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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Touns pose one of the most formidable problems faced by
archaeology today. Lived in and occupied over long periods of
time, and often covering quite large areas, they are the most
complex form of human settlement that we Know of. Deep
archaeological deposits have accumulated in most towns as a
result of the long period of occupation and, accordingly,
towns are among the most important areas of our heritage.
However, touns are also the homes of modern communities, and
are the centres of present—-day business, industry and
cultural life. The requirements of modern 1life has brought
considerable change to many touwns with extensive road
widening, building schemes, housing estates and industrial
development. The demolition of buildings and the digging of
deep foundations has brought about irrevocable change in the
appearance of touwns, and change, in this century, means more
thorough destruction than anything that has gone before. The
problem for archaeology is not one of preservation, although
this may be desireable, but of recording standing buildings
and archaeological levels before they are destroyed. The
unfortunate truth is that what is not recorded now has little

chance of ever being recorded later,

By its nature archaeology is concerned with the past of

ordinary people. The fragmentary building remains, pottery

sherds and scraps of wWworked stone or wood which the



archaeologist discovers cannot be used to reconstruct
political movements or great administrative changes. These
parts of our past can only be glimpsad from documents, from
what people who uere alive at the time have observed
themselves or heard related. Archaeological data, howaver,
can tell us a great deal about the everyday life of ordinary
people and the quality of that 1ife in terms of the
technological and economic resources of the particular time

and place in question.

Urban archaeology may be defined as the study of the
evolution and changing character of wurban commnities from
their earliest origins until modern times; more especially it
is concerned uith the reconstruction of the natural and human
environment within which and as part of which human actions
taKe place. A methodical definition such as this, however,
should not obscure the fact that urban archaeology |is
fundamentally concerned uwith the past of ordinary citizens,
of the form of their houses and streets, of the business of
their markKets and uworKshops, of the style and arrangement of
their churches, of health and disease, of the wvariety of
cultural, religous and economic activity? 1in short, it is
concerned with the life and death of communities ancestral to

our ouwn.

Development of Urban Archaeology

For long the study of the urban past has largely been the

preserve of historians, sociologists and geographers and it
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is only recently that the potential of archaeology to uncover
the pPast has been realised. Part of the reason for this |is
the general lack of awareness that almost all touns have
archaeological deposits. This stems In part from the
incomprehansion of the ordinary man-in-the-streat that a toun
which is lived-tn can have archaeological deposts at all:
purely because it is lived 1in, one tends to think that
everything of past ages, unless it is wvisibly standing has
been suept away. In part it also stems fraom the fact that the
construction on a vast scale of buildings requiring deep
foundations bas only occurred recently, and it is only as a
consequence that archaeological deposits have come to 1light.
It is alzo due to +the fact that, in previous centuries,
archaeological methods and techniques Were not advanced
enough to take advantage of opportunities even if they did
arise. Until relatively modern times the buildings of one
generation have been constructad upon the foundations of the
last. As structure replaced structure the ground lewel rose
slightly and over the centuries, in cities such as Dublin,
considerable depths of archaeological deposits have

accumulated.

It was at Novgorod in Russia that the potential of urban
archaeology was first revealed. There, organic remains uere
found in large quantities and it became possible to
reconstruct entire streetscapes and to chronicle the <changes
which happened in them as one generation succeeded the next
(¢ Thompson 1967). Gradually as excavation tookK place in

England and Germany it became apparent that the rich
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archaeological material in touwuns was not just a side-light on

urban 1ife but it

could contribute greatly to our

understanding of the

archaeology of entire periods and

regions. In Ireland the first scientific excavations wuere

commenced at Dublin Castle in 1961 and excavations wuwere to

continue in Dublin for the next tuwenty years. The interest

aroused by the High Street and, later, the |IWood Quay

excavations was widespread and it created an interest in the

archaeology of other touns. To date, excavations have taKen

place in about tuwenty Irish touns.

Urban sites are important to the archaeologist for a

number of reasons. Firstly, in all touwns archaeological

deposits form the earliest archive. Only a handful of Irish

touns are referred to prior to 1200 AD and it is only during

the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries that references

become anyway common. Yet the urban life of many touwns has

continued unbroken since the tuelfth or early thirteenth

century, while the origins of others lie in the VikKking, Early

Christian and Prehistoric periods. Even wuhen references occur

they rarely throw much light on daily life and tend to be

more concerned with political and administrative events.

Indeed, most individual properties within +towns have no

documentation relating

directly to them until the

late-seventeenth or early-eighteenth century. To all jntents

and purposes, then, individual sites within +touwns may have

remained completely prehistoric, in so far as they have no

documentation, wuntil

the seventeenth century or later.

Accordingly, archaeological excavation is important if one is



to gain any Knouledge of the initial period of a toun's

foundation or of how a particular area evolved and was used.

Secondly, touns usually possess a much greater depth of

stratigraphy than any other type of archaeological site.

Stratified deposits are important because they preserve the

sequence of developments on a particular site and the wealth

of finds associated with urban sites means that it is usually

possible to date both structures and 1layers quite closely.

This is particularly important because it maKes it possible

to establish tight chronologies for artefacts.

Thirdly, the archaeology of a region cannot be understood

Wwithout Knowing what happened to the towns within it. Each

town is a unique expression of the history of its area and

the destruction of its archaeology would leave an

irreplaceable gap in Knouledge of the evolution of the

region.

The recovery of this information is threatened, however,

by the increasing redevelopment and gradual expansion of our

cities and towns. It is very difficult to foresee the effects

’

of this redevelopment when the extent of archaeological

deposits is generally not Knoun to the Planning ARuthority and

it has happened in the past that the archaeological

significance of a site has only become apparent when building

WworkK was about to commence. 1t is important then that the

areas containing archaeological deposits should be identified

if the potential of this important part of our heritage is to
be realised.
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Purpose and Aim of the Present Survey

The Urban Archaeology Survey was established with monies

allocated for the purpose by

the Minister for Finance in

1882, 1ts purpose was to compile a corpus of archaeological

information on Ireland's touns and to present it in such a

way that it could be used effectively by the archaeologist,

urban planner, property developer, or interested 1layman. In

this regard the survey has been guided by a submission

prepared by the Royal Irish Academy on Urban Archaeology

which recommended that the report should have four aims:

1. "To evaluate critically the archaeological potential, both

above and below ground of the listed touwns".

2. "To emphasise areas uwhere +the archaeological deposits

could be preserved by the

Judicious wuse of new building
techniques and the presentation of open spaces, etc."
3. "To assess the level of destruction of the original

tounscape®”.

4. "To measure the effects of urban expansion

on originally
rural archaeological sites".

The chronological cut-off point beyond which material would

not be included was 1700 AD.

The identification of sites wuwhich wWwere yrban centres

before 1798 AD is not without difficulties. In many cases

such an identification is dependent on the survival of

documentary evidence. Houwever, it was felt that it was better



to follouw the existing worK of Graham (1977) and Martin
(19381) rather than impose new criteria. Accordingly the sites
which are included here are those for which there is evidence

of their status as boroughs prior to 1700 AD.

In the reports the material is presented as follouws: the
situation of the site is ocutlined and a brief account of its
archaeological and historical bacKground is provided. This is
followed by an archaeological inventory which endeavours to
catalogue both extant site; and those which are Knouwn from
documentary sources. Although the amount of information on
each town may wvary the catalogue follows the same format for
each entry, firstly detailing the information on streets and
street pattern, and following this with an account of the
domestic buildings, markKet places and economic features such
as quays and industrial areas. The seigneurial castle and
town defences are described next together uWith the religious
buildings of the toun. The evidence for suburbs and activity
outside the wuwalls is then outlined and the inventory
concludes with a summary aof +the archaeological axcavations
and a list of the stray finds. The i{nventory 1i1s <followed by

an assessment of the archaeoclogical potential of the stite.
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INTRODUCTION TO CO. KILDARE

The urban netWork which characterises the modarn county
is the product of grouwth and development over the past tuelve
hundred years. The earliest urban centre was the monastery of
Kildare which was a flourishing centre in the 1late seventh
century. It is only in recent years that scholars have
realisad that 'monastic towns', such as Kildare, existed in
Ireland before the coming of the VikKings who were to
establish tha port towns of Oublin, Cork, Waterford, LimerickK
and Wexford. Kildare is one of the few centres, however,
which had wurban functions at this early date and its
indigenous origins give it a great importance in Irish
archaeology. Leixlip, whose name is derived from the O0Old
Norse for salmon leap, is the only settlement which suggests
any direct ViKing presence in the county. By the tuelfth
century, houwever, it is possible +that Castledermot, O0ld
Kilcullen, and Naas also functioned as 'monastic touns', a
davelopment which was probably brought about by the grouth of

ViKing commerce,

The county of Kildare was established by the
Anglo-Normans shortly after their penetration intn the area
in the 1178s. During the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries
it included parts of the modern counties of Laocis, Offaly and
Carlow within its jurisdiction but by the sixteenth century

it had shrunk to its present size (Otuay-Ruthven 1358-9). The
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Anglao-Norman settlement concentrated in the eastern and

southern parts of the county. The Anglo-MNormans were great

economic developers and they founded touns more for economic

than defensive reasons. They ware intended to be

markKet-places for the produce of the neuly conquered soil and

their function as strongholds only came later. They also

established boroughs, settlements which had the legal

privileges of touwns but seem +to have functioned as large

villages.

During the initial years of the Anglo-Norman invasion

Kildare seems to have been regared as the principal town and

this is probably why it gave its name to the new county. By

the close of the Middle Ages, houever, Naas was the largest

town and it has ramained the administrative centre to the

present-day. In the south of the county the Anglo-Normans

established two large touns at Athy and Castledermot, and

contemporary documentation suggests that Moone and Ardscull

were also s5izeable settlements. Smaller baroughs in this area

Were Ardree, KilKea and Dunmanoge. In east Kildare, Ballymore

Eustace and Rathmore uere important centres on what was then

the main rocad south from Dublin. Clane appears to have bean

the largest centre north of Naas and smaller baroughs were

established at Celbridge, Cloncurry, Kill, Leixlip and

Oughterard. Rathangan is the only Known Anglo-Norman borough

in west Kildare, an area which was not densely settlad by the

Anglo-Normans, perhaps because so much of it was bogland.

Immediately south of Kildare +town Wwas +the boraough of

Silltothill, and maore or less centrally placed within the
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county was 0Old Kilcullen where the Anglo-Norman borough

succeeded a uwell-Known early ecclesiastical site.

In all, there is =2vidence for tuenty Anglo-Norman
boroughs and towns within Kildare. There may have been other
boroughs, houever, such as Maynooth, the centre of the
FitzGerald's great castle, but the historical documentation
is lacking and ue simply do not Know. It has been suggested
by Otway-Ruthven (1958-3, map) that there were boroughs at
Carbury, Straffan and Tipper but despite an intensive search
of published and unpublished sources, uWwe wWere unable to
uncover any evidence that they uere boroughs. In one case the
documentary evidence for the borough survives but Knouwledge
of the site's whereabouts is unknoun. This is the borough of

Ounlost mentioned as hauving burgesses ¢€.1320 (Martin 13981,

40> .

It is interesting to note that many of Kildare's medieval
boroughs uwere settlements prior to the coming of the
Anglo-Normans. Castledermot, Kildare, Kill, Moone, Naas, 0Old
Kilcullen, and Oughterard uere ecclesiastical sites,
documented before the Anglo-Norman invasion. Ardscull and
Clane are referred to in the early annals, and place-name
eyvidence suggests that Ardree, Athy , Celbridge, Cloncurry,
Dunmanoge, Kilkea, Leixlip, Rathangan and Rathmore were
already centres of activity before 1170. The +fact that the
Anglo-Normans chose these locations for their boroughs

suggests that they may have had village-liKe settlements at

the time of their arrival. The medieval boroughs and touns of
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Kildare2 afford a special opportunity of examining the

transition from pre-Norman to Anglo-Norman sattlements.

The fourteenth century was a period of economic decline
in Ireland and this was particularly apparent in Anglo-Norman
Kildare exposed as it was to attackKs from the 0O Mordha and O
Conchobair Failge. Athy was burned in 1388 and again in 1374:
Castledermot was sackKed by the MacMurroughs in 1405 and again
in 1427. The capture of these towns, both substantial
centres, indicates the military capabilities of the Irish, on
the one hand, but the weakness of the Anglo-Norman colony, on
the other. Many of the smaller boroughs were abandoned about

this time and have remained deserted ever since.

In the years after 1485, houever, Gearoid Mor, the great
earl of Kildare, engaged on a virtual reconquest of south
Kildare building castlas at Athy, Castledermot, Kildare, and
KilKea. These pProvided protection for the townsmen and gave a
stimulus to town growth which continued into the sixteenth
century. In particular, this is the time when Athy developed
into a large town largely because of 1its function as a

garrison town in the plantation of Laocois and Offaly.

The seventeenth century, despite its wars, was a century
of economic improvement but only one neuw toun was
established, Harristoun, found2d by the FitzEustaces. The
older centres of Celbridge, Clane, Kill, and Rathangan
revived in importance at this time but the fact that only one
new town was established within the county suggests that the

medieval urban network wWas functioning adequately.
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In the eighteenth century, the construction of the Grand
Canal created the towns of Robertstoun and Monasterevin,
mhile Prosperous developed around its linan mills. Kilcullen
became an important bridging point Wwith <the development of
the new route south, away from Rathmore-Ballymore Eustace +to
Naas -Kilcullen, and 0Old Kilcullen was abandoned in favour of
the new centre completely. Neubridge, one of the county's
larger towns today, only developed after 1816 with the

construction of the Curragh Camp and the army barrackKs there.

This report is concerned with the twenty-one sites which
had urban functions prior to 17890 A.0. (Fig. 1). The report
provides an account of the archasological remains at each
site and an assessment of the town or borough's importance to
archaeological research. It outlines the areas within the
touns where archaeological daposits are likKely to survive and
highlights the potential of these sites to increase our
Knouladge of the development of wurban 1life in Ireland.
Finally, recommendations are made as to HKhow this potential
can be best realised. Each toun is provided with a map
outlining its zone of archaeological potential in yhich the

follouwing colour code is used?

PinkK?: the zone of archaeological potential,
Red:® extant archaeological monuments.

Purple: sites of Knouwun monuments.

Some of Kildare's boroughs are nou deserted, pyt others

such as Athy, Castledermot, Celbridge, Clane, Kildare, Kill,
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Leixlip, and Maas are expanding touns ripe for urban
redevelopment in the near future. Uncontrolled redevelopment
at any of these sites will destroy the fragile archaeological
heritage of Kildare's touwns and it is the hope of this report
that the recommended staps will be taken in order to ensure
that urban development and archaeological research may go

forward together and benefit from one another.
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ARDREE

Ardree is located about 2 Klm south of Athy on a ridge
overlgocoKing the river Barrow. It was the site of an early
Anglo-Norman borough but nothing is Known of the pre-Norman

settlement here and even the original Irish form of the name

remains unclear.

ARCHAEOLDGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Ardree Was granted to Thomas le Fleming by Strongbouw
before 1176 (Orpen 1BS2, 1.3113) and he is almost certainly
to be identified with the Thomas of Flanders for whom Hugh de
Lacy built a castle c.1182 "in the furthest part of Ui
Muireadhaigh, separated from Ui Buidhe by the waters of the
Barrouw ™" (Scott and Martin 1978, 195). This castle, presumably
a motte, was most 1likely located at Ardree (Orpen 1997, 249;
Scott and Martin 1978, 340 n.371). Ardree was the centre of
Thomas ' manor and a borough was established there under his
patronage or that of Milo de Stanton, his succeessor as lord
of Ardree before the close of the tuelfth century. In a
charter dating to the 1190s Hugh Dullard granted two burgages
in Ardrea to St. Thomas' Abbey, Dublin <(Gilbert 1889, 1687,
Although Otway-Ruthven (1961, 1863) suggests that Milo de
Stanton moved the manorial centre to MounmohenoK <(Dunmanoge)
by the beginning of the thirteenth century, it would appear

that the borough continued to function and references occur
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to Nicholasz FitzAustin, provost, and William FitzElye.,
catchpole of Ardree, in an undated charter, perhaps
fourteenth century, in the Register of the Hospital of St.
John the Baptist, Dublin (Brooks 13936, 252»>. In 1287 sixty
cowks Were stolen from Ardree (Mills 18905, 1727-8, 1972, In
1318 the King granted a weekKly market to M™Milo le Poer who
then held Ardree (Tresham (828, p. 25 no. 1?79>. Thereafter
nothing more is heard of the borough which probably coltapsed
in the course of the fourteenth century. The population did
not vanish completely, however, and the census of 1659

returned a population of twenty-four for Ardree (Pender 13939,

495).

ARCHAEDLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. SITE OF THE BOROUGH
2. DDMESTIC HOUSES

3. MOTTE

4. CHURCH

5. LIST OF STRAY FINOS

1. SITE OF THE BOROUGH

No earthuworkKs survive to show the exact location of the
borough but it was almost certainly close to the church. it
mayY have stretched towards Ardreigh cross-roads on the north

and towards the river Barrow on the uest.
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2. DOMESTIC HOUSES

Mo structures survive but documentary references indicate
their former existence. In 1386 William de Athy complained
that William de Poer had pulled down his houses at Ardree and
carried their timber to his oun house at Dunlost where he had
burned it (Mills 1914, 268>, This would suggest the PpPresence
of timber buildings. In 1593-4 Sir Piers FitzJames FitzGerald
and his family were burned to death in his *"little castle
that was but thatched with strau or sedge in his town of
Ardree" by Kalter Reagh and the sons of Fiach Mac Hugh
O0'Byrne <(Hamilton 1898, 228; Gilbert 1882-91, i, 285,
indicating that there was at 1least one fortified house

structure here in the Later Middle Ages.

3. MOTTE

According to Giraldus Cambrensis Hugh de Lacy built a
casztle, almost certainly at Ardree, for Thomas de Flandars
c. 1182 (Scott and Martin 1878, 1852. In a grant before 1198
Milo de Stanton granted St. Thomas' Abbey, Dublin, “the site
in which the castle was located with the entire vard <(orto)"
(Gilbart 1883, 162>. This presumably indicates that the
functional life of the castle was at an end. Orpen ¢€19@7,
248) suggaested that the old burial ground at Ardree was built
on an artificial mound which may have been +the original

motte.



4. ARDREE CHURCH

Milo de Stanton granted the church of Ardree and five
messuages north of it to St. Thomas'®' Abbey, Oublin <(Gilbert
1889, 162). This grant was probably contemporary wuwith his
grant of the church of MounmohenokK to St. Thomas' which dates
to before 1199 (Gilbert 1889, 1613 McNeill 1850, 27>. The
grant was confirmed by Adam de Stanton, Milo's son and heir
(Gilbert 18839, 163, 367> but the church of Ardree did not
remian in the possession of St. Thomas' for 1long. It uas
listed among the possessions of the diocesa of QDOublin which
were confirmed to the archbishop by Prince John before 1199
(McNeill 1952, 24, and when Henry de Londres, archbishop of
Dublin 1213-28, confirmed St. Thomas' in possession of its
churches he pointedly excluded Ardree (Gilbert 18839, 295)>.
The church of RArdree was granteed to Philip de Bray c.1213-14
when he was instituted as first precentor of St. Patrick's
Cathedral (White 1957, 4). The church seems to have been of
importance during the late twelfth and thirteenth centuries.
It had at least two attached <clergy and had a number of

annexed chapels (Gilbert 1889, 161, 1683, 367).

The church site is situated on the highest point of the
ridge owerlookKing the river Barrou. The ground slopes
gradually away to the south, east and north. on the wuwest
thaere is a drop of c.3 m to the road. An overgrouwn rise in
the centre of the churchyard may represent collapsed masonry.
There is no evidence for ancient remains. Two stretches- of

wall are present on the south side of the graveyard but both
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appear to be of recent origin.

S. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

Seven glazed pottery sherds of thirteenth/ fourteenth
century date and five unglazed sherds wuere picKked up by
Survey staff in topPsoil removed by Athy U.D.C. from the small
field inmediately north of the graveyard in order to

facilitate access to the graveyard.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Ardree is a good example of a deserted medieval borough,
The documentary sources indicate that it was established at
an early date in the Anglo-Norman conquest of Leinster but it
is not clear why this particular site was chosen. There is no
avidence for pre—Norman activity and the site affords the
interesting opportunity of examining an Anglo-Norman borough

founded on virgin soil.,

It is difficult to guage the exact extent of the borough
but it was almost certainly located in the immediate vicinity
of the church. The documentary sources indicate that there
were wWooden houses within the borough and it is to be
expected that their remains survive below ground level,
together with pits and industrial debris. Sherds of

thirteenth/ fourteenth century pottery have been found

immediately north of the churchyard and indicate that



archarological deposits are present in this area. The church
itself may be built on tor of the motte constructd by Hugh de
Lacy but it would require excavation in its vicinity or
Wwithin the grounds of Ardreigh House to determine if this |is
the case or not. The borough may have extended +towards the
mill but there is a considerable drop in ground level here.
The mill its2lf may well have been built on the site of a

med ieval structure.

Archaeological deposits have been disturbed in the
construction of the new access uway, north of the churchyard,
and have probably been removed during the landscaping of the
grounds of Ardreigh House. FElseuhere, however, there Iis
little ewvidence for disturbance and it is 1liKely that
archaeological deposits are intact over parts of the site.
Accordingly there is the potential to discover the extent of

this settlement, and the nature of its houses, streets, and

defences, if any.

In summary, the archaeological data indicates that the
borough uwas occupied during the Middle Ages. Documentary
records of the site are few and in the future archaeological
excavation is 1ikKely to be the principal means by uhich
additional Knowledge can be obtained. The borough is under
pressure from prospective housing developments because of its
position, close to Athy. A number of neWw houses have been
built in this area and it is that any future
deyelopment should be monitored otheruise archaeological

information is liable to be lost neaedlezsly.



Area of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of the accompanying map (Fig. 2)
del imits the area of archaeological potential within Ardree.
This is based essentially on the church, and because there is
a lack of information at present on the precise extent of the

borough it is suggested that all worKs within the shaded area

be monitored.







ARDSCULL

Ardscull is a deserted borough situated on the Dublin -~
Athy road some 4Klm north-east of Athy. It occupies 3
command ing position on a hill which rises onlYy slightly above
the 390°*' countour but which affords extensive vieuws in all
directions. The placename is derived from the Irish Ard Scol
but its meaning and ultimate darivation are unclear.
0'Oonovan (0.S. Letters, Kildare, ii, 237> explained it as
wthe hill of the shouts® or alternately “the hill of the
herces", while Hogan (1919, 48) has suggested "the hill of

the schools”®. Both O0'Oonovan and Hogan note the tradition in

the Book of Lecan that Ardscull was the site of a battle

betuween the Laigin and Mumhain in the second century AD.

There are no documentary references to Ardscull before the

coming of the Normans but the presence eof a possible
souterrain in the motte and the evidence for enclosuras

around the church site may indicate that there uWas settlement

here before the late tuwelfth century.

ARCHAEOLDGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

in 1282 it was noted that William de Mohun had held
Ardscull until his death and that there were one hundred and
s ixty burgages there (Sweetman 1875-86, ii. 448). The same
resence of a mill and a church

document also mentions the P

and it implies that Ardscull Was a settlement of some



importance in the late thirteenth century. William de Mohun
held Ardscull as part of his lands of Moone (Orpen 1911-20,
iii, 191> and it may be assumed that, liKe Moone, Ardscull
had originally formed part of the seigneurial demenses of the
lords of Leinster and had passed to the de Mohun family
through the marriage of Reginald de Mohun to lsabel de
Ferrers, grand-daughter and heiress of William Marshall, who
had succeeded Strongbou as lord of Leinster (Orpen 1911-20,
iii, 97, 101>. Marshall established a borough at Moone during
the first decade of the thirteenth century and it is likKely
that Ardscull was established at this time also. In this
respect it is interesting to note that both boroughs had the
same number of burgages, 169, during the late thirteenth
century. The origins of the borough remain obscure, houever,
but references to the provost and catchpole of Ardscull in an
undated charter in the Register of the Hospital of St. John
the Baptist, DOublin, demonstrate that it has an autonomous

municipal authority (Brooks 1936, 252-~3).

Hol inshed records that Ardscull was burned in 1286 by
Philip Stanton (Miller and Power 13738, 280), wuwhile in 13186
Edward Bruce defeated the justiciar's army 2 KIm north of
Ardscull at SkKerries (Brewer and Bullen 1871, 131).
Subsequently the borough fades out of history and it may not
have survived beyond the fourteenth century. In 12939 John de
Mohun surrendered 211 of his lands in Kildare to the <croun.
These included his demense at Ardscull and the borough uwas
probably surraendered also (Sueetman 1875-86, iv, 115-17;

Mills 1914, 29). John de Mohun's lands wWwere in turn granted
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by the king to John Wogan, the justiciar in 1305 (Swheetman
1873-88, o, 127-8>, and Ardscull probably passed to the Wogan
family. In 1348 thirty of the O'Dempseys were slain at
Ardscull by Thomas Wogan and Walter Lenfant <(Butler 1849,
34>. By the sixtaenth century, houwaver, Ardscull belonged +to
the earls of Kildare. After the attainter and forfeiture of
the lands of Gerald, earl of Kildare, Ardscull Kas leased to
Martin Pelles of Athy in 15449 ¢7 RDKPR1, 76: no. ags) but it
seems to have returned to the earls of Kildare because the
Civil Survey records that <the earl owned two-thirds of
Ardscull in 1854 (Simington 1952, 9@). The other +third wuwas
held by Nicholas Wolfe and, in 1531, an Edmund Wolfe was
recorded as holding some part or all of Ardscull ¢ [r Rec Comm
1226, Co. Kildare, James I, no. 34>. pNone of these later
references, however, give any indication that the borough uas
still in existence. The census of 1E59 recorded a Population

of thirty-six at Ardscull (Pender 19339, 483>,

ARCHAEDLDGICAL INVENTORY

1. SITE OF BORDUGH
2. THE MOTTE
3. CHURCH

4. OTHER FEATURES
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1. SITE OF BOROUGH

The precise site of the borough is lost but there are tuwo
potential locations, one on the hill beside the motte, the
other near the old churchyard. The borough is described as
having one hundred and sixty burgages and these Would have
occupied a considerable area. Castledermot, for instance, was

of the same size.

Rocque's map of Ardscull in 1756 shouws an "old road”
running north-eastuards roughly parallel to the then modern
road to Bublin, and c. 159 m east of it, on the south side of
the motte (Athy Estate maps TCD>. About 1590209 m due south
of the motte this old road widens out, possibly into a
market-place, which may denote the site of the borough. The
aertal view (Fig. 3) shouws different field systems +to those
del ineated on the O0.S. map, and Rocque's "old road* is
apparent as two parallel lines, south-east of the motte. None

of these features is wvisible on the ground because of

intensive tillage.

A siting on this hilltop would have been very exposed for
a settlement, houever, and it {s possible that the borough
was located on louwer ground away from the motte, in a manner
similar to the borough of Bunamase, con. Laois. In that case
the area near the former church is the most liKely centre of
occupation. Two sherds of +thirteenth/ fourteenth century
pottery uwere found wuhile field walkKing in the itmmaediate
vicinity of the church, indicating that there was activity in

that area during Anglo-Norman times.




2. THE MOTTE

It is remarkable that there are absolutely no medieval
references to this enormous hill-top motte situated in a
commanding position affording extensive views in all
directions. On analogy wWwith other mottes, houwever, and it may
be assumed that it was built in the late twelfth or early
thirteenth century. The first clear reference to the motte is
in 16854 uhen the BookK of General! Orders noted a request from
the inhabitants of Co. Kildare for the State to contribute
£30 "towards the finishing of a Fort that they have built at
the Mote of Ardscoll ... & that the same may be a garrison”
(Omurethi 1896-8, 188). There is no indication that the motte
was garrisoned in the seventeenth century but it is likely
that the complex of buildings noted on the motte in 1789
belong to the mid-seventeenth century rather than to the

Middle Ages (Gough 1788, iii, pl. opP. P. 483).

Description (Figs., 3-4)

Large oval-shaped mound, surrounded by a ditch and bank,
nouw planted with trees. The long axis is orientated
east-west, and the mound tapers from its basal dimensions of
125 m (east-uest) by 88 m (north-south) to a summit measuring
46 by 31 m, which is enclosed by a bank. This bank rises
betueen 4-5 m above the level of the interior and ranges in
width from 10.5 m on the north to 13.5 m on the east. The
entrance was on tha uwest where there is an opening through

the upper bankK and a causeuway across the ditch. There js no
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evidence for internal structures on the summit although an
eighteenth century account by Beaufort (in Gough 1783, 483)
shous the former presence of structures on the interior (Fig.
4). North of the entrance is a crescentic-shaped area, 28 by
14 m on which Beaufort shows a large rectangular building.
South of the entrance is a small sloping platform, 24 by 5 m.
Beaufort shous an elongated structure on the east side of the
summit, and south of it was an opening which he says 1led to

either a uwell or a "cave® (? souterrain).

The ditch is between 6 and 7 m wide and the external bank
is 19 m wide and rises to a height of 2 m above the ditch
bottom. The banK broadens on the east side where it forms a
sloping crescentic platform, measuring 3@ by 14 m. Traces of
a rectangular structure survive at the north end of this
platform and Beaufort's plan shouws further buildings to the
south. On the south side of the platform Beaufort shouws a
rectangular enclosure wuwhich is represented nou by tuwo
eastwardly projecting banks, lacKing their returns. These are

2 m in Width and 82 cm high.

A sub-rectangular area is visible from aerial photographs
on the north side of the motte. This may be the remains of a
ploughed-out bailey. Field walking in +the area uncovered

sherds of post-medieval pottery and a furnace bottom.
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3. ARD3CULL CHURCH

The first recorded reference to the church of Ardscull
occurs in a liszst of the deaneries of the diocese of QDOublin,
Probably dating to the later 1278's., in which the church was
noted as belonging to the common fund of St. PatrickK's
cathedral, Dublin ¢(Gilbert 1835, 147). This is repeated in
1284 (20 ROKPRI, 61: no. 150). It may be that Ardscull! was
acquired by St. Patrick's alang with the church of Moone,
given to St. PatrickK's c.1222, because the sixteenth century
Repertor ium Viride noted that Ardscull was a chapel of the
mother -church of Moone (Lhite 18941, 211). Otheruwise, nothing

is Known of the history of this church.

Description

The church lies within a circular stone-walled enclosure,
1 Klm south-east of the motte. The aerial phatograph <(Fig. 32
shows that the enclosure was originally surrounded by two
widely spaced banks and there was a rectangular enclosure
attached to the north-east corner of the outer bank. The
fields in which these banks lie have been extensively tilled
and no features survive above ground. A large quantity of
stone is piled up around the perimeter of the grawveyard and
it probably represents field clearance. Within the graveyard
is a raised rectangular area denoting the church site but
there are no standing remains. No pre-170@ monuments are

present.
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4. OTHER SITES
Mill

The presence of a mill, belonging to the de Mohuns, is

recorded in 1282 (Sueetman t375-86, ii, 448> and 1299

¢(Sweetman 1875-86, iv, 399-19; v, 115-17). Since there does

not appear to be any convenient source of water pouer it may
be assumed that this uas a windmill.
Moated Site

18986

This site, Knoun as Ardnacuth was ploughed down c-
¢(Omurethi 1896-8, 195>, It Was some 850 m south-east of the

motte and is denoted today by a stony area flanked by tuwo lou

ridges uWithin the tilled fiald. During its destruction in the

nineteenth century, the local farmer "came across a large
number of animal bones and teeth, a horse’'s and a cou's

sKull, as well as a sort of iron bill hook, about a foot in
length., with teeth, and a socket for the insertion of the
handle. In the north-eastern corner of the rampart he came

across an unflagged chamber, full of blacK barley and ashes,
of which he dreu away twenty-seven cartloads, and used it as
manure. Just outside this find, in the trench, in one place,
was a very soft dry spot, doun which his shovel went as if
through water’? the length of his shovel and his arm did not
reach the bottom. He did not examine it further (Omurethi

1896-8, 194). The "unflagged chamber" referrad to uas

probably a grain-drying Kiln.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Ardscull is an example of a deserted borough. It is clear

from the documentary sources that it was a large and

important settlement in thirteenth century Kildare. Today,

houever, the only indicators of its former greatness are the

motte and the ruined churchyard. The precise site of the

borough is unkKnouwn and, at present, it is only possible to

say that it was probably situated on the ridge near the motte

or in the fields near the churchyard. It wWwill require

excavation in these areas to determine which location is the

correct one. The extent of the borough is unKnoun as is the

nature of its houses, streets, and defences, if any. The old

church is surrounded by enclosures which suggest that it may

be a site of pre-Norman date and, if so, would have been an

important determinant effecting Anglo-Norman settlement in

the area. Nothing is Known of the form, layout or extent of

this church site. The motte is an outstanding site, one of

the largest in the country, yet its date of construction

remains unkKnown as does the layout of its original buildings,

and the nature of the seventeenth century alterations. The

possibility of a souterrain in the mound indicates that this

may be a pre-Norman site but only excavation can

satisfactorily determine this. The historical evidence

suggests a decline in the fortunes of the borough during the

fourteenth and fifteenth centuries but +the nature of this

decline remains unclear.

From the point of view of answering these questions it is
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to be regretted that the area has been subjected to deep
ploughing. This has effectively destroyed all superficial
2y idence for the borough with the exception of the motte and
church site. Accordingly it is 1ikKely that archaeological
deposits have been destroyed over much of the shaded area on
Fig. 6, and it is likKely that only deeply-cut features such
as trenches and pits will have survived. The recovery of
these pit and trench-bottoms is imPortant, houwever, because
it will shed light on the exact whereabouts of the borough
and its original extent. From the evidence of the documentary
sources it is likely that the thirteenth and the seventeenth

centuries will be the ones best represented in the

archaeological record.

In summary, the borough was an important site in the
thirteenth century and may have been the scene of human
activity in Early Historic times. Documentary records of +the
site are few and in the future archaeological excavation is
likely to be the principal means by which additional
KnouWledge can be obtained. The borocugh is not wunder direct
threat from commercial develapment but its close position to
Athy makKes it likely that it will come wunder presure from

hous ing developments in the near future.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of +the accompanying map (Fig. 8)
delimits the area of archaeological potential within

Ardscull. This outlines the maximum area that the thirteenth



century borough is 1liKely to have occupied. It includes an

area on the ridge arocund the motte and a second area in the

vicinity of tha old churchyard. Tha area of the moated site

is also outlined.
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ATHY

Athy, the largest town in south Kildare, is situated at
an important crossing point on the river Barrouw. The
placename is derived from Ath 1, "the ford of Aei"”, a warrior

Killed here in a legendary combat <¢0.S. Letters, Kildare, ii,

146; Comerford 18391-5a, 57-8).

ARCHAREOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BARCKGROUND

The importance of Athy as a ford in prehistoric times is
indicated by the number of prehistoric objects found during
the Barrow drainage. Tuenty-two stone axeheads indicate that
the site of the future touwn was uell Knouwn during the
Neolithic, while one bronze axehead, three bronze looped
spearheads, a bronze socketed dagger, and tuwo bronze swords
testify to its continuing importance during the Bronze Age.

There is no evidence, houwever, to indicate that Athy was

important in either the ensuing Iron Age or Early Historic

per iods.

Athy was not among the earliest centres of Anglo-Norman
activity in Kildare and there iz na evidence for any
significant settlement here prior +to the middle of the
thirteenth century wuwhen the existence of tuo priories

suggests that a sizeable settlement was coming into being.

The church of St. Michael was in existence by 1297 (Mills
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1995, 182, 282> although there is no indication that it had

the status of a pariszh church at this time. A reference, also

in 1297, to Thomas janitor of Athy raises the possibility

that Athy was actually enclosed in the late thirteanth

century (Mills 1995, 182). The sergeant of the "ward of Athy"

is also mentioned in 1297 and implies the existence of a

castle or gacl there (Mills 1995, 173>. A further indication

of the increasing status of Athy ts +the fact +that the

justiciar, John Wogan, held court here in 1396 (Mills 1914,

267). It would seem then that an important settlement was

daveloping at Athy from at least the mid-thirteenth century

which boasted two priories, a parish church and probably a

castle or gaol by +the close of the century. Trade and

commerce along the Barrouw are indicated and there is also the

posibility that the settlement may have been enclosed. The

impetus to this development presumably came from the St.

Michael family who, as lords of the barony of Reban since the

conquest, were also the lords of Athy (0Otway-Ruthven 1961,

1707 Mills 1995, 328>, and they probably established the

borough here. The earliest positive evidence for the

borough's existence is in 1326 when Geoffrey de Hereford,

burgess of Athy, is referred to (McNeill 13932, 7>, but it may

have been astabl ished a century before this time. In 1339,

after the death of Sir Gerald de St. Michael, lord of Athy,

the royal escheator accounted for the profits of +the mill,

court of extern hundred, ueirs and tolboll of ale, which had

belonged to Sir Gerald at Reban and Athy (53 RDKPRI, 39).

In common with the Anglo-Norman colony genetally, Athy
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began to experience a much greater degrea of insecurity and

exposure to attacks by the Irish in the later medieval
pariod. The settlement was burned by the Irish in 13@8
(Otuay-Ruthven 1968, 219), and both the toun and priory uere
burned by the O Mordha of Laois in 1374 <(Tresham 1828, 87:
no. 68). Being well outside the Pale, Athy became
increasingly isolated during the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries but it remained an important outpost guarding the
route between Dublin and the Anglo-Irish territories of the
south-east. It appears that the gowvernment was makKing special
provision for the defence of Athy from the early fifteenth
century. The bridgse of Athy was repaired about 1415 and new
fortifications were constructed in 1417 (Otway-Ruthven 13968,
351-3: Cosgrove 13981, 48). In 1422 and 1423 William Scryvener
was granted custody of the castle, bridge and toun of Athy
(Tresham 1828, 225S: no. 23?7 234: no. 38). In 1431, the lord
lieutenant appointed Sir Richard Wellesley to take custody of
the town and defend it against the native Irish (Tresham
1828, 251¢ no.23). On this occasion, the touwn of Athy uwas
described as the “"greatest fortress and Key of the
countryside”". Little is Known of the history of the +toun in
the fifteenth century but by 1515 it belonged to the earl of
Kildare. In that year Athy and Kildare uwere granted charters
of incorporation by Henry VIII. This cha?ter gave the
inhabitants the right to elect a prowost, granted the toun a
WeeKly market, and authorised the inhabitants to fortify the

touwn uwith ditches and walls of stone and lime, granting them

customs and other income to pay for jts construction and
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uPKeep (MacNiocaill 1964a, 182-5). nAthy was one of the
strongholds of Silken Thomas in his revolt of $1534-5 <(Breuer
and Bullen 1867, 62) and it wWwas forfeited by the earl of
Kildare on his subsegquent attainder. In 1544 +the manor of

Athy uwas leased to Martin Pelles (7 ROKPRI, 45: no. 125).

It is unclear whether Athy suffered damage during Silken
Thomas ' rebellion but it continuad to be exposed to attacks
by the Irish. In 1549 the Dominican friary wWwas burned by
Donald McCare Kavanagh (White 1943, 172) and it is unlikKely
that the town escaped damage on this occasion. In 1546 the
town and monastery of Athy uWwere burned by the O tMordha of
Laois and the O Concobhair of Ui Failge (AFM). The toun u4as
again burned by Ruaidhri 0Og O Mordha, probably in 1577
(Dowling in Butler 18439, 42> but in spite of these reverses,
its strategic importance to the government ensured its
survival. The castle and bridge were repaired after the 1536
attack (Breuwer and Bullen 1867, 96-7, 181; Hamilton 1869, 19)
and uwere garrisoned throughout the sixteenth century (e.g.
Hamilton 1867, 266). It is also evident that by the end of
the century, at teast, the "abbey of Athy", by Wwhich the
Dominican friary on the east bank is probably intended, Was
alszo garrisoned (AtKinson 18395, 361). In 1591 Athy was listed
as one of the main towns of county Kildare along with
Castledermot, Kildare and MNaas (Mahaffy 1912, 597). The
military presence continued into the seventeenth century as
is showun by the presence of garrisons of 150 men in 682
¢(Mahaffy 1912, 524> and 198 men in 1608 (Russell and

Prendergast 1874, 33). A new charter of incerporation was
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granted by James 1 in 1613 (bleinbaum 1943, 1957 cf. Comerford
1891-Sa, 62>. The town wWwas heavily garrisoned during the
rebellion of 1641-2. In 1842 three separate companies of one
hundred men each uwere stationed there (Gilbert 1895, 135,
139, 1489-1: Hogan 1936, 167) while there was another garrison
in the castle (Gilbert 1895, 127, 129). In 1648 Athy was held
by troops of Ouen Roe O'Neill with garrisons in the castle
and Oominican friary. These uere both bombarded in an
unsuccessful siege by Preston which caused serious damage. In
1650 the catholic forces under Dillon blew up the castle and
the bridge on the approach of the Cromuwellians under Heuwson

(Murphy 1902, 284>.

The strategic importance of Athy continued after the
Restoration and there are references to troops being
garrisoned here in 1E83-4 (Gilbert 1895, 271, 305, 397> and
1686 (Gilbert 1835, 429>, The census of 1653 recorded a
population of 452 in the borough of Athy (Pender 1939, 403>
which is significantly higher than the figures for either
Castledermot (249>, Kildare (359> or Naas (303> and 1is an
indication of the relative prosperity of Athy at this time.
Two serious fires occurred around 1687@ when it was recorded
that the inhabitants, many of whom are described as YEnglish
tradesmen"” had suffered much both "“by the late rebellion and
by tuWo fires which lately destroyed most of their houses”
(Mahaffy 191@, B82). It was noted that the inhabitants wuwere
rebuilding their town wuwith the encouragement of their

landlord, the earl of Kildare and also of Charles I1 who

directed the lord lieutenant to grant the corporation tuwo



annual fairs to aid in "rebuilding their

trade there". Thus, although there is no

of the extent of the damage caused by
appear that significant rebuilding took
in and after 1670. In 1682 Thomas
described Athy as "ewery way commodious

manifacture being driven, poore”.

_S2 -

town and renewing
Precise indication
the fires it would
place within the town
MonkK c1999-11, 342)
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1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

Although Athy is divided into two parts by the river
Barrouw its street pattern is linkKed forming a linear plan,
based on the east-west axis of Leinster Street and Ouke
Street (Figs. 7-8). On the east side of the river this axis
is intersected by Stanhope and Offaly Streets which run
north-south, while on the west side of the Barrow the only
other major street is WoodstocK Street, leading north touards
Port Laoise. The date of this street pattern is difficult to
establish. It has been suggested that it is of medieval date
(Bradley 1935, 448) but it is evident from the layout of the
markKet square that there was considerable replanning of Athy

in the late seventeenth or early eighteenth centurvy.

