited ¢.985 uwas
found aleong with a number of gold and silver ornaments in
what may have been a YiKing burial at Marl VValley, wuwhich
Dolley <1986, 321, 33, 51 zuggests was near Millingar.
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Another coin-hcard of ¢.10825-50 was Ffound at Muyllingar in
1836 (Hall 1973-4, 7T8). The gccurence of tuwo iron
ecclesiastical bells may bhe explained on the grounds that
Mullingar belonged tc the monastery of Lvan.

The Medieval Settlement of Mullingar

Mo direct references to the initial Anglo-Norman
sattlement of Mullingar are Knouwn but it is ganerally
accepted that Mullingar was the chief manor of William le
Petit, Wwho was granted the manor of Magheradernon by Hugh de
Lacy (Orpen 1911-2@, ii, 867 Graham 13888, 47). Graham 1388,
53) suggests that le Petit's motte at Mullingar was built
before Ardnurcher, which is dated to 11282. The grocuth of the
toun is similarly unclear. The parish church of All Saints
seems to date to the late tuwelfth century and William le
Petit was granted a four-day fair at Mullingar in 1z2a7?
{Sueetman 1873-88 i, no. 338>. These tuwc phenomena indicate
that there was a nucleated settlement here from the beginning
of the thirteenth century. The foundation, houewer, of the
Augustinian and Dominican priocries c,. 1227 and c.1237
respectively reflects significant activity in the second
quarter of the thirteenth century. No early charters are
¥Knouwn but a mention of the provost and bailiffs in 1287
indicates that the toun corporaticn was in existence by this
date.

Little more is Knouwn of Mullingar until the fifteanth
century when the town was clearly experiencing difficulties.
Indulgences were granted to aid the repair of the Dominican
priory in 1432 and the Augustinian priory in 1444, In 14649
Mullingar wWwas burned by the Ui Maine (A, Conn.) and in 1475
the tounspecple had to buy off Aocodh Rua O Domhnaill in  corder
to prevent him from burning it (AFM). A reference to the
provcst of Mullingar in 1S5S68 (11 Rep Deputy Keeper Public
Recoards lreland, 58! no. 2EB) suggeszts that +the toun
continued to function throughout the late fifteanth and garly
sixteenth centuries. A new gacl wWas built after 1566. In 1572
Mullingar was plundered and burned by the Clanricard Burkes,
then in rebellion agxinst the governement (AFM>. Three vears
later in 1573 the town was devastated by plague (AFM). A
murage grant was made in 1584 but neveaertheless the toun was
plundered and burned by Aodh MaclUidir and Cormac O Neill in
1597 (AFM). The seventeenth century, houever, was a periocd of
prosperity. In 1661 Sir Arthur Forbes was granted the casztle,
tuwe dissolved monasteries and the toun of Mullingar asz a
manor? the town was made the assize town of the county for
"its better peopling” (Leuwis 1237 ii, 411). In 1682 Piers
{18981, 77-3) indicates that it was a thriving touwn in which
many of the old buildings uwere either restored or replaced
and this impression of prosperity is supported by the
tuenty-three Known traders toKens from the town (Macalister
1231, 183-5; Dolley 1973).
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1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

There is very little evidence on which to reconstruct the
gutline of medieval Mull ingar but it is ewvident +that the
linear axisz formed by Pearse Street and Oliver PlunKett
Street has aluways been the basis of the toun plan. These tuo

streets, referred +to simply as Main Street until the
nineteenth cerntury, are aligned east-uest and probably
represent, with their DominicKk Street extension, the High
Street "lving to the north of the Dominican house” mentioned

in 1809 (ErcK 184B8-52, 725). Perpendicular to this axis are
Martin's Lane and Castle Street on the north, and Church
fivenue and Mount Street, on the south. The Bl inde Street
lying to the east of the BDominican house mentioned in 1689
{Erck 18485-52, 723>, and the highuay called "Bater Sedgre" in
or near Mullingar, mentioned in 1573, canhot be identified
today (12 Rep. Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 184: No.
22932,

Even a superficial glance at the town plan of Mullingar
reveals that it dewveloped in two major stages. The plan unit
based on Dominick Street and terminating in The Sgquare
cbyviocusly belongs to a later period tham the 0Ol iver PlunkKett
Street- Pearse Street axis. DominickK Street is probably the
later of these two units because the other canh be associated
with the parish church, which is an early feature. At a
guess, a sevehteenth century date may be proposed for the
development of Dominick Street.