2. MARKET PLACE

The present rectangular market place with the Touwn Hall
at its southern end is a piece of eighteenth century touwn

planning. The location of the medieval marKet vplace Iis

unclear.

3. DOMESTIC HOUSES

A pattern of long narrow plots is present on either side
of Leinster Street at its eastern end. This is a surwvival of
the burgage plot pattern but it is unclear whether it is of
medieval or seventeenth century date. The pattern is less

obvious at the western end of Leinster street but it is
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Prasent on the south side of Duke Street. Despite the

presence of this plot pattern there is no visible evidence of

structures of pre-1700 date.

4. INDUSTRIAL AREAS

There is good evidence for uwater mills on the Barrow at

Athy prior to 1780. Sir Gerald de St. Michael held the

profits of a mill at Athy or Reban until his death c.1338 (53

RDOKPR1, 392 and there are records of water-mills belonging to

both the priory of St. Thomas or St. John and the Dominican

friary at Tullaghnorre and/ or ClokKeuwory (Archdall 1876, 249

n. 4). In 16854 the Civil Survey noted two mills in the parish

of St. John's Hospital, Athy, on the west banK of the Barrou,

and three mills in the towun of Athy itself (Simington 1852,

86-7).

No mill=s survive within the present town but a mill

stream is shown on the west banK on earlier editions of the

D.S. map, running from St. John's graveyard to the Barrouw

south of the bridge. Another mill stream is shown on the east

side of the Barrow, running southwards from Rathsteuwart

Br idge to the river south of Cromaboo bridge. The mill on the

latter stream was located east of White's Castle, on the site

now occupied by the Castle Inn. These mill streams are also

shownh on Rocque's map of Athy but they are now filled in.
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S. QUAYS

It is probable that there uwere quays on the Barrow from

at least the late thirteenth century when the passage of

boats from Neuw Ross to Athy is first referred to (Mills 139@5,

202>. A liKely position for the quays is south of the bridge

in the area of Barrouw Quay.

6. BRIDGE

The earliest direct reference to a bridge at Athy occurs

in 1417 when it was repaired by Sir John Talbot (Comerford

1891-5a, 60; Otway-Ruthven 13968, 351-39 and it is referred to

again in 14923 (Tresham 1828, 234: no. 39). It is likely,

houwever, that a bridge was present from the mid-thirteenth

century, linKking the settlement on either side of the Barrouw.

The early bridges may have been of timber as is suggested by

the account of 1536 which recorded that O Mordha "prostrated

the piles [castles ] at the bridge's end [and]l the bridge all

razed” in order to prevent the Lord Deputy from taKing

control of it (Breuwer and Bullen 1867, 96-7). The bridge was

subsequently repaired, however (Brewer and Bullen 1867, 101

Hamilton 1868, 19). Similarly in 15939 the earl of Essex came

to Athy with a large force and recowvered the castle which had

been held by James FitzPiers FitzGerald and repaired the

bridge "which was brokKen doun in several places” (AtK inson

1899, 38, 53). This would appear to have been a stone bridge,

houvever (Omurethi 1993-5, 53). In 1650 the bridge was again

brokKen before the approaching Cromuwellians (McNeill 1943,
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327). The present bridge was constructed in 1794.

7. CASTLE

In 1417 Sir John Talbot, lord Furnival, constructed a
tower to protect the bridge and garrisoned it (Comerford
1891-5Sa, 689; Otway-Ruthven 1868, 351-3). This may be the

'castle of Athy' which was placed in the custody of MWilliam

Scryvener in 1422 (Tresham 1828, 225! no. 23). Nothing is
Known, however, of the form, date or location of this castle.
The earliest refarence to a castle which can be positively

identified occurs in 1515 when the kKing was recommended +to

give "the castles of Bridge and Athye ... to an English

captain, for a stay betwixt the county of Kildare and O'More"”
(Brewer and Bullen 1867, B). The bridge castle is clearly the
structure Known today as White's castle but it is not clear
where the other, "Athye" castle, uwas located. It may be the
castle referred to in 1422. In 1316 the priory of St. Thomas
granted a castle situated on the west side of the ©bridge to
Edmund Harrold, for the use of the earl of Kildare (Ir. Rec.
Comm. 1826, Kildare: Eliz. no. 1> and this was granted to
Gerald, earl of Kildare, in 1568 (11 RDKPRI, 185¢ no. [2992).
1t is possible that this is the second castle referred to in
1515 but it is at least equally likely that it was a
fortified domestic house, perhaps the "stone house" in the
par ish of St. John's Hospital, listed in the Civil Survey of
1654 (Simington 1852, 86). The Civil Survey also 1lists tuo

castles in Athy which uere presumably on the east side of the
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river (Simington 1952, 87). One of +these may be UWhite's
Castla but the identity of the second structure remains

unclear. The possibilty also remains that the castle of Athy

referred to in 1422 and 1515 is to be identified with

lWoodstock castle, a thirteenth century structure, north of
the town. This possibility is unlikely, houever, because it

is usually referred to under the name of Woodstock.

WHITE'S CASTLE

A petition of 1417 notes +that a new tower had been
recently built on the bridge of Athy (Comerford 1891-Sa, §£O:
Omurethi 1983-5, 497 QOtuay-Ruthven 1968, 351-3) and, as noted
already, it is again referred to in 1515 (Brewer and Bullen
1867, 6>. Comerford (1891-35a, 60~-1> noted a tradition that it
was built by Gearoid Mor, earl of Kildare, in 1506. It
certainly belonged to the earls at this time and was one of
the strongholds of "Silken Thomas®" in his rebellion of 1534-S
(Brewer and Bullen 1867, 62). It was repaired in 1536 by the
Lord Deputy ., Lord Leonard Grey (Hamilton 1869, !9). After the
rebellion the castle was seized by the Crouwn and it was wused
by royal officials. In 1548, for instance, the Lord Deputy.,
Sir Eduward Bellingham, wrote from the "Bridge of Athy"” on an
expedition against the O Mordha and O Conchobhair Failge
(Hamilton 1869, 85, 93>. In 1569 it was described as the
"Newcastell on the bridge of Athie® (1! RDKPRI, 203: no.
1356). In 1588 the castle was occupied and garrisoned by

James FitzPiers FitzGerald who held it against <the Croun
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forces under Sir Richard Bingham (AtKinson 38395, 361). In the
following year he was compelled to surrender the castle to
the earl of Essex, who marched on Athy with a 1large force
(AtKinson 1893, 38)>. No further direct references to the
castle are Knowun although it is probably the castle which uwas
garrisoned by a constable and forty warders in 1841-2
(Gilbert 1885, 127, 129). According to Murphy (1902, 284) it
was bombarded by Preston in 1648, and was blown up by

Confederate forces on the approach of the Cromuellians.

Description (Figs. 8-12?

Rectangular three floored tower house with a base batter.
It has basal dimensions of 11t.2 by 9.2 m and it is some 12 m
high on the uest side with a further 3 m of stepped parapets
and modern brickuork. The castle lies on the east side of the
Barrow, on the north side of Leinster St and contols the
bridge giving access to the town from the west. Originally it
may have been constructed on an island because the mill
stream would have cut it off from the toun on the east. The
masonry is roughly coursed limestone with dressed Aquoins. A
three floored addition was added on the north in the
nineteenth century. The castle is in private hands and access

to the interior was refused to the Survey's staff.

The ground floor was originally entered through a pointed
door with chamferaed jambs and rounded rear-arch in the south
wall th this wWas partly blocked and replaced by a larger

pointed door during the nineteenth century alterations. Two
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gun-loops are present in the west wall at ground floor level,
both of which looK onto the bridge. At first floor level
there is a round-headed chamfered loop in the south wall, an
angle loop on the south-east caorner, and two blocKed loops in
the east wall. The only original external feature of the
second floor is a round-headed loop in the south wall., Five
modern flat-headed windous have been inserted in the wuest
wall, and two in the east wall. Tuwo plaques are inserted into

the south wall, one on either side of the original door.

Plaque 1 (Fig. 11>

On uWest of original entrance. Limestone. Rectangular. False

relief inscription in Roman lettering:

RECAROYS COSSEN/ PREPOSITE WILLE/ DE ATHIE POSYIT/ HANC
LAPIOEM Y1/ GESIMO SEPTIMO/ MENSIS IVNIO/ ANO D 1575 ANO

QUE/ REGNE REGILNIE ELIZA/ BEIH DESIMO SEPTIMO/ MOULHLEN

D KELLE

Richard Cossen, provost of the town of Athy placed this
stone the twenty seventh of the month of June A.0. 1575,

and in the seventeenth year of Queen Elizabeth's reign.

Molhen O'Kelly.

A manuscript presented to the DuKe of Leinster in 1857 states
that this stone was found ¢.1779-80 in the old mill 3ttached
+o the castle (NLI2 Ms. 16172). Lord Walter Fitzgerald, who

seems to have been unaware of this manuscript suggasted that

it may have come from a rebuilding of the bridge (1397-Sc,

5007.



Dims® H. 43 W. 48 cm.

Plaque 2 (Fig. 12)

On the east side of the entrance. Limestone. Decorated in

relief with the arms of the FitzGeralds. The heater-shapead

shield has the cross saltire surrounded by an inscribad

ureath with a chained monKey on the dexter side as a

supporter, There are inscribed scrolls and an IHS with an

interlaced ribbon on the sinister. Tha wreath and scrolls

have a worn blacKletter inscription which is now illegible.

Its original location is also unknown (Omurethi 1993-5, 58-1,

60-627 FitzGerald 1921-5, 59>

Dims: H. 5@ L. 98 cm

8. TOWN DEFENCES

The reference to Thomas Jjanitor ( "gatekeeper") of Athy in

1897 provides possible evidence for the enclosure of the touwn

in the late thirteenth century. Otherwise there is nothing to

indicate the existence of towun defences prior to 1515, the

year in which Henry VIII's charter authorised the citizens to
enclose Athy with stone walls and ditches {(Mac Niocaill
1964a, (822. Furthermore there is no documentary evidence to

demonstrate conclusively that this enclosure was carried out

subsequent to 13515.

Description (Figs. 8, 12)

No structural evidence for the toun wall survives in Athy
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but it is possible to guage some of its original course from

a nineteenth century manuscript account (NLI: Ms, 16172).

The East BanK (Fig. 8)

The walls enclosed a O-shaped area, measuring 290 by 200
m, whose long side was formed by the river Barrow. At its
north-uest corner, the wall ran from the river Barrouw to
TUBBER MUILAND GATE in Stanhope Street, then along the south
side of Stanhope Place to the mural tower, Known as the BLACK
CASTLE. It continued eastwards from here to the junction of
Stanhope Place with Mount HawKins, wuwhere it turned south
along Chapel Lane to ST. MICHREL'S GATE. From there it
continued southwards along Meeting House Lane, then across
the modern property boundaries to PRESTON'S GATE, from uhere
it returned uestuwards to the Barrow. The Dominican friary

would have been situated outside the defences, within its oun

precinct, on the south.

Preston's Gate (Fig. 13)

This is the only feature of the town gall for shich there
is good pictorial evidence. In the late eighteenth century
the name was regarded as a corruption of Postern Gate,
because it was regarded as a postern gate of the Dominican
friary (Beauford 1793, 328). This is almost certainly a
misinterpretation, however, because it was normal practice to
call gatehouses after the families that owned them or lived
in them. It was draun by Gaorge du Moyer c.1S48 and a copy of

this drawing by William Frazer is reproduced here. This shous



that it was a rectangular gatehouse, of fifteenth/ sixteenth

century type, with a segmental arch. It was demolished in

1860 (Comerford 1831-95a, 53). A manuscript account, wuritten
in 1857, states that it was "Evident that the centre part uwas

built long previous to the outer and inner jambs. The cantre

Wwas originally constructed in a superior manner and of a

different description of stone to the other portions and the
foundations of it uwere not laid so deep as those of more

recent additions"” (NLI1: Ms. 185172).

BlackK Castle

According to the 1857 manuscript account this was on the

site of Standhope House, now the Parochial House. There i3z no

medieval evidence for the name, and it was most likely a

mural touer.

The defences of the east banK may have been enlarged in
the seventeenth century in order to enclose the long burgage
plots on either side of Leinster Street as far as its
Junction with St. Michael's Terrace. Rocque's plan of Athy

shouws that the street narrowed at this point suggesting that

there may have been a gatehouse herea.

The West Bank

The exact boundaries of the town on the wWest bankK are

unknoun. The 1857 manuscript only provides a brief account of

the the “precincts" of St. John's., It may be suggested <that
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the wall ran westwards from the Barrow, at its south-east

corner, along the rear of the burgage plots for a distance of
about 200 m. Then it turned northuwards to cross DukKe Street,
and continued northwards for another 125 m before returning

eastuwards past St. John's Hospital to the Barrouw.

9. ST MICHAEL'S PARISH CHURCH

The foundation date of this church is uncertain, the
earliest references to it occurring in 1297 and 1298 (Mills
1905, 182, 2@2>. These give the dedication to St. Michael,
which is obwviously derived from the de St. Michael family who
were the lords of Athy and who probably founded the church at
some date in the thirteenth century. In 1311 John Poukoc and
Alice Heyne uwere charged with entering the church "by a

window which he first broke" and stealing goods including

silver, textiles, and foodstuffs from various chests

deposited by different individuals <(Wood, Longman and
Griffith 1956, 227). A reference to the rectory of St.
Michael in 1569 notes that it had belonged to “the late
hospital of St. John", i.e. the priory of St. Thomas (11
ROKPRI, 203f no. 1356). The royal wvisitation of 1615 and
Archbishop BulKeley's wvisitation of 1630 both note that the
church and chancel uere in good repair (Ronan 1941a, 48:;
1941b, 93). The earliest register of the parish of Athy notes

that subscriptions for repairing the church uwere collected in

1677 ¢NLI: Ainsworth Reports on Private Collections, no.

233).
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Description (Figs. 14-15)

The ruined church is situated on high ground within its
churchyard, east of the toun. Tha remains are those of a
plain rectangular building lacking a division into nave or
and

chancel. The masonry consists of uncoursed mixed rubble

it measures 27.85 by 8.8 m.

Dnly the rubble-covered foundations of the east wall
survive but the north-east angle stands to a height of 3.7 m.
The inner face of the north wall has collapsed at the east
end and the outer corner 1is rounded as a result .of
rebuilding. The remains of two windows survive in this wall
and there is a door slightly to the west of its centre. The
western window is missing its arch and it has been badly
damaged and blocKed. Only the uestern splay of the eastern
window survives. The parallel-sided door is an insertion,
probably of fifteenth century date, which lacKs its arch. The
west gable, which is now covered in ivy, stands to a height
of almost 5 m and is 1.2 m thick. The wall was lit by a flat
headed window with internal splay in the centre of the wall?’
it has a pointed segmental rear arch which has largely
collapsed. Above this, in the gable, is a similar windou
uwhich may have 1lit a loft but it is concealed by a thick
growth of ivy. The south wall stands to a height of 3.7 m
above intarnal ground level at the west end but the eastern
half is low and overgrown. There is a rise in ground level
both inside and outside at the east due to the <collapse of

masontryY and the insertion of burials. At the west end of the



wall there is a single splaved windouw. It is blocked and the

rear arch has collapsed. The original south door was a round

arched one of tuo orders, 1.97 m in width. The original jambs

were removed but the segmental arch is present. The outer

arch is 1.6 m high, the inner one is 2.2 m. The dooruway uwas

subsequently blocked and a smaller door inserted, probably in

the fifteenth century. The east end of the south wall

survives only in fragments. J. Carroll (18391-5, 103) mentions

an old arch in front of the church near the road but what it
formed part of is unclear.
Monuments
Cross-slab. 13th cent. (Fig. 186)
Only the louwer half survives., Tapering slab with

Limestone.

pointed end. Concavely chamfered and decorated in false

relief wWith the shaft of a cross terminating in a

fleur-de-1lys.

Dims ¢ L. 1907 W. at surviving top 53 tapering to 42 cm; T.16

cm.

Cross-slab. 13th cent. (Fig. 17)

L.imestone. Only the upper half survives. Tapering slab with

chamfered edges. Becorated with an incised fleur-de-lys

cross, enclosing a lozenge shape in the cross-head.

Dims: L. 1307 W. at head 60 tapering to 52 cm at broken

pase’s T.14 cm.

Crucifixion plaque. Late 1B6th/17th cent. (Fig. 18)

2 a cross this small

Described by Carroll €18391-5, 182) as
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limestone plaque was originally a grave-marker but it is nouw
in Athy museum. The original surface of the stone forms a 2
cm border around the crucifixion which is in false relief.
The figure is nailed to a Latin cross With splayed arms. The
head is bent onto the right shouldar, the arms are stretched
upwards and the figure is wearing an elaborate perizonium.

Dims = H. 287 W. 22.57 T. 5.5 cm.

Miss ing monuments

Carroll (18381-5, 103> mentions the existence of a seventeenth
century grayveslab to Capt. Robert Pearson and he records a
tradition that a font or cross was buried within the church

ruins.

18. DOMINICAN FRIARY

The foundation date of this friary is variously given as
1253 or 1257 and the founders as the Boisles, Ouganos
(Wogans?) or de St. Michaels (GBuynn and Hadcock 197a, 22aa».
After the battle with Edward Bruce near Ardscull in 1316 many
of the nobles who had been Killed were buried here <(Breuer
and Bullen 1871, 133). 0Otheruise pPractically nothing is Knoun
of its history, however, although it may have been the
"monastery of Athy" burned by the Irish in 1374 and again in
1546. In 1540, the Dissolution documents state that it had
been burned by DOonald McCare Kavanagh {(lWhite 1943, 1720. In
the same year it was leased to Martin Pelles (7 RDKPRI, 45:

no. 126). An inquisition dated & December 1542 described the
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monastery as a church and belfry, a chapter house, dormitory,
hall, three chambers and a Kitchen, a cemetery, garden and
orchard (Comerford 1891-5, 67>. In 1588 the friary uas
granted by Henry, earl]l of Kildare and others to Robert Lalor
of Maynooth (Ir Rec Comm 1826, Kildare, James I no. 8. In
1598 James FitzPiers FitzGerald and other rebels tooK control
of "the abbey of Athy" which had been guarded for the Croun
by a constable and garrison of tuenty men, and gave it to
Ouny Mac Rory O'More., uho is said to have "broken the abbey
doun" (AtKinson 1895, 361, 375)>. It could not have been
daestroyed completely, houwever, because in the follouwing vyear
it was recorded that the earl of Essex had retaken the abbey
(Atkinson 18389, 38). Although it is impossible to be certain,
it seemes likely that this "abbey of Athy " was the Dominican
friary rather than the priory of St. Thomas, because it is
clear that the former wWwas frequently referred to as an abbey
(see I+r. Rec Comm 1826, Kildare, James I, no. 8’ Simington
1952, 86)>. The friary uwas garrisoned during the Confederate
wars and it uas destroyed in 165@ by the Irish Catholics on
the approach of the Cromuwell ian army under Hewson (Comerford

1891-5a, 64-57 Omurethi 1983-5, 57).

The friary uwas located on the east bankK of +the river.
According to local tradition recorded in the eighteenth
century, its precincts extended from the Barrou along the
north side of the old protestant parish church, which stood
on the south of the Toun Hall, to the corner of O0Offaly
Street, and from there to Preston's Gate and the rear of the

gardens of the present house called The Abbey (Beauford 1793,



- 68 -

326). De Burgon (1782, 257! states that the Protestant church
occupied the site of the friary but he noted that the church
uwas entirely new. The site is now open ground south of the

Touwn Hall.

11. PRIORY OF ST THOMAS AND HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN

(FRATRES CRUCIFERI>

The foundation date of this vpriory is uncertain.
According to Guynn and HadcockK (1979, 210) it was established
either during the reign of King John or in 1253. The pattern
of other foundations by the Fratres Cruciferi, howevar, uwould
suggest the earlier date (Guynn and HadcocK 13979, 218-16). fs
was common in foundations of this order, the priory uas
associated with a hospital. It is referred to in a document
of c.1278-80 as "the priory of St. Thomas the Martyr with its
haospital containing brothers, sisters and sicK" (Gilbert
1897, 146)2. In 1305 the two institutions are referred to as
the "house of St. Thomas the Martyr, of Athy, and the
hospital of St. John thereof® (23 RDKPRI, 89! no. 536). In
later sources the dedications uere sometimes confused. The
1395 refarence occurs in a grant by Sir John de St. Michael
to the priory of timber from his wood of Reban "for thair
WworkKs". This may indicate a specific building project or it

may mean no more than ordinary maintenance. In 1374 it was

recorded that thz "town and priory of Athy " had been burned
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by the 0O Mordha of Laois (Tresham 13228, 87! no. 69). Although
it is impossible to be certain it is likely that the priory
in question was St. Thomas', situated on the west bank of the
Barrow rather than the DBominicans on the east. In 1474-5, the
prior of St. Thomas the Martyr was alleged to have "alloued
the house and church of the said priory to fall into ruin,
and neglected to repair them, so that the ruin of the greater

part of the buildings is to be feared" (Twuemlow 1955, 395>.

The priory was dissolved by 1549 but no extent of its
possessions is Known (lWhite 1943, 23). Some idea of its
extent, houwever, is Knouwn from later inquisitions. A deed of
1693 notes that in 1568 James Foster had been granted the
priory of St. John with a church, a hall, a garden, a stable,
five cottages and a ruinous tower (Ir Rec Comm 1826, QOublin,
Jac 1, no. 1. 1n 16898, John Binglie and John Kinge uere
given ®"the scite and precincte of +the late Hhospital or
priorie of St. Johns of Athy - one church, a hall, a stable,
an hospital called St. John's hospitall, S cottages” and
other lands (ErckK 1846-52, ii, 456)>. In 1546 w®hen Alexander
de St. Michael was confirmed in possession of the "rectory or
church of Saint John or Saint Thomas of Athye" it is clear
that the priory church was functioning as a parish church
(Morrin 1861, 117>. By 1654 that portion of Athy west of the
Barrouw belonged to the *parish of St. John's Hospital"
(Simington 1952, 86>. The hospital site was leased to Edmund
Sutton in 1551 (8 RDKPRI, 124: no. 928>, James Foster in
1568-9 (11 RDKPRI, 186: no. 1247>, and Anthony Power in 1575

(12 ROKPRI, 153: no. 2631>. The hospital uwas still standing
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in 1€08 but later in the saventeenth century it uas granted

to the Eustace family (ErckK 1846-52, 45€; Mahaffy 1987, 681).

Description

The priory was situated on the west side of the Barrow to
the north of St. John's Lane. Today., it is occupied by a
modern monastery, a private house called St John's House, and
a disused graveyard. The north wall of the graveyard
preserves a portion of wall, 12 m long, which may be part of
the original priory or hospital. The masonry consists of
uncoursed limestone and it stands to a height of 1.8 m above
ground internally and 3.8 m above the ground leval of St
John's House, externally. It is 98 cm thick and has the
splays of a blocked window, lacKing its jambs, which is 1.9 m
Wide internally. Some dressed limestone anhd granite stones

are set ihto the west wall of the graveyard. There are no

Pre-1700 monuments.

Carved stones (Fig. 19).

Placed over the garden gate in St John's House, immediately
north-east of the graveyard, is a twin-light round-headed
limestone window with a diamond shaped opening in the central
spandrel. The two chamfered limestone jambs of the gate have
glazing bar-holes and grooved recesses. A limestone head,
probably of recent date, is set above the window.

H. of Jjambs: 188; W. 21 cm.

Windouw: H. S@ W. 125 T.41! cm
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Missing monument

Afccording to FitzGerald (1832-4b, 191> and Hannon (¢1891-5,

114> there was a graveslab here with the raised inscription:

WILLIAM WATSON NOVEMBER 30TH 1635.

12. OTHER FEATURES

WoodstocK Castle (Fig. 20).

Located north-uest of the toun. Thirteenth century structure
with sixteenth and sewventeenth century additions. An
important castle which was the centre of the St. Michael

manor of Woodstock. Nouw in poor condition.

Bell. 1682.

Originally from St. Michael's church, nou in Town Hall.

Inscribed:

THILS1 BELL WALS1 MABE IN THE YEAR 1682 FOR THE CHWVRCH ¢
OF ATHY/ ROBERT SOMMERTSON AND ANCHOR WILL (Sl CHIRH

RWO*

Hobson 18392-4, 5S@9; FitzGerald 1906-8a.

12. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. Stone axehead. From Athy. NMI: 1837:3648. Dept. Education

Rep. NMI 1835-6, 16.
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2-21. Tuwanty flat stone axes. From Athy. Dept. Education Rap.

NM1 183@-1, 1t2.
22. Stone axehead. From Athy town. NMI 1937: 2461.

23-4. Bronze axehead and slate flake. From Athy +touwn. NMI

1937: 2428-S.

29, Bronze basal -looped spearhead. Found while dradging

gravel in river barrouw, c. 200 yards above Belview, Athy,
"near site of old ford". NMI S.A. 18928:781. Dept. Education

Rep. NMI 192B-9, 11.

26. Bronze basal-looped spearhead. Found in gravel dredged
from river Barrow between Athy bridge and Horse bridgs, Athy,

1827. NMI S.A. 1928:792, Dept. Education Rep. NM]I 13928-9, 11!.

27. Bronze looped spearhead. From near Athy . Private

possession.

28, SockKeted bronze dagger. Found in gravel while rebuilding

Horse bridge on river Barrow, Athy, 1927. NM] S.A. 1928:704d.
29. Bronze suword. From Athy. NMI W.7. Eogan 1365, B7.
30. Bronze szword. From Athy. NMI P249. Eogan 1965, 29.

31-2. Two iron daggers (late sixteenths early seventeenth
century?>. Found belou street in sewer-digging, Athy. NM I
1gas: 336-7. These may have formed part of a larger
collection described in a List of Antiquities found in

Kildare, presented to the marquis of Kildare in 1847, as a

pipe, piece of armour, sword, two cannon balls, bottle and
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sKull ¢having a cut on the right temple) all *found in Athy

Street in sinkKing the main sewer, nearly opposite Shiell's
Hotel. There uwas the foundation of a large wall With a small

apartment built into the thickness of the wall,. The entire

being 7 feet belouw the present surface of the street” (NLI

Ms 18857)>. The whereabouts of these objects is unkKnown.

> .

ARCHAEOLOG ICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

The Problems

Athy is important to archaeological research as an

example aof an Anglo-Norman markKket town. Larger towns, such as
Drogheda and Dublin, have been the subject of detailed

archaeological research but little is knoun of the smaller.

more typical touwns. Within Leinster, Athy is unusual as an
example of an Anglo—-Norman touwn founded during the middle of
the thirteenth century. It is also unusual as an example of a

frontier town which survived the Gaelic revival and remained

an urban centre throughout the fourteenth and fifteenth

centuries. It witnessed new grouwth in the sixteenth cantury,
initially as a result of patronage by the earls of Kildare
and subsequently from the Dublin government. In summary, the

ancestry of the modern touwn is clearly medieval and the

problem for archaeology is to that Athy 's

archaeological heritage is properly protected from

interference by modern developments and recorded in advance
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of destruction.

Documentary sources for Athy are few before 1?90 and
further information on the early grouth of the toun is most
liKely to come from archaeological excavation. The topography
of the town poses a number of specific problems which require

solving.

The replanning of the town in the late seventeenth or
early eighteenth century makKes it difficult +to be certain
about the medieval street pattern, particularly the
relationship of Offaly Street to Market Square. It is evident
from the historically documented Preston's Gate +that Offaly
Street was a medieval street but the MarKet Square is clearly
a piece of post-medieval planning and it is likely that house
foundations survive below ground on its wuwestern side. The
form of housing wWwithin the town before 1709 remains unKnouwn.
The excavation of houses is important not only for the
information wuhich it sheds on the form and typology of the
houses but also becausa it enables comparisons to be draun
with houses Known from other parts of Ireland and Britain,
permitting a better Knowledge of the quality of life in Athy
before 1799. Examination of seventeenth century housing
should provide information on whether +the +toun received a
sizeable new imput of population or not and should shed
important light on the regions of England or Ireland from
Which these inhabitants came. It would also be important to

determine if it is similar to the Hhousing of the Ulster

Plantation or different from it,.
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The Whitae Castle is an intact medieval building and one
of the feu tower houses in lIlreland on which there is specific
historical information. It is to be identified with +the
"br idge castle" mentioned in medieval documents but the
whereabouts of +the second castle, the "castle of ARthy"
remains elusive. It may have been on the western side of the
bridge but in the present state of KXnowledge it is impossible
to be certain. The discovery of this castle would shed
important new 1ight on the development of medieval Athy. The
area in the vicinity of the White Castle is also important.
It has been indicated above that the <castle wuwas probably
located on an island in the river Barrou. The rediscovery of
this island would provide information on whether the castle
had an outer defence, such asz a bawn, or not. Excavation in
this area is l1ikKely to reveal net only information regarding
the arrangement of buildings within the fort but also

evidence on alterations or new defences.

The course of the town defences is very speculative and
the outline suggested above needs to be tested by excavation
in order to determine whether it is correct or not. There is
a strong possibility that mural towers such as the BlackK
Castle were present. Excavation should alsc recover
information on whether or not the defences uwere strengthened
by the addition of earthen ramparts in the seventeenth
century. Excavation is likely to reveal traces of these
because even where the wall, or rampart, has been removed it

is likKely that a ditch would survive intact.



Athy is unusual as an Anglo-Norman toun in  having its
parish church located outside the wall and excavation in the
vicinity of St. Michael's church is important to determine
wuhether the parish church had separate defences or not. The
Dominican friary and St. Thomas' priory (St. John's hospital)
were located within their owun precincts and it is important
to remember that these were large building complexes, having
not only a church and cloister, but ranges of domestic
buildings as well. Excavation in these areas is significant
not only for the architectural information it will yield on
how the form of the buildings changed through time but also
because the excavation of a medieval cemetery, such as at St.
Helen's, YorK., can prouvide otheruise unobtainable information
the

about health, diet, mortality rates and disease among

inhabitants of medieval AthYy.

The presence of a distinct burgage plot pattern in
Leinster Street suggests an expansion of +the toun in  this
area during the seventeenth century and the possibility of an
extra-mural suburb in this area should be borne in mind. In a
similar Way it is possible that there may have been
extra-mural development in William Street and the lower part
of Woodstock Street. WoodstocK castle, on the northern edge
of the toun, is an important building uWhose immediate

environment should not be disturbed.

Archaeological Potential

Archaeology does not consist solely of excavation nor
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does it stop at ground level. The archaeological evidence for
Athy 's past comprises all +the physical remains of man's
activities on the site of the toun, from its thirteenth
century beginnings wuntil <the present day. The surviving
street pattern, property boundaries and standing buildinsgs
constitute the wuppermost levels of the archaeological
stratigraphy, and all are relevant to the study of the toun’s
past. Documentary eyvidence also plays a role in
reconstructing the history of early Athy, but for the wuide
range of human activity omitted from the written accounts and
for the early periods when documentation is slight,
archaeology is our only source of information. The evidence
of archaeology and topography, of architecture and of
documents, is complementary’ each gains from the existence of
the others and the unrecorded destruction of one form of
evidence not only removes part of a town's archive but also

diminishes the usefulness of those which are preserved.

The survay of its archaeology indicates that the toun is
a fine examPle of a medieval toun. The only standing
buildings of pre-170P0 date are White Castle, St. Michael's
church, a wall of St. John's hospital and WoodstockK castle.
With these exceptions the destruction of buildings above
ground has been total. Archaeological layers have been
destroyed by the construction of cellars and substantial
houses an the street frontages, but it is likely that
deposits zurwvive intact behind the frontages. The open spaces
around the Court House and MarkKet Square are important

because they probably seal medieval remains below ground
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level. There iz, then, the strong likel ihood of recovering
house foundations, refuse pits, industrial areas, and
worKkshops of madieval and seventeenth century date within the

touwn.

ARRCHAEOLOGY, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

It is evident from the foregoing that archaeology is an
important means of learning about Athy's past and of
understanding the character and detailed form of the toun
today. This 1s more than Jjust an academic pursuit because
without an appreciation of +the factors which have shapad
Athy's present character, steps takKen to conserye that
character will not be wholly effective, or uworse, faatures

basic to its unique identity may be unuittingly destroyed.

The protection of buried archaeological evidence presents
ser ious problems for not only is there the pressure of
redevelopment and the high value of wurban properties with
which to contend, but the sites themselves are often
difficult to define or evaluate? +their full archaeological
potential may only become apparent when an excavation is
undertakKen in advance of development or by observations made
Wwhile development is in progress. It is crucial, therefore,
that a concerted effort should b2 made to safeguard its
archaeological heritage and that adequate provision is made
for investigation in advance of any redevelopment. Thiz is
best achieved by maKing the realisation of Athy 's

archaeological potential one of the objectives of its



devalopment plan. The objective may then be achieved bY

judicious use of planning constraints and PY conditions

attached to planning consents.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of the accompany ing map (Fig. 21>
delimits the area of archaeoclogical potential within modern
Athy. This comprises the suggested walled area of the
medieval town, the area east of this as far as St. Michael 's.,
the medieval parish church, and an area in William Street and
the lower half of Woodstock Street wuhere there may have been

a suburb. Outside the touwn an area around WoodstockK castle is

included.













- 83 -

BALLYMORE EUSTACE

Ballymore Eustace is a small town situated on the right
Cnorth? bank of the river Liffey in the east of county
Kildare on the border with county WicKlou. It is located some
12 Klm south-s2ast of Naas on the road from Naas to
Baltinglass. The name Ballymore, i.e. "the large settlement”,
is found in late +tuelfth century documents. The epitheat
Eustace first occurs in Irish in 1546 and in English sources
from 1666 (de hOir 1974-7, 93)>. It is thought to derive from
the fact that the Eustace family held the office of constable

of the castle for most of the Middle Agas.

Throughout the medieval period Ballymore was a manor
belonging to the archbishops of Dublin. The site benefited
from its situation on the main south road from Dublin +to
Athy, Carlouw and KilkKenny. It was only during the sewventeenth
and eighteenth centuries that this road was diverted through
Kilcullen and then Ballymore tost much of its importance. It
formed part of the archbishop's estates shortly after the
Anglo-Norman invasion because references occur to the
archbishop's castle of Ballymore in a grant of 1181-9@, and
to his manor of Ballymore in a grant of 1191 (McNeill 1959,
13, 19)7. Betueen 1188 and 1199 the archbishop was granted a
weekKly markKet at Ballymore by John, as count of DMortain
(McMeill 1950, 267, uhile in 1234 Henry I1II granted the
archbishop the right to hold a yearly fair there (McNeill

1952, B6>. These grants indicate that a large settlement was
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developing at Ballymore. A document of c.1256-66 indicates
that the s ite had become a borough with the burgesses holding
their burgages according to the laus of Breteuil, paying 12d
vyearly and each holding ten acres in burgage (McNeill 1958,
120>. An extent of the manor of Ballymore, dtrawn up in 1326,
states that there were 168 burgages in the borough, as well
as tuwo water mills and a common Kiln C(McNeill 1959, 138).
There wWere also a further sixteen cottages that paid no rent
and four cottages then lying waste as well as a plot of land
called "Taillourebourgage” (McNeill 1859, 183>. A further
indication of BRallymore's size and status is provided by the
fact that a parliament was held there in 1389 <«(Berry 1907,
491). Despite its frontier situation on the borders of the Ui
Tuathail and Ui Bhriain of Wicklow, the borcugh continued to
function throughout the fifteenth century. In 1458 the grant
of a uWeeKly marKet and annual fair at Ballymore was confirmed
by the King to the archbishop (Berry 1310, 255). One of the
complaints made against Robert FitzEustace, constable of
Batlymore castle, in 1467-8 was that he uwas distraining the
freeholders and burgesses of the town and manor (Berry 13914,
585)>. Ballymore was plundered during the Geraldine revolt of
1546 (AFM) while in 1572 it was reported that all Ballymore,
except for one Le Strange’'s house and castle had been burned
by the Irish (FitzGerald 1899-1982c, 358>. The effect of
these attacks on the toun is not clear but in 1698 James I
revived the rightz of fairs and marKets there (Erck 1848-52,

ii, 488>, In 1659 the population uas given as 132 <(Pendear

1939, 278>.
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S. ST. JOHN'S PARISH CHURCH
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7. LIST OF STRAY FINDS.

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

The touwn is built on the sides of a wvalley wuwhich slopes
doun to the north bank of the river Liffey (Fig. 227.
Garrison Hill is on the south and a long gravel ridge lies on
the north. The layout of the modern toun, based on Main
Street and MarkKet Square is no older than the seventeenth
century. The whereabouts of the medieval borough is uncertain
but it is likely that it was sited in the wvicinity of St.
John's church or close to the Liffey bridge. Church Street,
near the bridge, has a well defined burgage plot pattern but,
without excavation, it is difficult to Know whether it is
older than the early nineteenth century or not. One feature,
however , suggests that Church Road may be the site of the 0ld
borough, namely the strange alignment between Main Street and
Church Road. In terms of plan analysis Main Street and Church
Road form two units and it is evident that one of +them must

be older than the other. Main Street is clearly the result of



planning and an argument can be made that it would have beean
located closer to the bridge, if the Church Road area was not
already built up, It will require excavation, houever, <o
satisfactorily determine the jocation of the medieval

borough.

2. MARKET PLACE

The markKet place of the seventeenth century town uas
MarKet Sdquare, at the head of Main Street. The whereabouts of

the markKket place of the medieval borough is unKnouwn.

3. 1INOUSTRIAL ARERS

With its location on the river Liffey the site |wuwas
suitable for milling and, although mediewval references are
lacKing, the early nineteenth century uwocolen mills may occupy
an older site. The reference to the common Kiln in 1326
suggests that pottery was manufactured locally and the tuo
finds of furnace uwaste listed below, discovered in the +field
between Hillgrove and the Garda Siochana station, may have

been derived from this Kiln.

4. THE CASTLE

The archbishop's castle at Ballymore is referred to as
early as 1181-99 and it uwas probably erected shortly after

the Angdlo-Norman arrival (McMeill 13959, 18). In 1203 King
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John instructed the Justictlar to restore the «castle of
Ballymore to the acchbishop (Sueetman 1375-86, i, no. 130).
in 1274-5 the justiciar, Geoffrey de Geneville, accounted for
monies spent on the fortification of Ballymore castle (36
ROKPRI, 41> but it iz not Knoun what this involved. The
description of the castle in the extent of the manor prepared
in 1326 describes it as being in a delapidated state. Within
the castle uere "a hall now thrown doun, a chamber for the
archbishop., 3 chapel, a small chamber for clerkKs, & kKitchen
roofed with shingles, a stable and a grange., thatched®, which
were greatly in need of repair; there had also been a granary
and a chamber for the constable but these had been burnt
doun: three acres of meadow was also stated to be within the
castle ¢(McNeill 1950, 189>. The delapidation Was not
irretrievable, however., and monies uere spent on maintaining
the castle., probably because of its strategic importance. In
1355, for instance, Godfrey FitzEustace and Richard de
PenKeston were assigned by the King to ensure that the
garrison of gallymore was up to fult strength ¢(Tresham 1828,

2» 1356, Maurice FitzGerald, earl of Kildare,

gg: no. 1127. In

was censured for not Keeping the garrison up to strength and

Was ordered to ensure that five mounted officers, tuelve
uell‘armed hobelars, and forty fully equipped archers were
stationed at Ballymore ¢(Tresham 1828, 68@: no. 417 FitzGerald
1899-1992c ., 345). In the early fourteenth century the castle
was being used as a Prison (Mills 1914, A4895; Fitzgerald

1899~-1902 ., 344-5). In 1373 the archbishop appointed Thomas

FitzEustace as constable of the castle initiating the
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association of the Eustace family with Ballymore (FitzGerald
1829-1992c, 3452. In 1453-4, parliament made an order for the
repair of Ballymore castle (Berry 1919, &299). fAmong the
complaints made against Robert FitzEustace, constable of the
castle, in 1463 uere that he had appointed an Irishman,
Laurence O'Reegan, as sub-constable and had lodged his sheep
in the vaults of the castle <(Berry 1814, 585). Little is
Known of the later history of the castle but it is Known that
in 1669 it was leased to William Williams, a DOublin breuer,
on condition that he Kept it in repair CLeslie 1934-5, 39).
The castle had fallen into considerable decay by 1773,
however, when Gabriel Beranger's drawing shous little more
than one #all, with the returns of tuo others, of a square

Keep-likKe structure (Fig. 23).

The Precise location of the castle is uncertain. Orpen
¢ 1807) suggested that it may have stood on Close Hill while

Ronan (1941a, 36, n.108) records the tradition that it stood

on Garrison Hill.

Close Hill is situated on rising ground north of Barrack
st and iz an outlying rise of a large gravel ridge
immediately to the north. 1t is the higheszt point in the
village and commands extensive vieus, especially to the west.
on top of the hill is a conical mound with pointed top (Fig.
24>. It is 20 m high, and the upper 3-4 m appear to be tha
result of artificial heightening. The north side of the mound
has been quarried for gravel. The summit is wuneven, with a

dtameter of 9 m, and a sloping platform on the west yhich it
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E-7 m 1 Is and 1.5 m below the top of the mound. Large stones

Wwith mortar traces and masonry blocKs are present in the

enclos ing field fence. and are clearly der ived from a

substantial! structure.

Garrison Hill is situated on a bend of the Liffey and

protected b» a wvary steep scarp on the south-east and

zouth-west. The hill has a saucer-shaped top., 50 by 22 m With

a crescent shaped platform some 4 m below on the north-west.

There is a shallow ditch and external bankK of uncertain date

surrounding the top of the hill on the south and south-east

but this may be of modern date. Thare are no traces of

structures or earthuoriks on the hill.

5, ST JOHN'S FARISH CHURCH

The first reference to a church at Ballymore occurs in

1192 although the presence of tuo high crosses in the

churchyard almost certainly indicates the existence oaf a

pre—-Norman church site. The church wuas a prebend of St.

PatrickK's cathedral in Dublin, fram before 1227 when it wuas

valued at 29 marks (FitzGerald 1899-19@2c, 344, 3487 Berry

1ggg, 174). In a documant of 1529-34 it is referred to as the

nchurch of Blessed Mary of Ballymore” (icNeill 1958, 2877,

while itzGarald (1859-15982) points out that the annual fair

granted by +ha archbishop in 1234 commenced on the ave of tha

Assumption of the Blessed 4 'gin, indicating that that was

the ydication ¢ a church. The church was described as 1

sitation of !5 ¢ nan 18941a, 369

good repa: in tt T L
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but it was apparently in poor repair by the time of

archbishop Bulkeley's wisitation of 1630 (Ronan 1941b, 77).

The praesent church is a nineteenth century construction

but there are fragments of an older roughly coursed limestone

building on the east and south. One fragment, south of the

chancel's east wall, is four courses high and measures 2 by

1.85 m in width. A second section, on the east, is part of

the original east wall and has a window splay. The wall is 3

m higsh, 1.8 m in length and 1.5 m wide. The footings of this

caction can be seen in the ground for some 5 m to the south.

The churchyard is overgroun.

Monuments

Ringed cross !. Pre-1200 (Fig. 26.

Granite. On north side of the church. Tapering shaft leaning

outwards from a deeply bur ied rectangular granite base. The

uppar shaft and the east side of the south arm are damaged.

The west face has a large central boss surrounded by a louw

rounded moulding. The ring on both faces is banded by a

double half-roll moulding. There is a boss at the top of the

E face of the shaft. The cross was re-erected in the late

incised inscription on the West arm, ring and

17th century.

shaft in xman capitals: N/ IHS~ ERECTED BY~ R/ MNO~ THE 3~/

16~ 89/ BY/ AM LM,

Dims¢ H. 3¢ ld. across arms 1480

shaft: H. 215 W. 43-42 T.35-33

"

cm.

Base 193 '
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Ringed cross 2. Pre-1200 (Fig. 27).
South-eazt of the church. Granite. Unpierced ringed cross.

Carved from a single block of stone. The base i= a tall

rectangular piece of stone not much wider than the shaft. It

has a low moulding around its circumference close to the

ground. The shaft tapers from top to bottom and its edges are

rounded. The shaft is undecorated except for half-diamond

shapes on the lower end of each face. The top of the shaft

has a small portion of the ring and the lower sections of

recessed spandrels.

Dims ® Basal H.82 (min}? W. S6-48 T.48-38

Shaft? H.115 (min> W.35 T.27-29 cm

Latin cross. Date uncertain

Situated naorth of the church. Granite. Roaughly shaped.

Dims? H. 67 W. 48 across arms. T.15 cm.

Cross~slab. Prob. pre-1200 (Fig. £28).

Tapering aranite slab. Incised cross with expanded arms. Seat

upr ight in the ground west of the church.

Dims: H. 183 (min) W. B67-47 T.139 cm.

Font. 12th cent. (Fig. 25>

In church porch. Granite. Large circular font consisting of a

bas in, shaft and base carved from one stona,. iere is no

+rac of a cover. The sides of the basin slope inwards and

e sic¢ -drair je hole is wider in *he basin and narrows to a

stap on the ¢ cular shaft before opening . a2ve the base.

ims: O -all H. 188

Basin: Ex . diam.32 1t iam, € . 29
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Ease ¢ H., 53 Diam. 74 cm

Knightly effigy. 16th cent. (Fig. 29)

Within the church, where it was moved From Old Kilcullen.

Limestone. Hunt 13974, 153.

Holed stone.

Granite. Rectangular. At east end of gravevard.

Dimst: H. 227 W. B8 by 447 Diam. of hole 14 T.108 cm.

6. MISCELLANEOUS

Font. 12th cent.

Large circular font of coarse granite with central drainage

hole. Placed on the ground at the north-uest corner of the

is straight sided and one side

modern R.C. church. The basin

has beean repaired with cement. Said to have come from

Coughlanstown ¢(pers com. Fr. L. 0'Donoghue).

Dims H. 52 Diam. ext. 75 Diam. int. S5 Depth 27 cm.

7. LIST DF STRAY FINDS

1-21., Twenty-one pottery sherds of thirteenth, fourteenth

century 1te., Surface finds in the ield between the Garda

siochana station and Hillarove House. Tt s0il had bheen

isturbed preparatory to constructing a housing developmant.

Tuo cagmer 3 ¢ furnace waste. Found as . owve.

22-3.
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ARCHAEDLOG ICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Ballymore Eustace is important to archaeological raesearch
as an example of a medieval borough that was transformed into
2 toun in the seventeenth century. The madieval documentary
references tndicate that it remained an urban antity wuntil
the close of the Middle Ages a peint which is particularly
interesting because so little of medieval character survives

above ground. Indeed it is difficult ta reconstruct the

medieval ztreet pattern or calculate the extent of the

medieval borough with any accuracy.
The site was an important manor of the archbishops of

Bubl in throughout the Middle Ages but the site of the castle

which formed the centre of that manor is unknouwn. Tuwo likely

locations have been considered abaove? Close Hill and Garrison

Hill but jt will require excavation on these sites tao

determine which one is the actual site. The pre-Norman

remains in St. John's church indicate that the church site

was in existence prior to the coming of the NMNormans and

axcavation in the wvicinity of the church would be important

because of the 1ight it would shed on the +transition from

pre-Nerman to Anglo-Norman settlement. Stray finds picked up

in the vicinity of the church site indicate that +there are

archaeological deposits of thirteenth and fourteenth century

date here. It iz difficult to Know the date at uhich the

first bridga Was established and it is passible +that <the

remains of ear bridges may survive near the site of the

presant bridge-
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Archacological deposits have been disturbed in the
construction of the neuw housing estate, west of St. John's
church, and they have probably been removed along the street
frontages within the town. Behind the frontages, houwever, and
in the fields betuween St. John's church and Clese Hill
archaeological deposits are 1likKely +to survive. Accordingly
there is the potential +to discover the extant of this
settlement, and to recover information on the nature of its

houses , streets, and defences, if any.

In summary, the archaeolegical and historical data
indicates that settlement at Ballymore began during the Early
Chriztian period, was considerably expanded duringa +the late
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, declined in +the late
fifteenth and sixteenth, and was revived with the
refoundation of the borough in the seventeenth century.

Documentary records of the site are few,however, and in the

future archaeological excavation is 1iKely +ta be the
principal means by wuwhich additional knouledge can be
obtained. The borough iz under pressure from hous ing

development. A number of new houses have been built in this
area and it is important that any future development should
be monitorad otherwise archaeological information is liable

to be lost needlessly.

Area Archaeological Potential

ve shaded portion of 12 accompanying  m (Fig. 238>

=

delim: 3 the area of archaeaglogical patential Wi 1in




_ g5

Ballymore Eustace., This includes a large area because so
little is Knoun of the borough's original extent. The area
betuean St. John's church and Close Hill is important, as
outlined above, because finds of archaeological matarial of
thirteenth and fourteenth century date have been made there.
The area of Main Street and the Market Square probably
represents the expansion of +the seventeenth century toun,
while the area of Church Road and the bridge is a possible
site for the medieval borough, as outlined above. The present
lack of information on the precise extent of +the borough

means that it is particularly important that that all uworks

be monitored Within the shaded area.
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CASTLEDERMOT

Castlaedermot is tha southernmost town of County Xildarae,
on the main road betwaen Carlow and Kilcullan. The town is
located on raelativaly louwlying ground near tha wuwastarn
foothills of the WicKlow mountains. A small straam, the Larr,
passes closa to tha town on the east side. Tha Irish nama,
Diseart Diarmada "Diarmaid's hermitaga; racalls the toun's
origin as an Early Christian church site. After tha coming of
the Normans the name was changad in Latin and Eng.ish sourcas
to Tristeldermot, by substituting the Old Franch Tristre ¢("a
hunting station®"> for disaart (Dinnseanchas 4 (1972-1),
1390-1}? Oodsson 1972-3). Tha modern form, Castladarmot, is
first recorded in 1507 (FitzGerald 1896-8b, 129 and is
derived from a castle built there 1in the late Ffifteanth

century (Dinnseanchas 4 (1979-1>, 1317 Bryan 1933, 84).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUNO

An Early Bronze Age flat axe and a Later 8ronze Age sword
ara the only archaeoclogical objects which indicate that tha
site of the future toun was Knowh to prehistoric man and its
beginnings a5 an urban site commence with tha foundation of a
church there in 812 (AI>. The founder was Diarmalt (d.824>,
the grandson of RAedh Roin, King of the Corco Baiscinn.
Despita the aprelation disert, which susgests a remote

hermitage, the monastery was clearly an important one. In 842
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who seems to have succeeded his father c.1298 (Brooks 1351-2,
117, 131>. The younger Walter <{(d. 1233/3) was probably
responsible for the early development of <the town (BrookKs
1951-2, 137) but it is liKely that the borough was founded by
his father who was grantaed the right to hold a uweekly market
at 'Listildermot’® [sicl before 1199 by Prince John <(Tresham

1828, 4% no. S53).

The earliest evidence for the existence of a borough at
Castledermot occurs in a charter of Walter de Ridelsford,
confirming the returns of a burgage in his will of
'Trisseldermod’' to St. Thomas' abbey, Dublin (Gilbert 1889,
171). BrooKs (13951-2, 133) points out that this charter wuas
granted subsequent to 1225 and before 1233. In 1226 a yearly
fair "as granted to de Ridelsford at Tristelderemod (Sweetman
1873-86, i, no. 1394). On his death c¢.1238-3 da Rigdelsford's
estates in Kilkea and Castledermot uwere divided between his
daughter Emeline (wife of Hugh de Lacy, and after 1242, of
Stephen de Longespee) and his grand-daughter Christiana dea
Mar isco (Brooks 1851-2, 137). In 1248, both heiresses and
their husbands received roval grants of yearly fairs at
Tristeldarmot ¢(Sweetman [873-86, i, nos. 2948, &2971>. In
1230-1 Christiana surrendered her Irish lands to the King and
an account of the rents due to the crouwn from these lands in
1284 included £4 12s. 44 . ‘from the burgages aof
Tristeldermot' (Sweetman 1875-86, ii, 561: no. &Z348). This
represents the yearly rent of 92 burgages and, since
Christiana held half of Tristeldermot, the total number of

burgages can be astimated as ahbout 188. A further indication




of the size and importance of the towun at the «closa of the
thirteenth century is the bestowal of a murage grant in 1295
which was to run for seven years (Suweatman 1875-85, iv, no.

2537,

In 1385-5 Sir John Wogan, the justiciar, obtained grants
of both moieties of Tristildermot from the King (Sweetman
1873-86, v, nos. 390-1, 411). The half-yearly returns for the
borough in 1311 amounted to 86s. Bd. indicating a total of
173 burgages. The toun suffered a serious set-back in 1315
Wwhen Eduard Bruce burned the Franciscan +friary and peaerhaps
the toun (Gilbert 1884, ii, 299-308; Breuwer and Bullan 1871,
138-92 Butler 1849, 139), The touwnh clearly recovered from the
attackK, houever, and some indication of 1ts importance in the
later Middle Ages can be obtained from the number of
parliaments and councils which met in the town. A council had
been held as early as 1264 (Berry 13907, 587; McMNeill 1858,
114) and further parliaments and councils met there in 1377,
1378, 1378, 1388, 1388, 1339, 13398, 13391, 1392, 1394, 14984
and 14939 (Richardsoh and Saylas 19477 Moody, Martin and Byrne
1982). Ths evidance z2uggests that the final quarter of the
fourteenth century was a period of particular prestige and
prosperity. The toun was favoured by its situation on the
main route from Dublin to the south-east and there is a
suggastion that a mint was established in 1377 <(Comerford
1891-Sb, 3687). ln 1393 the Commons of Tristaeldermot paid a
tribute of 84 marks to Mac Murchada to leave the touwn in
peace (Comerford 1891-5b, 387-8) and this marks the beginning

of the pariod when Castledermot bacame a frontier touwn. In
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construction (Fitzgerald 18956-8b, 129). After the attainder
of the aarl of Kildare in 1535, Castledermot was held for a
time by the earls of Ormond (Curtis 1933-43, iv, 192) but it
was returned to the FitzGeralds when the earldom was restored
in 1554. In 159t Castladermot was still sufficlently
important to be listad after Kildare, Naas and Athy, as 4one
of the four main towns of Co. Kildara (Mahaffy 1912, 397).
The toun sau considerable action in the wars of the 164@s.
Praston's army was quartered thare in 1846 (Lowe 1983, 293,
338-9) and in 1647 it was listed as one of the headquartars
of the catholic Confadarate army ¢(Mahaffy 1903, 606, 738). In
i165@ the Cromuellians, under Hewson, marched on the towuwn but
the garrisen had "burnt down a great part of the town, pulled
doun the walls, and betaken thaemselvaes to a strong touer"
¢Murphy 1982, 288). Castledarmot continued to serve as &
garrison town and troops were quartered there in 1867-8 and
1686 ¢Gilbert 1898, 191, 1957 Gilbert 18395, 433>, The census
of 1659 returned a population of 248 for the touwn ¢(Pender
1939, 494) and in 1674 a weeKly markKet and tuce annual fairs
vere astablished. Monk (1989-11, 3432, writing in 16832
described it as "now a small markett Towne formerly capable
to receive Parliaments hither summonzd in®, while +to Gedeon
Bonnivert it was "a poor beggarly town" in 1690 (Murray

1912-13, 348).
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

STREETS AMD STREET PATTERN

2. MARKET PLACE

3. DOMESTIC HOUSES

9. INDUSTRIAL AREAS

9. CASTLE

€. TOWM DEFEMCES

7. ST. JAMES' PARISH CHURCH

3. FRAMNCISCANM FRIARY

PRIORY AND HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
(FRATRES CRUCIFERI)

12. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGDALEN

1. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

The medigual toun occupied a pear shaped area with its

long axis aligned north-south <{(Figs. 31-2). The straet
pattern was Y-linear, Main Street, on the north side of the
toun, forkKed at the Market Square., Carlouwgate, the western
arm, led towards Carlouw, while Abbay Street (Known as 'Tulla'
Street in 17330, the southern arm, lad to Tullow. Small
lanes, such as Keenan's Lane and Church Lane, uWére located

off theszse streets. Barrack Straet was canstructed betueen

1837 and 1847 (Horner 13735-8, 438).
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2. MARKET PLACE

There can be little deubt but that the medieval markat

Place was located in Markat Square, a tritangular markKat placa

formed by the intersection of Main Street and Carlouwgate,.

3. DOMESTIC HOUSES

Documantary sources indicate that the number of

burgages
in medieval Castledermot variad from about 182 in 1284, g~
in 1311, to 168 in 1413 <(Sweetman 1875-86, ii, no. 23499;

Tresham 1828, 223! no. lc). Each burgage would have had a

hous2 and outbuildings but 1t is difficult to reconstruct the

burgage plot pattern now. Rocque‘s map of tha town, however,

shows that burgage plots survived in tha towun into the

eighteenth century.

In a deed of ¢.1280 Geoffrey de Lynne granted a stone

house in the area Knoun as "le Buleput® in Tristledermot to

the Hospital of St. John the Baptist, Dublin <(Brooks 1393B,
256). This "buleput” had been given to Gaoffrey by Walter de
Ridelsford shortly before (BrooKs 1936, 255). The tholsel
{"le Tolsalde"? is referred to in 1311 wuhen it was being usad
by a smith or lorimer {(Lhite 1932, 13». The Civil Survay
(1654) records the presence of one stong house, owned by
Christopher Arsbould and a '‘castle' on the 'Moore of

Castledarmot' (Simington 1952, 106>,

Petrie recorded that "about fifteen years ago [c.18201, I

saW an old house In the Town which wWwaszs popularly called the
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Parliament House. From its style of architecture I would
suppose it as old as [the parliament of] 1493. I believe it
has bean takKen down some yYears” (0.S. Letters, Co. Klildare,
ii, B1). Comerford (18391-5b, 363> noted that this "parliament
housa™ was on the site of the Leinster Arms Hotel, which uas
located at the junction of MarkKet Square and Barrack Straet.

Mo evidence surviyves above ground today for these structures.

4. INOUSTRIAL AREAS

The only industrial activity referred to in the Middle
Agas is milling, which is noticed in connection with the
Franciscan friary and the Hospital of St. John the Baptist.

The location of these mills is unkKnoun.

5. CASTLE

Giraldus Cambrensis recorded the construction of a castle
for Walter de Ridelsford at Tristledermot c.1181 <(Scott and
Martin 1978, 195). There is no other evidence to support the
existence of an early Anglo-Nerman castle, however, and Orpen
¢19@7, 248; 1911-29, i, 396) is almost certainly correct in

suggesting that this castle was actually built at KilKea.

The name “Castledermot® is derived from a castle built
there by the earl of Kildare after 1485. In 1535, after the
revolt of Silken Thomas and the attainder of the aarl of
Kildare, the castle passed into the hands of the crown and

this explains the referance in 1548 +to Edward O0O'Lo¥ne as

4—‘




-loé -

constable of the castle of Tristledermot (Morrin 1861, 174).
In 1629 William Talbot of Malahide held the castle and manor
of Castledermot, presumably on behalf of the aarl of Kildare
(lr Rec Comm 1828, Co. Kildare, Car. 1: 2%3). It 1is unclear
uhether the "strong tower* refarred to in Heuwson's attack on

Castledermot in 1650 was this castle or not (Murphy 1902,

288).

6. TOWN DEFENCES

Castledermot received a murage grant for seven vyears in
1295 ¢(Sueetman 1875-86, iv, ho. 253> and it is 1likaely that
the town was enclosed at this time. The walls were evidantly
in axistence by 1427 when Archbishop Swayne referrad to
Castledermot as a walled town (Chart 1935, 118). Murphy's
(1902, 298) account of Heuwson's attack on Castledermot in
165@ states that the Irish garrison there had pulled douwn the

walls before the arrival of the Cromuallians.

Description

Although the 0.S. 6" map indicates that substantial
sactions of the town wall remain, hothing nowuw survives excapt
for tuwo short sections. The course of the wall «can be
reconstructed, howaver, and it enclosed a paar-shaped area
55@ by 375 m, and had a circumference of 1460 m. The uwall uas
bounded on the east side by the river Lerr and on the uest by
a stream, both of which formed an area of swampy ground

around the mall,
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Commencing on the north at the DUBLIN GATE the wall ran
eastwards for 13 m, then it turned south and south-east to
sKirt the back of the properties fronting Main Street. It
crossad Keenan's Lane (which seems to have been a blind lane?
and continued socuth-easzt to St. James' churchyard which it
enclosed. From there it turned south-wWest for a distance of
about 138 m before turning westuards to the TULLOW GATE. In
the field, south-east of the St. James' <church thare are
tracas of a ditch with internal stone facing, probably the

last remnants of the wall.

The wall continued westwards from Tullow Gate for a
distance of 5@ m before turning north-west. A section of the
wall survives here between the Convent grounds and the ruined
Franciscan +Friary <(Fig. 34). The masonry consists of
uncoursed granite rubble., It is 19.5 m long, 2.5 m high, and
the visible width is 83 cm. The north side is faced with
modern dressed granite blocKs adding a further 4S5Scm to the
width. From here the wall ran north-uest to CARLOW GATE.,
where the second saction of wall survives (Fig. 33). This is
1im long, and rises in height from ground level to 3 m at its
northern extremity where it protrudes out into Carlowgate. It
is 2.1 m wide at the base with a batter, 38 cm wide, on its
west face which rises to 1.3 m above present ground level,
Tuo bar holes, 28cm square and 3 m long are present in ‘the
north face of the wall. These would have held the bars wWhich
closed the gate. The uwall segment is in poor repair and ivy
covered (Fig. 23>. From Carlow Gate the wall ran

north-eastwards to a point B0 m west of Dublin Gate uhere it
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Pplastered internally and pebble dashed externally. The
chancel is modern, the nave 1is possibly of seventeanth
century date but it includes an arcade of thirteenth century
date. The oldest part of the building is the Romanesque door,
which formed part of a Romanesque church, to tha west of the
present building. The round touer is probably of taenth/
eleventh century date and it is attachad to the nave by a

vaulted passage built in the fifteenth cantury.

The Romanesque Church

Only the uwest door survives some 10 m west of the praesent
building although Grose's view of 1791 shows that the south
wall of the church extended as far as this door., Presumably
the Romanesque building survived until that time. The door is
constructed from yellow granite and has two orders of
triangular voussoirs decorated wWwith a +triple row of low
mouldings giving the {mpression of chevron ornament. The
jambs have low rounded mouldings. The inner ordaer is 2.46 m
high and 1.6 m wide. The outer order is 2.7 m high and 2.1 m
wide. The =astimated external dimensions of the original

church are 11.2 by 8 m.

The Round Touer

The touer, which is 20 m high, 1is built of garanite
boulders uwith limestone pinnings. The =axternal diameter is
4,74 m and the inte}nal diameter is 2.5 m. It is five floored
Wwith medieval crenelations above two string courses. It is

entered at ground level through a flat lintelled door built

of large squared blocks of granite. The door is battered and
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its present height is 2.25 m. The door seams to have been
some 735 cm above present ground levael but the removal of the
door treshold and some stones undarneath hava Iincreasad its
height. A damaged stone wvault was inserted about mid-way
through tha first storey, and the top uas capped by a
medieval stone vault. The modern floors rast on Joists set
into the walls and do not respect the old floor levals. The
first floor has a small windouw deaply splayed with flat rear
arch opposite the door. The splays are partially broken douwn.
Batween the second and third floor is a flat-headed window oON
the south side. The fourth floor has a similar window on the
south-east, and there ara four large round-headed windows
under the cap, facing the cardinal points. These windows and
the crenelations above probably date to the seventeenth
century (Barrow 13979, 114-6). The tower is connected to the
church by a narrow corridor 3 m long. Its wWwalls are rubble
built and have bean plastered over. They suppart a pointed
yault with wattle centering which 1Is of fifteenth century

style.

The Thirteenth Century Church

During the thirteenth century the old Romanesque church
was expanded eastwards when a new navae Wwith a south aisle was
built. All that survives of this is the plastered arcade of
three pointed arches which forms the south wall of the nave.
The splayed window at its east end has been altered and may
be entirely modern. Tuoc of the arches are nouw filled in with
partition Wwalling 95 cm thick; the third houses the organ. No

trace of the aisle survives,
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crucifixion. Panels above: three figures, arrest of Christ.
Dexter panel: David seated playing the harp? Sinister panal?
sacrifice of Isaac. The ring is decorated with a spiral
des ign on the upper sinister and louer dexter segment and low
mouldings on the others.

South face (Fig. 42>: six panels of two flgures each. Tha
arm terminal has one filgure and thera 1s a spiral panel on
the upper shaft.

East face (Fig. 43)! six panals of spirals, frets and Knots.
Morth face (Filg. 44): a figure with arms railsed? a seated
figure uwith child on Knea? a large standing figure and a
smaller figure; a figure with sword and shield; two figures
wrestling. The arm has one figure and the uppar shaft has a
spiral panel.

Base

West face! Two men herding animals among which there 1is a
goose, a deer, a boar, a rabbit, and a couw.

South face! Panel with a figure pointing to the five loaves
and tuwo fishes above a row of eight figures.

East face! Undecorated.

North face! One panel in upper right corner uwith two figures
wrestling.

Dims: Base: H. 69 W. 99 by 92

Shaft: H. 268 W. 38 by 23 cm

West Cross (Fig. 45).
Tuo tiered undecorated granite base wWwith mortice. Set on a

modern plinth west of the Romanesque dooruway.
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Dims: H. 822 W. at base 75 by 53
W. at top 37 by 3@ cm
Mortice D. 27 W, 19 by 17 cm
Cross. Date uncertain.
Granite. Small roughly shaped Latin cross. Baside the

north-east corner of tha south cross' plinth.

Dims: H. 66 W. 34 T.17 cm.

Hogback. 71@th cent. (Fig. 46)

Situated between the south cross and the church. Granite.
Decorated in false rellef with six and a half adjacant
lozenges on the south face. The north face has a Latin cross
Wwith lozenge shaped intersection, within a frame, and an
incised cross with VY-shapad +terminals and a heart shaped
uppar arm (Lang 1871).

Dims: L. 178 W. 483 T. 39 cm

Incised cross-slab. Pre-1280. (Fig. 47)
Limestone., Clase *to the south-east corner of the south cross.
Decorated with a roughly incizad triple-line Latin cross.

Dims: H. 66 W. 34 T. 18 cm.

Incised cross-slab. Pre-1290,
Granite. Set uwest of the south cross. Incisad Latin cross
uith expandad arms.

Dims: H. EE W, 38 T. 1B cm.

Cross—-slab. Pre-1209 (Fig. 48)
Tapering granite slab decocrated off-centre with a cross in

ralief. On uwest side of south cross. The cross-head is
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Griffith 195s, 318).

On the death of Thomas de Hareford, before 1224 (BrookKs
1958, 183, n., 12), Celbridge passed to Milo da Rochford,
husband of Thomas' daughter Elianora (Gilbert 1889, 193-47
Otuway-Ruthven 1961, 167~8), The Rochfords held Celbridge
until the mid-fourteenth century and the last recordad is
William de Rochford, who had died by 1333. An extent of his
lands in Kyldrogh was ordared in that year (54 ROKPRI, 36)
but it was still awaited in 1349-5@ (Sayles 18739, 281!). The
success ion to Celbridge is obscure wuntil 1387-9 whan John
Rout and Richard Arblaster, chaplalns, wuere given roval
licence to enfeoff Maurice FitzThomas, earl of Kildare, with
the manor of Kildroght (Tresham 1828, 139%! no. 1817 143: no.
7). The Kildares seem to have boosted the status of Celbridge
and shortly aftar they acquired it the first references occur

tg the borough and casztle of Kildroght.

The manor was forfeited after the rebellion of 'Silken
Thomas ', however, and in 1336 it uWas granted to John Alen,
master of the rolls (7 ROKPRI, 37: no. S7). It was evidantly
restored *to the Kildares In 1534 because three vyears later
the @arl requested the Lord Deputy to confirm the manor of
Castletouwn (i.e. the touwn of the castle of Celbridge) to
Gerald Sutton (Morrin 1881, 3983). Castletoun and Celbridge
uere forfeited by David Sutton because of his part in the
Baltinglass rebellion of 1588 (1Ir Rec Commn 1826: Kildare
Eliz: 72. In 1587 the manor of Castletown-Kildroght was

granted to John Dongan and it belonged to the Dongans for
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eighteenth century date.

2. INDUSTRIAL AREAS

Milling has aluays been important here becauss af the
town's proximity to the river Liffey. Tha earliest referance
to milling ocqurs in the grant of Thomas de Hereford, dating
1213-24, in which he granted the tithes of his mill in the
vwill of 'Kildroch® to St. Thomas' Abbey, Dublin (Gilbert
1889, 139). Tha mill probably functioned +throughout the
medieval period. The manor mill of Celbridge, forfeited by
David Sutton in 1589 uwas leased toc John Cusacke in 13583 (13
ROKPRI, 211! no. 4180) and granted along With the manor to
Edyard FitzGerald in 1588 (16 RDKPRI, 74: no. 35208), and
therzafter to John Dongan. Inquisitions takKen in 1611 and
1827 ¢ Ir Rec Comm 1828, Kildare: Jac I! 77 Car I: 15> note
that Walter Dongan held tuo water mills, One of these, wWith
jts mill-pool, mill-race and an enclosure Known as the "mill
parKe®, was located near the castle at Castletown. The other
Was a waste toft on the site of a watermill in Kildrought. In
1654 the Civil Survey noted that Lady Dongan held a corn mill
and a3 cloth mill, valued at £28 p.a. in Kildrought, wuhile

there Wwas also another mill out of repair there (Simington

1852, 212.

A number of large early nineteenth century mills are
currantly being renovated on the west banK of the Liffey and

these are likely to be ohn the site of the medieval mills.
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3. THE ERIDGE

The placename Cill droichead indicates that a bridge was
presant here from pre-Norman times. Nothing is Known of the
form of tha earliest bridge or its mediewval and saventeenth

century sucCcCessors.

4, THE CASTLE

The castle of Celbridge is first raferred to in 14903

( Tresham 1828, 167:f no. 237 and in view of the absencs of

earlier references it is 1likely that the castle was

constructed after t+he earl of Kildare gained possession of

Celbridge 1in 1387-9. Tha castle lay some distance to the

north of Celbridge in the townland of Castletoun.

In 1583 a grant of the castle and lands of 'Castleton of

Kildrought' to Henry Warren described it as having a precinct

of three acres and "a hall built after the Irish or country

manhher , covered uith straw" (L3 ROKFPRI, 211% no. 41817. The

Civil Survey of 1854 stated that there uWere two castles at

Castlatoun., valued at £30@ in 1640, but uWere hou ruined

¢Simington 1352, 22). There is no trace of a medieval castle

at either Castletoan or Celbridge.

5. ST MOCHUAR'S PARISH CHURCH

1t is likely that the madieval parish church was the

successor of a pre-Morman church site. It is first directly




-/142 -

referred to in the charters of Thomas de Hereford, granting
the church of Kildroch to St. Thomas' Abbey, Dublin <(Gilbert
1889, 157-9). Ona third of the church's incoma was reserved
for the support of the vicar, an arrangement which continued
into the sixteenth cantury (Gilbert 1833, 28B6-7, 295; White
1941, =215). The wvicarage uas valued at 43s . in the
acclaesiastical taxation of 1392-6 (Sueetman 1875-86, Vv, P-
24@). The royal visitation of 1615 noted that the church and
chancel of Kildrought were in good repair (Ronan 1341a, 467,
The building was wvisited by Austin Cooper c.1780 uho drew it

as it then stood (Price 13942, pl. 1).

Description ¢(Figs. §8-1)

The church is situated within a rectangular enclosure oh
the Hest of the wvillage. The enclosure uWas originally
circular and evidence for this remains in the circular sueep
which Church Rd. makKes around the graveyard on the north
while there are traces of a low uide bank in the field west
of the graveyard uwall. The remains consist of the east wall
of the church and the lower floors of the west ‘touwer., which
uas later adapted as a mausoleum but is now ruined. The
Connolly Mausoleum was huilt on to the north side of the
church during the eighteenth century bhut this is not
accessibla. The masonry consists of rubble limestone roughly

coursed with no dressed quoins.

The east gable stands to a height of 7 m and short

raturns of the north and south walls. Short wall segments run
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out from thase returns:? thesa2 may be the remains of
butresses., The east wall was 1it by a three-light
round-headad window with transomad switchline +tracery. Much
of the tracery is missing but the jambs and mullion of the
southern light are present. On top of the gable is a small
rectangular brick structure, possibly a bell-cote. Only the
west end of the north wall survives, where it is incorporated
into the Connolly mausocleum. The south wall is represented by
a slight rise in ground lewels Cooper's drawing shouws a

vestry at the east end of the south wall.

At the west end of the nave iz & rectangular TOWER with a
projecting rectangular stair-turret on the scuth-west angle.
The east wall was removed te first floor level and a new
crossing wall was built 4 m to the east, The ground floor is
entered from the outside through a round-archad door in the
north wall. Its limestone jambs are modern but the antrance
iz probably original. Cocper's drawing shows a lean-to
structure in this position. There is a blocked flat-arched
window in tha west wall, and the stair turret is entered
through a rectangular doorway in the south wall. The first
floor is a loft, 1it on the west by a round-headed splayed
Window Wwith limestone jambs of recent date? the left wuwas
entered from the stairs through a rectangul ar dooruay ., nNou
partly blocked. Above the left is a vault, which was pPossibly
pointed but is now heavily plastered. The second floor
survives to a height of 3 m above first floor laval at the
cast end but elseuhere its height has been reduced to 380 cm.

There is a splayved rectangular uwindow 1in the east wall which
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originally opened into the nave, and a wall cupboard.
Cooper's drawing shows two openings in the east wall. The
stair turret rises above second floor level where it is
topped by modern crennelations., It is l1it by small
rectangular windows in the east, wWest and so0uth walls.
Cooper's drawinag shows an additional floor on the touer with
a parapets above, which supported a narrow belfry. Tha stair
turret was also battlemented,. Accordina to Cooper the
entrance to the tower was through a flat-archad door in the

west wall.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Celbridge is an interesting example of an Anglo-Norman
borough. 1t was founded beside an older Early Christian site,
and traces of its enclosure still survive in the curving line
of Church Road. For archaeology, it affords an important
opportunity of investigating the transformation from

pre-Narman church site to Anglo-Norman borough.

The extant of the medieval borough is unclear, houever,
because its plan has beaen obliterated by the later replanning
of the town in the eighteenth century. The original borough
was almost certainly located in the vicinity of St. DMochua's
church and in the area of the bridge, From which the
sattlement derived its name. Traces of the original bridga
may well survive in the waterlogged Liffey muds and it would

be important to investigate this area, if the opportunity




~ 145 -

arosa. in order to racover the structural Hhistory of the
first bridge and its succesors. The original site of the
castle remains unknown but it and +the mills were probably
substantial stone buildings which will have left foundations
under ground. Apart from tha church thare are no faatures of
pre-1700 date surviving above ground but it is to be
expected, that in common With other towns, archaeological
deposits consisting of house foundations, pits, and debris

scatters survive below ground.

The proximity of Celbridge +to Dublin has brought
cons iderabla housing development within the town and this has
impl ications for the archaeology of Celbridge, rFarticularly
on the outsKirts of the town. The =enclosurae arocund St.
Mochua's church, which is probably the oldest feature in
Celbridge, has been encroached on by the school to the south
and is in danger of further intaerference by both the school

and private Housing on the uwest. It is important that

archaaclogical investigation should taKe place here in
advance of any development. Elseuwhere in the town ,
archacological deposits have been disturbed by the

construction of the street frontage and it is liKely that
archaeological material survives, by and large, only behind
the street frontage. Nonetheless the potantial remains to
discover the extent of the medieval borough and to uncouver

information on the nature of its houses, streets, and other

structures.

In summary, the archaeolsogical data indicates that
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settlement commenced at Celbridge bafore the coming of the

Normans, that it expanded considerably during the tuwelfth and

thirteenth centuries, and that it was replanned as a borough

in tha seventanth or eighteenth century. Bccordingly it has a

long history as a built-up area. Documentary records of the

site are few, houwever, and in +the future archaeological
axcavation is likaly to be the pPrincipal means by which
additional Knouledge can be obtained. It is important, then.
that any future development should be monitored, otheruise

archaeclogical information is liable to be lost needlessly.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of the accompanying map (Fig. 627
delimits the area of archaeological potaential within
Celbridge. This is based on the extent of the seventzenth/
eighteenth century replanning, together with an area around
the old <church and the bridge. The prasent lack of
information on the pracise axtent of the borough makKes it all

the more important that all works uWithin the shaded area

should be monitored.
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CLANE

The wlillage is located on the uwest bank of the rivar
Liffey in north-east Kildare on the road betuesen Kilcock and
MNaas. The name is an anglicisation of Cluain, ‘field',
rendered variously as Cluain Oamh, "field of the ox", or
Cluain Ath, "field of the ford®. The ford was probably the
site's principal attraction as a settlement site and it has
some early mythological associations (Comerford 1885, ii,

98-9).

ARCHAEQLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Two pit burials containing decorated MNeolithic pottary,
found in an escarpment near the villsga (Ryan 19792-80), and a
bronze dirk found in a bog nearby indicate that the wvicinity
of Clane was frequented by man in the prehistoric period. The
eaarliest permanant settlment on the site, howaver, &as an
Early Christian church site. GWynn and Hadcock (13976, Il
identify Clane as the monastery of Cluain Damh, foundad by
Ailbhe and of which Sinchell (d.549) was the first abbot. In
702 a battle was fought at Claan Ath betueaen Ceallach Cuallan
and Fogartach Ua Cearnaigh CAFM; AU sub 7@3). In 782 the
death of Banbhan, abbot of Cloenath, is recorded <(AFM sub
777). Little is Knoun of the history of the monastic site. it
was plundered in 1835 (AFM) and in 1182 it was the venue for

2 szynod conuened by Gelasius, the archbishop of Armagh (AFM2.




-/47 -

This would suggest that Clane was a significant settlement by

the twelfth century.

Aftar the coming of the Normans, the barony of Otymy
(modern barony of Clane), in which Clane 1is situated, was
granted to Adam de Hereford, who in turn granted it to his
brother, Richard ¢(Orpen 1911-20, i, 37V9>. Latar the barony
passed to the de Stauntons (Otway-Ruthwven 1961, 168).
Killanin and Duignan (13967, 151) are probably correct 1in
attributing the motte at Clane to one of the de Herefords but
no record of its construction or early history suruvives. A
Franciscan friary uas astablished <¢.12858 suggesting that
there was a sizaeable settlement at Clana by that time.
Referances to the court, provost and community of Clane in
1298 demonstrate that the community was exercising borough
functions and that a borough had been established by the and
of the thirteenth century (Mills 1995, 199-200). The toun was
burned in 1218 Cllaod, Langman and Griffith 1956, 147> . In
1392 the provost, bailiff=s and commonalty of Clane Kwere
granted tolls to rebuild the bridge (Tresham 1828, 147: no .
223). Further informatien on the history of the settlement is
lacking but casual refarences in the fifteanth and sixteenth
cantur ias indicate that it maintained its status as a borough
¢ Tresham 1328, 267° no. 43: Morrin 1862, 108). In 1859 the
census of lreland recordad a population of S3 for Clane with

a further 43 in 'Meutoun of Slane [sic)' (Pender 1933, 3398).
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ARCHAEDL.OG ICAL INVENTORY

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

2. MARKET PLACE

3. DOMESTIC HOUSING

q. INDUSTRIAL AREAS

5. THE BRIDGE

6. CASTLE

7. ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH CHURCH
8. FRANCISCAN FRIARY

2. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGDARLEMN
10. OTHER FEATURES

11. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

The present street pattern of Clane is linear (Fig., E3).
It is based on a main north-south street, which forks at the
southern and, turning south-east to the bridge and Naas, and
south-west touwards MNewbridge. It is difficult +to Knouw the
date of this street pattarn. Medieval references indicata
that the bridge formed part of the town, and since the street
running north-west from it passes the motte, Franciscan
friary., and the medieval parish church, it is quite possible
that it follows the medieval street line. The street lacks
any clear burgage plot pattern, however, and this is a stong
indication that the borough was deserted before the close of

the Middle RAges. The only clear evidence for a burgage plot
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pattern is in the broader part of the main street, north of
St. Michael's church, whers its ragularity indicates a lata
seventeaenth or eighteenth century data. A refareance to the
Mewtown of Clane in 1582 may indicated that the borough was

re-established in the sixteenth century ¢Ir. Rec. Comm. 1326,

Kildare, Eliz.! B).

The aerial photograph (Fig. 63) shows the cropmark of a
road running southuwards from the south-west corner of the
friary towards the bridge: this may reprasent the original
street in this area. The photograph alsc shows a linear
feature, superficially resembling a roadway, east of 5St.
Michael's church. This occurs in marsh land, houaver, and
probahly represents a drain. The 0.5, first adition 6" maps
of 1837 show the possible remains of a burgage plot pattern

on the south-kest street leading towards Newbridge.

2. MARKET PLACE

It is dlfficult to gauge the shape of the original market
place when tha farm of the original street pattern is unknoun
but the sub-triangular space in front of St. Michael's church

is a likKely location.

3, OCMESTIC HOUSES

The Civil Survey of 1634 noted four castlas, one of which
belanged to the earl of Kildare: two had halls attached +to

them and the fourth belonged %o Sir John Oongan of Castletouwn
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(Simington 1952, 149). No trace of these buildings exists.

4. INDUSTRIAL AREAS

There is evidence for only one mill at Clane during the
Middle Ages, that belonging to the lord of Clane. It is first
referred to in 138@ (33 RDKPR!, 82) but it was probably there
from the foundation of the manor. This, or its succesor, is
the watermill referred to in 1453 (Tresham 1828, &Z67: no.
43>. In 1636, howevar, John Fitzgerald held two watermills in

Ctane ¢Ir. Rec. Comm. 1826, Kildare, Car. I! B8 and in 1654

they belongad to William Sarsfield of Lucan and Nicholas

Wogan of RathcoffeY, whan both were in ruins (Simington 1952,

149>.

The 0.S. first edition 6" map shows a mill south of the

village, on the south-west side of the bridge. A large modern

house accuples the site at presant.

5. THE BRIDGE

In 1292 the commonalty of Clane received a grant of
pontage to construct a stone bridge. This may be the ans
described by Sherlock (19@3-5, 38) as a bridge of six arches.
He also noted that the arches had been built on wattle

centering. The present Alexandra Bridge is modern.

§. THE CASTLE

o ——— S el
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Tha motte of Clane was probably erected in the late
tuelfth century by the de Herefords. In 1341, the survey of
the forfeited lands of the earl of Kildare refers to the
'‘castle or fortress called Blackcastel in the town of Clane’
(Nicholls 1968, 38>. This may be the castle held by Nicholas
Eustace in 1382 ¢ibid., Eliz.: 3> which later passad +to

Walter Dongan in 1611 (ibid., Jac. 1It? 7)., Lewis (1837, i,

227) noted the presence of a castle which *added greatly to

the importance of the town., but has long been in rufns”.

is not now clear to what he was referring.

Description

A steep sided round mound situated at the southern end of

the village. The mound has a conical shape and tapers from

its base, measuring 47 by 41 m, to a flat summit, 14 by 13 m.

There is a slight depression in the centre of the summit and

the mound is 8 m high. The long axis of the mound is al igned

east-west and its basal measurement has been shortened as a

result of bulldozer interference in 1978@. This revealed that

it was built of lavers of stone and earth (JKAS 15 (<1971-62,

1@3). CooKe-Trench ¢ 1835-1502b., 1897 recounts a story that

the top of the motte sank about 132D and that excavation, at

the time, ravealed some sKeletons. There is no +trace of a

bailey

2. ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH CHURCH

During the Middle Ages the church was held by the Knaights
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rectangular opening in the east wall which cpens into the
church. The second floor has a narrow splayed window in the
south wall and another in the west end of the north wall. The
third floor (the belfry stage) has a larga pointed window in
the west wall and & smaller but similar window in the south
and east walls. These windouws have arches of brick and have
Ppointed extarnal hood mouldings above. All of the windows and

the battlements date to c.1808.

The roof line of the old nave is visible in the east wall
of the towmer and has been ignored in the recent renovation.
The north wall of the nave leans ocut from the wvertical and
has a blockKed-up pointed door with chamfered sandstone jambs.
This fts marked internally by a break in the wall while
externally only the western jamb can be seen. The remainder

of the door has been concealed by the anlargement of the

vestry.

Monuments

William Wogan. 1616 (Fig. E6E).