2. MARKET PLACE

Curing the Middle Ages the main street formad by Pearse
and Oliver PlunkKett streets almost certainly functioned as
the market place. It is considerably broader than other
streets within the town and the present MarkKket Flace and
Market House uwere probably inserted in the seventeenth
century.




3. DOMESTIC HOUSES

There are no remains of pre-17A@ buildings within the
toun. From documentary references, houwever, it is clear that
there uwere stone buildings within the medieval toun. In 1381
a castle called the "stonhous" is mentioned (BrookKs 1353,
38322 and., in 1§83, another called "Castlemulrono®” <(Erck
1846-32, 7V235). These uwere probably fortified houses similar
te those at Ardee and Carlingford in Co. Louth, and Piers'
£1981, 78) description suggests that they uwere still common
in 1B82:

"The ancient buildings here uwere old fashicnable
castles, scme of which remain yet, and some are
demol ished, and better or at least more commodious
houses are built in their room”

Rel igous orders alsoc held houses within the toun but uwhether
of stone or timber is not Knouwn. In 1578 "the FranKehousae" is
referred to (13 Rep Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 78:
No. 33182 and it iz probably toc be identified with the house
of the Knights Hospitalers menticned in 1541 (Guynn and
Hadcock 18978, 241>,

4. THE BRIDGE

The importance of Mullingar as a fording point has
already been noted and there can be little doubt that this
Was a factor in the development of the toun. The date of the
construction of the first bridge is unKnown but in I1S83 "the
bridge of Mullingar", iz referred +to0 as bBeing near the
chiurchyard <11 Rep Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland,
cig>.

3. MOTTE AND BAILEY CASTLE

Situated south of the +toun beside the river Brosna.
William le Petit's motte, probably erected before 1192,
survived until 1828 (Graham 1986, 47, 53). Very little is
Known of its history, houwever. In 19582 Mullingar Castle is
listed among the forts of Leinster (LCal. State Papers Iraland
1574-85, 2343 and, although one cannoct be certain, this is
probably to be identified with the motte. 1t is possible that
this is also the site of the gacl built by lalter Hope in
15366 and referred to as the "castle or gaol" in 1584 (15 Rep.
deputy Keeper Public records Ireland, 32: No. 4354). The site
is now occupied by the County Buildings, none of which
pre—-date 1708.

6. TOWM DEFENCES




There is no evidence that Mullingar was walled during the
Middle fAges but it is unlikKely that it could have survived as
a settliement into the sixteenth century without defences of
some Kind. In 1584 the provost of the touwn and the constable
of the gaol uwere granted two annual fairs, the tolls of which
were to be used "in enclosing and fortifying the touwun" which
was described as "lving open to all attempts" (Morrin igez,
487 15 Rep Deputy Keeper Public Records Ireland, 32: No.
43343, The only ewvidence that this may have been carried out
is the reference to "ldest Gate" in a grant of 1603 (Erck
1846-32, 725) and the street name Bishop's Gate Street, on
the north of the toun.

The extent of the defences is difficult toc guage but it
is 1iKely that their boundary was formed by the river Brosha
och the east, by the line of Bishop's Gate Street and Friar's
Mill Rocad on the north and by the boundary of the pariszsh
churchyard on the scuth. The motte and bailey may have beean
linkKed to the defences but it iz imposszible to be certain.
The uwestern boundary cof the town is entirely conjectural in
the present state of Knowledge. It has been noted already
that DominicK Street forms a separate plan unit, perhaps of
the seventeenth century, and accordingly it may be suggested
that The Square formed the uwestarn limit of the toun.

7. ALL SAINT'S PARISH CHURCH

Thisz church is first referred +to in a charter of
c.1132-12@2 when it was granted to the Augustinian priory of
Llanthony Prima in Wales hy Simon de Rochford, Bishop of
Meath (Brooks 18953, 34-32. This grant was confirmed, and the
dedication to All Saints specified, by William le Petit in a
grant of c.1282-10 (BrooKs 1953, 216). Further references to
the parish church occur in 12083 <(Gilbert 1889, 349> and
1465-8 (Tuemlow 1333, 470). In 1381 its cemetery is described
as lving betueen the church and the river Brosna (BrooKs
1953, 393). At the Dissolution the church was still keld by
Llanthony (lhite 1943, 316). Bishop Doppring's Visitation of
1882-5 notes that the nave and chancel had been recently
restored and were in good repair with a shingled roef and
glazed windows (Ellison 1374, 93>, uwhile Piers (1981, 78>
described it a5 "handsomely rebuilt" in 1682. This building
was demolished to maKe way for the present structure built in
1836.

Monuments
The Leigh slab is within the church but the others are in the

graveyvard west of the church.

James Leigh. 1683,
Large rectangular limestona slab set intec the west wall of
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DALTON 16841.

DRDims: H, 208 K. 61-54 cm.

17th cent.
Slab fragment decorated in false relief with & cross which
has fleur-de-lis terminals. Roman inscription:

PRAY.. LES OF ...~ I ACHI IN'

Dims: H. 98 W. 58 cm.

8. AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST. MARY

Otheruwise Knoun as Domus Dei, this priory was founded for
Augustinian cancns c.l227 by Ralph Petit, bizhop of Meath
(Guynn and Hadcock 1978, 189). In 1444 an indulgence uWas
granted tc aild the repair of the church (Tuemlow 1912, 463).
At the Dissclution the extent noted that the church, belfry.,
house and ather buildings uere necessary for the
entertainment of the Lord Deputy and for the defence of the
neighbourhood but it specified that the stone cloister could
be thrown douwn (lWhite 1343, 2868). The extent alsoc mentions a
small castle near the site and a garden cutside the east gate
of the house, which impliess that it stoed within its oun
precinct wall. The priocry was then functioning as a parish
church (McNeill 1922, 20). In 1562 the =site of the *late
monastery " of Mullingar was granted +to Sir Richard Tuite
{Morrin 18682, 43927 "a small caztle” mentioneéd in this grant
iz presumably the one referred to in the extent, and
identifies thi= as the Augustinian house. Guwynn and Hadcock
{1378, 1839) state that +the mame "Oomus Dei" implies +the
existence of a hospital, and that a building named "the
spittle® is mentioned in an ingquisition of 1571.

Mo trace of the monastery survives and itz site is
difficult to determine precisely. It iz markKed by +*the 0.5.
{Westmeath HIX-18) on the site of All Saints church but this
cannoct be correct because All Saints predates the pricry.
Piers £ 18981, ?7-82 indicates that it sztood at the east end of
the town and his account is to be preferred. The modern
Austin Friars Street probably derives its name from the
Augustinian friars who settled in Mullingar beforre 18943,
possibly on the site of the 6ld priorvy (Guvynn and HadcoacK
1878, 3684).

2. DOMINICAN PRIORY CF THE HOLY TRINITY

Founded in 12378 by the Petitsz <{(Fenning 1964, 186-7>.
The Dominicans held chapters here in 1278, 129z, 13@8 and




the porch. RAchievement of arms in false relief showing tuo
impaled coats of arms on a heater shaped shield. The dexter
side has & lion rampant in +the Ffirst and fourth quarter,
three eagles in the second quarter and tuwo bars and a batoen
in the third? the sinister side has two chevrons. The shield
iz surmounted by a helmet with a torse and the crast is a
lion heolding & floriated staff. The mottec at the base is
VERTVYS OVCIT HONDRI. Incised inscription:

THIS TOMBESTONE WITH VYAULT AND. PEW WERE ERECTED BY THE
WORSHIP FULL Sr JAMES LEIGH KNIGHT AND/ DAME MARY HIS
WIFE FOR THE USE~ AND BURYIMNG PLACE OF THEM AND. THEIRE
FOSTERITY ANNO DOMINI 1883.

Dims: H., 182 W. 183 cm.

Bryan. 1673.