Limestone table tomb built against a free-standing stone wuall
outside the east end of the church., Three tablets are set
into the wall aboue the tomb. Tko of these belong with the
tomb but the third, dated 1716, does not. It is a large
rectangular plaque with an achievement of arms for Wogan and
O0'Meill carved by Patrick Murray. The upper rectangular
plaque has an undacorated heater shaped zhield in lok relief

and the date 1618 in the louwer spandrels. Dims:! H. 47.9 W.
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42 c¢m. The louwar rectangular plaque (max. dims. 84 by 48 cm)

has an inscription in false relijef Roman capitals:®

HEAR LIETH INTOVMBED. THE BODY OF WILLIAM WOG/ AN OF
RATHCOFFI[E ESAV IR/ WHO OECEASED THE LAST/ OF DECEMBER IN

ANNO DO MINI 1516 BEINGE OF THE/ AOGE OF XXVII YEARS

The plain tomb mensa rests on a decorated side and end panel.
The south end panal is a modern insert. The covering slab
has a reverse-ogee moulding below the rim. The west end panel
has the upper half of a crucifixion in false relief. The side
panal has s5ix segmentally arched panels with figures in falsa
relief. The pilasters between the panels are decorated with a
simple two-line flat ribbon interlace in relief. Abovae each
panal there are a set of initials separated by lozenges+? N,
T, W, EW, P, IL. The figures are partially carved and Were
intended to represent three men on the dextar and three wWomen

on the szinister side but only the far sinister figure was

completed.

Dims: Slab? L, 195 W. 191 T.20 cm
Side Panel! L. 177 H. B3 cm
End panel: W. 91 H. B3 cm

Cooke-Trench 13939-1502a, 99-199; FitzGerald 19904-6a, 98-91.

Font. (2th.s 13th cent. (Fig. 7?8
Flain granite font, found in the wxll of the church tower,
now set on a rad marble base in the church of St Michael and

All Angels, Millicent. The font has; been cut down and the

s ides rounded, but it was probably based on a cubic capital.
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Bafore the font was cut doun there was evidaeance for it having
& Cover and the present drum-shaped basa is modelled on the
original (CooKa-Trench 1894, 139). The base i5 said to have
baen preserved but it cannot be located nowW.
Dims: H. 36 W 68.3 by 68.5 cm

Basin: O. i6 W. 49 by 49 cm

Sherlock 1891-5, 28.

8. FRANCISCAMN FRIARY

The foundation of this friary is recorded by AFM in 1238
and Gerald FitzMaurice, lord of Offaly uwas tha most likely
founder (Guynn and Hadcock 13978, 245). Little is Knoun of its
history during the Middle Ages but the suggestion has baen
made that the friary was substantially rebuilt after 1433
(Conlan 1973, 82). The Dissolution documents note that the
*church, chancel and part of the dormitory uere destraoyed by
order of Lord Leonard Grey., late King's deputy, for the
purpose of repairing the Kins's castle of Maynouthe"” (lhite
1943, 1B84). The friary was leased to David Sutton in 1541 (7
ROKPRI, 49t no. 174) but it was subsequently granted to
Robert Eustace and others for the use of Thomas Luttrell in

1542 (7 ROKPRI, €33! ne. 313).

Description (Fig. §7)

The ivy covered walls of the nave, chancel and part of

the south aisle survive in a rectangular graveyard south-east
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of the village. The masonry consists of roughly coursed
limestone and there are no dressed quoins. Plaster remains on
rarts of the internal and external walls. The nave and
chancel are of thirteenth century date and tha aisle was

added in tha fifteenth century.

The east gable of the CHANCEL stands to an external
height of 4 m but is only 2 m high internally as a result of
build-up to accomodate a Marian grotto. The wall was reduced
in width by KnocKing out the intarior facing of the wall and
refacing it. The east window Probably consisted of a saries
of lancets but only the granite outer and inner mouldings of
the side lancets survive. The imposts of the rear arch
mouldings and one capital can be seen through the juy B m
above ground level. They are similar in style to those at
Castledermot friary. The north wall stands to a height of 7
m. It has one lancet window, similar to those in +the south
wall, but lacking its arch. Thare is a round arched recaess
near the east end of the uWall, and immediately west of it is
a larger recass, possibly round-arched but lacking cut stone,
which may have bean designed for a tomb. Thare is a small
hole through the wall in the centra of the recess.
Immediately west of this is a pointed recess, now rubble
filled, wuhich was probably the door to the cloister. West of
the lancet window is another round-headed recess lacking cut
stone. The south wall stands to a height of 7 m and has four
pointed lancets together with the ecastern splay of a Ffifth.
Under the first windouw from the east 15 a pointed recess,

probably a sedilla, but lackKking cut stone. West of this is a
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shallow pointed niche with multi-moulded rounded Jjambs and
plaster-workK on the back and sides, perhaps a tomb recess
CFig. 68)., There is small wall cupboard at ground level

betueen the tuo recesses.

Only the north wall of the NAVE survives and it is
featurelaess aexcept for one round arched racess, 98 cm above
ground level. The uwest wall is completely missing and it is
not clear wuhether it was in line with the uwest wall of the
south aisle or whether it extended west of this line to where

the edge of a raised platform is preseaent.

NMothing surviuves to shou the nature of the arcade
connecting the nave with the south AISLE. It measures 16.5m
by 6.5m internally and consists of the south wall and the
return of the east wall. The west uwall is represented only by
foundations. A 4window splay survives in the east wall
fragment but no Jjambs are present. The ssuth wall stands to a
height of 7 m and has tuo Windows, similar in style to those
in the zouth wall of the nave, with the east splay of a
third. No cut stome remains but some plastering survives on

the windouw splays and an the interior walls.

Architectural fragments

Two stones with rounded mouldings, probably from the east
gindouw, lie in the east end of the church.
Dims @ 1 H.37 W.38 T.28 ¢cm

2 H.26 W.28 T.29 cm
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Monument

Knightly effigy. Late 13th cent.

Limestone torso lying on the ground against the north wall of
the chanecel. The upper chest and 1legs are missing, The
figure is traditionally identified with Gerald FitzMaurice
FitzGerald who founded the abbey and died 1237 (Archdall

1v867 Hunt 1374, 155-8),.

g. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGOALEN

Tha chapel of St. Mary Magdalene iuxta Clane is recordad
in a list of parish churches and chapels in the diocese af
Kildare draun up by DOr. Roche MacGeoghagan, bishop of Kildare
from 1629 to 1644 (Comerford 1885, i, 261>. In 1788 the
maudlin °"by Clane castle" is referred to together with
"Maudilinstoun, near Clane® (Upton 1818-21, 333). The site af

the hospital is now unKnouwn.

1@. OTHER FEATURES

Tamplebr ide

In 1504 the King held a free chapel called 'Temple-bride' at
or near Clane (Ir. Rec. Comm. 1826, Kildare, Jac. I: 1.

NMothing further is Knouwn of it.

Bullaun
A large stona uWwith one depression is set on the uest edge of

the Butterstream, a short distance +to the north of the
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Franciscan Friary. Diam of basin 32, depth 35 cm
(CooKe-Trench 1833-1902b, 183-11)
Cross-base. 17th cent.
Situated on the uWwest side of the Millicent (MNewbridge) road
at the end of the village. Undecorated 1limestone base with
very rough chamfering on the upper edges. There is an
uncentered rectangular mortice.
Dims: H. 39 (Min) W. 84 by B35 cm.

Mortice? D. 12 W. 24 by 29 cm.
CoakKe-Trench, 18399-13902b, 183-11.
Font. 19th cent.
Stone urn mounted on a pedestal ouside the R.C. church has a

saventeenth century date incised on it.

Possible megalith.

Sherlock ¢(1891-5, 27) suggested that a feature Knouwn as "St.
Brigid's chair and thimble" was a cromleac. It was situated
“3 little way above the head of the millrace at Clane, uWhere
thare is now a disused quarry". It was brokKen wup in the
mid-nineteanth century.

Wells.

There are six wells in Clane but none is in use or in good
cendition. Sundays Well on the uest side of the motte =3still
has a stone surraund (JacKson 1379-3@, 147-3: nos. 11-18).

Late MNeolithic Burials.
Three pit burials were found

bes ide the KilcocK road (0.5. 6" Sheet 14.

immediately north of the willage

19.3cm  from M.’
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HARR IS TOLM

Harristoun iz a townland situated about three mile east
of Kilcullen beside ve piver Liffey. It is noteworthy in
archaaological 1i- -ature because two of the prehistoric
series of granite 'long stones' in Co. Kildare are located in
BrannhocKstoun naarby (Killanin and Duignan ¢ 2, 317 Its
history as a borough does not begin until 1681 when it wuWas
incorporated by charter of Charles II. The placename s
variocuzly spelt in early documents: Harcldstoun. Harrystown,
Henrystown and Harristown, but its ultimate derivation is

obscure.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The ecclesiastical taxation of 13p2-8 lists the church of
nthe will of Harold” in the deanery of Balymor (Sueetman
1875-85, V., 242), almest cartainly to be identified with

Harr istown which is only 4.5 Klm from Ballymere Eustace. The

villa lallenses listed beside it in the +axation is probably

the modern tounland of Brannockstouwn, siti ted immediately

south of Harriztown. The church of Haroldstouwn., described as

saste in a taxation of Dublin diocese <¢.1294 is presumably

the same church ¢28 RDKPRI, 52: no. 15A). The church is again

¢ ferred to in 1543 when Uriel Q'Hagan uas presented to the

uicarsz 1t ¢ ROKPR1, 66:¢ no. 354). The dower assigned to

Anaztasia, widouW ¢ David Wogan, included land in 'mo’ de
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burned ie church in 835 {(7AFM). The church was rebuilt in
868 (?AFM) by Flanna, or Land, the Wwife of the high King Aedh
Findliath. An eleventh century annalistic fragment records
that in the course of building this church Land *had many
carpenters in the uwocod, chopping down and shaping trees®
{Radner 1978, 133), an indication that the rebuilt church ,
liKke the dertaigh recorded in 7?62 {AU-?617, was of wocod. The
monastery was burned on a number of occasions betuween 710 and
18839 (Cowuell 1896-8, 24¥V-87 Buchanan 1972, 9-1@>. A record of
one such burning, in 1858, notes that both the stone church
(damhliag? and wooden church (durthech? were destroyed C(ARI).
In 1122 the Ui Cennsealaig under Diarmait Mac Murchada
captured and burned the abbess' house and much of the <church
¢auUY. In the late tuelfth century Giraldus Cambrensis noted
that there was a richly dacorated gospel book at Kildare and
that a perpetual fire was Kept burning there (O'Meara 1382,
81-5). Taken together, the historical avidence suggests a
large and wealthy ecclesiastical foundation at Kildare in the
Early Historic period. Indeed somae of +the references to
Kildare indicate something more than a purely ecclesiastical
site. An eleventh century annalistic Fragment records the
death of Cerball, King of Leinster, in 9839 as the result of
an accident outside the house of a combmakKer (ciormhaire) in
the street of the flag-stones (sraite in cheime chloici?. The
Annals of Clonmacnoisze record that in 1812 "all the wen ¢

Kildare was burnt by a thunderbalt but one house”". These
referances raise 1@ possibil: ¢ of a secular and possibly

proto-urban settlement associated with the church,




-nY-

Madisval Kildare

During the tuelfth century Kildare was the most important
sattlement in the county and the invading Anglo-Normans wuwere
quicKly attracted to it. It was used by Strongbow as a base
Oh many occasions during the early 1178s (Orpen 1892, 11.
2896, 2771, 2795). It became the principal manor of
Stongbou's lordship in north Leinster ¢(Orpen 1911-2@, i, 374,
3813, the borough was established before 1176 <(Cal | rbroKe
Estate Office 1891, 11) and a castle was in existance there
before 1185, The touwn prospared during the thirteenth century
although pracise details of its grouth are scarce. The
clearest evidence of its wealth is provided by the records of
church building., A new cathedral, traditionally attributed +to
Ralph of Bristol {(bilshep of Kildare 12823-32), was built, the
Franciscan friary was founded c.1254-60, the Carmelite friary
Was established c.1292, and the church of St. Mary Masgdalene,
with its associated hospital, was in existence by 1387. The
ayidence for industry in the town is scarce but milling was
clearly important. Althougsh no charter to the touwn survives
from the thirteenth century the existence of such a charter
is implied by the claim made in 1297 by the burgesses of the
risht to try offences "hy charter of thae lords of the

liberty® (Mills 1905, 1743.

The 1298s uwere a turbulent period in K .dare's history
bacauze of the ocu ~eakK of a number of fauds betueen ti
rea Anglo-Norman magnates, nc¢ ably John Fitz' omas, lord of

Offaly, and William de Vescy, lord of & dare. There uere
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also : tackKs by the native Irish, such as Calbach 0
Conchobhair Failge, who captured tt castle of Kildare
c.1295., The surviving racords indicate that these

disturbances centred around the castle but there can be
little doubt that the toun was also ffacted. The surrander
of the castle to the King in 1297 by William de VYescy, lord
of Kildare, seems to have had the effect of curbing these
disturbances, however., The holding of parliament : the toun
in 1389-1€¢ is an indication of the town's continuing
prosperity and status (Gilbert 1834, ii, 329; Butler 1849,
12). In 1216, shortly after the invasion of Edward Bruce, the
most pouwerful local magnate, John FitzThomas, wuas <created
earl of Kildare and the town and castle uere granted to him.
The association of the FitzGerald family with +the touwn
continued until this century although their principal seat
during the Middle Ages was Maynooth castle. An indication of
the cize of the borough at this period may be deduced from
the accounts of royal escheators during gaps in the
succassion of the earls. In 1328, for instance, Walter lWogan
accounted for £4 14s 1P.25d burgage rent for Kildare,
rept i;enting two-thirds of the burgage rent during a nine
month period. At the standard rent « 1s per burgage this
indicates that Kildare had about 288 burgages and a
pt ilation possibly in the region of 11 3. Little is Knoun

Kildare in the later Middle Ages except that it wuas exposed

to attacKs from the native +ish.

Po: -Madieval Kildare
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In 1515 Kildare received a heuw charter of incorporation
from Henry WIII which as well as laying down regulations for
the functioning of the corporation, granted the town 3 ueekly
markKet and licenced the burgesses to enclosa the toun with
stone Kalls amd a fosse, and grantad them pavage and murage
to pay for the building and repair of the dWalls. The toun uwas
still in a frontier situation and it was occasionally
attacked by the native Irish. In 1548 both the Franciscan and
Carmelite monasteries were burnt by the 0O Conchobair <bhite
1943, 166-7). The touwn uwaz the scene of an engagement in
15398, during the Nine Years War, when it was so badly damaged
that it was described by Fynes Moryson (1987, 1ii, 331> as
'altogether disinhabited’'. The cathedral uas still ruined and
roofless in 1624 and a number of properties uwere described in
1E@? as ’‘ruinous' or 'lately burned' (Ir Rec Comm 1338, 82).
The town wWas an important garrison site during the
Confaderate wars and in 1E42-3 three hundred royalist troops
were garrisoned there (Gilbert 1882-91, i, 168). The census
of lraland, c.1659, noted a population of 353 for the toun

(Pender 1939, 393).

ARCHAEQOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN
2. DOMESTIC HOUSES
3. MARKET PLACE

4. INDUSTF . AREAS
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S5. THE CASTLE

§. TOWN DEFENCES

7. ST. BRIGID'S CATHEDRRAL & EARLY MOMNASTIC SITE
8. CARMELITE PRIORY OF ST. MARY

9. Fi NCISCAN FRIARY

16. NUNNERY

11. HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE

12. IBURBS

13. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. STREETS AND STREET PATTERN

Kildare is important among Irish touns in that its street
pattern retains traces of a concentric plan which may
pra-date the AfAnglo-Morman invasion. The curvilinear plan
formed by Priest's Lane, fAicademy Street. St. Brigid's Square,
and Convent Road either preserves the outline the early
monastic enclosure or it represents a set of routeways which
circumuented the enclosure at a distance. In either case this
curving pattern is an old one. Within this area, the street
plan essentially linear and the main axis of the medieval
street plan, as of present-day Kildare, was the east-west
route formed by Claregate Street and Dublin Street. This
routeway itself is auite possibly of pre-Norman origin and
Claregate Street may be the "sraite in cheime chloichi ¢ ir"
¢*the eastward-running street of the f! j-stones"),mentioned
in 19 ¢(Radner 1973, 185). The tiquity of the other streets

is 9 tul to termine but a nui 2r are meni ) .d in a
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document of 1674 (PRONI, 0.323073./2/3/5:
Bride Street: "highuway to Grey Abbey"
Church Lane~
Rathanhgan Road: "highway from Fire Castle"
Pigeon Lane: "Abbey ane without Clare Gate™
Station Road! "highway without Ellis Gate®

The map by John Rocquée prepared in 1757 shous that the street
pattern of the toun, betuween Conhvent Road and Bohereenago
and Shraud on the north has survived practically intact to

the present.

2. DOMESTIC HOUSING

There are no traces above ground of secular pre-1780
buildings but there is documentary evidence for the presence
of fortified town houses in the fifteenth, sixteenth and
sevehteenth centuries. The burgage plot pattern survives uell
on the south sic of Dublin Street and boundaries survive
betuween Bride Street and Academy Street which, on Rocque's
map, canh be seen to be burgages. Elsewhere, however, there is
very little evidence for the long burgage plot wuhich was a

characteristic feature of Anglo-Norman touns.

ARCHOEACON'S CASTLE

This buil ing is referred 3 by -~ is name in the parish
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3. THE CASTLE

The construction of Kildare castle is normally attributed
to William Marshall, lord of Leinsi *+ from 1198 +to 1219,
becausze an inquisition of 1302 notes iat he built the castle
vvithout the consent of the bishop on land belonging to the
church and he had subsequently granted the bishop an annual
payment of ten markKs in compensation <(Sueetman 1875-85, v,
no. 132). A document of c. 1185, however, makKes it clear that
a castle already existed at Kildare by that time (Curtis
1933-43, i, 4>. This is not surprising because of the
eyidence for Anglo-Norman activity thaere under Strongbou, who
died in 1176, and the early evidence for the existence of a
borough. Indeed, it is far more liKely that it was Strongbowu.
rathar than William Marshall who built the castle wWithout
first reciev 1g permission. In the settled conditions of
Kildare during the first decade of the thirteenth century it
would have been relatively eazy for William Marshall to
obtain this permission, whereas Sirongbouw would have had +to
construct his ca: e under emergency conditions and uwas quite

likely to ignore the position of the church, as Hugh de Lacy

did at Trim .

After Stror )jou's death Kildare passed to the Marshalls,
from whom it passed to A es, u: : of William de Vescy c.1278
¢COrpen 1911-2@, iii, 98-3). Agnes' son Wiliam succeeded *to

18 srdship of ¥ .dare c.1298 but he surrendeared e cas la,
manor and borough of Kildare y the King in 1297 (Sueetman

1875-86, iv, nos. 365, 373-5, 481). In 1233 the ca: .e 4as




capture by John FitzThomas, lord of Offaly <(Lawlor 1988,
32), an esvent probably «connected with FitzThomas' quarrel
with William de Yescy ¢(Orpen 1911-20, iv, 115). In 1295 John
FitzThomas' quarrel with Richard de Burgh, earl of Ulster,
lad to further unrest in Kildare (Orpen 1911-20, iv, ti16-19).
It was : this time that the castle was captured by Calbach O
Conchobair Faiilge and many royal! documents which were Kept
there by William de Vescy, justiciar of Ireland from 1290-4,
were destroyed (Mills 1995, ! 3>, It was probably at this
time, which was dscribed in 1297 as ”"the time of disturbance,
when the Odiimpsies {0 Diomusaigh ] were outside the toun of
Kildare®™ (Mills 1985, 118) that +the followers of William
Oonyn broke into and robbed the castle, and the follouers of
John FitzThomas robbed tha castle and touwn of money, <cloth,
wheat, oats, malt, oxen, couws, sheap and pigs worth £10890.

Citills 1S@5, 188, 199).

After the surrender of the castle by William de Vescy +to
the King in 1297 it was held for the crouwn by constables
during the next +tuwenty years. The roval accounts record
repair workKs that were carried out during this time. Betueen
1297 and 12399 351, 149s. 8,25d were spent on wWworkKs in the
castle, including the repair of houses, touwers and gates, and
the building of a new bakehouse, Kitchen and well! a +Further
151. 's. 7d. was : 3nt on uorks in 1394-6 (38 ROKPRI, 47-8,
102). The strength ¢ the castle at this stage is indicated
by -~ ¢ fact 5 it successfully witt tood a three-day
by Edmund Bruce in 1318, 1@ same yvé - in uwhich it

was gri tLe to John FitzThomaz (Orpen 1311-28, iv, 174-5),. I

M
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hectares. There iz a water touer within the anclosure and the
area is now used as a County Council vard. All of +ths
surviving features arae of fifteanth century date but +the

overall shape of the anclosure suggasts +that the +fifteaenth

century buildings are follouir a thirteaenth century plan.

The Gatehouse

Access to the castle was by means of a gatehouse on the
eastern uwall. This is a rectangular structure of four floors
which iz still inhabited and has raecieved many modifications.
The masonry consists of uncoursed rubble limestone. There is
an external batter on the north, east and south walls.
Internal ground level is about 3 m higher than external and,
likKe the barbican of Trim castle, access must have been by
means of a timber ganguay leading to the rounded entrance on
the east wall. The entrance is nouw filled with a rectangular
sash windouw. The entrance passage itself 1is simply a
rectang. ir chamber with a pointed-archad recess on the north
and south sides’ that on the south has been expanded and a
brick windou has besn inserted. On +the north side of the
i1 ster exit is a flat-headed passage which leads to the
stair giving access to the first +floor above. Below the
ground floor is a basement w: 7 a rectangular brick wWwindouw,
clearly an insertion, in its east wall. The stair to the
first floor was 1it by a round-arched windou and a smaller
splave window, now blocked. art of its north + .1 has be
brokKen out in order to ink the gatehouse with the modern

¢tensit on the north. The entrance to 1e { ‘st floor is
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1it by a parallel-sided slit window with internal splay and
flat rear arch. The floar consists of a ractansular chamber
lit by windows in the east and west walls and a garderobe in
the south-wast angle, which iz now blocked off., The eaast
Window was a splaved tuwin-light originally but it is now
occupied by a modern sash window. The uwest window, a single
light with concave splay, is nouw blocKed. The south wall has
a large pointed recess, a modern fireplace in the centre of
the wall, and an L-shaped garderobe in the south-west angle,
The entrance to the stair leading to the second floor is in
the north wall. It is 1it by a large parallel-sided slit
window. The north uwall of the second floor contains a long
narrow chambar uhich runs the length of the wall and is 1lit
by a narrow, splayed, flat-arched window in the east and west
walls, a ractangular twin-light round-arched &indow in the
north wall, now blocKed, and a loop at the north-east angle.
The rectangular chamber has a tuin-light round-headed window
with limestone jambs, missing its centre mullion, in the east
wal . Access to the parapet is from a stair in the south wall
of the second floor, 1it by a twin-light rectangular window.,
nowu blocked and lacKing its mullion. The south-east angle is
1it by a loop and a small splayed window, now blockKed, in the
south wall. The presence of a narrouw chamber, now blocked
¢ F, in the souv 1-uWwest angle is ewvidenced by an external

window., The roef and parapet are ¢ mo rn date,

The mk e

All trac C the m¢ : has gone but Roque's map ¢ 15
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853, where they project inte Church Lane. This rmay be the
castle belonging to the conuwent of St. Brigid de Fyrehouse,
which is refarred to in the Dissolution documents of 1548 as
a 'small castle or fortilage' and described as 1lying within

the precincts of the nunnery C(lWhitl 1943, 1E3).

ELLIS GATE

First mantioned with the other gates in 1674, it appears
to have been located on Station Road. Its position is nou
unkKnown but, in common with gatehouses elseuhere, it was
probably located on the crest of the ridge, before Station

Road drops towards the north.

WHITE GATE

Also mentioned in 1674 for the first time, this uas
located at the eastern end of the town, in Dublin Street but
its precise positien is wunkKnown. Topographically it is
possible to suggest that Dublin Street has developed in tuo
stages. The first of these is marked by the blocK of burgaage
plots on the south side of the street which terminate in a
long linear boundary running east from Bride Street. The
second stage was an extension of this pattern and is
indicated by the property blockKk on both sidas of the streat

whose ir :rnal boundaries are aligned at a more acute angle

than t! se on the uwest. The pos: : 1 of stas 1, in the core
of » town, indicates that it is the earlier and a ate
madiet da may e proposed. ¢ je 2 is an addition g is
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prabably past-medieval, If this analysia is correct it
suggests that the White Gate should be located at the point

where the eastern limit of stage 1 meets Dubl in Street (Fig.

85).

POSSIBLE DUTLIMNE OF TOWN DEFENCES

The suggested locations of these gates together with +the
old name for Academy Street, .ack ditch or Cleamora
Street”, recorded by Rocque, makKes it possible to propose a
tantative course for the town wall in the Later Middle Ages.
On the west the wall would have run from the Fire Castla +to
Clare Gate, then south : 3ng Academy Street to just north of
St. Brigid's Sgquare. Thera it turned eastwards across Bride
Street and its line may be preserved on the east side of
Bride Street in the property line which forms the boundary of
the plots fronting Dublin Street. It then turned nor to
White Gate as dissussed above. There are no indicators as to
the !ine of the wall in the town's north-eastern sector where
the castle iz situated. On analocygy wuwith other Anglo-Morman
towns it is to x expected that the castle uas sited on the
t n's periphary id, accarding -/, thae absence of evidence
for touwn defances here may be simply : tributable to the fact
that the castle provided all necessary defence in this area.
On the nor 1 side of the toun the wall shoul have enclosed

ve site of the bishop's palace in the field north of the
cathe ‘al enclosure, and it may have traced a radial course
from £ lis ite to the ire House, perhaps preserving the

ine of an ear :r monpastic ir :r vallum (see Si 1 1983, 86).




-2 -

7. ST. BRIGID'S AITHEDRf AND EARLY MONASTIC ENCLOSURE

EARLY MONASTIC ENCLOSURE

The street pattern of Kildare preserves a number of
radial features uwhich are almost certainly the relict ramains
of pre-Morman enclosures. At least tuwo can be suggested, and

it is possible that the present churchyvard formed a third.

Inner Enclosure

The presant cathedral and round touwer are located wWithin
a sub-rectangular churchyard which may bhave formed the
innermost enclosure. The bulge in Stz ion R¢ [, Hhowever., 1s
more likely to preserve an ancient boundary. The continuation
of this curve on the north side of the cathedral can be seen
as a cropmark In the aerial view (Fig. 89>. Continuins the
line of this curve, it would have crossed Church Lane at the
approximate location of the Fire Castle, discussed above in
relation to the medieval defences. The south side of this

enclosure would have been formed by Claregate Street.

Outer Enclosure

The adis course of Priest's Lane, Academy Street, St.
Brigid's Square and Convent Road was almost certainly

influenced by the outline of this enclosure and it is 1iKely

that parts of it were incorporated into the defences of the
Ar .o-Norman toun, as at Kells, Co. Meath. On the north-uest

and west, the vallum probably lay somewhat wuw: hin Prie: 's
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Lane and Academy Street (Rocque's 'Black Ditch or Cleamore
Street'). Its southern boundary, which would have been
locatad north of St. Brigid's Square and Convent Road, may be
indicated by the position of the 1long property boundary
running east from Bride Street. The eastern boundary of the
enc 3sure is not immediately ewident but it may be the same
as that of the medieval defences postulatad above. North of
the castle, Rocque‘'s map shows a long property boundary
running north towards Station Rocad. From there it passed,
probably behind the houses on Lourdesville, to the Kink in

the road at the foot of Chapel Hill.

ST. BRIG1O'S CATHEDRAL

The cathedral is the successor of the pre-Norman church
of Kildare. Guynn and Hadcock (18378, 83> suggest that Kildare
remainaed strongly monastic wuntil the end of the tuelfth
century. The 1 -5t English bishop, Ralph of Bristol, was not
appontad until 1223 and Ware recorded that the cathedral mas
then in a ruinous state and that Biszhop Ralprh rebuilt it. The
oldest fabric of the present building has been attributed to
him by Leask (1958, 892> and others. In 13383 an indulgence was
granted to aid the repair of the cathedral (Bliss and Tuemlow
192, 587) and the addition of its stepped parapets has been
attributed to this period by Leask (1968, 83). Further
repairs and the building of a collerge are attributed to

Eishop E wnd L e, c.ld482- (Buchanan 1372, 112.

By 1584, houwaver, the roof of the cathedral was ruinous,
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having been pulled down in the attack of 1598 (Buchanan 1972,
11, It was still ruinous in 1611 (Bremer and Bullen 1873,
155) and 1615 <(Buchanan 1972, 11>, It has

bean stated

frequently that +the <catheadral touwer &+ bombardad by

Castlehavaen in 1641 but Couwell {1896-8, 248> considered this
unlikely because no trace:s of battering or cannon balls

have

ever been found and the collapse of the +touer, chancel and
north transept was most liKely due to the natural failure of
its foundations. In 1686 the choir was rebuilt by Bishop
William Moreton and it served as the cathedral until the
restoration of the entire structure in the 1late nineteenth
century (Craig 1931, 28# Buchanan 1972, 11). By that time the
only surviving parts of the medieval structure were the north
and south walls of the nave, the walls of the south transapt,
the south wall of the central tower and possibly parts of the
chancel (Figs. 92-3). The reconstruction of +the cathedral
resulted in the discovery of a number of archaeological finds
including two fragmentary pre-Norman slabs (JKAS 4 (1983-5,
379>, tuwo burials within the foundatisens of the ss6uth wall of

the chancel (Cowell 1899-13827 JRSAI 2 (1892), 186~-8>, and

also a number of floor tiles (JRSAI 22 (1832), 186-8).

Description (Figs. S1-4)

The building consists of a nave, chancel, crossing touatr
and transepts. It is built of unevenly coursed limestone with
wel cut ashlar qQuoins. The north transept, the : z2ater part
of the chancel, the west windouws of the nave, and the east,

north and west walls of the er Werea entirely rebuilt
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O0ld sketches shouw the gable of a building north of the
cathedral but the only remains in this position today consist
of a small rectangular hollou 4.44 by 3.48m, enclosed t

rubble built walls some GAcm high and 1m wide.

'CELL'. 7FI1TZGERALD MDRTUARY CHAPEL (Fig.96>

A small barrell -yvaulted underground room orientated
north-south lias immediately east of the cathedral. The
presence of a flat-lintelled window, with internal splay, in
the south wall shouws that it was originally overground. It is
now enterad from the west througsh a rectangular copening
reachad by eleven steps from modern ground level above. It
measures 4.35 by 3.1m. The flagged floor was probably louer
than at present and the roof has uwicKer work centering. Below
the window in the south wall is a long shallow niche at
ground level. There is a recessed niche with flattened arch
at floor level in the north wall. The northern part of the

roof has collapsed and a modern grave slab covers the hole.

Stone-roecfed Chamber

At the east end of the cathedral and north of the ‘cell’
is a small stone roofed chamber measuring 1.4 by 1.5m. The
roof of this structure is 7@cm above preser ground level. It

is pr¢ ably part of a burial vault.

Le jh Mort.u -y Chapel

North-east of the ++ eral are the foc ings of two walls

which may have been the mortuary chapel for the Lei: fan Y.
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Are itectur | fragments

Altar stone. Date uncertain.
Lyi 3 outside the north wall of the nave. Rectangular block

of limestone with an over hang on one long side. Centre
incised with a simple Latin cross.

Dims: L. 148 W. 88 T. 24 cm.

Window spandrel. 1Sth cent.
South transept. Centre spandrel of a z2andstone tuWin light
cusped ogee-headed window grooved for glass.

Dims: H. 31 W. 558 T. 25 cm.

Window-head. 18th-1?th cents.
Resting n the Heweston wall memorial (1858) in +tha south
transept is the centre part of a limestone window head wuith
undacorataed holl 4 spandrels.

Dims? H. 87 W. 38 T. 1S cm.

Pisc 1. 17th cent.

South Transept. Limestone block with a shallow boul, formed
of adiating concave scallops tapering towards a antral
drainage hole.

gi t H. 38 W. 2B T. I3 cm.

Diam. of basin 20 cm.

MOMUME 'S

igh Cross. Py -1208.
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Rectangutar limesztone slab. Incised inscription in Roman

capitals:

HERE LYES THE BODY OF ROBERT,/ LEIGH COLCLOUGH ESQ SECOND/ SON
OF IOHN LEIGH OF RAHTBRIDE~ IN THE COVNTY OF KILDARE ESQ/ HE
WAS MARRIED TO MARGARET. DAUGHTER AND HEIRESS OF SR CRESAR/
COLCLOUGH OF TINTERN BARONETT,/ IN THE COVYNTY OF WAXFORD” HE

EFARTED THIS LIFE THE 27¥ DAY OF MAY 1635.

Oims ¢ L. 194 W. 98 cm

FitzGerald 189g8-8@, 77-8

Cross shaft, 17th cent.

South Transept. Limestone fragment with a tuo tiered tenan ¢
top. Rather uorn. The center of one face has been removed
because it was used as a gatepost in LacKagh. Face 1: upper
part of Christ's body, nailed to a plain Latin crosz. Face 2
is sin .ar to face 1 but is undamaged. The rectangular panel
aboue Christ's head has the letters ™M 8. Face 3: a
heater-shapaed shield bearing a cross saltire and a crescent.,
with a small figure below with head turnad sideuways. Side 4:
blank heater-shaped shield, with a small figure holding a
scroll belou.

Dims = . 51. W. 32 T. 18 cm

Cross plaque. I7th cent.
Morth transept. Small limestone blockK with Lat 1 cross on a
csloping foot carved in high relief on one f. z. The sunface

of the cross is decor: in 1 1 relief with foliage on the




arms, pocKir in the centre and the shaft has a herring-bone

pattern.

Oims: H. 36 W. 22 T. 13 cm.

Miscellaneous

Paten 1688

Gilt vtan inscribed in Roman capitals '0OE0 ET ALTARI
ECCLESIAE CATHEDRAL IS STAE BRIDGIDAE DARENSIS SACRUM' and in
small letters on the reverse 'EX UNITIS DEVOTIONIBUS MAXIME
AMICORUM MICH HEWETSON ET THO. WILSON ILLE PRESEBYTER T
FREBENDARIUS ECCLESIAE CATHEDRALIS STI PATRICII DUBL. HIC AD
SACRUM DIACONATUS CRDIMNEM SOLEMMITUR ADMISSUS DIE
COMSERRATIONIS HUJUS ECCLESIA, VIZ FESTO STI PETRI 1686.

FitzGerald t3t@-12, 97-8

Seal matrix of Richard Lang 1464-74 (Armstrong 1313, 47-8>

Medieval floor tiles

Tuenty-one worn line-impressed tiles wuwere found in the
cathedral. Tuenty of these are cemented into a wuwooden frame
which is Kept in the Chapter House, while No.21 is on display
in the south *transept. The fabric is orange in colour and

they are 12 cm square and 2.5 cm thick

1-5. Fart of a four tile pattern, it has an oakK leaf in thae
corner and Jo small trefoils and a fleur-de-lys expanding
from a double circle in +the <cer -~e. There are traces of

red/broun glaze on five tiles and yellow on one. ' ree iles

PEESNERNSSSRESS S e e ]
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are comg :te and there are three half tiles in the frame.

{Frazer 1894, 135: ig. 4.

7-11. Part of a four tile ¢ :tern. The centre and corners
have an octafoil design within a c¢ircular band of alternating
quatrefoils and concave sided rectangles. There are trace:s of
shite inlay in the design. One tile is complete and there are
four half tiles, Similar to an wple in St Patrick's

Cathedral (0Oldham, T. n.d., no. 4).

I2-14,. Single tila consizting of an eight-petallad flouWwer
with triangles within a double circle with an elong: :d
trefoil in the corners. Tuwo complete tiles and one half tile.
There are faint tracas of whitesvellouw glaze in the design.

Similar tile from St Mary's Abbey (Donnelly 1837, No 4).

1S—-16. Tuwo half-tiles with an oak leaf in the corner and part
of a circular asign which enclosed a geometric pattern. They
may have been glazed red with traces of white inlay. They can
be compared with tiles from St Mary's Abbey and St. Canice's

cathedral (Frazer 1895, Fig. 14).

{7. Part of a nine tile pattern with a large oakK leaf Within
a circle. Traces of red/brouwn glaze. Similar to examples from

St PatricK's cathedral (0Oldham T. n.d., nos. 12, 13a).

12. Part of a four tile pattern consistinog of a quatre il
uithin a double circle in the corner. There is a mouchette
with trianglas in the spaces betwean the edges of the tile
an the central pattern wuhich consizts of a band of

alternating quatrefoils and concave sided rectang :s5. The




centre of the tile has three trefoils on a single stam
amanating from a circular pattern of triangles and convave
sided rectangles. Traces of broun glaze. Similar to ¢ :mples

from St Mary's Abbey and Greenoge, co. Meath (King 1934).

19-20. Centre tile of a nine tile pattern consisting of a
¢ tral circle with quatrefoil surroutr ad by v outer circle
of alternating oak leaves and open circles. TI -~e are tuo
complete tiles, one of which has %traces ¢ vyellow glaze and
the other has black inlay. Similar examples are Known from

st. Patrick's cathedral, Dublin (0Oldham n.d., No.11).

21. A crouwned lion rampant uith traces of red glaza (Fig.

1117,

8. CRARMELITE PRICRY

This priory, situated uest of the cathedral, was founded
in 1292 by Wiltiam de Vescy (Guynn and HadcocK 1978, 258).
There are fewu documentary references te the existence of the
house, houevar. In 1297, Walter, son of Nicholas the
chaplain, was accused of breakKing inte the church (Mills
1905, 189> while in 1318 there was an inyestigation into the
theft of a chast Kept in "a stone house of the friars" here
(Woed, Langmzn and Griffith 1956, 158>. UWhen it Was
surrandered in 1539 the priory consi: 3ad ef a church and
belfry, dormitery, hall, two chambers, etc. (Guynn and
Hadcock 197@, 290> but in 1548 all the buildings “except i@

church and a messuxge which the friars usaed as their hall”

o ——————— S



wara burned by 0O Conchobair (White 1943, 1673. Tha priocry uas
granted y David Sutton in 1543 (7 ROKPRI, B3: ho. 3457
although Guynn and Hadcock ¢ 1879, 298> state +that it was

granted to William DicKson.

No trace of the priory survives today but the ruins were
still standing at the end of the eighteenth century when they
were drawn by Austin Cooper (Murphy 1896-38, 292; Jrl. Kildare
firchaeol. Soc. 15 ¢(1971-6>, 4367 pl1,3, and 498;. Cooper's
drauving shous a roocfless single-aisled church with tuwo
pointed tuin-light windows in the =2ast wall and three small
traceriad roundels above. The =south wall had six pointed
lancets and there was a flat 1lintalled rectangular dooruay
towards the uezt end. The remains uwere plotted by Rocque on
his map of 1757, and this indicates that the medieval priery
church stood immediately south of the maoc 'n Carmel ite

church.

Monuments

Six limestone panels are set into the north transept wall

of the modern Carmelite church.

Tomb panels, 168th cent.

Tuo end panels said to have come from the Franciscan friary
¢(Hunt 1374, !88>. Another part of the same tomb is in Kilda
Cathedral.

1) yctangular panel decorated in deep false relid with a
depiction of Christ sitripped of his garment, crouwned with

yerns and the hands and feet are t: 1. Incisad in Roman

L ———————



capitals to the right of the igure are the words ECCE HOMO.
The left side of the stone has a small projecting panel uith
a long stem of foliage.

Oims: H. 72 W. BB owverall W. of panal 56 cm.

Hunt 1974, no.34, pl. 2338.

(b)Y Rectangular panel decorated in ep false relief with a
crucifixion in an ogee-headed panel with hollow spandrels.
Christ is nailed to a Latin cross, and is flanked by John and
Mary .

Dimsf! H. 3 W. BB cm.

Hunt 1974, no. 83, p1.233.

Tomb fragment. 168th cent.

Narrow brokKen panel decorated in deep false relief with the
upper part of a figure holding a patriarchal cross in the
right hand, set in an ogee-headed panel with undecoratad
spandrels, Said te ba from the Franciscan friary {Hunt 1974,
168, 2432.

Dims : H. 92 W. 29 cm.

Plaque. 16th cent.

Ractangular panel decorated with an animal in high relief,.
Thz head is turned backK against the body with bared teeth and
curved snout. The hair aleng the back of the animal is
curled, the tail is foliated and the feet are claued.

Oims H. 48 W. BZ& cm.

Tomb panel. 16th cent.
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Rectangular panel decorated in relief with an undulating
grape vine on the laft and two animals. On the right of the
panel is a centaur-like figure with a man's head and long
beard, a long neck and body with two human hind 1legs. The
tail is Knotted and ends in a fleur-da-lys. In betwean thaere
is a small animal ,possibly a monKey, at the base of the
panel. He has a small round head with long tongue and four
clawed feet. His two hind legs are curved arcund his neck.
This panel is probably part of the same monument as No. B8 in
Kildare Cathedral.

Dims* H. 49 W. B1 cm.

Plagque. 16th cent.

Small raectangular panel decorated in relief with an angel in
a round necked pleated garment with hands jc i1ed and wWearing
a head band with a fleur-de-lys. Hunt (1974, 168: no. 837
suggests that this is a depiction of St. Michael or St
Gabriel.