Marrow rectangular limestone slab with one +triangular end.
BrokKen and partly defaced. Decorated with the stem of a cross
rizsing from & stepped base. Roman inscription in false
relief:

THE S0V ./ . BRYAN S/ N AND MAR. ASY 1675 W C

ODims: H. 188282 W. B8 cm.

Richard Elan. 1648.
Damaged rectangular decorated with a cross stem rising from a
stepped base. lhscription in Roman capitals:

PRAY FOR THE SOV LE OF RICHARD, ELAN AND NELL. .CGRE
ig4@.

A simple baskKet work Knot is placed betwean the uwords Richard
and Elan.
Dims: H. 1685 W. 46 cm.

17th cent.
Rectangular slab decorated with a Latin cross in low false
relief. Fragsmentary inscription:

FRA... OR THE SOVYL/ ES OF THABEUS .¥. AND HIS WIFE R
cCC.

Dims* H. 203 . 56 cm,

Gerald and Eilis Balton. 1841,

Coffin-shaped limestone zlab decorted with a calvary uwith
encircled transom and trefoil aended terminals. Roman
inscription in false relief:

FPRAY FOR THE S, OWYLES 0OF GARALD, DOALTON AND ELLISK




1314 (Fenning 1964, 188) which would suggest that it was a
house of some importance. An indulgence of 1432 granted in
aid of the repair of the church mentions that "forty
professed friars" used be maintained by the house but noted
that the priory had "suffered so much from long wuwars and
cther calamities that hardly eight in priest's orders reside
therein, and that the buildings of the church and house
themselves are threatened with ruin' (Tuemlow 1323, 448), In
1548 the extent of the pricry noted that the thatched rocof of
the church was ruinous although the stone walls and wWindou
(sic) were "in sufficient repair" (White 1943, 298-112. It
also noted a stone towar and other buildings "lately
inhabited by the friars" but now "in decay and unoccupiedg”
within the precinct, which was surrounded by a stone wall.
The priory was granted to Sir Gerald Fitzgerald aof Crovboy in
1548 (ihite 1943, 291> and to Thomas Gorie in 15684 <(Morrin
1862, 482. In 1341, however, the site of the priory was set
aside for a neuw gacl (Fenning 1884, (1282 and this was carried
inte effect in 1566 uwhen the site was granted to Walter Hope.
a Dublin merchant, on condition that he build a gaocl of uhich
he was to be constable (11 Rep Deputy Keeper Public Records
Ireland 138, 932). Piers (19281, 77 n) noted that "part of the
bell -touwer and some other ruins® of the priory survived in
1682 and that the sixteenth century gaocl had been recently
replaced.

A grant of the =site to Thomas Hope in 1683 notes that the
site was bounded on the north by the High Street and Rest
Gate, on the scuth by +the river Brosna and Commons of
Mullingar, on the east by Blinde Street and on the uwest by
the Commons (Erck 1846-52, 725). This clearly identifies +the
site as occupving the scuth-uwest corner of the toun where it
is c¢orrectly shown on the Q.85. map. The site is now an open
sPace used as a car-park. A stone lined well, possibly
associated with the priory, is in the backK-vard of the second
shop o the socuth side of Dominick St. The seal matrix of the
priory, depicting the Holy Trinity, and dating +to +tha
fifteenth, sixteenth century is in the National Museum of
Ireland <0 Floinn 1978-9). The Dominicans returned to
Mullingar in the seventeenth century and a chalice presented
toc the community in 1648 is Kept in the Dominican Friary,
Dorset Street, Dublin (Fenning 1366, 308).

1@. HOSPITAL

The extent of the Dominican priory in 1540 mentions *an
old hospital nouw throuwn doun" in a field called
"Spyttelfield", then ouwned by the Dominicans (HWhite 1343,
29@-1). This was presumably located in +the Spittalfields
north of the touwn, perhaps in the wvicinity of +the present
Mullingar Mental Hospital (Lee 1374-5, 227).




11. OTHER FEATURES

Friary site.

MarkKed on the 0.5 maps at the north-east end of the toun this
may be the site to which the Franciscans uwere reintroduced in
the seventeenth century.

Church site

Brady 1940, 99) suggests that the "tanner's dry house" in
Dowdalls's vard may have been used as a church from <.
169@-173@A, This wWwas located by tradition near the
Presentation convent.

Irishtoun Td.

t.ocated north-west of the toun this may have been a medievsal
suburb.

12. LIST OF STRAY FIMNDS

NMeol ithic

1. Stone axehead. From near Military Barracks, Mullingar. NNMI
1934: 135, :

2. Stone axehead. From Mullingar. NMI 1932: 65639. Dept. of
Education Rep. MNMI 1931-2, 11.

3-4. Tuwo stone axeheads. From Mullingar. Cat. {Qay Coll.
(1913), S: lot 227 6 lot 24.

3. Polished stone axehead. From Mullingar. NMI 1368: 366.

Bronze fge

B. Gold lunula. Reputed toc be frem Mullingar area f(but see
Fogan 1981, 347-8). NMI: 1884:7. Tavlor 139382, Coc UWm 7.

7. Decorated flat bronze axehead. Possibly from Mullingar
area. NMI W.74.

8. Flat bronze axehead o+ Ballyvalley +type. Found near
Mullingar 1831. MMI 1963: 288, Harbizon 1968%9%a, 38: MNo. 937.

9. Flat bronze axehead of Ballywvalley tvpe. From Mullingar.
Hunterian Museum, Glasgow B 1314: 271. Harbison 1969a, 38:
MNoc. S986.

12. Flanged bronze axehead of Derrvhiggin ' tvpe. Found near
Mull ingar, 1858. NMI 1363: 314. Harbisocn 1863%a, 62! No. 1894.

11. Gold bar torc fragment. Reputed to be from Mullingar area
{but see Eogan 1881, 347-8). NMI 1884:5. Eogan 1967, 164: Mo.
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17.

12-13. Two gold baoxes. Reputed to be from Mull ingar area. NMI
i884:8-8. Eogan 1S81, 347-8.

14. Gold penannular bracelet with eueniy expanded terminals,
Reputed to be from PMullingar areas <(but see Eogan 1881,
347-8>, NMI 1884: 1@,

15. Geld ribbon torc fragment. NMI 1823: 277. Tavlor 1980: Co
Wm 97 Eogan 13983, 98: No. 48.

16. Gold "dress fastener”. From Mullingar. British Museum
1921.6-21.1. Haukes and ClarKe 13683, 2457 Tavlor 19898, Co Wm
8.

17, Bronze looped spearhead. Fsund near the Barracks,
Mull ingar. NMI 1968: 2B67.

18-21. Bronze palstave and threes bronze socketed axeheads.
Found ¢{not necessarily together) near Mullingar, 18360, NmI
1968 238, 338, 345, 351.

22. Bronze socKeted Knife. Found at Mullingar. Ulster Museum
182: 1913, Cat. Day Cell, ¢1213), 38: lot 271, Pl. ¥l:; Gloveaer
1978, 46.

£23. Bronze socKeted graver. From Mullingar. Ulster Museum
179-1913. Cat. Day Coll., £1313>, 38! lot 259; Glowver 1878,
48, Cf. Evans 1881, 17B.

24. Bronze Knife, razor with broad leaf-shaped blade. Found
near Mullingar in 12833. NMI S.A. 1913: 11°7. Cat. Day Coll.
{1913, 49 lct 338.

25. Hoard of scrap bronze. From near Mullingar. Hunt Museum
Limerick. Cat. Day Coll. (1813>, 49: lot 337! Doran 1981: S.

Iron Rge

26-7. Tuo bronze "pendants" {Y-shaped pieces). Found with a
new lost horse-bit at Mullingar. Fitzwilliam Museum Cambridge
27.6253. Cat. Day Coll. (1913), 58: lots 3d42-4. Raftery 1883,
35, 73.

28. Bronze horse trapping. From Mullingar. British Museum
1913.7-15.1. Cat. Day Coll £1313), 50: lots 342-4.

Early Historic

29. Zeomarphic penannular bhrooch. From Mullingar. British
Museum 1913.7-15.4. Cat. Day Coll. <(19t3)>, D54: let 3732
Kilbride-Jones (1988)>, g97: No. 42,
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3®. Bronze baluster-headed spiral-ringed pPin. From Mallingar .,
18280. Private possaeszion, Cat. Day Coll. {(18513), 53: lot 382’
Fanning 1374-5, 211! No. 4.