Dims. H. 29 W. 2@ cm

9. FRANCISCAM FRIARY

The precise foundal n date of this friary is unKnoun but
it seems to have been established either in 1254 or 1268 by
Gerald FitzMaurice, lord of Offaly, ar by William de Vescy,
or possit ¢ both ¢Guynn and Hadcock 1378, 252). Roy: alr

faor the friary are recordad in 1276-88 (36 F KPRI, B4)., Guynn
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and Hadcock €197@, 252> state that John FitzThomas, first
2arl of Kildare, was buried here in 1316, but it is cartain
that Thomas, the second #arl!, who died in 1328, wuas buriad
hare before the altar of the chapel of +the Blessed Virgin,
uhich he had built ¢(MacMNiocaill 1964a, g972>. In 1331 Richard,
the third earl, was buried on his right, before the altar of
St. John (MacNiocaill 1964, 87), while in 1359, Johanna de
Burgo, Thomas' widow, was buried beside him (Gilbert 1334,
ii, 383). Murphy (1896-8, 301-2) has sugaasted that eight
earls of Kildare weres buried in the friary during the Middle
ARges. On its surrander in 1533 the friary contained a church
and belfry, a dormitory, a hall, three chambers, a Kitchen
and a cemetery (Guynn and Hadcock 1979, 23528) but the extent
draun up in 15480 noted that all +the buildings, aexcept the
church and two-thirds of the cloister, had been burnt by O
Conchobair in that year (khite 1943, 186}, The friary wWas
granted to David Sutton in 1343 (7 ROKPRI, 63: no. 345).
Mattheus, writing 1in 16238, records that the friary uas
destroyed in 1547 but this is probably a mistake for 1348
¢(Jennings 1934, 15@3. He also noted that the church had bean

repaired by the Franciszcans in 1621,

Description (Figs. 113- 32

The ruined and overgrown remains of the church are
cituated in low-lying groun . south-west of the town, within
a sub-rectangular graveyard. The remains consist of a r e

and chancel church, which had a side-chapel on the nor




side, and the earthuork traces of the claustral buildings in
the field to the south. Austin Cooper's drawing of 1791
shows that it had one, and perhaps two, shallow ‘transaepts,
and the north transept opened into the north ¢! el C(Murphy
1896-8, 3@@). The fabric of +the church is mainly of
thirteenth century date. On analogy with Kildar cathedral it
would seem that the buttresses were added on the north side
during tha fourteenth century, probably at ie time the north
chapel was built, betuween 1316 and 13228, The east window and
probably the west wWwindow uere inserted in the fifteenth
century. The masonry consists of roughly coursed limestone

and no visible quoins or jambs are present.

The Chancel

The gabled east wall stands to a height of about 19 m.
Both Cooper and Grose show that it had a pointaed windouw with
switchline tracery but no trace of this survives. The granite
sill of uhat appears to be a larger uwindouw of earlier date,
is present externally at the naorth end of the wall. The east
wall buttresses have collapsed and the in® ~nal facing of the
wall! is missing below the windouw. There is & wall niche some
49cm above present ground level in the north side of the
wall. The internal graund level has been raised considerably
by collapse. The north wall stands to a height of about 8 m
at its east end. It uwas supported by free-standing
ractangular buttresses which have become dislodged fram the
wall with tt passage of time, and are separate from it by as

much as 48cm. Traces of a weathering suryive on the we: rn
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two butraesses. The north wall was 1it t six narrow lancets
all of which are now in bad condition. Their jambs have been
removad and only two retain their pointed rear arches. Ona
splay alone survives of the eastern two lancets. One side of
a cusped arch with concave and rounded moulding survives naar
the east end, set into the wall at ground level. The stone is
tufa and the piece may e re-used. At the base of +the =&ast
end wall is an opening but the internal line of the wall is
racessaed indicating a wall niche which would have matched
that in the south wall. Almost directly overlooKing the side
chapal is a small splayed opening. The south wall survives in
tuo sections, At its junction with the east wall it stands to
a height of 3m for a distance of 3m. The middle section is
largely rebuilt and stands to a height of 1.5m. The wuWall
forms the southern boundary of the graveyard and it has been
considerably refaced. Close to the east end is a shallou
round arched niche 1.6m in length and 38cm deesp. The Jjambs

have been removed but the niche still retains plaster.

The northern side-chapel

Nothing remains of this chapel, dedicated to the Blessed
virgin, but Cooper's drauing shous that it had a pointed
windouw. Immediately east of the chapel site is a depréession,

ap. vis has a wall on its east side, 3.30m in

)]

some 2 m d
1ength and 1.38 high, and anothar on the west, 2m long and 2m
high. Both wz ls contain a pointed arch and may form part of

t+ha monhas ic drain.

The MNave




The uwestern Bm of the north wall stands to a height of
7m. There may have been a wall cupboard at the west end of
the wall but a irtical section of the internal wall facing
has collapsed concealing it. Less than half of tI west wall
survives and the south-west corner has besen entirely rebuilt.
The northern half of the gable survives +to a height of
beatuween 8 and 19m. The northern splay of the west windou
survives but its jambs are missing. The uwest end of the south
wall has a maximum height of 4m. There are three round arched
niches in the wall. The eastern one is tha largest, Z.76m in
length, 1.85m above present ground level and 4lcm deep. The
centre racess is 2.48m long, 44cm deep and 1.25m above ground
level. The wastern one is 1.668m long, 44cm deep and VScm
above the ground. Externally the roofline of the cloister is

visible near the uWwestern end.
The claustral remains

These are confined to the area imediately south of the
church. The main earthwork consists of a rectangular
enclosure 15.5 by 4.4m and enclosed by grass covered wuall
footings c.75cm high. The northern bank is 1.5m auw: from the
south wall of +the church. Tuo sections of the wall
foundations are exposed on the south and east. They are built
of roushly coursed mortared limestone. The section oan the
east measuraes 2.9 by B8.¥9m, and is faced on both sides. It
has the return ¢ an internal cross wall 78cm wide and 5SB8cm

in length., In the angle batueen the walls there is red brick

lockKing., The sot 1 end of this wall is zquared off and may
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da2note an entrance. The southern saction is 4.9m l¢ 3, 4Bcm

high ar ¢ :m wide.

Other Features

East of the claustral remains are two 10w mounds of unkKnouwn

function, South-uast of the church is a slightly raised area.

In tha north-west corner of the field, north-west of +the

church, is a large raised rectangular latform, probably of

madern origin.

Friars Well

South-uest of the friary is a pond labelled by the 0.S. map

as Friar's Llell. It uould appear to have formed in low lying

ground on the course of a small s =2am.

1@, NUMNERY OF ST. BRIGID DE FIREHOUSE

The pre-MNorman monastery of Kilc e Was primarily a
community of nuns and it is clear that this survived wuntil
the Dissolution of the monasteries. Practically nothing is
Known of this religiousz house during the Middle Ages,
howevar, apart from the suggestion that St. Laurence D0'Teole
persuaded the nuns to accept the Arroasian observance after
117 (Gwynn and HadcocK 1878, 328)>. The monastic axtent made
at the time of the Dissolution noted that +the | icincts
contained a small castle or fortilage with a chapel, and that

was farmed by Francis Co - and Raymond Oge (F :(zGerald>

in 1548 (White 1543, 1E3-4). The nunnery Was

leased )




Redmund FitzGarald in 1574 (12 RDKPRI, 123: no. 2421>, and
aranted to Anthony DOeeringe in 1584 (15 RDKPRI, 73: no.

43575).

The community was assoclated w- 1 a perpatual fire, first
described by Giraldus Cambrensis in the late twelfth century,
and possibly a survival from a pre-Christian sanctuary.
Giraldus described the fire as having burned since the ti
of Brigid? it was surrounded by circular hedge or scri
made of uWattles and tended by nineteen nuns who Kept it
perpetually alight (O'Meara 1832, 81-27. Henry of " wndon,
archbishop of Dublin, is said to have ordered the fire to be
extinguished in 122@ when he was papal legate but Guynn and
Hadcock ¢ 1979, 328) doubt the accuracy of this tradition. In
1395 the community was addressed as the ®*prioress and convent
of St. Brigid de Fyrehouse of Kildare", which would suggest
that the tradition of the fire continued into the later
Middle Ages ¢(Tresham 1828, 1S4t no. 4d7). Holinshed's Irish
Chronicle, first published in 1577, contained an account by
Richard Stanihurst which noted that he had visited at Kildare
"y monument lyKe a vaute, which to this day they «call the
firehouse” (Miller and Pouwer 1879, B53). The founc :ions of a
emall square stone structure in the cathedral churchyard are
traditionally stated to be the remains ¢ the fire-house
(Craig 1931, 285-€). A number of o0ld drawings show an old
ctructure in this position with a uwest gable standing +to a
height of between three and four m¢ ‘es, and having a ragged

opening, presumably the ran ins of window. There is no

clear ayidance, however, to indicate that this +tradition is




correct and the name ‘'Fire castle’® showh to the wsst of the
cathedral churchyard on Rocque's map of 1757, suggests that

the nunnery either occupied this position or uwas close to it.

11. CHURCH OF ST. MARY MAGDARLEN

The existence of this church is evidenced by a single
referance in 1387 which described the church as standing "in
the entry to Kildare®" (Mills 1914, S14). A document of 1634
descr ibes Magdalen Hill as "lying in the high way to tha
Curragh, being an old Windmill Stead the stone walls of an
oid ruined house” (BM Harl. Mss. 72808)>. The dedication to St.
mary Magdalen, together with its location outside the towuwn,

indicates that this was the site of a hospital.

12. SUBURBS

The earliest reference to extra mural habitation at
Kildare occurs in 1674 uhen the exiz :nce of a suburb weszt of

Clare Gate is noted (PRONI, D.3278/2/3/32.

13. MISCELLANECUS

Beech Grove. Folly.
East side of Chaplin's Lane, near e corher With Dublin

¢  1t. D-shape turret and length of wall inhcorpor: ing

medieval windouws and window jambs. Tuwo ogee-headed chamfared
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limestone windows, one of which has hollow spandrels. Five
incompl e rectangular granite wWindows. Two have rounded
Jambs while the remainder are chamfered. Theze may have been

removed from the castle.

Monumants in Market House.

A thirteenth cantury incised effigial slab from Castledillon
(Hunt 1974, no. 77), a FitzGerald mantlep: :e dated 1813, a
limestone plaque bearing the FitzGarald coat of arms dated
168802, and a pPlaque dated 1620, all of which were brought +to

Kildare from Ballvsbannon Castle, near Kilcullen.

14. LIST OF STRAY FINOS

1. Bronze axe "curiously engraved on both sides”". Found at

Kil wre. Cat. MNeligan Coll. 18333, lot 4.

2. Bronze palstave. Probably from Kildare town. NMI P1853:34.

3-4. Tuo bronze spe ‘*headsz. From near Kildare. NMI 1363: 263,

273.

5. Bronze sockKeted axe, Found at Kildare. NM1 S.A. 1927:59.

Report of the Mational Museum of Ireland .... 1327-238, 14.

g8, Hoard of thirty-four Anglo-Saxon coins, deposited c. 981.
Found .ar Kildare. Tuenty-five in MNMIZ S,A. 1927: ig3- ’.

Hall 13973-4, 73.

2. Hoard of Hiberno-Norse bracteates (at least sixy,

I deposited c.1135. Found in =axcavations beneath tt 1 or of
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the Round Tower, Kildare, c,.15848. NMI. Petrie 1345, 2

Oolley 1966, 84-6.

8. Bronze sticK pin. Found near Kildare, 1834. Roval Ontario

Museum, Toronto. FPryeor 1976, 75-25! no. 23.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

The Problams

Kildare is important to archaeclogical recsearch bacau:
is an example of an early ecclesiastical site which

developed into an Anglo-MNorman market town. The descriptio
of Kildare by the sevanth century uriter Cogitosus is perhaps
the best Known account of the urban functions of an early
monastery. Tenth century referesnces to the ‘straet of the
flag-stone' and to a combmaKar's worKshop reinforce this
picturea of a monastic toun. Kildare was one of the earliest
ases of Anglo-Norman activity and tt appears to have
functionad for some time as the capital of William Marshall's
north Leinster lordship. This transition from monastic town
y & <charterad incot srated town is significant becaus=2
Kildare is one of the few sites which possessas undisputed
auidence for this process. It iz possible +that prahistoric
evidence may also lie within tha town because it has
fraquantly baen suggestad that the church of Brigid replace

+he shrine of a pre-Christian goddess. Surprisingly little is

knhown of the town in the later Middle Ages but witnassed




new grouwth in °© 2 sixteenth cantury, initially as a result of
Patronage by the sarls of Kildare and subsequently +fram the
Dublin government, In summary, the ancestry of +the modern
touwn is clearly an ancient one and the problem for
archaeology is to ensure that Athy's arct :o0logical heritage
is Properly protected from in1 ~ference by modarn

developments and recorded in advance of d¢ truction.

Documentary sources for Kildare are few before 1708  and
further information on the early growth of the touwn is most
likely to come from archaeological exc¢ ;ion. The topography
of the towun poses a number of specific problams which require

solving.

The precise axtent of “e early ecclesiastical enclosures
is unKnown and their outline on Fisg. i only represants a
calculated guess. 1t iz possible, for instance, that there
was a large outar enclosura stretching from Bohereenasorr and
the Shraud in the north, to Beech Grove on the 2ast, and +to
St. Brigid's Sq and Convant Rd. on the south. Some replanning
may bhave occurred in the 1zte seventeenth or early
sighteenth car Ary., particularly in MarkKet Square .
Excavations in the square would be wvery important bacause
this could determine wuhether it is of Early Christian origin,

as Swan has suggested, or not.

Knowlaedge of housing in the town prior to 1788 is wery
=zl ight. The axcavation of housas iz important not only w

y information which it sheds on the form and :pology of

the houses but also becausa it enables comparisons to be
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drawn with he ;es Known from other parts of Ireland and
Britain, permittir a hetter Knowledge of the quality of 1 p
in Kildare before 1708. Examination ¢ hous ing would provide
clear evidence for the nature of +the transition from

pre-Norman *to Anglo-Norman timas.

Surprisingly ltarge parts of the ¢ ;tle surviva showing
that it was a substantial structure. It is unclear, houevar,
whether its layout is of thirteenth or fifteenth century
origin. Thera may be traces of the suggest | motte balow
ground level! and it would be important +topographically +to
determine if the castla was surroundzd on all sides by

meat, and if 5 . 0of what width.

The course of the toun defences is wvery speculative and
the outline suggestad above needs to ba tested by excavation
in order to determine whether it is correct or not. There is
a strong pnssibility that the bsoundaries of the early
acclesiszstical anclosure were incorporated into the later
medieval defences but this iz a theory which <can only be
clarified by excavation. Mural touers may be discoverad and
the foundations of the gatehouses may also survive belou
street level. Excavation is likely to reveal traces of the
defances becaus2 even Whara the wall, or rampart, has been

removed it is likKely that a ditch would : rvive intact.

Kil ire cathedral is tha most important ecclesiastical

site in the county and wuwhile the opportunity y excawv: @

within the churchyard is unlikely to arise, important

evidence for the layvout « the early monastery is liKaly b}
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survive in the area immediately ocutside the churchyar . Here,
sn .ler oratories, houses and schools would have been built.
The Franciscan friary, south of the town, the Carmelite
friary and St. Brigid's nunnery uere located within their own
precincts and it is important to remember that thesa uera

arge building complexes, having not only a church and
cloistar, but ranges of domestic buildings as wall.
Excavation in thesa areas is significant not only for the
architectural information it will yield on how the form of
the buildings changsed through time but also because the
excavation of a medieval cemetery, such as at St. Halen's,
YarK, <an prouvide otherwise unobtainable information about
health, diet, mortality rates and disease arong the
inhabitants of medieval! Kildare. The site of St. Brigid's
nunnary has remained elusive but excavation on the site of

the °'Fire Castle' might uncover section of it.

The presence of a diztinct burgage plot pattern at the
eact and of Dublin Street suggests an expansion of the toun
in this area during the seventeenth century. The possibility
of extra-mural suburbsz in this the vicinity of the Carmelite
and Franciscan friaries, at an =arlier date, should also be

borne in mihd.

Archaenlogical Potential

Archaaology does not consist solely of excavation nor
does it stop at ground lavel. '~ e arch: sgical & idence for

Kildare's past comprises all the physical rema s o0f man's







castle wall, and archaeological lavers were aexposad in the
saction at the north end of that site inside the castie wall.
A housing astate., being built at present in the field
north-east of Beech Grove may also have removed
archaeological deposits, particularly if there was a large
outer enclosure to the Early Christian settlement, a3 Swan

13 suggested. DOespite this largs-scale interference it is
1iKely that deposits survive intact behind the street
frontages. The open plot of ground betuwean the cathedral
churchyard and Lourdeswville is potentially a wvery important
archasological site, because of its proximity to the
cathedral, and should not be built upon. There is also opeh
ground at the south-uast side of Clare Gats Street and much
of the ground uest of Academy Street has good archaeological
potential. There is, then, a good 1likelihood of recovering
house foundations, refuse pits, industrial areas, and

worksheps of Early Historic, medisval and seventeanth century

date within the toun.

ARCHAEDLL 7, PLANNING AND DEVELDOPMENT

It is avident from the foregoing that archaeology iz an

important means ¢ tearning about Kildare's past and of
understanding the « aracter and detailed form of the tol

today. This is more than just an academic pursu: because
without an appraciation of the factors whi: we shaped
Kildara's present character, steps tab 1 to conserve that
charact: W net = wholly ed 2ctive, or worse, features
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basic to its unique identity may ba unwi ‘ingly destroyed.

1@ protection of buried archaeological evidance prasents
sarious problems for not only is theare the pressure of
redevelopment and the high value of urban properties with
which +to «contend, but +the sites themselvas are often
difficult to dafine or evaluate? +their full archaeological
potential may only become apparent whan an excavation is
undertaken in advance of development or by observations made
while development is in progress. It is crucial, therefore,
that a concertad effort should be made +to safeguard its
archaeological haritage and that adequate provision is made
for investigation in advance of any redeavelopment. This is
best achieved by maKing the realisation of Kildare's
archaeological potential one of the objectives of its
developmant plan. The objective may then be achieved by
judicious use of planning constraints and by conditior

attached to planning consents.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of the accompahying map (Fig. 1152
delimits the area of archaeological potential within modern
Kildare. This comprizes the suggested walled area of the
medieval town, the area of e aarly aclesiastical
anclosures, an extansion to the wast to include a possible
suburb around thz Carmelits friary, and an extension +to tr
south to include the Francizcan fr ary. On the east side of

ye town the shadeéed area has bean externded to 1iclude the
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K ILKEA

ilKea is a tounland in south county Kildar , 5 Klm
north-uest of Castledermot and 8 Klm south-east of Athy,
which is drained by the river Greese, a +tributary of the
Barrouw. Ronan ¢1941a, 49, n. 133> explains Kilkea as a
cerruption of Cill Caolide, “the church of Caoide™.
Alternately, houwever, Hogan (131@, 179> has suggasted that
the original name wWwas Cell Cai. Whatever the Pracise
gtymology the name indicates that it wWwas tha site of a
pre-l rman church. Nothing is Known of this early
acclasiastical settlement, houwever, and despif the existence
of a handful of prehistoric finds, the earliest evidence for

substantial sattlement occurs in Anglo-MNorman times.

MEDIEVAL KILKEA

Kilkea formed part of the territory of Omurethi (Ui
Muireadaigh?), granted by Strongbow to Walter da Ridelsford
dur ing the early 117@8s (Orpen 1332, 11, 3896-9), Orpen's
(1987, 243 1911-20, i, 286) =zuggestion that the castle built
for de Ridelsford at or near 'Trtsterdermot', uWas in fact
located a* KilkKea has been acceptad by alil authorities., In
particular, the fact that the de Ridalsford fief Was
subsaquently Knowun as the barony of KilKea is strong ewi 1ca

that Kilkea, rather than Castledermot, was the manor: |

centre (Otway-Ruthven 19651, 178-t>. The earliest raference to
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tha borot 1 of Kilkea occurs in 128@ but it i3 likely to have
been in existence from the t jinning of the thirteanth
century (Suee: in 187 36, ii, 37¥9: no. 1881). A raeference to
the provest of KilKea in 1385 shous that the boerough ad a

municipal authority.

There is no clear statement of the number of burgages but
sor approximations can be made from the available
information. In an axtent of 1311 the burgesses and cottiers
of K 2a paid a rent of 13s. 8d. for the King's portion and
18s. 2d. for Sir John iWogan's portion (White 13932, 13, 1€7.
This giv ;: a total of 32s. and represents a half-yaarly
return, indicating a yearly rent of about 64z. Unfortunately
! hav noe way of Knowing how much was the burgasses' rent
and how much ths cottiers. The douwer sssigned to Anastasia,
Wwidow of David ogan, in 1418 included 135. 4d. burgage rents
in Kilkea ¢Tresham 18288, 223f no. lc>. This may be presumed
+o5 be ot -third of 4@s., suggesting a totsl of forty burgages
at that time. The latest raference to the borough occurs in
1422 ¢ ibid.> and itz continued exiszstence beyond tha fifteenth
century is a matter of doubt. DOuring the sisixteenth and
spuenteenth canturies all rafarences are to the castle which
ha bescome an important seat of the earls of Kildara. The
Civil Survey of 1¢ |} mentions only the caztle <(Simington
1952, 1182 but the Cepsuz of 1€ Y r :urns a relatively high

population of 197 thera (Pender 1333, 4t ).

ARCHAEOLDOG ICAL INVENTORY
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1. SITE OF BOROUGH
2. MOTTE

3. | STLE

4. CHURCH

S. OTHER SITES

8. ISCELLANEDOUS

¥. LIST OF STRAY FINOS

t. SITE OF BOROUGH

Mo irthuorks survive to shou the exact site of the
borough but it may be presumed that it was in the immediate
vicinity of the castle. An abandoned road is visible from the

ir, running north-east from the eastern end of the
churchyard towards KilKea bridge where part of it is still in
use. It is perhaps uWorth noting in this regard that tuo
sherds of mediawval pottery uwere picKed up, as surface finds,

clase to the bridge in the field south-uest of the formal

¢ fen.

2. MOTTE

Giraldus Cambrencis records that a castle was constructead
for Waltaer de Ridelsford in 1151 (Scott and | *tin 1373, 1393)
and, as has been outlined above, it can be identified wuwith
tt motte at KilKea., Littie i3 Knoun of its subsequant

h ;tory, hower -, and the next refa2rence to the <castie does

not accur until 1358 when Thomas de Reob )y, Jjusticiar of
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Ireland, d4iad there (Gilbert 1884, 1ii, 3937 Butler ig4z,
1483, The motte formed part of an impartant manor which
passaed to the Llogans in 1395 (Suaetman 1875-86, v, no. 411),
Kilkea was still held by the Wogans in 1435 (Traesham 1828,
2367 no. 313 but nothing is Knoun o¢Ff it during the latar
fifteenth century and by 1525 it belongad to +the wearls of
Kildars (Hamilton [860, 5). The best explanation of +this
transfar is Ellis' (1835, 65-8) theory that south Kildare was
cverrun by the Trish after the destruction of Castledermot
€.1443 and the area did not return to the contrel of +the
Dubl in government until the earl of Kildare mounted a virtual
reconquest of the area in the 148@s. It is probable that,
liKka Castledermot, Kilkea came intc th=a possesszion of the

~1 of Kildare through the act passed by the Irish
parliament in 1483, uwhich granted all the 'yaste land'!
between Calverstown and Leighlinbridge to him (Ellis 1985,

657 Bryan 1933, €6@-13J.

An act unt of 1418 lists a number of buildings on the
manor, previding a visual image of it at this time (Tresham
1828, 222*% no. 1c). These included the Xnight's chamber
¢prot 11y a hall), a buttery, tuwo small chambers in the White
tower Wwith a cellar on the west, the new orchard, a slated
barn on the north, a Kitct 1, a chapel, a prison, a bakehouse
with its ot 1, the new work at +the baKehouse, "lez zatys"
¢7?7zetis, ‘tokers'), the vicar's chamber, the cowhouse uith a
small chamber at the long-stable, and the long-stable itse F.

These details indicate that thaere was & sizeable camplex of

buildings around the castla,
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D¢ :riptiomn (Fig. 116)

Round conical tree-covered mound, broad and relatively
l¢ , surrounded by a ditch and bank. It tapers from a basal
diameter of 43 by 47.5 m to 23.3 by 24.3 m at the summit,
which is enclosed by a low bank, 3.5m uide and g8 <cm high.
The mound ran: ; between 8 and 1@m in height. Most of +the
summit is coverad by a domed mound, 2im in diameter and 3m
h 3 uhich appears to be of modern origin. The enclosing
ditch at the base of the mound is 5.5m wide and 2m in maximum
¢ »th. The ditch is absent on the south. A counterscarp bank
9m wide and Im hish on averase is present on the west and

north-uwest,

3. STONE CASTLE

The exact constructicn date of this castle is unKnouwn but
surviving features and those documanted before the 13943
r storation indicate a fifteenth century date. Its size
indicates that it was intendad to function as a large
mi arial castla and it is liKely that it was constructed by
the grazat irl of Kildare in the years after 1483. The castle
v : for+i .ted after the rebellion of SilKen Thomas and not
t stored to tha Kildares until 1552 {(Morrin 1881, 2E3). It
was garr ynad during the Baltinglass rebellion of 158@
(Hamilton 1867, 266 and uwas occupizd by Confederate forces
in 1645-7 (Mahaffy 1983, 47, 643, 728>, In the Civil Survey
of 16854 the castle uas valued at £120 (Simingtan 137 . 118)

and in 1861 it was the residence of the dowager gountess of
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Kildare (Mahaffy 1905, 2869). After 1668, howewar, the castle
Wwas leazed to tenants (FitzGerald 1836-8c, 19-20). In 1849
the castla was heavily restored by the then duxea of Leinster
and became a residence for the Kildares once again, remaining

in their hands until 1960. Its most famous occcupant was the

antiquary Lord Walter FitzGerald who lived here from 1883

until 1923.

Daescription (Figs. 117-23>

The castle is =situated on Ffairly level around on the
right bank of the river Gresse, about 100m south-east of the
motte. It appears to be built on slightly higher around than
tl motte, but this may be due to a build-up of ground level
Wwithin the castle complex. The masonry consists of uncoursed
limestone with roughly dressad quoins. Most of the cut stone
in the doors and jambs was inserted in the 1843 restoration.
The in* ‘+ior has also been extensively altered but plans of
+he castle predating this survive, allowing the pre-1843
appearance of the castle to ba reconstructed in the following
description and accampahy ing plans. It is a composite
structure, consisting of three main elements: (1) a Keep at
the south-west corner; (2) a gatehouse on the north; (3> a
cantral! range of tws +flosrs running east-uest interposed
betueen the Keep and the gatehouse. The prasence of an
or- inal angla loop in the MNW touwar, similar to ones in
White's Castle, Athy, and Kildare Castla, suggests that <this
caztle was built at tha time of the taKeover of Kily 3 by

Gearaoid Mor, earl of Kildare, in the late 15th century.
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T wall a s5f aiyad doorway led to the cantral range. At sacond
floor lavel there was a splayed laop facing NW and a parallel
zidad door in the S wall, while the main chamber to the E had
& ractangular racess in the M wall! and a parallel-sided
Window in tt E wall. An extarnal string course, supporting
the battlemants uas presant abave this floor. The third floor
consists of a rounded MNW angle tower which contained a stair

com nicating with MJ touwer by a parallal sided doorway in L

wall.

t wtraz Range

A rectangular range of buildings meaasuring 2Bm by 9S.5m
axtearnally. Originally it had twe floors but a +third floor
was added in 18489. The walls avaraae 1.?5m thick, and are
battered at the east, morth-west and west sides. The range
had & circular touwer at its SE ansle, a projecting turret at

its W yd, and a rectangular tower at the Nd.

Tha ground floor is divided into three chambers, one
cantr ly placed immediately 5 of the entrance passage, and
larger chambers to E and W. E of the E chamber a narrou
passaga running tha width of the range led into the SE towar’
it had a splayed, round headed loop in the N wall, and a
paral. ! sided dosrway in the W wall led into the E chamber .
The E chamber, measuring &.4m by Bm, Was dividad into tWo
barrell-vaulted sactions running E-l, the wvaults being
supportad on a central pillar. The S wall had & large splaved

rectangn ir Windouw’; a2 large poin- relieving arch around the
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embrasure is visible axternally. The W wall had a parallel
sided doorway leading to the central chamber. The N wall had
a large seamantally arched fireplaca, ¢.4m wida, 2m high and
1.9m deep, with a large chimney projecting externally rising
above roof laval, The central chamber, measuring 4.5m by Bm,
Was barrell vaulted; the N wall had a large opaning onto the
entrance passage. The S wall had a large splayad rectangular
windouw Wwith pointed relieving arch externally. The W wall may
have been added uwuhen the stair tower aon the § was inserted.
The W chamber, measuring 1@ by 6m, was divided into two
barrel-vaulted sections running E-W, the vaults being
sufpported on a central pillar. This arrangement may date.,
however , to the period of the insertion of the stair touer,
when much of the S wall would have been removed. The chamber
is bounded on the S by N walls of stair touwer and Keep, which
were not aligned, and a dooruway between them led into the
Kaap. The W wall had a small, splayed rectangular uwindouw and
a segmentally arched doorway. The N wall had a dooruay

leading to the gatehouse and N touwer.

On the first floor, the E chamber, measuring 18.9 by Em,
had very tall splayed pointed windowus in the £E and N wualls
(both blocked? and two in the S wall. An opening ih the SE
angle led into the SE touer, and a parallel sided doorway, in
the W wall, led into the c¢antral chamber. This chamber,
measuring 7.7 by Bm, had a doorwuway opening into the gatehouse
in the N wall, and in the S wall, & splaved pointed dooruway,

probably originally a uWindow, which served during the

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as the main entrance to

—“
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the castle; W of this was an opening to the stair touer.,
containing the principal stairs. W wall, uith parallel sided
dooruay opaning onto W chamber, clesarly dated to period of
insertion of stair touer, and continued inside 1ilne of E wall
of Keep as far as N wall of central range. The W chamber,
meazur ing 5.75 by &m, had fireplace in N uwall, and a large
splaved rectangular window?! and an opening into the W touer
in the W wall. The S wall is a racent addition, possibly

contemporary wWwith E wall.

Originally most of the central range stood only to first
floor level, and was surmounted by a parapet above a string
course with stepped battlements on the S side. At the E end,
immediately M of the SE touwer a section of the central range

2.8m wide was raised to third floor level., At the W end the

ranga was also raised to third floor level? when the stair

tower was inserted on the S, its W wall, on the line of the E

wall of the Keep, uWas continued to the N wall of the central

range, thus creating a N-S range, consisting of the Keep and

the W chamber of the central range, at second and third floor

levels. On the second floor. the W chamber, measuring 6.6 by

5.2m, had a fireplace in tha N wall =and a large splayed

rectangular Windou in the W wall? a recent partition wall

saparated it from the K=zep. On +ths third Floor, tha W

chamber , measuring 6.6 by 8.25m, incorporated the N end of

the Kz +, and h: a small rectangular window in the W wall

and a parallel sided doorway opening off the stair tower in

the E wall. At the E =nd of the central range at third floor

leval were tuos small conjoined chambars c.l.Sm wide, having
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barrell vaults with wicker centaring. Each «=hamber had a
splayved loop in the E wall! the N chamber opened onto the
uall walk in the M wall, while the S chambar had openings

into the SE tower in the S wall and onto the roof in the W

wall,

South-east Touer

Three-quarter round touWer with base batter, and an
external diametar of 5.5m. The intarnal diameter is 1.9m at
garound floor, but increases to 2.8 at Ffirst Floor level.
Internal spiral staircase rising to third floor. Each floor
had tuwo splayed rectangular loops facing SE and SW, although
first floor also had a loop facing MNE. The touer was raised,
and stepped battlements added, in 1349, Section of a basament
passage and two rooms are beneath the levyel of the touer on

the east, but these represent a modern addition.

West Turret

Rectangular projecting turret of four floors,
approximately 4.5m wide. External base batter. Above second
floor level it becomes a round bartizan-like turret supported
on corbels. The ground floor uwas solid arpart From a =mall
chamber ¢(7?garderobel, enterad throush a flat headed dooruway
in W wall. First floor chamber entered through an opening in
W wall of central range had a splayed, round-headed loop in W
wall and splayaed ractangular loap in N wall. Betueen Ffirst

and second floors was an angle loop in NW angle. Second floor
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chambar enterad through E wall via a passage leading from NW
touwer;? splaved rectanmgular loop in W wall. Third floor
Zhamber roundad, possibly an addition, and enterad throush E

wal via a pascsage leading from Mkl tower. It has one splayad

ractangular loap facing SW.

Morth-waest Touwer

Rectangular taouwer, 7. 4 by 4.79m axternally, built in the
angle beatweaen the W turrat of the gatehouse and tha N wall of
central range. The walls awerage 2.2%m in thickKness at ground
leval Wwith an :ternal batter. The ground Ffloor chamber,
measuring approximataly 3.8 by 2.4dm, ®as entered from the

gatakousze via a parallel sided opaning in E wall? W and N

Wwalls had csplayad loopz? barrell waulted. First flaoor
chamber, 4.25 by 3.3m, entared by dooruway in E wall? N uzll
had large splayved rectangular window? S wuwall had two
rectangul ar recesses’ W wall had a rectangular and a
trapezoidal recess and an opaning leading vis stairs to a
garderobe in adjacent gardarobe tower. Second floor chamber,
4.5 by 3.3m, enterad by door in E wall; N wall had large
splayed ractangular uwindow? S wxll had rectangular recess; W
wall ha dooruay leading via pural passage to W touwer, Third
floor chamber, antered by door in E wall: N and W wuwalls had
splayved, round headed lgops. The battlements wuwera added in
1242. A gardarobe touwsr existed in the angle betu=en the NI
tower and the W tower and was removed in 1843. It was
apparantly an addition, bacause it blocKad a window in the N

touer at ground lawel.
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In the 1849 drawings the W and N touers had no parapet

but had roof with hipi 1 gables.

'"Temmptation Stone'. 15th cant. (Fig. l24).

Re-used quoin on S wall of the modern rectangular +touwer to
the E of the central range. It depicts a man with curled
hair, moustache and beard being attacked by an ithyphallic
quadruped which is biting his hindquarters, a bird uhich
peckKs at his breast and an ithyphallic man with wolf's head

uho grasps him around +the waist. The man appears to be

citting on the Wolf man's Knees.

FitrGarald 1396-8a, 277 Anderson 1971-68, 243-50:; Harbigon.,

1av7-8.

Console With monkKey carvihg.

A reassembled machicolation on the wall of central range
close to the SE towar has one console decorated in relief
Wwith a monKey. Tha animal wears a chain around the neck, the
arms and legs are carved as if it were gripping the stone by

the haile and toss and tha face has a long pointed urinkled

chin.
Dims $ H.c.50cms W. c, 3B8cms

FitzGerald 1896-8a, 287 Synnot 1373, 29-31

Stone Table. 1533 (Fig. 127).
Originally from Maynooth, in the formal garden SW of the
castle. Ractangular with chamfered cornars and is supportad

on four cornar supports and one cantral support., The legs

-
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are decorated with Renaissanca motifs in false relief
including, swags, garlands, foliage, facemaskKs and figures
carrying bouls of fruit or sgarlandaed shields with thea
FitzGerald arms. An inscription on +the apron below the
bevalled rim of tha tabla is in ratief 'GERALOVS COMES
KILDARIE FILIVS GERALDOI A DB MCCCCCKXKIII S1 DIEY PLET
CRCOMABO'. Betwaen the words of the inscription there are
stops in the form of saltire shields.

Dims® H.94 U.147 by 121

FitzGerald 1887-Sb, 384.

Missing Mantlepiece.

The whereabauts of three stones of a decorated mantlepiece is
unknoun. One stone had a monKey and an inscription 'S1 DIV
PLET CROMABD 1573, another had the arms of FitzGerald, a
cross saltire, and the third had an eagle displayed.

Fitzgerald 18386-8a, 13-14

Monuments collected by Lord Walter Fitzgerald. (Figs. 125-52

Theaese are gathered together in a modern arcaded area,
south-uest of the castle, above the formal garden. These
include a seventeenth century cross froem Narraghbeg (Omurethi
1899-1802, 4780-4), the shaft of a seventeanth century cross
from Cross Morris (FitzGerald 18391-5b, 235@-1»2; a sixteenth
century inscribed stone froem fighanure <(Fitzgerald 1997 -9a.,
1p@-12F a sixteenth century mantlepiacer a saventeanth
century FitzGerald heraldic shields a fragment of seventeenth
cantury figure sculpture; four Wwindow mullions? and four

quernstones.
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4. CHURCH

The church of Kilkea iz first referred to in a list of
the deaneries of Oublin, dating to c.1279-80 (Gilbert 1897,
145> but it is likely from the placename evidence that 1this
is tha succesor of a pre-Norman church. Little is Knoun of
its history in the Middle Ages. I+ is listed 1in the
ecclasiastical taxation of [302-E (Sweetman 1375-86, v, P«
243> and Thomas Pouwer, vicar of Kilkea is referred to in 1435
¢ Trasham 1828, 2%6! no. 31). By the close of the Middle Ageas
the church of KilkKea belonged to the nunnery of Graney but
the date at which it became part of their possessions Iis
unknoun (lWhite 1941, 2877 White 1943, 124-5)., After +the
Dissolution it was granted to the Lord Deputy, Sir Anthony
St. Leger (Morrin 1861, 184). The Royal wvisitation of Oublin

diocese in 1615 noted that the church and chancel werea in

good repair (Ronan 1941a, 49) but by 163@ they were ruinous

¢tRonan 1941b, 93).

Description (Figs. 128-39)

The building consists of a nave and chancel, with two
chapels, ona to the W of the nave (FitzGerald mortuary
chapel) the other on the N side of the chancel. The mason:ry.,

jrcluding dressed stones iz roughly coursed limestone.

The CHAMCEL measures 9.3 by 4.5m internally. The E wall
ztands to a height of 35.5m and has a triple 1light splayed

round heac | window with flat lintelled rear arch. The

limestone Jjambs and mullions are tocled and chamferad




e@xtarnally, but the mullions are modern. It has a rectangular
hood moulding and the rear arch 1is flat 1lintalled. The
axternal NE corner has dressed quoins. The N wall stands to a
height of 3m at the E end but is only E®cm high at the W aend.
A parallel -sided dooruav and an angled squint communicate
With the chapel to the N. At the E end of the wall, E of the
N chapel, is a single 1ight splayed round h2aded window uith
flat lintelled rear arch and tooled chamfered jambs with a
rectangular hood moulding. The S. wall is almoszt entirely
missina except at the W end where is is B6@0cm high. At the W
end iz a wall footing facing into the nave, which is probably

modern.

The NAVE measuras 13,15 by 7.25 internally. The S and ™
walls stand to a maximum height of 1m and in many places
1ittle more than the foundations survive. Both walls had a
door near the W end? both doors had finely drassed chamfered
limestona Jjambs wWwith triangular stops. The Jambs of the N
door are displaced. Neither door has an arch but dressed
stones lying nearby suggest that they had round arches. The W
wall rises to 6.5m at the N end and it had a multi-light

windouw but only the N splay surwvives.

FitzGerald mortuary chapel (Fia. 129).

This is a saventaenth century structure built against the
W wall of the nave. It measures S by 3.Im internally and is
puilt of uncoursed rubble limestone masonry. Tha foaturelaess
s wall stands tc a height of 1m internally although it is

| lavel with ground axternally. The gabled W wall standzs to a




height of 6m. Thera is a door in the centre of the wall wWwith
a four-pointed arch and flat intelled rear arch. The Jambs

of the door are toolad and chamfaraed, the toollng differing

from stone to stone, and the chamfers hava triangular stops.

fibove the door there iz a rectangular splayed wuwindow with
chamfered jambs and flat rear arch. Thae N wall

is represanted

by footings c.20cms high.

North Chapel

Built onto N wall of chancel and NE angle of the nava. It
measures 6,8 by 3.7m intarnally and is built of roughly
coursed | imestone masonry, The E wall stands to a height of
Sm. It has a twin-l1ight splayed round headad window with
tosled, chamfered jambs and mullions with triangular stops at
and of the chamfers? the mullions, however, are modern. 1t
has a flat-lintelled rear arch and a rectangular hood
moulding with angled terminals. The W wall stands to a height
sf 2.2m. It has a pointed parallel sided doorway Wwith tooled
chamfered jambs and triangular stops at end of chamfers. Tha
rear arch is missing. The N uwall ztands to a height of 2m. 1t
is broken down at the E end and has one rectangular recess at
ground level and tuwo single light round headed wWindouws with
tooled chamfered jambs. The head of the E window is missing
and the windouws were probably splayed internally but only
axternal wall face survives. The uwindous wuere re-arected in
1892.

FitzGerald 1899-1982b, 242-7
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Architectural Fragments

Lving around the gravevard and ins ide tha church,
particulariy near the doors, are a larga number of windou
mullions, jambs, window heads and arch stones. They are all

limastona and would appeaar to ba 1Bth century in date.

Monuments

Font. Possibly pre-1200.
Large undecorated circular granite basin lvying upside dokn on
pathuay on S side of church,., It has a side drainage hole.

Dims®: H.49 Diam. B8

Font. 16th cent. (Fig. 130).
Octagonal undecorated limestone font in the nave of the
church. Crudely carved, The basin is straight sided and
shallow and it has a side drainage hole.
Dims: H.E0 Diam. BE

Depth of basin 18 Diam. 3@

FitzGerald 1899-1302b, 2414,

William Fitzgerald. I823.

In Fitzgerald Mortuary Chapel. Limestone. It consists of
a cross slab resting on a side and e&nd pan&l upon a plinth.
The side panel is broKen and one section is 1lving on the
ground. The decoration is in low false relief.
Table: Banded fleur-de-lys cross on steps with IHS in centra
af the transom and a band with initials WFG and IK. Thera is

a &Sun and moon wWith face above the cCross. Marginal
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inseription in Roman capitals:?

HIER LIETH WILLIAME, FITZGERALD AND HI1S FIRST WIFE 10AN
KEITING AND HIS SECOnD WIFE CI1SLLE GEIDON: 1VANE/ OIE

THE 21 DAY OF FEBRVARI IN THE YEAR OF OVR GOD 1623.

The table is chamfered to fit the side and end panels.

Oims: L.I1SS W.7?6 T.14 cm

Side panel: Decorated with the symbols of the Passion within

round arcadaes.

Dimst: L., 153 H. 56 T. 16

End panal! A crucifixion.
Oims* H.55 W.84 T.l12

FitzGerald 1899-1382b.

Fitzgerald wall plaque. c.1823 (Fig. 123).

Mural limestone plaque sat ints the E side of the W wall of
the nave. Probably above the FitzGerald table tomb originally
but removed when wall cocllapsed. It iz nowu cracKed in  tuo.

Roman lettered inscription in louw false relief

VIVO EGO Ia MORIOR MIRARIS WERBVLA LECTOR/ 1IN TERRis
Mor lor VITA SECVNDA POLO EST/ V1TA NIHILL PR1A EST ET
MIHI POPA SECVNDA/ Y1TA PRIOR 0QOLVS EST VITA SECVINGDA
DECYS/ ECCE GERALDINO FVERA COIVNCTA GVLIELMO/ ECCE
KEATINGA P10 1VMCTA 10ANNA VIRO/ CAECILIAE CONIVX CLARA
DE STIRPE GEL1DON/ IVNCTVYS ERAT GV1 TRES COMDIMVR HOC

TVMYLO.







-283-

F :zGarald 1899-1902b, 248-1

Cross-slab. 17th cent.

Lying on the ground at the E end of the church is a lime: »>ne
slab decorated in low false rselief with a fleur-de-1ys cross.
The stem of the cross is incised but the base iz missing. The
head of the cross is surrounded by four segemented circles

and there is a cross crosslet in tt upper right corner.

Oims! L.158 W. 57 T.l2

FitzGerald 1899-1902b, 243.

Mizssing monuments

Three heraldic shields dated 1573 with the arms of Brouwne and

Fitzgerald and a monKeyY pana2l are missing (Synnot 1973, 31)

5. OTHER SITES

Mill.

In 1621, the earl of KilKea hald a watermill as part of
hics manor of KilKea ¢(Ir, Rec. Comm. 1826, Co. Kildare, Jac 1!
no. 4@). Thisz was presur 1y the corn mill notaed in the Civil

survay of 15854 (Simington 13852, 118). According to FitzGerald

¢ 1896-8a, 257, the Manor or BlacK Mill! was removed c.13829.

6. LIST OF STRAY FIMNDOS

1. Bronze flat axehesad of Ballywvalley tvpe. Found in river

Greese at KilkKea, 1846, NMI 1945: 294. Harbison 1369a, 37:
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Gaaroid 3t , but avaen this enterprisae does not appear to have
rejuvensted the old borough., The subsaquent story of Kilkea
in largaly the story of the castle and only excavation will
determine whether any settlemant was associated with it or

net in post-mediov: times.

The castle is in excellent conditien and functiens as a
hot21l, while tha motte is pressrved in the grounds. The only
euidence for interference with the archaesological deposits is
the landscapir of the gardens. Elsewhere, houwever, it is
liKely that archaeological lavers survive below ground, and
house foundations, pits and debris scatters may be
anticipated. Accordingly there is the potential +to discover
the extent of the mediaval settlement, and the nature of its

houses and streets.

In summary, the archaeological data indicates that the
borough, which begsan as a settlement during the Early
Christian pariod, uas occupied throughout the Middle Ages.
Documentary records of the site are few and in the future
archaeological excawvation is liKely to be the principal means
by which additional Knowledge can be obtained. It iz unliKely
that the site will come under pressure from development but
extens ions to the heotel, or similar builing wWworkKs, should be

preceeded by archaeological investigation.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The st led portion of the accompanying map (Fig. 1332

dalimitz the area of archaeological potential within Kilkaa.
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Thiz is based aon an estimats of the likely location of tha
borough, The location ¢ the watermill is shown near Kilkea
bridge, and this is an ars also wuorthy of itnvestigation.
Bacause aof the lack of information at present on the precise

extant of the barough it is suggastad that all works within

the shaded area ba monitored.




-2 -




-292 -

K ILL

Kill is a small wvillage, some 6.5 Klm north-east of MNaas.
Tha main Dublin-Naas road by-passes the wvillage wuwhich is
located on relatively louw-1ying ground at the uestern fringe
of the WicKlow mountains. The small Kill river, wuwhich Joins
the Painestoun river, a tributary of the Liffey, flouws

through it. The name is derived from Cell, 'a church'.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The original dedication of the church comme rated in the
placename was to St. Brigid (0.5. Letters, Co. Kildare i, B3’
ii, 154>. O0'Donovan (1886@. 223), Camerford (1885, 172> and
Radner (1878, 167, 238> have suggested that Kill was tt
burial place of Cearbhall, the arly tenth century King of
Leinster, and eight of his predecessors wuhich is referred to
az Cill Mais and Cill Caorbain in the early sourcas. It is
clear, houwever, that the pre-Norman church of Kill Wwas
dedicated to St. Brigid and it should not be identified with

cill Nais or Cill Corbain, which was at MNaas itself.

Kill formed part of “tha cantrad of OFffelan hearest to
Dublin™ which uwas grantad by Strongbouw to Adam de Hereford in
the sub-infeudation of Leinstar (Orpen 1811-28, i, 378-38J.
Adam granted it tao his brother John, who Was in turn
succeeded by his son Thomas (Gilbert 1889, 182-4). Chaters f

thic Thomas de Heraford provide szome information on Kill in

4__
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tha ¢ -ly thirteenth «century. One charter, in which he
granted the church of Kill to St. Thomas' Abbay, Dublin.
demonstrates that the abbey had a court and grange there, and
he himself a demense, in the vyears betuaen 1215 and 1222
(tGilbert 1883, 80-1: FitzGerald 1 .5-17, a22v. In other
charters, which pred: : Thomas' death be re 1224 he granted
a house and messuage in his vill of Kill (Gilbert 18389, 232-3,
3637 Brooks 195@, 182 n.12)., The latter charters ara
withnezzed by William, the provost of Kill. He may have been
provost of the boroush but in the absance of other thirtzenth
century awvidence for the borough it is equally posible that
he was provost of the manor, as wasz John FitzRobert in 1293

¢ Susetman 1875-86., iv, p. 53 no. 136).

On the death of Thomas de Hereford, Kill passed +to Milo
de Rochford, huszband of Thomas' daughter Elianora (Gilbert
1889, 183-4: Otway-Ruthuven 1561, 167-8) and it remained in de
Rochford hands until +the mid-fourteanth century (Sueetman
1875-86, ii, no. 19637 iv, no. 2597 35 ROKPRI, &7; 43 ROKPRI,
36, 477 47 ROKPRI, S2). Its subsaquent history is unclear but
it seems that the manor passaed to St. Thomas' Abbey which
already had substantial holdings there. in 1338 Eglentina,
widow of William de Rochford, granted to the Hospital of St.
John of Jerusalam all the lands, rents, etc., which she held
as dower in Celbridge and Kill (McNeill 1332, 37). In 1343-4
an inquisition found that Edmund ds Rochford and Richard
Badowe held two Fparts of the manor of Kill, which was
subsequently acquired by MNicholas, abbot of St. Thomas' rfbbey

¢(Trasham 1828, 43% no. 72! 47: no, 1377 43%: no. 7@). The
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abbot subsequently enfeoffad Will iam Sampford of the manor,

Who in turn ar :offed John Gernocun, and it would appear that

this indicates tha date that the manor was acquired by St.

Thomas * fibbey. It remained in their hands until the

Diszsolution ¢White 1943, 39>,

In 1341 the manor was leased to Thomas Alen (7 RDKPRI,
SEf no. 245! in 1546 it was granted to Robert St. Leger (7
RDKPR1, 79! no. 465> and by him to consortium who {in turn
granted it to Richard Aylmer in 1551 (Morrin 1861, 119, ez,
164, 240; 8 RDKPRI, 1@8: no. 745>, In 1581 it was noted +that
"a great part of Kill" was saved from attack by the rebel
Vizcount Baltinglass by Mr. T. Lee (Hamiltoen 1867, 322>. Kill
Wwas eald by another consortium, including Thomas, Gerald,
Richard and John Aylmer, in 1629 <(Ir Rec Comm 1826, Co.
Kildaref Jac I, no. 41). The first evidence for the existence
of a borough at Kill occurs in 1688 whéen the borough of Kill
was included in a 1list of boroughs and towns in  County
Kildare (Russell and Prendergast 1874, 3577), and Richard
Doul in was named as provost of the town of Kill (Brewer and
Bullen 1873, 24). These references are somewhat enigmatic in
viasw of the absence of any other evidence for the existence
of a2 borough at Kill and it is not Known when this borough
was first established. On his death in 1629, Thomas Hamlin
held a castle, six messuages and 12@ acres in the wvill of
Kill from tha earl of Kildare <(Ir. Rec. Comm. 1826, Co.
Kildare, Car If no, 78». The «census aof 1639 recorded a

population aof 92 at Kill ¢(Pender 1939, 482).
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ARCHAEDOLOG ICAL INVENTORY

1. SITE OF BOROUGH

2. THE MOTTE

3. PARISH CHURCH OF SS. MARY & BF 510
4. GRAMNGE OF ST. THOMAS' ABBEY

S. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. SITE CF BOROUGH

1t is difficult to Know whether the present wvillage of
Kill occupies the site of the medieval settlement or not,
because the only indicators of its position are the motte and
the old parish church. The present Main Street, houever,
almost certainly preserves the street plan of the seventeenth
cantury boroush, The straet runs fraom north-east to
south-west and curves =lightly around the old church,

passibly reflecting the line of an Early Christian enclosure.

2. THE MOTTE (Fig. 134>

This was presumably erected by the de Herefords in the
1ate tuelfth or early thirteenth centuries but no
contemporary references survive. In the extent of 1542 it is
referrad to as "a small mountain surrouynded by a dry ditch,
on which the capital messuage of the manor was situated, and
where the Court Baron i3z 3till held, when the turn for it

comes™ ¢(lWhite 1343, 39>,

4____----IllllIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIlIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII#
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Description

Situsated SE of the willage, it consists of a tree covered
mound, enclosed by a ditch with slight counterscarp bankK, and

a bailey on the NW. The Kill river flows through the ditch on

the SW.

The motte is a round conical mound 12m high which affords
extensiva views on all sides axcapt +the E wuwhere it is
overlooKed by Kill Hill. 1t tapers from its basal dimensions
of S9m (N-S) by 45m (E-W) to the summit, which measures 2lm
(N-S2 by 28m (E-W>, and contains a deep depression. The
axtarnal ditch is 8.5m wida and has a depth of 3m below the

top of the counterscarp bank.

The sub-rectangular bailey measuraesz 5S7m (E-W> by 29m
(N-S), and is enclosa2d by a bankK and ditch. It declines in
cslopa from E to W, and is enclosed by a bankK on the NW, N and
MNE, which averages 1.5m in height and 2m in width. On the HNW
and M there is a drop of about 3m to a stream uhich runs into

the river, while on the NE there is a drop of about 2m to a

triangular platform.

Thera is 3 small conical mound, 4.5m in diameter,

immediat=ely S5 of the motte.

3. PARISH CHURCH OF SS. MARY & BF 510D

Placename evidence suggests the presence of a pre-Norman

acc ¢ stical site at Kill. The recorded dedication of the
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church to 5S. Mary and Brigid, in tt early thirteenth
century (Gilbert 1583, 80-1>, +together with the tradition
recordaed in the ninheteenth century <0.5. Letters, Co.
Kildare, i, 652 ii, 154) indicates that Kill was originally
Cit1l Brighda. From +this it may be deduced that tha
Angla-Mormans tooK over a pre-existing church of St. Brigid

and addad tha dedication to St. Mary C(Fitz( :+ald 1915-17).

The church of Kill had been granted to St. Thomas' Abbey,

Dublin, by 1282, when the papal legata, John of Salerno.,
confirmed the grant (Gilbert 1883, 2a24>. The church was
evidently one of s 1w importance. A grant of =arly thirteenth

century date was witnessed by Duliano and LWalter, both

i chaplains of Kill (Gilbert 1883, 943, while another early
thirteenth century grant noted that the chapel of the vill of
William de Hyrais belonged to +the mother church of Kill
(Gilbert 13383, 98)>. After a dispute over this chapel in
1224-5, the canons of St. Thomas' Abbey agreed to grant it to
Robert the Cler ic for his life but reserved the baptism of
infants, burial, the attendance of parishioners and the
payment of dues on tha four solemn feastz of the year, to the

mether church aof Kill <(Gilbert 1883, 335-57 Sheehy 1362,

244) .

Nothing iz Khown of the history of this church in the
ter Middle Ages, but it clearly remainad impropriate to 5t.
Thomas ' Abbey, and the vicarage waz listed in the abbey's

axtent in 1542 (White 1843, 1. The church continuad to

function after the Dissolution. v 1537 William Coe was

L~
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presented to tha parpatual vicarage of the parish church of

Kill fMerrin 1362, 432), and John Lightbond was presented in

1523 (Morrin 18B3, 441).

Bescr iption

The chureh is located on the south side ¢f Main Street.
It is a structurae of nineteenth cantury date and has a
rectangular graveyard on the S. T only hint of a pre-Nerman

foundation is the slight curve in the streest, NWJ and W of the

church, which may preserve the line of a former enclosure.

Font. ?16th cant. (Fig. 135).
Square limestone font with straight sided basin outside the N
door of the church. Roughly tooled interior with & central

drainage hole. The adges are damaged.

Dims® H. 339 W. 51 by 51 cm

Basin. Diam. 42 Depth 27 cm

4. GRAMNGE OF ST. THOMAS' ABBEY

Evuen before they acquired the uwhole manor of Kill, St.
Thomas ' Abbey held axtensive holdings thare. A chartaer of
1215-23 refers to the court in which the grange was situated
¢(Gilbert 1889, 88-1>, while anothar charter of (206-23 noted
+hat the abbey held a drange, a croft, & garden and a
haggard, and indicates that thase ware located in or n=aar
'Bal ikaerdeval' (ZKerdiffztoun? (Gi. :irt 1883, 2393-3).

Further reference to the grangse of Kill occurs in 1233 when

B ——
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William de Vesci, lord of Kildars, prevented the abbot of St.
Themas' from ploughing and sowing his land, 1d distralned
the abbot of livesto: , corn, hay, etc., some of uhich he

itsined in the abbot's grange in the manor of Kill and more

in gardens within Kill (Su=etman 1375-86, iv, no. 186).

5. MISCELLANEOUS

Castle.

An inquisition of the holdings < Themas Hamlin who died in
1629 noted that he held a castle in Kill from the earl of
Kildare (Ir. Rec. Comm. 18326, Kildare, Car. It 78> but no
further references to this castle, presumably a lan madieval

towar house, are Knoun.

Encloszura.

an embanhked oval enclosure is shown by the 2.5. E of the
motte, in the same field. The Ffield is marshy and the
monument is almost unnoticeable. It is a low platform, 20cm

high, enclesing an area 357m (N-Z) by 32m (E-W>.

Enclosure.

SE of the owval enclosure abowe, in the same field, a
sami-circular enclosure is also shown by the 0.S5. This is not
visible at present and thes ground slopes naturally away to
the S and W. Tha siting would houwever be suitable for a

ringfort which may have been ploughed ocut.

§. L1ST OF STRAY FINDS
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1-2. Tuo sherds of 13714th century pottery uware picked up hy

Survay ztaf§ in 3 cutting opposite the Parschia! House.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Kill is a good example of a shrunken borough, The
Place-name evidance suggests 1at it was the site of a church
in pre-Norman times and it was probably this feature which
attracted the Anglo-MNormans here in the late tuwelfth century,
Evidence for the existence of the boroush in medieval times
is slight byt it wWas cCclearly 1in existence during the
seventeenth century. Little is Known of @ size or extent of
the medieval settlement but it likely that the present street
pattern der ives from the seventeenth century and it is
probable that archaeological evidence of seventeenth century
date will be more common than that relating +to earlier
periods. The slight curve in Main Street may Ppreserve the
l1ine of an early ecclesiastical enclosure, however, and the

poszibility of discovering Early Historic evidence should not

be overlooKed.

K- ! 1s now essentially a dormitory touwn for Dublin and
jts atrchaeological heritage is likely to come undar
continuing threat from the dewelopment of housing estates.
The astate immadiately south of +the old churchyard, for
instance, has almost certainly removed archaeological

deposits and probably destroyed part of the Early Christian

anclcsura. The construction of the Naas road may also have
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removed portion of the settlements archasological deposits at

tha north-east corner. Daposits probably survive over much of

the rast of tha site, howevar, and in common with other
borough sitas it is to be expected that archaeological
remains surwvive below ground, particularly in the form of
house foundations, pits and debris scatters. Accordingly
there is tha potential to discouvar the extent of the mediaval

settlament, and the nature of its housas and streets, and

thase of its seventeenth century successor.

In summary, the archaeslogical data indicates +that the
borough, which bagan as a sattlement during the Early
Christian period, was occcupied throushout the Middle fges.
Documentary records of the site are feu and in the future
archaeological axcavation is likely to be the principal Mmeans
by uhich additional Knouwledge can ba obtained. The boroush
will come under pressure from housing development in the near
future because of its proximity to Dublin. It is important,
thaen, that any future davelopmant should be monitored

otheruise archagological information is liable to be lost

needlessly.

area of archacological Potential

The shaded portion of the accompany ing map (Fig. 1369

delimits the area of archaeological potantial within Kill.

This is based a2ssantially on tha area formed by the Knoun

monuments . togethar With the ares of the saventeenth century

Main Straet. Bacause there is a lackK of information at

__——
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Prasant on the pracise axtent of the boroush it is suggested

that all worKs within the shaded area ba monitored.
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LEIXLIP

Leixlip is situated in the extrame north-¢ ;t corner of
county Kildare, at the junction of the river Liffay with its
tributary, the Rye water. The main Dublin-Galway road runs
through the +towun. The name derives from the 0Ol2 Norse
Lax-hlaup, "salmon leap”, the name of a wuwaterfall on the
Liffey, Jjust above +the town, which existed wuntil the
construction of a hvdro-electric pouer station s50me yvears
ago. Madiaval documents generally refer to Laixlip as Saltus
Salmonum but 'le Lexlep' occurs at least as early as

1339-1408 (Tresham 1833, 155f na. Bl).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The existence of a Scandinavian placename may indicate
ViKing zettlement at Leixlip. O0'Donovan (AFM sub anno 915,
note a) felt that the neighbouring tounland of Confey, Just
north of Leixlip, was the site of the longphort of
cazannfuait, established by Sitric in 915, and the scene of a
battle batueen the ViKings and the Laigin in the safne  year.
Hagan (1919, 226>, hourver, placed Ceannfuait near St.

1lins in county Carlou. In the late tuelfth and early
thirteenth centuries Leixlip was also Khoun by tha nama
'Ernia' or 'Hay ie', most liKely a derivation of An Urnaidhe
vpha oratory" (0.S. Letters, Co. Kildar . ii, 137), per ips

jicating a pre-Norman ecclesiastical site. Apart from ‘esa
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Potantial indicators of activity, the earliest dafinite

evidence for settlement at Leixlip occr s in the late tuelfth

cantury,

Giraldus Cambrensis racords that +t! cantred of Ul
Faelain nearast Dublin, in which L ixlip was situated, wWas
aranted by Strongbouw to thes dz Her¢ irds, having been alloted
Praviously to Robert FitzStephen by +the King (Scott and
Martin 1978, 143}. The principal grantee was Adam de Hereford
vho divided his grant with his brothers but he retained
Leixlip in his oun hands (Gilbert 1889, 182; Orpen 1911-a8,
i, 3797 Brooks 1959, 203). Adam had a castle here and
established 2 borough at an early date (Gilbert 1839, 142-3).
He granted the church and a burgag=s uwithin the touwn to 5St.
Thomas ' Abbey, Dublin (Gilbert 12893, 152-3; McMNeill 1949,
36}, and subsequently another burgage to 5t. Mary's Abbey,
Dublin (Gilbert 1884, i, 2362. This burgage was still held by
5t., Mary's Abbzay at the time of the Dissolution (White 1943,
22y, an indication that the borough enjoved a relatively
undisturbed existanca thtraughout the Middle Ages, despite
being burnad and looted by Edward Bruce's army in 1317
(Gilbart 1324, ii, 239). John Cat and Richard Hellegench,
prowvosts of the borough, are mentionad in 1324 <42 ROKPRI,
51> and 1329-38 (43 RDKPRI, 39-48), wuwhile in 1578 Sir
Nichalas White was granted £18 issuing from thirty-tuo

irgages, and payable to the provest of the town <11 ROKPRI,
2734: no. 185380, A population of 198 wWwas recorded in tha

1653 (Pender 1339, 492).

census of




ARCHAECOLOG ICAL, ENTORY

1. STREETS & STREET PATTERN

2. MARKET PLACE

3. DOMESTIC HOUSES

4. INDUSTRIAL RREAS

5. THE CAS" E

&. ST. MARY'S PARISH CHURCH

7. AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST. CATHERIMNE
. OTHER FEATURES

9., LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. STREETS & STREET PATTERN

The touwh uwas confined to a nharrow strip =« land beuween
the river Liffey on the S, a high ridge on the N and the Rye
Water on the W. Main Street runs EW along the centre of this
strip of ground. The W exit from the toun climbs & hill +to
tha MW while the present Main road to Dublin swings to the S
over the Liffey. The original road continued E along the N
side of the Liffey. Towards the E end of +the Main St. one
road, Captain's Hill, cl nbs the ridge on the N. It is
difficult to Knou the antiquity « this street pattern and it

may be no older than the seventeenth century.

5. MARKET PLACE

This waz almo: certainly located in Main Street.
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3. DO STIC H JISES

The burgage plot ¢ :tern sur ives well on the N and S of
Main St, but no visible ewvidanc for Ppre-1709 houses

survives,

BLACK CASTLE

The earliest evidence for the existence of th: building
is in 1562 wWhen it was granted to William VYernon (11 ROKPRI,
2@t no. 453). In 1578 it was grantd to Nicholas White <11
RDOKPRI, 234: no. 1958). An inquisition of 1621 notas that the
earl of Kil ire held a castle at Leixlip (Ir. Rec. Comm.
1326, Co. Kildare: Jac. 1: 483, and in 1654 the Civil Survey
notes that the 'Black Castle' was on the lands of the airl of
Kildare (Simingtaon 1952, 13). At the baginning of the
twantieth century, it as dascribed as "a residence 56
modarr ied as to be indiztinguishable except to one uell
acquainted with the locality™ (JKAS 3 (18939-1882), 341). Its
location was pointed ocut at the eastern end of the toun uWwhera

it iz marked on the 0.S. map.

Dascription

This four storeyed buil ing has been heavily modernised
snd apart om the act that it is tall and narrouw, it lacks
anmy di: 1estic festures. It measures 7.5 EW and 6. NS and
haz a modern ons storeyed axtension on the S5. The eantrance
door is 8@cm above stre: level and is reached by a short

{ gt of z 3PS yich are built parallel to the front wall of
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mill near the castle anothar mill was probably sited E of the

town and approached alang Mill Lana, at the end of which i5 a

mill stream.

5. THE CASTLE

fidam de Harafaord's grants to St. Thomas ' Rbbay ,
mentioning his castle sf °*Hernie' or ‘'Ernia’, can be dated to
before L1212 (Gilbert 1889, 142-3), This was probably a motte
aracted in the late twelfth century on tha hish ground
overlookKing the junction of the Rye Water with the Liffey., By
the tima of thase grants the caztle had a grange and a chapal

attached ¢ ibid., 143>.

The manor of Leixlip passed from Stephen, HAdam de
Hereford's son, to the Pippard family, probably about 1232 as
Brooks ¢ 1952, 207) suggests. In 13234 Ralrphk Fippard granted
all kis castles and manors in Ireland, including Leixlip, to
his son John ¢(Curtis 18333-43, i, 123). John returned Leixlip
to his father in 1297 (ibid., 3822 and in 1302 Ralph granted
all his manors in Ireland to the King (Sueatman 1873-85, v,
no. 149>, In 1331 John de Grauntsate was given custody of tha
manor and castle of Leixlip for ten vears (43 ROKPRI, €4) but
in 1336 they uers givan to Roeger Ouytlaw, prior aof Kilmainkam
¢ A7 RDOKPR!, 41-2?, and thay wera to be held by +the Hagspital

of St. John of Jerusalam for over a century.

Thare i3 clear evidence for construction WorkK during <the

first half of the fourteenth cantury when the caztls was in
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tha King's hands. In 1393/34 monies wers spent on constructing
a Kitchan in the castle, building a Kiln to burn lime for the
uorkKs on the castle, breaking stone and cutting wuwood (38
ROKFRI, 86, 95). 1n 1323/30 £9 6z. 8d. were spent by Master
Robert Lenginour on repairs to the castle (43 RDKPRI, 39-49).
In 1341-2 Master Robert Lenginour raceived a total of £11 3s.
190d. for carrying out workKs on the castle, and he received

further monies in 1343 (47 RODKPR1, S4, 587 S3 ROKPRI, 3@).

The continuing importance of the castle is evident in
1462 and 1465 when criminals were ordered to surrender
thaemzeluas there (Berry 1914, 197, 267, 285). In 1453 Thomas
Bath, receiver of the manor for the Ordar of St. John of
Jarusalem, was discharged because of negligence (Berry 1910,
205) and Leixlip passad out of the Order's hands betuwaen than
and 147388, when it was grantad to Thomas Daniel, lord of
Rathuire (Morrissay 1333, ?33>. In 14398, Henry V1l granted
Leixlip to Gearoid Mer, 8th =arl of Kildare, on the occasion
of his marriage to Elizabeth St. John but it was forfeited
after the raebellion of SilkKen Thomas in 1336, Subzequently it
was granted to Matthauw King (Morrin 18681, 425, John filen (F.
FitzGarald 1896-2, 3377, and William Yerneon (11 RDKFPRI, 8@:
ao. 453). In 1378 it was granted to Sir Nichalas White and it
remained in his family until the =eighteenth cantury <11

RDKPRI, 234t no. 1553 F. FitzGerald 1836-3, 337-400).

Dascription (Figs. 127-9)

situated on a promontory, SW of the witlage, overlookKing
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the y
zonfluence of the Rye Llater and the Liffey. The castla,

an 2145
amalgam of zeversl building-phasez, is s%ill tived in.

Guinness and Ryan (13971, 211-18> have idantified the pre-1729

arcti z 5 i ;
5 tionz 35 a circular towar in the MW corner. the reca=zzad M

facade with a rectangular hall at the r2ar of tha Facade,
cub-rectangular addition south of the hall and a small

rectangular building at tha south of the complex (Fig.

In our opinicn, however, the_ only sactions of the building

which date to before 17P® ara the MNE toWePr and the

rectangular hall. The east wing iz of mid-eighteanth century

date and furthar additions wers made on the south in mare

recent times ¢(Bance-Jones 1972, 1827.

The three-storied touwer has a battared plinth and thea

walls average 1.2m thick. The internal diameter iz E.Tm.

Modern sazh windouws hawve been inserted on the 5. W and M

sidez and a chimney into the MW wall. Thare ara twa narrou

pindows with internal splay on sither =ida of the eastern

opaning into the house, and a spiral stairs in the angle

patuesan the touar and the front facade.

The wall of the front facade is 1.5m thick. The

5ub—rectangu1ar adcition at the rear of the main hall has

walls ranging in thickness betuween 1 and 1.1m, Thera i3 a

large firaplace in tha S wall of the main hall =and the wall

thicKne=s hera iz 2.4m. f narrou room, Kith itz axiz HN-S

aboua the main hall is called the Chapel. The main staircase

and the polection mouldings of the panelling in tha chapal

may b2 1ate L7th century.
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Chapel of 5t. Patrick

Adam da MHareford's grant +o St. Thomas' Abbey, dated
beforez 1212 (Gilbert 1889, 142), specifically excludes the
chapel af St. Patrick im his castle of Hernia. This continued
to function throushout the Middle Agas. In 1316-11, Eduard II
granted the chantry chapal <(cantaria capetle) of Leixlip
castle to Andreu of Kent (Trezham 1828, 18: no. 185). Hanry
Poulz, ractor of the "chapa! royal in the castle of Lexlype"”
iz raferred to in 14827 (tuwamlow 1904, 124-5) and +this is
Preszumably the "free chapal of Lexlep” granted to Hanry Pgule
in 1485, and to Thomas Darcas in 1480 (Trasham 1828, 182: no.

S5y 262Y no. 752,

€. ST MARY'S PARISH CHURCH

The church of St. Mary of Hernie wWwas grantad by Adam dg
Hereford *o the abbey of St. Thamas in Dublin, bafors 1212
(Gilbert 18339, 1423, This date can be sstablished because tha
grant was later altered by William d& Pire, bishop of
Glendalough, who died €.1212 (Gilbert 1889, 328-9). 1In the
acclesiastical taxation of 13D2-E a moiety of the church of
Laixlip was valued at 128@:=. (Sueatman 1373-86, v, 248). Tha
church was damagad and 1looted by Bruce's army in 1317
(Gilbart 1884, ii, 299r. In 1463 the Full tithes of +the
church of Blessad Mary of Leixlip were restored +to 5St.
Thomas ' Abbey by parliament (Berry 1914, 183-5) aftar it had
been claimed that the abbey had lost half of its tithes in

the reign of Eduward II {1387-27). The raectory of Leixlip was
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atill in the posseszion of St. Thomasz' Abbey at the
Dizzolution ¢(lhite 1943, 427 aftar which tha tithes uware hald
by Micholas Stanynghurst ¢ibid., 43). Tha rectory was leasad
to Richard Manwarings in 15687 ¢ 11 ROKPRI, 1BZ2! no. 1B?77) and
surrandared by hiz widow in 1984 (!9 ROKPRI, 35! no. 43I32),
and was subsequently leased *o James Ryan <(¢ibid., 943 no.
2438). The visitation of archbishop BulKeley in 1530 noted
that the church and chancel at Leixlip wara ruinous at that
tima (Ronan 1941b, 973, According to the parish records &

majar restoration of thae church Was coammenced in 1875.

Description sFigs. 139-912

Situated at the SW end of Main 5t. It is a simple nave
and chancel <¢hurch of tnirteenth century date, with a
fifteenth century W tower., and a modern N porch., The masonry
cans izts of roughly coursed limestona with no dressed quoins
but much of it has been rebuilt and fragments aof aarlier
windows and doers inserted in the walls, The <ghurch, which
measuras 27m by 7.5m internally, bhas bgan re-roofed and the
height of ths walls fncraased by Im. Tha steép pitched line
af an earlier nave raof can be seen in the E wall of the

towar and the earlier roof of the chanpcel in the E gable of

the nave.

The aast wall of the CHANCEL is lit by a madern round

twin-light window with rounded rear arch. The narth and south

walls have one raund arched Window, also of modern date. Tha

north window is blocked and one side of a small pointed
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Window uwith chamferad zandstone jambs is wisible E of it.
Externally there 1is a chamfered szingle~light aga&a-headed
Windaw at tha west end of tha south wall. It 15 nat clear if
It has bagn insarted or blocKed. Thera is a small worn haad,
Yith a fleur-da-lys crown, in thirteanth cantury style on the

g wall,

Tha N wall of the MNAVE has tuo modern pointed windows at
its W end, the sasternmost af which is biscKed internally.
Extarnally thera is a blocked pointad door with chamferad
sandstone jambs in the centre of +the wall, and a blocked
rectangular windou with limestsone Jambs towards +the W end.
Thare is a madarn dooruway at the E end of the npave which
apens inta the modarn porch. There iz 2 small uwall cupboard E
of thiz door. The W. wWwall has a splayed Fflat-arched dsaruday
nwith madern wooden frame. There is a blocKed splayed slit at
first floar lawvel uhich opened intc the tower. The § uall is
1it by three roung archad uwindouws anrg cna pointad wuwindouw at
the Ll @nd o+ tha wall, Externally the limastone Jambs of 4
large window ara visible in the masanry towardt the W eand.
Thar=2 is also a blocKed s1lit windoaw with roughly chamferad

limeztone jambs at the E end.

The four storeyaed rectangular TOWER measures 3.5 by 3m
internally {Fig. 148). [t is built of evenly coursed blocKs
of undrassed limestone and lackKs dressed 4queins. The walls
are t.29m thick. There is a projecting stair-turret in the NW
corner lLit at each leval by ractangular double splayaed slits.

The ground flacr has a pointed barrell vault but tha walls




=35 -

hiave Leen plastered swer so +that no f=aatures ars wvisible
internally but axternally there are tuwo blocked wup double
splayed slitz in the N and € walls. These are at a vary lou
level, Jjust barely abouqa the ground, and it would appear that
the presenmt flosr is kigher than the original. Tuo louw stene
benches (7wall footings) run along the N and S walls of the
touar internally. The W wall has a round arched dssr with
flat rear arch and chamfered vellow sandstone Jambs. HRACCESS
to the first floor is wia a flat lintelled daar in tha N
leading to the spiral stair., Tha first floor s entared
through a door in uhich a re-used grava-slad is usad as the
lintal. The room has a pointed barrel vault with wickKerwork
cantaring With a large hole in it on tha W side to allau tha
clock Weights to move up and down. Thae E wall has a blockad
rectangislar s!it high en the E wall wWhick opaned into the
church. There is a Wall cupboard in the south wall and a
splaved single~-light cusped ogee-haaded window with chamfered
limestone jambs and flattened rear-arch in the cenire of the
wall. High in tha 4all is a double selayved, #lat lintsllad
ractangular slit. The W uwall has a similar window but Wwith
concava splay, window seat:, and a small wall cupbsard. The N
wall has a blockad-up fireplaca wWith sverhanging <chimney
supported on a corbel. The second flcor i3 entared onh tha M
+hraugh a {intelled daor. The E wsall has a projecting canaopy
in the ME corner for a fireplace wuhich protruded anta the
f{leor, and in the centre of the wall is a partially blocked

up painted arch with a ractangulsr opening which [ookKs oanta

the raof rafters of thes nave. The S and W walls have 3
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singla-light ogee-headed window with chamfared Iimestone
Jambs, segamental rear arch, concava csplays and a window seat.
There iz a Wwall cupboard in the N wall. The ceiling is modern
but it is supported on the eriginal corbals. The third floor
ts enterad through a lintelled door in the MW carnar., The E
Wwall is reducad in thicKnass about E@cm abowe tha floor and
the top of the inner part of the wall farms a banch betwaan
the M and S walls,. Ipnsertad into the centra of the thinner
section of wall is a round arched wingod HWith Fflattened
rear-arch and splays which Wwiden to the exteriar. Abowve <tha
window the wall returns to its original thicKness and a Llaouw
supporting arch stretches fram the M to the 5 wall. The £ and
W walls have a blocKed rectangular window With flattenad rear
arch and internal splay,. Thae modern rgo¥ 15 supported an
brick workK which app2ars +to have bean built above the
original roof line because at least four stones in tha S wall
are sloping towards the outzide ang may havae tean the
drainage stanes of the original rooef. There is a drainase
caursa externally belew the parapet, There iz a carved bhead
with bulging eves and a moustache placad hish on tha W end of
the stair-turrat’'s N wall. Another head faces out ¥ram tha E
and of the touwer's N wall. It has a fringe of hair acraoassz the

forehesd, bulging almond shapad eyas., an elongated nose and

an upurned slit for the mouth.

Maruments

crozs-slab. Latae 13th =arly 14th cents.

Used asz a 1intel at first floor leuvsl in the tower. Jzcorated
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in low ralief with 2 cross consizting of twWa brokan circles,
ah expanded ractangular Knop with roundad tarminal and the
zZrozs-stam.

Dimse: L.77 <min) W.28 T. 187

Lhite wall memarial. lEBE4.

Two ractanguiar plaques sat in an architectural frame in
tha N uall of the chancel arch. The frame has a heavy coat af
blue paint and the tablet:s are covered in black gloss paint.
The upper stane has a heater shaped shietd {n reliaf with tha
arms of White impaling Moore’ dexter! argant a chevron gules
betuaan threa rasaes of the last? sinister: azure on a chief
inderted three mulletz qulaz. The inscrirtion on the lower

tablat iz badly inciszed in Roman lettering:

THIS TOMB WAS ERECTED: BY THE LADY URSULAS WHIT:
DAUGHTER TO THE LORD mMOORE/ HERE LYETH THE BOOIS OF SR
NICHOLAS WHITE, KNIGHT DECEASED THE 24TH O0OF FEBRUARIE

1654 AND,/ HIS SDN NICHOLAS WHITE ESE@! OECEASED THE 31 OF

DECEMBR,/ 1EB4.

Dimz: Upr. stone H.3B W.41
Lr. Stone H.44 NW.32

Fitzgerald 1B83C-4a, 142

pDeborah Williams. 1897.
Large rectansuiar limestone slab sat in the chancel flogr.

Incised insecription in Remsn capitalst

pEFOSITY DEBORAE RELICTAES GV WILLIAMS ARCHIDIAC CASSEL/S

SORORIS MARGISSI AEPI DUB/ QVAE DECESSIT 24 MAR 1697-6/

e —— e ———
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AET B5.

Dims: L.220 W.tlle

FitzGerald 1292-4a, 1l42.

Fant

Large rectangular font set on top of the stone banch/ wall
footings in the touwer's ground floor. Circular basin, lacKing
a drainage hole. Coated in blackKk gloss paint. The =slab
underneath the basin may be part of a steppad base,
Diras 2 H.368 LW.&3 T.6E

Bas in Depth .22 DOiam. 47

FitzGerald 1892-4a, l42.

Grave-slab. L7th cent.

Set inta the S wall of the chancel. Round-headed Ilimestone
gravemaker. Much of the surface has flaked off, Dacorated in
low relief with a s5Kull and <crossed bones below an equal
armad cross and an incised inscription in Roman capitalst
HERE LIETH THE., BURIALL PLACE OF/ HEMNRY .../ MAY. There are a
few letters balow tha sikull T...MN..0'.

Oims: H.BE .48

7. ARUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ET. CATHERIMNE

This priory was founded in 1219 by Warisius de FPech, lord
of Lucan (Skynh and Hadcock 1378, 1927, Who latar increaszad
the endouments in order to provide for six chaplains. Thea
priory Was subordinated to St. Thomas' Abbey, Dublin, in (235

and unitad to 5t. Thomas ' a3 a conventual depandancy in 1237.
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In 1323 it was appropriated to St. Thomaz' as a
non-conwventual cell, to be servad by a canon of 5t. Thomas',
becauze it waz impover ished and heawvily im debt <(Gwynn and
Hadcock 1978, 192>. In 1529 the church and attached lands
Were granted rant-free to Patrick Fynne, a former canon of
St. Thomas', on condition that he maintain +the church and
other buildings Clhite 19432, 23-39). Tha church of 5St.
Katherine, *near the Salmon Leap" was listed in tha surrander
of 5t. Thomas' Abbey (Morrin 1881, 1342 and in 1569 its site

#as sranted to Sir Nicholas LWhite ¢£11 RDKPRI, 20S:f no. 13692,

Description (Fig. 1422

A roofless howse occupies the site of this church on a
low plateau above the Liffey, ME of the village. It iz built
of uncoursed limestone, with a considerable amount of brick,
and has blocked wp openinss in  each wall. Tha intarnal
measurements are 8.75 (MN-5> by 7.49m (E-W) and the floor Iis
missing. There are roughly dressed quoins on the NE, SE and
=l anglez and the E windouw is a tuin light multi-cusped
pointed windou With inte2rmnal splay. The E wall is 1.10 thick
and the S wall is 8Scm thick. There are tWe brick Windows in
the S wall and a brizK doer in the W wall. The E sable is

eranellated with brick. Thare ara ng szurrounding buildings.

. OTHER FEATURES

chapel of 5t. Abban
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An  inquisition of 1604 racerds that in 133 James
Cottrell, late abbot of St. Thomas', Dublin, had granted the
tithes of a moiety of Leixlip te ‘'John Dee, wvicar of the
church or chapel of St. Abban, lying within +the manor aof
Laixiip' (JKAS 3 ¢ 1BY9-18902>, 4892, MNothing else is Known of

thizs chapel,

St. Catherina's aell.
Dn top of the hill, M &¢f the priery site., on the E side

af the road,. There are tWo grotto-zhapad structures.,

plastered intarrnally ., owvaer tha well.

9. LIST OF STRAY FINOS

1. Mesolithic core axe. Found in a sarden at Leixlip, Co.

Kildare. Wonedman 1373, 323.

RRCHAECLDG ICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Leixlip is important to archaeological research bacause

it is one of tha few rural sites connected with the ViKings.
1+ is quite pozsible that there was a settlement here In

Viking times and the church name, An Urnaidhe, is a2 Ffurther

pointer to sattlemant here 1n pre-MNorman times. The extent of

the Anglo-Narman borgugh is unKnowr and tha present street

pattarn and burgase plot pattern appears to date to the

saventeenth cantury.
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It is l1ikely +that archaeoclogical deposits have been
destroyed on the street front but archaeological lavers
pProbably surviuve below ground in the plogts behind the
frontage. The area in +the wvicinity of +the bridge is
particularly important because of the l1iklihgcod that
waterlogged archaeological deposits survive, and these would
shed considerable light, for instance, on the first bridge

and its successors.

In common wWwith other medieval sites it is to be expected
that archaaological remains survive belouw ground .,
particularly im the form of house foundations, pits and
debr iz scatters. Accordingly there is the potential to
discover the extent of +the mediaval settlement, and the

nature of its houses, straeets, and defences, if anv.

In summary ., the archaeological data indicates that the
borough, which may have begun as a settlament in YiKing
times, was occupied throughout the Middle Ages. Documentary
records of the site ars feu and in the future archaeological
axcavation is liKely to be the principal means by wuwhich
additional Knouledge can be obtainad. The borough will come
under pressure from housing davelopment in the near futura
because of its proximity to Dublin. It iz important, +then,

4hat any future development should be monitored otherwise

archaeological information iz lixble to be last neadlessly.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The zhaded portion of the accompanying map <Fig. 143>

___——
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dalimits the area of archasolegical potential within Leixlip.
This is bagzed esszentially on the area <formed by the Knouh

monuments, and because there iz a lacK of information at

Presant on the precizs extent of the borough it is suggested

that 3all uworKs within the shaded area be monitored.
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blozked single lLight oges-heaaded windou with tosled chamfered
Jambs in the S wall and a tuin-1ight pointed window with

tooled and chamfered Jjambs in the W wall.

The stairs to the third floor are lit by a splavad ogee
headad uindow with flat lintalled rear arch and toolad
limestone jambs in the S wall, The eastern half of tha window
is filled with blocking stones. To the E is a rectangular
doubla splayed slit with flat lintelled rear arch. The main
chambar is also blocked off by tha dovacot on this floor. The
eastern pasage is much wider at this leyel and takes tha form
of a sub-triangular room with a stone-arched fireplace
sitting out on the floor from the E wall. There are two stona
shelves on either‘side of the chimney breast. The room is lit
by a double splaved ractangular window with flattened arch in
the E wall, a pointed splaved uindow with flat lintelled
rear-arch and tooled limestons jambs and sillstone with hole
for securing a shutter in the N wall. There is also a flat
: lintellaed splayed opening at the junction of the W and N

walls. The roocf haz several courses of corbelling. In the SE
angle outside +the chambaer is a garderobe chute opening

direcly undarneath to the E and a blocked Fflat lintelled

* window directly above.

[ The parapet lawvel is differentiated externally by a
drainage course in the S, W and N walls. The stairs ascend
through the § wall and are 1lit by & small splayed flat
lintalled windouw. The roof is steeply pitched and of brick.

it is very ovargrouwh and the parapet has collapsed in places.