3t1. Bronte ringed pin. From Mull ingar. Cat. Present
whereabouts unkKnowun. Cat. Day Coll. ¢1213>, 53: lot 363.

322. Bronze round-headed stick ﬁin. From near Mull ingar, 1844,
Rovyal Cntar'io Museum. Teronto: Sturge (ex-Bateman <c¢oll.)
912.32.33. Prvor 1976: Mo, 12.

23. Bronze round-headed sticK pin. From near Mullingar, 1842.
Royal Ontaric Museum, Toronto:? Sturge {(ex-Bateman Coll.)
g818.33.32. Pryor 1976: No. 1S.

24, Bronze ztickK pin with undifferentiated head. From near
Mullingar, April 1343. Roval Ontario Museum, Toranto! Sturge
(ex-Bateman coll.? 918.33.95. Pryor 1376: MNo. 46,

25. Bead of blue and yallouw 3lass. From Mullingar. NMI 1943:
sS5.

36~7. Tuo iron ecclesiastical bells. From near Mullingar. NMI
WK. 212-4. Bourkxe 1980, €6,

32. Hoard of Anglo-Saxon coins deposited c.985. Found at Marl
Yalley, near Mullingar, 1841. NMI (Art & Industry? Coin
Register: 39-52. Dolley 1888, 31, 33, 31.

29. Hoard of seventeen Anglo-Saxon and Hiberno-Morse coins
deposited c.1825-5@. From Mullingar, 1356, Hall 1973-4, 78.

Angla-torman

42, Small silver bulla with ruby. Found near Mullingar. Cat.
Sirr Coll. C1841)>, 4: No. 2.

41, Gold stirrup finger ring. Reputed found near Mullingar
Tbut =zze Eozan 1381, 347-3)., NMI 1834:11. Armsirong 1314, 186:
Mo. 8.

Post-Medieval

42 -8, Five iron suwords. Found in the neighbourhood of

"Mullingar. MMI R.2351-55.

47. Seal matrix of Mullingar., Found in the neighbosurhood of
Mullinsar, 1880. Present whereazbouts unknoun. Wocds 1967, S8.

Other

428-9. Two stone hones. From Mullingar. MMl 1968: 374, 376.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL FPROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

The Problems

Mullingar is important o archaeclogical research for
four reasons. Firstly, it was the site of a prehistoric ford.
Secondly, in Early Historic times it belonged to the church
of Lynn and was probably a focus for settlemant. Thirdly,
during the thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries, it uwas
an important towun of Anglo-MNorman Westmeath. Fourthly, in the
tixteenth and seventeenth centuries the town was probably
expanded.

The number of prehistoric objects Ffrom Mull ingar or
attributed to its immediate wicinity i=s large, and liKe those
from Athlone, most are objects of Qquality. There is ho
evidence for settlement at Mullingar in prehistoric times but
the number of finds indicates that the site of the future
town wWwas Well Known to prehistoric man. The problem for
archaeclogy is to determine exactly uwhat was thera, a ford, a
rplace of ritual deposition or both?

Mill ingar belonged +to¢ Lvnn at least in the tuwelfth
century and possibly as early as the seventh but the eaxact
nature of the settlement there is unclear. Was it a secular
site administered by the church? Was it a church site? Ulheare
precisaly was it located?

The archaeology of the Anglo-Norman toun is significant
for the understanding of the changeover from the pre-Nerman
settlement to a fully fledged medieval town. Important too is
the clarification of what happened during the fourteenth,
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Did it shrink in size and
population? Was the toun deserted entirely”? Did it fall into
Irish hands?

The east-west axis formed by 0Ol iver PlunKett and Pearse
streets is probably the principal medieval street of the
town. This can only be confirmed by excavaticn, however, Jjust
as the nature of the road surface at variocus times can only
be discovered in this way. Streets should be examined
archaeclogically if at all possible because they permit not
only an examination of their surfaces but alsec allocuw the
results of excavations on one side of a street to be linKed
with those on the other. Thisz enables the recoenstruction of
entire streetscapes in the manner which has proved so
successful at MNovgorod.