P pm— gree——

L—-———---m_
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4. ST. COLUMBA'S CHURCH & EARLY MOMNASTIC SITE

The first reference to the church of Moone occurs in 1179
whan it was included in a list of churches within the diocese
of Glendalough (McMNeill 1950, 5! Sheehy 1962, 29-31). After
the union of the dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough (c.1213)
Moone became part of Dublin (McMeill 1950, 387 Sheehy 1962,
171-2)%. In 1220 William Marshall, lord of Leinster, resigned
the church to the archbishop of Oublin (lWhite 13957, 18-19),
The archbishop grantad the church to St. PatricK's cathedral,
Dublin, batueen 1228 and 1223 (McNeill 1950, S2; White 1957,
20-1). The church i3 listed in a taxation of St. Patrick's in
1386 (Lauwlor 1988, BR) and there was a theft of silver from a
chest within the éhurch in 1318 ¢(lWood, Langman and Griffith
1956, 158). 1t was a church of importance and in 1333 the
Repertorium Viride described it as a mother-church with three
annexed churches at Ardscull, 'le Barton' and ‘'Kitgelane'
(White 1941, 211), The Royal Visitation of the diocese of
Dublin in 1615 noted that the <church was in good repair
(Ronan 1341a, S1) but it was ruinous by 163@ <(Ronan 1841b .,
124). The balfry fell in the early nineteenth cantury and the
Lady Chapel and north uwall uwere damolished in the 1838s (F.

M. Carroll 1891-5, 233).

Many uriters., including Leuwis (1837, ii, 391>, Killanin
and Duignan ¢ 1967, 98) and Harbison ¢1979, 124>, repeat the
tradition that a Franciscan friary uas founded at Moone in
1258, but as Gwynn and Hadcock ¢ 1979, 280) have pointed out,

there is no contemporary svidence for the existence of such a

 E——————— e [y —



foundation.

Dezcription (Figs. 14E-7)

The remains consist of a long rectangular building. The
masonry consists of uncoursed rubble limesztone. There is no
dressed stone axcept for some granite quoins at either corner

of the W and. There was a parapet around the church.

The E gable stands to a height of between 7 and 38m, and
had steps ower the gable connecting the parapets. The N and S
walls of the church project as buttresses beyond the E wall
and it is unlikKely that thess are antae as Harbison (1978,
124) has suggested. The pointed splayed windouw is a modern
insertion although it may reflect the styla of the original.
The middle section of the wuwall below the windou is also
modern blocking. The N wall stands to a height of Sm at its
junction with the east gable and has a single splay,
corresponding to the lancet in the south wall. The wall is
brokKen W of this and is represented by footings for 4 m. The
nhext 2m of wall is modarn blockKing and incorporate tuo wvery
large limestone boulders. The W end of the wall is
featuraless except for some putlog holes and one splay and
tuo stones from & window arch at the E end. The W gable

tands to a height of 8m. Much of tha inner face of the wall

5

is missing from around the flat-arched single~light
rectangular splayed window with flat lintallad rear-arch.
High in the sable there is a similar cmaller window. The wall

iz covered by iuvy cxternally but it appears to have had steps
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over the top. The S wall stands to a height of 65.5m at the E
end and S5.5m at the W end. The E end is built of 1long slabs
of limestone while the W end is built of limestone rubble and
occasional blocks of dressad and undressad granite. There is
3 pointed lancet with pointed rear arch at the E end of the
wall, kW of this is a hole at the base of the wall. Part of
tha next section of wall to the W is rebuilt with a short
section of an internal crosszing wall, probably marKing the
site of the touwer showun by Austin Cooper., Further W iz a
flat-arched door with internal splay, and a partly rebuilt
pointad doorway with flat rear-arch. At the W end of the wall

iz a small round arched recess with slightly splayed sides.

The LADY CHAPEL is shoun by Cooper in a drawing of 17384
CF.M. Carroll 1831-5, 286) which shows it with two lancets in

the N wall.

Cooper depicts the TOWER near the SE cornar. It uas four
floored with narrow slits in the first and second floors on
the N wall and large rectangular windows in the N and W walls

at third floor level. There wasz a drainage course owver the

3rd floor with battlements above.

A zmall raectangular structure of uncertain date uwas built

onto the W wall.

Monuments

The crosses are probably not in their original positions.

The S cross was only eractaed in its present position after
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E face. Euery second panal on the chaft and ring have anhimals
or interlace while every sther pahal iz blankK.
Oims* H. of taparing base 1.32 W. at base gp ¥ 83

W at top, 72 by BB

Shaft W 42 by 33

Eazt Cross (Fig. 1327, Prob. pre-1200.

Granite baze deaply buried in the ground in the graveyard, NE
of the church.

Dims: W. at top 72 % 43

Mortice:! Depth 14 W.3@ by 22 cm

North cross (Fig. 153>. Pre-1209.
Undecorated pyramidal shaped granite base in the wooded field
to the N of the mediaval church.
Oims?: H.S6 W at base 74 by 5S4
W at tep 54 by 43

Mortice? Oepth? 14 W. 24.5 by 13 cm

West Cross ¢Fig. 154)>. Pre-1200.
Crosz base immediately M of the S cross. Tuo stepped

undacorated pyramidal—shaped granite base with =mall mortice.
There is 2 rebate around the mortice and one side of the base
has three steps.

gims: H. 70 W. S2-35 by 46-27

Mortice Depth 17 W.12 by 12 cm.

Fragmentary cross.

guitt into a cemenht surround in the nave of +ha church are
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fragments of a large ringed cross uith part of +the shaft,

decorated with panels of animal and figure sculpture.

W faca. The shaft has an intarlaced foliage panel and the
lowar panel of the ring has *two animals while there are tuo
affrontad animals on the panael in the arm.

E face. Three panals with animals. The panel in the arm has a
human head and a sacond head rasts on the back of a horse.
The shaft panels have one animal each.

Dims*®! Shaft H.72 W.41 T.17

Aarm H.37 W.52 T.17

Cross-slab (Fig. 155). 13th-14th cents.

Tapering limestone slgb lying on the ground close to the S
cross. Dacorated with a flaur-de-lys cross in false relief.
The head of the cross has a smaller fleur-de-lys within the
main desian. The font of the cross iz miss ing.

Dims: L.111 W.43-41 T.21

Brine slab. 1EZ24

Limeztone =slab in three pieces within the chancel.

Inscription in false relief Roman capitals?

EODMOND Br ine/ O IOHANNY .../ M HIS WIFE CAuses D THIS

MOMyMen~ TE TO BE MADe in r~/ EMRANCE. OFf his S PARENTS

ODIERmot.” O BRINE AND .IOR CVYLLON WhO DEC/ EASED A dni
1624/ FOR uhose sovles/ YEE IN C/ harity iE FOR AS/”
you ArE s0E HAS VE THEY BEENs AND as THEY ARES You

SHALL BE S/ ENE A DNI 1835 PRTRICH BRINE
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Below the inscription is an incised cross on a calvary with
IHS in the centre. Thare are crossed bones and a marigold
within a circle (?3un) on tha right side and some lines on
the left.

Dime: L.1S7 W.B2 T.9 cm

J. Aszsoc. Preservation Memorials Dead 1 (1888-91), 1382, 416}

ibid. 2 (18392-4), 326

Archbold tomb. 17th cent.

This tomb., im nine fragments, is gathered together on the
ground uwithin tha chanceal. I consistz of the table of an
altar tomb and one sida and one end panel decorated in very
low false ralief. The table carries the inscription in Roman

capitals:

ORATE PRO ANIMA/ GUALTERI ARCH/ BOLOD GUI HOC MONUMENTUM/
FIERI FECIT IN ME/ mor iam UXORIS . E IOR TUL/ ENI T EAD

IUDITI/ S IUDEX 1UST

The four corners of the slab had depictions of the
evangalistss St Mark (.ARCUS), top left and St Mattheuw, top
right. Between them is a shield with the Archbold arms
(ermine a saltire and a chief gules - chiaf not shouny. At
the bottom of the slab is a depiction of St. Michael laballed
_ICHAEL and John the Evangalist labelled IOHANNES . Upside
down at the base of the slab iz the name of the sculptor

'MATHUE MOL.” AUNXE MASONE.

The side panel is decoratad with empty ogee-headed niches

saparated by pilasters carved with foliaga. The upper border



has bead and rael mouldings and the low=ar has

foliage design. The end panel has a crucifixio

design. The narrouw return of +he panel also has

foliage. Christ is shoun nailed +g a Latin cross

above.

Oims: Cover L. 168 (min) W. 81 T. 18
Sida Panel L. 177 W. 61 T. 11
End Panel L. 86 W, 61 T. 17 cm.

FitzGarald 1891-5c, 296

S. OTHER FEATURES

St. ColumbKille’s well.
Situated in lou lying ground NE of the church. Su

5 bae-hive structure. Duergroun and neglected.

Moone rath.

Situated on top 0f a hill SW of the churchyard, W
axtansive views. The top of the hill is flat and

was made by diggins & ditch and counter scarp ban
+he top of tha hill. There i3 a square limestonea

in the centre of the rath with a foliage design i
an incisad 18th cantury inscription to Thomas Ash

J. AszoC. Preservation Memor ials Dead Ireland 1

192.

5. LIST OF STRAY FIMDS.

-33.

a running

n with one

rarrow panel of foliage and onhea panal wuwith a geomatric

a panel of
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¥ 3m below
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(18388-317,
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Flints.
In laying a Gas Pipeline, a flint blade and end scraper made
from a watar rolled pebbla ware found in Moone Td. g.5. 6"

Sheet 38, 38cm from W and 2.2cm from S.

Human remains
Humah remains together with a flat piece of iron and three
iron handles are in the Natisnal Museum of Ireland. NMI 1945

32-8.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Moone is a partgcularly good example of a deserted
medieval borough. The documentary sources indicate that it
was 3 pra-Norman church site of importance and this wWas
probably what attracted the Angle-Normans there in the later
tuelfth century. There are indications that the borough was a
substantial settlement in the thirteenth and fourteenth
cantur ies and its abandonment probably occurred in the
fifteenth as a result of attacKks from tha MacMurroughs. The
castle, houever, continued as a strongpoint and some form of
cettlement survived here until the seventeenth century. The
axact extent of the borough i3 unkKnoun, houwzver, at any tima
in its history and uwe lack information on the form of its

housas 2and streets.

Thatre iz 1little evidence for intarference with the

archacological deposits, and, in common With other medieval
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sitas it iz to be expected +that archazological remains
survive below ground, particularly in the form of house
foundations, pits and dabris scattars. Accordingly there is
the potential +to discover +the eaxtent of the medieval
sattlament, and +the nature of its houses, streets, and

daefences, if any.

In summary, the archaeoclogical data indicates +that the
borough, which began as a settlemant during the Early
Christian period, uwas occupied throughout +the Middle Ages.
Documantary records of the site are few and in the future
archasoclogical excavation is liKely to be the principal means
by which additional Knowladga can bs obtainad. The borough i3

under no immediate threat.

Area of Archaealogical Potantial

The shaded portion of the accompanvying map (Fig. 156>
delimits the area of archaeolosical potential within Moone.
This is based essantially on the area formed by the Knoun
monumants, and because there iz a lack of information at

presant on the preciszse extent of the borgugh it is suggested

that 21! workKs within the shaded area be monitored.
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NARS

Maas is the county touwn of Kildare and wuwas also the

county's principal! town during the Middle Ages. Situatad in

fartile louw-1ving ground on the eastern fringe of the Liffay
valley in the north-east of the county, 22Klm south-uest of
Dublin and 18 Klm north-east of Kildare. The placename MNas

means ‘'place of assembly’® (de hOir 1874-7, 1837,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORIC BACKGROUND

Twa Early Bronze ﬁge axeheads and a multiple burial faund
in an eskKer at Gallow's Glan indicates human activity in the
vicinity of Naas during the Early Bronze RAgs but nothing else
is Knoun of settlemant in the area dur ing prehistoric times .
Euven in the first centuries of the Farly Historic period ths
nature of activity in the area, which may have given rise %o
tha name Nas, remains obscure. From at least the =ighth until
+he tenth centuries, however, MNaas wWas 2 seat of the Kings of
teinster ¢T. J. de Burgh 1891-5, 184-8; JRSAI 34 (18847,
225). The fort (dun? of MNaas is first referred to in 703
¢AFMY. This wuas the raval residance and Was probably
incorporatad into the later Anglo-Morman motte. Traditionally
casrbhall €4.904) uasz +he last King of Leinster to reside at
Naas (AFM ii, S72, note 27, although Naas is again described

ac tha residance of the Kings of Leinster in 338 CA. Clon.

{53! AFM i, 486, note zJ.

e ————————
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N335 was also the site of an Early Christian monastary,
Known as Cill Corbhain or Cill MNais, where nine ¥ings of
Lainster ware buriad (Radnar 1978, 232). Radner (1978, 1B7),
uwho adited the eleventh century source containing this

information identifisd £ill Corbain a3 Kill but this is

ihcorrect. Kill was dedicated to Brigid (see elsauhere this

volume?), and in viaw of tha alternative name Cill Maiz for
Cill Corbain together with the placaname Corban's Lana within
Naas, there can be little doubt but that Cill Corbain was at
Maas. The Vita Tripartita, written 895-981, mentions Naas and
'tha graan of the fort, to the esast of the road' and also a
well, north aof the fort (Stokes 1887, 184). In the Lifa of
Feichin of Fore it is stated that the King of Leinstar
grantad Fzichin ‘Tulach Fobhair' which, according to Col3an
¢ 1845, 137, 143> uwas located near Naas. Comerford (1238-83,
1873 and O'Hanlon (1869, 149) susgest that a monastery was
astablished at Tulach Fobhair and locate it at Millbrook,
immaediately east of the toun. Despite these suggestions,
houaver, the precise location of Tulach Fobhair <¢annot be

eastablished ¢(0.S. Letters, Co. Kildare, i1i, 191-4).

After the coming of the MNormans Naas was granted by
Strongbou to Maurice FitzGerald (Orpen 189, 1.3888; Mills
and McEnery 1916, 145). In a document of c.1186 Frince John
confirmed the grant of the cantred in which MNaas uwas situated
to William, son of Maurice FitzGerald, and also granted him a
Weakly markKet in his burgh of Naas (Mills and McEnery 1316,
145: Ir. Rec. Comm. 1329, 5). The Augustinian priory Was

established before the end of the twelfth century and the

" 3 5 3 A A B M O SN S8 Sw s e

e ——
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parizh church, dedicated +to St. Dawid, uwas in axistance by

the early thirteenth century.

Information on Naas in the Later Middle Ages is scanty.
The town was apparantly burnad and plundered by Edmund Bruce
in 1318 (Orpan 18911-28, iv, 198) but it clearly recovered and
its importance in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries may
be gaugad from the fact that at leaast nina parliaments and
thirteen councils ware held there batween 1355 and 1484
(Maody, Martin and Byrne 1982). In 1487-8, MNaas was described
as tha 'Key of tha2 county of Kildara in resistance of their
Irish enemies' (Berry 1914, G@87-9). The same document,
howauvar, described the towun as being in danger of dastruction
unless it waz walled. A number of fifteenth century murage
grants point teo conditions of increasing insecurity. In 1413,
for instance, it was claimed that the town was ‘'surrounded by
Irizh enemies and by English rebels' by whom tha touwnhsmen

uere despoiled and impoverished (Traesham 1828, 286: no. 183J.

MNaas was incorporated by charter of Elizabeth in 135868
tMorrin 1861, S526-3; Morrin 1862, 368-72) and a neuw charter
was granted by James I in 16838 (Erck 1848-52, 1ii, 333-92. In
1577 the toun was attackKed at night and burned by Rory Og 0
More and Cormac MacCormac O0'Conor (Hamilton 1867, 187). T. J.
de Burgh ¢(1881-5, 183-90) quoted a report by Sir Henry Sidney
to the aeffact that a total of between saven and eight hundrad
housas uwere burned, and estimating the male populaion of Naas
as about five hundred at the time. Another contamporary

record put the number of-burned houses at one hundred and
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fifty (Brewer and Bullan 1888, 119> and the fact that a
population of 383 was racoorded in 18358 suggasts that
Sidneyv's figures may have baen axagerrated (Fendar 1833,
398). Large garrisons of croun forces uere stationed at Naas
from the lata sixtzenth century, particularly during the
period €.1585-1601 and during the nars of the 1840s, uhen the
toun echanged hands on a numbar of occasions, and was burned
by the Confederate leader, Preston, in 1847 ¢(T. J. de Bursgh
1881-5, 189, 194-37 Kerrigan 1930-1, 1392, The towh
maintainad its status in the seventeznth century, being
dascribed in 1605 as 'the chief corporate toun in the county

af Kildare' (Russell and Frendergast 1872, 467).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. STREETS & STREET PRTTERN
2. MARKET PLACES

THOLSEL
3. DOMESTIC HOUSES

BLACK CASTLE

EUSTACE CARSTLE

LATTIM'S CASTLE

ROSE AND CROWN

ST. DAVID'S CASTLE

WATERGATE

WHEARTLEY'S CASTLE

WHITE CASTLE

4. INDUSTRIAL AREAS
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3. CASTLE

B. TOWM DEFENCES

7. PRE-MORMAN MONASTIL SITE

8. ST. DAVID'S PARISH CHURCH

9. AUGUSTINIAN FRIARY

18. AUGUSTINIAN PRIORY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
11. DOMINICAN FRIARY

12. HOSFITAL

13. LIST OF STRAY FINOS

l. STREETS ANO STREET PATTERN

The street pattern af MNaas iz essantially linear and is
formed from one straat, Main Street dividad into north and
south sections, on to which a numbar of small lanes are
alignad at right anglss. North Main Street is noticeably
narrower than South Main Street, whose form with its broad
Market Flace is reminiscent of sesventeaenth century touwn
layout. Main Street forkKs at its northern and, laading NE +to
Dublin and N to Sallins and Trim. The curving course of
Corban's Lan2, on the south side of the +town, may preserve

the line of the pre-Morman monastery.,

2. MARKET PLACES

Naaz was granted a weekly markKet as early asz c.1136
¢(Mills and McEnary 1916, 1453, Tha main markKet place was

presumably the triangular expansion at the north end of South

Ma.in Strzet. By at la2ast the late sixteenth century, houwever,
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fsirz and markKets warz baing held on the ‘'grean of Naas'. In
1582-3, for instance, a raference occurs to 'cattle so0ld on
the grasn of the toun of the Naas' (13 ROKPRI, 282% n3. 41277
and the 'fair or markKet at the green of the Naas' is
mentioned in 1597 ¢ 17 ROKFRI, 57! no. E6132). Thesa presumably
refer to the Fair Green s5till marKed at the south and of the
toun, although the 'upper green of Naas', refarred to in 1683
(Morvin 18362, 370> may have been locataed elsewhere, perhaps
at Poplar Square, formerly Known as 'Horse Fair' (T. J. de

Burgh 1391-5, 319>,

A 3tone cross stoad in the market place in the
sevanteanth century, according to Colgan (1843, 142> who
quotas the tradition in the 1ife of Feichin that it wuas
erected on the occasion of Fechin's visit to Naas. In the

Civil Survey of 1654-5 mention is rmade of a house ‘ouer

against the Crosse in Naas' (Simington 1952, B68).

THOLSEL

This steod in the Market Place and T. J. de Burgh
¢ 1891-5, 326> hotes saveral references to the Tholsel of MNaas
betuwean 15684 and 1BS81, when it was apparently replacaed by a
naw Sessiohs House. These references reveal that the Tholsel
contained assembly rooms with garrets above and cellars
below. The assambly rooms uere approached by an extarnal
flight of steps on the socuth side of the building, beneath
which was a czllar measuring § by 7 feet and over which a

‘dyal’ was hung in 1682. A bell was hung here in 167E.

_———
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3. DOMESTIC HOUSES
The earliest raference to housing is the mention of a
stone hoausa in a charter of ¢.1258 (Mills and McEnery 1916,

153~602 but it is not until the sixteenth century that

referaences occur to houses with any frequancy. In 15639 a

'great stone house coveraed with tiles, and a castle'’ | were
leased to William Florence (11 ROKFR1, 2!4: no. 14383, and
ware leazad to Anthony Pouer in 13?5 (12 RDOKFRI 1312 no.
25113, In 16@9 the corporation of Naas held a "small castle
in the toun" (Erck 1246-52, ii, 538), uhile in the same year
Jamas I granted the earl of Kildare the moiaty of a 'stone

house slated' and of a castle (Erck 12845-52, ii, 543), quite

I
I
]
]
possibly thes preperties mention=d in 13E3. The Civil Survey
| of lE54-B recorded at least eight castles in Maas, as uell as
I five stone houses, including one called 'SherlockK's Court',
and another called the 'Rose and Croune’ {Simington 1952,
| 55-8). Unfortunately, no information is given on the locationh
of these castles and houses. Fortified *toun houses uere
l probably the exception rathar than the rula in the
ctroatscape of sixteanth cantury Naas. More common wWere the
humbler duw=llings, describad as *1owe thatchad housies!'

burhad in the attackK on MNaas in 1577 (T. J. de Burgh 1891-5,

189-98: Brewer and Bullan 1868, 118).

The burgage plot pattern survives wall on both sidas of
South Main Street and clearly shous that this streat had a
frontage of domestic houses. MNone of the present hauses .,
howzver , prowida any visible indication of being older than

1798, Many of the buildings on both Narth and South Main

T ]
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Street hava cellars, soms baing of stone such as no, 21

(Marums public house) and King's Court Drapary.

Daspite the absenge of clear locational indicators in
contaemporary documentation for MNaas' fortified houses ,
attampts have bean made by T. J. de Burgh (1831-5, 320-2) and
Murtagh (1983-47 to locate them. St. David's castle iz still
axtant and part of a wall of Eustace castle survives. Of the

others, however, only BlacK castle and White <castle can be

located with any degrae of probability.

BELACK CASTLE

Situated on the ugst side of MNorth Msin Street (Murtash
1983-4, 359: Maas E). T. J. da Burgh (1331-5, 321-2) states
that this was situatad on Main Street "at the back of the
duelling-housa opposite Mr. Eagleton's shoep”. It may u2ll be
the 'great castle opposite church gate’ mentiohed in a
document of 1735, which T. J. de Burgh (1881-5, 321> called
t.yard's castle (sea Murtagh 1983-4, 353: MNaas FJ. In 13¥9 an
archaesological excavation uas conducted on the site whare it
ic markaed on the 0.5. maps (MNos. 14, 15 16 Morth Main St.i. A&
circular stone linad pit dated to the 13/14th century was
found at tha MW end of the site, and a 14th century uwall and
cezs pit at the rear of No. 14 but no evidence for medieval
habitation was found close to the ztreet. Murtagh (1933-4,
255) intarprated this absence of avidence as indicating that

Black Castle uwas on the street frontage.
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EUSTACE CASTLE

Situated on the E side of Friary Rd {Murtagh 1933-4, 357:
MNaaz B). Demolished in 1373. Ona wall is still attached to
the S of a modarn wocoden framad housz. According to T. J. de
Burgh (1831-5, 321 it had a barrsll-vault over the ground
floor. Prior to 1973 it uas a modernised two storey structure
with gabled roof ¢JKAS 15 ¢1974), 278 and pl. S). MWidth of

axtant wall? BScm.

LATTIN'S CASTLE

Tha suggested identification of a fortified house that
=tood on the weszt side of MNorth Main Street (Murtagh 1382-4,
357-9f MNaas D). The main avidenca for its existence comes

from Austin Cooper's account of Naas in 1782:

'‘near the antrance from Dublin stands a small square
castle of very ancient appearance [Lattin's castlel? a
small distance further on, and in a line with the street
and with this caztle, iz another much larger and of very
modern appearance [White's castlel, between both of
those is another [Black castlel much the same as tha

first mentioned' (Price 13842, 28).

The castle iz mentionad in (659 as belonging to John Latten
of Morristoun (Simington 1952, B8) and again in 1873 when it

nas held by William Lat+in ¢(T. J. de Burgh 1895, 321).

ROSE & CROWM
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Mantioned as & slated housa in the Civil Survey of 1654

(Simington 1352, EE-7). Costello (19857 has suggasted that it

may have baen on the E side of N Main st, No. 29 ocppos ite the

Toun Hall in the premises nou run as 3 dry cleaners. The N

wall of the building iz stone-built and has a rounded corner

protruding into the street. lts thicK stone wWalls may retain

a mediaval core. 1t is possible that this may also be

Wheatley's castle (T. J. de Burgh 1891-5, 3217

5T. DAVID'S CASTLE (Figs. 1688-27

This is the only surviving fortified toun house and it

has bean considerably modernised. It is almost cartainly to

be identified with the ‘yicarage-castle’ refarred to in 1655

as balonging to the minizter of Naas, but occupied at the

time by the military governor ., Captain gsands (J. Kildare

Archaeol. Soc. 1 (1891-52, 1477 . It is situated on high

ground SE of 5t David's Church. The building is a thre=

stop iad towzr housée with modern roof and wall walk, nhou

modernised and inhabited. The masonry is intact and it has 3

projecting stair turret in the SE which gives access +o the

upper floors. The ground floor has a pointed barrell vault.

WATERGATE CASTLE

Althoush both Murtagh (13823-4, 357! Nazs ) and T. J. de

Burgh (1881-53, 220) regard this as baing a domastic housa, it

iz almost cartainly the gatehousze at Water Gate itself.



WHERTLEY'S CASTLE

According to T. J. de Burgh <¢18391~5, 321) +this was
Jezcr ibad in 1788 as standing "on the south side of Main
Straet which was next Geoghegans". Murtagh (1983-4, 359: Naas
H) shows it immediataly east of the old tholsal, on the
cornar of Church Lane, & suggestion based on De Burgh. De
Burgh himself merely guassad at the location, houwaver, and if
he is right in saying that 'south' frequently meant 'east' in
MNaas laases, it zeems at least equally possible +that this

cshould be identified with the Rose and Crouwn above.

WHITE CASTLE

Situated on the site of the Town Hall, on the wuest side
of Morth Main Street ((Murtagh 1983-4, 339: Naas BG). Its
frontage stretched for 19m along Main St. and it was 9m wide
with a backK premiszes and walled garden (Murtagh 1983-4, 3597
T. J. de Burgh 1831-5, 321). Some of the walls at the resar of

the Town Hall may date to before 1708 but it iz impossible to

determine this from the masonry alone.

4. INDUSTRIAL RRERS

The Civil Survey entries suggest that there uwere at least
four mills at Naas in 1654 (Simington 13952, B66-8). One of
thesa may be the Watergate Mill, mantioned by T. J. de Burgh
¢1231-5, 32B>. This was probably situated baside the

tstergate but its axact loecation is unKhoun. Friar's Mill, on
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tha north side of the touwn, iz said +o have beloinged to> the
Dominicans (C. Costelln, pers. comm.)., At +the +time of the
Dissolution the Augustinians also held a mill at Naas. No

trace of these survives.

S. CASTLE

No record exists of the construction of the motte often
regardad as occupying the site of the pre-Norman dun (M. de
Burgh 1831-5, 3), It Wwas presumably erected by Maurice
Fitzgerald, shortly aftar the Anglo-Norman conquest. Mothing
more iz Knoun of its history, however, and there are ne
direct references to a castle at Maas, prior te the sixtasnth
century. In 1582, William Florence, described as constable of
the castle of Maas, was pardonad for the escape of prisoners
<11 ROKPRI, 77! no. 428). Other recorded constables are
Thomas Mragh in 1575 (12 ROKPRI, 159! no. 2679), Pater Careue
in 1581 (13 RDKPRI, 136! no. 3698), Walter Larence in 15388
(15 ROKPRI, 150: no. 4846), and John Eustaca in 16891 (18
ROKPR1, 34! no. BSE3), The castle seems to have functioned
primarily as a prison at this +time (Morrin 1882, 6957 15
ROKPRI, 158¢ no. 4846; Russell 13388, 354>. Tha history of
thiz castle remains unclear, however, and it might possibly
have been a fortified toun house. No direct evidence survives
for its lacation but it, or its successor, may be the 3ao0l
mentioned by Austin Cooper in 1782 (Price 13942, 28-3), T. Ja
de Burgh ¢ 1891-5, 2287-8) and Murtagh <(1983-4, 3567 as having

ztood on the west side of North Main Street, opposite tha

!————
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antrancze to Poplar Square, and on the site of tha praesant

FitzGerald, O'Reilly & Co. Ltd.

Description (Fig. 1B83)

The MOTTE iz situated on the highezt point of the grauvel
ridge oan the west side of Main St. Round conical mound,
sharply scarpad on the NE, E and S. It tapers from its basal

measuramants of 78m (N-59 by 58m (E-W>) to a flat summit,

measuring 27m (N-S) by 29m (E-W). The summit is occupied by a

| tuentiath century cottase and garden with steps lezading E
I dosn the side of the mound. About 3m belouw the top is a lip,
Im wide, ancircling the summit. Wast of the motte are tuwo

narrod crescentic plaiforms, 34 m in length, which may be the

remains of the BAILEY.

§. TOWMN DEFENCES

Although earlier writers such as T. J. de Burgh (18391-5,
319> have suggested that Naas was fortified, there are no
raferences to any Kind of town defences there befors 1415
when the King granted the provosts and burgesses tha customs
of the touwn for twenty vears in order to fortify it (Tresham

{822, 296 no. 193), Further murage grants uere made by

parliament in 1451-2 (Berry 13912, 232), 1462 (Berry 1914, 252
and 1467-2 when a grant for ten years uas ordered to pay for
the immediate walling of the town which was "like to be

destroyed or burned, unless it iz uwalled™ (Barry 1914,

6A7-9). This seems to imply that the toun uwas urnenclosed by

—————TEEEEREEEEES S



walls until the fifteenth century. Tha toun's charters of
1S62 (Morrin 1861, 5286-8) and 1609 (Erck 1846-52, ii, 9533-3)
both grant tolls and customs to the forporation to pay for
the walling of the town, and a further grant was made by
Charles I in 1629 "touards the repairing of +thaeir buildings
and Wallz® C(Morrin 1863, 459). One gets the impress ion that
Nsaz was opan and undefended uwhan it was burned in 1577, and

during the Confederate wars, although the mention of

"JoKeston Gata™ [ lago's Gatel, "Corbanesgate” and
l "Omasgate"l?1] in 1540 (White 1943, 1553 indicates that

gatehousas uwere constructed. The defznces may have consisted
l of earthen ramparts rather than stone and this may partly

explain why there is so little trace of the dafences today.

Descr iption (Fig. 1997

Very little ewvidence survives to indicate the course of
Maas ' defences but the line of an anclosing feature can be
suggected based on the tepography., the position of the motte
and soma boundary ualls. It is difficult to detarmine the
course of the walls of Naas. Murtagh's ¢1983-4, 358> proposal
shows 2 wall with a larga number of angles and is

unsatisfactory because it also leaves three gates outside the

wall. Healy's (1984)> suggestion also includes a large number

of anglas and cuts across burgage plots, excluding land which
of nacessity would have had to hava been enclosed. It is
difficult to come up with any clear alternative to their
proposals, howevar , and the outline advanced hare i3 based on

the topography. major property boundaries, and the likely

_-----lIllIlllllllIIlIIIlIIIlllIlIIIIIIlIlIIllI.l....l......................-‘
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pozition of the 3atas., The diffarances beatuween this outlina
and that proposed by Murtagh and Healy indicate the necessity
for archasological aexcavation to determine the actual course

of the defencas.

The mocst dominant boundary feature in MNaas is a broKan
arc of thrae segments consisting of Corban's Lane, a <cuyrving
boaundary east of the Euztace castle site, and another curving
boundary south of the site of the Augustinian priory of St.
Jahn. Between them, these arcs dalimit a semi-circle which
almaost certainly presarves tha outlina of the pra-Norman
monastic enclosure of Cill Nais. In the absence of any clear
ayidance far an alternative course by the medisval wuwalls it
is reasonable to suggest that this boundary was adopted by

the Anglo-Normansz and delimited the toun.

On the north side, the site of both IAGO'S GATE and NORTH
GATE are on this enclosure. On the east the szite of WATER
GATE may be placed at the point where the line of this arc
cuts Friary Strest, a location which is cleser to the Friary
river than that suggezted by T. J. de Burgh (1331-5, 319> or
Murtagh ¢1983-4, 358). Thers may have bean a gate at the
intersaction 0of Church Lane with this arc but this is
unKnown. On the south side of this zemi-zircular enclosura

Was an extension, made in order *to incorporate housas in

Loughbuee and Tha Grean. CORBAN'S GATE may hava been at the

junction of Corban's Lane uith this extension.

Oon the south side of the town GREEN GATE was Probably

located at the narrouest part of The Green uhere the angle of

———“
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2 haouse on the 2ast side still juts out onto the footpath.
LEST GATE was located in Mew Row but the exact position of
the gata is unkKnoun. The natural drop between MNew Row and tha
motte probably formed the boundary on the west side of the
touwn. Thae MNE angle of the defences was probably formed by a

curying arc l1inkKing the motte with Iago's Gate.

Tha Barriar

T. J. de Burgh ¢(1891-5, 319) refers to a feature called
"The Barrier, or MNorth Barrier", which was mentioned in
lnases which he had in his possession. The position of the
barrier was unknown but he suggestad that it may have bszen in
the vicinity of St. David's Castle. Murtagh (19383-4, 358)
suggasts that this ma? have formed an inner line of defence
while Healy (1984, S5) regarded it as the original north
boundary of the town. It is doubtful if either suggestisn is
correct. The context of the references to the barrier is
unstated and it may hawve bean nothing more than a substantial
boundary betuween two properties. The apparent drop in ground
leva=l on the north side of St. David's churchyard, regarded
ae the position of the barrier, is most likely dus to the

puild-up of burials within the graveyard.

O0ld wall on Church Lane

There is no ewvidence on the ground for any of these
suggestions apart from a battered wall, with a basal width of
lm, incorporataed into the basze of the present wall on the E

zide of the car-parkK an Church 1lane, opposite St. David's

castle.
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7. PRE~NORMAN MONASTIC SITE

It has baen suggested above that the mention of MNaas in

tha ¥ita Tripartita, writtan £895-3801, +together with the

notice in 809 of Cill Nais, where nine Kings of Leinster
ware burisd (Radner 1978, 238) indicates that Naas w®Was a
pre-Naorman church site. The outline of {ts enclosure is
detailad above under Town Dafences (Fig. 1s9). St. Oavid's
parish <church is placed fairly centrally within this

ahclosurs and it must have been re-dedicated to the patron of

Wales by the Anglo-Mormans (M. de Burgh 1831-5, 37 Comerford

1820-3, 111-12). The original dedication may have baen to

Corban, whose name survived in Corban's Lane and Corban's
Gatz. The fact that this re-dadication occurred may indicate

that the church site was in decline by the late tualfth

cantury.

g, ST. DAVIO'S PARISH CHURCH

The first direct reference to the church of St. David

occurs in 1212 when it was listed among the posseszions of

the Hospital of 5St. John of Jerusalem in Ireland, as

-

confirmed by Innocant III (McNa2ill 1922, 148). The church

ramained the property of the Hospitallers throughout the

Middle Rg=s ¢(e.g. Sweetman 1375-86, v, p. 245 and the

reactory is listed among the passessions of the Ordar in the

axtant of 1548 (lhite 1943, 94>. The Hospitallers held

considerable poszsessions in MNaas (McMNeill 13932, 8892 Tresham

1e2g, 53¢ no. 86a) and McMeill (1932, 149) suggests that



thair housa in the touwn, held by James Tyrell in 15490 (uhits

1943, 84) is to be idantified with the Ffrank-house held by

Waltar Hops on lease from the Ordar in 1572 (13 ROKFPRI, 73-3°¢

nos. 3318, 3323).

In 1338 the rectory of S5t. John, in Maas, was leased +to

Thomas Alan (7 ROKFRI, 48: no. 88). This presumably was the

rectory of St. David's, the raference to St. John being to
tha Hospital of St. John, its previous Pproprietors. An

inquisition of 16808 noted +that +the <church of St. David

5t.

containad three chantries, dedicated to the Holy Trinity.,

Mary and 5St. Kather ine, whose priests formed a corporate body

with rich endowmznts C(Archdall 1873, ii, 288: Guynhn and

Hadcock 1970, 361). M. de Burgh €1891-5, 11) suggested that

tha chantry of the Holy Trinity was located in tha Ppresent

chancel of the church, the chantry of St. Mary in the south

aisle of the nave, and the chantry of St. Katherinhe in the

present nave. By this time the Corporation of Naas held the
advowson of the church, and were confirmed in possession of

the chantry lands of St. David's, for which they paid £3

vearly "towardas the reparation of the church of St.

Davides®, in the touwn's charter of 16809 (Erck 1246-52, ii.,

537-9).

Description (Figs. 1684-32

Single aisled building 29.55m by 3.2m intarnally

consisting of a nave and chancel with an unftinishead

eighteenth century touer at the W end. There are traces of an
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original south aisie. The masonry consists of grean slaty
limeztone with tufa and granite used as quoins and jambs. The
chanceal iz a short low addition with a roof line louwer than
the nave and with a roof s2t transversly owar the organ on
the N. The S aisle has almost completaly wvanished apart from
its built-up arches, a projecting corbel in the S wall, and
the footings of the aisle's § wall in  the graveyard. The
style of the church indicates that it is of thirteenth
century date. The touwsr was added in 1721 and the chancel was

probably a later adition.

The east wall of the chancel iz 1it by +three graded
lancets, built in 13th century style as is the pointed
chancel arch. The north wall of the NAVE has two pointed
twin-1ight windous at its E end and one at the W and. The
axternal jambs of all the windows are modern but the internal
pointad rear-arches of the sastern tuo have soma of their
original mouldings. The rear-arch nearest +the c¢chancel is
decorated with nail head az are the capitals from which tha
arch csprings, The rounded shafts are almost completely
original but the basas are modarn. The second window from the
E has dog tooth ornament on the rear-arch and on its wuwestern
capital:? the =astern capital and the shafts and bases are
Extaernally, on =ither side of the second window from

modern.

the E, iz a vertical lina of tufa stones about 1m away from

the jambs of the modern window, almost certainly indicating

sn earlier larger windou. In tha centre of the wall thare is

2 blocked round arched opening which had tufa jambs and close

to the W and theira is a similar blockad opening with granite
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Jjambs .

The west wall iz concealaed by wooden panelling. The south
Wwall is 1it by four modarn tuin-light windous set into tha

pointed arches uwhich opened into the S aizle. Some fragments

of the tufa jambs are present externally. The SOUTH AISLE

measured 20.6 by S5.9m but only the footings of its south wall

syruvivea,

Architectural Fragments

On tha S side of the church there are six small rectangular
window mouldings o+ sandstone decorated with bands of

dog-tooth decoration. Tha average dims. are W.24 D. 12 H.

25-30. Also against the S wall of the church a 1imestone
chamferered arch with hollow spandrels for a tuwin light

window. Dims: H.36 W:., v6 D.13

Coleborn 1964-70.

Font. Late 13th/ early 14th cent. (Fig. IB6).
Four~sided square font set on a modarn five-legged pedestal
at the W end of the church. Straight-zided basin of blackK
fozsiliferous 1limestona2 <(7KilKenny? iz circular wuwith a
plugged central drainage hole. The four corners of the 1ip
ara dacoratad in false ralief with diffaring leafy sprays.
The sidac are also decorated in fals2 ralief with formalised
arrangamants of foliage. One side hasz a grape wvina, another

hae a circular pattaern;? the third side has a heart shaped

dasign wuhile the fourth has two matching sprays aof foliage.
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Dimz ! H.532 W. 72 vy 74 D.of basin 28

M. da Burgh 1831-5, 11

Fant. Date uncertain.

Undecorated circular granite basin. Placed asgsainst the N wall

close to the pulpit. Shallouw basin, lacKing a drainage hole.

Dims: H.32 W.B8 by 82 cm.

Bell

A saventeenth century bell hangs in the touwar. Inscribed 'os

MEWYM LAVDABIT DOMINVM IN ECCLA SCTI DAVIDIS DE MAAS RF LIC

1674,

M. de Burgh 1891-5, 127 FitzGerald 1835-7c, 476

Altar stone,

Inscribed J,M. 16847, Missing. Comerford 12830-33, 104

A chalice inscribed PETER JOANNES MAC SIHI ME FIERI FECIT

ANNGO 0O0OM 1685 could not be traced (Comerford 18390-33, 184).
Memorials
Lattin and Luttrell slab. 1688,
This silab reusead in 1718 by P. Latton is nouw missing
(Comerford 1330-3, 115).
Petar Walsh. 1886,

the §

Limeztone and panel an a table tomb sa2t extarnally on

zida of the church., It has tuo ampty recessed panels and a

third raised panel with an inzcription in false reliaf Roman
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Elizabeth Brereton. 18394,

Churchyard, E and of the church. Rectangular sandstone slab
with incisad Roman lattared inscription within & narrou

border:

ELIZABETH YE WIFE/ OF I0HN BRERET. ON WYICAR OF NAAS/
DEPARTED THIS L1/ FE OCTOBER YE 23 AN DO 1634/ SHEE LAS

A GOOD/ WIFE MDTHER. FRIEND/ AND CH., RISTIAN.

Dims: L. 148 W. B8Bcm

FitzGerald 1833-91b.

Thomas Moore. 16939.

Square limestona slab set against the S wall of the church

with an inscription in false raliaf Roman lattering:

HERE LIETH/ THE BODY. OF MR THOM, AS MOORE DE/ SES THE

l&€ SEP TEMEER 16339

Oims: H.86t W.61 T.9 cm

Comerford 1888-83, 113’ FitzGerald 18238-8lb, 138.

9. AUGUSTINIAM FRIARY

This friary was apparaently founded in the second half of
the fourteenth century, the patron being either a Cullen, a
White or a Eustace <(Guynn and Hadcock 1970, 321; ClarKe
1564-73, 3362, Nothing is Khown of its dedication or, indeed,
of its history, for tha most part, and +the only raal
information is derived from post-dissolution documents. The
extant of 1548 (White 1843, 1639) noted merely that the sellas

of the doirmitory and certain glazaed windows had been thrown
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evidence not only removes part of a toun's archive but also

diminishes the usefulnhess of those which are praserved.