The touwn uwas situated at a ford and it is important to
determine the nature of that ford and of the early bridges
which were built on its site.

The County Buildings cccupy the site of the motte and
bailey castle and although there are no signs of ancient
features above ground, it is possible that features such as




a touwn's archive but also diminishe:z the usefullness of those
which are preserved,.

The survey of its archaeclogy indicates that the site of
the town has been the scene of human activity in Prehistoric,
Early Historic, Medieval and post-Medieval times. Both
documentary sources and the Krnocuwn archaeclogical remains
indicate that the touwn uWas cccupied continuously from before
1288 A0 intoc the post-medieval period. There are no standinsg
remains of pre-1728 date, however, and PMullingar's medieval
buildings seem to have been demolished at an early date.
Although the destruction of buildings abowe ground has been
almost total, the street pattern of the medieval +toun is
largely intact and archaeological deposits are liKkely to
exist over a wide area of the town. Accordingly there is the
strong likKelihood of recovering house Ffoundations, refuse
pits, industrial areas, and workshops.

ARRCHAEOLOGY, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

It is evident from the feoregoing that archaeclogy is an
important means of learning about Mullingar's past and of
understanding the character and detailed form of the toun
today. This is more than just an academic pursuit because
without an appreciation sf the Ffactors which have shaped
Mullingar's present character, steps takKen to conserve that
character will not be wholly effective, or worse, Ffeatures
basic to its unique identity may be unwittingly destroved.

The protection of buried archaeclogical evidence preszants
seriocus problems for not only is there the pressure of
redevelopment and the high value of urban properties with
which toa contend, but the =zites themselves are cften
difficult to define or evaluate’ +their full archaeclogical
potential may only become apparent wuwhen an excavation is
undertakKen in advance of development or by ohserwvaticns made
wuhile development is in progress., It is crucial, therefore,
that a concerted effort should be made to safeguard its
archaeolegical heritage and that adegquate provisicon is made
for investigation in advance of any redevelopment. This is
best achieved by makKing the realisation of Mullingar's
archasological potential one of the objectives of its
development plan. The objective may then be achieved by
Judicious use of planning constraints and by conditions
attached to planning consents.,

Area of Archaeclosical Potential

The shaded porticn of the accompanving map (Fig. 18>
delimits the area of archaeoclogical potential within modern
Mullingar. In the absence of archaealogical excavations
within this area, little can be ssid of the extent and depth
of archaeoleogical deposits., South-west of the seventeenth
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the castle ditch survive below graund. The motte may have
been built upon the site of +the pre-Norman settlement and
accordingly this is & most important area for determining the
nature of pre-Norman Mullingar.

Nething is Kncun of the form or size of pre-seventeenth
century housing in the town. It is important to Know what
sort of buildings the medieval inhabitants of Mullingar 1ived
in and how these changed through time. Only when such hcouses
have been found can assessments be made of the impact of
native Irish, British and continental building techniques on
the town's craftsmen. A great deal of information about
thanges in building methods and fazhions can alsc be derived
from stratified sites in which the remains of successive
houses are preserved., Much remains to be learned about
Athlone's seventeenth century houses and oprortunites o
excavate sites of this periocd are alsoc most important.

The course of the towun defences outlined above is
speculative and it needs to be theckKed by excavation to
determine whether it iz correct or not. The periods of
construction, the variations in building, the forms of mural
towers and gatehouses, and the extent of the toun foesse are
at present unknown. In particular it is important to discowver
the exact line of the medieval defences because these may
have enclosed a larger or smaller area than indicated abowve.

It is unlikKely that the opportunity will arise +to
excavate on the site of All Saint's Church but the
opportunity could occur at the sites of the Dominican and
Franciscan friaries. Our Knowledge of the Fform, size and
character of these religous houses is nil. It is important to
remember that the architectural features and extent are only
one aspect of the archaeology of religous houses and the
excavation of a medieval cemetery, such as that conducted at
York, can provide otherwise uncbtainable evidence about
health, disease, diet, and mortality rates.

Archaeological Potential

Archaeclogy does not consist sclely of excavation nor
does it stop at ground level. The archaeoclogical evidence for
Mullingar's past comprises all the physical remains of man's
activities on the site of the touwn, from its first use as a
ford to the present day. The surviving street pattern,
property boundaries and standing buildimgs constitute the
uprpermost levels of the archaeolagical stratigraphy, and all
are relevant to the study of the touwn's past. Documentary
evidence also plavs a role in reconstructing the history of
azrly Mullingsar, but for the wide range of human activity
omitted from the uwritten accounts and for the early periods
without documentation archaeclogy iz our only source of
information. The evidence of archagology and “topography, of
architecture and of documents, is complementary? each gains
from the existence of the others and the unrecorded
destruction of one form of evidence not only removes part of
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century friary a housing scheme is being constructed which
may have destroved archaeclogical deposits. Deposits have
also been removed by the constructien of cellars on the
street frontage of Pearse and Oliver Plunkett streets.
Elsewhere, houever, there is little evidence for modern
disturbance. Accordingly, archaeoclogical deposzsits arsa liKely
to exist over the area of the walled toun, and its extension
into DominicK Street. This aresa is shaded pinkK on Fig. 18 and
the extent has been continued outside the walls slightly in
order to allow for a possible fosse. On the north-east side
of +the town an area has been delimited arourid the
seventeenth-century friary.
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Ardnurcher
a) Motte and bailey from north
b2 Supporting pier for draubridge.,

from

south-east.
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by Thomas Phillips, 1685 ¢NLI Ms.




Pl.

Pl.

Athlone

a) Court Devenish from south.

b) Wall plaque of John Waple 1621.
c) Bourke plaque 1639

4. Athlone
a) Court Devenish from south.

b) Wall plaque of John Marle 1621.
c) BourkKe plaque 1639,



Pl. 5. A Prospect of Athlone Castle by Thomas Phillips,

1685 (NLI Ms. 3137 [331>. The vieuw shows the
Elizabethan bridge of 1566/7 with the castle as it
appeared before its destruction in the siege of 1691.




Pl.

6.

Athlone.

a) The North Gate as depicted by Petrie in 1820.
¢(From Cromuell's Excursions through Ireland).

b) Stone plaque from the 1568/7 bridge.
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Pl. 7. Athlone.

a) Arms of Elizabeth I from 1568/7 bridge.
b) Exhibitionist figure ("Sheela-na-gig") in Athlone
Museum. Probably from Cluniac Priory.
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Pl.
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Incised cross-slab from Franciscan Friary

CONLOC DO CHADAL.

AILILL

Incised cross-slab from Franciscan Friary

AVE DUNCHATHO.

c) Castle:

b

Keep from south-east.



P1. §. Ballymore.
a) Motte and bailey from east.
b) St. Ouen's Churchyard: Chapel from east.




Pl. 18. a) Ballymore: stone tower (7?castle) from south.
b) Fore: St. Fechin's church. Figure on north side
of chancel arch.
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Pl. 11. Fora.
a) South Gate from north-west,
b>» North Gate from east prior to conservation.



Pl

12. Foret: St. Fechin's Church.
a) BGeneral view from south-uest.

b) llezst door.




Fore: | @4oss

Fore.

a) Anchorite's Chapel from south-east.

b) 8t. Fechin's churchyard:?

c) Benedictine Priory?
in church.

undecorated ringed cross
painted plaster above piscina
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Fore.

a) General view of Benedictine Priory uwith St.
Fechin's church in foresground

b) Benedictine Priory from south-uwest.

P1. 14.



Pl.

15.

Fore: Benedictine Priory.
a) Cloister arcade.
b) Cloister arcade detail.




Pl1. 18. Fore.
a) St. Fechin's Church?! cross head.
b> Benedictine Prioryt columbarium from south
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17

Pl.

in Village Green.

a) Disc-headed cross

's school.

Fechin
c) Shaft fragments of a cross near the lWest Gate

St.

b> Disc-headed cross near

27

(Lakill and Moortoun
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