The survey of its archaeology indicates that the town is
a fine example of a medieval +toun. The only standing
buildings of pre-1790 date ars the motte, St. David's church
and St. David's castle. With these exceptions the destruction
of buildings above ground has been total. Archaaological
layers hava been destroyed by the construction of cellars and
subztantial houses on the stre=t frontages, but it is 1liKely
that deposits survive intact behind the frontages. At no. 46
South Main Strest (The Forge Bar), for instance bonhes uWera
noted in digging the basement, showing that archaeological
depazits surviva hera. At the eastern foot of the motte
bulldozing has revealed that +the depth of archaeological
stratigraphy i3 no more +than 1.5Sm above boulder <clay.
Camphell's excavation on the site of the alleged 'Black
Castla' uncovered pits and other features of +thirteenth and
fourteenth century date, but portion of this site wuas
destroyed before excavation could take place. The junction of
New Rouw with the suggested site of MNaas' uest wall has Jjust
racantly been radeveloped as an office complex and
unfortunately no archaeological investigation occurrad.
Elsewhera, houevar, archaeclogical deposits are 1likKely to
survive and there is the strong 1iKelihood of recovering
housa foundations, raefuse pits, industrial areas, and
worKshops of madieval and savaenteenth century date within the

town.
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ARCHAEOLOGY, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

It is avident from the foregoing that archaeology is an
important means of learning about MNaas' past and of
undars=tanding the character and detailed form of the “toun
today. This is more than just an academic pursuit because
Wwithout an appreciation of +the factors which have shaped
Naas' present character, steps takKen to conserve that
character will not be wholly effective, or wuworse, features

basic to its unique identity may be unuwittingly destroyed.

The protection of buried archaeclogical evidance presents
ser ious problems for not only is there +the pressure of
redegvelopment and the high value of wurban properties with
which to contend, but +the sitez thamselves are often
difficult to define or evaluate! +thair full archaeological
potential may only become apparent when an excavation is
undertakKen in advance of development or by observations made
uhile develapment is in progress. 1t is crucial, therefore,
that a concerted effort should be made +to safeguard its
archaeological heritage and that adequate provision is made
for investigation in advance of any redewvelopment. This is
best achiewad by making the realisation of Naas '
archaeological potential one of the objectives of its
davalopmant plan. The objactive may then ba achieved by

Judicious use of planning constraints and by conditions

attachad to planning consents.

Area of Archasological Potential
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Tha zhadad portion af the accompanying map (Fig. 1672
delimits the ar=za of archaeological potentiail wuwithin modern
Maas. This comprises the suggestad wuwalled area of tha
medieval touwn, with extansions on the south, to incorporate
the 'south motta', on the west to include the Dominican
friary Clabelled 'Augustinian' on G.S. maps?, and the priory

of St. John the Baptist on the north.
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oLD KILCULLEN

Old Kilcullen is a deserted borough located on a low hill

3klm south of the modern village of Kilcullen. The placenama

is derived from Cill Chuilinn, "church of the steep =slope"

¢de hOir 1973-7, 189-1).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The first settlement of importance at Oold Kilcullen wWas

an early church site, traditionally connected with Iserninus

¢d. 462, Al) and MacTail (d.543, AFM, AU s.a. 543). Its

location beside the Late Bronze Age/ Iron Age ritual centre
of Oun Ailinna almost certainly indicatas that the church was

established at an early date in *he christianization of

Ireland. The deaths of its abbots are recorded from the latar

eighth century and a number of bishops are noted in the tenth
and alevanth centuries (Guynnh and Hadcock 1978, 42-3>. The
plundering of Kilcullen by Amhlaibh, son of Gaodfrey, and the
foreignars ¢(Morse) of Oublin is recorded by AU in 937-8 and a
thousand prisoners are said to have beaen captured <(Chron.
Scot. 937 AFM 936). Anothar raid is recorded in 8944 C(AFM).
The 'damhliag' is mentioned in 1837, and this together with
the surviving archaeological remains suggests that it was 4
church of considerable wealth and prominence during the tenth

and elaventh centuries. It uwas burnad in 1114 CAFM) but its

proximity to Kildare meant that it did not achiewve aepiscopal
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century and refarances to 'Kilcullen' throughout +the Middle

Ages actually relate to today's Old Kilcullen.

The earliest evidence for a borough occurs in 14983 uwhen
the prowvost and burgeszses received a royal charter granting
them a weeKly marKet and tha customs thereof (Tresham 1828,
179! na. 76>. This uwas granted as part of an attempt to
reviva the failing fortunes of the ©borough, which is
described in the charter as having been recently burned. In
1855 it was again "burnad, laid waste and destroyed®™ by the
native Irish and parliament authorisad a levy of £18 on the
county of Kildare to enable Roland FitzEustace to build a
fortified tower or touer-house there (Berry 1318, 457). The
preamble to this statuta describad Kilcullen as lying 'in the
frontiers of the march .... [and] the Key and safaety of that
part of the said country, if It ba able +to stand in
prosperity'. In 1487-8 another leuvy was imposaed on the county
to build a similar castle at Kilcullen-bridga (Berry 1814,
E@3-11>. In 1478 Sir Roland FitzEustace gbtained a murage

grant for Kilcullen ¢Morrisey 1333, B157.

The ccarcity of references to Kilcullen in the sixteaenth

and seventeenth centurias suggests that the borough dacl ined

at this time. An inquisition of the lands forfeited by James

Eustace, viscount Baltinglass, in 1531 refers to the 'old

walls and close within thae walls called the sld manor Hhouse

of Kilcullen' CIr. Rec. Comm. 1826, Kildare, Elizabeth: no.

4y, In 1588 the manor and town of Kilcullen were leased to

Brian FitzWilliams ¢ 16 ROKPRI, 85¢ no. 5257 but the lands
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waer raturned to William Eustace in 1592 (15 RDKPRI, 212 na.
S7E1). The Civil Suyrvey of 1854 records ‘'severall ruined
Castles and Stone houses' (Simington 1952, 77, The
settlement was not totally abandoned in +the seventzenth
century, however. In 1609 William Eustace received a grant to
hold a wesekKly market, vyearly fair and court there (Erck
1946-52, ii, 551) while +the <census of Ireland in 1659
recorded a population of 115, uwhich when compared to the
figure of 43 for Kilcullen Bridge, shows that Old Kilcullan

remained the larger of the two centres (FPender 1933, 980).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. SITE OF BOROUGH

2. DOMESTIC HOUSES

3. CASTLE

4, TOWN DEFEMCES

5. ST. MACTAIL'S CHURCH & EARLY MONASTIC SETTLEMENT
6. DTHER FEATURES

7. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. SITE OF BOROUGH

The borough wWwas located on a hilltop and, accerding to
gld accounts, was supplied with water by maans of wells. The
hill was the focus for a number of routes and whila the

pracise axtent of the borough is unclear but it focused on
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the intarsection of these roads, immediately w2zt of the

chiurch sits.

2. DOMESTIC HOUSES

Tha Civil Survey of 1654 racords the presence at
Kilcullen of “"sewerall ruined Castles and Stone housas"
(Simington 1952, 77), suggesting that there Were a number of
fortified houszes of late medieval type in the borough. Ther=s

are documentary refarences to tuwo of thasa.

CASTLE DF HOLY TRINITY, DUBLIN

In a document dating either to 1477?-3 or 1488-32, Gerald,
2arl of Kildar=s, ordared that the <castle at Kilcullen.,
belonging to the prior and convent of Holy Trinity, DOublin,
should be free of coign and livary (Lawlor 1988, 13). This
castle 1is again mentioned among the pricry's possaessions in
1534 (22 RDKPRI, 187-8: no. 373 and iz probably to be

idantified with tha manse house, listed along wuith eighty
acras of glebe land, in the Civil Survey of 1654 <(Simington
|
!

1952, 224).

CASTLE OF GREAT COMMNELL

The 1548 extant of Great Connell includes a ‘fortilage’
at Kileullen fihite 1342, 159)., This was grantad to William
Parsons and Nicholas Kennay in 1687 when it was desgribed as

'a castle or fort, almost demclished' ¢Ir. Rec. Comm. 1838,
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322.

M of the road leading to Whitehall crossz-roads is a

cottage which inceorporates one long wall heavily battaered at

the base and another uith a large open fireplace. The data of
theze features is uncertain. A rectangular house site is

visible on Fig. 188, NW of the church site. It measures 12.5

by 9m and is enclosed by banKs 2m wide and 1m high. Theare is

a low bank running N-S in the middle of the enclosure and the

internal ground lavel is lower than outside. A circular

ditched enclosure i5 visible beside it.

3. CASTLE

It ic somewhat surprising that there is no eyidence for

any motte or other early Norman castle at Kilcullen and there

iz no evidence for any form of castle there prior to the

second half of the fifteanth cantury. In 1456 parliament

- ordered that a "peel or touwer faorty Paul's feet in height

below the entablemant, tuenty feet in length and sixteen feet

in breadth™ be constructed to defend Kilcullen <(Berry 1918,

457). There i3 no evidence., houevar, to indicate whether this

tower was built or not.

4. TowN BEFENCES

In 1472 parliament imposed a leauy to pay for the wumalling

of Kilcullen and also raleasad tha ‘tounsp2ople from all

N SR SER S R e
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5. ST. MACTAIL'S CHURCH & EARLY MONASTIC SITE

The present gravevard is a sub-rectangular enclosure but
tha line of a circular enclosure is viszible in aerial viaus

(Figs. 188-9) to the N and E of the church site and it is

continued by the sami-circular line of the road north of +the

green. The eastern line is marKed by a field boundary which

iz now ploughed out.The radiating pattaern of fields N of tha

church site possibly indicates a larger =enclosure extending

to Whitehall cross roads on the W and the Kilculllen road on

the E. It will require excavation, however, to determine the

axact extent of the enclosure.

ST. MACTARIL'S CHURCH

Throughout the Middle nAges +this church retained its

dedication to MacTail, suggesting that there wWwas a diresct

continuity betuween the pre-MNorman and Anglo-Norman site (28
ROKFRI, 73! no. 2057 McNeill 1952, (5). It was one of the
churchs confirmed to Glendalough in 1173 by Pope Alexander
111 (Sheehy 1962, i, 23). The Augustinian <canons of Holy
Trinity, Dublin, were instituted to the church about 1130 (2@

ROKPRI, 37: no. 7), and betueen 1308 and 121@, Isabel, wifa

of William Marshall, granted the church to Holy Trinity (28

RDKPRI, 38f nos. 12-15; Lawlor 1398, 18, S54) and it remained

in their poszasszion throughout the Middle Ages. It was

cuidently a church of some importance and had the status of a

mother —church from at least 12138 (20 RDKPRI, 48: no. 28). In

1584 it had five annexad chapelz (268 ROKPRI, 187-8! no. 379).
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Tha theft of ten marKs from the church iz recordad in 1298
(Mills 1998, 288). In 1327, after a dispute with Holy Trinity
over passession of the church, Thomas FitzJohn, earl of
‘ Kildare, founded a chantry at Kilcullen, which was given to
I Holy Trinity ¢20 ROKPRI, ?5-6! nos. 221-2; MacMiocaill 1964a.,
143-30)>. With the dissolution of Holy Trinity, Dublin., in
I 1539, Kilecullen uwas erected into a prebendal church of Christ
Church cathedral +there (20 RDKPRI, 11S5f no. 431). An
I episcopal visitationof 16815 noted that tha chancel Wwas in
ruins, although the nave uwas sound (Ronan 194la, 32> and in

1630 both uwere in "rsasonable raparation® (Ronan 1941b, 97).

Dascription (Fig. 178>

The ruins of the nave and chancel church are dencted by
wall footings 80cm hish. The remains uWere excavated by O
hlceadha ¢€1941). The masonry consisted of roughly courssad
limestaona. Grosa (1791) shouws the building roofed with an
additional building attached ean the N. The S walls were
buttressed and had rectangular windous with wooden shutters,
in 2ighteanth century style. Only curtailed lengths of the N
and S walls of the chancel remain with evidence for a modern
€ crossing wall., The returns of the chancel arch surviva on
beth sides but the M wuwalls of tha <chancel and nave are
missing. The S wall has two small recesses <close +to the

ground on =ithzr side of an 18th cantury fireplace. Tha U

daor is reprasented by tuwo splays.

Romanesqua arch.

|
——————— =
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of granite at the W and of the «church. The base is
rectangular and the short shaft tapers wWwith a tenon and
mortice.
Oims?® Overall H. 119

Bazea. H.45 W.54 X 48

Shaft H.58@ W. 489-35 ¥ 35-28

Tenon H. 15 W. 27 X 29

Grave-slab.
A tapering stab uwith a hole at either end, and measuring &'
by 2'2" is mentionad in the Dublin Penny Journal 1¥, no. 185,

Jan. 1836, 229. It is nouw missing.

Effigy
The effigy described under Ballymore Eustace came from this

church.

6. OTHER FEATURES

Ditched enclosure,

W of the footings for the rectangular house, NW of the E.C.
site. Healy (1983, 3) suggssts that it is a house site. It
appears to be built up against an enclesing bank. It is
circutar and measures 18m in diameter. The ditch is 1.5m wide

and has a max. depth of 49cm. There is a hint of a

counterscarp bank.

Tumulus
Situated on top of the hill SW of the church site beside the

now disuszad road lsading to HackKlou Cross roads. It iz S596°

“




above sea lavel and affords extensive visaws in all
directions. The mound is 2m high, 2m wide on +top and 9.95m
wide at the basa. Thare are tracas of a low berm surrounding

the mound.

7. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. Hoard of Hibarno-MNorse coins, depositad c. 1183. Found at

Kilcullen in 1385, Dolley 1968, 43, 78-7.

ARCHAEQLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

D14 Kilcullen is a good example of a deserted medieval
borough. The documantary sourcesz indicate that it was a
pra-Norman church site of importance and the borousgh wuas
established during the thirteenth century. Daspite the
construction of the bridge at present day Kilcullen in the
fourteenth century the older settlement appears to have
continued into the saventeanth century, wuwhen it began to
decline. The declina Was so complete that its oeriginal street
plan and the extent of the borough is now uncertain. The area

proposed on Fig. 177 is & guess uwhich requires to be checKed

by excavation.

There is little evidence for disturbanca uwithin the
suggested borough site, and in commen wWith other mediewval

boroughs it is to be expectad that archaeclogical remains

survive belouw ground, particularly in the form of house
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foundations, pits and debris scatters. In praparing a site
for a new bungalow in the triangular field NW of the cross
roads, on top of the hill, the ground was so full of stone
that the uworKmen considered that there had been an earlier
structurs there. Kayes and Landers note that whean pipe laying
for the 014 Kilcullen reservoir was in Pprogress house
foundations wuwere uncoverad., Accordingly thare is the
potantial to discover the extent of the medieval settlement,

and the nature of its houses, streets, and dafences.

In summary, the archaeological data indicates that the
borough, which bagan as a sattlement during the Early
Christian period, was occupied throughout the Middle Ages.
Bocumentary records of the site are few and in  the future
archaeological excavatien is liKely to be the principal means
by which additional Knouledge can bs obtained. The borough is

not under any immediate pressure of development.

Area of Archaeological Potential

The shaded portion of the accompahying map (Fig. 177>
delimits the area of archaenlogical potential Wwithin 0OId
Kilcullen., This is based essentially on the area formed by
the Knouwn mohument:z and the hints provided by topography.
Bacause there iz a lackK of information at present on the
precise extent pf the borough it is suggested that all uworks

within the shaded area be monitored.
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OUGHTERARD

OQughterard is a townland situated on a spur of raised

ground at the north-wastern adge of the WicKlow mountains'
foothills, about 18 Klm north-east of MNaas. The hname is an

anglicization of Uachtar Ard, "the uppar height®.

ARCHAEOQLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The earliast avidence for settlemant at Oughterard occurs
in Early Historic times when it was the site of a monhastery.
The foundation date of tha monastery remains unKnown ,
houwever. Guynn and HadcockK (1972, 4@@) suggest that it was
the site of a commuhity of nuns founded by St. Brigid. Apart
from a reference to a raid on the monastery in 1894 (AFM),

howaver, nothing iz Known of it.

After the coming of the Normans Oughterard was granted to
Adam de Hereford (Gilbert 1883, 192-37 Curtis 1933-43, i,
13-14, 19)., Little is Known of the activities of the de
Herefords or their succassors, the FPippards, in Oughterard

dur ing the thirteenth century. A borough waz established

befora 1276, houwever, bacause Ralph Fippard antered into an
agreement with six burgesses of ‘le OQutrard! in that year
¢Curtis 1933-42, i, 81). In 1313 the bailiffs and men of the
toun of Oughterard recieved a royal chartar granting them a

Weekly market and a fair thare (Tresham 1828, &2l no. 2Z7).

I———-——“
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This grant indicates that +the settlemsnt wuwas then an
autonomous community but its subsequent history 1is obscure.
An undated extant, probably belonging to the first Quarter of
the fourtaenth century, refers to fifty-eight burgesses
holding 132 acres at a rant of £5 Bs. Sd (PRO London s.C.
12/29,48, courtesy Brian Eager). In 1888, William Broune is
mentioned as provost of tha toun of ‘'Woghterard’ (Breuer and
Bullen 1873, 24; Russal and Prendergast 1874, 577)., which may

indicate that the borough continued to function inte the

zeyenteenth century.

ARCHAEOLOG ICAL INVENTORY

1. SITE OF BOROUGH
2. CASTLE
3. PARISH CHURCH

4, OTHER FEATURES

{. SITE OF BOROUGH

Only one road passes through Oughterard but previously
thare wars three othars. The L shaped junctionh running up the
hill to Oughterard from the SE was formerly a T-junction, the
road to +the 1left going along the +top of the hill +to
Bishopscourt Uppar, passing Oughterard Castle which uwas belou
the ridge on the $. The present laneway to the church of

gughterard forked beside the church, one road running NW and
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tha othar MNE along the line of prasent field boundaries,.

Evidence for madieval furleng boundaries was recognised N
and S of Oughterard Church parallel with the contour lines on

the ridge (Hall et al 1985), although there is almost no

trace of burgage plots. Hall et al suggast that the site of

the borough was on the raised platform of ground, SE of the

church on the S side of the crossrocads. This platform is a

natural feature and would have provided a laevel area for

houses. They racorded high levals of phosphate on this

platform. A smaller area on the N side of the road to the W
J of tha laneway l=2ading to the church is also suggestad. This
was not tested for phosphate but it does have & number of louw

2arthworkKs. There are also some low earthuorks in the second

fiald, S of the crosz roads, on the E side of +the road on

| low-1ving ground.

2. CASTLE

Although Oughterard was the site of an important
Anglo-Morman mahor, thare are no early referances to a
castle. The manor descended from the de Hereford's to the

Pippards ., and in 1373 it was takKen into tha King's hands

¢(Tresham 1828, 87! no. S6J. In 1418 +the rewversion of the
manor was granted to William Scryvener of Lancaster, from the
death of John Leche of Chester, who then held it (Tresham
1828, 195t no., 22), but in 1412 the manor was granted to

James Butler, earl of Ormond (Tresham 1823, 193! no. 26c),

and it was to remain in Butler hands until at least +the

'———————~
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th2 E wall, Thera iz a fireplace in the centre of the wall
and the flue exits about 1.9m above ground leve. through a
br ickK opaening. Thare i3z a rectangular double szplayed loop,

blocKed axternally, in the S end of thes wall. The W wall has

a broken rectangular recass in the S end and a flat lintelled

double splayed loop in the centre of the wall. At the N end

of the wall is a flat lintelled splayved slit, blocked

externzlly. Stones uWere removed from the splays of this

window possibly to creata small wall cupboards in the

thickKness of the wall. The north wall has a segmentally
archad recess, now blocked, wuwhich may have bean a doaor

leading to the stair turret. Corbels in the E and W walls of

the ground floor supported a wooden floor with & loft above.

Access to this must have been by means of an internal wooden

stairs it has round barrell wvaulting with some traces of

=

wicker wor¥ centering. The S wall has two flat lintelled

racesses at either end of the wall and a flat lintelled
double splayed slit in the center with ho dressed jambs. The

M wall has a blocked flat lintelled double splayed slit in

the E end of the wall.

Accezs to the zecond floor wWas by means of an external
stair turret of which no trace rnow survives. The 5 wall has
one large wooden lintelled splayed window (blocked) wuwith na
dressed jambs. The W wall has a large flat lintelled windouw
with shallow splay and no draessed jambs towards the S end.
The N wall has a ractangular dooruway in the W end. The jambs

and lintal are missing. The third floor uwaz partly convertad

as a dovaczota and most of the masonry is not visible.
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3. PARISH CHURCH

The parish church of Oughterard uas granted by Adam de
Hareford to St. Thomas' Abbey, Dublin, before 1189 (Gilbert
1883, 75>, The church remained a possession of St. Thomas'
throughout the Middla Ages and is listed in the extant of
1348 (White 1243, 41, In  the ecclesiastical taxation of
I13B2~-6, the church of Oughterard was valuad at £12, and the
vicarage at 38s. (Sueatman 1875-8368, v, 245). Otheruise,
howevar, little information is available on the church, apart
from noticas of the prasentation of clergy in 12236, 1327,
14806 (Tresham 1228, 126! ho. 1577 p. 1280, no. 12F p. 131% no.
3), 1565 (11 ROKPRI, 114! no. 757) and 1533 (17 ROKFRI, 112:
no. B332>)». The 1548 extznt noted +that +the chancel of
Qughterard was in nzed of repair (White 1943, 41). In 1576,

the rectory was lesaszad to Sir Henry Ratcliff (Morrin 1862, 4)
and later to Anthony Pouwer (12 ROKPRI, 18: to . 23467 . In

1596, it was granted to Richard Hardinge (Morrin 18862, 373’.

Description (Figs. 188-12

The church consists of an unroofed nave and a barraell
yaultad chancel with spiral stairs in  an extarnal southern
turret. The nave, in which +there iz ewvidence of nmwuch
rabuilding, was originally built of large blocKs of roughly
courzad limestone mazonry while the chancel is built of split

slaks of uncoursed limestona. MNeithep building has dressed

quoins.



i el Gl

The CHAMNCEL haz a pointad barrell vault with some wWicKer
work centering and it originally had a Ffloor above with
acqess via the spiral stairszs at the W end of tha S wall. The
top of the barrell vault is now the max height of the chancel
and tha roof has been cemanted over. The E wall has a triple
light rectangular window of sixteenth century style? it is
double splayad internally and has a flat rear arch. The
chamfered mullions and jambs are of red sandstone and grey
limestone. The lights are cuspad with rectangular heads.
There are three small holes (7 drainage) which slope to the
outsida in the lower frame of the uindow and ¥ shaped masohs
markKs on some of the mullions and jambs. The N wall haz a
rectangular splayed window at either and of +the wall with
painted rear-arches, both of wuhich are partly blocKed with
brickK. The western one has a pointed external arch and
chamfered Jjambs of sandstone. No cut stones survive of the
eastarn Window. There iz a third window, partly blocKed, high
up in the «centre of the wall wunder the w»ault. It is
rectangular, splayved, and the rear-arch is lintelled.
Externally it has one splaved sandstone jamb with glazing bar
holez. There are four put-log holes about tm abowa ground
internally. Tha S wall has two windows, one at either end of
+he wall. The eastern splayaed rectangular windouw is flat
lintelled with sloping sill and is partially blocKed with
brick. It has no cut stone, The usstern one has a pointed
rear~arch with splays and sloping sill but it is completely
blockKed. Extarnally the concave chamferad sandstone jambs

remain. There is a wall cupboard under this windouw. W of the
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arch. There is a floor laval about Im balow the base of the
door and another Im above the top of the door and a third
below tha prasant top of the tower. Ext. diam. 4.3m. Av. T.
of walls 1.1m.

Barrow 1979, 123-4.

4. DTHER FEATURES

Earthworks.

A rock cut ditch, 1.5 wide and &m deep, runs from the S wall
of the gravevard in a SW direction towardsz Qughtarard castle.
It veers SE before treaching the castle along the edge of the
forast plantation and continues as a shallow ditch and bank

to the cross roads on the S.

ARCHAECLOG ICAL PROBLEMS ARMD POTENTTIAL

Oughterard is an example of a desertad medieval borough.
The documentary sources indicate that it was a pre-Norman
churech site anhd the borough was establizshed during the
thirteenth century. Little is Known of the subsequent history
of the borough, howavar, but it continued to function as an
incorporated entity into the seventzenth century. The date of
its desertion is unclear but it is likaly that its decline
beaan in the fourteanth century and continued wuntil ths
zaventeenth when it was probably abandonad completzly. The

zvwact location of the borough is unkKnouwn. The summit of the
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RATHANGAN

Rathangan is a small town in the extreme west of county
Kildare, about 18 KIm north-uest of Kildare toun. It is
situated on a gravel ridge ovarlooKing the river Slate, a
tributary of tha Barrou, uhile a branch of +tha Grand Canal
also passes through the toun. It is surrounded on the north,
wazt, and south by axtznsive aresas of bogland, and +to the
east by a ridge of low hills,uhich isolate it somewhat <from
tha fartile plains of Kildare, further to the east (Aalen et
al. 189793, ii, 88). The placename iz a corruption of Rath

lomghain, the fort immediately uwast of the town.

ARCHAECLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Little is Knoun of the site in pre-Morman times and +the
only early reference is to the death of Flaithnia, son of
Cinaedh, King of the Ui Failgh=2, 3zt Rath-lmgain in £865
(AU-28@5: A. Clon-383: AFM-8@1)., Tha early history of
Rathangan undar tha MNormans is also wunclear. FitzGerald
¢i9me-9, 137, 152> suggests that it wa grantad by Strongbou
to5 Maur ice FitzGarald, ancastor of the FitzGerald lords of
Offaly, but it may uwell have been granted +to Robert de
Bzarmingham, a3 part of his cantred of Offaly (Orpen 1911-20,
i, 381). There is no doubt, however, that Rathangan uas held
by tha FitzGaralds in tha mid-thirteenth century. The manor

of Rathangah is one of the properties named in a document of
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1278 listing the lands of Maurice FitzGarald, who was drouwned
in 1268 (Sweetman 1875-85, ii, no. 867), An assize of 1383
records that Maurice's heir, Gerald, later held his court at
Rathangan, indicating that it was a manor of some importance

(lkood, Langman and Griffith 1956, 82).

Rathangan was situated in a frontier position, on the
borders of the Ui Conchobhair territory of Ui Failghe. In
1300, the will of Rathangan was burned by the Irish (Sueetman
1875-86, v, no. 48; Mills 1995, 238). An extent of the lands
of Richard FitzThomas ., earl of Kildare, prepared on the
lattar's death in 1331 ¢(MacNiocaill 1964a, 182) records the
Surgage rent of Rathangan as £6 3s. 2d. indicating that there
were 129 burgages. During the fifteanth century Rathangan
passed into the hands of the Ui Conchobair Failghe. In 1433
Mairghreag, wife of O Conchobair Failghe, hosted a sreaat
assembly of learned men and poets at Rathangan CAFM), while
in 1437 har huszsband, Calbhach Mor, was dascribed as the

ancient patron of the wicarage of Rathangan <(Tuemlou 1999,

G666 .

By the !530s Rathangan had raverted to FitzGerald control
and tha castle of Rathangan Was described as ona of the
ztrongholds of Silken Thomas during his rebellisn in 1539
(Fitzgarald 1996-3, 144). Most of the sixteenth and
seauenteenth century references to Rathangan concern the
castle but an extant of tha mancor draun Uup in 1549 states
that there wers eight messuagas and tan cottages in the

willage of Rathangan, as uwell as a water-mill, lately built




by Staphan Apharry, and laased to Walter Brabazon (FitzGerald
1996-9, 162-3). In 1551 Radmond 0Oge FitzGerald received a

1

g

332 of ten cottages in FRathangan ¢ibid. 151> suggesting
that this was the full complement of the village at the time.
Rathangan was plundered and burned in the FitzGerald revolt
of 1546 (AFM). In 1672 the earl of Kildare received a grant
of a weeKly market at Rathangan (FitzGerald 1996-2b, 1957)J) and
in 1659 it had a population of 107 <(Pender 1939, 3335). As
late as 1750, Rocque's map shouws the willaga as containing
only geventeen houses, indicating a poputation of no more

than one hundred <(Aalen et al, 1870, ii, 3613.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY

1. STREETS & STREET PATTERNM
2. INDUSTRIAL ARERS

3. THE CASTLE

4. PARISH CHURCH

5. OTHER FERTURES

5. LIST OF STRAY FINOS

1. STREETS & STREET PATTERN

The street pattern is easzentially linear, composed of
Mairs Street, wuhich forkKs at the Markat Saq inta Chapel Street
and Bridge Straat. The plots on Main Stret preserve a clear
burgage plot pattern, but the layout of the zettlement

suggests that this is no older than the sevanteenth century.







18405 and was damolishad about 1758, the materials being ued

to build Rathangan Lodge closzes by (FitzGerald 1906-8, 152-7).

There is now no trace of the castle which is marKed on
Noble and Keenan's map of 17352 and Rocque's map of 1760,
which shou it in the field SW of Rathangan Lodge. FitzGerald
(1926-8b, 1577 map oPP P.133) notes that the Lodge was built
from the material of +the castle which stood nearby. The
presaent ouner of Rathangan Lodge recalls wall foundations SW
of the house, nesar the river where a number of irregular

earthuorkKs are present in the field.

4. PARISH CHURCH

The earliest referance to the church of Rathangan occurs
in 1297 when itz vicar, Richard, is mentioned (Mills 1383,
172>, and another reference occurs in 1292 (Sueetman 1875-86,
iv, ho. B33). In the ecclesiastical taxation of 13282-5,
Rathangan is noted as a prebend of +the dioces of Kildare,
valusd at 40 marks, while the vicarage was walued at 3208s.
(Sueetman 1373-86, v, 244>, References to clergy indicate
t+hat the church continuad to function throughout +the Middle
Ages but it had fallen into disrepair by 1744 when Robert,
aarl of Kildare laft £29080 in his will for rebuilding +the

church (FitzGerald 19868-8b, 158).

The present church is a nineteenth cantury structure and

thare are no pre-178@0 memorials or monuments. The ground
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immadiately E of the church is highar than el:zzuwhars in the

araveyvard,

S. OTHER FEATURES

Ringfort. 7?Motte.

Situated at the NW end of the wvillage on high ground with
extansive vieus in all directions. Describad by O'Conor in
18337 as "this mound is at present planted, and is .... about
one hundrad and eighty feet in diameter, and measures Ffrom
its baze to its summit, slantwise, about Fforty two feet,
which would probably marke about tuwenty eight fret in
parpendicular height. It is encircled wuwith a large ditch
which is about saven hundred and thirty eight fzet in
circumferaence; and a foss, which is partly destroyed, mostly
on the south and east side” (0.5. Lettars, Co. Kildare, ii,
129-38>. It is a very large raised platform surrounded by 3
deep ditch and counter-scarp bank. Tha interior diameter is
6@m E-W by 538m N-S. There is an internal bankK, 2m wide, with
a maximum height of 2m on the MNE. The banK is eroded on the N
and SW sides. There are a feuw raised areas in the centre but
no coharant pattern cah be discerned. It is surrounded by a
ditch B6.5m in width and 4-Sm in depth below the top of thea
intarnal! bankK. Thera are traces of a counter-scarp bankK

particularly on the E and 3 sides. Thera is a causeuway oVver

the ditch on the E.

. LIST OF STRAY FINDS



l. Bronze dirk. Found in 1865, partially includad in the

trunkK of an alder tree in a bog at Rathangan, at a depth of &

feet. NMI 1877: 58. Burgess and Gerloff 1981, 35! no. 235.

ARCHAECQLOGICAL PROBLEMS ANO FPOTENTTIAL

Rathangan is an example of a shrunken medieval borough.
The documentary sources indicate that its origins 1lie in
pre-Norman times and the borough Wwas probably established
there during the thirteenth cantury. The borough seems to
have faded durins the later Middle Ages but itz fortunes rose
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and it iz 1liKely

+that most of itz archaeological deposits belong to that time.

it is l1ikely +that archaeolosical deposits have been
disturbed along the street frontages but elsauwhere there is
little evidance for disturbance, and in common with other
boroughs it is to be expacted +that archasological remains
survive belou ground, eparticularly in the form of house
foundations, pits and debris scattars. Accordingly there is
the potential to discover the axtent of the medieval

ssttlemant, and the nature of its houszes and streets.

in zummary . the archaeological data indicates that the
borough, uWhich began as a settlement during the Early
Christian period, was occupied throughout the Middle Ages.
Oocumentary records of the sita are fzw and in the future

archaenlogical excavation is liKaly to be the principal means




by which additional Knouledga <an be obtained. The borough is

noet under any immediate pressure of davelopment.

Araa of Archaesclogical Potential

The shaded pertion of tha accompanying map (Fig. 18357
delimitz the area of archaesological potential within
Rathangan. This is based essentially on the area formed by
the Known monuments and the hints provided by topography,
togzther with an area around the suggestad castle =site, on
the south-uest. Because there is a lack of information at

prasent on the precize extent of the borough it is suggested

that all weorks within the shaded area be monitored.
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RATHMORE

Rathmore is a small village located about € Klm east of
Maas in eastern Kildare on the westarn fringaes of the WicKlouw
mountains. The Hartuell river, a small tributary of the river
Liffey, flous through the villase., The placename is derived
from Rath Mhor, "the big fort”, although as De hOir (13974-7,
184~6) points out, it i3 unclear uhether this refars to the

surwviving Anglo-Norman motta or to an earlier ringfort.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORIC BACKGROUND

There is no documentary ewvidence to indicate any
sighificant pre-Morman settlement at Rathmere, which is
surpricing because it is clearly of importance shortly after
the Bnglo-MNorman ihvasion. The motte may well be constructed
over an earlier monumaznt, houever, because the bronze
bracelet, found in the enclosing bank in 1985, is probably of

Early Hisztoric date (JKAS 4 (1883-5>, 4388).

Shortly aftzr the Anglo-Norman conquast, Rathmore and
other lands wuwere grantaed by William, soh of Maur ice
Fitzgarald, second baron of MNaas, to his brother Gerald, tha
ancestor of the FitzGerald barons of Offaly and earls of
Kildara. This grant was confirmed in i document of 1135-3 by
Prince John, whoe alsoc 3ranted Gerald a weekly markKet at

Rathmore ¢(MacNiscaill 1984a, 14>, Before his death in 1283



423 -

I Garald FitzMaurice granted a charter astablishing a borough
at Rathmore. This charter does not survive but its existence
iz demonstrated by a raference to it in anocther charter
granted to Rathmore by Gerald's son, Maurice Fitzgerald,
c.1220., In this charter Maurice granted the burgesses the
liberties of Bretauil and ninety-six burgages with their
appurtenances at an annual rent of 12d. <(MacNiocaill 1964b ,
294-5). The borough continued to function into the first half
of the fsurteanth caentury. An extent of the possassions of
Richard FitzThomas, earl of Kildare, draun up in 1331,
included £19 in rents from the burgesses and tenantsz of
Rathmore ¢(MacMNiocaill 1364a, 1@3) uhile in 1334 a reference
occuprs to "a field called the 'Mochebursage' In the burgage
of Rathmore®™ (23 RDKPRI, 120: no. 590). It was in a frontier
situation, hosevar, and in 1355-5 Maurice FitzThomas., aarl of

Kildare, was ordered by the King, on pain of forfeiting the

manor , to 8o to Rathmore in person, accompanied by five

men-at-arms with armoured horses, tuelve well armed hobelars,

forty archers and other footmen well =equiped, in order to

resist the incursions of the 0 Broin and their allies

¢ Tresham 1822, 687 nho. 413, The absence of references aftar

the fourteenth century suggests that the borough uwent into

dacline but Tirlagh Dovhe uwas listed as its provost in 1503

showing that it uwas not completely abandonad <(Brewer and

Bullen 1373, 24! Ruzzsall and Prendersast 1874, 577). Rathmore

zgid to have been burned by Rory Og O'More, uwho died in

is

1577 (Hendr ick-Aylmer 1298-1902, 3I77-9), and uWas partly

burhed by the O'Byrnes in 1538 (Hamilton 1287, 253>. The
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tha farmhouse and the W and 3 3ides ars pabbla-dashed but the
original stoneworK is axposed on the E. It wWwas originally
three-floorad but the ©present ouwner's Father removed the
third floor about 58 years ago (JKAS 1@ (1922-82, 384)>. The
adjoining house itself may be a late 17th century structure
but it is impossible to be certain. It 1is stone built and
rectangular in plan with two rooms on each floor, a central
staircase, splayed uwindows and both gables had stacks. There
are blockad doors opening from the gatahouse to both floors

of the house,.

The masonry consists of uncoursed limestone with some
dressed granite and limestone quoins. Internal dimensions at
ground floor level are 3.5 by 2.5m and the centre of the
barrell wvault is &.8m above ground. There is a round arched
opening, almost the width of the building, on the W side
while the E side had a similar opaning. The jambs of the arch
on tha W ara dressed but there are no jambs on the E and the
entire wall iz inserted. At the E end of the N wall iz a
rectangular flat lintelled opening to the stairs, nouw very
damzagad, contained in the thickness of tha N wall. There is a
blockKad rectangular opening to the house in the N half of the
wall. The stairs uere 1it from the N at first floor leval by
a zmall rectangular splayed slit which is also blocked by the
adjoining house. There was a small loft (max. height 1m) aver
the ground floor which had a uoodan floor supported on tuo

ztone corbels in the N wall and thres on the S uall. It may

have bean inserted and was takKan doun about S50 years ago.
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surrounding land which belongs to the house immediately E of
the motte is Knowun as the Mill Farm. To the E of the Spring
on the river there is a uide dapression, bounded by banks,
running aleng the S szide of the river to the Rathcoole Rd..,

which may be the remains of a mill race.

4. CASTLE

Motte

The first direct references to a castle at Rathmore cccur
in the sixteenth century but there can be little doubt that
the motte was constructed in the late twelfth or early
thirteenth century. The motte was the centre of a manor which
ganerally remained in Fitzgerald hands throughout the Middle
Agas . Itz ownership was disputed on occcasion, houwevar.
Eetween 1287 and 1293 John FitzThomas, later Ffirst earl of
Kildara, was given all rights to Rathmore by the daughters of
Maurice FitzMaurice {(MacNiccaill 1964a, 31, 67, 772> but in
1395 fAgnes d2 Yalence, Maurice's widow, <claimed that John
FitzThomas had forcibly entered the manor of Rathmora, taKan
livestock and corn, and destroyed equipment and buildings
¢Mills 1914, 75-8, 248-1>. In a rather enigmatic document of
13297, the bishop of Laighlin granted the manor of Rathmore to
Gerald FitzMaurice, earl of Kildare (MacNiocaill 1964a .,
145-2) and in tha 14683 the ownership of the manor was
dizputed between the Kildaresz and the earls of Wiltshira
¢Otuway~Ruthvan 1388, 385-6). Rathmore, with its castle, wuas

farfaited by the Fitzgaralds after the rebellion of Silken
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Fatrick (lkhite 1841, 200). The dedication to St. Columba is
first recorded in 1577 (13 RDKPRI, 53¢ no. 314B6). In 1318,
Thomas Fitz.John, aarl of Kildare, granted the advouson of the

church to the Hospital of St. John of Jeruzalem, along with a

messuage and fifteen acres of land in the toun (Tresham 1328,

23% no. 115y McNeill 1932, 151)>. The Hospitallers held the

church for the ramainder of +the medieval peaeriod, and thea

rectory of Rathmora is listed in the Dissolution extent of
the Order's possessions {White 1943, 34). Tha Order laased
th= rectory to Thomas Alen in 1540, and on the termination of
that l=zase it was leazed to Anthony Louwe in 15712 cl2
RDKPRI, 72% no. 20912, The tithes of the rectory were leaszed
t5 Thomas Lambyn in 1583 and 1596 (16 RDKPRI, 182! no. 5381;

17 ROCKPRI, 48: no. 88268). The church and chancel wera in

raepair at the time of the roval visitation of 1815 <(Ronan

1941a, 37) but were in disrepair by 15328 (Ronan 1941b, 79).

The present church and tower appear to date to the

mid-eighteenth century {(Lewis 1337, ii, S04-2>

Walsh/s Malaon cross. 16856-9 (Fig. 1987,
Latin crocss of green grit with an anchor-shaped base standing
Incised inscription

at tha head of a grave SE of the church.

in Roman capitals?

I K/ HERE LIES THE BODY~ OF PEIRCE WALSH W/ HO OYED THE
15 DAY OF IVNE ANB IN TH/ E YEARE 188€ AND.” I0AN MALON

HIS W/ IFE WHO/ DYED TH/ E 22 DAY AVYGVST/, ANNO/ 163031
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H. 38 . 52 T. 7 cm

Cross. Data uncer iin.

Close to the S wall of the church. Roughly shaped undacorated
granite cross with vestigial arms. Date uncertain.

Dims: H.?74 (min) W.35 T.25 cm.

Cross., MNow missing.

HandricK-Aylmer (1899-13902, 321) mentions the exixtence of a

cross with a grucifixion.

Cross shaft?

E of the church, a tapering octagcnal shaft of limestone
l¥ying on tha ground. The base and top are broKen.

Dims . H. 182 W. 24-29 Chamfers 11-9 cm

5. LIST OF STRAY FINDS

1. Long stone cist containing sKeleton. Discovered in ‘mote !

at Rathmore, 1834, JKAS 2 C1836-8), 1t2: JRSAI 34 (1994),

321.
2. Bronze bracelet, Found in 1995 "in the rampart which
encircles the base of the great pagan tumulus, or moat, at

Rathmore, Co. Kildare". JKAS 4 (1903-5), 498.

ARCHAESLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND POTENTTIAL

Rathmore is a good example of a desertad mediewval
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1. SITE 0OF BOROCUGH

There is neither archaeological, cartographic or
documentary evidence for the exact site of the borough. The
only archaesological site is a D-shaped enclosure on top of a
low hill in the adjacant townland of Grey Abbey. 0One may

hazard the guess that the borough wuwas situated in its

vicinity.

2. CASTLE

In 1537 Thomas Burke of Castlecurry granted "the castle
or messuage of Silliat* to James Butler, lataer the earl of
Ormond (Curtis 1833-42, iv, 1728). The earl bequeathed "the
toune of Sellat" to his son Edmond in 1546 <(Curtis 13933-43,
iu, 293). The castle was ruinous by 1388 when it was leased
to Fustace Harte (15 RDKPRI, 85t no. S258), and in 1682, uhen
leased to Patrick Sarsfeilde of Tully, it was again described
as "ruinous®. The exact site of the castle is unkKnoun but it

may have been located within the enclosure described belouw

2. OTHER FEATURES

Enclosure.

Situataed on top of $Silliothill with excellant wvieuws of
“ildare town. Roughly D-shaped in plan, but dansely
ovaergroun. Enclozed by & banK, 2m wide., which rises to a
heigh+ of about 1.5m abowve tha interior. The extarnal ditch

averages Bm in width, and hasz a depth of 4.5m below the +top
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